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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE 


The work of editing the present volume in the series Fo 7 't William — 
hicha House Correspondence was entrusted to Prof. C. S. Srinivasachari of 
the Annamalai University, the eminent historian who later became Principal 
of Pachaiyappa’s College at Kanchcepuram. His sad demise in 1951 prevented 
him from completing the work, which had therefore to be done in the Depart- 
ment. The volume covers the letters to and from the Court of Directors in 
the Public Department during the period 1764-66. However, a few relevant 
letters from and to' the Governors as w^ell as the Select Committee at Fort 
William in the original series have been included with a view to maintaining 
continuity. 

In editing the text all available copies have been carefully compared 
from the point of view of veracity of fact and accuracy of language, and 
readings which seemed more suitable have been chosen. Whth regard to the 
use of capital letters and punctuation the text has been modernised to a 
certain extent for quick and easy reading ; but such changes have been reduced 
to the barest minimum. Superior letters have been brought down and full 
stops added to facilitate printing. Correct readings considered essential for 
the elucidation of the text have been given in square brackets. 

My thanks are due to the Director General of Archaeology, Government 
of India, for supplying photographic copies of illustrations available in various 
institutions and to the trustees of the Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, the 
publishers of Bengal: Past and Present^ the Commonwealth Relations Office, 
London, and the Government of Madras, for permission to utilise the paintings 
and portraits from their collections. 

I am grateful to the staff of the Publication Branch of the National 
Archives of India, particularly to Miss D. G. Keswani and Messrs D. L. Kaka 
and N. H. Kulkarnec, who have spared no efforts to bring out the volume 
in its present form. 


National Archives of India, 
New Delhi, 

2 July 1962. 


K. D. Bhargava 
Director of Archives, 
Government of India. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The years 1764-66 covered by this volume of correspondence between 
the Board at Fort William and the Court of Directors in London, witnessed 
some of the most striking events in the history of the British empire in India. 
Published for the first time in extensoj these records combine the most signi- 
ficant information with faithful pictures of the greater England that came to 
birth in the second half of the 18th century. Clive’s victories in Bengal had 
transformed the position of the English East India Company in India- From 
a mere trading body it had acquired the status of a polical power, responsible 
for the government of a very large population spread over an immense area, 
and Indian chiefs vied with and betrayed one another in order to ingratiate 
themselves with the colossus that they had helped to create. Gradually, 
through diverse experiments, the Company built up its political, social and 
economic institutions. The power of the Mughal had already begun to totter, 
and the extent of the imperial authority was continuously reduced until at 
length it prevailed nowhere except in Delhi and its immediate environment. 
The sovereign of the empire whose friendship and alliance the first potentates 
of Europe had courted and to whom they had sent respectful embassies, 
humbly beseeching his protection for their subjects trading in his dominions, 
was now a mere pageant of royalty. The Nawab of Bengal was a pensioner 
of state, a stipend enjoying figure-head for the use of the servants of the East 
India Company. 


But the unstable and shifting political situation that had ensued as 
a result of the military power of the Company and the talents and character 
of Robert Clive, assumed critical proportions when the control passed to 
weaker hands. The appointment of Flenry Vansittart, a Madras civilian of 
14 years standing, irritated the members of the Bengal Council who consi- 
dered the governorship as belonging to them of right. They, therefore, set 
themselves to tbw’art his measures at a time when exigencies of administration 
required the greatest unanimity. Grossly neglecting the directives of the 
Governor and the interests of the Company, they devoted all their energies 
to enriching themselves at the expense of the so-called rulers of Bengal. 
Macaulay has described the misgovernment which followed the departure 
of Clive in 1760: '‘At every one of these revolutions (change of Nawabs), the 
new prince divided among his foreign masters whatever could be scraped 
together from the treasury of his fallen predecessor. The immense popula- 
tion of his dominions was given up as a prey to those who had made him a 
sovereign, and who could unmake him. The servants of the Company 
obtained, not for their employers, but for themselves, a monopoly of almost 
the whole internal trade . . . Every servant of a British factor was armed 
with all the power of his master, and his master was armed with all the power 
of the Company. Enormous fortunes were thus rapidly accumulated at 
Calcutta, while thirty millions of human beings were reduced to the extre- 
mity of wretchedness.”^ 


^ Critical and Historical Essays (1850), p. 521. 
Vol. IV—B 
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The Proprietors of the Company saw with dismay their dreams of pros- 
perity vanishing. Fresh military victories were w^on ; at Buxar in 1764 the 
power of Nawab Vazir Shujaud-Daulah of Oucllr w^as crushed and his domi- 
nions were partitioned. But the proprietors seemed to gain no new dividends 
from this continuous aggrandizement. There arose, therefore, a demand 
for the reappointment of Clive as the only man competent to cope with this 
situation. This volume covers Clive’s second administration from May 1765 
to December 1766. 


Mir OaswL 

After Plassey Clive installed Mir Jafar as Nawab, but on the plea of 
alleged maladministration and treacher\r he was replaced by his son-in-law 
Mir Qasim. The new Nawab, who was ambitious and rather hot-headed, 
was not slow to discover that the abuses of which his predecessor had com- 
plained had not ceased to exist. In fact there could be no stability in licngal 
so long as the Nawab considered himself as an independent ruler and ilte 
English claimed privileges wholly inconsistent with such sovereignty. The 
exemption from duties demanded by the Company’s servants for their private 
trade and the insolence of their gumashtas and other Indian agents provided 
numerous occasions for friction, and an open rupture between Mir Qasim 
and the English seemed imminent and inevitable. Complaints and countcr- 
compl^ts fast muluphed. The Nawab protested that “the gomastahs of the 
Enghsh gentlemen have set up the trade of salt, tobacco, dried fish, timbers 
&c and purchase from the country people by force and extortion, and are 
continually making unjust disputes and wrangling with my officers, so that 
the poor, the mhabitants, the merchants and manufacturers of my country 

TL°Courrof vexations.”^ 

So? ‘rb 7 also believed that Mir Qasim had just cause for com- 

Ltent whh behaviour of many of our servants have been incon- 

isrent with then duty to, and detrimental to the interest of the Companv 

m a variety of instances, which too glaringly appear upon the face of^vour 

^td _ re^sters, particularly with respect to the present Subah of Bentra] 

ossim 1 y I^an, with whom it is most evident tlie strictest friendship and' 

armony ought to have been cultivated, instead whereof, he and his eovern 

the agents acting under and countenanced by tliem m and 

that we dread the consequences.- Vansittarf akrhad T ^"7 I 
opinion and in 1762 visited ATir O- • “ been of the same 

settlement on the points at issue Th7 n1 k n '"'u amicable 

•he inland private Ld ArdrEnallh vV ’a'*‘ 

right to it fade, rite topLl aStn, "" 

which had been enjoyed by the Comnany’e te ®“^'‘^hder an advantage 

Finaily a comptomi.e J.t teaLd: AeSS, ao7" “ 

.. haed tate oh on ^ pi" 

\ ansittart, j.4 f^€irTatv''f’ nf tina 7 ’ 

“ P. 3- ^ ^ ransactions zn Bengal (1 766), Vol. Ill, pp. 13 - 4 , 
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provided. Any disputes arising out of this arrangement were to be heard 
and determined by the Nawab's officers. 

The Court of Directors appreciated Vansittards good intentions in reach- 
ing this agreement;^ but of greater immediate significance was the opposi- 
tion and hostihty of the Calcutta Council. Vansittart in concluding the 
settlement with Mir Qasim had not taken any one into his confidence except 
the young Councillor Warren Hastings who had accompanied him to 
jMonghyr, and the majority viewed it with rancour and hostility. They 
rejected the Governor’s regulations and decided that although the English 
were entitled by the far man to trade in country produce duty-free, the Naw^ab 
could be allowed a 2^ per cent duty on salt only, and that the gumashtas of 
the English would not be subject to the jurisdiction of the Nawab’s officials, But 
in the meantime Mir Qasim, without waiting for general orders to be issued, 
had divulged the plan to his officers who started tyrannizing over the Com- 
pany’s gu?}iashtas. The Company’s servants, on the other hand, resisted 
these demands for payment of the duties fixed by Vansittart unless they were 
instructed by the Council to do so and sought to protect their trade even by 
resorting to force. The Naw^ab, finding that Vansittart’s orders were either 
evaded or disobeyed and that his representations produced no effect, became 
indignant and impatient. “If the Enghsh gomashtahs will carry on their 
trade, according to the custom practised by other merchants, it is well. If 
not, I have no resource, but to make use, tts you do, of expressions tending 
to dissolve our friendship. My reputation and honour are dearer to me than 
life. If you are inclined to let friendship subsist between us, you ought to 
lay aside these disturbances and altercations, which must produce a rupture, 
and if you are inclined to break with me, let me know it immediately, that 
I may have nothing further to do with these things, for I can bear them no 
longer.”^' In desperate retaliation he resolved to abolish all duties for two 
years on all goods of all merchants, insisted on the removal of English troops 
from Patna and detained six boats laden with muskets for that place. The 
Government at Fort William looked upon the conduct of the Nawab as an 
open declaration of war, and Ellis, the Chief of Patna factory, brought the 
question to the arbitrament of the sword by his roughly planned and ill- 
conducted attack on Patna on 25 June 1763. Mir Qasim had recently taken 
great pains, in view of such a contingency, to recruit soldiers and discipline 
them and he welcomed Ellis s attack. “Exult not upon the success which 
you have gained merely by treachery and night assaults. . . By the will of God, 
you shall see in what manner this shall be revenged and retaliated.” 

The President and Council decided to depose Mir Qasim and concluded 
a treaty with Mir Jafar on 10 July 1763 reinstating him in the suhahdari of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The Court of Directors welcomed this decision.^ 
War was declared against Mir Qasim and prosecuted with the utmost vigour. 
Major Adams advanced to M^urshidabad and within four months inflicted on 
Mir Qasim a series of defeats at Katwa, Gheria, Sooty and Udantda. The 
hard-pressed hsawab fled to Patna and in a wanton spirit of rage and revenge 

^P. 8. 
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put to death all his English prisoners, including Ellis, his inveterate enemy. 
His Indian chieftains refused to undertake this criminal commission, but the 
notorious European adventurer Walter Reinhardt (alias Samru) personally 
supervised the butchery. But Patna was captured on 6 November and 
iVlir Qasini was hunted out of his dominions. On 5 December he crossed 
the Karamiiasa and sought refuge in Oudh. 


S h uj ail d-Da it I a h 


Siiujaud-Daulah, the Nawab Vazir of Oudh, was an ambitious ruler. At 
this time neutrality had no place in his policy, and he took the keenest 
interest in the struggles that were going on around him. The Mughal 
Emperoi Shah Alani, after an unsuccessful bid to recover Ins throne, had 
sought the Nawab Vazir s support, and the latter decided to utilize him as a 
tool for the prosecution of his own designs. Shah Alam, wrote the Calcutta 
Council, ‘‘will never be in possession of his capital nor of any real authority. 
All remittances said to be made to the King are in truth so much money 
tnrovtn into the hands of Shuja Dowla to be employed perhaps against 
the very person that gave it.’’® 

Now Mu- Qasim had come to Allahabad with the remnant of his defeated 
army. Shaujaud-Daulah had no hope of getting Bihar from the English, tie 
therefore pledged his support and assistance to "Mir Qasim, and the terms of 

alliance were speedily settled. Thereupon both the English and the new allies 
prepared for war. 


It seemed, however, that die Company’s army was in no mood for battle. 
Since Plassey military service in Bengal had been an extremely profitable pro- 
position, and a spirit of insubordination and licentiousness was rampant. 
Indeed early in 1764 a dangerous mutiny appeared to be brewing." A further 
disadt aiitage was the apparent want of energy and enterprise manifested bv 
the new commander, Major Carnac. Rather than carry the war into Shuiaiid- 
Daulahs territory, he decided to await an attack. This policy, thouoh later 
rammended by the Directors,^" wns acceptable neither to the army nor to the 
Council at Calcutta^^ and against his will Carnac was goaded to advance. 

11 o May a desultory battle with no consequence was fought at Panch-Pahari 
near Patna. - ^ The army was anxious to pursue Sliujaud-Daulah and turn 
this repulse into a^ complete rout but was restrained. The Nawab Vazir 
salvaged all his equipment and retreated to Buxar. Thus ended a barren 

campaign, which though marked by no positive disaster, reflects little credit 
on Its commandmg officer. 

Several overtures were now made to secure an accommodation, tliouph 

not directly by Shujaud-Daulah himself. The Emperor expressed his willing- 

Samru° English refused to negotiate until Mir Qasim and 

SeTove Shujaud-Daulah refused to hand 

them mer and insisted on the cession of Bihar before he would listen to any 

' P. 246. 
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terms the English might dictate. So both sides once more prepared them- 
selves for a trial of strength. 

The Board at Fort William was informed that Shujaud-Daulah was 
planning to invade their territories and, realising that his enthusiasm was 
born of Carnac’s timid leadership in the last campaign, transferred the com- 
mand to Major Munro. Scarcely had Miinro joined wdien the sepoy batta- 
lions displayed in a worse form those signs of mutiny which had been earlier 
repressed with great difficulty. Munro believed that the situation warranted 
summary and drastic action. He pursued and arrested all the sepoys who 
had marched off with their arms demanding increase of pay and prize money, 
selected about thirty of the leading mutineers, had them tried by the field 
court-martial and, when they were found guilty and sentenced to death, had 
them blown off from guns. This ended all efforts at mutiny and desertion, 
and, within four months on 6 October, Munro felt himself strong enough to 
lead his troops against the Nawab Vazir at Buxar. Jealousy and intrigue 
were rife in the rival camp. Shah Alam, who brought to the allied cause 
little more than the halo of his imperial title, tvas no better than a prisoner, 
and made several offers to come to terms with the English. Mir Qasim was 
in an even worse plight. The Nawab Vazir treated him with marked and 
studied insolence ; he was robbed and confined in prison. On 22 October, 
when the English force arrived at Buxar, Shujaud-Daulah released him, 
provided him with a lame elephant and dismissed him. But a man of courage 
and some military skill, there was no reason why Shujaud-Daulah should not 
ha\'e given a good account of himself against Munro’s comparatively small 
force. Impatient of delay, however, he resolved to attack and this proved his 
undoing. The action began at 9 o’clock on 23 October and by noon all was 
over. The allied armies were routed and Shujaud-Daulah abandoned all his 
stores and equipment, A fearful scene of carnage ensued. In the last 
struggle for life ‘'so many perished that at last a bridge, three hundred yards 
long, was formed of their bodies over which the survivors escaped.^’^^ 

The Aftermath of Buxar 

At Buxar both the Nawab Vazir and the Company were playing for high 
stakes. Shujaud-Daulah risked his entire dominion, which stretched from 
Saharanpur to the Karamnasa, in an effort to snatch the fertile provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. For the English defeat would have meant the 
end of their rule in this part of India ; as it was, they found themselves un- 
disputed masters of the entire country up to Allahabad. Buxar completed the 
process begun at Plassey seven years before. The English were now one of 
the most important powers in India, the Nawab Vazir’s power was completely 
reduced, Mir Qasim ceased to be a political force and Shah Alam had sought 
the Company’s protection. 

Paralysed by the unexpected defeat, Shujaud-Daulah was anxious to 
come to terms. But the English declared the surrender of Mir Qasim and 
Samru to be an indispensable preliminary.^'^ The Nawab Vazir still had 
sufficient sense of honour to look on such a surrender of those who had sought 

“Col. G. B. Malleson, Decisive Battles of India (1914), pp. 204-5, 
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refuge with him as an act of infamy.^^ Moreover, Mir Qasim was by now 
beyo^nd Ms reach. This luckless person had managed to escape on the lame 
elephant and after an unbroken series of misfortunes ended his days in ex- 
treme poverty near Delhi in 1111 }^ As for Sararu, the Natvab Vazir offered 
to invite him to an entertainment and to have him assassinated in the 
presence of the English. TMs certainly was a less honourable alternative to 
surrender, and the English indignantly rejected the offer. Instead they 
agreed not to insist on the surrender of Mir Qasim and Samru provided 
Shujaud-Daulah himself punished them by ordering a public execution.*^ 
Samru, however, fearing such a fate, fled while it was yet possible. 


Meantime Shujaud-Daulah retired to Allahabad, sought to rally his forces 
and beseeched several influential chieftains for help. Munro, expecting a 
second engagement, broke up the siege of Chunar which had been under- 
taken bv a detachment under Major Pemble and took up new positions at 
Benares. He soon however quit the command to embark for Europe and 
hfajor Fletcher temporarily took charge in January 1765. Fletcher laid siege 
to Allahabad and Chunar and captured them in February. Thus all strong- 
holds of the Naw^ab Vazir were in the possession of the English. Tliis com- 
pletely damped the ardour of his soldiers and subjects. Many of the troops 
deserted, the whole country submitted without any further attempt at resist- 
ance and the Nawab Vazir sought refuge among the Rohillas. But still 
undaunted he sought new alliances and in the company of Tmadul-Mulk the 
ex-Vazir of Farrukhabad and Malhar Rao Holkar advanced to Kora. Once 
more, how^'ever, on 3 May 1765, the Company’s forces gained the day and the 
three chiefs were compelled to fall back. Shujaud-Daulah now capitulated 
and the Council at Fort William was not disinclined to come to reasonable 
terms. The preliminaries of a treaty w^ere settled but ratification was post- 
poned pending the arrival of Clive. On 3 May 1765 Clive assumed charge 
as Governor for the second time and the negotiations were finally concluded 
in the form of a treaty at xAllahabad on 16 x\ugust 1765. 

By this treaty of Allahabad, Shujaud-Daulah was given back all his 
territories with the exception of the two districts of Kora and Allahabad 
vhich weie reserved for the Emperor. Clive justified this action as jirocccd- 
ing more from the policy of not extending the Company’s territorial posses- 
sions than from the generous principle of attaching Shah Alam for ever bv 
gratitude to the Company s interest.^® The English forces were to be 
withdrawn from the Vazir s dominions, but a defensive alliance was to be 
formed between the Company, and the Nawab Vazir and the Nawab of Bengal 
In consideration of the large expenditure incurred by the Company during 
the tvar Shujaud-Daulah exempted it from the payment of duties on trade 
throughout Ms kingdom. He further agreed to pay to the Company a war 
mdemnity of fifty lakhs of rupees. The surrender of Mir Qasim and Samru 
was no longer m his power, but he agreed not to receive them. 

Uie treaty of 1765 forms a landmark in the history of Oudh. It closed 
a prolonged and bloody struggle and began a period of lasting peace. Though 
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Shujaiicl-Daulali was formally recognized as an equal power, he became in 
fact a subordinate and protected ally. None of his successors dared to defy 
the British might and Oiidh remained a subservient state till it was further 
emasculated by Lord Wellesley in 1803 and finally extinguished by Lord 
Dalhousie in 1856. Give’s settlement, which laid the foundation of all future 
relations with Oudh, was the most permanent achievement of his second 
administration. 


Mir Jafar and the Diwani 

In July 1763, as we have seen, the Company recalled Mir Jafar, now 72 
years of age and scarcely able to move, from his retirement and restored 
him to the masnad of Bengal. In return Mir Jafar not only guaranteed to 
the Company all its former rights and privileges but also conceded exemption 
from all duties except the 2^ per cent duty on salt which the Company’s ser- 
vants voluntarily agreed to pay, and promised as a war indemnity thirty lakhs 
of rupees to the Company and large donations to the army and navy, and resti ■ 
tution money to private merchants. The last stipulations shocked the Directors 
who condemned their servants’ unbounded thirst after riches : “Indeed when 
we consider the present state of the country involved for years past in continual 
wars, and drained of its riches and the blood of its inhabitants, it is impossible 
for us to suppose our own servants capable of adding so greatly to its miseries, 
by compelling or even persuading the Nabob to pay such exorbitant sums 
of money, and at a time when by all accounts he is himself in the greatest 
distress”.^® Mir Jafar, restored on such conditions, was naturally at the mercy 
of the English. He was brought down to Calcutta on 3 September 1764 and 
was ordered to contribute five lakhs of rupees per month so long as the Com- 
pany found itself at war with Mir Qasim and Shujaud-Daulah. As for the 
Company’s servants, they demanded for themselves at first twenty lakhs, then 
raised the demand to forty lakhs, and finally fixed it at forty-eight lakhs. 

The effrontery exhibited during these five years of crime makes one blush 
for the honour of England.”^*^ 

On the death of Mir Jafar in February 1765 the question of appointing 
his successor arose. Such selections of the rulers of Bengal formed one of 
the most lucrative occupations of the Board at Fort ^Villiam. In return for 
the payment of twelve lakhs of rupees by way of presents and the exemption 
of the inland trade from all duties the Governor Spencer and his Council 
enthroned Mir Jafar’s eldest son, Najmud-Daulah. 

But other changes followed the victory at Buxar and the arrival of 
Clive.^ Immediately after the battle the Emperor Shah Alam commenced 
negotiations with the English and the Calcutta Council transferred to him 
Shujaud-Daulah s kingdom provided he conferred on the Company the 
za?nindari of Ghazipur and Benares with the same rights and in as full a 
manner as it had been held by Shujaud-Daulah and met all the expenses 
of the war from the time of his joining the English."^ But Clive, soon 
after taking charge, unceremoniously discarded the settlement. Instead he 

P. 98. 
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compeiied Shall Alam, in return for the two districts of x^llahabad and Kora 
and the payment of an annual sum of twenty-six lakhs of rupees for his 
expenses and the support of his dignity, to confer the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa on the Company and to confirm the grants of lands to the Com- 
pany and of a jagir to himself by the former Nawabs. 


The Diu'ani connoted the superintendence of the lands and revenue collec- 
tions and he who held tliis office tvas second only to the Nawab Vazir in the 

f* 

administration of the Mughal Empire. The Diwcni was appointed by the 
Emperor and tvas wholly independent of the Nazim, or Nawab who had no 
legal right to interfere in the management of the revenues. The Select Com- 
mittee explained to the Court of Directors that the Diwa^ii involved the 
collection of all the revenues and, after defraying the expenses of the army 
and allowing sufficient funds for the support of the Nizamat, the remittance 
of the remainder to the Emperor. 


It was in 1758, when the reputation of the Company stood high among 
the country powers, that the Mughal Emperor first offered to vest them with 
the responsibility of collecting the revenues of the siibah of Bengal, amounting 
to over two hundred and fifty lakhs. '‘Such a dignity” wrote the Fort William 
authorities to the Directors, "annexed to your Presidency would give extra- 
ordinary weight to the Company in the Empire which nothing could be 
able^ to remove ; however though repeated proposals have been made to the 
President yet at this critical conjunction he has been under the necessity of 
evading them. . Shah Alam repeated his offer of the Diwani in 1761 
and l76o but the Company, fearing the ill-will of the Nawab and the other 
European powers in Bengal, declined. The Court of Directors expressed their 
approval^-^ But in 1765 circumstances had greatly changed. The entire 
control of the provinces had devolved upon the British and the office of the 
Diwani ^ seemed to offer a perennial source of revenue. Clive also believed 
that this open acceptance of responsibility would rid the Company’s Govern- 
ment of corruption and place the administration on a stable footing.-'^ As 
for the extension of the scope of the Company’s authority, Clive was "realistic 
enough to see that it was inevitable. “Assure voursclf that the Com])anv must 
either be what they are or be annihilated.”^ « ' Clive also believed that^as the 
Diwam m theory conferred no sovereign authority foreign governments would 
and could take no umbrage. But whatever the legaf position, the fact re- 
mamed that the farman of August 1765 placed the seal on British supremacy 

S^at it lie heard of this transaction 

he bodrnoli?" constitutional entrance of the Company into 

tuL^dkJrm witl r' 1 M k settlement of Bengal a fixed consti- 
tutional form, with a legal title, acknowledged and recognized now for thr- 

fct ame b, an .he natural powers of the co™.,v, beeaS k aroTfr™ Se 

charter of the undoubted sovereign”' While Shah Alam had no practical 
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authority in Bengal and was giving away what was not really his to give, 
some value attached to the imperial farman. And the Directors, now willing 
to exercise power and dominion, approved of Clive’s settlement and accepted 
the Diwani : “when we consider that the barrier of the countrv eovernment 

o 

was entirely broke down and every Englishman throughout the country armed 
with an authority that owned no superior and exercising his power to the 
oppression of the helpless natives who knew not whom to obey, at such a 
crisis we cannot hesitate to approve your obtaining the Dewannee for the 
Company.”^® 

The functions of the Diwani were exercised on behalf of the Company 
by their Resident at Murshidabad Darhar who acted as the collector of the 
King’s revenues, under the inspection and control of the Select Committee at 
Fort William. The Nawab Nazim consented to accept Rs. 5,386,131-9-0 every 
year as an adequate allowance for the support of the Nizamat but the 
Directors insisted that the Company’s authority should extend to nothing 
beyond the superintendence of the revenue collections and the receipt of the 
Nawab’s payments. ''The administration of justice, the appointment to 
offices, zemindarries, in short, whatever comes under the denomination of 
civil administration, we understand, is to remain in the hands of the Nabob 
or his ministcrs”d'^ It was also not thought prudent, either by the Council 
at Fort William or by the Directors, to vest the immediate management of 
the revenues in English hands. This had been tried in the provinces ceded 
by Mir Qasim but the experiment had proved a failure. European collectors 
had little knowledge of the country and its civil institutions and their ap- 
pointment only served to rouse jealousy among Indian and European powers ; 
so Clive recommended the exclusive employment of Indians as both most 
convenient and least invidious. Muhammad Riza Khan was appointed Naih 
Diwa?i in 1765 and served in this capacity for seven years. He was already 
the Naib Nazim, and lest he should abuse this concentration of powers, he was 
advised to relinquish the charge of the Nazim and was associated in the work 
of the Diwani with Raja Diirlabhram and the banker Khushal Chand Jagat 
Seth, while the Resident at Murshidabad was instructed to exercise a vigilant 
supervision. 

How did this system operate? At the outset it should he noticed that 
to the Company it proved most remunerative. In 1765 Sykes estimated the 
revenues of Bengal at over 30 million rupees and believed that the whole could 
be collected without resort to methods of oppression. Clive too arrived at a 
figure of nearly 250 lakhs of sihka rupees, and as the expenses and other 
commitments would not amount in time of peace to more than 128 lakhs, 
he expected a clear gain to the Company of 122 lakhs or £1,650,900.^1 In 
November 1765 he reported that the revenues were flowing in so fast that 
although a sum of £300,000 was being sent to China, the Company would be 
under no necessity of seeking financial assistance from England.^- None of 
this surplus was spent in Bengal, the whole being despatched to England. 

^«Pp. 183-4. 
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The entire country was regarded as an estate ai c ^ P 

Fast India Company. A statement of revenues and expenses ^ 

1-1 six years after the mant of the Dlwani reveals that nearly onc-thiic 

the iirst SIX years aiiei uic , -r- i n.'i Ti-* 

of the net annual revenues of Bengal was remitted to England. ^ 

there was the pavment by Indian rulers for military f 

the army, compensation to individuals and the satings 1 

Mvale fortunes were remm.d by bilk on the Engl, sb »< foro.gn 
companies. This method of Iransferrmg wealth to England led to m 

enormous increase of exports over imports. Vcrclst exnom 

for 1766-68 as: imports of bullion by European companics-£624,375 cxpoits 
of commodides and bullion— £6,311.250. There was also the export of bullion 
in considerable quantity to British settlements in China and elsewhere. 
During the years 1757-66 this drain amounted to over 8 million pounds 
sterlin^.^-* The loss of bullion, particularly of silver, led to an alarming 
scarcity of coin.»" But the Directors, apparently believing that the riches of 
Bengal tvere limitless, paid no heed, and this naturally impoverished the 
province and brought it almost to the brink of disaster. 

Administratively the dual system resulted in the total instability of the 
Nawab’s Government. The collectors of revenue were responsible not to him 
but to the Company, and the army too was under them in their capacity 
as the authorities msponsible for the defence of the provinces. So the 
Ni^amat deprived of soldiery, lacked the necessary sanctions to cnfotcc its 
criminal Vnsdiction. On the other hand, the Company refused to accept 
responsibility not only for the criminal jurisdiction but even for the conduct 
of the civil courts which till then had been generally accepted as part of the 
Diwanl^^ The dual system in fact came to mean in practice the abandon- 
ment of all control of the machinery of government. A whole horde oP 
zamindars, dfnih, qaniingos, niiitasaddis and other minor officials were let 
loose to raise what they pleased from the cultivators and traders, ir the 
victims appealed to the Nawab, he had no officers through whom he could 
enforce justice ; if the complaints were referred to the Company s Resident 
at Murshidabad, he had no means of ascertaining how far they were genuine. 
All told, Richard Becher, Resident at the Darhar, had much cause for believ- 


ing that within four years of the grant of the Dkvani, “this fine Country, 
which flourished under the most despotic and arbitrary Government, is verging 
towards it’s Ruin while the English have really so great a share in the Ad- 
ministration.”^^ But Clive still refused to associate responsibility with 
authority, and felt it very necessary to preserve “the present appearance of 
the Nawab's powder.” 


Clive’s Jagir 

Cognate with the grant of the Diwani was the question of Clive’s jagir 
which in the years 1764-66 aroused a great deal of controversy both in England 


®^See the Fourth Report of the Committee of Secrecy appointed by the Flouse of 
Commons, 1773. 
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and in India. In 1758 the Nawab, Mir Jafar, in appreciation of Clive’s great 
services in suppressing the refractory nobles and protecting the Nawab from 
the invasion of the Shahzada, conferred on him as a jagir the quit rent, 
variously computed between twenty-seven and thirty thousand pounds a year, 
of the lands south of Calcutta which had been ceded to the Company. This 
grant was made ostensibly for the support of the Omrah of the Empire which 
title the Nawab had secured for Clive from the Emperor.^® Clive had been 
very anxious to secure this jcigir. When in April 1758 the envoys from Delhi 
brought the patent conferring on him the command of six thousand horse, 
Clive refused to pay the enormous fees demanded on the ground that he had 
not yet received the jagir customarily attached to the office. In January 1759 
he requested the Seths to remind the Nawab of the fact that Clive should 
receive a jagir equal to his rank.®^ 

Mir Jafar could hardly reject Clive’s demand. The conferment of the 
jagir^ however, placed Clive in the singular position of being the feudal 
superior of his own masters. The Company became the tenant of its servant. 
But at the time the Court of Directors raised no objection. They sanctioned 
the transaction in the belief that when an opportune moment came it would 
be easier and simpler to cease payment of rent to Clive or his successor rather 
than to the Nawab of Bengal. But clearly the whole arrangement was open 
to many objections. Clive had accepted an enormous present from foreign 
rulers without the express permission of his own Government, and thereby 
attained a status which rendered the Company’s position anomalous. Be- 
sides the objections on principle there was the amount of the quit rent. It 
was a sum which no one could possibly ignore. 

In 1762 the rivalry between Laurence Sulivan and Clive to secure a 
dominant interest in the Company’s affairs brought the question of the jagir 
to the forefront. One of the first acts of the new Court was the issue of 
instructions to the Governor of Bengal directing him to credit into the Com- 
pany’s treasury the quit rent payable to Clive for the current year, and to 
compile a statement of the sums paid to Clive since the jagir was first 
granted with a view to compelling reimbursement.^® Clive was greatly 
alarmed and hastened to protect his interest. Fortified by legal opinion, he 
applied to the Directors for a copy of their proceedings relating to the jagir 
and filed an appeal against them in chancery. 

Before this conflict between Clive and Sulivan came to a head, however, 
circumstances in India placed Clive in a position of vantage. The Court of 
Proprietors heard with dismay that their servants in Bengal were acting 
without restraint and the flame of war had once again been kindled, and 
they believed that Clive alone could safeguard them from the impending 
anarchy and disaster, Sulivan and his friends were opposed to Clive’s re- 
appointment hut the Proprietors overruled them and saw to it that Clive 
was sent out not only as President of the Fort William Council but also as 
Governor and Commandcr-in-Chief of all the Company’s possessions in 
Bengal.'^ ^ To make sure of his acceptance they offered to recognize his 
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right to the jagir on a permanent tenure ; and when Clive suggested that it 
suited him better to secure a tenure of ten years, if he lived so long, they 
readily agreed^- The authorities in India were informed that all former 
orders regarding the jagir were cancelled and all sums of money which had 
been retained in consequence of those orders should be paid to Clive on his 
arrival or in the meantime to his attorneys/^'*^ 


There is no doubt that in accepting the Presidentship Clive was as much 
motivated by the possibility of safeguarding his jagir against all future 
attacks as by the need to re-establish order in Bengal.'^ ^ When he reached 
a settlement with Shah Alam, he took care to secure along with the grant 
of the Diwani to the Company the confirmation of his own jagir. The 
wording of the farman was obviously his, for it synchronizes with the terms 
of his agreement with the Court of Directors: “the said Purgannahs are 
confirmed as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty aforesaid 
from the 16th May of die 1764th year of the Christian stile... to the expiration 
of 10 years, they shall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the High 
and Mighty aforesaid, and after the expiration of this term, to revert to the 
Company as an unconditional jagueer and perpetual gift ; and if the High 
and Mighty aforesaid should die within the said term, they shall revert to 
the Company immediately upon his deathd’’^''^ Under this grant Clive would 
receive 222,958 sthha rupees annually for ten years commencing from 5 May 
1764 .^® 


Conduct of the Company's Servants 

Ever since the ascendancy of the English in the administration of 
Bengal, the servants of the Company broke all rules of restraint with im- 
punity and openly engaged in the internal trade of the country. References 
to such misconduct on their part form a continuous chain in this corres- 
pondence. These Englishmen had come out to India imbued for the most 
part with the sole idea of amassing as much wxalth as possible in the shortest 
time possible. Their outlook and training were wholly commercial. Private 
profit seemed to them the only compensation for the many privalions en- 
dured by them in this far ofE country. Covenanted servants and free 
«■ ^ 

merchants made common cause against any attempt to regulate tlieir con- 
duct and check their rapacity ; and this spirit of licence and insubordination 
was not slow in gaining an ascendancy over the military classes as well. 
From the Governor to the youngest writer, and from the General to the most 
junior ensign, all were busily engaged in utilizing their official status for 
securing their private advantage. Verelst frankly wrote to the Directors on 
30 September 1765 that many transactions of the senior servants of the Com- 
pany '‘seem to demonstrate, that every spring of this Government was 
smeared with corruption, that principles of rapacity and oppression univer- 
sally pervaded, and that every spark of sentiment and public spirit was lost 
and extinguished in the inordinate lust of unmerited wealth.”'^’’ 

Forrest, op. cii., H, pp. 201, 204. 
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of 12 August 1765, see Bolts, op. cit., Appendix, pp. 33-4, 
^Fort Wilham—India House Correspondence, Vol. V, pp 47-8 
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The participation in inland trade as a means of private gain and the 
receipt of presents from Indian rulers were the two great abuses of this 
period. The inland trade consisted of the traffic in commodities produced 
and consumed witihn Bengal and included salt, grain, betel-nut and tobacco, 
and this trade afforded a livelihood to a considerable section of the popula- 
tion. The jcirman guaranteeing the Company the privilege of unhampered 
trade custom-free (except at Surat) covering all goods whether imported or 
purchased in the country for export was first conferred on the English by 
Aurangzeb in 1667;^® This privilege was renewed notably by Farrukhsiyar 
in 1717, and Sirajud-Daulah in 1757 issued a parwema conceding the claims 
of the English to duty-free trade. Later Mir Jafar also granted this conces- 
sion. A dastah or certificate signed by the English President or Chiefs of 
factories and shown at chaukis or toll houses helped pass the goods duty-free. 
It will be seen that this exemption was for the Company alone and could 
not be claimed by their servants for their private gain. Whenever such an 
attempt was made to extend the protection of the Company’s dastak to the 
trade carried on by individual Englishmen in the interior, it was vigorously 
opposed by the Subahdar as defrauding the public revenue and injuring the 
Indian merchants. But once the ascendancy of the Enghsh in Bengal w^as 
assured by the elevation of Mir Jafar to the stibahdari, the Company’s 
servants broke through the restraints that had previously been imposed on 
them and utilized the dastak to protect their private trade in every part of 
the province. Moreover these dastaks were openly sold and quite as often 
forged. Participation in trade was in itself improper, but the utilization of 
the Company’s patronage to secure a practical monopoly aggravated the 
evil. Few dared to compete in inland trade with the Company’s servants, 
and those who did were easily ousted, for the dastak enabled the English 
merchants to procure supplies at half the cost incurred by their Indian 
rivals. The result was the drying up of the sources of public revenue, an 
accentuation of the poverty of the people and the depletion of the Com- 
pany’s funds. 


It must, however, be stated that the Court of Directors, mistaken as 
their views often were, strongly disapproved of such conduct. Thus we 
find them writing in 1766: ‘^‘Much has been urged by our servants at diffe- 
rent times in favor of the right of this trade which we have always treated 
as a most absurd claim. The words of the Phirmaund are 'Whatever goods 
the English Company shall bring or carry etc., are duty free.’ To suppose 
that the Court of Delhi could mean by these words a monopoly of the 
necessaries of life over their own subjects is such an absurdity that we shall 
not lose time or words in trying to refute it.’’^'^* But those to whom these 
rebukes were addressed, over-rating both the importance of their achieve- 
ments and the value of their service, resented such censure, and the repeated 
orders of the Directors that the inland trade be abandoned were quietly 
ignored. 

Mir Qasira, however, soon after he came to the throne, regarded tliis 
unwarranted participation in the inland trade by the servants of the Company 


C. 

VIII, pp. 


U. Aitchison, A Collection of Treaties, Engagements, and Sunnuds (1929), Vol. 
368-9. 



INTRODUCTION 


as injurious both to his dignity and to his revenues, and determined to 
take more effective steps than the authorities in London had succeeded 
in doing. The consequence was his overthrow and flight. Mir Jafar provc'd 
more amenable and exempted the English from all duties except a duty of 

per cent on salt. But the English were now no longer satisfied with this ; 
they insisted that Mir Qasim’s orders exempting all merchants from paying 
duties for 2 years be withdrawn and that the Indian merchants should be 
compelled to pay duties. The Court of Directors again protested : "‘These 
are terms which appear to be so very injurious to the Nabob and to the 
natives, that they cannot in the very nature of them tend to anything but 
the producing great heart burnings and dissatisfaction.” Until a more 
equitable and satisfactory plan could be framed the authorities at Fort 
Milliam were directed to consult the Nawab as to the manner of carrying- 
on the inland trade so that it might prove advantageous to all — the Nawab, 
the Company and the Company’s servants.^ 

But even this order was ignored, and the reports of mismanagement 
which were continuously being received so alarmed the Directors that as a 
last resort they sent out Clive once more with instructions to settle this 
question of inland trade in a manner honourable to the Company, to the 
satisfaction and with the concurrence of the Nawab so as to prevent con- 
fusion and oppression.^ ^ 


For the civil government a Select Committee with full powers was 
associated with Clive. He and his Councillors immediately addressed 
themselves to the accomplishment of the objects for which they had been 
appomted. "Upon my arrival, I am sorry to say, I found your affairs in a 
condition so nearly desperate as would have alarmed any set of men.... The 
sudden, and among many, the unw^arrantable acquisition of riches, had in- 
troduced luxury in every shape, and in it’s most pernicious excess... 
again "We saw plainly that most of the gentlemen in Council had been too 
deeply concerned themselves in the measures which required amendment for 
us to expect any assistance from them, on the contrary, we were certain of 
finding opposition to every plan of innovation, and an unanimous attempt 
to defeat the intentions of the proprietors...”-^^ Bold, imperious and in- 
tolerant of contradiction, Clive was sweeping in his censure and his state- 
ments must be read with caution; but however drastic his diagnosis, his 
remedies were well-chosen. He felt it was indispensable for the peace and 
prosperity of the country that the Company’s servants should not be allowed 
to compete on their own account with Indian dealers in every market; hut 
on the other hand if their integrity and efficiency were to be insured they 
should not be left uncared for in the midst of 'wealth which was within 
t eir easy reach. To Clive it seemed that the Company’s servants indulged 

regular emoluments were so scanty. 
From the begmnmg the Company, like all other commercial concerns, had 
pmd their agents only a mere pittance but allowed them to supplement it 
by other means. But tins system of personal enterprise was incongruous 
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with the sovereignty of a kingdom. Clive therefore established a Society of 
Trade which was to consist of 3 classes of shareholders each entitled to a 
fixed number of shares: class one with 35 shares was to consist of the 
Governor, members of Board and Colonels ; class two with 12 shares com- 
prised chaplains, junior merchants and Lt. Colonels, and class three with 8 
shares was to consist of factors, majors, surgeons etc. This Society was to 
be managed by a Committee of Trade consisting of two members of the 
Select Committee and two members of the Council. The Society was entrusted 
with all trade in salt, betel-nut and tobacco. Supplies w^ere procured from 
Indian merchants and sold at reasonable prices to agents who in turn trans- 
ported them to certaiir places for sale. The country merchants might then 
become the purchasers and again transport the commodities wherever there 
was the greatest prospect of profit.'*’^ But to prevent the abuses and oppres- 
sions usually incidental to a monopoly, Clive devised a number of regula- 
tions and subjected the trade to a considerable duty. At a resumed meeting 
of the Select Committee it w^as resolved that a duty of 35% be levied on salt, 
10% on the prime cost of betel-nut and 25% on tobacco. Tliis was expected 
to yield at least a hundred thousand pounds sterling per annum.^^ 

Clive informed the Directors of this decision to establish a Society of 
Trade. They, however, felt that it was not consistent either with the honour 
or with the dignity of the Company to promote such an exclusive trade, and 
that it was their duty to protect and cherish the inhabitants and give them 
no occasion to look on every Englishman as their national enemy. The 
vast fortune acquired in the inland trade had been obtained by the worst 
tyranny and oppression ever known in any age or country, and therefore 
such trade should be totally abolished and not continued even in this limited 
and regulated manner.^® This prohibition was repeatedly ordered but Clive 
and the Select Committee, instead of abolishing this qualified monopoly, 
sought to prolong it for another year under what is known as the 'second 
plan.’^' Clive justified this decision by observing that when the Court 
issued their orders they could not have had the least idea of the favourable 
change in the affairs of Bengal whereby the interest of the Nawab with 
regard to salt was no longer immediately concerned. Under the 'second 
plan’, all salt provided by the Society of Trade was to be sold at Calcutta 
and at the places where it w'’tis manufactured only to Indian merchants at 
the rate of Rs. 2 per maund, these merchants then transporting it to any 
part of the province. Thus the servants of the Company would have no 
concern in the sale of salt. Provision was also made for fixing the price of 
salt in different markets and the duty payable to the Company was raised 
from 35% to 50%, an enhancement which was expected to yield a further 
12 to 13 lakhs annually.'^*^ Clive and the Select Committee felt that this was 
the most equitable system that could be devised and hoped that the large 
increase in the revenue would ensure the Court’s approval"^''* But even this 
plan proved in practice open to abuse. It is true that the prices charged by 

Select Committee Proceedings, 10 August 1765; Banerjee, op. cit.j pp. 656-9. 
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the Society were 12% to IS^jo lower than the average prices prevalent for 
several years in other parts of Bengal. But even so they were exorbitant. 
The fact, moreover, that the monopoly was limited only served to make it 
more effective. William Bolts described this monopoly as '‘the most cruel 
in its nature, and most destructive, in its consequences, to the Company’s 
affairs in Bengal, of all that have of late been established there. Perhaps 
it stands unparallelled in the history of any Government that ever existed 
on earth. The Directors, however, resisting the allure of augmented 
revenue, persisted in demanding the abolition of the Society, which finally 
came to an end in September 1768.®^ 

The receipt of presents from Indian riders was another abuse that was 
generally prevalent. Luxury, rapacity and general relaxation of discipline 
formed the background for widespread corruption. Presents, gifts and 
customary payments by subordinates to superiors were familiar in Indian 
society, and the servants of the Company who came to be regarded as the 
dispensers of real authority in the state found themselves in a position in 
which they w^ould not merely receive but could also exact large and dubious 
payments. 

•a 

The enthroning and dethroning of nawxdxs had been for several years, 
as we have seen, one of the most lucrative occupations of the Fort William 
Council. The masnad of Bengal was a commodity for barter. Even 
Vansittart, otherwise an upright individual, w^as induced to accept five lakhs 
from Mir Qasim ; indeed no one regarded such an act as in any way repre- 
hensible. When Mir Jafar was restored to the throne in 1763, he was treated 
as httle more than a banker for the Company’s servants who could draw 
upon him as often and to as great an amount as they chose. In 1765 the 
nominal sovereignty of Bengal was put up for sale. On this occasion the 
English even went to the extent of reinforcing their demands for presents 
• j he of h.e Clounczl received a gift becoming his rank. 

That the receipt of such presents was an offence was made clear by a 
despatch from the Court of Directors signifying strong disapprobation of 
the practice and requiring all their servants, civil and military, lo execiile 
new deeds of covenant, binding them not to accept any presents or gifts of 
land, rent or revenue without the Court’s consent.®"^ For a short while, 
however, the English officials in Bengal resisted the orders of the Directors 
to enter into new covenants and eagerly made the best use of the short 
interval before Clive’s arrival. This precipitate anxiety to make ample, 
provision for themselves against a long future of restraint makes clear that, 
whate\er the position in Vansittart’s time, no one could now cpiestion the 
illegahty of such transactions. 

Clive decided that such unblushing corruption in gross breach of the 
Company s orders could be countenanced no longer. Ide lost no time in 
informing his Council that the powers which had been assigned to him and 
the Select Committee would be wielded at once and unflinchingly. The 
covenants should be immediately executed on pain of suspension from 

Bolts, op, ciu, p. 164. 
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scr\ice. The junior officials sullenly obeyed: but when Clive openly censur- 
ed the members of Council for receiving presents on the recent elevation of 
Najmud-Daulah to the throne, four of them resigned and the fifth invited 
suspension. Clive, however, was not dismayed. He promptly filled the 
vacancies by securing from the Madras Presidency four gentlemen of 
character and ability on that establishment®^ “Not one of the gentlemen 
next in Council even so low as Mr. Bolts (Mr. Rumbold excepted) is worthy 
a seat at the Board ; many of them are deficient in abilities, and all in prin- 
ciple ; and as to the gentlemen of low^er standing, they are not only too 
young, but too strongly tainted with the corruption of late times to be so 
soon entrusted with power.”®'^ The Committee’s request to Madras for help 
caused great resentment among the civil servants in Bengal. They not only 
sent a memorial to the Court of Directors representing "the injury and 
disgrace’ they had suffered as a result of the action of the Select Committee 
but also formed themselves into an association. But this came to nothing, 
and the Court finally approved of the action of the Select Committee. 

Clive's Military Reforms 

The spirit of corruption which prevailed to such an extent among the 
civil servants of the Company had also spread considerably to the military 
personnel. The temptations in Bengal w^ere so strong that they had almost 
destroyed army discipline. The Court of Directors instructed Clive in 1765 
to devote special attention while dealing with this problem to two points 
on which their frequent orders had so far been totally disregarded : the 
remodelling of the army on scientific lines and the reduction of the exor- 
bitant military expenses. So once peace had been restored to the provinces 
of Bihar, Bengal and Orissa, Clive proceeded to effect reforms on these lines. 
On 5 August 1765 the whole army was divided into three brigades of equal 
strength and composition. Each brigade was to consist of one company of 
artillery, one regiment of European infantry, one risala of Indian cavalry 
and seven sepoy battalions. The first brigade under Brigadier General 
Carnac was stationed at Monghyr, the second under Colonel Richard Smith 
at Allahabad and the third under Sir Robert Barker at Patna (Bankipore). As 
Carnac who was Commander-in-Chief and member of the Select Committee 
was required to be present more or less constantly at Calcutta, the charge of 
his brigade devolved on Lt. Col. Sir Robert Fletcher. Each brigade now 
formed a complete unit capable of participating on its own in serious en- 
counters, and the proportion of field officers was also considerably increased, 
to the great advantage of discipline.®''^ These new regulations placed the 
Bengal army on a stable and efficient footing. 

Having reorganised the army and moved it into cantonments Clive set 
himself to reduce the military expenditure. In earlier days the officers in 
Bengal, as in other Presidencies, had drawn the fixed rate of pay which 
formed their net receipts when in garrison or at headquarters. ^iTien they 
took the field they were allowed hatta, an extra monthly sum of allowance 
to cover the increased expenses. After Plassey, Mir Jafar was obliged by 
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the treaty of 1757 to defray the expenses of the British troops employed in 
his defence. He bestowed on the English officers an additional sum ccpial 
to the hdtta and this was known as double hatta. The double battaj at first a 
purely temporary indulgence, came in process of time to be regarded as a 
matter of right. Mir Qasim, anxious to obtain the goodwill of the army, 
confirmed the grant. When the Company obtained the assignment of the 
districts of Midnapore, Burdwan and Chittagong expressly to meet the extra 
expenses of maintaining a force for the protection of the subahdari, they were 
expected to pay this allowance also. This awoke the Court of Directors to 
the rapacity rampant in their military establishment. Mffiilc they had 
tacitly acquiesced in the payment of double hatta by the Nawab, they now 
issued repeated and peremptory orders for the withdrawal of the extra 
allowance ; “that is to say, all our military arc to have single hatta only in 
the same manner as is allow^ed at our Presidency of Fort St. George, and 
even this single hatta we most earnestly recommend it to yon to reduce 
whenever circumstances will admit of 

Clive and the Select Committee therefore ordered that paymeni of 
double hatta should cease from 1 January 1766 except at Allahabad where, 
on account of the high prices of ])rovisions, the allowance was to he conti- 
nued while the troops were actually in the field, but was to he reduced to 
single hatta when they retired to cantonments. For the same reason single 
hatta was to be paid to troops stationed at Patna and Monghyr.®^ To soften 
the blow, Clive converted the five lakhs bequeathed to him by Mir Jafar 
into a fund for the benefit of invalid soldiers and widows of military servants. 

Even so, the promulgation of the order discontiniiing double hatta was 
the signal for mutiny. Though at first there was no open opposition, the 
majority of the officers resented the cancellation of this payment and sought 
ways of securing its restoration. At length it was decided that about two 
hundred European officers should resign simulianeously their commissions 
in order to force the hands of the authorities at Calcutta.®® The initiative 
seems to have been taken by the officers of the first brigade, and wliether 
the plan originated with Fletcher or not, it was certainly known to him and 
received his approval. Many of the officers at Allahabad and Patna were 
also induced to join. The plot was formed under oaths of secrecy, but, a 
few' months before, Clive had anticipated the possibility of such an occur- 
rence.®® Now when he received intelligence that his prophecy would be 
fulfilled he decided to make no concession. The economy secured by the 
reduction of the hatta seemed to him of trifling consideration when coni" 
pared with the disastrous consequences of yielding to the menace of such a 
mutinous association. In this the whole Council concurred with him. ^'^An 
army making its own terms was such an alarming circumstance that wc 
immediately determined to crush such a mutinous spirit in its birth at all 
hazards. Fletcher, the “principal promoter and instigator of the late dis- 
honorable association and a few other leading offenders were arrested, 
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tried by court martial, cashiered for sedition and sent back to England. To 
prevent any recurrence of similar trouble it was 1 aid-down that every officer 
restored to the army as well as all those who would enlist in future should 
execute a contract of service for three years with the right to resign only 
on a year’s notice or with the permission of the President and Council.'- 

This incipient mutiny was perhaps the most serious crisis that Clive had 
to face during his second administration and had there been the slightest 
faltering on his part the wffiolc power of the state might have been delivered 
into the hands of the army. For, the action of the officers had from the 
beginning been countenanced and supported by many influential civiliansd'^ 
Clive believed that their personal resentment of him w^as responsible for this 
development, and ‘'you will judge to what degree they must have been 
infatuated, to encourage and wish success to a measure which had it pre- 
vailed, must have overthrown their own civil liberties in this country, and 
rendered them the abject slaves of a despotic military government.’’''^ But 
thanks to Clive’s quick and firm decisions, the whole movement collapsed 
within a month’s time. 


Conclusion 

Clive’s work in Bengal was now more or less at an end. Within sixteen 
months he had accomplished most of the objects he had undertaken to 
perform. There was peace with all the neighbouring powers and treaties 
signed with some of them ; Shah Alam had been recognized as the legiti- 
mate head of the empire and the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa secured 
from him ; corruption in Bengal was put down with a firm hand, the finances 
of the Company were improved and order and discipline were restored in 
ihe ranks of the army. “It is”, wrote Clive to his employers, “upon the best 
founded confidence I assert, the East India Company was never so truly 
secure as at present, against military ambition and encroachment ; never 
before have discipline, good order and subordination been so fully con- 
firmed...”^’”’ So he made preparations for his return to England. He had 
always intended to return by the end of 1766 and though the Court of 
Directors urged him to reconsider his decision,'*^ he declined on the grounds 
of health and finally left India on 29 January 1767. 

The task of introducing reforms in every aspect of the Company’s ad- 
ministration was a Herculean one, and that Clive should have accomplished 
so much in so short a time in the face of faction, open hostility and simmer- 
ing resentment is a remarkable tribute to his power of organisation and 
force of character. Yet he was too optimistic in believing that his reforms 
had taken root.^’^ Once his personality was removed from the scene, the 
old evils reappeared on the surface. There was again a weak Nawab on the 
throne of Bengal. Saifud-Daulah had succeeded his brother Najmud- 
Daulah but apart from a reduction of the stipend for the expenses of the 
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Nizamat from 53 to 41 lakhs, the new accession marked no change in the 
Nawab’s relations with the Companv. Though Clive left, the Select Com- 
mittee associated with him continued to function till October 1774 ; but his 
departure meant also the removal of the spirit of his administration, and 
Bengal gained little from the continuance of this body. Still Clive’s second 
administration is of great significance in British Indian history, and in these 
letters we get a graphic picture of his untiring efforts to introduce an element 
of respoiisibilitv in the Company's rule in Bengal and to curb to a certain 
extent the profiteering tendencies of its servants. The correspondence pub- 
lished here provides ample evidence in support of the view that the victor of 
Plassey was to be seen at his best not only on the battle-field but also in the 
Council chamber. 




LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1 764 


Company's relations with Oasim Ali Khan — urge removal of Company's 
corrupt servants — constitution of the Council at Fort William — regret thin 
attendance of Council meetings — abuse of the right of private trade by 
Company's servants and their gumashtahs — inland trade in salty heteUnut 
and tobacco to be suspended — Company's privileges regarding duty-free 
trade. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We have in the most careful and attentive manner taken a view of 
the registers of your Proceedings for the year 1761, and from that time to 
the 14th February 1763 (the last received) wherein we find to our great concern 
the conduct and behaviour of many of our servants have been inconsistent 
with their duty to, and detrimental to the interest of the Company, in a 
variety of instances, which too glaringly appear upon the face of your said 
registers, particularly with respect to the present Subah of Bengal, Cossim Aly 
Kdian, with whom it is most evident the strictest friendship and harmony 
ought to have been cultivated, instead whereof, he and his government have 
met with so much improper and injurious treatment, and been defrauded in 
his revenues by the licentious trade of our said servants, and the agents 
acting under and countenanced by them, to so great a degree that we dread 
the consequences ; it is high time therefore to remedy these evils by exerting 
our authority in removing such persons, who if continued would (from what 
we have already observed of their behaviour) throw our affairs into the utmost 
confusion, and by appointing such others in their room, from whose good 
management we shall expect such care and attention to the true interests 
of the Company that we may not again be under the necessity of recurring 
to such a disagreeable measure. 

2. In our letter of the 13th May last we removed Mr. Ellis from our 
service in Bengal, and took some notice of the intemperate conduct of 
Mr. Stanlake Batson at Cossimbuzar. We now proceed to inform you that 
we have dismissed from the Company’s service Mr. Peter Amyatt, Major 
John Carnacb Mr. John Johnstone and Mr. William Hay, and they are accor- 
dingly from the receipt of this letter to have no further concern in our affairs, 
and are to be sent home in some of the ships which will be dispatched in 
the season of the year 1765. 

3. As to Mr. Batson, his conduct at present appears to us in a very 
unfavourable fight, from the share he had in the disputes with the country 
government with respect to the inland private trade, in his unjust charge of 
a design in the Subah to treat the Begum, his mother in law, with cruelty, by 
interfering with that Prince’s officers in the affair of Hurry Chunder, Droga 
of Patchowterahy wherein two persons of his escort were killed and two others 
wounded, also in giving protection at Cossimbuzar to Mirza Doud,^ who had 
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withdrawn himself from the Suhah^s authority ; we therefore direct that 
iVlr, Batson do forthwith stand suspended from the Company’s service until 
he acquits himself to the satisfaction of you our Governor and Council on the 
said several points or such others as have been alleged against him during 
the time of his being Chief at Cossimbuzar. If he acquits himself to your 
satisfaction, he is to be restored to our service and station, if otherwise, he 
is to be dismissed, but whatever turn this enquiry takes, you arc to send hs a 
particular account of your proceedings. 

4. Mr. Wilham Billers has not behaved entirely to our satisfaction, in 
particular his opposing ye regulations and restraints for the limitation 
of the inland private trade, calculated for the making an end of the disputes 
with the country government on that head, shews he has not the Company’s 
interest at heart so much as in duty he ought. You arc therefore to give 
him a reprimand in our name at the Board and caution him to behave in 
such manner that we may have no occasion for finding any .fault with him 
in future. 


S. Among other instances of Mr. John Cartier and his Council’s beha- 
viour, we have great reason to believe that during his being Chief at Dacca, 
they connived at, or did not use their best endeavours to remedy the great 
abuses and insults which occurred at that place by the gomastahs and other 
people employed in carrying on private trade. You are therefore to make a strict 
enquuy into the conduct of those gentlemen, with respect to the said abuses 
^tid insults and pass such a censure thereon (if they deserve it) as you shall 
thmk proper . and you are particularly to examine into the circumstance 
mention d in your Consultations of the i4th October 1762, relating to a party 
of sepoys, being sent from Dacca to Silhet, who there fired upon and killed 
one of the principal people and afterwards made the zemindar prisoner and 
forcibly carried him away from the last named place, and you arc to cause 

whomsoever shall appear culpable in that unhappy 


6. The part wWch Mr. Hugh Watts has taken as it appears on the face 
of your adyces and Consultations we deem very blameworthy; in his agree- 
mg to die letter on Consultation of the 13th of November 1762, wherein the 
bubah IS treated m dwrespectful and indecent terms, for joining in the rcso- 
u ion to c ^ ^jt>r Carnac to the Board on commercial affairs contrary to 

^Itc subordinates 

™ and Hay in the disputes with the country govern- 

sense of the Board on the regulations 
proposed for Imuttmg the mland private trade^ are expressed. We do theri 

fore hereby duect that Mr. Watts be forthwith suspended from the Com 
pany s service and continue so until he shaU have justified his behLour in 

hi^^forMs° dlfeT^^'^v 1° You must forthwith call upon 

i^riatit ' ^ ^ Consultations for L 


7. The conduct and behaviour of Mr. William Bnltc ,, Tr,,..,. e n- 

Mxt under our consideration, they appear so far as he was connected^ with 
Messrs. Johnstone and Hav to be verv • n 

iB „ ,„d,cio» and imperd„»t L "f 
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stands on your Consultations of the 27th of December 1762, and for which the 
President recommended it to the Council to pass some censure upon him. He 
appears likewise to have been guilty of hregular practice in respect to carry- 
ing on his private trade. Let him be called into Council and reprimanded 
according to his deserts, and inform him if his conduct is not more satis- 
factory for the future we shall dismiss him from the service. 

8. In the course of our enquiry into these transactions we observe one 
Cole, said to be a writer, is compla[ined] of, for that at Munaur Gunge Haut, 
which produces annually 12000 rupees, he had turn’d out all the inhabitants 
in order to build a house as set forth in a letter enter’d after Consultation 
of the 18th October 1762. Who this Cole is we are not inform’d, but let him 
be whom he may, you are to make a strict enquiry into the said outrage, and 
if you find him guilty of it, you are in the first place to oblige him to make 
a suitable and ample satisfaction to the injured parties, and then immediately 
send him away to Europe. 


9. We further find that several persons residing under the Presidency 
of Bengal, as well free merchants as others have conducted themselves very 
unwarrantably, carrying on their trade in several parts of the country in the 
most uncontroulable manner and thereby exposing the Company’s valuable 
privileges to the greatest detriment and hazard. Some of whose names who 
appear the most remarkable are Messrs. Chevalier, Texeyra, Ivy, Motte, 
Robinson and the beforemention’d Cole. With respect to free merchants 
they certainly by such behavior forfeit their covenants, and as to others 
they have no right to the Company’s protection, especially if they are guilty 
of the irregularities laid to their charge. We shah therefore leave it to you 
to make a general enquiry into the behaviour of such persons who reside 
any where under your Presidency, and if you find their behaviour has been or 
shall be such as may be really detrimental to the Company, you are to with- 
draw our protection from them and send them away from Bengal as soon 
as you shall think proper, giving us from time to time an account of your 
proceedings with respect to every such person. 

10. We are now to inform you that we have appointed the foUowing 
gentlemen to the Council for managing and conducting the Company’s 
affairs at our Presidency of Fort William in Bengal to whom aU due obedience 
is to be paid vizt., 

Henry Vansittart Esqr President and Governor 

John Spencer Esqr Second 

Brigadier Genl. John Caillaud Third 

Mr. William McGwire Fourth 

Mr. Stanlake Batson Fifth 


Mr. Charles Stafford Play dell Sixth 

Mr. William Billers ^ . Seventh 

Mr. Harry Verelst Eighth ^ 

Mr. John Cartier . , . . . Ninth 

Mr.' Warren Hastings Tenth 

Mr. Francis Sykes . * . . Eleventh 

Mr, Randolph Marriott Twelfth 

Mr. Hugh Watts Thirteenth 


Mr. Ascanius . William Senior , ' / . . . . Fourteenth 
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11. And we do hereby order and direct that Mr. John Spencer who stands 
Second in Council in the beforegoing list do succeed to the chair as President 
and Governor in case of a vacancy by the death or otherwise of Mr. Vansittart 

12. We explained ourselves very sufficiently in our letter of the 13th of 
May last with respect to the commission of 2^ per cent to be allowed to 
IVlr. Vansittart upon the revenue arising from the grants made by the Suhah 
Cossim Ally Gawn, as being meant personally for that gentleman, and 
not to be claimed or any ways pretended to by any future Governor, Mr. Spencer 
therefore upon his succeeding to the chair as beforemention’d is not to have 
that emolument. 

13. When we informed you in our letter of the 30th of December last 
that General Caillaud’s seat at the Council and in all committees was to be 
next below the President we had not then determined upon a successor to 
Mr. Vansittart but as that is now done by our beforegoing directions, it is 
highly proper his rank should be in the second place, and General Caillaud is 
in course to be the standing Third in Council and at committees, in which 
station he is to be fixed and is never to rise higher, and in case of a vacancy 
in the Government by the death or otherwise of both Mr. Vansittart and 
Mr. Spencer, the same is to be filled up by the member next in standing below 
General Caillaud until our further orders are sent. 

14. If it shall happen at any time that the President and Second in Council 
are both absent, in such case, the next member below Genl. Caillaud is to pre- 
side at the Council and committees during such absence. 

15. In our beforemention’d letter we acquainted you that it was on 
account of General Caillaud s long experience and general knowledge of the 
Company s affairs that we directed he should have a constant seat and voice at 
the Council and in all committees ,* this being intended as a personal com- 
pliment to and acknowledgment of his merit and not to be drawn into a pre- 
cedent. Any successor which we may hereafter think proper to appoint to 
Genl. Caillaud is only to have a seat at the Board when military affairs arc 

under deliberation, and upon no other times or on any other account what- 
soever. 


16. And we here add that the majors or any other military officers are 
to have no seat or voice at the Board, but are to be consulted as occasions may 
requme of which you will be the properest judges. 

; continued Mr. Stanlake Batson and Mr. Hugh Watts 

t ^ ^ M at present stand suspended from the service, they are not 

o act therem un^ they have cleared themselves from the charges against 

preceding part of this letter ; when they have done 
that to satisfaction, they are then to have their rank and be employed as usual. 

18 . Francis Sykes appointed as before noticed Eleventh in Council nm 
ceeds to his station either in the r - i -C c-ouncu pro- 

or hv the wL ef n V ^ r hound to Fort St. George 

or by the way of Bombay on one of the ships consigned to that Presidency 

b 

memto. h™ been geneeaHy P«sen. afXe LXS^CeX.S; mSl 

tlnn. tee and a™.4ne» bn. 41, party narfig? S Mng e^^S 
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as chiefs at the several subordinate settlements ; in order to remedy this evil 
therefore in future, we direct, that the following chiefships and no others be 
filled by members of Council to wit, Patna, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Burdwan, 
Chittagong and Midnapore, unless you see necessary to add Luckipore by this 
regulation ; there will always be seven or eight at the Board, and the necessity 
of having at any times such a number at Calcutta is very obvious, and here 
we must remark that a visit of Mr. Hay’s to Mr. Johnstone’s at Burdwan when 
only two were left at the Board appears so extraordinary a step and so wanton 
a neglect of duty as obliges us to declare that if very good reasons are not 
assigned us when gentlemen of Council are suffer’d to remove from or to 
Calcutta upon private concerns we shall be highly displeased. 

20. One great source of the disputes, misunderstanding and difficulties 
which have occurred with the country government appears evidently to have 
taken it’s rise from the unwarrantable and licentious manner of carrying on 
the private trade by the Company’s servants, their gomastahs, agents and others 
to the prejudice of the Sub ah both with respect to his authority and the reve- 
nues justly due to him, the diverting and taking from his natural subjects the 
trade in the inland parts of the country, to which neither we or any persons 
whatsoever dependent upon us or under our protection have any manner of 
right, and consequently indangering the Company’s very valuable privileges ; 
in order therefore to remedy all these disorders we do hereby positively order 
and direct. 

21. That from the receipt of this letter a final and effectual end be forth- 
with put to the inland trade in salt, beetlenut, tobacco, and in all other articles 
whatsoever produced and consumed in the country, and that all European and 
other agents or gomastahs who have been concern’d in such trade be imme- 
diately order’d down to Calcutta and not suffer’d to return or be replaced as 
such by any other persons. 

22. That as our phirmaund privileges of being duty free, are certainly con- 
fined to the Company’s export and import trade only, you are to have recourse 
to and keep within the liberty therein stipulated and given as nearly as can 
possibly be done, but as by the connivance of the Bengal Government and 
constant usage the Company’s covenant servants have had the same benefit 
as the Company with respect to their export and import trade, we are willing 
they should enjoy the same and that dusticks^ be granted accordingly, but 
herein the most effectual care is to be taken that no excesses or abuses are 
suffer’d upon any account whatsoever, nor dusticks granted to any others than 
our covenant servants as aforesaid, however notwithstanding any of our former 
orders no writer is to have the benefit of a dustick until he has served out his 
full time of five years in that station. Free merchants and others are not 
entitled to, or to have the benefit of the Company’s dusticks but are to pay the 
usual duties. 

23. As no agents or gomastahs are to reside on account of private trade 
at any of the inland parts of the country, all business on account of licensed 
private trade is to be carried on by and thro’ the means of the Company’s 
covenant servants resident at the several subordinate factories, as has been 
usual. 

24. We are under the necessity of giving the beforegoing orders in order 
to preserve the tranquillity of the country and harmony with the Nabob, they 
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are rather outlines than compleat directions which you are to add to and 
improve upon agreeable to the spirit of and our meaning in them as far as 
may be necessary to answer the desired purposes. And if any person or 
persons are guilty of a contravention of them be they whomsoever they may, 
if our own servants they are to be dismissed the service, if others the Company’s 
protection is to be withdrawn and you have the liberty of sending them forth- 
with to England if you judge the nature of the offence requires it. 

25. We cannot avoid in this place taking notice of the endeavours of 
President Vansirtart to form a plan^ of regulations, which, tho’ it appear’d so 
advantageous to individuals, was strongly censured by the majority of the 
Council, as not giving them, according to their way of judging a sufficient 
scope for their unwarrantable trade ; however, we are satisfied of the President’s 
good intentions, but at the same time we say it was not calculated so as to 
prevent future misunderstandings v/ith the Suhah and his government because 
thereby an inland trade was to be admitted of, which as has been before 
■observed would certainly be attended with constant embroils and difficulties. 

26. In our letter of the 30th of December last we named the persons 
who wore to compose the Select Committee at your Presidency, but as from 
the beforegoing alterations there is necessarily some variation. We therefore 
hereby order and direct, that it consists of the following named persons vizt., 

Hemy Vansittart Esqr President or the President for the 

time being. 

John Spencer Esqr Or the Second in Council for the 

time being. 

Brigadier General John Caillaud . 

Mr. William McGwire 

IVIr. Harry Verelst 

Mr. Warren Hastings 

and whenever by death or otherwise the said Committee is reduced under 
the number of six, the vacancies are to be filled up by the remaining members 
of the said Committee with such person or persons as they shall think fit. 

27. The beforegoing part of this letter tho’ dated as hereunder was drawn 
up before the arrival of the Lapwing from Ft. St. George with the disagree- 
able intelligence of your rupture with Cossim Aly Cawn. 

28. It appearing by the said advices that Mr. Stanlake Batson has in a 
great degree preserved in his bad behaviour we do hereby order that he be 
immediately dismiss’d the Company’s service and sent to England in one of 
the ships that will be dispatch’d in the season of the year 1765. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau. Sulivan / George 
Amyand / John Boyd / Cha. Cutts / 
Fredk. Pigou / Richd. Warner / H. 
Crabb Boulton / J. Purling / G. Rooke / 
John Manship / John Harrison / Robt. 
Burrow / Hen. Hadley / John Browne / 
Thnothy Tullie / Wm. Webber / Wm. 
Snell / Charles Chambers. 


London, 

the 8th February 1764, 
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Delegation of full powers to the President and Select Committee to restore 
tranquillity in Bengal. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal, 

Having with great concern learnt by the advices received by the Lapwing 
from Fort St. George that our affairs in Bengal are in the utmost confusion, 

in this unhappy situation it is become absolutely necessary 
to take such measures as may restore tranquility ; we have 
therefore writ a letter under this day^s date, directed to 
Henry Vansittart Esqr. President and Governour at Fort 
William and to him only, but in his absence, to the Presi- 
dent and Governour and the rest of the Select Committee for the time being, 
in which we have conveyed our orders, directions and sentiments in the 
clearest manner and delegated the fullest powers to the persons to whom it 
is so directed to pursue such measures as they shall judge most proper on this 
unhappy occasion, and President Vansittart or in his absence the President 
and Select Committee for the time being will communicate to you such 
part thereof as he or they shall think proper from time to time ; in the mean 
time all our affairs are to be conducted under the orders and directions of the 
said persons and they are to be obeyed by the rest of the Council and all 
other the Company’s servants accordingly, and this is to be continued until 
you have our further order. 

We are. 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau. Sulivan / George 
Amy and / John Boyd / Cha. Cutts f 
Fredk. Pigou / Richd. Warner / H. 
Crabb Boulton / J. Purling / G. Rooke / 
John Manship / John Harrison / Robt. 
Burrow / Hen. Hadley / John Browne / 
Timothy Tullie / Wm. Webber / Wm. 
Snell / Charles Chambers. 


London, 

9th Febry. 1764. 


Regarding parti- 
cular powers grant- 
ed to the Presidt. 
and the Select 
Comm. 
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LETTER DATED 22 FEBRUARY 1764 

Agreement with owners of ships — purchase of slaves at Madagascar for 
Fort Marlborough — Governor and Council authorised to send back unlicensed 
persons whose conduct is prejudicial — directions to enlarge all investments — 
negotiations to be carried on with the Dutch Council to prevent the farms of 
saltpetre from falling in the hands of Muhammadan merchants — proposal of 
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cartel by the Dutch for exchange of deserters— amicable settlement with 
Dutch factories regarding opium trade— strictures on Nandakumar's conduct 
— affair of Khwajah Petrus — discontinuance of assistance to Raja of Manipur 
against Surma approved — concern over the slow progress of works at 
Fort William — averse to fortifying Chittag 07 ig — revenues of Bengal Presu 
dency — enquiry into frauds — claims to bonds lost at the capture of Calcutta - — 
account of Restitution Fund for European sufferers — no objection to receipt of 
legacies from Omichand for benefit of Foundling and Magdalen ^Hospitals — ■ 
power of granting pardons to be obtained by the Court — powers of the Mayor's 
Court — capture of the Susanna Margaretta — strained relations with the Danes. 


Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Our last advices under date of the 30th December were sent per 
Worcester^ Caernarvon and Devonshire containing some general informations 
and directions, with a letter from our Secretary under the Secret Committee's 
directions addressed to the Governour separately of the 21st ultimo sent by 
the two latter ships the contents whereof are to be communicated to you as 
soon after the Caernarvon^ s arrival as he shall judge proper. 

2. We shall now proceed to give you such additional ones as have 
occurred since and make some observations upon the most material parts of 
the advices rec'd from your Presidency in the course of last season, all which 
we arrange under the usual heads. 

3. It being most likely that the Worcester will reach Fort St. George 
before the two above mentioned ships and as it is of consequence you should 
have the packet by that ship, as soon as possible, the President and Council are 
directed to forward it to you by the very first good sea conveyance they can 
provide. Proper directions are also given for sending to you with the utmost 
dispatch either of the other packets if contrary to our expectations the 
Caernarvon or Devonshire should arrive at Fort St. George before the 
W orcester. 


4. You will receive this letter in four transcripts by the ships Duke of 

Albanyj Vansittarty Lapwing and Earl of Lincoluj one of the Fort St. Georue 
and China ships. 

The ships Princess Augusta and Duke of R'ichmo7id left the Downes 
*e Hth December, but the former springing a dangerous leak returned to 
yraouth the 31st of the same month for the finding out and stopping of 
^ necessary she should be docked, it has been accordingly done 

H^ou*^ ™ ^ condition to prosecute her voyage she sailed from 

6. The Earl of Holdemesse in her way to the Downes unfortunately run 
ashore and was stranded near Deale the 11th January. The ten chests of trea- 
sme for the West Coast being saved were laden on the Admiral Watson. Part 

TOe^^d'^^^'^ damaged, but the ship is entirely 


occaLn2’°tbe?h supplying the loss of goods and stores 

Captain Thomas C T burthen 499 tons 

Captam Thomas Cooke Commander and have stationed her as the Earl of 



22 FEBRUARY 1764 


11 


Holdernesse was for Fort Marlborough and China, the time of her departure 
is intended to be about the 25th of March. - > 

'’i '•a, 

V 

(ft' ^ 

First of shipping - 

8. In our letter of the 30th of December we mentioned about what times 
it was intended the ships of this season would be dispatched to the several 
places of their destination. As the times of their departure will be noticed 
in the lists sent in the respective packets, it is unnecessary to enter into those 
particulars here, and you are therefore referred to the said hsts. We are to 
remark however that several of the said ships (particularly among those de- 
signed for Fort St. George and China) have not been got ready by their owners 
so soon as was appointed and we wished for. 

9. We informed you in our said letter we had fixed upon the Fort William 

Capt. Edward Roach and the Success Capt. [ ]* to purchase slaves at 

Madagascar for the service of Fort Marlborough Presidency^: as it may be 
someway necessary for your being acquainted with the principal parts of our 
agreements with the owners of the said ships, this is therefore to make known 
to you: 

That each ship is to be esteemed as a ship of 350 tons burthen to carry 
26 guns and be navigated by 70 Europeans the captain and ofiicers included, 
who are to be victualled and paid by the owners. 

That they are to proceed from England to Madagascar where the owners 
undertake to purchase slaves at their own expence to be delivered at Fort 
Marlborough the Company allowing them for each slave that shall be on 
board at the ships departure from Madagascar, fifteen pounds a head, two 
thirds of the number to be males from fifteen to forty years of age, and one 
third females from fifteen to twenty five years of age ; boys and girls from ten 
to fifteen are to be reckoned two for one. 

That as an inducement to the commanders and chief mates to exert them- 
selves in procuring as large a number of slaves as their ships can conveniently 
carry, and to encourage the surgeons to take the proper care of them in the 
passage, there is to be allowed twenty shillings for every slave shipped at 
Madagascar to be divided vizt., 13s 4d a head to the commander and 6s 8d to 
the chief mate, also for every one delivered at Fort Marlboro* the commander 
is to be allowed the further sum of 6s 8d and the chief mate 3s. 4d. The 
surgeon is likewise to be allowed ten shillings for each slave landed at Fort 
Marlborough. 

That fifty passengers or soldiers are to be sent to Fort Marlborough on 
each ship for whom the owners will be paid here the usual passage money of 
ten pounds a head. 

That the demorage of each ship is to commence ninety days after arrival 
at Madagascar at the rate of £8-15 a day and to continue until the time of 
sailing firom thence for Fort Marlborough which must be on or before the 
30th November next at furthest and then to cease. 

That the owners are to be allowed four pence a day for the diet of each 
soldier or passenger during the ships detention at Madagascar as aforesaid. 

* H. Gardiner 
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That they be allowed seventeen pounds per ton in full for the cost freight 
and all other charges on such salt provisions as shall be delivered at Fort 
Marlborough, also ten pounds per ton for rice after the same has been exam- 
ined and found sufficiently good and fit for service, it being meant in case the 
agents for the owners should not succeed in the procuring a proper number 
of slaves that the cargoes or the remainder thereof be disposed of in the pur- 
cliase of provisions. 

That if the said ships shall be detained on their arrival upon the West 
Coast more than twenty days for the delivery of the slaves and cargoes their 
demorage is to commence at the expiration thereof at the rate of £11-13-4 per 
diem. 


That in case there shall be occasion to continue the said ships longer in 
the Company’s service than tlie said twenty days then each ship is to be aflowed 
fifteen pounds a day in consideration whereof the Company are to have the 
entire use of the ship during the whole time she shall be so engaged for. 

That the owners of each ship will be paid here by way of impress or 
advance on account, the sum of £2500 and the accounts arc to be finally settled 
on the delivery of the slaves and cargo upon the West Coast, the dollars being 
to be reckoned at five shillings each. 

That after the said ships are discharged from the Company’s service they 
are to be at the entire disposal of the owners, upon these conditions neverthe- 
less that they are not to be returned to Europe nor upon any account or pre- 
tence whatsoever be sold to the French or any other European nation except- 
ing the English, nor sold to any of the country powers without the leave or 
permission of the Company's Governour and Council, Chief, Agents or Resi- 
dents at such place where the said ships shall be so disposed of, and that at 
whatever settl^ent they shall happen to be disposed of, the said Governors 
and Council, Chief Agents or Residents are to take security of the person 
or persons who purchase the same that they shall submit to these conditions. 


accounts of the said ships are to be finally adjusted between 
e President and CouncH at Fort Marlborough and the commanders or 
apnts for the owners and the balances paid there if they are sufficiently in 
cash for the purpose if not, the said President and Council arc to give certi- 

dencies, or b^s upon us payable ninety days sight if the agents for the 
owners shall chose this last mentioned method. ° 

The beforegoing informations will be sufficient to give you a general idea 
rf our agreement and intentions with respect to the slid tlo ships the Fort 

T:Z W - -- thc/hlpjen to 

CouncU Ko!rMSrr\ ^ ^y P^sidem and 

^ The commanders, officers and ships com- 

pany may contmue m and get employment in the East Indies if they think 

r «T4^t 

s "nriTbet b”: ^ ^ 

Company’s ships for which they may Hp expence on any of the 

Tf J -/I T ^ ^ or can procure a passage. 

th. »“«>i f» a»y longer riae to 

y y men tney are to lay at the West Coast as before mentioned, 
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it will be right to prevent our incurring the heavy expence of fifteen pounds a 
day for each ; however this must depend upon circumstances which we must 
leave to the prudence of the President and Council of Fort Marlborough in 
the first instance and to you and our other Presiden[cies] so far as you or 
they may have any concerns or transactions with the said ships. 

10. The commanders of the several ships in the Company’s service having 
hitherto been furnished with commissions under the Company’s seal autho- 
rizing them to arrest, seize and send and remit to England all persons who 
shall be found in the East Indies contrary to the several Acts of Parliament 
made in that behalf and cited in the said commissions, as we do not find the 
granting such commissions to our commanders has had any good effect, on 
the contrary, it has afforded them to an opportunity of distressing country 
traders, by taking away their men, under a pretence of their compleating their 
ships complement, we have therefore thought proper to discontinue the practice 
of granting the captains of our Europe ships the said commissions. 

11. With respect to our several Presidencies the Governours and Councils 
have, in consequence of the powers they are invested with, sufficient authority 
to send home such unlicenced persons whose conduct shall be in any manner 
prejudicial to the Company. 

12. Martin Biggleston late Third Mate of the Earl Temple who deserted 
from his said station at Fort St, George is to be sent home as an unlicenced 
person whenever he shall be found at your Presidency. 

13. On set[t]ling accounts with the owners of the Onslow we find that 
several goods are specified on the bill of lading and by accounts sent from yom* 
Presidency, as short delivered of what were consigned from England, which 
Capt. Hinde assures us were all (except some cordage used by him in the 
voyage) delivered at Fort St. George by order of the Governour and Council, 
and afterwards when he was dispatched to Bengal not sent aboard again with 
the other articles ; for want of your properly and particularly specifymg the 
marks, numbers and quantities of the goods, so said to be short delivered, 
we cannot finish their accounts. You are therefore by the return of the next 
ship to send us a very particular account of the said articles, and in future you 
must be [very] full and explicit in your accounts of damages and* short 
deliveries, and likewise make them an article in your account current with the 
owners of every ship. 

14. You inform us that since the late alterations in the charterparty it 
is a practice with the commanders to protest in general against short weight 
and short delivery without having any particular reasons for so doing as you 
assure us was the case of Capt. Glover of the Warren. If this practice is conti- 
nued care must be taken on your part in every instance to send us a true state 
of the case with your opinion tlrereupon that we may not be at a loss on 
settling accounts with the owners. 

15. When the ships Drake and Hardwicke were dispatched from Ingellee, 
some goods were returned and endorsed off their bills of lading, which endorse- 
ments on examination here appear to have been done in a very careless and 
irregular manner, several numbers being there mentioned which are not in 
the invoices, and others not corresponding with the bales received, you must 
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therefore send us by the first opportunity rectified accounts of the returned 
goods by the said ships and take care that this business is executed with more 
care for the future. 

16. There were many pieces of muslins deficient by the Fox of the quan- 
tities invoiced as you will observe by our Warehousekeeper’s account now trans- 
mitted to you. The package of the bales appeared in good condition, so that 
there was no reason to suspect their having been opened since they were first 
packed and of course they must be charged to the account of the Warehouse- 
keeper. It is necessary you should make a strict enquiry into an affair 
attended with so great loss and give us an account thereof by the first con 
veyance, and also to take proper measures for effectually preventing the like 
in future. 

17. With respect to your letting out the Godolphm to freight wc must 
observe that the terms were very disadvantageous to the Company upon the 
contract made with the freighters, the 30,001 rupees paid by them for ten 
months amounting to no more than £3050-2-4 whereas the demorage paid by 
the Company for those ten months amounts to £5517-12 so that the Company 
lose more than £1400 by that contract. As to what you write about an abate- 
ment made to the freighters on the account of the time lost by docking at 
Bombay, the method you pursued on that account was right, and as wc have 
adjusted this matter with the owners to our satisfaction, you may deliver the 
freighters up their obligation. 

18. The journals of the ships Chesterfield and Norfolk should have been 
sent to us properly certified by the commanders as their original journals of 
die occurrences and transactions of their voyages. We suppose those books to 
be in your possession, if not you are to procure them from the persons who 
have them, and in either case send them by the next conveyances. And you 
are to observe it as a standing rule in future that the journals of all ships sent 

to India and not intended to be returned to England arc in like manner to 
be remitted to us. 


19. We have wiA great satisfaction observed the prudent measures taken 
by you for the security of our shipping and the trade in general against the 

Lre. Hth Febry. designs of the three French ships of war which were cruisino- 

3, II. 36. of and Febru^ 

. must acknowledge that it was to your care 

the impendmg danger was averted, and that we suffered no loss after you 
received advice of their being at the said station. ^ 

20. The French plan was well calculated and had it been attended 

we mirfS hTve T reasonably flatter themselves with 

cauturfof M ^ ^ received by their 

capture of the Walpole upon the Coast of Choromandel, and we think our- 

iMpphTI""^”^^ providential escape of so many of our other 

21. As WilHam Mirtle Mate of the Speedwell, a country vessel bv his 

and ind^r ^ intelligence he gave you 

«.d md«d fc fa, you ,„o.v,d, wo highly a/pro,o J d,o p.iu' 
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made him on the part of the Company of one thousand rupees. And it was 
very right in the merchants of the settlement to make him a handsome 
present for the benefit they received in their private fortunes by his said good 
service. And if you can give him further encouragement it will be still more 
pleasing to us. 

22. You did well in giving Capt. Henry Wedderburn^ the thanks of the 
Board for his good services, on this occasion during his cruize in the Sea Horse 
sloop and as you point him out to us as a man of merit and very fit to succeed 
Captain Scott in the post of Master Attendant, Capt. Page Keble not being 
arrived from Bombay, we do therefore agree that if Capt. Keble does not 
chose to take upon him the office of Master Attendant at Fort William upon 
the death or otherwise of Capt. Scott and signifies the same to you in writing 
upon your giving him notice of such vacancy agreeable to the directions in 
our letter of the 13th March 1761 that in such case Captain Wedderburn do 
succeed thereto. 

Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

23. In answer to the 29th paragraph of your letter of the 8th April 1762 
and the Commissary of Artillery’s report therein referred to we are to inform 
you that no brass guns howitzers or mortars are sent out by the Company 
but what are proved at the King’s warren^ at Woolwich by His Majesty’s 
Proof Masters where they undergo the same inspection and examination in 
every particular as those for His Majesty’s service, and none received but 
what are in as perfect a condition as they should be were they to be deU- 
vered into the King’s stores, and they are made conformable to draughts 
received from the Office of Ordnance. The trunnion and cascable always 
remain unfinished until the carriage and elevating screw are fitted to the 
gun, for which reason they must still be sent in that state, and indeed they 
are delivered so into the King’s stores, an iron spike must even be in the 
center of the cylinder to keep the core in its proper place when the gun is cast, 
but this is always bored down to the bottom. We apprehend the Commis- 
sary must have made a mistake in saying it’s impossible to fire twenty 
rounds without their vents being blown as this is a circumstance looked 
upon as highly improbable and what we are assured by the founder has never 
been known to happen to the best of his information. Upon the whole as we 
know the importance of having our artillery in the best condition, we shall 
continue to give such directions to every person concerned as will we hope 
prevent any real occasion for complaints. 

24. The surgeons letter mentioned in yours of the 13th of December 
respecting the medicines and instruments has been taken proper notice of, 
and the necessary instructions given this season for their being put up as 
recommended to prevent the like accidents happening again as are therein 
noticed- 

25. We acquainted you in our letter of the 30th December that the 
Government intended to send out about 128 tons of victualling stores, one 
moiety whereof was to be sent to Fort St. George, and the other to Bombay. 
We are now to inform you that only 11 tons will be sent in the whole and 
that is all laden on the ship Worcester. 
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Thirdly of Investments 

26. Having given our sentiments very fully in our letter of die 30th 
of December upon the subject of your investment, we have only now to refer 

you to the same for your most careful attention depending 

T re Octr i i ^ 

pars 33 35 43 exerting yourselves to enlarge it at every 

settlement and residency wherever it can be done with a 
due regard to the quantities, qualities and sortments, mentioned in the lists 
transmitted to you this season, and here we are to observe you arc endeavour- 
ing to encourage the provision of piece goods at Chittagong which wc hope 
will be attended with the desired success ; with respect to raw silk in pardcular 
you did right in directing the Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar to extend 
the provision of that article as much as possible, and we shall hope by the 
next season’s shipping to see the good effects of your said directions. 

27. We find Mr. De la Porte has informed you he believed he could be 
of most service to the Company in regulating the investments of line cloths 

Lre 13th Deer goods, and that in consequence thereof he 

pa. 9. ^ ^ proceed to Dacca taking Cossimbuzar in his way. As 

we have a good opinion of his knowledge and judgment 
in Bengal goods we shall depend upon your employing him wherever and in 
whatever manner you shall think most for the advantage of the Company. 

28. Mr. De la Porte we find has represented to you that his stipend or 
salary (of two hundred pounds a year) is insufficient to defray his necessary 

expences, and you assure us his representation is just ; wc 
are willing^ to give him all due encouragement to serve the 
^ ^ Company in his station with alacrity. Wc therefore leave 

It to you to give him such a gratuity as you shall think reasonalffc and he 

^ j provided his salary and gratuity together do not exceed 

the annual sum of three hundred pounds. 

investment; tlic corahs of the 
natural colour mentioned m your letter of the 13th December 1762 were not 

Lre. 30th Octr any opinion of 

pa. 43, 13 Deer. ' inform you that they were tolerably 

pa. 10 . well bleed, therefore besides the quantity of that article 

made anrl cent nc ordered we would have two thousand taffatics 

o be manufactured m the best manner you can have them done. 

30. In answer to what you say in your letter of the 14th February about 
dooreas cossajura, as we have received only one bale of stitched doom J within 

Lre. 14th Febry. two years past, it is impossible for us to give any 

para. 30. pinion whether to give the preference to the cossajura or 

the best manner hv ‘lone in 

tne best manner by which we shall be able to form a iudement and in 

consequence thereof give you the necessary directions. ^ ® ^ 

accounts should be sent us in what 

anner the hsts of mvestments have been complied with at Fort William and 

eyery place subordinate thereto. We have accordino-hr r..r : i u ^ ™ 
from some of them h„i- e nave accordingly received such accounts 

trom some of them, but you must take care that for the future they arc sent 


Lre. 14th Feb. 
pa. 34, 
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from all places where goods are provided, and if possible sooner in the season 
than they are generally transmitted. 

32. Altho’ we are in hopes you will have such success in your investment 
of bale goods as will not lay you under the necessity of lading such large 

proportions of salt petre in order to make up the charter- 
Li^e^ 14th Febry. party tonnage of our several ships as has been the case 
"" ' for some time past, yet a considerable quantity will doubt- 

less be wanted, and as by our relinquishing (for the present at least) our 
exclusive perwanna or grant for that article in consequence of which the 
Dutch have a liberty of purchasing as they please, you are certainly very 
right in endeavouring to settle such a plan with the Dhectore and Council at 
Chinsura as may contribute to prevent the farms falling again into the hands 
of any of the Moor merchants, and to regulate the proportions for each 
Company in such a reasonable manner as may be consistent with the interest 
of both for which purposes you proposed the salt petre should be bought 
under the sanction of our perwana. Your next letter we hope will inform us 
that this affair has been settled to the mutual satisfaction of both parties. 

Fourthly of the Country Government and transactions with the 

French and other European powers 


33. We are concerned to observe that there is hardly a circumstance that 
occurs with the Dutch in which they do not aggravate every thing to its 


Lre. 9th April 
Pa. 32. 

30 Octr. 100. 


heighth and that in terms which seem to be peculiar to 
themselves. This among other transactions is evident from 
what passed upon your demanding their delivering up 
some deserters from our troops at Patna ; their artifice is 


also very apparent in their insisting upon a clause hi a cartel proposed by 
them as mentioned in your letter of the 8th April 1762 for the mutual deliver- 
ing up of deserters excepting, how^ever, Dutch men who should desert to 
them, and vice versa English men who should desert to you. The prejudice 
to us and the advantage on their side if such a clause had been inserted are 


so plain that you acted properly in not agreeing to it. 


34. We are extremely glad to find by your letter of the 14th February 
1763 that the disagreeable altercations and disputes between the English and 


Lre f30] Octr. 
1762. Pa. 32. 


Dutch factories concerning the ophium trade have been 
accommodated by the President, when he was at Patna, 


[24] Febry. 1763 
Pa. 25. 


to the satisfaction of both parties, as there is reason to 
believe that both our servants and those of the Dutch have 


been to blame. We strictly charge it upon you to see that the conduct of 
our servants in the providing or purchasing this article is such as may prevent 
every reason for complaint, and on the other hand the greatest care must 
be taken that the Dutch behave in like manner to om*s. 


35. We cannot avoid taking notice that in the course of the proceedings 
between the commissaries of this Company and those of the Dutch among 
other of the latter’s alledged grievances they complain that the ophium trade 
at Patna has been monopolized by Mr. McGwdre, and we find by your 
register that the said complaint was too well founded, you are therefore to 
signify to Mr. McGwire our displeasure at this transaction of his and as 

voi. rv— 2 
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such a proceeding in future must prove very prejudicial to individuals and be 
the means of occasioning embarrasmcnts to the Company, it is our positive 
order that you take care to prevent every kind of monopoly and if you find 
any person or persons guilty of such unfair practices he or they are to be 
forthwitli dismissed from the Company’s service. 

36. Willing as we arc that every occasion for disputes with the Duldi 
should be industriously avoided, and that harmony and friendship should be 
cultivated with the greatest care between the two Companies and their 
respective servants in India, yet a due attention must be always had to prevent 
their infringing or breaking in upon our just rights and privileges, and a strict 
eye must be kept upon all their motions, and you arc to send us in the most 
authentick manner whatever papers pass between you and the Dutch upon 
any diferences or disputes whatsoever agreeable to our former orders which 
are sufficiently laid down therein. 


37. From the whole of your proceedings with respect to Nundconiar,*’ 
there seems to be no doubt of his endeavouring by forgery and false 

accusations to ruin Ramchurn,‘^ that be has been guilty 
carrying on correspondences with the country powers 
30 Octr, 112, IIo. hurtful to the Company’s interests, and instrumental in 

conveying letters between the Shazada and the French 
Governor General of Pondicherry ; in short it appears he is of that wicked and 
turbulent disposition that no harmony can subsist in a society where he has 
the oppoitunity of interfering ; we therefore most readily concur with you 
that Nundcomar is a person improper to be trusted with his liberty in our 
settlements, and capable of doing mischief if he is j^ermitted to go out of 
the province either to the northward or towards the Decan. Wc shall there- 
fore depend upon your keeping such a watch over all his actions as may be 

means of preventing his disturbing the quiet of the public or injuring 
individuals for the future. ^ 

38. In the affair of Coja Petruse/ there scents to us much reason to 
doubt the autltenticity of the letters, and especially as the President has 

Lre 8 Aoril 1767 ™an as Cawn Behadr so often 

Pas. 1. 2 ^ ’ mentioned in them was ever seen or heard of by him, nor 

30 Octr. 114. aoy such proposal ever made to him, as is therein mcn- 

tioiied, but as you desire to be informed what measures you 

sufficielf m luS"" Pa«icularly what proofs Lc 

fBcient to authoiize you to seize the papers of persons accused, wc think 

^ acma omof LTnoTl “T,'" circumspection must be used, and 

ell foulrd vou *"«Picion 

by reZnsSnee^ called or removed 

, emonstrances to his employers, and upon due proof of guilt you nriv 

U.drf sSpS rbfi. 1 -y .”P»» « 

is a matter of a i. . justified, but the seizing of papers 

..tWacorrevihlTf £ ^“'7; “1 .”“''’“'.7 ““ 

would auLuticatrs^ch ta, weln “77'' “ 

a measure. ' ^ encourage you to pursue such 
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39. We are informed in a letter from vour Select Committee of tlie 

✓ 

8th April 1762 that the design against the Morattas at Cuttack was dropped, 

as from the situation of affairs and the condition of the 
p Lre. 8 April 1762. we must have become principals in the expedition ; 

it is with real pleasure therefore, we find that project was 
not carried into execution and we must add that no schemes for military 
operations are to be adopted unless they are evidently and most materially 
necessary for the Company's interest. Conquests are not our aim and if we 
can secure and preserve our present possessions in Bengal, we shall rest well 
satisfied. 


40. For the same reasons we are well pleased that you have engaged 
no further in assisting the Rajah of Meekly^ for obtaining redress for some 

grievances he complained to have suffered from the 


1762 Pa. 46. 47. 
Mr. Amyatt’s 
Lre. 16 Deer. 


Burmahs, for although the advantages offered by the 
Rajah may be specious and you might have an opportunity 
of getting redress for the repeated ill treatment of our 
settlement at the Negrais, yet the distance of the object, the general weakness 
of our forces and the uncertainty of success surely are sufficient reasons 
for not proceeding upon new hostilities. We do not disapprove, however, 
of your ordering the detachment of six companys of seapoys to take post at 
Moneypoor under the direction of the Chief and Council of Chittagong, 
provided it may have been the means of cultivating a friendship with the 
said Rajah, and giving you an opportunity of being acquainted with the 
strength, nature, and dispositions of the Burmahs, that such future use may 
be made of these circumstances as may be really and essentially necessary for 
the Company's interest and on no other account whatsoever, but we shall still 
be always well pleased with and applaud your endeavors for opening any 
new channels of commerce. 


Fifthly of fortifications, buildings and revenues 


Lre. 30 Octor. 
Pa. 64. 


41. It is matter of much concern to us to find by Mr. Amphlet’s® letter 
of the 6th of December 1762 to which you refer for the state of the works at 

Fort William how slowly they go on and particularly the 
little progress made thereon in the course of tlie preceding 
season, for which we do not find any reason given either 
by yourselves or Mr. Amphlett, we are well satisfied from the whole tenor 
of that gentleman’s conduct during the time he has had charge of that 
fatiguing branch, that the fault does not lay at his door, but whatever may 
have been the occasion, we recommended it to you in the most serious manner 
to see that the utmost diligence is used for the future, that the works may 
be carried on and compleated in as frugal and expeditious a manner as 
possible. We have often taken notice of the heavy expence resulting from 
the extensive and extravagant projects of Mr. Brohier, we must therefore 
again recommend to your most serious consideration the contracting his plans 
as far as can be reasonably done, that we may have the pleasure of soon 
seeing a period to the immense charges which have been and we have too 
much reason to apprehend will still be incurred before the works even upon 
the most contracted plan will be compleated. 
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42. We observe von h. 3 .ve some tlioiiglits of fortifying Cliitttigong wliicli 

vou represent as beiii^g weak and indefensible at present and for that purpose 
' had wrote to the gentlemen at that factory for a plan 

Lre. i4t]i Febry. ^vhicli you say you apprize us of, that wc may acc|iuiiiit 
P^* you how far' wc shall approve of your fortifying that 

setiienient j from the manner of your expressing yourselves we aie uiidci sonic 
doubt you intended to iiiake a beginning before oiii ordeis could be icccivcd, 
but we hope you have not talccn such a libeity, for wc aic ciiliicly a\cisc to 
vour undertaking any new works at any of our subordinate settlements except 
such as may he absolutely and really necessary for housing goods and other 
mercantile uses only, especially when we are not fully informed of all circum- 
stances and the proper plans and estimates of the cxpcncc have been laid 
before us nothing of which is done with respect to Chittagong ; you arc 
therefore [not] to suffer any works to be set about at ChiLtagong without our 
express leave. 

43. We have with great pleasure taken notice of your frequeat recom- 
mendations of Mr. Amphlett, wc arc satisfied they arc no more than are due 

to his merit and services and sorry wc arc that his health 
Pa^^62 would not permit of his continuing in charge of the work 

as Principal Engineer, you will consider ol: some station 
agreeable to his standing wherein he may be most useful to the Company and at 
the same time advantageous to himself and promote him thereto as wc are 
desirous he should have all due encouragement. 

44. In consequence of what we wrote to you on the 3()th December, 
Capt. Fleming Martin^^ proceeds on the Vansittart to take upon him die 
post of Principal Engineer of our Presidency at Fort William ; he has been 
extremely well recommended to us as a gentleman of abilities in his profession 
and we hope will fully answer our expectations. Besides his post of Engineer 
he is to succeed to the command of Captain of one of our artillery companies 
upon tlie first vacancy that shall happen after his arrival. 


45. Captain Martin having no separate instructions or powers from us as 
engineer, he is to act under your direction ; you are therefore to give him 
the necessary orders from time to time and furnish him with copies of sucli 
parts of our letters and your own proceedings as may be most useful to him 
and of whatever else may be material for his information, in doing which 
you will always have in view the conducting the works with the utmost diligence, 
economy and frugality so frequently recommended to your attention and care. 

46. He is to lay before you from time to time the progress made in the 
several works carried on under his direction, which is to be transmitted to us 
as often as conveyances offer, and at the same times you arc to give us your 
thoughts and sentiments upon the whole. 

47. Captain Martin as Principal Engineer is to rank as Captain and to 
have the^ annual salary of three hundred pounds in full consideration for his 
services in that station. If however he is at any extraordinary expcnccs in 
the execution of his office, they are to he paid. We must leave it to you to 

ju ge of such expences, depending upon your making no allowances but what 
shall appear unavoidable and reasonable. 

4fi. Although we have not agreed to find him an house or apartment, 
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yet you arc to accommodate him with one if it can be conveniently done ; 
but it is not intended that the Company should be at any expence in hiring one. 

49. Captain Martin as before observed is to succeed to the command as 
Captain of one of our artillery companies upon the first vacancy that shall 
happen after his arrival for which he is to have the established pay of tw^o 
hundred pounds a year ; in the mean time and until such vacancy happens, 
it is our pleasure and direction that he be allowed the said pay of two 
hundred pounds a year. He is to take rank as Captain upon his arrival as 
first of the gentlemen proceeding this season to your Presidency in that 
rank, and his pay both as Engineer and Captain is to commence upon such 
his arrival. 


Lre 30 Octr 
Pa. 63. 


50. We sent you last season Mr, John Fortnom as a Civil Architect and 
Assistant Engineer, and this year Mr. Paul Benfield proceeds in the like 

capacity s to Fort St. George but if not wanted there to be 
sent to your Presidency as you will observe by your letter 
of 30th December. Upon one of these ships we likewise 
send out Mr. James Butler to be a practitioner engineer and ensign. These 
gentlemen we hope will prove an useful recruit to the said corps, and are all 
we can at present engage. We must suppose that Lieutenant Polier to whom 
you have given the rank of Captain Lieutenant, will make a good assistant 
to Captain Martin as you have thought fit to give him the charge of the works 
until we sent you a Chief Engineer, and as second in rank ; you have our 
leave therefore to continue him in that station. 


51. The revenues at your Presidency being now become an object of 
great importance, the care and attention you may discover for the improve- 
ment thereof cannot but be highly agreeable to us. 

52. It is with great pleasure we hear that the revenues of the Burdwan 
province^- have been encreased one lack and a half for the last year, but as 

from the annual advances that have been agreed to by the 
Pa^^si Rajah which are so much greater than he at first seemed 

willing to allow this province would admit of, there is 
reason to believe that the real produce of the lands may be greater than 
you have hitherto been able to discover, and the lands tliemselves may by 
good management and a state of tranquility be capable of still further improve- 
ment ; we trust that the revenues arising from them will be proportionably 
encreased. 


53. As to the provinces of Chittagong and Midnapore, we could not but 
hope to have found an increase answerable to the expectations you had given 

us in your letter of 12th November 1761 but whatever may 
do. 53, 54. have been the cause of the little advance that has been 

made thereon for the last year, we rely on your zeal and fidelity to take the 
advantage of every opportunity that may offer for the enlargement of these 
revenues. 

54. As by the method you proposed of keeping the Calcutta purgannahs 
in the Company’s hands for one year, you will undoubtedly have obtained a 
full knowledge of the measurement, produce, and value of these districts, we 
hope that you have by this time established this revenue upon terms the most 
advantageous to the Company. 



11 

MU 


letter from court 


55 The disposal of the salt farms upon the terms you have agreed to, 
we must conclude to he the best that circumstance would permit ; however 
as we ourselves have not sufficient lights to judge how far these icvcnues may 
or ought to be extended, we must rely on you to make such lutuic impiovc- 
meats as you shall find practicable and expedient. 

56 As you mention that these farms make a sepaiatc aiticlc of the 
Calcutta revenues, you will take care in your statement of the piirgrmnah 
accounts to keep this under a distinct head that we may at all times itadily 

see the amount thereof. 

57. The method you have fixed on for levying on the inhabitants a 
proportion of the expence for repairing roads, making diains &ca, appeals to 
us the best expedient for removing all difficulties you were under with regard 
to so necessary a charge and you will perceive by our letter of the 9th March 
1763, that we ourselves were under some doubts how far we might he 
authorized by our Charter to make assessments for such purposes, therefore 
as the doubling the tax on ground rents (which before was rated very low) 
seems liable to no objections, we entirely approve of your determination 
thereon. 

58. Although you have not compleated your enquiry into the frauds 
committed by several persons concerned in the new works, yet it sufficiently 

appears from the progress you have made therein that the 
P Company have been notoriously abused, and sorry we arc 

■ to observe that two of our late servants, vizt,, Messrs. 
Mackett and Boddam are suspected of participating in the said frauds during 
the times of their respective paymasterships, the first to the amount of forty 
thousand rupees and the other twenty thousand rupees ; wc shall expect to 
see the final result of your enquiry and as you by this time must be well 
informed of the various methods wdiich have been taken to wrong the 
Company, you will be the better able to guard against the like in future, 
and we shall accordingly depend upon your constant care and attention to 
that purpose. 


59. You will omit no opportunities of recovering whatever it shall 
evidently appear the Company have been wronged of, [so] far as the effects 
of any of the delinquents may be come at ; Brohicr you inform us was at 
Columbo and Lewis his late assistant died at Batavia ; wc fear therefore little 
can be expected from those quarters, however, so long as any probability 
remains your care must be continued. 

60. As you assure us that after the strictest enquiry, Mr. Francis Charlton 
has altogether acquitted himself of having had any concern whatever in the 

Lre 3 Q gross frauds committed in carrying on the works and that 

Pas. 60^, 71. convinced whatever negligence may appear 

on his part was owing to his ill state of health, depending 
therefore upon your^ assurances and representation of Mr. Charlton's case, 
tve do consent to his being restored to our service and he is accordingly 
to take h^ standing therein in the rank he stood at the time of his dis- 
mission; but let hm know we shall expect he will convince us by a faith- 
ful and diligent discharge of his duty that this favour is not improperly 
conterred. ' • ' h ^ i 
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Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

61. Having appointed twenty live writers upon the Bengal establishment 
last season and fourteen this, we are very certain if proper care is taken to 
keep them to their duty, you can have no reason to complain for want of 
assistance, and that they may he kept to their duty, you are strictly to attend 
to and carry into execution the instructions and orders we gave on this head 
In our letter of 17th December 1762. 


62. Upon the decease of your two chaplains, Mr. Cape and JVlr. Stavely, 
Lre. 1 8?] April observe you have appointed and recommended for our 

confirmation, the Revd. Mr. William Hurst, Chaplain 
to Admiral Cornish and Mr. William Parry, Chaplain to 
His Majestys 84th Regiment of both which gentlemen you 
give good characters, but as we have never had more than 
two chaplains upon the Bengal establishment and we sent out last season the 
Revd. Mr. Furnival Bowen as one of them, he is to be the first chaplain in 
rank, and we confirm your appointment of Mr. Hurst who is to be the second. 


1762, Pa. 23. 

do. 13 Deer. 

[Pa.] H. 

do. 17 Deer. 1762 
Pa. 42- 


63. If there is a vacancy by the decease of Mr. Bowen or Mr. Hurst then 

we would have it filled up by the Revd. Mr. Parry, but if both the first 
mentioned gentlemen are at Fort William, he is to remain there in the rank 
of third chaplain until there is a vacancy by the death or coming away of 
either of them, or he is to succeed on any vacancy at our Presidency at 

Fort St. George or that of Bombay, but after Mr. Parry is provided for4ii 

any of the beforementioned modes you are to retmrn to the original establish- 
ment of having no more at any one time than mo chaplains. 

64. We think it reasonable that the surgeons and assistants who are 
employed in attending our troops should be deemed as much upon the 

establishment as others, and be entitled to succeed to be 
surgeons at the Presidency as vacancies happen 
according to their rank if you are fully satisfied of their 

abilities ; altho’ in general we would have them advanced in turn it is 

not to be observed as an invariable rule, for the man of superior abilities should 
always have the preference and this we leave to you to determine upon, 
depending upon your making your choice without any other consideration 
whatsoever than is due to merit. 


65. We have given leave for Mr. Robert Nicolson’s proceeding to any 
of our settlements in India to be entertained as a surgeon where he may be 
w^anted if found deserving, next after such as have been already recommended. 


66. xAs you had employed a person for so long a space of time to bring 
up your General Books, we had the greatest reason to expect that you would 

have been enabled to transmit them to us compleat to 
April 1762, the omission of which has involved us in many 
difficulties, one of which we shall particularly mention, 
and that is the uncertainty we are in with regard to the expences attending 
the French prisoners at your Presidency and this at a time when it was 
material for us to deliver in our demand on this account. 


Lre. 13 Deer 
1762 Pa. 19. 


67. Your General Books would have removed part of our difficulties as they 
timst have shewn at one view the amount of this expence for the period they 



24 


LETTER FROM COURT 


contained, but from such omission we have the greater reason to complain 
that yon have not sent us a separate account of the expellees of French 
prisoners at your Presidency. The only general state we have to guide ns is 
that received per Warren which was closed 31st January 1762, but this state 
we can by no means rely on as it appears defective for some periods in which 
we apprehend expences must necessarily have been incurred. 

68. How^ever as the expence attending French prisoners cannot, from 
its natmre be soon finally closed, we must here repeat our former orders that 
you do not fail to state a separate and circumstantial account of this expcnce 
from its commencement to the latest period and transmit the same to us by 
the first advices, and continue to do so by every conveyance, inserting tlic 
additional expences that may have occurred from time to lime ; and this is 
to be continued until the v/holc is complcatcd. 

69. We must further observe to you that as we may be called upon for 
particular vouchers to our account, it is requisite you should have your 
statements authenticated if possible in the same manner as those at Fort 
St. George which are certified by some French officer or civil servant, but if 
such signatures should not now be attainable at your Presidency yon will 
take care at least to give your accounts the best authentication in your power. 

70. When we gave you directions in our letter of 19th February 1762 
to explain more particulaily the demands made for bonds lost at the capture 

Lre. [...] Calcutta, we had reason to hope that yonr answer would 

Pas. 85 & 92. have been so full and satisfactory as not to leave us in our 

former uncertainty with respect to the justness of the 
claims, but we are sorry to observe that from your inaccuracy with respect 

to one of the claims, we cannot be entirely satisfied of your care in the 
' examination of this matter. 


71. We are led to this observation from the claim for a bond in the 
name of Thomas Purnell, to the amount of current rupees 39,076-1-6 for which 
sum a certificate had been granted, and which yofi admit as ju^sdy tc! 
though It appears by your treasury accounts for February 1756, that current 

mpees 13OT.5-3 had b«„ pdd off that hood, and iodoed had you aZ“d 

that the 

ballanrLlcff ntore than current rupees 25,742-12-3, wliich 

are the kst rSTCd"^^ 


176^ harfreTlonJ ^ mentioned in your letter of the 30th October 

and“with resnert we have taken the same into consideration, 

interest of an intfrPQt ^ made at your Presidency for principal and 

1 n ^ terest note made out m 1754 for current runees 5 827-?-^ in 

Tippigl^d it^lppeS*'tr? account of George and Mary 

175? gfven under ^the haS? the 17tli October 

^ 7 ’ - 

V ii of So"S™„‘.Tw iS'J '"r'T 

p n me said origmal ceruheate of the 17th October 
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1757 being delivered up and also upon leaving ’with you an affidavit to be 
made by Mary Tipping and Catherine Tipping (widow of George Tipping) 
to the purport mentioned in a form we have herewith sent you, and upon 
this further condition that the said Mary Tipping and George Tipping^s 
personal representative or whoever shall appear to be intitled to the money 
shall execute a bond according to the form now also sent, and you are to take 
care that the security be responsible, and require in all the other cases after- 
mentioned, suretys to be bound with the claimants of the money, and full 
satisfaction is to be given you that no allowance has been made in respect 
of the sums claimed upon lost bonds out of the Restitution Fund^^k 

73. We have also considered of the demand for the principal and interest 
upon the seven bonds mentioned in your same letter of the 30th October 
1762 and whatever is due for principal and interest thereon, we direct also 
to be discharged upon the like certificates from our Governour and Council 
for the time being delivered to you and the like affidavits being made and 
bonds of indemnity given as above directed concerning the first mentioned 
interest note. The form of the affidavit and bond herewith sent (with varia- 
tions to suit the different cuxumstances) will serve in these last cases, and 
you are to take care that where the original proprietors do not apply for 
payment, the titles of the parties applying be well made out and ascertained, 
and you are to have discharges or authorities to pay the money from the 
personal representatives of the deceased proprietors and in every of the 
cases, we desire the best evidence may be laid before you that the nature 
and circumstances of them will admit of. 

74. But as the bonds for these demands are of a considerable standing 
and cannot from their circumstances be produced to you, we must parti- 
cularly recommend to your attention that the several dat[es] of them be 
strictly examined into lest any mistakes should be made in the computation 
of interest and this we are led into from the perusal of Mr. Holwell’s letter 
to you dated 5th March 1759 which we received per Prince George wherein 
Mr. Holwell mentions Mr. PurnelFs bonds to consist of four and to be dated 
in December 1750 where by your General Books 1754 to 1755, it appears that 
his demand of current rupees 39,076-1-6 arose in the following manner: 

Principal of a note dated 1st January 1753 for C. Rs. 35,849-10-0 
Interest one year 3,226- 7-6 

C. Rs. 39,076- 1-6 

and consequently simple interest only is to be computed from 1st January 
1754 allowing for the above payment of C. Rs. 13,333-5-3 in February 1756. 

75. This precaution arising from the state of Mr. Holwelks demand as 
attorney to the heirs of Thomas Purnell, will necessarily induce you to be 
equally careful with respect to the dates of the other bonds and the interest 
thereon. 

76. We must here inform you that Mr. Holwell has given us a bond 
of indemnity and other requisites to our satisfaction in respect of a lost note 
or bond for current rupees 10,000 made out in his name in 1747 which by 
Mr. Holwelks application and the 87th paragraph of your General Letter dated 
30 October 1762 appears to be in trust for the widow of Robert Massey 
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dereased We hereby direct you to pay the said principal and ihc interest 
due diereon (wiiich is said to L tom the 1st Fcl>ruary 1761) to Mr. llcdweirs 
attorney and as Mr. Holwell desires a new bond may^ be made out in his 
name for the principal, you may at the same time icceivc honi his altointy 
the said sum of current rupees ten thousand into our cash and give a new 
bond accordingly. As the indemnity bond and othei papeis given by 
Mr. Holwell are to remain in our hands, ii is not necessary for yon to re(|uire 
any further security or evidence relative to this demand. 


77. From the account you gave us in your letter of the 30th October 
1762 of the state of the restitution to European sufferers, wherein 

you advise us that the balance then cine to that fund was 
Pas. 94 and 96. no more than current rupees 58,335-13-3, we could not hut 
be surprized at a bill being filed against the Company in the Court of 
Chancery here by the claimants on the destitution Fund for a hallancc said 
to be due to them amounting to upwards of one million of current rupees ; 
however, we have prepared an answer to this bill but find ourselves under 
great difficulties for want of the following materials—thc particulars and 
amount of all the sums claimed and admitted by the commissioners, the 
particular sums paid and unpaid on each claim admitted and of the twenty 
per cent thereon. 


78. This bill filed in Chancery alleges that the claims admitted amounted 
in the w'hole to current rupees 39,54,722. The only account we have received 
is the abstract on your Consultation, of the claims admitted before the I3th 
October 1757, which makes the amount but current rupees 39,42,898— and 
supposing the plaintiff's bill to be right in this respect, we must coiK'lude 
that the remaining sums were admitted after October 1757. 


79. The amount set forth in the bill with the 20 per cent thereon makes 
current rupees 47,45,666, but then the account of the European Restitution 
Fund as appears by the Restitution Book closed 30th September 1761 (a copy 
of which you have transmitted to us), makes the amount of the money paid 
out of our treasury (which we suppose to be to the claimants) no less than 
current rupees 52,94,970 — ^which is current rupees 5,49,304-~-more than the 
amount of the claims and 20 per cent thereon and by your treasury accounts 
from 30th September 1761 to 31st December 1762 there appear to be many 
other payments made on account of this fund and you give us reason to 
understand that some part of the claims admitted were still to he received out 
of our treasury, 

80. Being in this state of uncertainty, we arc unable to set forth such an 
account as we wish to do or indeed such as the nature of the case recjuires. 
You must therefore not fail to give us a full account of the suras claimed 
and admitted by the commissioners for restitution, and for what claimed and 
admitted and whether any part remains unpaid and to whom and also the 
vouchers for the several payments. You must likewise inform us whether the 
whole of Roydoolub s commission has been paid and whether he has given 
any receipt for it. These particulars you must supply us with together with 
every other information you may think necessary and you must also explain 
to us what is meant by reserved commissions^ in the 63rd and 64th para- 
graphs of your letter of the^ 12th November 1761, to whom such commission 
js due, upon what consideration, and wh^t is the amount thpreof, 
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81. We send you in duplicate by the ships Duke of Alba 7 iy and 
Vafisit tarty a copy of the bill beforemen tioned and our answer thereto, by 
which you will be the better enabled to judge what information it is neces- 
sary for us to receive, and you must take care to be very full and explicit 
with respect to every circumstance required. 

82. We cannot conclude the subject of restitution to European sufferers 
without expressing our surprize that the claim of Mr. Van Staaden which 
appears so equitable and well supported should have been rejected by the 
commissioners on account of his being a foreigner ; but as to the opinion you 
give us that this gentleman’s case may be considered as far as the amount 
of the surplus money will admit, you must now be sensible that w^hile the 
surplus itself is in dispute, it is impossible for us to come to any determina- 
tion as to the disposal thereof. However, by our answer to the bill before- 
mentioned, you will perceive how desirous we are of doing him all the justice 
in our pcwer and therefore amongst other informations required, you must 
give us all the materials you can collect that may enable us to support his claim 
upon the Restitution Fund. 


83. With respect to the legacies given by Omichund^^ mentioned in the 
35th paragraph of your General Letter of 8th April 1762, we have no objec- 
tion to your receiving into our cash the annual sums to be 
1762^ [Pa] remitted to England according to the usual course of 

remittances for the benefit of the Foundling and Magdalen 
Hospitals, but as to the capital sum of current rupees 37,500 which you inform 
us Huzzoorimul requested he might pay into our treasury at Calcutta 
there to remain for ever and the interest to be remitted annually to these 
cliarities, we can by no means agree that the same be received into our 
treasury upon the terms proposed by Huzzoorimul and indeed we concluded 


you had not taken any step towards accepting it or done anything relative 
to Omichund’s bequest except by giving bills to Huzzoorimul, his executor, 
for the two sums of current rupees 1,500 each, till the governours of the 
Foundling Hospital transmitted to us copy of a letter from Mr. George 
Williamson (Secretary at your Presidency) to their treasurer acquainting him 
that in consequence of Huzzoorimul’s request (a copy of wLich 
Mr. Williamson transmitted to the treasurer) you had with great chearfulness 
taken the management of the stock into your hands by which we suppose is 
meant tlie capital of current rupees 37,500 beforementioned. 


84. We therefore could not but be surprized at the unexpected appli- 
cation we received from the governours of this hospital desiring us to authen- 
ticate your proceedings and 'we therefore cannot but express our disapprobation 
of your having taken such a step without first acquainting us with Huzzoori- 
mul’s proposal and receiving our determination thereon. 

85. Upon mature deliberation we have acquainted the governours of the 
two hospitals that we do not consent that the capital sum of current 
rupees 37,500 be received into our treasury at Calcutta as a fund to answer the 
annual sums by way of interest to be paid to these hospitals, and those 
gentlemen have thereupon signified to us that they are desirous the capital 
should be remitted to them in England, to be laid out at interest here, to 
which we have no objection if Huzzoorimul consents to take bills for it and 
remit them ; but however that may be, we direct that in case the 37,500 current 
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rupees have been paid into your treasury, you make a protest by letter to 
Huzzoorimul that we refuse to accept this money upon the terms proposed, 
and if the money is not paid in, you arc to refuse it upon those terms, but 
voti may accept the money at interest and give a common note lor it (taking 
no notice of the legacy) so as to leave us at liberty to pay oil and Huzzoorimul 
to call in the principal at any time as we or he shall think lit, and upon his 
remitting the interest to England, you are to draw the bills in common form 
as for cash paid in, but to take receipts for the interest and let the business 
be transacted in this manner till the method of disposing oE the piincipal 
shall be entkely settled. 

86. From the view presented to us in your letter oE the 14th of February 
1763, of the expences and revenues of your Presidency, it appears that the 
former amount to the amazing sum of forty lack of rupees out of the sixty 
lack which you compute the revenues at, so that there remains no more than 
twenty lack for providing your investments, for our China trade, the assistance 
of Bombay and various other calls for money without drawing bills upon 
us to an amount which has been and we fear will still continue to be ol 
great inconvenience to us j however, we must submit to it so far as you find 
really necessary for the beforementionecl purposes. But as chc .military ex- 
pence alone is computed at no less than thirty lack, certainly, as you observe, 
it should be an object of your most serious attention, and wc accordingly 
most strongly recommend your reassuming the consideration of reducing* the 
same as far as it can be done, consistently with the plan for maintaining the 
number of troops laid down in our letter of the 30th of December, in every 
item that can possibly admit it, and here the article of bait a is a very striking 
one, and as we cannot but think it may with great propriety and reason lx; 
much reduced, we shall expect to hear that according to former orders as 
well as these you have and will seriously and earnestly set about and succeed 
in a work of such great importance. With care and due regard to economy 
we are satisfied much may be saved also in the expence of your works, in 
short wherever savings can with propriety be made it is incumb(‘nt on and 
recommended to you to make them. 


87. The lists which we receive from your Presidency of persons residing 
01 trading under our protection, have been hitherto very imperfect and insuffi- 
cient to answer the pirrposes for which they arc wanted. You must therefore 
cause exact lists to be taken every year of all persons whatsoever within the 
limits or jurisdiction of your Presidency specifying therein their present 
capactiy, whether they reside at Fort William, the subordinates or any other 
place, and if they have or have not the Company's licence, and yoxi arc to 
require the Master Attendant to deliver in to you annually, lists of all seafar- 
ing people employed in the Company’s or private service, in which he is to 
distinguish their stations and whether they have the Company's permission 
or not, and you must take care to forward to us both those lists in duplicate 
at least every season. 


88. It being necessary for our mformation that we should receive from 
our several Presidencies as full accounts as can be procured of the several 
commodities imported and exported by all foreign European ships, you are 
therefore to be punctual in transmitting us annually such accounts from your 
Presidency in duplicate at least 
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89. Instead of sending copies of your foreign and inland invoices received 
and sent as articles in the paper packets, let them be entered and transmitted 
to us in books kept for that purpose. 

90. In some of the bills of exchange drawn upon us from your Presi- 
dency, there has not been room left on the face for our Secretary here to 
write the acceptance which the proper officer must be dhected to rectify in 
future. 

91. Several of the packets we have lately received from your Presidency 
have been put into boxes much too large and inconvenient to be forwarded 
to us by land carriage from the first port the ship arrives at, and very often 
their unsizeable buUcs induces the captains to keep them on board till the 
ship’s arrival in the river of Thames, by which means, we have been deprived 
of very necessary and important intelligence for a considerable time, and 
upon opening such boxes, they have been found three parts filled with 
cotton. To prevent our meeting with such disappointment in future, you 
must take care to make up your packets more compact and in smaller boxes. 


Eighthly concerning the West Coast 

92. Our settlements upon the 'West Coast^^^ being now under the care 
and management of its proper Governour and Council as a Presidency by the 
arrival there of President Carter and our other servants, we have little more 
to say under this head than to express our satisfaction at the assistance you 
have already given towards their re-cstablishmcnt, and notwithstanding it 



which we hope and expect to sec it in, in order to which you will have a due 
regard to the informations and directions you have already received or may 
hereafter receive from us, as also the requests that shall be made to you from 
time to time by our President and Council at Fort Marlborough. 

93, By our directions, the said President and Council will probably 
renew their applications for a supply of workmen ; they are in the utmost 
distress for want of some, and wc positively direct that you give them all the 
assistance in this way that lays in your power whenever they request it. 
Those you sent them some time since were so ignorant in their business, and 
such an useless set of people that we find they were under the necessity of 
returning them, by which we have been put to an extraordinary expence to 
no purpose ; you will be particularly careful, therefore, that those you send 
in future are good workmen in their several professions. 

94. We observe witli satisfaction the provision you had made and was 
making of ophium for our settlements on the West Coast as mentioned in your 
letter of the 14th of February 1763 and though we make no doubt of a conti- 
nuance of your care, yet we think it right to remind you of and enforce our 
former orders on this subject, contained in our letters to you of the 1st of 
April and 31st of December 1760 for reserving the trade in that article upon 
the said Coast to ourselves, and furnishing our President and Council there 
with whatever quantitys they want and indent for in the best and cheapest 
manner ; to which we now add, in order to prevent any illicit trade therein, 
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that all private traders to the West Coast shall make an entry of their carg'oes 
either at Fort hlarlborough or Nattal before they proceed to other ports, 
under the penalty of seizure of all ophium carried in such ships otherwise 
than on the Company’s account, and the offenders forfeiting our service or 
protection. This prohibition and the entry of the cargoes is to be in force 
with respect to all our Presidencies and settlements from which any trade is 
carried on to the said Coast, and you are accordingly so far as respects yours, 
to take all the care in your power to cause them to be strictly observed. 


95. We continue our dhections to the President and Council at Fort 
hiarlboroLigh to send all the pepper they can collect upon the Coast to China 
till they have our orders to the contrary. 


Ninthly concerning the charter 


96. You will receive by the ship Duke of Albany His Majesty’s pardons 
for the slave girl Caliy and the two men named Chumcro and Sabdec, men- 
tioned in your letter of the 8th of April 1762 and authenticated copies of the 
said pardons are sent by the Vansittart. 


97. We will turn our thoughts towards obtaining a cliscrclionary power 
from His Majesty of granting pardons, which is always gi^T^ to the judges 
of assize in England. In the mean time as there is little doubt of ol)iaiiung 
the King’s pardon upon your applications to us, we thijtk the capital convicts 
may be more at large and not shut up in the condemned hole, until an 
answer comes from England, yet they must be kept in irons, and care taken 
to prevent escapes. 


98. The war with France and Spain being at an end, your difficulties 

L 30 o ’ r 6'7 respect to the applications made to you for granting 
Pa. ^109. “ fetters of marque, expressed in your letter of the 3()th of 

October 1762, are at an end also, but if the case should 


ever exist again, no such power as you mention, for many weighty 
can ever be obtained. 


reasons, 


99. In answer to the queries from the Mayor’s Court rcfcrrcxl to in your 
said letter, we have taken tlie advice of the Company’s Sollicitor and do thcrc- 
[do.] Pa. ili. inform you that it is certain no man is obliged by 

. confess that by his answer to a bill or any legal 

procee ing against him, which may make himself liable to any pecuniary 
or corporal punishment inflicted by statute or the common law. 


100. As there are no suits in India but by bill and answer, the Mayor’s 
Court ought never to allow demurrers to the relief prayed, but only to the 
discovery; unless when the bill is so absurd that the plaintiff ought to have 
no relief upon his own case; as for example if A brings a bill against C 

^ owes him money, and_ without giving any reason for it, 

P ^ P^y ® ; as A by his own shewing has no demand upon 

C the demurrer of C both to the discovery and relief must be allowed, but 

of tiS ^^^“dant can never demur to the relief, but only to the discovery 
damages orforfeiture^ P^^^hies, 
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101. In the three causes specified, if the defendants had only demurred 
to the discovery of what might have made them liable to penalties, naming 
in their demurrers, the questions they objected to, the demurrers ought to 
have been allowed, and the causes would have gone on as they do every day 
in the Court of Chancery for relief, upon such evidence as the plaintiffs were 
able to bring in support of their complaints. 

102. But whenever a general demurrer to discovery and relief is put into 
a complaint, which if true, the plaintiff will be relieved, the whole demurrer 
is always overruled, because it is a standing rule that demurrers are entire 
things, and can't be bad in part, and good in part, and altho’ the Court 
would be allowed the demurrer to the discovery, yet as the relief is included 
in the demurrer, the whole must be overruled. 

103. In the three causes from the Mayor’s Court, the demurrer 
ought to be overruled, if they went to the relief which the plaintiffs are 
entitled to, as well as to the discovery they have no right to, and the 
defendants must put in answers to the bills, whereby they are to insist, 
that the plaintiffs have no right to any answer from the defendants 
to such part of the bills as may make them liable to penalties &ca 
but nevertheless, the plaintiffs will have a right to prove such parts 
of their bills, and then the court will give such relief as is consistant 
with justice. 

104. In the case of Gourlade and DeLabat against Putham, the plaintiffs 
being alien enemy s, certainly by law the court could not entertain their suit 
and their being prisoners on parole, makes no difference in the question of 
law. 

105. Nothing arc more frequent in England than actions against 
attorneys for neglect or mismanagement and they are always brought in the 
court of which the defendant is an attorney. 

106. A defendant wheresoever he may live must be served personally 
with the summons of the court but the leaving the body of a subpoena at his 
house is here good service ; we apprehend no attachment or process of con- 
teiript can legally issue but upon such service of the summons or subpoena 
as is here mentioned, this we mean in cases where no bail is required, and 
where bail is required, you have very full insuuctions in the former and 
rules of practice at large and a little application to study that and the law 
books you are in possession of, would have made your question to us upon 
this head needless. 

107. In answer to that part of your letter of the 8th April 1763 [ 5 /c] 
there arc hardly any collections of treaties to be procured which can be 

depended upon, the most compleat work of this kind we 
informed of, is in French entitled Histoire des Traites 
de Paix eL Aiitres N €gotiatio7is, in 18 volumes, fofio printed 
at Amsterdam, it is very scarce ; however, we have sent for it and if we can 
procure it in time, we shall send it by one of the ships of this season, if not 
you will have it next season ; with respect to the law books desired, we now 
send you some of the most approved and for the particulars you are referred 
to the invoices. 
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108. And we now also send a fifdi volume o£ the statutes at large instead 
Lre 30th Octr. sixth volumes put up by mistake for a 

1762 Pa. 110. fifth which you have returned to us. 


Supplement 


109. The beforegoing part of this letter was wrote before the arrival of 
the Lapwing by which we received on the 4th instant by way of Fort St. George^ 
your two letters, dated the ISth of April 1763, one of them upon the general 
affairs of the Presidency, the other upon the very extraordinary transactions 
with respect to the licentious private trade carried on by our servants and the 
unwarrantable measures taken to oblige the Suhah Cossim Aly Cawn to 
submit to the unwarrantable terms, the Council thought fit to impose upon 
him, by the deputation of Messrs. Amyatt and Hay. The advices we received 
from Fort St. George, give us a further account of the confusion our affairs 
have been thrown into, the natural result of those pernicious measures. 

110. Before the receipt of those advices, we had wrote a letter to your 
Presidency in consequence of our careful and impartial enquiry into the 
conduct of our servants, in which we plainly pointed out the tendency of the 
measures they were pursuing and the unhappy consequences which have since 
really happened. ^ In that letter which bears date the 8th instant, we made the 
necessary alterations in the Council and gave some directions with respect 

to piivate tiade and other matters of moment to which all due obedience is 
to be paid. 

111. In the unhappy situation of our affairs in Bengal, wc judged it 
highly necessary to invest President Vansittart, or in his absence, the Pr(;sidcnt 
and Select Committee for the time being, with some extraordinary powers 
as the only means for restoring tranquility. Tlicsc powders are contained in 

our letter to you of the 9th instant, and in that addressed to those persons 
tnerem referred to bearing the same date. 

112. Although those persons arc vested with the said extraordinary 
powers and their orders and directions are to be obeyed in the manner men- 
tioned in the said letters, yet the rest of the Council and all our servants XI 
soever, are to continue to act in their several ranks and stations and serve 

the Company to die utmost of their abilities still subservient however to the 
said orders and duections. 


113. It is with great satisfaction wc observe the readiness of our 
President and Council of Fort St. George to send you as large a reinforcement 
as the circumstances they were in would possibly admit of, and by engaging 

to send you two men of war of the line and two frigates. 
From their conduct on this and former occasions, we have every reason to 
depend upon thetr continuing to give you all the assistance in their power 

SineTto ^ however, wo have thought 

clans or mn^ leave tt to them [while] pointing out any particular 

^ important occasion as circum- 

stances may from time to time require. 

114. Besides the recruits we send out this season for our several 

Presidencies which we have before advisoH ,ro„ , scveiat 

ueiore aavtsed you of, we have on this 
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extraordinary occasion determined to encrease the number and for that pur- 
])ose we shall instead of ordering the ships Fort Willmm and Success to 
Madagascar as mentioned in the beginning of this letter, dispatch them to the 
Coast and Bay with as many recruits as they can possibly cany, consistently 
with their healths, and we at present believe the number in botli ships may 
amount to about six hundred men. The terms and conditions to be agreed 
upon with the owners for the transport of the said recruits will be noticed 
in our letters by those ships. 

115. One of the unhappy consequences of your troubles has been for the 
present at least, the cutting off a source from which our China investment 
has had a good supply of cash. It is too late and indeed in our present 
situation inconvenient to send out anv treasure this year for that trade. We 
have therefore acquainted our President and Council of Fort St. George tliat 
we must depend upon their making their utmost efforts to raise a sufficient 
stock of money and goods to send to China for the ships of this season. 
As we cannot know your present condition, we can only recommend to 
you in the strongest manner to take the advantage of the first favourable 
turn in affairs to continue to supply our China supracargos with as large 
and early remittances as may be in your power. The importance of this 
object speaks for itself and therefore we have only to add that unless such 
supplies can be sent, the Company must unavoidably have their distresses 
multiplied. 

116. In your letter of the 18th of April last we observe the summary 
account of your proceedings with respect to a snow called the Siisamia Marga- 

1 Pa 17 & bound from Mauritius to Negapatam, seized by Cap- 

‘ tain Stephen Iveson, Commander of the Sulivan country 
ship in his passage from Bombay, which you took possession of in behalf of tlie 
Company, judging her for the reasons therein given to be French property. 
Altho' she was reclaimed by the Dutch on account of her having a passport 
from a private Dutch merchant, as we are at present circumstanced with the 
Dutch, we could have wished no fresh occasions for altercations had occurred 
and we would as far as is possible have you avoid them for the future. How 
far you have been right in this transaction, we cannot say until we have a 
full account of your proceedings, wdth all the necessary documents and papers, 
to prove her French property, which you give us to understand will be sent 
by the ships Royal George and Earl of AsJiburnJuwi. As this may occasion 
us a good deal of trouble, you will take a careful review^ of the whole affair 
and consider whether any more informations than those by the said ships arc 
necessary and forward them by the next conveyances. We observe you caused 
the said vessel with her cargo to be sold and the amount to be deposited in 
our cash being current rupees 23,349-9-7 where it is to lay until it is deter- 
mined here to whom the same legally belongs. We cannot see with what 
propriety Capt. Samson of the Hardwicke could seize upon tire said vessel on 
her arrival in Bengal River in virtue of his letter of marque ; you did right 
therefore in not admitting his claim ; how^ever, his pretentions will have 
their place in the discussion of this affair though they seem at present to be 
very slenderly founded. 

117. According to the account you give us of the affair between the 
gentlejnen of the Danish Company and you, the Second and Zemindar of the 
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Danish Factory taking upon them to inflict an ignominioLis pimislmiciu upon 
a jemautder, havildar and sepoy of the Company’s on account oE a trifling 

quarrel between them and the guard of peons at tlic barrier 
Pa. 28 & 32. town, they seem to have been guilty ol: an insult 

which required a suitable satisfaction ; but whether you should Juive 
proceeded so far* as to invest their factory, we cannot form a judgment until 
we are more fully informed from the papers which passed on the occasion. 
As we find that the Danish Zemindar did at last make the acknowledgment 
required, and you in consequence drew your troops ofl*, we hope to hear 
nothing more of the affair. Your conjecture that Mr Demarchez, who is a 
native of France and is Chief of the Danish Factory, might have views to our 
prejudice in this transaction, seems very probable ; it will be necessary there- 
fore to have a careful eye upon the conduct of the Danes thus influenced 
by him. At the same time we would have you avoid with the inmost care 
the proceeding to extremities. 


IIS, We find you still have intentions to erect a fort at Chinagong when 
you have caused a proper spot of ground to be pitched upon. We have 

already in the 42d paragraph of this letter given you our 
sentiments very fully upon this head, you are therefore 
hereby positively ordered not to set about that or any works of ihc like kind 
at any other place whatsoever without our express leave. 


119, You inform us you have appointed two additional surgeons at 
Calcutta to succeed to the office of Principal Surgeons, when those we have 

aheady nominated shall have been provided for. Thar 
some further assistance is necessary on account ol: the 
encreased number of persons in our service civil and military, wc cannot but 
admit; but with respect to the inhabitants, they most certainly ought to 
reward the physitians who attend them at their own cxpcncc. Wc allow there- 
fore of your said appointment, on these conditions, however, that they arc 
to be deemed assistants only, and that their allowances from die Company 
shall he proportionably less than the Principal Surgeons. 


120. You were informed in our letter of the 30th of December last that 
when there was a vacancy in one of the three majorities upon your establish- 
ment, Captain Sir Robert Fletcher therein mentioned was to succeed as Major 
and take rank next below Major Knox. Th[is] event having fell out by our 
dismission of Major Carnac, Sir Robert Fletcher is upon his arrival to l)c one 
of the established Majors and take rank accordingly. 

121. We have recommended it to the President and Council at Fort 
St. George under certain circumstances to advance Cape. Donald Campbell to 
a majority at that Presidency ; if that shall be clone, and the situation of our 
affairs in Bengal may have made it necessary for the said President and 
Council to send that gentleman to your assistance, he is not, however, to take 
rank of Sir Robert Fletcher. 


122. By the advices received by the Lapwing, it evidently appears that 
Mr. William Ellis’s conduct^^ has continued to be such as to render him 
unworthy of the Company’s service in any station or situation whatsoever. We 
therefore revoke our orders for his proceeding to and being one of the Council 
at Bombay as mentioned in our letter of the 13th of May last, and we do 
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hereby dismiss him absolutely from the Company's service. If this letter 
finds him in Bengal, you are to send hmi to England by the very first con- 
veyance that offers after the receipt of this. But in case he shall be set out 
for Bombay, you are to signify this our order to the President and Council 
there by the very jfirst conveyance that offers. 

123. Captain Roddam of the ship Godolphin being in great want of a 
surgeon, we find William Carnec who had been employed in our hospital at 
Fort William, was spared to come to England in that ship. The pay he 
received for this service being inconsiderable and being in no way of getting 
his living here, [he] has been greatly distressed ; we have in some measure 
relieved him and given him leave to return again to Bengal. Upon his arrival 
therefore, we would have him (if you think proper) employed in the station he 
was in before his departure from thence, 

124. In addition to what is mentioned in the sixty thhd and sixty fourth 
paragraphs, we direct that you acquaint the Reverend Mr. Parry, that there 
is at present a vacancy of a chaplain at Bombay and desire his determination 
in respect tliereto, which you arc to communicate to us and to that Presidency 
by the first opportunities. 

125. We have appointed Mr. Benjamin Wroe mentioned in the seventy 
seventh paragraph of our letter of the thirtieth of December last, an Ensign 
on your establishment, in order to conduct tlie troops with regularity on 
board the Vansittart whereon he takes his passage ; his pay for that rank is 
to commence from the day of his arrival and he is to receive a commission as 
Ensign on the first vacancy that shall happen after his landing. 

126. Considering to what a degree our forces will be encreased by the 
large supplies of men we have sent and are levying, a suitable provision of 
proper persons to be trained for and to succeed as officers is necessary. We 
have therefore entertained more cadets than usual, and of those appointed 
before the dispatch of the last ships you have by lists in the packets been 
from time to time acquainted ; but as it has since appeared necessary to make 
several alterations in their number, rank and destination, the lists which 
accompany this letter will shew you their proper disposition and are, notwith- 
standing such as you may have before received, to be regarded as the rule by 
which you are to be governed for their promotion when vacancies and their 
deserts shall entitle them thereto. 


Wc arc. 

Your Lovdng Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau. SuHvan / George 
Amyand / Cha. Cutts / William Snell / 
Wm. Webber / Richd. Warner / G. 
Rooke / John Manship / J. Purling / 
John Harrison / Hen. Hadley / John 
Browne / Robt Burrow / Fredk. Pigou / 
London, Charles Chambers / W. Thornton / Hy. 

22nd February 1764. Crabb Boulton / Timothy Tullie. 
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LETTER DATED 23 MARCH 1764 


Further instructions on the execulion of the Treaty of Pans with 
France — directions io restore to the French all the factories in their 
possession at the beginning of 1749 — restoration of all French records — re- 
cstahlislnncnt of the French in the territories of the Nazvab of Bciugal and 
other princes. 


Our Presidents and Councils at Fort William, P'ort St. George and Bombay 


1. In our dispatches of the month of March 1763 we sent to you and to 
our several other Presidencies copies of the Definitive Treaty of Peace* just 
then concluded, with our orders to you and to them to do every thing which 
the said treaty requires on our part to carry the same into full and compleat 
execution as far as regards your respective departments. His Majesty’s orders 
to the commanders of his fleets and armies in India were dispatched al)out 
the same time. 


2. The Court of France conceiving that those orders were expressed in 
terms too general, and having requested a more particular instruction to tlte 
Governours of Bengal, Madras and Bombay His Majesty, desirous of 
removing every difficulty that might retard the execution of the said treaty, 
has signified to us his pleasure that we should transmit to our several 
Presidencies beforementioned, these our further orders on this subject, dupli- 
cates of which will be conveyed to you by the Commissary of the mosi 
Christian King, who is now setting out for India, as well as by our common 

convevances. 

¥ 


3. In obedience therefore to His IMajcsty’s commands, we repeal oiir 
orders and do hereby direct you to restore to France pursuant to the true 
intention and spirit of the 11th article of the said Definitive Treaty, the 
different factories which that Crown possessed in Bengal at the beginning of 
the year 1 /49, in the condition in which those factories respectii'ely were at 
the time of signing the said treaty. 


4. You are likewise, in pursuance of the 22nd article of the said Ih’eatv, 
to deliver up to the said Commissary of His Most Christian Majesty or to 
any other person properly authorized to receive the same, all the papers, 
letters, documents and archives in your custody or power which were found 
in any of the places to be restored by virtue of the said treaty. Besides these 
it has been signified to His Majesty on the part of the Court of France that 
some papers belonging to the French Company and particularly their 
phirmaunds from the Nabob were seized by the English at Muxadabad at 
the^ house of a Portuguese where [Monjsieur Law had deposited them These 
phirmaunds and papers (if any such incident really happened, for at present 
tye know nothing of it), it is His Majesty's pleasure and our direction that they 
likewise be restored wherever you shall find them. ^ 

[5.] You will likewise signify to the Nabob of Bengal and to whatever 
other princes may have entered into engagements with us during the late war, 
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not to admit the French into the countries under their dominion, that we 
dispense with those engagements and consent to the re-establishment of the 
French in India upon the terms and in the manner prescribed by the said 
treaty and according to the true intention and spirit thereof. 

[6.] Finally wc recommend to you to live in future in harmony with the 
French in India as with the other nations, in friendship and alliance with the 
British Crown, they on their part observing and conforming to the terms and 
conditions of the treaty. 

We arc, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau. Sulivan / John 
Boyd / George Amyand / J ohn Browne / 
John Manship / John Harrison / G. 
Rooke/ Charles Chamber s/W. Thornton/ 
J. Purling/Timothy Tullie/Cha. Cutts/ 
Rt. Burrow/Hen. Hadley /Wm. Webber/ 
London, Fredk. Pigou/Christ, Baron/Hy. Crabb 

the 23rd March 1764. Boulton / Richd. Warner. 
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LETTER DATED 10 APRIL 1764 

Resioration of Major Carnac to his ranh on account of his gallantry 
against Mir Oasun. 

o ^ 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

Having with the greatest pleasure observed from your advices by the 
Royal George how much the Company are obliged to Major Carnac for his 
gallant behaviour and good services in the engagement with the troops of 
the late Nabob Cossim Ally, we cannot in justice to his merit omit making 
a due acknowledgment for the same which we accordingly hereby do ; and 
to shew how high that gentleman stands in our esteem, we have unanimously 
agreed to revoke the orders for his dismission contained in our letter of the 
8th February last, and wc direct that he be forthwith restored to his rank 
and station in the service upon the receipt of this letter which to shew our 
further regard to him is writ upon this occasion only. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau. Sulivan / John 
Boyd /George Amyand /John Browne/ 
Timothy Tullie / Fredk. Pigou / John 
Manship/ Wm. Webber/W. Thornton/ 
Robt. Burrow /G. Rooke/William Snell/ 
Richd. Warner / Hen, Hadley / Charles 
London, Chambers / John Harrison / Hy. Crabb 

the 10th April 1764, Boulton, 



LETTER DATED 9 MAY 1764 


Recruits and officers for Bengal — Company to support Mir Jafar Clive 
appointed Governor and C.-in-C. — abolition of Select Committees, 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal 

1. The letters we have wrote to you by the ships of this season which 
left England at the times mentioned in the lists in the several packets, bore 
date the 30th of December, tlie 8th, 9th and 22nd February. We sent also 
a letter directed to President Vansittart only, but in his absence to the 
President and Governor and the rest of the Select Committee for the time 
being, all which have gone in triplicate at least. 

2. We have also directed a joint letter to you and our Presidents and 
Councils of Fort St. George and Bombay under date of the 28th [23rd] of March, 
containing some further instructions and directions for the more effectually 
carrying into execution the Treaty of Peace between His Majesty and the 
Most Christian King, which has been delivered in duplicate to the French 
ambassador here for each Presidency to be forwarded from France by a 
commissary from that Court. We likewise send to our said Presidencies, 
transcripts of the same signed by us in duplicate by our own ships. Those 
to you go in the Fort WUliam and Lapwing, 

3. By the ship Royal George which arrived at Spithead on the 31st 
March, we received your General and Separate Letters under date of the 29th 
of September last, together with the several other packets and letters entrusted 
to the care of Capt. Skottowe. 

4. The gentlemen who compose the Secret Committee for this direction 
are Thomas Rous Esqr. our Chairman, Henry Crabb Boulton Esqr. Deputy 
Chairman, John Boyd, Charles Cutts, Henry Savage and Laurence Sulivan, 
Esquires. 

5. We have very little to observe with respect to the advices in your 
General Letter of the 29th of September on our mercantile concerns, the only 
matters of consequence to be t^en notice of in this place being the loss of 
so many ships’ passage, and your pressing request for a plentiful supply of 
fire arms. As to the latter we send as many this season as can be procured 
in time and the ships can conveniently carry. The other point affords us matter 
for real concern as the loss to the Company by the want of the goods they 
w^ere to have brought and the heavy expence of demorage has been and will 
be very great. We make great allowances for the accidents which in a great 
measure occasioned their detention particularly the cruizing of the French 
ships at the mouth of the river, and therefore do not blame you ; at the 
same time we could have wished you had been forwarder in your investment, 
and we make these observations that you may for the future exert yourselves 
in every endeavour to get away our shipping in a proper season to save their 
passages to England. 
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6. As we write a Seperate Letter upon the troubles in Bengal and 
necessary dispositions for composing and allaying them, what therefore occurs 
upon considering your Seperate Letter of the 29th of September on that 
subject will of course be therein taken notice of. 

7. We acquainted you in our letter of the 22nd of February last, that 
we had taken up the ships Fort William ^ Captain Edward Roch and the 
Success^ Capt. Henry Gardiner to be employed on a voyage to Madagascar 
to provide slaves for the use of our settlements on the West Coast, and we 
therein gave vou the heads of the agreement between the Company and the 
owners of the said ships. 

8. In the supplement to the said letter you were informed that upon 
our hearing of the troubles which were unhappily broke out in Bengal, we 
had altered the destination of those ships and determined to send them 
directly to you with as many recruits as they could conveniently carry, 
amounting to about 600 men, 

9. Upon further considering the situation of affairs at your Presidency 
and the importance of your being supplied with as large a force as can 
be sent out this season, we have for that purpose taken up two other ships 
which will bring you about 600 more recruits, vizt.^ the Prmce of Wales, 
Capt. Burnet, Abercromby and the Lord Anso7ij Capt. George Calbreath, 
Commanders. 

10. The said four ships Fort Williain, Success, Prince of Wales and Lord 
Alison are taken up for the run to India only and when they have duly deli- 
vered to you all the goods, stores, effects, recruits and whatever else belong 
to the Company, they are to be disposed of on account of the owners. As 
we send vou by each ship a copy of the agreement between the Company and 
owners, we refer you thereto for the terms and conditions which you are in 
every respect to take care are punctually complied with, and in particular 
that part thereof, wherein it is expressly stipulated that none of the said ships 
shall be sold to the French or any other European nation except the English, 
nor be sold to any of the countrv powers in the East Indies without the leave 
or permission of the Company’s Governor and Council, Chief or Resident at 
such place where they shall be sold, and that at whatever settlement they 
shall happen to be disposed of, the purchaser or purchasers thereof shall give 
security to the said Governor and Council to submit to and abide by the 
conditions aforesaid. 

11. You will observe by the beforemen tioned agreements that two thirds 
of the freight of the said ships are to he paid in England and the remaining 
third by you ; in order therefore that you may be fully informed what is 
paid by us and consequently what is to be paid in Bengal, we send you by each 
ship a stated account of what the owners receive here to the time of the 
ships’ departure. 

12. If any of the said ships proceed to our other Presidencies before 
they are finally discharged from the service, you will take care to forward to 
them copies of the said agreements and all other necessary papers and 
informations, that our respective Governors and Councils may know how to 
act in compliance therewith. 
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13. Udoii alterine the vovaees of the ships Fort William and Success as 
beforementioned, we have taken up the Beckenham, Capt. Newman 
Mallack and the Solebay, Capt. William Richardson — Commanders, to proceed 
to Madagascar to purchase slaves for the use of our settlements upon the 
West Coast of Sumatra, These ships are hired also for the run to India only 
and then to be disposed of upon account of their owners. The terms and 
conditions agreed upon between the Company and owners arc the same 
as those under which the ships Fort William and Success were to have per- 
formed the said voyage, the heads whereof were communicated to yon in 
our letter of the 22nd Februarv last. 

14. If either or both the said ships shall happen to come to Bengal 
and fall in any respect under your management, we give directions to the 
President and Council at Fort Marlbro’ to forward with them the copies 
of their charterparties, by which you will be fully informed of our agree- 
ments with the owners and be enabled so far as you may have any concern 
with them, to comply with the terms of the said agreements. 

15. We have permitted several persons to proceed this season to the 
East Indies to be entertained in the Company’s service as surgeons at any 
of our settlements where they may be wanted if found deserving, next after 
such as have been already recommended. We now send you in the several 
packets lists of the names of such persons signed by our Secretary and this 
method we shall practice in future, which you arc to observe as a sufficient 
authentication. 

16. We have received a letter from the commissioners of His Majesty's 
navy a copy whereof comes enclosed, by which you will observe that the re- 
mains of the stores sent out for the use of the squadron under the command 
of Vice Adml. Cornish, after all the ships are furnished with what are requi- 
site for bringing them to England, are to be tendered to our several Presi- 
dencies where they may happen to be, in behalf of the Company upon the 
prices such like species sell for in the country, or if it is desired, our agents 
may dispose of them to His Majesty’s best advantage, and remit the value by 
bills of exchange payable to the treasurer of His Majesty’s navy. Wc shall 
leave this affair so far as you may have any concern therein to your discre- 
tion to determine upon taking all or any part of such stores as may be con- 
venient and most for the interest of the Company upon the terms offered, or 
otherways to dispose of them in the manner desired, taking care to remit 

to the Na\w Board as well as to us regular and authenticated accounts of the 
same. 

17. The additional number of recruits we send to your Presidency on 
the ships Fort Vi/tUiam, Success, Frince of W'ales and Ford Anson amounts 
to about twelve hundred men, at least that is our intention, but for a 

are referred to the lists in the several ships’ 

packets. ^ 

18 . The sending a proper number of officers to keep the recruits under 
proper discipline during the voyage and prevent mutinies, being a measure 

found to be absolutely necessary, we have appointed the following officers to 

proceed with them vizt. 
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Grainger Muir 
John Upton 
John Nevii Parker 
John Ross 
John Tottingham 
Roger Scarlin 
Nathaniel Kindersley 
Burnet Munifie . , 

James Thomas 
Luke Hudson 
John Shrimpton 
John Jones 
Charles Thomson 
James Piers 
Alexander Black . , 

Weston Greenwollers 
William Denman 
Nathaniel Ford 
John Buckley 
Benjamin Bennett 
Keneth Cameron 

John Stone 
Ishmael Jewell 


Captains of Infantry. 


Do. of Artillcrv 

Do. of Infantry 


Lieutenants of Infantry 


First Lieutenant of Artillery 


Ensigns of Infantry 


Lieutenant Fireworkers of Artillery 


19. Upon the arrival of the said officers and recruits in Bengal they are 
to be divided between and incorporated in the three battalions of infantry 
and the three companies of artillery until those several corps are compleated 
according to the establishment laid down in our letter of the 50th of December 
last, regard being had that the officers and men intended for the artillery 
service and those for the infantry are so placed accordingly, agreeable to the 
rank they are named in the beforegoing paragraph, and regard being also 
had that the officers who have been already recommended to succeed in the 
said several corps are first promoted. 

20. If, when the battalions and artillery companies are so compleated 
there shall be any of the said officers and recruits remaining, they are to be 
formed into additional companies of infantry and one of artillery, if the latter 
shall be necessary ; but these also are to be incorporated in the established 
corps whenever vacancies happen therein. 

21. In the mean time and until the officers can be incorporated as before- 
mentioned, they are to have pay according to their respective ranks from 
the time of their arrival in Bengal, and are to be employed in such manner 
wherein they may be of most use to the service. 

22. Gapt. Nathaniel Kindersley who is to succeed to the command of an 
artillery company in the manner beforementioned, is extremely well qualified 
in the engineering branch of military service ; we therefore recommend him 
to your particular notice to be employed in that way if wanted, and to suc- 
ceed to any vacancy that may happen therein agreeable to his abilities and 
merit. 
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23. Mr. Isaac Tullie an ensign upon the Bengal establishment and who 
we informed you in our letter of the 30th December is to have the option of 
being a lieutenant upon the Fort St. George establishment, we are now to 
acquaint you and direct, that he have the further option of continuing 
in Bengal in which case you are to give him a lieutenant’s commission, 
and he is to precede in rank all the lieutenants who arc now going to 
your settlement in the ships Fort Willidm^ Success, Prince of Wales and 
Lord Anson. 

* 

24. As a person well versed in the method of making gunpowder is ex- 
tremely difficult to be found, Mr. [...]* Walton has been for three or four years 
qualifving himself in that manufacture and has offered his service to proceed 
to your Presidency next season when he will be fully master of the whole 
process to give you good assistance in this particular branch. As an encour- 
agement to Mr. Walton we shall appoint him a factor upon the Bengal 
establishment to rank next after the lowest factor upon the list at the time 
of his arrival. 

25. In our letter of 22nd February last we fully informed you of the terms 
upon which we had agreed to discharge the interest notes or bonds lost at the 
capture of Calcutta, and at the same time gave you orders for discharging 
the principal and interest on a note or bond for current rupees 10,000, standing 
in the name of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. in trust for the widow of Robert 
Massey deceased, Mr. HolweU having performed the several requisites and 
deposited the affidavit and security bond in our hands. 

26. We have now further to inform you that Mr, William Fullerton has 
in like manner given us a bond of indemnity and other requisites to our satis- 
faction in respect to a lost note or bond ;nade out in the name of Walpole 
Eyre Esqr. for principal current rupees 2273-12-9. We therefore hereby direct 
that you pay the said principal with interest due thereon to Mr. Fullerton’s 
attorney, and as the said indemnity bond and other papers given by 
Mr. Fullerton are to remain in our hands you need not require any further 
security or evidence relative to this demand. 

27. The executors of Mr. Thomas Purnell have also made the necessary 
affidavit and executed a bond of indemnity, which are likewise to remain in 
our hands. You are therefore to pay without further evidence or security to 
the proper attorney of the executors of Thomas Purnell the principal and 
interest which shall be found justly due on the note or bond in the name of 
the said Thomas Purnell. But as we have before apprized you that current 
rupees 13,333-5-3 appear by your treasury account for February 1756 to have 
been paid off that bond, you are to take care that the same be deducted from 
the sum of current rupees 39,076-1-6 claimed by the attorney to the heirs of 
Thomas Purnell in the years 1759 and 1760 as mentioned in your letter of the 
30th October 1762, and you are likewise to be very careful that in calculating 
the interest due regard be had to that payment. 

28. Since writing our letter of the 9th February last addressed to Henry 
Vansittart Esq., President and Governor at Fort William, and to him only, 
but in his absence to the President and Governor and the rest of the Select 


* William 
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Committee, for the time being, and another letter of the same date to you 
directing you to act under the orders and dhections of the person or persons 
empowered in the first named letter, the Royal George has brought us your 
advices of the 29th of September last, by which we find Jaffier Ally Khan is 
reestablished in the suhaship ; we therefore now inform you that the whole of 
our said letter is to be entirely set aside, and it is accordingly hereby revoked ; 
and we positively direct and order that Jaffier Ally Khan be effectually support- 
ed in his government, consistent with the interest of the Company of which 
you will be the best judges. 

29. We have appointed the Kt. Honble Lord Clive, President and Governor 
of our Presidency at Fort William and Commander in Chief of all the 
Company's forces there. 

30. We have likewise appointed Mr. William Brightw^ell Sumner Second in 
Council and to succeed to the Government in case of the death or coming away 
of Lord Clive. 

31. We have thought proper also to restore Mr. John Johnstone to his rank 
and station in the Council. 

32. By the next dispatches which will be in a very short time, w^e shall 
give our further sentiments and directions with respect to all the gentlemen in 
Council who have been dismissed or suspended the service by our orders and 
remain in Bengal. 

33. Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner and Mr. Sykes take their passage for Bengal in 
the ship Kent) which will be dispatched with the utmost expedition. 

34. The General Court having on the 8th [5th] instant come to the fol- 
lowing resolution vizt. 

''That this General Court do recommend it to and empower the Court of 
Directors to agree with Lord Clive for the Payment of his Jaghire^ for the 
space of Ten Years, provided his Lordship shall so long live and the Company 
shall be in actual Possession of the Lands out of which it issues, and the 
Revenues thereof during that period of time.” 

We direct therefore that all former orders from us or our Secret Com- 
mittee to your Select Committee for stopping the said jaghirej are to 
cease, and all sums of money which may have been detained in conse- 
quence of those orders, are to be paid to His Lordship on his arrival, or in the 
mean time to his order. 

35. In the 4th paragraph of this letter w^e have given you the names of 
the Secret Committee ; their power is to take the necessary precautions for 
the safety of the outward and homeward bound ships, the orders therefore 
they or any three of them shall give for this purpose are to be obeyed by 
the Governor and any other person or persons to whom they are directed. 

36. Having taken into consideration the powers with which the Select 
Committees at our several Presidencies have been invested, we have thought 
proper entirely to annihilate and abolish them, and the said Committee is 
accordingly upon the receipt of this letter to be laid aside and abolished at 
our Presidency of Fort William, the like orders go to our other Presidencies. 



44 


LETTER FROM COURT 


37. We, having upon appointing Lord Clive to be our President and 
Governor as beforementioned, come to a resolution that if either hlr. Spencei 
or Mr. Price shall happen to be in Bengal they are to return to Bombay , 
however, if at the time of the receipt of this letter either of them are in 
Bengal, it is our direction that such person continues there until Lord Clive 
arrives to take upon him the Government as w^e intend to send by the Kent 
on which he takes his passage the necessary directions for the arrangcmeni 
of the Council. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous / Hy. Crabb Boulton / 
Geo. Dudley / Lau. Sulivan / Hy. Sa- 
vage / Wm. Webber / John Manship / 
G. Rooke / George Cuming / J. Purling/ 
Fredk. Pigou / Hen. Hadley / John 
Harrison / R. Burrow / John Boyd / 
London, Willi. Bar well / John Roberts / Charles 

9th May 1764. Chambers. 
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LETTER DATED 16 MAY 1764 

Clivers plan for reorganisation of Be7igal Army. 

Our President and Council of Fort William in Bengal. 

1. The ships Fort Willwn and Success which carried our last letter to 
you of the 9th sailed the [...] instant^ by these ships the Prince of Wales and 
Lord Anson are herewith enclosed triplicate and copy of that letter. 

2. For your particular information of the consignments to the Presi- 
dency by these ships, we refer you to their accompanying invoices and bills 
of lading and as you have already been w^ell informed of the terms on which 
they are hired, being the same as those the Fort William and Success are 
agreed for, it is material only at present to recommend their respectively en- 
closed charterparties and freight accounts as settled here to your careful 
perusal and attention. 

3. On the recommendation of Lord Clive we have appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen to the undermentioned ranks in our military service under 
your establishment, tnzt. 

Joseph Peach ... as Major 

Henry Watson ... a Field Engineer and Captain 

Robert Grant . . . Aide-de-Camp to his Lordship and Captain, etc, 

Thomas Sturges . , as a Lieutenant of Horse ; 
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they all take passage on the Prince of Wales and are to succeed in the troops 
according to the posts above respectively assigned them as vacancies shall 
happen, and in the mean time they are severally from the day of their arrival 
to receive the pay usually allowed to the officers serving in the like ranks. 

4. By our ship Lapwing and the Kent, which we hope to send away in 
a few days, you will receive our orders more at large on our affiairs in general, 
and particularly with relation to the military system for forming the infantry 
into regiments and other regulations on the plan proposed by our President 
Lord Clive“. 

5. Our agents at Fort Marlborough under the 4th of June last describe 
in very affecting terms the entire neglect of assisting them with supplies 
not only of treasure but particularly of ophium and cloth, whereby both 
ours and their own trade is in manifest danger of suffering the utmost pre- 
judice and the Dutch greatly benefited ; this disregard to our so frequently 
repeated and urgent recommendations is matter of great concern to us. We 
see upon paper indeed preparatory measures for their aid, but these not 
fully and effectually executed must give the last stroke to their distress ; for 
removal therefore, of their pressing necessities, it is incumbent upon us 
peremptorily to insist upon your perfect obedience to our constant injunc- 
tions for affording assistance of every kind to the West Coast, and that in 
future as punctual and speedy a compliance be paid to their indents as if 
they were made immediately from us, for we shall hold you in the highest 
degree answ-erable for the fatal consequences of an undue regard to their 
requests for supplies. We observe that some time after the date of the said 
advices some assistance had been given by yours and the Madrass Presidency 
from the latter by means of the Greyhound, Leopard and Luconia snows 
and the Prince Henry packet. 

6. As you arc in want of able seamen to serve as pilots in the River of 
Bengal, you wall now have a good opportunity of engaging some of the mates 
or other officers belonging to the four ships Fort William, Success, Prince of 
]V ales and Lord Anson which are to be disposed of in India. You will do well 
therefore, to engage as many of them as you w'ant and are well qualified for 
the said service, giving them all proper encouragement upon their engaging. 
The like is to be done with respect to the mates and officers of the ships 
Beckenham and Solebay bound to the West Coast of Sumatra in case they arc 
disposed of in Bengal. 


London, 
i6th May 1764. 


We arc. 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous / Hy. Crabb Boulton / 
George Dudley / J. Purling / Frcdk. 
Pigou / John Manship / G. Rookc / 
Hen. Hadley / Peter Ducane Junr. / 
Robt. Burrow / Heny. Savage / Cha. 
Cutts / John Harrison / William Snell / 
Charles Chambers / John Roberts. 
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Tranquillity and security of cojnmerce preferable to further territorial 
expansion — constitution of the Council at Fort William — Clivers allowances — 
Bengal military establishment — repeal of order regarding double batta — Clive's 
jagir — instructions regarding inland trade. 

President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Your Sepai-ate Letter of the IStli of April 1763 contained a very dis- 
agreeable detail of your transactions to that time and presented us with a 
melancholy view of the situation of our affairs in Bengal at the eve of a war 
against the then Nabob Cossim Aly Cawn ; your following letter of the 29th 
of September by the Royal George continues the detail of your proceedings 
but almost contrary to any expectations we could flatter ourselves with, ends 
\’vith the most satisfactory account of the success of our army and that it 
was your behef the action near Rajamaul, by taking of and driving the enemy 
from their works, would be decisive of the fate of the war, as they seemed to 
repose their chief confidence in the strength of those works, and by the loss 
of them are, you say, deprived of all supplies of provisions from Bengal, and 
which is entirely secured to us. It is our earnest wishes [sic] that you may be 
right in your conjectures. 


2. In former letters we have given our sentiments upon the frequent 
revolutions in the Government of Bengal and we still are of the same opinion, 
that they^ must be productive of the greatest mischief and prejudice to the 
Company’s affairs and therefore are at all times to be avoided. This last, 
therefore, by the reinstatement of Jaffier Aly Cawn in the subaship will re- 
quire your utmost care and attention to make it permanent and prevent any 
future disturbances in the country, in order to which, we repeat what we 
have directed in our letter of the 9th of May ; that Jaffier Aly Cawn is to be 
effectually supported in his government consistently with the treaties between 
the Company and tire said Subah, and die interest of the Company of which 
you will be the best judges. It is proper to observe in this place that we arc 
"fi! present possessions, and are by no means, desirous of 

addmg to ^em. Their security therefore, the preserving the country in a state 

promotion of our commercial interests are the objects 
«^ich must be constantly in your view, and it is our positive order that no 
military enterprizes or expeditions be undertaken or carried into execution 
unless the Company’s interest reaUy and immediately requires them. 

L 1 • 1 , conduct and gallant behaviour of Major Thomas 

jyy Ca^ we came to a resolution on the 1st May to apply to His Maiestv 

S’Sd*: "" ‘h ^ that g.„S2 

m regard to the ^eat services he has rendered the Company, and that he 



1 JUNE i764 


47 


4. Highly sensible also of the gallant behaviour and good services of 
Major John Carnac on tiie same occasions, we unanimously revoked our 
orders of dismission, and agreed to restore him to his rank and station in 
the service, which, to shew our great regard to him was signified in a letter 
to you in quadruplicate for this purpose only under date of the 10th of April, 
one of which was sent by the York to be forwarded from Bombay ; tlie other 
three you will receive by the present conveyances. 

5. It is with great pleasure we are further to inform you that the Pro- 
prietors of this Company, most heartily concur with us in the highest sense 
of the good and gallant behaviour of those gentlemen as also of the rest of 
the officers and troops under their command : we cannot better convey to 
you their sentiments than by inserting the resolutions themselves of the 
General Court held on the 5th of last month, at which it is thought there 
was the greatest number of proprietors assembled ever known, vizt. 

''Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the Thanks of this Court be given 
‘'to Major Adams for his Spirited and wise Conduct in saving the Company's 
“Settlements in Bengal from imminent Danger. 

“Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the Thanks of this Court be given 
“to the Court of Directors for their Wise and prudent Resolution for an 
'‘humble Application to His Majesty through the Secretary at War in favour 
'‘of Major Adams as mentioned in theh Minutes of the 1st May, and that 
“they be desired to carry the Same forthwith into Execution. 

“Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the Thanks of this Court be given 
“to Major Carnac and the rest of the Officers and Troops who distinguished 
“themselves by theh Gallant Behaviour in saving the Company's Settlements in 
'‘Bengal from imminent danger under the Command of Major Adams.” 

6. You will notify the beforegoing to the Majors Adams and Carnac 
and the other officers and troops in the most honourable and publick manner. 

7. Upon reconsidering the situation of our affahs in Bengal as advised 
in your letters by the Royal George so far as respects the several Members 
of the Council who had incurred our censure, we have thought proper to 
reinstate Mr. William Ellis in the Company’s service upon the Bengal estab- 
lishment. We have also restored Mr. John Johnstone and Mr, William Hay 
to the service ; we have likewise taken off the suspension of Mr. Hugh Watts. 

8. These acts of lenity we hope (as w^e are certain they ought) will be 
productive of that gratitude and a proper sense of duty to the Company on 
the part of those gentlemen as will influence their future conduct in such a 
manner as may justly merit our approbation. 

9. Presuming that what is now said will have the deshed effect, those 
gentlemen are constituted part of the Council as hereafter mentioned. 

10. As to Mr. Stanlake Batson, his violent behavior in many instances 
has been so very extraordinary, particularly at the Council Board, that we 
cannot think of restoring him. 

11. On the 12th of March last the General Court of Proprietors having 
come to a resolution. 
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“That it was the desire of the said Court Lord Clive ])c requested to lake 
upon him the Station of President of Bengal and the Command of the Com- 
pany's hlilitary Forces there upon his Lordship’s arrival at the said Presidency." 

12. And His Lordship ha\ing signified his acceptance of the same, he is 
accordingly appointed President and Governour. 


13. We, having ordered Mr. John Spencer to return to Bombay, as you 
will observe by the 37th paragraph of our letter of the 9th of May, this order 
extends also to Mr. \Ahlliam Andrew Price if he shall happen to be in Bengal 
in lieu of Mr. Spencer ; accordingly upon the receipt of this letter either one 
or the other wBo may happen to be there is to return to Bombay. 

14. Under these circumstances vve have appointed Mr. William Bright- 
well Sumner Second in Council at Fort William and to succeed to the Govern- 
ment in case of the death or coming away of Lord Clive. 

15. Havmg premised thus much we arc now to inform you of ihe 
names of the several persons who are appointed to compose our Council 
for managing and conducting all our affairs at the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal, to whom all due obedience is to be paid, vizi., 


The Right Hon’blc Robert Lord Clive 
William Brightwell Sumner . . . 


Brigadier General John Carnac 

Mr. William Ellis 

Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell 

Mr. William Billers 

Mr. Harrv Verelst 

Mr. John Cartier 

Mr. Warren Hastings 

Mr. John Johnstone 

Mr. Francis Sykes 

Mr. William Hay 

Mr. Randolph Marriott 

Mr. Hugh Watts 

iMr, Ascanius William Senior 

Mr. John Chambers. 


President and Governour 

Second and to succeed to the Govern- 
ment in case of the death or coming 

away of Lord Clive 

•> 

Third, but never to rise higher in the 
Council. 


16. \Vc send by the ship Kent a commission^' under tlie Company's seal 
constituting the said Council accordingly; however, it is our fur lieihiiA 

With the King s troops he is to have a seat and voice at the Board when 

*-cin next before 

17. Although General Carnac is to have a seat and voice in the Council 

be found before thus letter. 

at the end of ih? letter. ^ carelessness , heie for convenience it has been printed 
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in the rank beforemen tinned, it is meant that he is to remain fixed and 
never to rise to an higher station therein, and consequently is not to succeed 
to the Government upon any vacancy, the same to be filled up on 
such an event by and confined to our civil servants according to the general 
custom and usage of the Company. 

18. No other militarv officers are to have a seat or voice at the Board, 
but are to be consulted as occasions may require upon military affahs only, 
of which you will be the proper est judges. 

19. Upon the decease or coming away of General Carnac, no other 
military officer or officers are to have a constant seat in Council without our 
express leave, but the next in command is to have a seat and voice at the 
Board upon military affairs only. 

20. Having considered what allowances should be made to Lord Chve 
as President and Governour, we have agreed to settle upon His Lordship, and 
he is accordingly to be allowed the sum of six thousand pounds a year to be 
paid him monthly, to commence upon his arrival in Bengal which, together 
with the one per cent commission he is entitled to as President out of the 
two and an half per cent coinage duty, are to be in full consideration for all 
his services both civil and military ; consequently His Lordship is to have n6 
allowance whatsoever by way of commission or otherwise out of the revenues 
from any of our territorial acquisitions whatsoever, and our order thereupon 
as contained in our letters of the 13th of March 1761 and the 13th of May 
1763 are from this time forward to be null and void. 

21. We do not mean to hinder His Lordship from receiving the usual 
commission arising from the coral and other licensed articles consigned to 
him by private merchants ; this His Lordship is to have the benefit of in the 
usual manner. 

22. Considering that some of the Council will be employed at the 
subordinate settlements in order to allow for the same and to have a sufficient 
number remain at the Presidency, the whole number in the rank of Council 
ought not to be fewer than sixteen, the President and military officer included ; 
when therefore that number is lessened by death or otherways, we direct that 
the next covenant servant or servants in standing be directly taken in, if there 
are no well grounded reasons to prevent their admission. 

23. In our letters of the 30th of December and 8th of February you were 
informed of our appointing Brigadier General Caillaud- to command our 
forces at your Presidency ; but in consequence of the different arrangements 
we have since made, we have thought proper to alter his destination and to 
constitute him commander of all our forces upon the Coast of Choromandel 
next under Major Genl. Lawrence. However he does not proceed to his station' 
until the departure of the first ship next season, on which he is to take his 
passage. 

24. In our letter of the 30th of December last, we laid down the parti- 
culars of the military plan adopted for the Bengal establishment, which is td 
consist of three battalions of infantry containing seven hundred men'eachj 
three companies of artillery containing one hundred men each, and two trodps 
of horse of one hundred men in each^ making together 2600 Europeans ; 

Vol. IV— 4 
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also four battalions of seapoys containing one thousand in each making 
together four thousand seapoys. 

25. The said establishment is to be adhered to as to the number of men 
for the present ; however, we earnestly recommend it to you to reduce it 
whenever it may be done wdth safety ; on the other hand we give you leave 
to encrease it as far as shall appear to be absolutely necessary and the exigency 
of affairs really requires a larger number and not otherwise. 

26. Lord Clive having represented to and satisfied us of the great utility 
of the battalions being put into the form of a regiment by having a proper 
number of field officers at the head of each agreeable to the methods practised 
in His Majesty’s forces, and indeed in all the regular corps in Europe, we 
have therefore determined that each of the beforementioned battalions of 
Europeans, instead of being commanded by a Major only, have a Colonel, a 
Lieutenant Colonel and a Major. 

27. And His Lordship having recommended the following gentlemen and 
we being perfectly satisfied with their character and merit do hereby direct 
that, 

Major John Carnac who has so well signalized himself in the service as 
has been already mentioned be Colonel of the First Battalion ; 

Major Richard Smith^ to be Colonel of the Second Battalion and Major 
Randfurlie Knox to be Colonel of the Third Battalion. 

28. We further direct that Sir Robert Barken^ have the chief command 
of the corps of artillery with the rank of Colonel. 

29. As we would have the Lieutenant Colonels and Majors promoted 
from the most deserving among the officers upon your establishment agree- 
able to their rank, yet we must here add that Sir Robert Fletcher who has 
greatly distinguished himself in our service and to whom we gave a Major’s 
brevet as mentioned in our letter of the 30th of December last is to be pro- 
moted according to his rank, and Captain Joseph Peach recommended by 
Lord Clive and who has the general character of an excellent officer in His 
Majesty s service and to whom we also gave the rank of Major , as mentioned 
m our letter of the 16th of May is likewise to be promoted accordingly. 

30. Lord Clive having further recommended Lieutenant Henry Watson to 
be a field engineer with the rank of Captain— Captain Grant to be Aid du 
Camp to his Lordship and to be a Captain on a vacancy — Cornet Sturges to 
be a Lieutenant of Horse, we leave it to His Lordship and the rest of the 
Council to rank and station them as they shall see fit. 

31. Each of the field officers is to have a company with ten shillings a 
day pay, and as field officers they are to have an additional pay vizt., a Colonel 
fifteen shillings a day, a Lieutenant Colonel ten shillings, and a Major five 
shillings. 

32. Notwithstanding what is beforementioned with respect to the pay 
of the colonels, we hereby direct that Brigadier General John Carnac in heu 
t^f the twenty five shillings a day is to be allowed as a Brigadier General, 
one of the Council, Colonel of the First Battalion and as Captain of a company, 
the sum of seven hundred pounds a year in full consideration for his services 
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in all his said several stations except that in addition thereto he is to have an 
house or apartment to reside in. 

33. The beforegoing together with what you have been informed of 
relating to the military system at your Presidency in our former letters of this 
season are the outlines which His Lordship and you are to perfect and carry 
into execution as nearly conformable thereto as can be consistently done. 

34. His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to grant Lord Clive 
a brevet to take rank as a Major General in the East Indies. 

35. Upon our intercession His Majesty has been further most graciously 
pleased to grant the following brevets, vizt.. 

To Major Thomas Adams to take rank as a Brigadier General, that he 
may have the command next under Lord Clive so long as the King’s troops 
continue in Bengal ; 

To Major John Carnac to take rank as a Brigadier General next below 
General Adams ; 

And to Majors Richard Smith and Randfurhe Knox and Sir Robert 
Barker to take rank as Colonels, all which brevets are for the East Indies only. 

36. We ourselves give Colonel’s commissions under the Company’s seal 
to the following gentlemen, vizt. to John Carnac Esqr., Richard Smith Esqr., 
Randfurlie Knox Esqr. and Sir Robert Barker ; as to the Lieutenant Colonels 
and Majors they are to have commissions as such from the Governour. 

37. As our military system upon the Coast of Choromandel is upon the 
like footing as that in Bengal Colonel’s commissions are given under the 
Company’s seal to John Caillaud, Charles Campbell and Achilles Preston 
Esqrs. 

38. And upon our application to His Majesty, brevets are granted to 
John Caillaud Esqr. to take rank as Brigadier General, also to Charles 
Campbell and Achilles Preston Esqrs. to take rank as Colonels. 

39. We gave you our sentiments so fuUy upon the exorbitant military 
expences at your Presidency in our letter of the 9th of March 1763 that we 
have now only most positively to enforce the orders therein given for your 
taking every opportunity to reduce them within the most frugal bounds the 
general good of the service will admit oL But with respect to the double 
batta/ however, we as positively order that immediately upon the receipt 
hereof, half of it be struck off, that is to say, all our military are to have 
single batta only in the same manner as is allowed at bur Presidency of 
Fort St. George, and even this single batta we most earnestly recommend it 
to you to reduce whenever circumstances will admit of it. 

40. We need only to remind you that all our officers and others in the 

military department are, as they ought, and were always intended to be 
according to the constitution of the Company, subordinate to and under the 
direction of the civil power of the President and Council,® and we direct that 
this fundamental fight be accordingly kept up and maintained in a proper 
manner. - ^ 

41. James Oldis is appointed an iron founder for Bengal, and is to take 
passage on the Kent He goes out on the satne terms in every respect as 
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the Other artificers heretofore sent, is to engage to serve for five years after 
his arrival at ninety pounds per annum, in full for wages, diet money and 
all other allowances whatever. 

42. On the Kent will be sent the only few articles which can at present 
be procured for casting shot and consist of three iron cylinders, two pair of 
double chambered bellows and six pair of shot moulds of one pounder. 

43. The Lapwing being fitted out as an advice vessel only, upon her 
arrival therefore we leave it to your discretion in concert with the President 
and Council of Fort St. George to return her to England if wanted for the 
like purpose, to employ her, or dispose of her in such manner as shall be 
found most for the Company’s interest ; as she is employed on this occasion, 
no goods are shipped on our account, but we have put on board five hundred 
ounces of foreign silver for her use in the voyage, in case she shall be under 
the necessity of touching at any port, for which Captain Griffin is to be 
accountable to you ; we enclose an inventory of the Lapwing, together with 
every thing belonging to her, the account of the charges of the outset, the 
contract of the mariners with the account of their respective wages, the 
nianifest of private trade licensed to be shipped, the copy of the instructions 
to the commander and all other necessary papers. 

44. The ship one of our ships bound to Bombay with a cargo for 

that Presidency, is ordered to proceed first to Bengal to accommodate 
Lord Clive, his family and attendants with a passage, as also Messrs. Sumner 
and Sykes two of the Council ; as soon therefore as the said passengers and 
their baggage are landed, as also any consignments for your Presidency, you 
are to give the commander orders to make the best of his way to Bombay, 
his original consigned port. 

^ 45. We have so repeatedly complained of the great inconveniencies 
arising to us from the want of the General Books of your Presidency, that we 
could not have apprehended it would be necessary for us to say any thing 
further upon the subject, but we cannot help renewing our remonstrances on 
observing by your Consultations of the 27th June 1763 that the General 

Books to April 1759 only were then balanced and delivered to the 
Sub-Accountant. 

46, It is a matter of concern as well as surprize to us that when we had 
the greatest reason to expect your General Books compleat to April 1762, we 
should find them as far behind as they were two years ago ; and here we 
doubt not ^but you will condemn yourselves for having suffered so long 
iVIr. Magee s delay in finishing the General Books when you had given him 
an allowance of Arcot Rupees 2500 per annum solely for this purpose. But 
as we now find you have appointed your Sub- Accountant with the same 
distinct allowance for compleating the three remaining sets of books, we 
hope they will be expedited as much as possible, for we need not observe to 
you that it must be in some measure reproachful to us as well as yourselves 
that we should not be able to examine into the general or particular state 
of the accounts of so important a Presidency. 

47. W^e have further reason to complain that your other books have been 
by no means regularly and perfectly transmitted, but as we apprehend that 
the business of the several offices will not now be retarded for want of a 
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sufficient number of hands to comp] eat their respective books, we earnestly 
recommend to your attention that for the future these be sent to us in 
regular succession and due course of time ; and as the military expences of 
your Presidency have been and may continue to be an object of great 
importance, you must be particularly careful that the Commissary’s and 
Military Paymaster’s books be duly transmitted to us. 

48. We find many of our servants have taken the liberty of sending to 
their relations and friends copies from your Consultations, letters and other 
papers containing very material transactions and some of them before we 
have even received the originals or any account of them. This is such a 
breach of duty to the Company as cannot be dispensed with, and therefore 
we absolutely forbid such practices in future, under the penalty of our 
highest displeasure, of which you are to give publick notice for the informa- 
tion of all our servants in general. 

49. In our letter of the 17th December 1762, we represented to you 
the negligence and inattention of our junior servants to the Company’s 

I business, and gave you very full directions how you were to proceed with 
them ; sorry we are to observe that from wffiat has occurred since, we are 
convinced our complaints were too well founded ; we therefore enforced our 
said directions on the 22nd February last, and we now most positively direct 
that they be efEectually carried into execution against every one of our said 
junior servants who shall continue in a neglect of his duty. 

50. The friends of George Godefridus Delagarde, a writer on your 
establishment, have informed us that a relation of his in England has settled 
upon him a small real estate on condition that he changes his name to 
George Godefridus Draycott ; you may therefore permit him to take the 
said name of Draycott in future, if he is inclined so to do. 

51. By this packet we send you a duplicate of the deed of agreement^ 
entered into betw^een the Company and Lord Clive relative to his jaghire 
pursuant to a resolution of a General Court which is to remain in the treasury 
of your Presidency to be made use of in India as occasion may require. We 
need give you no other directions relative to it than that you are to co-operate 
with His Lordship in procuring a grant of the reversion of this jaghire to 
the Company according to His Lordship’s agreement. 

52. In case of Lord Clive’s death before such a grant can be procured, 
you are to take it upon yourselves, that is to say the President and Council 
for the time being, to solicit for and use your best endeavours to obtain one 
in as efEectual a manner as if Has Lordship had been living to co-operate 
with you. 

53. We also send you by this conveyance and shall do so by others a 
deed for covenant® to be entered into by yourselves and all our civil servants 
and another to be executed by all the military officers which agreements are 
prepared pursuant to a resolution of a General Court of Proprietors held the 
2nd of May last, and afterwards approved of by a subsequent General Court 
upon a ballot. You are to take care that the same be executed by all persons 
in our service and that the execution of them be attested by proper wit- 
nesses^ and we desire that each person may execute a duplicate and that one 
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part may remain with you in India and the other transmitted to us to be 
made use of in England as occasion may require. 

54. For the reasons given in our letter of the 8th of February last, we 
were then induced to send positive orders to put a final and effectual end to 
the inland trade in salt, beetle nut, tobacco and all other articles whatsoever 
produced and consumed in the country ; to the remarks we made in that 
letter we must add one observation which is, it appears very extraordinary 
that in a trade so extremely lucrative to individuals, the interest of the Company 
should not have been at all attended to or considered. 

55. Those orders were sent, it is true, before we received the new treaty 
you entered into with Jaffeir Aly Cawn^ upon his reestablishment in the 
subahship, in which it is agreed, that the English shall carry on their trade 
bv means of their own dustick free from all duties, taxes and impositions in 
all parts of the country excepting the article of salt on which a duty of two 
and a half per cent is to be le\qred on the rowanna or Houghly market price 
wherein it is further agreed that the late perwan7iahs issued by Cossim Aly 
Cawn, granting to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the space of 
two years, shall be reversed and called in and the duties collected as before. 

56. These are terms which appear to be so very injurious to the Nabob 
and to the natives, that they cannot in the very nature of them tend to any 
thing but the producing great heart burnings and dissatisfaction and con- 
sequently there can be little reason to expect the tranquillity of the country 
can be permanent ; the orders therefore in our said letter of the 8th of 
February are to remain in force until a more equitable and satisfactory plan 
can be formed and adopted, which as it is [is] impossible for us to frame here, 
destitute as we are of the informations and lights necessary to guide us in 
settling such an important affair. 

57. You are therefore hereby ordered and directed as soon after the 
receipt of this as may be convenient to consult the Nabob as to the manner 
of carrying on the inland trade in salt, beetle nut, tobacco, and the other 
articles produced and consumed in the country which may be most to his 
satisfaction and advantage, the interest of the Company and likewise of the 
Company’s servants. 

58. You are thereupon to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
on the said trade and transmit the same to us accompanied by such explana- 
tions, observations and remarks as may enable us to give our sentiments and 
directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner. 

59. In doing this, as before observed, you are to have a particular regard 
to the interest and entire satisfaction of the Nabob both with respect to his 
revenues, and the proper support of his government ; in short this plan must 
be settled with his free will and consent, and in such a manner as not to 
afford any just grounds for complaint. 

60. In the next place the utmost care and attention must be bestowed 
in forming the said plan that in some proper mode or shape a just and 
equitable consideration be secured for the Company. 

61 . If any inconveniencies shall be apprehended to arise to the Company’s 
investments upon carrying on such an inland trade, you are to give us your 
full thoughts fhereupon and in what manner they may be obviated. 
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62. You are to give us your impartial and unbiassed thoughts also 
whether the carrying on this inland trade may aSect the just rights and 
privileges of the French, Dutch or any other Europeans, and tend thereby 
to draw on any national altercations and embroils which are by all means 
to be avoided in forming the said plan ; therefore you are to be particularly 
careful to prevent these or any other evils of the like kind. 

63. And here let it be remarked that no persons whatsoever have a 
right to trade within the limits of the Company's charter without their licence 
if any new tracks of land are fallen into. Surely therefore the Company’s 
interest ought to have the preference and be equitably considered in order 
to induce them to permit their servants to participate in the advantages result- 
ing from such trade. 

64. In the 20th paragraph of this letter we have mentioned that the 
sum of six thousand pounds a year is to be allowed Lord Clive as President 
and Governour. We do not mean that sum is to include his extraordinary 
expences, in case His Lordship shall at any time be under the necessity of 
taking the field. We therefore direct that all such expences be borne by 
the Company and paid to His Lordship out of our cash in Bengal accord- 
ingly, in which all the frugality is recommended that is consistent with the 
service. 

65. The said six thousand pounds a year is intended as an appointment 
to Lord Clive only and not to be allowed to any future President and 
Governor, We therefore direct that any person who shall immediately and in 
future succeed to the Government after His Lordship, be allowed, over and 
above the commission on the coinage duty, three thousand pounds a year 
as settled in our letter of the 13th of March 1761 for salary, expences of his 
table and all other charges and expences whatsoever as President and 
Governour. 

66. Notwithstanding the directions in our letter of the 8th of February 
last for the dismission of Mr. Batson and sending him home in one of the 
ships that will be dispatched in the season of the year 1765, we do at the 
request of his friends permit him to continue in Bengal to settle his own 
private affairs, a year from the time of your receiving the said letter, but 
you are to observe he stands dismissed from the Company’s service as directed 
in that letter and confirmed in the 10th paragraph of this. 

67. The General Court of Proprietors having on account of the critical 
situation of the Company’s affairs in Bengal requested Lord Clive to take upon 
him the station of President and the command of the Company’s military 
forces there, His Lordship has been appointed President and Governor accord- 
ingly as mentioned in the preceding part of this letter. The intention of 
the General Court in desiring Lord Clive to go to Bengal was, that by His 
Lordship’s character and influence, peace and tranquility might be the 
easier restored and established in that subahship ; in order therefore to 
answer these purposes in a manner that we apprehend may prove most 
effectual, we have thought proper to appoint a committee^® on this occasion 
consisting of His Lordship, Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier 
General Carnac, also Messrs. Harry Verelst and Francis Sykes to whom we do 
hereby give full powers to pursue what means they shall judge most proper 
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to attain those desirable ends. Btit however in all cases where it can be done 
conveniently, the Council at large is to be c6nsulted by the said committee, 
though the power of determining is to be in that committee alone. We 
further direct that as soon as peace and tranquility are restored and estab* 
lished in the subahship of Bengal then the said extraordinary powers are 
immediately to cease and the said committee be dissolved. 

68. As we would have the said committee so long as it is necessary to 
exist as beforementioned to consist of five members, in case therefore of a 
vacancy or vacancies by death or absence from Fort William, they arc to 
be filled up by the said committee out of such of the civil members of the 
Council as they shall think proper from time to time. 

69. We are also to inform you and direct, that the said committee is 
to. be the committee for defending the settlement in case of being attacked 
by an enemy, agreeable to the directions and rules laid down in our letter 
of the 12th of May 1758, to w^hich is to be added Sir Robert Barker, the 
Colonel and commandant of the corps of artillery. 

70. The powders of the said committee are by no means meant to 
invalidate or dispense with or in any way prevent the carrying strictly into 
execution the ^ orders- contained in the 53rd paragraph of this letter, with 
respect to the deed of covenant ; all our servants both civil and military are 
to enter into according to the .true intent and meaning of the said covenant. 

- .71. -In consequence of the arrangement we have made of the Council 

at our Presidency in Bengal ; and the ordering Mr. Spencer to return to 
Bombay as mentioned in this letter, Mr. Spencer is to be informed that we 
have appointed him Second in Council at Bombay and that he is to succeed 
to the Government there in case of the death or coming away of Charles 
Crommelin Esqr. the present President and Governour. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous / Hy. Crabb Boulton / J. 

Purling/ Christ!', Baron/Heny. Savage/ 

John Manship / Geo. Dudley / Wm. 

Webber /Charles Chambers/John Harri- 
London, son / Fredk. Pigou / Cha. Cutts / George 

1 St 'June 1764. - Cuming / John Roberts. 


Prodaffiation for the appointment of Lord Clive as Governor and C-in-C. 
— constitution of the Council at Fort William. 

The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

To .all to whom these present's shall come send greeting, know ye that 
we the said United Company' reposing especial trust and confidence in the 
fidelity, prudence, justice and circumspection of the Right Honourable Robert 
Lord Clive, Baron' Clive of Plassey in the Kingdom of Ireland, and Knight 
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bf the most Honourable Order of the Bath, have made, constituted and 
ordained, and by these presents do make, constitute and ordain the said Robert 
Lord Clive, to be President and Governor of and for all the said Company’s 
affairs in the Bay of Bengal and other the places and provinces thereunto 
belonging in the East Indies and also to be our Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief of our Fort William in the Bay of Bengal and all the towns and 
territories thereunto belonging and of all and singular the forts, factories and 
settlements, lands, territories, countries, and jurisdictions belonging to us with- 
in the subahship of Bengal, and of all the forces which now are or hereafter 
may or shall be employed for the service of the said United Company in the 
said forts, towns and places ; and to execute all and every the powers and autho- 
rities thereunto appertaining, by order and direction of the Court of Directors 
of the said Uirited Company for the time being, and to continue in the exercise 
oi the same during our and their pleasure, and until the contrary thereof shall 
be signified under the seal of the said United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the East Indies, or under the hands of thirteen or more of the 
Court of Directors of the said Company for the time being. And to the end 
the said Robert Lord Clive may be better enabled to order and manage all 
the affairs of the said United Company, we do by these presents constitute 
and ordain William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. to be second of our Council 
bf Fort William next after our said President Robert Lord Clive, Brigadier 
General John Carnac to be and continue third of our said Council, and not 
to rise to a superior rank therein, Mr. William Ellis to be fourth, Mr. Chas. 
Stafford Playdell to be fifth, Mr. William Billers to be sixth, Mr. Harry Verelst 
to be seventh, Mr. John Cartier to be eighth, Mr. Warren Hastings to be ninth, 
Mr. John Johnstone to be tenth, Mr, Francis Sykes to be eleventh, Mr. William 
Hay to be twelfth, Mr. Randolph Marriott to be 13th, Mr. Hugh Watts to be 
14th, Mr. Ascanius Wm. Senior to be 15th and Mr. John Chambers to be 16th 
and last of our said Council of Fort William for governing and managing 
all the said Company’s affairs in Bengal, and the places and provinces belong- 
ing to us as aforesaid. And we do hereby give and grant unto our said 
President and Governor Robert Lord Clive and to our Council aforenamed, 
or the major part of them (the Council being duly summoned) full power and 
authority from time to time to rule and govern all and every our factors 
and servants under the said Presidency, and all the soldiers and inhabitants 
of our said Fort William and all the towns and territories thereunto belonging, 
and of all and singular the forts, factories and settlements, lands, territories, 
countries and jurisdictions belonging to us within the subahship of Bengal, to 
administer la\^ul oaths as occasion shall require, and to do and perform all 
such other acts and things and to use and exercise all such other powers and 
authorities as the said President and Governor and his Council in their several 
and respective places where the said United Company have or shall have 
factors or any places of trade are authorized to do, according to such ins- 
trtictiohs and directions as the said Robert Lord Clive our President and 
Governor and Council aforesaid shall from time to time receive under the 
hands of thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company for the time being. And we the said United Company hereby 
order and require all bur factors, servants, officers and soldiers, within the 
limits of the said Presidency, and all the people and inhabitants of the 
said Fort William and all the towns and territories thereunto' belonging, to 
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conform, submit and yield due obedience unto him the said Robert Lord 
Clive our said President and Governor and his Council accordingly. And 
forasmuch as it is altogether necessary that in case of the death or removal 
of the said Robert Lord Clive, our Presidency should be provided for the 
defence and government thereof, we do therefore by these presents ordain and 
appoint that in such case the said William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
shall immediately be and succeed in the place and charge of President and 
Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and in case of his death or removal, the 
next in degree of Council below the said Brigadier General John Carnac, shall 
succeed in the said Presidency and Government in as full and ample manner 
and with as large and ample powers, privileges and authorities as are hereby 
granted unto the said Robert Lord Clive until our further pleasure be known 
therein. And we do hereby revoke, repeal, annul and make void every 
former commission or commissions given and granted by us whereby anv 
other person or persons was or were constituted and ordained President and 
Governor and any other persons therein named were constituted and ordained 
to be of the Council at Fort William aforesaid. In witness whereof we the 
said United Company have caused our common seal to be affixed to these 
presents the one and thirtieth day of May in the fourth year of the reign 
of His Most Excellent Majesty George the Third by the grace of God of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, and 
in the year of our Lord, 1764. 

Signed by order of the 
Court of Directors 

of the said United L^S. 

Company. Robt. James, Sec. 
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LETTER DATED 20 JUNE 1764 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

Our last letter bore date the 1st of this month and went in duplicate by 
the Lapwing snow and the Kent, the first of which sailed from Spithead the 
^_d and the other the day following. The Dolphin accompanied by the Tamar 
frigate are now under their dispatches for the East Indies, by this conveyance 
m His Majesty’s frigate the Dolphin, is sent a triplicate of the said letter. 
The Osterley directly from your Presidency arrived at St. Hellens on the 
1 2th instant, by which we received your General and Separate Letters both 
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under date of the 19th of December last, together with the several other 
letters, books and papers agreeable to the lists transmitted with them. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

T. Rous / H. C. Boulton / C. Baron / 
W. Webber / J. Manship / G. Cutts / 
C. Chambers / W. Barwell / H. Savage / 
W. Snell/ /R. Burrow / J. Roberts / G. 
Cuming / P. Du Cane Junr. / J. Purling / 

J. Harrison. 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1764 

Shipping news — Nawah of Arcofs proposal to clothe his troops with 
perpets — mutiny in the army viewed with concern — edict regarding French 
East India Company. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter to your Presidency went in duplicate by the Lapwing 
snow and the Kent under date of the 1st of June 1764 ; and we took the 
opportunity of sending a triplicate in His Majesty’s frigate the Dolphin , 
under cover of a short letter for that purpose only, bearing date the 20th 
of the same month. 

2. You have been already informed of our having received the several 
letters from your Presidency by the Lapwing via Fort St. George on the 4th 
February, by the Royal George on the Ist April and by the Osterley on the 
13th of June last ; since the receipt of your said dispatches, your advices by 
the Figot came to our hands on the 8th of October. 

3. The ship Tilbury being now on her departure for Fort St. George, 
we embrace this first opportunity of sending by her the following general 
informations and directions for your immediate notice and guidance, deferring 
our other advices for the next conveyances, which you will form a judgment 
of, by observing the times proposed for the dispatch of our several ships as 
mentioned in the following part of this letter. 

4. We have the satisfaction of informing you that since the last advices 
we sent you of the arrival of our shipping, the following have safely imported, 
viz. the Britannia on the 28th of June, Hector^ Egmont and Hawke on the 
5th, 16th and 23rd of July, the Neptune, Falmouth, Cruttenden and 
Houghton on the 4th, 7th, 14th and I7lh. of August, all from China. The 
Havannah from China, Manilha and Fort Marlborough, the 15th of September, 
the Figot from Bengal the 8th of October, the Glatton from China and the 
Speaker from Bombay arrived the 3rd and 10th instant. 


London, 

20th June 1764. 
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5. The King^s ships Norfolk^ America^ Chatham and Elizabeth arrived 
the lith of July, the Baleine the 27th of the same month and the Liverpool 
the 4th of October. 

6. But for a more particular account of the arrival of our own, as also 
His Majesty’s ships, you are referred to the lists we now send as usual, 
wherein you are likewise informed of the times of departure of our several 
outward bound shipping. 

7. We have this season taken up on freight the under named ships, upon 
the same terms and conditions as those of last year, their consignments, 
proposed times of departure and other particulars being as follows, first pre 
mising that they are each let for 499 tons and carrying men and guns answer- 
able there as wall appear by the respective charterparties viz., 


Ships 


Commanders 


Essex .... Francis Reed . . 
Dutton . . . David Rice . . 1 
Salisbury . ■ . John Wyche . . / 
Tilbury * . . Roger Mainwaring 

Royal Captain , Nathaniel Tanner ^ 
Albion . . . William Larkins f 
Horsendon . . William Marter ) 
Thames . . . Charles Haggis . ] 
Grosvenor . . David Saunders f 
Ankerwyke . . Andrew Ross . . 
Robert Brooke , . 

Parson Fenner . 

Charles Barkley ( 

] John Payne . . ) 

Clive ... . John Allen , . . 
Fox .... Alexander Hume . 
Royal Charlotte John Clements . . 
True Briton . Thomas Crichton 1 
Hardwicke . . Brook Samson . 1 
- . . .] Collingwood [ 
Roddam ] 


Consignments 

China directly . . . 
St, Helena and China 

Madeira and Coast 
and China . . . 

Coast and China . . 

Bencoolen and China 

China directly , . 
Madeira and Coast 
and Bay . . . 

Coast and Bay . . , 

J 

Madeira and Bombay" 
Bombay and China . 
do. and Mocha 

I 

j 

Bombay 


Times proposed 
for dispatch 

End of November 
under dispatch 
End of November 

Under dispatch 


i^End of December 

1 


End of January. 


End of February. 




8. We have also refitted the Company's own ship the Royal George^ 
Capt, Nicholas Skottowe Commander, burthen 400 tons, carrying 60 men 
and 20 guns, for a voyage to the coast of Guinea to procure slaves for our 
settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra. 

^9. ^ the beforegoing list you will observe the Fox is destined for Bombay 
and China, and the Royal Charlotte for Bombay and Mocha, they are both 
to continue' in India until early in the year 1766, when the first is to be dis- 
patched from the Coast of Malabar to Canton according to annual custom 
with a cargo to the amount of £40000— to be returned from thence to England,' 
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and the Royal Charlotte is in like manner to be sent from thence to Mocha 
with a suitable cargo of money and goods to enable the supra cargos to pur- 
chase a full loading of coffee for the Europe market, with which she is to 
have an early dispatch for England ; both ships are from their first arrival 
at Bombay to the time of their proceeding on their said respective voyages 
to be employed in the most beneficial manner for the interest of the Com- 
pany, in all which so far as you may have any connections or concerns with 
them, by applications from the President and Council of Bombay or otherwise, 
you are to give all the assistance in your power. 

10. As we shall depend upon one ship’s proceeding from Bombay to 
Canton and another to Mocha as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, in 
case therefore the said ship or either of them shall be prevented by unavoid- 
able and unforeseen accidents from performing the said voyages we shall 
give directions, that under such circumstances some other ship or ships are 
to be sent in their room. 

11. We are under the same situation we were last season with respect 
to the number of ships consigned to the Coast and Bay and Bombay, and 
intended to be returned home with the investments from our several Presi- 
dencies, for you will observe by the list of ships in the 7th paragraph, there 
are only four named for the Coast and Bay, and consequently to be returned 
from thence, certainly too few for that service ; at the same time there are 
the same number mentioned for Bombay which are more than can be fur- 
nished with cargoes for Europe from that side of India. We therefore give 
directions to our President and Council at Bombay to send to Fort St. George 
or Bengal as soon as possible one or more of the ships on theh hands as may 
be most expedient and necessary for the service. The ships so to be sent to 
your side of India are to be deemed as to their voyage home in all respects 
Coast and Bay ships, and their run from Bombay to Fort St. George and 
Bengal is to be so managed as may turn to best account either by cargos to 
be laden for the' Company, letting them out to freight, or in any other 
manner which shall appear most advantageous ; and it is at the same time 
recommended to the President and Council of Bombay to be particularly 
careful to dispatch them so early that they may obtain their passage home 
the same season. Of these our intentions, you are to give the earliest notice 
to the Presidency of Bombay, as you are likewise what ships may be so wanted 
to assist .in bringing home the respective investments from your Presidency 
and Fort St. George. 

12. We have appointed the following named gentlemen the Council for 
managing the Company’s affairs in China- the ensuing season, vizt., Messrs. 
Thomas Fitzhugh, Samuel Blount, John Burrow, Nathaniel Garland, William 
Mackenzie, John Searle, Stephen De Visme, Thomas Smith, Thomas Thomas, 
William Rous and John Walton and Thomas Bevan. 

13. The ships which are to be under the direction and management of 
the said Council are the York or any other ship which shall be sent from 
Bombay to Canton in her stead in the year 1765, and all such as shall in the 
course of that season arrive there from the Company’s settlements in India, 
destitute of supra cargos customarily called casual ships (if any such there 
shall be) also the Dutton and Salisbury bound first to St. Helena and from 
thence to Canton, the Tilbury bound to Madeira, Fort St. George and "thence 
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to Canton, the Essex and Ankerwyke directly for Canton, the Grosvenor and 
Thames bound to the West Coast of Sumatra and thence to Canton also the 
Albiofij Royal Captain and Horsendon consigned to Fort St. George and 
Canton. 

14. Messrs. Burrow and Walton take passage on the Ankerwyke and 
Messrs. Searle, Thomas and Bevan in the Essex; all the other gentlemen of 
the Council are now in China. 

15. The supra cargos appointed Residents at Canton for the year 1766, 
are Messrs. Thomas Fitzhugh, Nathaniel Garland, William Mackenzie, 
Stephen DeVisme, Thomas Smith, William Rous and Thomas Bevan who 
are as usual to conduct and take care of the Company’s affairs upon the 
departure of such of the beforementioned Council as are to leave China in 
the season of the year 1765 and before the arrival of those supra cargos we 
shall appoint members for the succeeding Council. 

16. If it shall happen that you have occasion to send any ship or ships 
under the description of casual ones to China, you are agreeable to former 
orders to lade on them cargos to the amount of £20,000 each at least, but 
the more you exceed that sum the greater will be the service to the Company. 

17. We positively forbid the commanders of all our China ships calling 
at Batavia, which you are also to do, with respect to any of our ships that 
may be sent thither from your Presidency. 

IS. By our instructions to the China Council, we continue our orders 
for the homeward bound China ships to call at the West Coast and carry 
such stores thither as the President and Council of Fort Marlborough shall 
indent for and can be conveniently laden on them, as also to afford them 
an opportunity of transmitting to us their advices and the necessary dispatches. 

19. The Royal Charlotte being to proceed from Bombay for Mocha as 
beforementioned, the following named persons are the supra cargos we have 
appointed for managing the affairs of that voyage, viz., Mr. James Collinson, 
Capt. John Clements and Mr. Thomas Mathewson. 

20. We have given directions to the Presidency of Fort St. George to 
forward the several consignments and military recruits intended for you, as 
soon as possible. 

21. Agreeable to our usual method we are now to inform you of the 
principal articles of our intended export this season not only for your Presi- 
dency, but likewise for every other part of India and China as follows, 
vizt.. 

For the Presidency at Fort William 
816 bales of cloth 

7 bales of sundry other piece goods 
100 tons of lead 
130 tons of copper 
50 tons of iron 
10 tons of steel 
[...]tons of tin 
97 tons of cordage 
400 barrels of gunpowder 
125 pipes of Madeira wine. 
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The bales go in equal proportions on the new ships Capt[s]. Fenner, Barkley 
and Payne. 

The lead 40 tons on each of the new ships Capts. Brooke and Barkley and 
20 tons in the new ship Capt. Fenner. 

The copper in nearly equal proportions on the new ships Capts. Brooke, 
Barkley and Fenner. 

The iron 20 tons on the new ship Capt. Fenner and 30 in the new ship 
Capt. Payne. 

Madeira wine on the new ship Capt. Brooke. 


For the Presidency of Fort St, George 

818 bales of cloth 
79 bales of long ells 

4 bales of sundry other piece goods 
100 tons lead 
150 tons copper 

50 tons iron 

5 tons steel 
21 tons cordage 

200 whole 1 

400 half J 

125 pipes Madeira wine 

The bales go in equal proportions on the ships Albioji^ Royal Captain and 
Horse7idon. 

The lead 40 tons on each of the ships Tilbury and Royal Cap tarn and 20 
tons in the Albio7i. 

The copper in nearly equal proportions on the ships Tilbury^ Albion^ 
Royal Captain and Horse^idon. 

The iron 30 tons on the Horsendon and 20 on the Albion. 

The steel on the Horsendoft. 

The wine on the Tilbury. 


barrels gunpowder 


1330 

210 

56 

16 

100 

282 

200 

30 

240 

50 

715 

20 

10 

764 

100 

82 

20 


For the Presidency at Bornbay 


bales cloth 

bales long ells 

bales broad long ells 

bales sundry other piece goods. 

tons lead 

tons copper 

tons iron 

tons steel 

barrels of gunpowder 
pipes Madeira wine, 
bales cloth 

bales shalloons 10 pieces each bale 

cases sattins 

bales cloth 

bales long ells 

bales cloth 

bales long ells 


''for the Bombay market. 


> For the Bussorah market. 

J 

I for the Bushire market. 
I for the Scindy market. 
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All the bales and the copper go in equal proportions or nearly so in the 
six ships bound to Bombay. 

The lead equally on five of the Bombay ships, the Fox having none. 

The wine on the Clive, and other particulars in the most convenient 
manner. ; 

4 

For the Presidency of Fori Marlborough 

30 chests treasure 
50 tons iron 
5 tons steel 
... tons tin 
10 tons flour 

83 half h’tds [hundredweights] beef and pork 
60 barrels gunpowder 
18 tons cordage. 

20 tons honmongers ware of sundry sorts, such as anchors, grapnals, 
&ca 26 tons shot & shells. x\ll which articles arc nearly divided 
in equal proportions on the two ships bound first to Fort 
Marlborough. 

For Canton 

£250,000 in treasure 
418 bales cloth 
443 bales long ells. 

26 bales cambletts. 

10 bales hairhines 
1340 tons lead 

The treasure goes 40 chests in each of the direct ships and the rest nearly 
in equal proportions on the others. 

The bales are equally divided on the two direct China ships. 

The lead 200 tons on each of the tw^o direct China ships and the two 
St. Helena ships, 150 tons on each of the two ships bound first to the West 
Coast, and 60 tons in each of the four ships bound first to Fort St. George. 

22. It is with particular satisfaction we observe that the Nabob of Arcot 
has made a proposal for cloathing his troops with perpetSy wiiicli our 
Presidency of Fort St. George have indented for accordingly ; and that he had 
hkewise promised to think of some scheme for selling the cloth. This we 
hope will be a considerable means of extending the export of woollens, and 
as you well know we have always had this object greatly at heart, we would 
have you use your utmost endeavours to introduce the use of our woollens 
not only in the cloathing of all our own troops but those of the Nabob likewise 
and w^e expect you will .consider of and carry into execution any other 
measures which can be found feasible for increasing the vend of the woollen 
manufacture to as great an extent as possible. 

Haying only pointed out in the beforegoihg account the most 
material articles, referencci is to be had for other particulars to the several 
ships invoices by which our several Presidencies and you in particular with 
respect to Fort William will be informed,, in what manner the indents have 
been complied with for stores and necessaries of various kinds, which we 
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have done as far as appeared to us to be really necessary, and the room in 
our shipping can admit of. With respect to small arms as you have been 
very pressing for a large supply and we are sensible of the necessary thereof 
we shall this season fully comply with your indents. 

24. Our agents at the Island of Madeira are directed to make a regular 
consignment to you by invoice and bill of lading of the 125 pipes of wine 
to be shipped by tiiem on the new ship Capt. Brooke as beforementioned, as it 
has been near a year in warehouse and they have assured us the quality is 
good. We hope it will prove to your satisfaction, however, you are to give 
us a particular account how it turns out both with respect to the quality 
and the condition of the casks, taking care that the owners are made account- 
able to the Company for any deficiencies arising from bad stowage or pilferage 
on board. 

25. As our Presidency at Fort Marlborough is in great want of Madeira 
wine, you are hereby directed without fail to send thither by the first good 
conveyance 5 of the said 125 pipes. We have given the like directions to the 
President and Council at Fort St. George to send the same quantity out of 
that consigned to them. 

26. You are strictly to comply with out repeated orders for furnishing 
our settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra such goods, stores and 
necessaries as they apply for and w^hatever else they stand in need of, and 
this is to be done from time to time by the earhest and all good conveyances 
which offer or you can contrive. 

27. We have been informed from the Right Honhle the Lord of the 
xA.dmiralty, that no naval or victualling stores will be sent to India this season 
on the Government's account. And as we have not heard of any cloathing 
or stores being designed for His Majesty's land forces, we conclude none will 
be sent, especially as the said forces are under orders for their return home 
except such as enter into the Company's service. 

28. Being sensible of the dffficulties you have .been under to send 
sufiScieiit remittances of silver for the investments made annually in China 
as appears by your several advices particularly in tliose lately received, we 
send thither this season as you will observe in the 21st paragraph to the 
amount of £2,50,000. But as the said treasure and the other consignments, 
will not be nearly adequate to the demands for this important service, we 
shall however expect and depend upon it, that you have continued your best 
endeavours to make, agreeable to our repeated recommendations and orders, 
such a provision of treasure and other articles to be forwarded forthwith to 
our China Council as will not only enable them to dispatch the ships on their 
hands, but also to leave a stock with the resident supra cargos to begin an 
investment for the ships of the following season. 

29. As we can not know what remittances will be made to China from 
yours and our other Presidencies before the receipt of this, or indeed the 
number of ships to be provided for as some of the last season may be there, 
it is impossible for us to form a judgement of what may be wanted. We can 
only in general say that if possible each ship's invoice from Canton is to 
amount to £30,000, that the total value of the consignments from hence to 
Canton this season is £3,17,250 vizt, in treasure £2,50,000, lead £20,050, and the 

Vol. IV~-5 
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bale goods to £47,200. From this information, from the remittances you and 
our other Presidencies will have made before the receipt of this, and the 
number of sliips, you must well know' or have good reason to suppose the 
China Council will have on their hands, you will be able to form an estimate 
of the sums wnnted, and you are to use your best endeavours to send accord- 
ingly as before directed such an additional and if possible sufficient supply 
as the service requires, by the way of Fort St. George and by all good con- 
veyances tvhich offer. 

30. We give our China Council hberty from time to time to take up 
such sums of money as they stand in need of (if they have any opportunity 
of so doing) for bills of exchange upon our several Presidencies, such therefore 
as are drawn upon you must be duly honoured. 

31. As w'e must in a v'ery great measure depend upon yours and our 
Fort St. George Presidencies contributing every year to the utmost of your 
abihties tow'ards furnishing our agents in China with goods and treasure to 
carry on their investments, you are therefore to have mis object constantly 
in view and lose no opportunity of making the most timely provision and 
remittances accordingly, and you are from time to time to give us the earliest 
informations how far you shall be able to comply with this standing order 
that w^e may not be at a loss in future to make the necessary dispositions with 
respect to the amount of the consignments to Canton from hence. 

32. To prevent any ships laying at Canton a season extraordinary for 
want of the means of furnishing them with cargoes, you are to observe 
that none under the description of casual ones are to be sent thither at any 
time unless they can have consignments to the amount of £20,000 and up- 
w'ards on each ; and also that such consignments are forwarded to Canton in 
addition to those w'e send, as will enable the China Council to dispatch home 
the ships regularly belonging to their or any former commission with cargoes 
to the amount of £30,000 if possible as mentioned in a former part of this 
letter, and also to have a surplus stock remaining in China to begin the 
investment for the following season. This is to be observed as a standing 
order from year to year until we give orders to the conmary. 

33. If any of our ships should lay the Watson [walls?] in China for want 
of a cargo, it wdll tend greatly to the discredit as well as loss of the Company. 
In order therefore to prevent such a misfortune as far as possible, we give 
you this early notice and positive order, that you send no ship to China next 
year on any pretence whatsoever under the description of a casual one unless 
she can have a cargo to the amount of £20,000 and upwards, as before directed. 

34. We cannot send you by this conveyance a list of the investment to 
be made at your Presidency the ensuing season ; you are, however, to be 
making as early and considerable a provision of the several sorts of goods 
usually provided for the Europe market as you possibly can. 

o5. "iou must continue your utmost endeavours to provide as large a 
quantity" of saltpetre as possible, as well for the supply of your own occasions, 
as those of our Presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay, whom we have 
directed to give you the earhest advices of their wants. 

36. Agieeahle to our directions last year we would have as large a 
proportion of bale goods laden on every ship as the situation of your invest- 
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ment will admit of. You will observe upon reference to the charterparties that 
the C'oast and Bay ships this season carry half kintlage in iron, the other 
half must necessarily be made up in saltpetre, but if you shall happen to 
want a sufficient quantity of bales, in such case the charterparty tonnage is 
to be compleated in saltpetre. In loading the several ships you are, agreeable 
to our repeated directions, to put every one as nearly as you can upon the 
same footing in point of tonnage. 

37. Altho’ we do not propose by this conveyance to make any obser- 
vations upon the general occurrences of your Presidency, yet there is 
one circumstance of so interesting and alarming a nature that we cannot 
avoid taking this mimediate notice of it. We mean the mutiny in the 
army" as advised in your letters of the 27th of February and the i9th of 
March last received by the Pigot. As the late Nabob Meer Cossim was 
drove out of the provinces and his reception by the King and Shuja Dow la 
seemed to be favourable rather through the influence of his money than on 
any other consideration, there was great probability you had no reason to 
apprehend any considerable troubles from that quarter, provided the army 
had continued firm in their dutv. But it is with the utmost concern we 
observe, Meer Cossun had as you expected made use of this unhappy disorder 
as an argument to persuade Shu j ah Dowla to espouse his interest and invade 
Bengal, and that preparations were making by those powers accordingly. At 
the same time it is some satisfaction to us to find you had little doubt of 
defeating all the attempts of Shujah Dowla, should he even continue the 
design of marching towards Bengal when good order was restored in the 
army. Your last letter informs us Major Carnac was using his endeavours 
with the troops accordingly, and happy shall we be in learning by your 
next advices that he had effectually succeeded in this salutary and necessary 
work. Your requesting Commodore Tinker to remain with and assist you 
with his marines and the detaining on this occasion that part of the 
Bombay detachment which had not left the River, were very proper 
measures and w-e hope their junction with the army will have answered your 
expectations. 

38. We can only learn by your said letters that the mutiny took its rise 
among the European soldiers and afterwards extended to tlie seapoys on their 
conceiving they w^ere injured in theur share of a donation promised them by 
the Nabob. The commission officers do not appear to have been concerned 
in this mutiny whereas if the grievance had been general, we must suppose 
w^e should have heard something of theh: discontent ; but as that seems 
not to be the case, we apprehend if they had attended properly to their 
duty, they might have discovered this mutinous spirit in the troops and 
quelled it in time to have prevented the complying with their unreasonable 
demands. 

39. We have that confidence in the abilitys and influence of Major Carnac 
as to give us good reason to hope he has succeeded in removing the late 
mutinous disorder ; however, it is highly incumbent on you, and we shall 
accordingly expect you wiU take every prudent measure you can think of 
to allay and keep down the spirit so inconsistent wuth true discipline and 
which as you righdy observe had well nigh thrown our affairs into greater 
danger than all the strength of our enemys. 
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40. If there should be any remains of this mutinous spirit among our 
troops upon the arrival of our President and Governour Lord Clive, we are 
satisfied he will exert his utmost endeavours to restore that order and 
discipline among them which are absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
all we enjoy at your Presidency, and wc earnestly recommend the firm estab- 
lishment thereof as an object of the utmost importance to the Company. 

4L We have appointed the following named young gentlemen to be 
writers upon the Bengal establishment, who are to be ranked in the order 
they are named, Charles William Boughton, Charles Ingram, John Barwell, 
John Savage, Charles Hutchinson Purling, Herbert Harris, William Young, 
George Robertson, Robert Burford, Henry Faugoin, Gerard Gustavus Du 
Carell, Rivers Grindall, John Fage, William Byam Martin, Willm. Pye, 
John Rosew^ell, Thomas Henchman, Jeffrey Wilkins, William Hippisley Coxe, 
George Bright, William Michell, Gideon Johnstone, John Marjoribanks, 
James Irwin, Samuel Lewis and Isaac Eynard. 

42. Of the above wniters, Messrs. Martin, Johnstone and Lewis arc already 
in Bengal. You are to give them immediate notice of their appointment 
and take care that they execute the covenants we send you for that purpose, 
which being done and properly witnessed they are to be returned to us by 
the first conveyances. 

43. Upon the arrival of such of the said writers as proceed from hence, 
you are as usual to enquire wLether they met with proper treatment in the 
passage aboard the respective ships and report the same to us. 

44. The addition of such a number of writers to the covenant servants 
already upon your establishment will, if they are all properly kept to their 
duty, agreeable to the very particular and positive orders laid down and 
enforced in our letters of the 17th December 1762, 8th and 22nd February 
and the Ist June 1764, and which must on no account be deviated from, be 
fully sufficient to carry on the several branches of our business. Our principal 
motive for the beforementioned great supply of writers is that you may not 
have the least pretence to suffer any monthly writers or black people to be 
employed in any of your offices for the future, either at the Presidency or 
the subordinates, who are hereby positively ordered to be discharged. 

45. We are informed that Mr. John Peter Boileau, whom we have chosen 
a writer upon the Fort St. George establishment, is at -present in Bengal. You 
are therefore to give him immediate notice to repair forthwith to his said 
station. 

46- We find by your last advices Mr. Henry Plowman one of our Fort 
Marlborough covenant servants was then in Bengal. As we can not dispense 
with his absenting himself any longer, you are to acquaint him, it is our 
express order that he do forthwith proceed to his station at the said Presidency. 
However, if he is in charge of Governour Vansittart’s private concerns, we do 
admit of his continuing in Bengal until he has discharged that trust. 

47. Agreeable to the rule laid down in our letter of the 1st of June last, 
we send and shall continue to do so, regular lists signed by our Secretary, of 
all such surgeons as have our permission to proceed to India, who are to be 
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provided for if found deserving at any of our settlements, after such as have 
been already recommended. 

48. And we shall as usual send you from time to time lists of free 
merchants, persons in the seafaring way, and all others who have or shall 
have our leave to reside in India under the Company’s protection. 

49. Upon considering the situation of our affairs both upon the Coast 
of Choromandel and in Bengal, as represented in the advices lately received, 
and the necessity thereupon of having the military establishments at each 
fully compleated and kept up, we have come to a resolution of sending out 
this season 1800 recruits to be divided between each Presidency, but as in all 
human probability these will be more wanted in Bengal than upon the Coast 
of Choromandel, the largest proportion is to be forwarded thither accordingly, 
on which we shall be more particular in our next advices. 

50. We purpose to convey the said 1800 recruits in the following 
manner vizt., 

100 on this ship the Tilbury. 

360 in the three other Coast and China ships. 

480 in the four Coast and Bay ships. 

300 in the ship Hector taken up on this occasion for the run to 
India only. 

560 by some other conveyances not yet determined upon. 

1800 

51. Instead of mentioning in our letters the names of the cadets, we shall 
continue the method of transmitting you in the several packets regular lists 
of them, and it is our direction that they be promoted in the order we there 
place them if they behave well. 

52. We send for your information a copy of the French King’s edict^ 
containing a confirmation of the establishment of the India Company under 
the title of Trading Company given at Compeigne in the month of August 
1764, by which it appears that as the King would give the said Company the 
most sensible marks of a most powerful and beneficial protection, he takes 
back the Isles of France and Bourbon,^ and charges himself with the expences 
relative to this object. With respect to trade and their other affairs, the 
Company alone are to govern them, presenting constantly to the King, for 
His Majesty’s approbation, the by laws and rules they shall think proper. 
What plan the French Company intend to pursue, does not appear by the said 
edict, nor indeed have we any information thereof. We can therefore only 
recommend it to you to have a constant and careful eye upon all the pro- 
ceedings of the said Company’s agents, and inform us thereof from time to 
time, and in particular, what are and may be the effects and consequences 
of the King’s taking into his own hands as before observed the said islands, 
which seems to us to be the most striking object in the edict. 

53. Having received information that some of the ships of last season 
received on board at Madeira and the Canary Islands, large quantities of 
iron, guns, copper, stores and other contraband goods which had been 
brought and lodged there for that purpose, in order therefore to detect and 
put a stop as effectually as we can, to this mode of illicit trade, as weU as 



70 


LETTER FROM COURT 


all Other illicit trade, you are to carry into execution the several orders which 
have from lime to time been given on this head, and in particular we 
positively direct, and lay it down as an invariable standing order, that you 
take every possible method to discover unlicensed goods and the owners of 
them, and you are carefully to examine the accounts of goods landed from 
or found in everv ship immediately upon her arrival, with the manifests in 
the several packets ; and whatever shall appeal more than are allov ed by the 
said manifests must be seized and sold on the Company s account, and you 
are to transmit a full and true account or all your proceedings hciein to us, 
that we may be satisfied in what manner you have done your duty, and that 
we may take such further measures with the offenders upon their return to 
England, as we shall think fit. 

54. Mr. Charles Hutchinson Purling whom we have appointed a writer 
upon the Bengal establishment, has our permission to take passage on the 
Salisbury bound first to St. Helena and from thence to China. Upon his 
arrival at Canton he is at his own expence to take the opportunity of the first 
good conveyance to make the best of his way to his station in Bengal. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous / H. Crabb Boulton / 
Cha. Cutts / John Harrison / John 
Manship / Peter Diicane Junr. / Fredk. 
.Pigou 1 / Geo. Dudley / Wm. Snell / G. 
Rooke / Heny. Savage /'J- Purling / 
Wm. Webber / Hen. Hadley / Christo. 
Baron / Charles Chambers / George 
Cuming/Robt. Burro w/W. Thornton/ 
John Roberts / Richd. Smith. 


London, 

21st November 1764. 
[Per Pacifick] 
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LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 1765 

Movements of ships — apprehension about Shujaud-Daulah and Mir Qasim 
persisting in their intention to invade Bejigal — recommend leniency in the 
collection of revenues of BurdwaJi — approve the plan of conducting the busi- 
ness of the Presidency in two distinct departments — irregularities regarding the 
Winchelsea — provett for gunpowder manufactured in Bengal. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We writ to you by the ship Tilbury under date of the 21st of 
November, duplicate and triplicate whereof you will receive by the ships 
Grenville and Pacifick, 



15 FEBRUARY 1765 


71 


2. The ship Deptford after a tedious passage from St. Helena and 
beating several days in and off the Channel was obliged to bear awav for 
Ireland and arrived at Corke the 30th of November, from whence the com- 
mander sent us her packets. 

3. The ship Tilbury beforementioned consigned to Madeira, Fort St. 
George and China, the Dutton and Salisbury for St. Helena and China and 
the Essex directly for China sailed on their respective voyages z'izt., the Dutton 
from Spithead, on the 15th December and the other three ships the next 
day from the Downes, and having had the advantage of a settled fair wind, 
we hope they will have a speedy passage. 

4. The ships Anherwyhe for China, Albion^ Royal Captain and Horsendon 
for Coast and China, and the Thames and Grosvenor for Bencoolen and 
China, have also received their dispatches. For their times of sailing you 
are referred to the enclosed lists. 

5. The ships now^ under dispatch and bv wNich you will receive this 
letter, are the Speke for Madeira and Coast and Bay, the Grenville, Pacifick 
and Poiisborne for Coast and Bav. 


First of shipping 

6. In addition to what we mentioned in our letter to you of the 21st of 
November last, we are now' to inform you that our ship Royal George sailed 
the 18th December for the coast of Angola, w’here we have ordered our agents 
to purchase 250 slaves, 100 whereof are to be left at the island St. Helena 
and the remainder 150 are to be carried to the Presidency at Fort Marlhro’ : 
when the latter service is performed, the said Presidency are directed to 
dispatch her to Bombay, w'here she is to be sold on our account, under the 
usual conditions, that she is never to return to England again, nor be disposed 
of to any Europeans except the English, taking security of the purchasers 
for those purposes. If the said ship shall happen to be sent to you, the 
necessary informations concerning her will be transmitted by the Presidency 
from whence she is sent, 

7. Agreeable to the intimations in our letter of the 21st November last, 
we have taken up the ship Falmouth to carry 300 recruits to Bengal, and the 
ship Hector to carry the like number to Fort St, George ; these ships are 
engaged in all respects upon the same terms and conditions as the Fort 
William, Success, Lord Anson and Prince of Wales consigned to your 
Presidency last season, being as follows: that the ships are taken up for the 
run to India only, and w'hen they have delivered all the recruits and consign- 
ments belonging to the Company, they are to be disposed of on the owmers’ 
account, upon these conditions that they are not to be sold to the French 
or any other European nation but the English, nor to any of the country 
powers in the East Indies wdthout the leave of our Governour and Council 
or agents where they may be disposed of, who are to take security of the 
purchasers for that purpose. But for a more particular information we refer 
you to the copy of the agreement between the Company and the owners of 
the Falmouth sent by that ship, which you arc to take care is punctually 
complied with, 
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8. By the said agreement you will observe that two thirds of the freight 
of the said ship is to be paid here and the remaining third by you. For 
your particular information, we shall also send you a stated account of what 
we have paid the owners and what they are to receive from you. 

9. If either of the said ships should proceed to any other of our 
Presidencies before they are finally discharged the service, the said copy of 
die agreement and all other necessary papers and informations are to be 
forwarded with each of them for the guidance of our said Presidencies. 

10. If the situation of affairs should render it necessary, we have given 
leave to the Presidency of Fort St. George to land and detain the troops on 
board the Falmouth^ and likewise to open our packets for your Presidency, 
and after adjusting and settling all the accounts relative to the ship with 
the captain, to discharge her our service on the conditions beforementioned, 
unless they shall think it necessary to employ her any longer therein, which 
is left to their discretion. 


11. As die several ships consigned to the Coast and Bay, with the said 
ships Hector and Falmouth are not sufficient to carry out the 1800 recruits 
intended for the Presidencies of Fort St. George and Fort William, we order 
the Fox and True Briton, twm of the Bombay ships, to call first at Fort St. 
George to deliver the officers and recruits which proceed on them as 
mentioned under the sixth head. And having judged it necessary to send a 
further number of recruits to the Coast and Bay, we have also determined 
that the Clive and Hardwicke, two other of the Bombay ships, shall proceed 
first to Fort St. George with 260 more officers and recruits, which four ships 
as soon as they have performed that service are to be forwarded immediately 
to Bombay, agreeable to their original destination. 

12. We can not comply with your desire that vessels may be sent out 
of the size of the Royal George for bringing home the remains of your 

investment, for we find the expences of such vessels would 

1763^'pa^^l6 greater than the advantages arising from any 

services they could render the Company. We therefore 
recommend it as an object very deserving of your attention to get down the 
whole of the investment so early as to admit of our ships being dispatched 
in time to get out of the River without danger of losing their passages. 

13. You ought not to have paid Captain Skottowe's account of disburs- 
ments for the Royal George, but the captain should have been advanced a 
sum of money on account, and the adjustment of those accounts left to us. 
And you are to observe this as a standing rule for your guidance in all such 
cases in future. 


14. Your reasons for destining the Boscawen to Madras and China, 
appear to us very insufficient ; for, as you had justly observed, but a short 

time before you came to that determination, she ought to 
have been the first ship sent home, as she was old and 
had been a long time in India ; and therefore if it had 
Do. 3rd Febry. been necessary to detain a ship another season, it should 
certainly have been the Ashhiirnham. And hereafter it must be a standing 
rule with you to dispatch the ships in turn according to their times of arrival 
in India, and never deviated froin without an absolute necessity. 
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15. We are sensible of the difficulty of providing returnmg cargoes for 
such a number of ships as we have for some time past been under the 
necessity of sending to India ; however, the scheme of forwarding any of them 
to China without a sufficient stock to purchase a cargo, as was the case of 
the Lord Clive, is, what we can by no means approve of ; for you might have 
been morally certain, the Presidency of Fort Marlborough could not con- 
tribute any treasure towards her China cars^o. You will therefore strictlv 
observe what wn have laid dowm in our letter of the 21st November last with 
respect to ships under the description of casual ones, that w'e may not run 
the risk of having any ship lay by the walls in China unprovided for. 

16. You must be careful to inform us in the General Letters of the times 
of the arrival and sailing of our several Europe ships, as well those bound 
to or from hence as to or from other ports in India, which you have omitted 
this season in the instances of the Lord Clive, Deptford, Earl of Middlesex, 
Bute and Lord Mansfield. 

17. In the course of our enquiry into the loss of the Winchelsea, there 
appeared great reason to believe that so essential a measure for the preserva- 
tion of our shippmg as that of an annual survey of your River had been 
shamefully neglected, and that the pilots are frequently extremely remiss 
in not ordering then* sloops to be ahead of the ships in going up or 
down the River. As such instances of carelessness are frequently attended 
with the worst of consequences, w^e positively insist upon your causing, 
the most exact and careful surveys of the River to be made, once or oftener 
every year, agreeable to our orders^ of the 2nd February 1737/8 and 3rd 
March 1758 and you are to minute the reports thereof on the face of the 
Consultations. 


IS. The sending out boys to be trained up to your pilot service, we do 
not think for many reasons, would answer the purpose, and therefore we do 

not for the present comply wdth your request. We 

Lre. 19tli Deer, observed in our advices to you last season, that the ships 
1 763 Pa. 14 . 

then proceeding wdth recruits, w^ould give you a good 

opportunity of supplying that branch of our marine from their mates and 

other officers, and having this season taken up the Hector and Falmouth as 

before mentioned upon the same plan, tve also recommend, your engaging 

some of their officers, for that service ; from these resources, w^e hope, you 

will have a sufficient assistance for the present at least, or, until we can fall 

upon some eligible method for supplying you. 

19. The tw'o schooners ordered to be built at Chittagong, w^e observe 
were arrived with you, and likewise two of the four, deshed from Bombay. 

Wt would have you pursue your intention of building such 

Lre. 19th Deer. vessels as may Idc wanted hereafter, at the former place, 
1763 Pfl 10 ^ 

if they can be done as w^ell and as cheap as at Bombay ; 

and you are to cause regular surveys of them to be made, and the reports 

thereof entered on Consultation, specifying their construction, goodness or 

defects, and the difference in the cost and manner of building from those 

made at Bombay ; but you are under no pretence to establish a marine yard 

at Chittagong for the Company's account, as our servants 

there seem to wdsh, for the expence thereof would certainly 

be much greater than any advantages we could ever derive 
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from it, and more especially as it can have no works to defend it, having in 
our advices of last season positively forbid any to be made there without our 
express leave. 

Secondly of goods from Europe or froyn one part of India to another 

20. Your indent for naval stores is in general excessively large, and 
several articles therein desired are of a greater size than can be used in the 
Company’s marine service at Bengal, particularly anchors and cordage ; and 
some of these articles indented for, are even larger than what are used on 
board the freighted ships, which is the case especially of the eighteen inch 
cables. The great amount of the tonnage of this indent has necessarily 
obliged us to curtail it very considerably, but w^e send as large a supply as 
the ships can conveniently take in of those articles which are judged to be 
most wanted. We have sent two top masts and two topsail yards of the same 
dimensions with those sent last year, as you omitted to mention their exact 
sizes, but we shall not hereafter send either masts yards or any other articles, 
unless you give us their proper descriptions. 

21. We are again under the necessity of reminding you to distinguish in 
your indents in separate columns the amount of each article required for the 
Company’s use, and wdiat is for sale, it being absolutely necessary for our 
guidance in complying therewith. 

22. And it is further necessary to direct that you do not upon any account 
whatsoever dispose of any naval stores, unless they can be very well spared, 
after having reserved sufficient for the demands of our marine and the neces- 
sities of our Europe ships. 

23. We have complied more fully with your indent for military stores, 
than w^e have with the naval indent, and particular regard has been paid to 
the observations at the foot thereof ; the only deviation is that the scabbards are 
sent upon the swords, which can not be otherwise, as the scabbards would 
shrink without the blades by the time they reach Bengal. The bayonets being 

short, ground hollow and sharp only at the points, are not subject to cut the 
scabbards as the sw^ords do. 

24. We have not sent the hats desired for the same reasons as we 

gave you some time since for discontinuing to send the cloathine for the 
military. ' 

25- Should it be found that plates of copper for battery or brass of a 
particular thickness have the preference at the sales, you must send us a sample 
of that most esteemed, that we may endeavour to get the copper cast agree- 
able thereto. It is observed in your indent, that the plates marked LH always 
sold best, but on reference to the Warehouse Keeper’s letter mentioned in 
your letter of the 19th December, the preference is given to the copper for brass 
marked with a swan, which makes it impossible to determine on this point, 
nor does the account sale afford any information in this respect, for the copper 
for brass which sold at the highest price is only called copper for brass fine, 
and not distinguished by any mark. The account sales is in several other 
instances very imperfect, the marks of several different parcels being omitted. 
And the import warehouse remains in regard to this article i& equally incorrect, 
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for the total quantity of copper in store is sent, without mentioning the parti- 
culars of each sort, which is absolutely necessary for us to know, and must 
be remarked in future. 


26. You are to cause exact and particular surveys to be made and trans- 
mitted to us of all our ordnance mounted and unmounted at your Presidency, 
describing their number, natures and condition, and you are likewise to inform 
us what further ones are wanted to render your works properly defensible, 
describing them also in the same manner. 


27. Notwithstanding w^e learn from your advices that J\Ir. Smith has 
greatly improved the manufacture of gunpowder, yet it appears from a tryal 

made here, of that received bv the Ashhurnhajyi, bv putting 

_ « * 1 . 

Deer. ^ machine two drachms of the powder to raise 37J/4 lb. ; 

this powder at the first tryal lifted only 2/10 of an inch, 
and at a second tryal 4/10 of an inch, whereas some pow^der made here being 
tried with the same quantity, and in like manner, at the first and second tryais 
raised the weights each time 3.9/10 inches; and upon examination of the 
materials, the charcoal was found very bad, and the brimstone and saltpetre 
not properly refined. It is probable this powder might have lost some strength 
by being so long on board that ship, yet we can not think that would have 
occasioned so great a difference in force as abovementioned, especially as the 
materials were found so defective. We must therefore again recommend the 
improvement of this manufacture as a point of great importance to us, hoping 
you will in time bring it to such perfection as to render it unnecessary, if 
possible, to send any powder from hence, which besides the room taken up in 
our ships, exposes them to great danger. And as w’e are informed Mr. Walton 
who now proceeds to you is thoroughly experienced in the manufacture of this 
article, with his assistance and the abilities which Mr. Smith has evinced therein, 


w^e hope you will be able to attain so desirable an object. In order thereto 
you are to appoint a committee who are to inspect the gunpowder works every 
month and report to the Board the quantity made, it’s cost, quahty and other 
particulars, which must be entered on Consultation. And you are to continue 
to advise us what further progress and improvements are made and send 
musters annually for our observation. 


28. As the extraordinary quantity of provisions sent on the four Bombay 
ships for the accommodation of the recruits prevents their taking in here all 
the bales intended for that Presidency, mentioned in our letter of the 2ist 
November, w*e are under the necessity of sending 450 of these bales in nearly 
equal proportions on the ships Albion, Royal Captain and Horsendon and 300 
more in like manner on the Grenmlle, Pacifick and Po7ishorne making in the 
whole 750 bales ; but as the extraordinary provisions on board the Bombay 
ships will be expended upon their arrival at Fort St. George and there will 
then be room for the said 750 bales to be transhipt on them, we have given 
directions to Fort St. George to tranship them forthwith in equal proportions : 
and if it should happen that any of the said bales are brought to your 
Presidency, you are also to take the first opportunity of forwarding them to 
Bombay. 


29. If any of the said bales can be disposed of to advantage at Bengal, 
you may detain as many of them as you thinh proper, observing in such case 
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that you take an exact proportion of each colour, in which you are to be 
guided by the invoice ; for if only some particulars are taken out, the remaining 
assortment will be improper for the Bombay market and probably very pre- 
judicial to the sale ; and this rule must be observed in future with respect to 
any bales which may be sent by the way of Bengal for any of our other 
Presidencies. 

30. We are very much surprised to observe so little attention given to our 
interest in the long detention of the Nancy ketch with you, for the ophium 

intended for Fort Marlborough, as it appears from an 
r64^ delivered in to us by Captain Howe that no less 

than fifty chests of that article were laden on the Winchelsea 
belonging to the freighters, and we are also well assured that forty chests more 
were on board the Lord Clive on private account. 

31. By not having received any books of invoices since those per Osterlejy 
we are at a loss to know what cargoes were on board the Lord Mansfield, Bute 
and Earl of Middlesex for our account. To prevent such a disappointment in 
future, you are to mention in your letters to us, a general account of all con- 
signments to the other Presidencies and send us abstracts of the invoices in 
the packets, 

32. In our letter of the 21st of November you were informed, we should 
send to China about 250 chests of treasure this season ; but as that trade is of 
such great importance to the Company, we have by exerting our utmost 
endeavours encreased the quantity to 331 chests ; notwithstanding this addi- 
tional supply, the whole is still very inadequate to the service ; you ^re there- 
fore, agreeable to our repeated orders, to send to our China Council, as large 
consignments of treasure and goods as you can possibly collect, by every good 
opportunity that offers, so long as the season for supplying the present com- 
mission of supra cargoes will admit of, and after that the succeeding supra 
cargoes. 


Thirdly of investments 

33. We now send lists of the investment to be made at your Presidency 
for the ships proceeding thither this season, and to the several observations and 
directions therein contained, you are to give the strictest attention and 
obedience. 

34. In our letter of the 1st April 1760, we represented the loss which the 
Company sustained by the great quantities of salt and dirt sent from Bengal 
amongst the saltpetre, and strongly recommended it to you to cause the petre 
to be better refined ; but we are concerned to find those evils are not yet 
remedied, we now direct that you immediately give this matter a full consi- 
deration and take the most eligible methods for removing these complaints. 
Mr. Walton who now proceeds to you, being thoroughly versed in the manner 
of refining this article, we would have you send him to the places where that 
part of our investment is provided, to carry your resolutions into execution, 
and give such advice therein as he may judge necessary, in which business you 
are to give him all proper assistance. 
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35. 


The method you have fallen upon for providing the Luckipore invest’ 
ment under the direction of our servants at Chittagong, 
will we hope answer your expectations, and if it can be done 
there, as well as at the former place, we very much approve 

of this measure. 


Lre. 19tli Deer. 
1763. Pa. 42. 


36. As we are prevented from giving our sentiments upon the Barnagore 
cloth, by the non-arrival of the musters sent by the Boscawen^ you must send 
us other musters thereof, lest any accident should have happened to that ship ; 
and likewise samples of any other new^ cloth for our observadon, agreeable to 
our repeated orders, and this you are to observe as a standing order for the 
future. 


Fourthly concerning the country government^ Europeafi powers 

and the trade of India 

ol . We learn from advices received by the ship Deptford, that Shuja 
Dowlah, the King and Cossim Aly Cawm still appeared to persist in their 
intentions to invade Bengal and had throwm a bridge over the Ganges to 
prosecute their march, and though the same advices assure us, you were under 
no apprehensions of danger from this powerful alliance, yet we can not help 
being in pain for the event of this important affair. 

38. The furnishing the country powers with arms is a circumstance of 
such an interesting nature, that it requires your utmost regard and attention 
to prevent their falling into hands, who may turn them against us, and which 
is the more to be dreaded, as the continual military operations at Bengal and 
on the Coromandel Coast have diffused the European discipline in a very great 
degree among the natives. With respect to such arms as you may be induced 
to supply the Nabob with in consideration of the alliance between him and 
the Company, we recommended to you in the strongest terms to take every 
prudent precaution in your power, that those arms nev^er fall into improper 
hands : and that no country powers in future be suppUed with any arms or 
military stores whatever without the most absolute necessity. 

39. In our letters of the 8th February and 1st of June last, we 
gave you om: sentiments and directions very fully in respect to the inland 
trade of Bengal ; we now enforce the same in the strongest manner, and 
positively insist, that you take no steps whatever towards renewing this trade, 
without our express leave, for which purpose you must not fail to give 
us the fullest information upon the subject agreeable to our abovementioned 
directions. 

40. The enforcing our said orders is the more indispensably necessary 
from our observing the complaints of the present Nabob, taken notice of and 
referred to in your Separate Letter of the 20th February 1764 relating to the 
many difficulties, hardships and oppressions that he meets with, resulting from 
the beforementioned unwarrantable and licentious trade ; we have such an 
entire confidence in Lord Clive’s great abilities and good intentions, that we 
make no doubt these great abuses will be particular objects of his care and 
attention, and that he will be able to carry these our orders effectually into 
execution. 
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41. The trade of pepper upon the Mallabar Coast being an object of great 

importance to the Company, we much approve of your 
prohibiting private traders to interfere in our purchases 
thereof, and positively order that you send home any persons 
who may act contrary thereto. 


Consiilta 
June 1763. 


17th 


42. We have been so full and explicit in our advices of the two last 
seasons concerning the measures to be taken with the agents of the French 
Company in India, that we think you can be under no difficulty when they 
come to resettle in Bengal. As it will be very important for us to have the 
fullest information of their transactions, either with you, the country govern- 
ment, concerning their trade or any other matter whatever, you must care- 
fully collect and transmit to us all such kinds of intelligence as early as 
possible. 


43. After our repeated instructions and orders, in a succession of our 
General Letters, for maintaining a perfect good understanding and harmony 
with die Dutch East India Company, and our particular orders respecting their 
free enjoyment of the saltpetre and ophium trades,- you may guess at our 
surprise, on receiving from the Earl of Sandwich, one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, on the 20th November last, a copy of a memorial presented 
by Count Welderen, the Dutch Minister at this Court, containing very strong 
remonstrances and complaints, on the part of their high mightinesses, in res- 
pect to the injustice done then subjects, the Dutch East India Company, in 
the articles of saltpetre and ophium, and particularly charging that they had 
not been able, from the obstructions of our servants, to procure a grain of salt- 
petre in the year 1763, and but a very small quantity of ophium, of which last 
article, our servants had made themselves masters of the greatest part. Upon 
the subject of these complaints, we do require your immediate and explicit 
answer, after a full and deliberate enquiry made by you into the causes that 
have produced these remonstrances, so displeasing to Government and so 
injurious to our honour ; and if any of our servants, be they who they may, 
shall be found guilty of this flagrant abuse of their trust and disobedience to 
our express commands, we direct that their proceedings be truly and impar- 
tially stated by you to us, with every necessary particular and circumstance 
attending such information and enquiry, that w^e may shew our just resentment 
against such unwarrantable practices and injurious treatment. At the same 
time we confirm in the fullest sense and effect our former orders respecting 
the Dutch enjoying a free trade with ourselves in those articles. 


44. With respect to the capture of the snow Susanna M.arga 7 'itcij it appears 
to us, that the Company can have no concern therein on their own account, 

Genl Lre IStli considered merely as trustees. You have 

April 1763.^^ therefore very properly determined to deposit the money 

Pa. 17 & 25. arising from the sale of the prize in your treasury until the 

affair shall be decided in Europe and you are not to dis- 
pose of the same until you receive our further orders. 

45. Application having been made to us by the several claimants, we have 
ordeied the originals and attested copies of such papers relative to the above 
prize as we have received from your Presidency to be deposited in the High 
Court of Admiralty ; and as we are desirous of doing every thing in our power 
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towards the facilitating of justice in this matter, you are to take care that if 
any other papers should come to your hands, relating to this transaction, the 
same be sent to us with the first advices, in order that all parties may receive 
every proper information for the termination of this affair. 

46. We must here observe to you that by the copies of Captain Iveson’s 
account current of the prize, the net bailance from the sale of the vessel 
and cargo is current rupees 23,349.9.7 and by your General Letter of the 
18th April 1763 you advise us, that the same sum w^as deposited accordingly, 
but on inspecting your treasury accounts for that time, we find only a sum 
of current rupees 23,256.11.9, received on account or the Suscinnci JS/iarganta 
prize, by which there seems to have been short paid into your treasury the 
sum of current rupees 92.13.10, of which vou are to take notice. 

47. This leads us further to observe that by your treasury accounts for 
July 1763, a sum of current rupees 105.9.6 appears to have been paid 
Mr. Magee for registering sundrv papers relative to the Susanna Margarita 
prize, which expence though not included in the account of charges delivered 
in by Captain Iveson, will we apprehend be disbursed to the Company. You 
are therefore to take care if any other charges should have occurred with respect 
to this transaction that the same be collected and transmitted to us. 


Fifthly of fortifications^ buildings and revenues 


48. The immense and increasing charge of your fortifications, is a burthen 
so sensibly felt by the Company, that wt can not avoid earnestly recommend- 
ing to voiir serious consideration our former orders for contracting the works, 
and of course the expence, as far as it can be consistently done. The main body 
of the fort it may be necessary to finish, but no more of the out-works are to be 
done than are absolutely necessary, and in conducting the whole, you are to 
have the strictest regard to economy in every instance. 

49. You must direct a complete plan of the fort and out-works to be 
drawn out and forwarded to us as soon as possible, in which must be distin- 
guished those parts which are finished, those in hand and those necessary 
to be done, accompanying the same with proper estimates of the expence, 
which will be incurred thereby. 

50. We think it needful to repeat our orders of last season positively 
forbidding you to make any fortifications at Chittagong without our permis- 
sion, as we observe by your letter of the 20th of February last, you continued 
in that intention. 


51. 

Consn. 

1763. 


You did right not to consent to the making a new fort at Dacca, and 
in ordering the old one to be repaired, as no such works 
21 Novr. g0|- about without our express leave, agreeable 

to our repeated orders. 


52. You are to transmit to us as soon as possible, exact plans of all the 
lands granted to the Company, as well those in the environs of Calcutta, 
as in the provinces of Burdwan, Chittagong, Midnapore or elsetvhere, accom- 
panying the same with such remarks and explanations as may be necessary 
to give us a full and satisfactory information of all our possessions, their value 
and the importance they are of to the Company. 
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53. It is a great satisfaction to us to hear that during your late troubles, 

you were able to keep the Burdwan Province free from any 
Lre. 19th Deer, material inroads, and the more especially as by this means 

1763. Pa. 45. we may reasonably hope that it’s revenues will not have 

suffered any diminution. 

54. We observe that the revenues of this province have been stipulated 
at thirty four lack for the present year, as for the former ; but at the same 

time you give us your opinion that the lands will not yield 

Lre^'zo^'Febv increased rent, though by the state of these revenues 

1764. Pa. 15.'* entered on your Consultations of the 12th March 1764, it 

appears, that the rents were collected in full. Yet as we 
find that this was not effected without difficulties and perhaps some degree 
of rigour, we had rather abate of our expectations than subject ourselves to 
any just imputations of severity ; for it is our interest as well as inclination 
to adopt such measures as tend to conciliate the minds of the natives to our 
Government. 


55. As you were fully sensible of the importance of this branch of our 
revenues, we doubt not of your attention thereto, and persuade ourselves that 
you will settle it on such a footing as shall be most beneficial to the Company, 
without being oppressive either to the farmers or tenants, and here we observe 
your commendations of Mr. Johnstone for his great diligence in procuring 
payment of this part of our revenues, wffiich will have due weight with us. 

56. It is very agreeable to us to hear that the revenues of Midnapore and 

Chittagong have not only received some increase but that 

Lre. 19th. Deer. ^ prospect of being annually improved, and that 

1763. Pa. 49, 50. Chittagong in particular is likely to become a valuable 

settlement, and this we trust you had a reasonable assur- 
ance of, by your sending two additional members to the Council of that place. 

57. The method you resolved on last year, for collecting the rents of the 
Calcutta piirgimnahs, having not only given you the advantage of being better 

acquainted with the nature and extent of the lands but also 
given an addition to our revenues, we the more readily 
approve of your continuing the collection in the same manner, until you have 
acquired a thorough knowledge of what improvement those lands are capable, 
and consequently how far theh rents may be advanced. This necessary end 
once obtained, it may be proper for you to reconsider this matter maturelvj 
and we doubt not but you will then pursue such a plan as shall be most for 
the true interest of the Company. 


58. You inform us of an increase to our revenues of more than one laak 
of rupees from the salt pans in the Calcutta lands by the method of taxing 
j-pa ] 53 khallerys at thirty rupees each ; so considerable an 

increase seems sufficiently to justify your having continued 
the same method for the present year, taking it for granted that no grievance 
or discontent has arisen from this tax. 


59. With respect to your making yourselves answerable to the salt mer- 
P^ 54 chants for the balances due from the molungees or labourers, 

we are not enabled to judge of the expediency of this 
engagement which has the appearance of being attended with some risk, but 
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as you have thought it adviseable to become sureties to the merchants, in 

this case, we hope and trust that you had a thorough conviction that the 

Company would not be subjected to any loss thereby. 

60. With regard to the state of your mint, though the profits hitherto 

arising therefrom do not fully answer our expectations, yet the prospect you 

give of its becoming more beneficial is very agreeable to 
us. When we shall receive a complete state of the mint 
which you have promised us, we expect to see not only the nett gains by the 
duties on coinage, but also the amount of the sums coined for private persons 
in which your mint account current received per Osterley is defective. 

Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

61. Mr. John Barweil whom we advised you in our letter of the 2 1st 
November last w^as appointed a writer for your Presidency, has resigned the 
said appointment. 

62. We have therefore appointed Mr. John Peiarce to be a WTiter upon 
your establishment and have given him rank next below Thomas Henchman, 
one of the writers of this season, and as we are informed, Mr. Peiarce is now 
in Bengal, we send covenants in the packet, wMch must be executed, witnessed, 
and returned to us by the first ship. 

63. Mr. William Walton w^hom we mentioned in our letter to you of the 
9th May 1764, now proceeds to your Presidency, being assured this gentleman 
has a compleat knowledge of the method of refining saltpetre and the whole 
process of manufacturing gunpowder. It is our intention he should be chiefly 
employed in the regulations of those branches under your direction, and you 
are to give him all necessary instructions and assistance therein, acquainting 
us from time to time with his progress. Upon his arrival he is to take rank 
as one of our writers upon your establishment and remain such until the 30th 
of July 1766 when he will be of age, at which time, he is to commence and be 
stationed as the youngest factor upon the list. However, as we have been 
induced to give Mr. Walton die said rank on account of the assurances we 
have received of his beforementioned qualifications, if it should appear to 
you that he has not sufficient judgment in those branches to render us the 
services we have mentioned, he is then to serve five years as a writer. 

64. If any of our covenant servants or Mr. Wensley the surgeon who 
came to Bengal with hir. Spencer shall be there when this is received, you 
are to acquaint them, it is our positive order they return forthwith to theur 
former stations. 

65. We were acquainted by the President and Council at Fort St. George 
that Mr. Edward Middleton one of our writers upon that establishment had 
resigned our service in order to proceed to and assist his brother of Council 
at your Presidency in his mercantile concerns, who had given him an invitation 
for that purpose ; as we can not allow our service to be deserted under such 
pretences, you are immediately to send the said Mr. Middleton to England, 
and his brother must be acquainted, we are very much displeased at his giving 
encouragement to such a step. 

66. We have signified to our Presidency at Fort St. George that we 

Vol. rv--6 
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consent to IMr. Crokc^s rcixi 3 .ining on th.3.t co 3 .st, End. tlist they mEy likewise 
pEY him his Ennuity. 

67. Mr. Christopher Roffe who we are informed is in Bengal, and 
Mr. William Altham who went thither last year as a free merchant, being 
appointed factors, upon the Fort Marlborough establishment, they are to be 
acquainted with the said appointment, and that we direct them to proceed to 
their stations on the West Coast forthwith. 


68. You were informed in our letter of the 1st June last, that we trans- 
mitted to you deeds of covenants to be entered into by yourselves, and all 
our civil servants, also by all the military officers, pursuant to a resolution 
of the Proprietors of this Company on the 2nd May last, to prevent yours and 
their receiving any gifts, grants or rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, 
or compensations whatever, from any of the country powers, otherwise than 
under the limitations therein mentioned. We shall expect that the said order 
of the General Court has been punctually carried into execution, and we posi- 
tively direct that you take care that every new officer, civil or military, does 
without fail, upon his admission into the service, execute the said covenants. 
All our civil and military servants who proceed from hence do upon their 
respective appointments execute such covenants here. 

69. It is always necessary that a civil servant of rank should reside on the 
Company’s behalf at the Durbar, agreeable to the treaty with the present 
Nabob. In this appointment, the abilities and qualifications of the person 
should be chiefly regarded, and we suppose you had these in view in the 
choice of our present Resident, Mr. Watts. 


70. The method you have taken to excite our junior servants to qualify 
themselves for the posts of Secretary and Sub-Accountant, by annexing to the 


19 Deer. 1763, 
Pa. 88. 


due execution thereof for three years, a title to the pre- 
ference of any vacancy of a post of greater trust or 
advantage, meets with our entire approbation ; and such 


persons may be likewise assured, we shall at all times have a suitable regard 
to their merits. 


71. It is with great pleasure we observe your recommendations of 


Lre. 19th March 
1764, Pa. 12. 


Mr. Graham, the Secretary, and Mr. Majendie, his assist- 
ant, for their extraordinary assiduity, and the regular 
manner in which they execute the business of that office ; 


and we shall pay due attention to their merits, as well as those of any other 
of our servants, who may distinguish themselves in the like manner. 


72, We can not avoid remarking that the allowances you have lately 
made to the Secretary, and his assistants are much larger than the former ones, 


Consulta. ord 
Novr. 1763. 


which we thought very handsome and sufficient ; however, 
being ready upon all occasions to encourage the fidelity 
and diligence of our servants, we shall acquiesce therein 


if we find the businesses of the two departments are properly conducted and 


kept up. 


73. The plan you have established as a rule of preferment, for the en^ 

couragement of the surgeons in our service, has our appro- 
1763^ &^84^ bation for the present ; but we recommend it to you to see 

we are put to no more charge on this account than is 
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absolutely necessary, and to take the first opportunity that offers to reduce their 
number, and you must send us lists of them in the packets every season. 

74. Being well assured that Mr. John Chamier who went out last season 
as a free merchant for Bengal, has a complete knowledge of the manufacture 
of raw silk, having been bred up, and many years engaged in the silk trade, 
we recommend him to be employed in the regulation and improvement of 
that branch of our investment, after the manner of the late Mr. Wilder, and 
vou must transmit us an account of his services herein, that we may make 
him such an allow^ance, as he shall appear to deserve. 

75. And with respect to Ivir. Joseph Pouchon whom we observe you had 
employed to increase and improve the raw silk investment, as we are well in- 
formed he can render us more service by his judgment in our piece goods, 
you are to make such use of his abilities in one or both of those branches of 
our investment as may be most for our interest, giving us the like information 
with respect to his services. 


76. In consideration only of your strong recommendation of Mr. Cameron 


Lre. 1 9th Deer. 
1763. Pa. 94. 


for his usefulness to our service, we permit you to con- 
tinue to employ him therein, so long as it may be found 
necessary, but it must be an invariable rule with you here- 


after, upon no pretence whatever to entertain any person in our service who 


lays under imputations of misconduct at our other Presidencies. 


77. The friends of Mr. Thomas Bagnell, one of our surgeons at Fort 
Marlborough, having represented that he labours under an indifferent state 
of health, and desired he may be removed to Bengal, we have acquainted 
the President and Council -there that we consent thereto, and upon his arrival 
with you, he is to be employed as you shall think proper, whenever a vacancy 
shall happen. 


78. As you will be the properest judges of Captain Jenings’s pretensions, 

and how far it may be right to comply therewith, we leave 

Ltc ^Oth Febv ^ o X. j 

17^4 Pa* it entirely to you to adjust the same as his services may 

appear to deserve, and as much to his satisfaction as possible. 

79. We approve your reply to the remonstrance of Captain Fischer, upon 
Consulta. 3rd Y^tir promoting Captain Knox to a majority, as we can not 


Octr. 1763. 


admit of foreigners being advanced above the rank of 


Captain in our service. 


80. It gives us satisfaction to observe your success in inlisting the men 
Lre. 19th Deer, of the regiment, and we approve of your offering them a 
1763. Pa. 87. bounty of ten pounds each for that purpose. 


81. In our letter of the 21st November, we made some general observa- 
tions on the mutiny ■which happened in y^our army ; but as this is an occur- 
rence of a most important and interesting nature, we further direct, that you 
make a particular and circumstantial inquii'y into that affair, and transmit us 
a full and impartial account of the source and causes which gave rise to it, 
and whether any of the officers, or, who else were to blame therein, or, did 


not exert their utmost endeavours to stop it’s progress, before it came to the 
dangerous height, to which it arrived. 


82. The last advices from Fort St. George inform us, that Lieutenants 
John Bridget, George Buck, Arnold Hunterman, Francis Swain Ward and 
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Robert Phillips, who were with our army before Madura, having taken disgust 
at the President and Council for promoting some lieutenants of the regiment 
to captains commissions, who had raised fifty men each, they left the army 
and came down to Fort St. George and resigned their commissions. Imme- 
diately upon receiving this intelligence, we wrote a letter to that Piesidency, 
and sent it express to the TtlbtiTy then in the Downes, solely to signify how 
highly we resented such a mutinous and unsoldierlike conduct, and directing 
those persons to be sent to England by the first conveyance, and likewise any 
others who might misbehave in the like manner. If any of the said persons 
shall be in Bengal, you are also to send them home, whether they may have 
engaged in the service or not, and if any of our officers should be guilty of 
such a misconduct at your Presidency, they are to be treated in the same 
manner. 

83. In our letter of the 2ist of November last, w^e signified our intentions 
to send out this season eighteen hundred military recruits for our Presidencies 
of Fort William and Fort St. George, and we then mentioned that the greater 
part of them w^ould probably be wunted at Bengal ; but the advices we have since 
received from Fort St. George being very pressing for a large supply, and 
considering the much greater proportion sent to you last season, than to that 
Presidency, we have now determined that of the said eighteen hundred recruits, 
one thousand and twenty be incorporated in our several corps upon the Fort 
St. George establishment, and the remaining seven hundred and eighty in 
like manner upon the establishment of Bengal. The said recruits proceed 
as follows: — 


For Fort St. George 


On the four Coast and China ships Tilbury (already sailed),' 
Albion^ Royal Captam and Horsendon 

On the Hector 

On the Bombay ships Fox and True Briton which are to call ] 
first at Fort St. George f 


460 

300 

260 


1020 


For Bengal 

On the four Coast and Bay ships Speke, Grenville, Pacifick and 
Ponshorne “ 

On the Falmouth 300 


780 


8k In order that the said recruits may be properly taken care of in the 
voyage, and disciplined as well as their situation on board will admit, they 
are to be officered for the voyage only as follows vizt., in each of the ships 
Speke, Grenville, Pacifick, and Ponsborne, by one captain, one lieutenant 
and one ensign, and in the Falmouth, one captain, two lieutenants and two 
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85. The recruits for Fort St. George are officered in the like manner ’’jizt.j 
in the Tilbury, one captain and one lieutenant : the Albion, Royal Captain 
and Horsendon, one captain, one lieutenant and one ensign in each ship : in 
the Hector, one captain, two lieutenants and two ensigns ; and in the rvvo 
Bombay ships, two lieutenants and one ensign each. 

86. The names of the several officers destined for the Presidency of Fort 
William are as follows: — 

Captains Scipio Carnac, William Nugent, James Coltee DuCarel, 

Alexander Hannay and John Stainforth, Lieutenants Thomas Hope, 

Thomas Dundas, Ralph Harding, William Bullock, Selby Padman and 

WhUiam Powell. 

Ensigns George Hoggan, John Anthony Vazeille, Francis Field, Swiny 

Toone. Savage Barrell and Thomas Preston. 

87. For the ships on which the said officers proceed, you are referred 
to the several lists in the packets. 

88. We shall also send for your information, the names of the officers 
for Fort St. George, in separate lists. 

89. The beforementioned recruits for your Presidency are not to be 
formed into any netv companies, but are to be incorporated in the corps, which 
form your present establishment ; and wdth respect to the officers, they are 
to succeed to such vacancies as shall happen after their arrival in the rank 
and order they are named above, and until such vacancies happen, they are 
to receive pay agreeable to their respective ranks, and be employed in such 
manner as you shall think fit, 

90. We have given the like orders, both with respect to the officers and 
recruits destined for Fort St. George. 

91. Altho’ by our beforementioned arrangements, the greater part of 
the recruits and officers are destined for Fort St. George, yet as the situation 
of the Company’s affahs in Bengal may require a fuller assistance, we have 
in such case dhected the Presidency of Fort St. George, to forward as many of 
them as they can possibly spare accordingly ; but as they are in all events to 
belong to the said establishment, they are to be deemed and taken as detach- 
ments from that Presidency. 

92. On the other hand if they should be under a real necessity of detain- 
ing any of the officers and recruits designed for Bengal, they have our leave 
to do so, for so long as they may be wanted, under the like regulation of 
deeming them detachments from your Presidency. 

93. In general the affairs of our several Presidencies are to be looked upon 
as they really are, a common concern ; they are accordingly mutually and as 
effectually as possible, to assist one another, whenever the exigency of affairs 
requires it ; and this we lay down as an invariable rule for the observance 
of every Presidency.^ 

94. Upon further considering the great importance of sending as effectual a 
supply of military recruits to our Presidencies of Fort St. George and Bengal 
as we can possibly find conveyances for, and the pressing instances of both 
Presidencies on this head, we have determined that the ships Clive and 
Hardwicke^ tw^o other of the Bombay ships, shall proceed first to Fort St. George 
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with two hundred and sixty recruits over and above the beforementioned 

d 

eighteen hundred, which will be officered in like manner as those in the other 
two Bombay ships. 

95. One circumstance which has been the occasion o£ greatly increasing 
the military expences of your Presidency, has been the employing a great 
many officers more than were wanted for the number of men they were to 
command ; since we have settled the military establishment, the number of 
officers is thereby adjusted, and must not on any account be dispensed with or 
exceeded, being fully satisfied it is sufficient for the service and to answer 
every good purpose ; this is not meant however to vacate any of the com- 
missions already issued, but that in future you will grant no other commissions 
than your establishment requires. 


96. We have appointed Mr. Ezekiel Mackelwaine to be a lieutenant 
fireworker in our artillery at Bengal, and as he has been in the service of His 
Majesty’s train, and is well instructed in all the engineering branch, we recom- 
mend him to be employed as one of our engineers at your Presidency. 


97. The plan you have adopted for conducting the business of your Presi- 
dency in two distinct departments^ both under the management of the Presi- 
dent and Council, appears to us a very proper and necessary 
regulation, and we expect you will take particular care that 
the books of each department are kept in such forwardness, 
that we may receive them by every ship, brought up as near to the time of 
her dispatch as possible. 


Lre. 19th Deer. 
1763. Pa. 44. 


98. It is with real concern we still find ourselves disappointed of receiv- 
ing the General Books of your Presidency to the latest period, instead of 
qq g~ which you give us to understand that you would forward 

(per Boscawen) only one set ending April 1760, which set 
unfortunately has not yet reached us. We have so repeatedly animadverted 
on your failure in so material a point, that it is unnecessary for us to say 
more on the subject, but as you tell us the remaining sets of books are in 
great forwardness, we hope to receive them compleat by the ships of next 
season. 


99. We must here also observe that you speak only of the General Books 
of your Presidency without taking any notice of those of your subordinates ; 
though these books may not be thought so immediately necessary as the books 
of your Presidency, yet you cannot but be sensible that your General Books 
themselves must be insufficient to answer our inquiries without the sub- 
ordinate books that form so great a part of your transactions. 

100. It is unnecessary to mention to you, that it is our standing order, 
that the General Books of all subordinates should be sent us, as well as those 
of our Presidencies ; this order was duly attended to till the capture of Calcutta, 
since which it seems to have been totally neglected. We are indeed apprized 
that many interruptions and difficulties arising from the troubles of the 
country may have retarded the regular course of business at your out settle- 
ments, yet when these troubles shall have subsided, w'^e trust that you will 
turn your thoughts also to the giving us a series of the subordinate books, 
and that our servants on your establishment will exert themselves to bring 
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the several books in their proper order that they may be duly transmitted 
to us. 

101. As the receiving your Commissaries books and Military Paymaster’s 
books is of essential consequence, that we may not remain in uncertainty in 
a point of such importance as your military expences, we cannot but repeat 
our former orders that you by no means neglect to send them in their due 
course. 

102. The purgunnah accounts that we have hitherto received are imper- 
fect both with respect to time and method, consisting chiefly of monthly 
accounts (and those not in regular succession), without any general abstract ; 
as these must necessarily have been reduced in a set of books, we apprehend 
you can be under no difficulty in sending us copies of them. 

103. We have received per Osterley the account of expences of French 
prisoners at your Presidency to November 1763, and a duplicate per Pigot 
continued to February 1764, and have only to remark, that it does not appear 
you have inserted therein, the charges of French prisoners in the Deccan 
expedition ; we are at a loss for the reason of such omission, as this charge is 
inserted in a former account dated 31st January 1762 received per Warren. 

104. The copies of the accounts kept by the commissioners of restitution 
are come to hand, but we are sorry to observe, that they are so far from answer- 
ing all our inquiries on the subject, that it is hardly possible for us to draw 
from them any clear state of the transaction. The claims delivered in appear 
to be very inaccurate (not to mention that there are many duplicates in the 
same book), some have no names of the claimants annexed to them ; other 
claims are blended together, and several sums appear to have been allowed 
to persons whose names cannot be discovered as having delivered in any 
estimates of losses ; the established claims have indeed references to the 
accounts delivered in by the sufferers, but these last not being entered in 
numerical order, it cannot without difficulty be seen what claims were really 
made, and what particular sum was allowed on each respective claim. 

105. By your accounts it appears, that upw^ards of sixty eight thousand 
current rupees have been paid to the European sufferers more than the amount 
of their established claims, as set forth in the books received per Royal George 
and Earl of Ashhurnham, so that upon the whole, it is still necessary for you 
to send us such a digested state of this transaction as may remove every before- 
mentioned difficulty. 

106. We sent you last year copies of the bill filed against the Company, in 
the Court of Chancery, by the claimants on the Restitution Fund, that you 
might be enabled to judge what was requisite for our further information 
in this affair, and we refer you to our instructions on the subject in our General 
Letter, from which we make no doubt, but you will be very sensible that the 
materials hitherto sent us, are absolutely insufficient for forming a statement 
with such precision and exactness as are indispensably necessary in matters 
subjected to litigation ; therefore if you should not already have forwarded to 
us such a full and exact account as the nature of the case requires, you will not 
fail to do it by the first opportunity. 

107. And as the article of commission charged in the restitution account 
is a point of the greatest importance in our inquiries and hitherto stands 
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vyithout any explanation, we cannot avoid repeating our former directions 
that you particularly acquaint us what is meant by reserved commission^ to 
whom such commission is due, upon what consideration, and what is the 
amount thereof. 

108. We cannot avoid taking notice of an error that occurs in your 
General Books ending April 1759, wherein you have debited Hiighley Captors'" 
for current rupees 29308-8-6 instead of Account Deposits^ which account has 
credit for that sum in your preceding books ; though this erroneous trans- 
position does not actually affect your general ballance, yet it must necessarily 
occasion confusion, as each of those accounts has a wrong ballance outstanding ; 
in case therefore such error has not already been discovered, vou will take care 
to rectify the same. 


Eighthly concer7iing the charter 

109. The papers concerning the cause of Mary de Lors are before the 
King in Council, whose decree therein shall be advised to you. 

110. Agreeable to our promise last season, we now send you by the ship 
Grenvillej Histoire des Traites de Paix et Autres Negoiiatioyis in 18 Vols. folio, 
which being a scarce tvork, are to be carefully preserved amongst your records. 

Supple^nent 

111. There being a great demand for raw silk for home consumption, 
and we being willing to contribute as far as lays in our power to encourage 
so useful and national a manufacture, we would have you if the situation of 
your finances will possibly admit of it, comply with the orders in the list of 
investment as nearly as you can, taking care to lade the same in equal propor- 
tions in the several ships. 

112. The friends of Mr. Benjamin Randall, whom we permitted to conti- 
nue in India as a free merchant and sent indentures accordingly for him in 
1762 in the Tilbury's packet to your Presidency, have represented that he has 
not been admitted to the execution of those indentures. We are cicsirous of 
knowing the reason of that omission, and direct that you call upon him to 
enter into his covenants if no just cause shall appear to the contrary, and that 
the same be thereupon returned to us by the first ship for Europe. 

113. When directions v/ere given to our several Presidencies for employ- 
ing the Winchelsea^ it was expressly recommended, that the said ship’s 
\oyages during her detention in India, should be so planned as to be con- 
sistent wdth the Company s interest, and consequently, that her earnings should 
defray the demorage at least ; how our said directions and recommendations 
ha^e been^ disregarded, even supposing the Winchelsea was to be put on a 
footing with the Qodolphhij and the several irregularities which have 
occurred m the course of the proceedings wdth respect to the said ship, will 

appear from the following deduction of facts, and the observations naturally 
resulting therefrom. ^ 

114. If Captain Howe could not have performed the double voyage from 
om ay to Bengal and back again, also have been employed on a freight 
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voyage according to the Court's first directions, contained in their letter 
of the 23rd December 1761, so as to be dispatched home by the 11th of February 
1764, the ship ought not to have been detained for a freight voyage, hut in 
all events should have been sent to England by the said time, as the charter- 
party with the owners then exphed. 

115. Instead whereof, upon the Winchelsea’s arrival at Bengal from 
Bombay, which was on the 7th INlarch 1763, the President and Council let 
her out to freight for twenty months from the 1st of April following, that 
is to say, from that time to the 1st December 1764, but not to exceed the 30th 
January 1765. This was carrying her detention a year beyond the expiration 
of the charterparty as beforementioned. 

116. Upon the Winchelsea’s arrival at Bombay in the said freight voyage 
on the i8th October 1763, the President and Council there agreed with Captain 
Howe to prolong the freighter’s term from the said 30th January 1765 to the 
30 th April follotving. 

117. Upon her return to Bengal again which was on the 20th February 
1764, on which day the President and Council received the Court’s letter under 
date of the 13th May 1763, recommendmg it to them to let Capt. Hotve have 
the preference of being employed another season, provided it coincided with 
the Company’s interest, upon this recommendation they took upon them to 
agree with Captain Howe to prolong the freighter’s time to the 11th of February 
1766 ; she was accordingly dispatched from Bengal on the freighter’s account 
about the 17th March 1764 for Bombay and Surat, but was unfortunately lost 
in Bengal River the 20th of the same month. 

118. By the connacts between the Governor and Council and the freight- 
ers, it was agreed that the latter should allow the Company after the rate of 
five hundred pounds a month during her detention, to be paid when and where 
the ship should be discharged ; reckoning thirty days to the month, the said 
allowance is sixteen pounds thhteen shillings and four pence a day, whereas 
the demorage the Company was by charterparty to allow the owners, was 
twenty pounds three shillings and four pence a day. 

119. Upon the Winchelsea's voyage from Bengal to Bombay, it appears 
she called at Fort St. George where one thousand bales of the Company’s 
woollen goods were laden, for which the President and Council of Bombay 
paid to Captain Howe for freight, the sum of eight thousand three hundred 
and sixteen rupees ; tlrey also advanced him on account of his owners the 
sum of five thousand rupees. 

120. And considerable sums of money must have been paid according 
to the custom of India, to the freighters of the Winchelsedj or to Captain Howe 
on their account, by several persons who freighted goods on the said ship 
under them. 

121. The observations which naturally occur to us, from the beforegoing 
statement, ai'e: 

122. That the Winchelsea^s detention beyond the 11th February 1764, 
was not warranted by our first orders, and the second orders to take them 
in the most extensive sense, could admit of her detention no longer at the 
utmost than to the 11th February 1765 though the President and Council at 
Fort William took upon them, as before observed, to prolong the freighters’ 
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term to the 11th February 1765: this we look upon as a wilful misconstruction 
of our orders, 

123. The step the Governour and Council of Bombay took to prolong 
the freighters’ time form 30th January 1765 to 30th April following was 
highly imprudent and injurious ; as they could not but well know if the ship 
was at that time to be delivered up, she must have lain a long time upon 
demorage at the Company's expence before she could have been dispatched 
for Europe. 

124. If it had not been for the unfortunate loss of the Winchelsea, she 
would have continued in the hands of the freighters from the 1st of April 1763 
to the ilth February 1766, that is to say, about thirty four months, which at 
five hundred pounds a month, amounts to seventeen thousand pounds, whereas 
the Company must have paid the owners for that period, twenty thousand 
five hundred and seventy pounds, the difference being, three thousand five 
hundred and seventy pounds, would have been an apparent loss to the 
Company. And as the President and Council well knew the said five hundred 
pounds a month was inadequate to the demorage, it is very surprizing they 
could so readily admit of the absurd reasons urged in the freighters’ proposals 
entered on Consultation 23rd March 1763 to induce them to come into such 
a disadvantageous agreement with respect to the Company. 

125. Notwithstanding the Company was not to receive any part of the 
freight until the ship was discharged by the freighters, Captain Howe received 
on their account even of the Company, for freight of bales carried from 
Fort St. George to Bombay, as before observed, rupees 8316 and he also was 
paid by the President and Council at the last named place, five thousand 
rupees for the use of his ship ; these two sums are now a dead loss to the 
Company, whereas the first sum in particular instead of being paid to the 
freighters ought in all reason to have been carried to account only ; and here 
we must observe that according to the general custom of India, the freighters 
ought to have paid the Company freights before the ship proceeded on her 
respective voyage but which was totally disregarded in making the contract. 

126. The freighters and Captain Howe have had the advantage of the 
voyage from Bengal to Bombay and back, and been paid considerable sums 
by the black merchants and others before the ship’s departure from Bengal, 
on the voyage she w'as unfortunately lost in, for goods freighted by them for 
Surat ; upon the whole, it is apparent the Captain and freighters have been 
greatly benefited, though the Company have actually been sufferers and 
would have been still more so, if the ship had continued in the freighters’ 
hands to the expiration of the contract. 

127. To what we have said, must be added, that the detention of the 
Winchelsea beyond her charterparty time will probably be productive of many 
litigations at law in which the Company may be involved in many difficulties 
if not be great sufferers, not to mention the losses of the owners’ insurers and 
all other persons who had any connections with this ship. 

128. That the intended long detention of the Winchelsea would have 
rendered her very unfit and in too dangerous a condition to be trusted with 
a valuable cargo on our account for Europe, but this was not at all attended 
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to by our President and Council, tho’ so material a circumstance, a?id well 
deserving their consideration. 

129. It appears upon our examination of Captain Howe, that upon the loss 
of his ship, lie forthwith proceeded for and got to Calcutta with the pilot the 
25th March and acquainted the Governour and Council in writing with the 
misfortune, and had their orders to take his passage on the Pigot for England ; 
notwithstanding he continued there two days, the President and Council did 
not send any information w^hatever to us on this occasion, nor did President 
Vansittart, though his letter to the Court was dated the said 25th March, this 
was a great omission, and considering the importance of the subject, highly 
culpable ; and we are further to add, that the suffering Capt. Howe and his 
chief and third mates to leave Calcutta before a thorough examination was 
made into the loss of the ship, was extremely irregular. 

130. Whenever any Europe ships are let to freight in India, you must 
cause a copy of the agreement with the freighters to be entered upon Consulta- 
tion, which you have omitted in the instances of the Go dolphin and 
Winchelsea. 

131. We have been thus particular upon the several transactions with 
respect to the Winchelsea, not only to point out the irregularities and inatten- 
tions to the Company’s interest in the course thereof, but with a view to lay 
them open for the particular information of all future Presidents and Councils, 
that they may in all instances of employing our ships in India pursue such 
measures as shaU. be conducive to the real interest of the Company. 

132. Since writing the former part of this letter the ship Albion has been 
unfortunately lost in her way to the Downes ; nothing of consequence could 
be saved except forty six of the forty seven chests of the Company’s treasure 
on board and several parcels of silver belonging to private persons. 

133. Of the said forty six chests of treasure, twenty chests were put on 
board the Ankerwyke and thirteen on each of the ships Thames and Grosvenor, 
which w^ere, as before, consigned to China. 

134. We have ordered these ships the Speke, Grenville, Pacifick and 
Ponsborne to call first at Fort St. George principally with a view of giving 
that Presidency an opportunity of landing such of the recruits as their 
exigencies may require ; but whether they do so or not, the ships are ordered 
to be forwarded to you with all possible dispatch. 

135. We send only about a tenth part of the tent cloth you have indented 
for ; this is the first time you have desired it, and w^e can not suppose but 
country cloth may be made to answer the same purposes. 

136. Thirty barrels of gunpowder bought of a new merchant is sent on 

the ship [ ] ; you are therefore to give us an account of the quality, and 

whether it proves as good as that we have hitherto sent. 

137. The friends of Captain Thomas Fenwicke having applied to us for 
leave for his coming to England to see his family, and afterwards to return to 
Bengal again, we have consented thereto, and you are to permit him to come 
to England accordingly upon furlow. 

138. The friends of the late Mr. Gideon Ferrand, a writer on your estab- 
lishment having represented to us, that upon his death in October 1761, 
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Mr. Joseph Pouchon administered to his estate, but has not to this time 
accounted for the produce thereof to the legal representative here, it is there- 
fore recommended to you to call upon him for, and acquaint us with the 
reasons for such his delay. 

139. You were informed in our letter of the 23rd December 1761, that 
the gunpowder barrels would in future be hooped with copper and that the 
hoops were to be sold as merchandize ; this measure is still continued, you 
must therefore dhect the copper hoops on the powder barrels to be a separate 
head in the Storekeeper’s books, and whenever any Europe gunpo-wder is sold, 
the hoops to be charged in an additional article, according to the price of 
copper ; but at the same tim.e we hope, you will not be under the necessity of 
disposing of any of the Europe powder to any one whatever, as it is very 
inconvenient to us to send it abroad in such large quantities as our several 
settlements require. 

140. As w^e find your indents very incorrect in several instances, we direct 
that in future when the indents are drawn out, you do observe to have the 
account of remains laid before you, from whence you will be enabled to judge 
what quantity of each article, you may have occasion for, and the several 
articles must stand in the indents in the very same order they do in the 
account of remains. 

141. A provet is sent for proving the powder made at your Presidency, 
the quantity of powder to be proved therein at one time is two drachms 
avoirdupoise, which must be weighed with great exactness, and for this pur- 
pose a small pair of scales with weights are sent. Two bottles of proved 
gunpowder are likewise sent, in order to determine the standard of the powder 
made with you, and if this last raises the provet to the same height as the 

samples of powder beforementioned, it may then be pronounced to be of 
sufficient strength. 

142. To what we have mentioned in the 17th paragraph relating to 

the loss of the Winchelsea and the neglect of having annual surveys of the 

Ri'ver made, ue add, that the utmost attention be paid to the orders and 

regulations laid down in our General Letters of the 2nd February 1737/8 and 

the 3rd March 1758 for the conduct and management in marine affairs and 

as we observe^ it is mentioned in your minutes of Consultations, that the 

book of standing orders lays always before you, frequent recourse must be 

had thereto, specially with respect to the safety of the navigation in your 

Ri\er, on which the Company’s interest, as also that of the individuals so 
much depends. 

143. ^ Since the peace, the slaving trade to the coast of Africa having 
greatly increased, in course the demand for goods proper for that market is 
very large, and as we are desirous of contributing as far as lays in our power 
to the encouragement of a trade on which the well being of the British planta- 
tions in the ^ est Indies so much depends and considering the same therefore 
in a national view% we have made some additions and amendments to the list 
o goods to be provided at your Presidency in assistance to the said trade all 
which are comprised in the orders for the investment now sent you, and we 
expect and positively direct, that you conform as nearly as you possibly can to 
the whole hst but particularly with respect to the articles for the African trade. 
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144. Although we have given repeated orders for youi sending accounts 
of the increase or decrease of the several articles ordered in our lists of invest- 
ments and the reasons for the same, we have only received by the ship Figot 
such accounts for the Calcutta and Dacca goods which indeed are drawn out 
in a manner agreeable to our orders : we therefore positively direct that the 
investments made not only at the Presidency but at every subordinate settle- 
ment be drawn out upon the same plan and transmitted to us annually in 
duplicate at least, and we further direct that the said accounts be carefully 
inspected and examined into, by and at your Board and then signed by the 
President and all the members present. 

145. The animadversions made in the course of this letter upon the 
several transactions at your settlement are addressed as usual to the President 
and Council ; how^ever they are not to be understood to affect any persons 
who were not members at the time of such transactions, anv otherwise than 
as cautions and directions for their conducting the Company’s affairs in future. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous / Hy. Crabb Boulton / Cha. 
Cutts / Geo. Dudley / Hen. Hadley / 
Fredk. Pigou / Christr. Baron / J. Pur- 
ling / G. Rooke / Robt. Burrow / Peter 
DuCane Junr. / Charles Chambers / 
William Snell / Wm. Webber / John 
Roberts / George Cuming / John 

Harrison. 


LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1765 

xApprehend progress by Indians m the art of war — condemn conduct of 
Company's se7'vants in Bengal — clarify the position regarding inland trade in 
salty betel-nut a7id tobacco — criticise reported agreement with Mir Jafar 
regarding donation mofiey without their consent and order re^idering of full 
accounts. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter to you bearing date the 15th February last, was sent 
by the ships, Spehe, Gre^ivillcy Padfick and Ponsborne ; for the times of those 
ships’ departure, as well as of the ships Royal Charlottey Clivey True Briton, 
Fox and Hardwicke since dispatched, you are referred to the list enclosed in 
this packet. 

2. You will receive this by the Fahnouth, Captain George Hepburn, 
taken up for the purpose of carrying three hundred recruits to your Presidency, 
as we have particularly noticed in our abovementioned letter. How far we may 


London, 

15th February 1765. 
[Per Speke] 
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be able to compleat that number will appear by the list enclosed herewith, as 
will the officers who proceed wdth them. 

3. Our main design in employing the Falmouth being to convey the said 
recruits to your Presidency, there are but few consignments in her for the 
Company's account, for the particulars wffiereof you are referred to the invoice 
and bill of lading. 

4. Having in our said letter of the 15th February last given you very 
particular directions with respect to this ship, we have nothing further to add 
thereto than that you will receive in the packet her charterparty, copy of 
Captain Hepburn's instructions, copy of the amount of freight and demorage, 
together with all other necessary articles and papers. 

5. The gentlemen appointed to be the Secret Committee during the 
present direction are Henry Crabb Boulton Esquire, Chairman of the Court, 
George Dudley Esquire, Deputy, together wdth Charles Cutts, Robert Jones, 
Thomas Rous and Henry Savage, Esquires. The power of this Committee is to 
take such precautions as they shall judge necessary for the safety of the 
Company’s outward and homeward bound shipping. The orders therefore, 
that they, or any three of them shall give for this purpose, are to be obeyed 
by the President and any other person or persons to whom they are directed. 

6. A brass three pounder field piece with a carriage of a new construction 
is now sent you by way of trial. You are to report to us whether it proves 
of superior utility to those you have now in use of the same nature, and if 
these last can be mounted on such new invented carriages. It is to be 
observed that the said new three pounder gun is lighter than usual and there- 
fore twelve ounces of powder is the charge for service. You must also inform 
us if you think it will answer to mount six and twelve pounder field pieces on 
the same sort of carriages. 

7. As the provet for proving gunpowder mentioned in our letter of the 
15th February last could not be sent by the Fonshorne, as was intended, it is 
now forwarded to you on the Falmouth. 

8. If the supra cargoes of the Royal Charlotte shall be under the necessity 
of taking up money at Mocha on our account, to assist them in purchasing 
the coffee cargo for that ship and shall draw bills upon you for that purpose, 
you are duly to honour them. 

9. It is reported that the French Company have been fitting out at port 
L’Orient seven ships for the East Indies and China, and likewise a frigate of 
war, some of which are said to be abready sailed. You must therefore in addi- 
tion to the intelligence directed to be sent in our letter of the 15th February last, 
transmit us an exact account of the number of French ships, their force and 
cargoes, which shall arrive at and depart from every port in India, that may 
come within your knowledge. 

10. On the 23rd March, the Duke of Alba?iy arrived in the Downes from 
the Presidency of Fort St. George. By her we received your General Letter 
of the 27th September 1764 upon the contents whereof, w^e have only time to 
make some general observations by this conveyance. 

11. We cannot avoid remarking that in the destination of our shipping 
you seem to have overrated the number to be sent home from the Bombay 
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side, and at tlie same time, it is matter of concern to see only three ships 
were intended to be ioaden home from vour Presidency, where w'e think one 
or two more might have been provided with cargoes, especially when so large 
an investment of saltpetre was expected. 

12. With particular satisfaction we see so proper an attention was paid 
to that important branch of our affairs the China trade, by setting apart 
ten lacks of rupees out of our revenues to be sent thither, on a ship or ships to 
proceed by the Pitt's Passage, which you judged might reach Canton in 
February ; and although this supply might not arrive there in time to be of 
any service that season, yet your sending the Plassey schooner to give early 
advice thereof, was a w^ell judged measure for the support of the Company’s 
credit. 

13. As we must expect our several Presidencies will annually give their 
utmost assistance to the China trade, w^’e shall accordingly depend upon a 
continuance of your care and attention to this great object. 

14. Your saltpetre investment we observe with pleasure w^as likely to turn 
out very well, and that you had therefore determined to supply Fort St. George 
wdth ten thousand and Bombay with thirty thousand maunds. These large 
supplies w^e hope will have considerably promoted the dispatch of the ships 
intended to be Ioaden home from those Presidencies. 

15. In your narrative of the operations of the campaign, w^e observe our 
army under Major Carnac was in a very critical situation when it was attacked 
by Shujah Dowla’s numerous forces, and with singular pleasure we learn that 
our troops gave the enemy so brave a repulse, that they soon after retreated 
into the Budgpore country. Although you apprehend the motive of Shuja 
Dowda’s retreat thither w^as to secure a communication wdth his own dominions 
during the rains, after which you expected his return, yet we hope the great 
preparations you were making to oppose him, w^ill have made him change 
such an intention. Major Munro^ upon coming to Bengal, w^e observe, took 
the command of the army and w'aa preparing to take the field as soon as the 
season w^ould permit, intending if no treaty wus concluded with Shujah Dowlah, 
to act offensively and bring him to an action as soon as possible. From the 
short accounts we have of those operations, we incline to approve Major 
Carnac’s conduct in acting on the defensive, the small number of European 
troops, the mutinous disposition of the seapoys, and the little reliance to be 
had on them or the Nabob’s horse, were chcumstances of so alarming a 
nature, that we do not wonder the Major should have declined putting the 
whole on the issue of a battle against an enemy, that appears far more formid- 
able than any country power we have ever been engaged against, and indeed 
we think the fate of the provinces should never be exposed to the issue of a 
battle widiout the most absolute necessity. We hope therefore that the 
plan adopted by Major Monro will have! been pursued with the utmost precau' 
tion and attention to all circumstances, and as we place the greatest confidence 
in Lord Clive’s abilities and zeal for the Company’s service, we hope that long 
before this he has put a happy conclusion to these troubles. 

16. With great concern we learn that your seapoys sensible of their 
own strength and numbers, had mutinied several times, and proceeded to very 
extraordinary lengths but we hope the spirit exerted by Major Monro in the 
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last instance and Ms making proper examples of tlie ring leaders will liave 
effectually put a stop to such disorders. 

17. And it is with equal concern we observe you had resolved to raise 
two thousand country horse at Patna in order to pretent such disticsses as 
our army had lately experienced from being exposed to the nunicious cavalry 
of the enemy. As you represent this measure was absolutely necessary, we 
hope it will have answered your intentions, especially as this corps was to be 
under the conduct of European officers. The progress that the natives make 
in the knowledge of the art of tvar, both in Bengal and on the Coast of 
Choromandel is become a very alarming circumstance, and we are not without 
our apprehensions of the consequences of y^our teaching them our cavalry 
exercise. We hope therefore you will have only made it a temporary expedient, 
and either disband these troops, or (if they are to remain in the Nabob’s 
service) recall the officers from the command as soon as the war with Shujah 
Dowla is at an end, or use such precautions as may best prevent the dangers 
we think likely to result from such an innovation, and we here think it proper 
to caution you against letting any European officers or soldiers enter into the 
service of the country government, and that you discourage as far as in your 
power all military improvements among them. 

18. This additional charge being chiefly occasioned by the uselessness of 
the Nabob’s horse, and as you hereby took the entire defence of the provinces 
upon the Company, and relieved him from the greatest part of his military 
expence, you did very right in procuring assignments from him to support 
this increase of expence. 

19. As the province of Bahar is the frontier from which you are most 
exposed to invasions, we would recommend it to your mature consideration 
whether it would not be a right measure to propose to the Nabob to erect a 
fortification to the nortlwest of Patna in such a situation as to check the 
Boujepore rajahs and large enough to admit a garrison capable of repelling 
any sudden invasion, until the army could march to their support. It appears 
to us as far as we can judge from the accounts that we have received from you 
of your mihtary operations, that such a measure would contribute greatly to 
the preservation of the provinces. If you should think it prudent to make 
such a proposition to the Nabob and he approves thereof, it must be upon 
no other terms than to be erected at his charge, and garrisoned by our troops 
only, wMch would further answer the end of securing his dependency, and 
would also be a means of preserving our Europeans, by having a considerable 
number of them quartered in a climate so far superior to that of Calcutta 
m the healthiness of its situation. 

20. We are extremely anxious for the arrival of Lord Clive and the 
gentlemen who accompanied him ; as they have been so lately in England, 
they are the best judges of the opinion the Company and the nation entertain 
of the conduct of the English in Bengal for these last four years, which we 
are sorry to say, is in general, that they have been guilty of violating treaties, of 
great oppression, and a combination to enrich themselves. 

21. We do not here mean to enter into a discussion respecting the political 
conduct of our late Governour and Council, but must say, that an unbounded 
thirst after riches seems to have possessed the whole body of our servants to 
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that degree that they have lost all sight of justice to the country government, 
and of their duty to the Company. 

22. In reading the opinions of the several members of the late Council 
respecting this illegal trade, by which we mean the articles of salt, beetle nut, 
and tobacco, we are astonished to find those among them who pretended to 
found their right on the phirmaiindsr 

23. Treaties of commerce are understood to be for the mutual benefit 
of the contracting parties ; is it then possible to suppose that the Court of 
Delhi, by conferring the privilege of trading free of customs, could mean an 
inland trade in the commodities of then* own country, at that period unpractis- 
ed and unthought of by the Enghsh, to the detriment of their revenues, and 
the ruin of their own merchants? We do not find such a construction w'as 
ever heard of until our own servants first invented it, and afteiwvards supported 
it by violence ; neither could it be claimed by the subsequent treaties with 
Meer Jaffier, or Cossim Ally w'hich w^ere never understood to give one addi- 
tional privilege of trade beyond what the phirmaujids expressed. In short, 
the specious arguments used by those who pretended to set up a right to 
it, convince us that they did not want judgment by virtue to withstand 
the temptation of suddenly amassing a great fortune, although acquired 
by means incompatible with the peace of the country, and their duty to the 
Company. 

24. Equally blameable were they, w^ho acknowdedging they had no right 
to it, and sensible of the ill consequences resulting from assuming it, have 
nevertheless carried on this trade and used the authority of the Company to 
obtain by a treaty exacted by violence, a sanction for a trade to emuch them- 
selves without the least regard or advantage to the Company whose forces they 
employed to protect them in it. 

25. Had this short question been put, which their duty ought first to have 
suggested, is it for the interest of our employers?, they would not have 
hesitated one moment about it ; but this criterion seems never once to have 
occurred. 

26. Ah barriers being thus broken down betw^een the English and the 
country government, and everything out of its proper channel, w^e are at a 
loss how to prescribe means to restore order from this confusion, and being 
deprived of that confidence w^hich we hoped we might have placed in those 
servants who appear to have been the actors in those strange scenes, W'e can only 
say, that we rely on the zeal and abilities of Lord Clive and the gentlemen of 
the Select Committee to remedy these evils. We hope they will restore our 
reputation among the country powers and convince them of our abhorrence 
of oppression and rapaciousness. 

27. It is currently reported here that letters are received by the Duke of 
Albany which make mention of an agreement betw^een the Nabob Meer Jaffier 
and our late Governour and .Council since the treaty^ concluded with him on 
the 10th July 1763, by wiiich it is stipulated that the present Nabob shall pay 
over and above the thirty lacks for the Company mentioned in that treaty, 
fortv lacks by way of restitution to make good the losses of private persons, 
besides twenty five lacks to the army, and twelve lacks to the navy, not named 
in that treaty, making together the enormous sum of one hundred and seven 
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lacks of rupees which is above one million three hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. 

28. It is a very extraordinary circumstance that there is no mention made 
in any of the letters from our late Governour and Council of what sum was to 
be given by the Nabob to make good the private losses, although in their 
letter of the 27th of September 1764 they say they have regulated the payment 
of the restitution to the merchants, w^hich implies the being in possession of 
a fund for that purpose ; but we must suppose if the reports as to the sums 
stipulated to be given for this use, and also by way of donation to the army 
and navy are true, that they purposely omitted to acquaint us of the particular 
amount from an apprehension that we could never approve of an agreement 
with the Nabob of this consequence, and for such excessive large sums of 
money without advising us thereof, and giving us very good reasons for a 
proceeding which so nearly affects the honour and interest of the Company. 
Indeed when we consider the present state of the country involved for years 
past in continual wars, and drained of its riches and the blood of its inhabitants, 
it is impossible for us to suppose our own servants capable of adding so greatly 
to its miseries, by compelling or even persuading the Nabob to pay such 
exorbitant sums of money, and at a time when by all accounts he is himself 
in the greatest distress. Be this as it may, we do expect and require from you 
a particular account of every sum received from the Nabob by way of donation, 
or under any other denomination by any and each of our servants, civil and 
military, whether by agreement in writing or otherwise, in what manner it was 
obtained and for what services, and that you immediately transmit to us copies 
of all such agreements and the particular account of losses given in by each 
individual together with what proportion has been already paid, and we posi- 
tively forbid any further payment till you receive our further orders. 

29. We do require from you and we have a right so to do, a just and 
precise account of this whole extraordinary transaction ; the honour and 
reputation of the Company and even of the nation are at stake, and when these 
particulars if true, come to be known, they require the fullest and most explicit 
explanation and justification ; we who are at present totally uninformed from 
any authentic accounts, can only express our astonishment to hear that such 
things have been, as we cannot suggest to ourselves upon what principles the 
present Nabob could be expected, persuaded or required to make good the 
losses sustained by individuals in carrying on to their great imputation and the 
prejudice of the Company they served, a most illicit and unwarrantable, 
although to them a most lucrative trade, in the articles of salt, beetle nut and 
tobacco ; and w^e are as much at a loss to comprehend how the services rendered 
to the new Nabob could deserve so exorbitant a consideration to be given to 
those, who were only doing- their duty in the service of their King and country, 
and of this Company. 

30. We have heard such instances of the want of subordination among 
our servants, that we shall never think you are seriously inclined to introduce 
good order among them, until you have made some examples of the most 
violent and refractory of them by dismissing them our service upon just 
complaints and sending them to Europe ,* and we also direct that as soon as 
accommodations can be provided for the junior servants in the New Fort, 
that you do no longer make them an allowance of house rent, and we further 
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direct that it be a standing order and strictly adhered to, that no writer on 
the establishment of Fort William be permitted to reside out of the Fort 
without the express licence of the Governour and Council. 


31. We have paid all possible attention to your pressing requests for 
recruits for the military, by sending as many as could be conveyed on the ships 
bound to your Presidency and taking up this ship the Falmouth solely for that 
purpose. And you may depend that we shall continue to exert our utmost 
endeavours to supply you in future, it being our firm intention to keep up 
vour establishment as settled in our letters of the 30th of December 1763 and 
ist of June 1764. But as we may be disappointed through the want of room in 
our shipping, and w^e send this season very large supplies to Fort St. George, 
you must therefore upon any emergency apply for assistance to that Presidency 
and Bombay, whom we have repeatedly directed to give you the utmost aid 
upon such occasions. 


32. And as w^e find it necessary to send out proper officers to discipline 
the recruits in the voyage, and have and shall continue to send such young 
gentlemen as may offer to serve as cadets, w'e think you will not be at a loss 
for officers to complete the several battalions upon your establishment. 


33. By the ships of this season we have and shall send you as great a 
number of small arms as we could get made, and we shall pay a due regard 
to your representations upon this point in future. 

34. As during the course of the late war w^e apprehend that expences 
may have been incurred in your hospitals by His Majesty's troops, we are at 
a loss for the reason of our not having received any account thereof. By this 
means w’hen we should state a full and complete account of all such expences 
at our several Presidencies wdth such authentications as might entitle us to a 
reimbursement for the same, w'e cannot even form a judgment wdiether we 
have any claim for expences in your hospitals. Therefore (if such should have 
been incurred), you must not fail to transmit us by the first conveyance a 
distinct and regular account thereof, distinguishing each respective regiment, 
and expressing what sums may have been received from the Paymaster of the 
regiments out of the men’s pay. 

35. At the same time you must furnish us with accounts of all stores that 
have been supplied His Majesty’s troops and squadrons and if it should now 
be too late for you to get these several expences or supplies of stores properly 
certified, you will at least take care that the accounts you shall send may 
receive all the authenticity in your power, giving us also every information 
that may found a demand for reimbursement. 

36. If you shall be in w^ant of more surgeons to complete your establishment » 
than we have already appointed to succeed on vacancies by our former orders, 
you are to take into our service the surgeons mates of the Falmouth, provided 
they are discharged from the ship and have certificates of their good behaviour 
from the captain. 

37. We have taken into consideration the dispute between Captain 
Vincent and his Chief Mate, Mr. White, and upon examination we find that 
affah to have been in every circumstance nearly the same as you have repre- 
sented to us, and although Captain Vincent’s conduct and management at 
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Bencoolen was highly meritorious and deserving the mark of favour we have 
conferred upon him for that piece of service, yet in respect to his unkind treat- 
ment of his said chief officer hlr. Wdiite and his very indecent and disrespectful 
behaviour to you, whose authority over him and his officers he seemed to 
condemn and dispute, we have judged it expedient to give him a very severe 
reprimand in order to deter other commanders from acting in so unbecoming 
a manner ; and you may rest assured that we shall always countenance and 
support you in maintaining our authority and your own dignity whenever 
matters of this kind come under your cognizance. Mr. White does not complain 
of any ill treatment during the passage home. You did well to warn Captain 
Vincent against it, and had he disregarded your injunctions, we should certainly 
have resented it in a proper manner. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Chas. Cutts / Robt. Jones / J. Purling / 
Fredk. Pigou f Heny, Savage / E. H. 
Cruttenden / Thos. Rous / Luke Scraf- 
ton / F. W. Barrington / Jos. du Pre / 
John Stephenson / Thos. Saunders / 
Edwd. Wheler / George Cuming / Hen. 
Hadley / John Roberts / Charles Cham- 
bers / J. Pardoe / J. Creswicke / John 

Harrison. 
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Express a^ixlety at the continued war with Shujaiid-Daulah and Aiir 
Oasim—reconifnend early conclusion of peace — affirm support to Clive in all 
his proposals. 


London, 

26th April 1765. 

^er Falmouth and Har court] 


Right Honffile Robert Lord Clive. 


Mv Lord, 

^ AVe^ have with the greatest pleasure received the news of Your Lordship’s 
arrival in good health at the Cape of Good Hope and although your passage 

to that place was not so expeditious as we could have wished, 
we hope the winds proved more favourable in the latter 
part of your voyage and that this letter will find Your 
Lordship in health and safety at Fort Wiliam. 

Our advices from Bengal in a Separate Letter of the 27th September last 
make us anxious for the issue of the war against- Shuja Dowla and Cossim 


Per Falmouth, 
Harcoiirt. 
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Aly Cawn. We hope the expectation of Your Lordship's arrival will have had 
a happy influence on our affairs by hastening the conclusion of that expensive 
war and leaving you at full leisure to attend to the establishment of a firm and 
lasting peace, to the regulation of the trade in salt, beetle nut, tobacco and 
other articles, that it may be adjusted on such a plan to the satisfaction and 
with the concurrence of the Nabob as may redound to the honour of the 
Company and effectually prevent the confusion and oppression that have 
sprung from the abuses practised in it of late years, to the reduction of our 
enormous military expences, to the establishment of good order among our 
civil servants, discipline in our array, and harmony in the settlement. These 
my Lord are our sanguine expectations founded on the experience of your 
great abilities and zeal for the Company’s service in wLich we have the fullest 
confidence and we must bee: leave to add our oninion that success in these 
great points will redound as much to Your Lordship’s reputation as any of the 
great actions by which you have already been distinguished. 

Your Lordship may be assured of our firm support in everything, that can 
be suggested or proposed for the prosperity of the Company and your owm 

We are, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s Loving Friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Chas. Cutts / Rob, Jones / J. Purling / 
Fredk. Pigou / Heny. Savage / E. H. 
Cruttenden / Thos. Rous / Luke Scraf- 
ton / F. W. Barrington / Jos. du Pre / 
John Stephenson / Thos. Saunders / 
Edw^d. Wflieler / George Cuming / Hen. 
Hadley / John Roberts / Charles Cham- 
bers / J. Pardoe / J. Creswicke / John 

Harrison. 


honour. 


London, 

26th April, 1765. 

[Per Falmouth and Harcoiirt] 
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Composition of the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors — fortifica- 
tions at St. Helena — clandestine trade carried on by commanders and officers 
of the Company's ships — enjom strict care in obtaining information of all 
private trade. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. The last letter we sent you was under date of the 26th April last, 
and was dispatched by the Falmouth, consigned directly to you, and the 
Har court carried duplicate by way of Bombay, and by the Britannia you will 
receive the triplicate of that letter. 
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2. We heivQ the pleasure of informing you, that since the date of our 
said letter, the following named ships have safely arrived from our several 
settlements in India and from China vizt., the Ansoji from Bombay, and 
Boscawen from Bengal on the 20th of May, the Lord Clive from China and the 
Devonshire from Bengal on the 12th and 14th of June, the Pocock, Latham, 
Northumberland and Norfolk from China, also the Lord Mansfield from 
Bombay between the 1st and 9th of July, the Lord Holland and British King 
both from China, the first put in at Kinsale in Ireland on the 30th of July, 
and the other at Lisbon the 14th of the same month, from whence they did 
not arrive in the Downes until vizt., the Lord Holland the 27th August and the 
British Kmg on the 29th September, the Worcester from China came directly 
to the Downes the 6th of August, the Vansittart from Bengal reached Falmouth 
the 29th of August, the Pitt from China and Bencoolen arrived in the Downes 
the 6th of October, the Earl of Lincoln from China imported at Plymouth the 
same day, also the Valentine from that place in the Downes the 11th October, 
the Caernarvon! from Bengal and Fort St. George at Spithead the same day, 
the London from Bombay and Tellicherry in the Downes the 26th of the same 
month, and the Calcutta from Bombay at the same place the 6th November. 

3. Besides the said ships belonging to the Company, the following King’s 
ships have arrived from the East Indies vizt., the W eymouth at Kinsale on the 
1 0th June, the Panther the 12th of the same month at Spithead, the Medway 
at Spithead the 27th of July and the York at Plymouth on the 9th of August. 

4. For any further particulars with respect to the arrival and departure 
of shipping you are referred to the accompanying lists which are sent in the 
usual manner. 

5. The several letters from your Presidency in the course of this season 
came to hand by the undermentioned conveyances vizt., duplicate Separate 
General Letter dated the 6th November 1764, General Letter and Separate Letter 
both dated the 26th of that month. General Letter dated the 3rd December and 
from President Vansittart of the 26th November 1764, received per Devonshire 
the 15th June 1765. Separate General Letter of the 3rd January 1765, and 
General and Separate Letter of the 6th February following, also from Presi- 
dent Spencer of the said 6th February, received per Vansittart the 9th 
September 1765. 

6. We now proceed to give you such general informations and directions 
as are necessary for your immediate notice and conduct and shall communicate 
our further sentiments upon the affairs of your Presidency by the following 
conveyances. 

7. The gendemen who compose the Secret Committee for the present 
direction are, Henry Crabb Boulton Esqr. Chairman of the Court, George 
Dudley Esqr, Deputy, Charles Cutts, Robert Jones, Thomas Rous and Henry 
Savage Esqrs. Their power is to take the necessary precautions for the safety 
of our outward and homeward bound ships, the orders therefore they or any 
three of them shall give for this purpose are to be obeyed by any person or 
persons to whom they are directed. 

8. We have taken up the undernamed 22 ships this season for the several 
parts of India and China, each of them being let for 499 tons with men and 
guns answerable ; they are twenty shillings a ton freight lower than the ships 
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of last season, and demorage in proportion ; with respect to all other terms 
and conditions, they are the same as the preceding year, but for a more 
explicit information you are referred to their charterparties ; the said ships, 
their commanders, consignments and the times proposed for their dispatch are 
as follows vizt.j 


Ships 

Commanders 

Plassey 

William Peters ]■ 

Prince of Wales 

Jonathan Court j 

Earl of 


Ashbiirnham 

Thomas Pearce 

Neptune 

Gabriel Steward 

Glatton 

• Richard Dove ton 


Lio7iess 

William Larkins 

Hampshire 

John Smith 

Duke of Kingston 

Richard Morrison 

Britanfiia 

Thomas Bates 

Rous 

Deptford 

William Trvon \ 

J * 

Duke of 

Alphonsus Glover - 

t 

Cumberland 

Havaiinah 

Thomas Madge ] 

Hawke 

John Cotton j 

Criittendefi 

John Bowland 

Lord Camdeii 

Nathaniel Smith 

Pi got 

George 

Richardson 

Speaker 

James Dewar 

Nottmgham 

Thomas How^e > 

Duke of Albany 

James Haldane * 

Anso7i 

Edward Lord h 

Chick 

Devonshire 

William Mercer 

Osterley 

Frederick Vincent 


Consignments Proposed times 

of dispatch 

St. Helena and dispatched 

China 


under dispatch 

•• 

^ Fort St. George 
and China 


^ end of December 


Madeira and under dispatch 

Coast and Bay 

j 

China directly end of December 

Bencoolen and 7 

I 

China y middle January 

Madeira and 
Coast and Bay - 
Coast pnd Bay 
Island Theneriffe 
and Coast and 
Bay ^ beginning 

Madeira and ! February 

Bombay 

Bombay 

beginning 

March 

do. and China - 


9. Agreeable to our annual custom, we have destined a ship for Bombay 
and China and the ship fixed upon for this purpose is the Osterley, Capt. 
Frederick Vincent ; she is to be employed in India in the most advantageous 
and profitable manner for the Company until early in the year 1767, when 
she is to be dispatched from the Coast of Malabar for Canton, with a cargo to 
the amount of forty thousand pounds sterling to be returned from thence to 
England, In case the Osterley shall by any unforeseen accidents, be prevented 
from proceeding the said voyage, the President and Council of Bomaby will 
be directed to send some other ship in her room : whatever assistance may be 
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necessary on your part for tlie success of the said voyage, you are to afEord it 
in the most effectual manner, whenever our said President and Council apply 
to you, and even without such application, if you have reason to think it may 
be wanted. 

10. By the beforegoing destination of our shipping, it is to be observed 
that only four of the said ships are consigned to the Coast and Bay, with a 
view of being returned from India the same season, and five to Bombay for 
the same purpose, but as we are in hopes and indeed have little reason to 
doubt our Presidencies of Fort William and Fort St. George will be able to 
give full loadings for more than four ships, and on the other hand, that the 
President and Council of Bombay cannot provide returning cargoes for the 
said five ships, you are therefore to take the earliest opportunities of mutually 
with our other Presidencies fixing upon a plan for the return of our several 
ships, and in consequence thereof, that such of those for Bombay may be 
forwarded to you and Fort St. George without loss of time, as may be necessary 
to bring to England your respective investments. 

11. It is proper to give you this further notice that as the demand for 
woollen goods at our Presidency of Bombay continues to be so considerable 
we propose yearly, unless you are advised to the contrary, to consign six 
ships thither, one of which will as usual be directed to proceed to China, to 
be laden home in the proper season from thence, and one every other year 
from Mocha, so that of the six ships taken up this year for Bombay, you will 
observe five are to be returned home the same season from thence or else- 
where (with the assistance of our other Presidencies) but the following year 
there will be only four to be returned, as there will then be a ship destined 
for Mocha. 

12. As our China Council should have every intelligence that may be 
necessary for their information with respect to the ships which are to be under 
their management, you are therefore to observe it as a standing rule, whenever 
any ships are dispatched from Bengal to China, to acquaint the commanders 
that it is our order, they take all opportunities of writing to them in their 
voyage to China, during their stay there, and even afterwards if any thing 
material occurs. 

13. As it is very difficult for us to supply our Governour and Council 
at St. Helena with a sufficient quantity of salt provisions for the use of the 
garrison and inhabitants, and every demand for them by our shipping which 
call there will greatly distress them, you are to give notice to the commanders 
of our homeward bound shipping from time to time, to stock their ships with 
as much as they may want for the voyage home ; and you are further to 
acquaint them, that if they have any to spare, it will be very agreeable to us 
to make an offer of the same on the Company's account, to our said Governour 
and Council. 

14. Notwithstanding the commanders of our ships are, by the covenants 
in charterparty and the directions in their respective instructions, strictly 
enjoined and directed in their homeward bound voyage not to touch at any 
port whatsoever short of the Downes, except in cases of unavoidable danger 
or by particular directions ; yet they have in this respect of late, taken very 
great and unwarrantable liberties under various pretences, with a view only. 



13 DECEMBER 1765 


105 


i X 


I 

V ■ 


O 

?Xw 




'V 




^tj I 


U* \ii 




as we are well satisfied, to run their goods, and thereby defraud the King and 
the Company of their duties ; as we are determined to put a stop to this girdl- 
ing evil, a strict enquiry has been and will be continued to be made into the 
reasons of the several commanders putting into any ports short of the Downes ; 
and several of them arrived this season, are now actually under our censure, 
and in particular, Capt. Mitford of the Northumberland and his four first 
officers, are suspended the Company’s service, for not giving satisfactory reasons 
for putting into Plymouth ; and Capt. Pigou of the British King, and his three 
;'^S^^d;ffirst officers, are dismissed the service for disposing of large quantities of their 
I private trade at Lisbon, where the said ship touched to have the main mast 
repaired, which although in her situation it appears to have been a necessary 
V measure, it could by no means warrant their illegal proceedings, with respect 
their private trade. 

^ have thought it proper to give you the beforegoing notices, that 

j 'you may signif}^ the same to the commanders of all our homeward bound 
Y^sfejps, that they may have no pretence whatsoever for deviating from their 

^ charterparties and instructions in the beforementioned particulars. 

I 

16. When we recommended the ships bound to and from China to proceed 
to Pitt’s Passage, it was in a time of war with France, and we had in view 

erefore their better security from the enemy’s cruizers, and that such ships 
which through the unavoidable necessity of those times, could not be dispatch- 
4; ed in the proper seasons for making their passages in the usual track, might 
£ have some chance of succeeding in the other ; but as neither of these cases are 
^ now subsisting, and finding by experience the Pitt’s Passage is very hazardous, 
^ and that in general our ships from one accident or other have had their 
dj voyages greatly prolonged thereby, you are therefore in future to direct the 
commanders of any ships that may proceed from Bengal, to go in the usual 
track, and if any ships arrive at Bengal, too late for, or are by any accident 
prevented being dispatched the same season, we had much rather they should 
^ be detained until the following one, than be ordered to Pitt’s Track, unless in 
■J\ iL 0 very extraordinary cases, but then you are without fail to send them away as 
‘ early as possible ; we give similar orders to our other Presidencies with respect 
to the ships which may be forwarded from thence to Canton, as we also do to 
'^^our supra cargoes for their guidance in dispatching the ships from China. 

17. The following named gentlemen are our Council of Supra Cargoes for 
^managing the Company’s affairs in China the ensuing season vizt., Messrs. 

Thomas Fitzhugh, Henry Re veil, Hillary Torriano, Nathaniel Garland, 
William Mackenzie, Stephen Devisme, Francis Wood, Benjamin Torin, 
Thomas Smith, Robert John Harrison, William Rous and Thomas Bevan. 


V., 
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18. Messrs. Revell, Torriano, Wood, Torin and Harrison take their passage 
in the two ships bound directly to China, all the others are now there in 
pursuance of our orders last season. 

19. The several ships which are to be under the management of the said 
Council are the Fox or any other ship which shall be sent from Bombay to 
Canton in her stead in the year 1766, agreeable to our advices last season, and 
if one of the ships of last season consigned to the President and Council of 
Bombay, was likely to remain on their hands for want of a cargo home from 
thence, or any of our Presidencies, or could not be employed in such a manner 
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until the following season, so as to earn her full demorage at least, such ship 
also w^as directed to be sent to Canton, and the Har court was recommended 
for this service. The other ships which are to be under the management of 
the said Council are the twelve noted in the list under the 8th paragraph of 
this letter, vizt., the tw^o bound first to St. Helena, the six bound first to Fort 
St. George, the two direct China ships, and the two which are to call first 
upon the West Coast, also all such as shall arrive at Canton in 1766 from any 
of our settlements in India under the denomination of casual ships. The 
Osterley as has been already observed is intended for China in the year 1767, 
and will consequently fall under the direction of a succeeding set of supra 
cargoes. 

20. We have appointed Messrs. Fitzhugh, Revell, DeVisme, Torin, Smith, 
Rous and Bevan, our Resident Supra Cargoes at Canton for the year 1767 who 
are as usual to conduct and take charge of our affairs upon the departure of 
such of the beforementioned Council as are to leave China in the season of the 
year 1766, and before the arrival of those Supra Cargoes we shall appoint 
members for the succeeding Council. 

21. We continue the prohibition for our China ships calling at Batavia 
outward bound, and you are to notify the same to the commander or com- 
manders of any casual ship or ships which may be dispatched from your 
Presidency to Canton if any such shall happen to be sent. 

22. The principal articles of the intended export this season for our 
several Presidencies and China are nearly as hereunder mentioned vizt.. 

For Bengal 

Cloth 308 bales, long ells 45 bales, other piece goods 3 bales, silks 3 cases, 
lead 100 tons, copper 200 tons, iron 150 tons, steel 10 tons, gunpowder 400 
barrels of the usual weight, small arms 296 chests, Madeira wine 125 pipes 
and vidonia wine from one of the Canary Islands 75 pipes. All the said 
articles are divided in nearly equal proportions on the ships Britannidj Crut- 
tendenj Pigot and Lord Camdenj except the wines which go by the convey- 
ances hereafter noticed. For more explicit accounts of the beforementioned 
articles and the other consignments, you are referred to the several ships’ 
invoices, in providing whereof we have had a due attention to your indents, 
w^hich are complied with so far as we have judged really necessary. 

As your indent for woollens this season is small and we observe the remains 
^ clei ^tl^^le, we therefore now send you no more than 

about the quantity indented for as above mentioned. 

For Fort St. George 

Cloili 870 bales, long ells /5 bales, other piece goods 2 bales, velvets 2 cases, 
lead 100 tons, copper 310 tons, iron 200 tons, steel 8 tons, small arras 356 chests, 
gunpowder 667 barrels of sixty pounds each, Madeira wine 125 pipes and 
vidonia wine from one of the Canary Islands 75 pipes. The piece goods are 
divided in equal proportions on the ships Earl of Ashburnham, Neptune, 
Glutton and Lioness and all the other articles nearly so on the six China ships 
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bound first to Fort St. George excepting the wines which go by the conveyances 
hereafter noticed. 


For Bombay Presidency 
For Bombay market 

Cloth 1597 bales, long ells 300 bales, broad long ells 75 bales, other piece 
goods 7 bales and cases, lead 300 tons, copper 460 tons, iron 300 tons, steel 
50 tons, tin 20 tons, Madeira wine 50 pipes, gunpowder 240 barrels, small 
arms 262 chests. 


For Bussorah market 

Cloth 648 bales, 20 of which are of a French fabrick, long ells 200 bales 
of 10 pieces in each. 


For the Bushire market 

Cloth 710 bales, long ells 200 bales of 10 pieces in each, other piece goods 
3 bales, velvets 1 case containing 3 pieces. 

For the Scindy market 

Cloth 138 bales, long ells 32 bales, velvets 1 case containing 6 pieces. 

All the said several consignments are divided in nearly equal proportions 
on the six Bombay ships, except the wine, which all goes in the Speaker^ and 
except also 322 bales of cloth and 176 bales of long ells which for want of room 
in the said ships are laden in equal proportions on the Fort St. George ships 
Hampshire and Duke of Kingstoii, in order to be forwarded from thence to 
Bombay. The said bales are part of the assortment intended for the Bombay 
market. 


For Fort Marlborough 

Treasure 20 chests, iron 100 tons, dour 100 casks, beef and pork 30 half 
hogsheads of each, gunpowder 60 barrels, cordage 26 tons, ironmongers ware 
of several sorts 39 tons. 

All which articles go nearly in equal proportions on the two China ships 
Oound first to Fort Marlborough. 

We are well satisfied that over and above the several consignments from 
hence our said Presidency will be in want of many particulars from our 
settlements in India ; you are therefore agreeable to our repeated orders on 
this head to send such supplies thither as they shall stand in need of or 
indent for from time to time. 


For Canton 

Treasure about 308 chests, cloth 475 bales, also 9 cases of best superfine do., 
long ells 600 bales, camblets 35 bales, lead 1360 tons. 
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The treasure goes vizt., 60 chests on each of the two direct ships, 20 on 
each of the six Coast and China and the two St. Helena ships, and 14 on 
each of the West Coast ships. 

The bales and cases are equally divided on the two direct China ships. 

The lead goes in the following manner vizt., on each of the two St. Helena 
ships 150 tons, on each of the two Bencoolen ships 150 tons, on each of the 
six Coast ships '60 tons, on each of the two direct China ships 200 tons. 

23. Among other articles of our export you will observe there are 125 
pipes of Madeira wine to be consigned to you on the Briiannia. As these 
wines were purchased last season under directions to our correspondents 
for their being the best the island produced and have lain by in their ware- 
houses ever since, we hope and expect they will prove good ; however, you 
are to give us a full account of their quality, condition of the casks, leakage, 
stowage and whatever else may be worthy of our information, that w^e may 
be satisfied how our said correspondents have complied with our orders, and 
be enabled to make the owners answerable for leakage by bad stowage if any 
such shall appear upon a survey to be taken upon them at Fort William 
as usual. 

24. Having reason to believe vidonia wine will be very proper to be sent 
to the East Indies and in a great measure if not altogether answer as well 
as that from Madeira, we have therefore ordered the Pigot to take in at Sancta 
Cruz in Tenerieffe one of the Canary Islands 150 pipes, each to guage full 115 
gallons for which we are to pay ten pounds sterling a pipe including the casks 
with ten iron hoops thereon and all charges on board, one moiety of which 
is to be consigned to your Presidency and the other to the President and 
Council at Fort St. George ; as they are to be provided at two distinct houses 
they are to be shipped as follows vizt., 

By Mr. John Collogan 50 pipes for Fort St. George and 50 for Bengal. 

By Messrs. Commyns 

Brothers and Powers 25 do. 25 do. 

For the particulars of the said 75 pipes for your Presidency, we refer you 
to the invoices and bills of lading and advices our said correspondents are to 
transmit to you by the Pigot, from whom also you will receive by our direc- 
tions, certificates of the gauge and condition of the casks under their hands 
and of the captain or his officers in like manner as is practiced with the Madeira 
wine. The casks are also to be burnt with an iron near the bung with the 
Company's mark, and the marks of each house are to be on their respective 
casks. These precautions will enable you to send us an account of the condi- 
tion, quantities and qualities of the wines you receive from each house, which 
together with a survey of their stowage on board are to be sent us by the first 
opportunity. 

25. You are hereby positively directed to put up all the said vidonia wine 
consigned to you at public sale, except what is to be sent to Fort Marlborough 
as undermentioned, and send us an exact account of the amount of each lot 
or pipe ; you are likewise to give us your opinion how it is esteemed and what 
quan tides may be annually disposed of. And as we are very desirous of 
introducing the use of it in the East Indies, you are to take every measure that 
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may facilitate the same, and we shall as a further trial send vou the same 
¥ «' 

quantity die next season. 

26. You are without fail to send to Fort Marlborough out of the parcels 
of wine consigned to you, four pipes of Madeira and four pipes of vidonia 
by the first good conveyance that offers. The President and Council at Fort 
St. George are dhected also to send thither the same quantity out of what goes 
consigned to them. 

27. It is with particular satisfaction we observe your attention to that 
important branch of our commerce, the China trade, by sending such supplies 
from time to time as have in conjunction with our Presidency of Fort St. 
George prevented and we hope will prevent any of our ships lying by the walls 
there, not only those of the season of 1764 but also those of the following year, 
yet we mmt observe that had your assistance by the Argo man of war been 
transmitted by an earlier conveyance, it would have proved much more 
effectual. We have in our letter of the 21st November 1764 laid it down as a 
standing rule, until you have orders to the contrary, to have this object con- 
stantly in view% and we shall accordingly depend upon your having in 
compliance therewith, as well as of the assurances in your letter of the 27th 
of September 1764, continued such efforts as will enable you to send as large 
a supply of money and goods as can be conveniently spared from the invest 
ment and expences of your Presidency, and this we shall expect and depend 
upon, notwithstanding the considerable consignments made by us to our 
China Council both the last and the present season. 

28. The directions we gave last season were that no ships under the 
description of a casual one be sent to Canton on any pretence whatsoever, 
unless she could have a cargo to the amount of twenty thousand pounds at 
least, consigned on her to our China Council. We now direct that no casual 
ship be sent thither, without having a cargo to the amount of thirty thousand 
pounds at least. 

29. It being necessary for tlie fortifications, works and buildings at 
St. Helena to be repaired and many new ones constructed, and which are now 
carrying on by a skilful engineer, under the direction of the Governour and 
Council, we have directed them to apply to you, our other Presidencies, and 
China Council, for any supplies of materials of use for those purposes, which 
can be procured and can be laden on our returning ships, consistently with 
the room that can be spared, after the intended cargoes for England are 
provided for ; you are therefore in case of such application from our said 
Governour and Council to comply with their indents as far as lays in your 
power. 

30. As the Governour and Council at St, Helena will from the additional 
number of slaves they have lately been supplied with, be in want of more 
provisions than drey have usually received from our Presidencies, you are 
therefore to encrease your consignments of rice on each ship to double the 
quantity you have generally sent, and as we are sensible, by those means you 
will exceed the stipulated charterparty tonnage of five tons on each ship, you 
are to inform the respective commanders, that we will pay their owners here 
half freight for such exceedings, being the same freight we allow for the said 
five tons, with respect to the other stores and necessaries they are to be sent 
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as usual without diminution, agreeable to the annual indents forwarded to you 
by our said Governour and Council. This order is to continue in force until 
YOU are informed to the contrary either from us or from our said Cover- 
nour and Council. 

31. We take this earliest opportunity of transmitting to you the list of 
the investment to be made at your Presidency the ensuing season, to which 
you are to give all due attention and obedience, not only with respect to the 
quantities of the goods therein ordered, but likewise the qualities, and such 
remarks as are made for your information and guidance. But if you can 
encrease the quantities so far as to give as full ladings as possible to the several 
ships you may have to provide for, it will be of signal use to the Company and 
we shall confide in your best endeavours for this purpose. 

32. It being now' a time of peace and consequently the demand for salt- 
petre much short of what it has been for several years past, and as we have 
at this time a very large quantity undisposed of, adding thereto what we shall 
most probably receive by the ships of next season, it is necessary to lessen the 
importation thereof, as far as may be prudently done : for this purpose, all 
the Coast and Bay and Bombay ships taken up this season carry whole kintlage 
in iron ; consequently no more saltpetre is to be laden on them than for want 
of bale goods will make up the tonnage they are let for to the Company, 
according to their respective charterparties, unless the commanders will agree 
to take in more as surplus tonnage at the low^ freight. 

33. The annual demand for saltpetre at our sales, wuth the 500 tons 
we are obliged by the Company’s charter to supply the Government wuth, 
amounting together to 2000 tons, it is our meaning that the ships of each 
season from whatever Presidency they are dispatched, should all together 
bring home as nearly as may be to the amount of the said 2000 tons, rather 
over than under. We give you this information that you may take the earliest 
opportunities of concerting the necessary measures with our Presidencies of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, and that you in particular may regulate your 
conduct accordingly, with respect not only to the quantity to be laden on each 
ship to be dispatched home from Bengal, but also as to what is to be sent to 
our other Presidencies. 

34. We must further remark to you that the Scindy petre received from 
Bombay, is so bad in quality, as well as of an extravagant price, we last season 
gave directions that no more should be sent us, unless it could be brought 
nearly to the fineness and price of that from your Presidency, so that it is 
more than probable no more Scindy petre will be sent us, and consequently 
the whole of the beforementioned 2000 tons will be Bengal petre. 

35. We have chosen and appointed the under named young gentlemen 
writers upon your establishment, who are to take rank in the order they are 
here mentioned vizt., John Fitzherbert, WiUiam Nixon, William Hosea, 
Thomas Pattle, Shearman Bird, Robert Howitt, Matthew Dawson, John 
Gordon Hahburton, Henry Revell Junr., John Lawson Nicholson, Anthony 
Bennett Goodlad, John Lloyd Booth, William Makepeace Thackeray, Francis 
Stoddart, John Hogarth, Thomas Crosley Cooke, William Redfearn, William 
Pawson, Robert Ray, Robert Colvill, Suetonius Grant Heady, Edward Ritson 
and Samuel Mitchell. The ships they proceed in will be notified to you by 
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lists in the respective packets ; you are as usual immediately on their arrival 
to make an enquiry whether they met with proper treatment in their passage 
and advise us thereof. 

36. William Hosea and Robert Howitt, two of the abovementioned 
writers being, as we are informed, resident at Bengal you are to give them 
notice of such their appointment and thev are to execute the covenants en- 
closed in the Britannia’s packet which are afterwards to be returned to us by 
the first opportunity that shall offer. 

37. Being well satisfied that the large supply of writers sent you last 
season, and appointed this as beforemen tioned, will if properly looked after, 
be fully and we apprehend more than sufficient in addition to the rest of the 
covenant servants upon your establishment, for every service in the civil 
department. We shall therefore depend upon your constant care and attention 
in employing in the several stations, not only the writers, but all other our 
covenant servants in such a manner, that the Company may have the utmost 
benefit of their services, and if any of them are negligent or in any respect 
misbehave, you are to rebuke and admonish them whenever you see necessary 
and if that will make no good impression on them, such unprofitable and 
useless servants are then to be forthwith sent to England. 

38. Considering from wdiat we have observed that our covenant servants 
will with great ease be able to carry on every branch of our civil service, it is 
therefore absolutely necessary, and we accordingly positively direct, that the 
orders in our letter last season of the 21st November be punctually complied 
with for discharging all monthly wniters, as there can be no pretence for re- 
taining them any longer ; we do not mean, however, that you should discharge 
such as are assisting in the translation of foreign and country languages but 
even in this case no more are to be retained at any time than are immediately 
and absolutely necessary. 

39. We have permitted Mr. Thomas Peiarce, one of the writers for Fort 
St. George, to proceed first to Bengal to settle some family concerns, where his 
stay is not to exceed six months ; he is then forthwith to take passage at his 
own expence for his station on the Fort St. George establishment, on the first 
conveyance that offers, and you wdll take care that he complies wdth the terms 
of our said permission accordingly. 

40. The names of the several persons who have our permission to pro- 
ceed to and reside in the East Indies as free merchants, in the seafaring way 
or otherwise are and will be sent to you in the several packets, as usual signed 
by our Secretary. 

41. The like is done with respect to such persons as we permit to pro- 
ceed to India in the quality of surgeons, who are to be provided for in the 
Company’s service, if found deserving at any of our settlements after those 
who have been already recommended, if any such there are. 

42. We also send you in the several ships’ packets lists of the names of 
the young gentlemen who are to be cadets upon your establishment, and we 
direct that they be promoted in the order they are therein ranked if they 
behave well. 

43. Mr. Samuel Bartholomew Case, a writer upon your establishment, 
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who you permitted to come to England on account of his bad state of health, 
and recommending him for his good behaviour to be reinstated in the service, 
if his health would permit his return, being now recovered, proceeds to his 
station in one of the ships of this season ; he is accordingly upon his arrival 
to take rank in the same manner as if he had not come to England. 

44. Finding upon examination of the returns from your Presidency, as 
likewise those from Fort St. George and Bombay, that the number of commis- 
sion officers at each very considerably exceeds the respective establishments, we 
are come to a resolution to send out none this season, and especially as there 
is no occasion for any to proceed with the recruits hereaftermentioned, 
the number on each ship not requiring a commission officer to take care 
of them in their passage, as has been the case for some seasons past, when 
the ships carried such large numbers as rendered a measure of that kind 

necessary. 

¥ 

45. In the several ships of this season bound to the Coast and Bay, we 
send out about eight hundred recruits, with a proportionate number of 
sergeants and corporals, which we are of opinion will be fully sufficient to 
keep up the several corps agreeable to yours and the Madrass establishments. 

46. By the lists in the several ships packets you will observe that part 
of the said recruits are intended for your Presidency ; they are accordingly 
upon their arrival, to be incorporated in the several corps where they are most 
wanted. 

47. We are to inform you likewise that the ships bound to Bombay will 
carry thither about four hundred and eighty recruits with sergeants and cor- 
porals in proportion, which number will not only be sufficient for the Presi- 
dency, but part thereof may be spared and draughted off for Bengal or Fort 
St. George, if either or both those Presidencies shall have occasion for them, 
and we give the necessary orders accordingly to our President and Council 
of Bombay. 

48. Notwithstanding what is mentioned in the 46th paragraph, if the 
proportion of the recruits intended for Fort St. George should be more imme- 
diately wanted in Bengal, we have directed all or any part of them to be 
forwarded to you from Fort St. George accordingly. On the other hand if 
it shall happen that the situation of our affairs upon the Coast may render it 
absolutely and really necessary for the general interest of the Company and 
not otherwise to stop any of the recruits designed for Bengal they are per- 
mitted, during such exigency only, to detain so many of them as may be 
wanted, provided as before observed, they shall not be more immediately 
wanted at your Presidency. 

49. As we have frequently laid it down as a rule that our several 
Presidencies are to give each other every mutual assistance to the utmost 
of their power, w^e now recommend this object to your constant particular 
care and attention, and as in all probability you may want that assistance more 
than the others, we have strongly recommended it to Fort St. George that as 
far as circumstances there can possibly admit every application for assistance 
be complied with, that shall be made by you to the President and Council 
there, and the Presidency of Bombay have the like orders. 
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50. The clandestine trade carried on bv the commanders and officers of 


the Company’s ships in their outward bound voyages, particularly in woollen 
goods, iron, lead, copper, great guns, small arms, shot and other military 
stores, is not only greatly to interfere with, and prejudice the trade, which 
ought to be most inviolably reseiwcd to the Company, but likewise in [isj being 
the means of furnishing the country powers with arms, which we have too 
much reason to believe has been, and niav be turned against the Company, 
and contribute to keep up the troubles wirich we have been so long struggling 
with in the several parts of India. In order to put an end to dicsc injurious 
and illegal practices, w^e arc taking every possible method to find out the 
persons guilty of them, so as besides dismission from our service, wx may be 
enabled to proceed against them with the utmost rigour of the law^ and as w'e 
are thus determined, we shall expect and positively dhect, that you give all 
the aid and assistance in your power, by strictly observing and carrying into 
execution all our orders and directions on this head, particularly those of last 
season. And we now^ ghx you to understand, that if you do not faithfully, 
diligently and strictly comply with them, you will most certainly incur our 
highest displeasure- We cannot help expressing ourselves in this strong manner, 
as hitherto you have been totally negligent of, or inattentive to, this material 
part of your duty, and notwithstanding what you say in vour letter of the 
26th November 1764 with respect to the Caernai'vony we cannot help thinking 
you might, if you had been inclined, have made some discovery of the private 
trade you wxre acquainted, wx wxre informed, w^as on board that ship, by 
entering upon such an „ examination of the captains, officers, ship’s company 
or others as might have in some measure answered the purpose. 


51. To the directions which have been already given, wx are to add, 
that as you are in general to cause the strictest care to be taken upon the 
delivery of every ship by such ways and means, and with such assistance as 
you shall judge most effectual, to get an exact information of all the private 
trade landed or on board ; but you are in particular to be more attentive to 
such ships in which you have any informations from us, or from any other 
person or persons whatsoever, any unlicensed goods may have been taken in, 
and if you find it necessary, you are to examine in the most solemn manner 
upon oath, all and every passenger in such ship, whether in our service or 
other ways, as to the receipt on board, or delivery from the ship, of any 
goods whatsoever during the course of the voyage, and if any of them shall 
refuse to answer, let an account of their names be transmitted to us, that 
the proper notice may be taken of them. The captain and officers are likewise 
to be examined, but not upon oath ; you are to send us by the first proper 
'conveyance full and true accounts of all your proceedings, in which you are 
very particularly to mention and describe the several contraband goods that 
shall be found in such ship or ships, with the names of the proprietors thereOi’, 
and every other information, that may enable us to deal with die offenders 
in a suitable manner. 


52. We have dismissed from the Company’s service, Capt. Richard Lewin, 
Commander of die Vansittart^ for taking on board in Madeira Road, a large 
quantity of iron, cannon, military stores, cloth and other illicit articles from 
a vessel which sailed from England for that purpose, and although it does not 
appear that his officers had any interest in the said clandestine trade, we have 
Vol. IV->8 
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given them a very severe reprimand for refusing through the influence of 
Captain Lewin to acquaint us of what they knew of this transaction. We 
shall have proceeded further, had they not at last humbly acknowledged 
themselves sensible of their error, and given us the strongest assurances of 
never giving the Company any occasion to find fault with their future 
conduct. 

53. John Rogers, Chief Mate of the ship Caernarvon^ having been found 
guilty of taking in on his own account at Madeira, six casks containing each 
one bale, and two small boxes of cloth, we have likewise dismissed him from 
the Company’s service. 

54. Having received certain information that one hundred bales and cases 
of cloth were taken on board the Hector in April last ofl Plymouth, but out 
of sight of land, from a sloop which followed the ship from the river 
Thames for that purpose, we have directed our President and Council at Fort 
St. George to send Captain Edmund Massey who commanded the said ship 
to England, but should he be at your Presidency upon the receipt of this, 
or at any time afterwards, you are hereby ordered and directed to send or 
cause him to be sent to England without fail, and as soon after the receipt 
of this as possible. 

55. With respect to the following named officers of the said ship Hector 
if any of them shall be on the receipt of this or at any time afterwards 
at Bengal vizt., Thomas Johnston, chief mate, Francis Barford, second mate, 
Henry Kent, third mate, George Pack, fourth mate, Richard Penny, gunner 
and John McCaba boatswain, you are to examine them in the strictest manner, 
if our President and Council at Fort St. George should not have done it, and 
if you find any one or more of them had any property or concern in the 
beforementioned illicit goods, you are to send home such person or persons 
likewise to England by the first conveyances ; if on the contrary it shall 
appear to your satisfaction that they had no property or concern therein, we 
permit of their staying in India. But as the said goods could not have been 
received aboard without their knowledge, and if they have made no discovery 
to you, you are in our name to reprimand them in the severest manner for 
such neglect to the Company. 

56. We have many other informations before us and we shall proceed 
against such persons who have or shall appear to be concerned in such illicit 
u-ade with the utmost rigour as observed in the 50th paragraph. 

57. Notwithstanding the Britannia is consigned to you, we have ordered 
Captain Rous, after leaving Madeira, to proceed first and make the best of 
his way to Fort St. George, to deliver our packet directed to our President and 
Council there, and to give them an opportunity of taking out all or any of 
the military recruits on board the said ship, if they arc more wanted at that 
Presidency than in Bengal, in doing which we have directed them to be as 
expeditious as possible, and then to give Captain Rous orders to proceed 
without loss of time to Fort William. 

58. We have acquainted our President and Council at Fort St. George 
that if It shall be more for the Company s interest to forward the said recruits 
to Bengal, or any number the ship can carry in addition to them, they are to 
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do so accordingly, in which case ]ikc\\isc the ship is to be dispatched as before 
directed with the utmost expedition. 

59. Being informed that several of the commanders now outward bound 
had considerable quantities of iron on board theh respective ships, over and 
above what we had given leave for, upon examining into the same, they 
acknowdedged that the following quantities had been laden vizt., 


Laden Of w^hich Victualling Exceeding 
allovred bill 



Tons 

Cwt. qr. 

lb. 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons Cwt. qr. 

lb 

On the Britannia 

41 

12 

2 

7 

20 

4 

17 

13 2 

7 

„ „ Glatton 

20 

11 — 

26 

8 

4 

8 

11 — 

26 

,, ,, Neptune 

„ „ Earl of 

55 

2 — 

7 

16 

4 

35 

9 

ut 

7 

Ashburnham 

26 

8 

3 

27 

15 

4 

i 

8 3 

27 

„ „ Hafjipshire 

49 

— — 

— 

20 

4 

25 

— — 

— 

„ „ Lioness 

45 

13 

9 

16 

14/^ 

4 

27 

3 2 

16 


Tons 120 19 1 27 [ 5 / 0 ] 


60. The said several commanders assured us that they gave their 
tradesmen orders for the quantities only which they were allowed to carry 
out, and that they did not know of the exceedings until the Company’s 
orders were given to make the enquiry ; how^ever, upon considering every 
circumstance of this transaction, and in order to prevent the like practices in 
future, we have taken for die Company’s use the whole quantities of non 
shipped as abovementioned ; excepting only the four tons allow^ed for each 
ship on the victualling bill, and the same are added to the said ships invoices 
accordingly vizt., that by the Britannia is consigned to your Presidency and all 
the other parcels to Fort St. George. 

61. Although we have retained all the iron as above observed on the 
Company’s account yet as the said commanders acknowledged their offence, 
we have been so indulgent as to pay them here the prime cost of the quantities 
we had respectively allowed them ; the amounts of all the rest are forfeitures 
to the Company as illicit trade ; in a word, die w'hole quantity of iron on 
board each ship, excepting as before observed what is allowed on the victualling 
bill, belongs to the Company. 

62. Besides the said forfeitures we have severely reprimanded the said 
several commanders, and acquainted them, that if they should in future be 
guilty of anything of a similar nature or concerned in any illicit trade, 
they must expect to meet with our highest resentment. 

63. Although we say as above that all the iron aboard the said ships 
except what is allowed on the victualling bill belongs to the Company, we 
must add, that what any of the officers are licenced to carry is also to be 
excepted, the amount of which will appear in the respective manifests, and is 
to serve for vour guide with respect to the ship Britannia. 
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64. You must send us foi our information a full and particular account 
of all the iron landed from the said ship Britannia. 


Wc are. 

Your Loving Friends, 

H. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / Thos. 
Rous / Robt. Jones / J. Purling / George 
Cuming/John Harrison/Fredk. Pigou/ 
Heny. Savage/ John Stephenson/Edwd. 
Wheler / Wm. Webber / Thos. Saun- 
ders / F. W. Barrington / J. Creswicke / 
Charles Chambers /J. Pardoe/Hen. Had- 
London, ley / Luke Scrafton / Cha. Cutts j John 

13th December 1765. Roberts/Jos. Du Pre/E. H. Cruttenden. 
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LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1765 

Civil servants above the rank of writers ordered to attend kotha in rotation 
— ynemorials not to he erected without prior approval — observations on accounts 
of revenues in Burdwan province — deplore extraordinary expenses of Burdwan 
Residency — directions regarding Chittagong port and province — object to 2^% 
taken by servants from the zemmdars of Midnapore and Raja of Burdwan — 
directions regardmg coinage and currency — method of appomting Resident at 
Burdwan — abolitio7i of double batta. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We have already writ to you under date of the 13th instant by the 
ships Britamiiuj Glatton, Earl of Ashburnham and Neptune. Our said letter 
contained several general informations and directions which were necessary 
for your immediate notice. In this letter we shall make such additions thereto 
as have since occurred to us, and proceed under the usual heads to make 
our observations upon your several transactions as they stand in your General 
Letters and registers in the Publick Department, received in the course of this 
season, reserving what relates to the Separate Department for a distinct letter, 
which you will now also receive, bearing even date with this. 

2. Having in the last paragraph of our letter of the 15th February 1765 
observed to you that although the animadversions made in the course thereof 
upon the several transactions at your settlement were addressed as usual to the 
President and Council, they were not to be understood to afEect any persons 
who were not members at the time of such transactions, otherwise than as 
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cautions and directions for your conducting the Company's affairs in future, 
you are to understand we mean the same with respect to the several matters 
which are taken up in this and our Separate Letter mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph. 


First of shipping 


3. We have already given our approbation of the provision you made 
for China, but though the Argo frigate of war was a good opportunity of 

Lre. from 6th Fe- conveying the treasure thither, yet so great a risk as near 
bry 1764 Pa. 9. [26 £1,20,000 on one ship should be avoided in future, unless 

ODnsuhs^'^^^'^nd & cases of absolute necessity. However, your sending a pilot 
25th Octr. vessel to go with her through the Islands, or even to China, 

if necessary, was a measure that meets with our approbation. But we cannot 
say the same with respect to the allowance of three and an half per cent freight 
to the commander of the Argo frigate for carrying the said treasure which we 
think was an extravagant premium, especially as we have never given more 
than two and an half per cent on silver which has been sent from hence 
to India on His Masjesty’s ships. We therefore expect to have your reasons for 
making such a large allowance. 

4. The ship Calcutta we observe carried 5000 bags of saltpetre to Bombay 
which arc only about 334 tons. If you had no more saltpetre or other goods 

f '^6tli sent there on our account, notice should have been 

Nov.^’l76rPara' 77 given for letting the remainder on freight that her charter- 


6 th Febry. 
Para 7. 


1765 


party tonnage might have been completed. It is a very 
great, and has of late been a very frequent neglect of 
our interest to suffer ships to sail so far short of their proper tonnage, and 
you must therefore sec that this is carefully attended to and prevented 
in future. 


5. We have considered that part of your General Letter of the 27th 
September 1764 together with your Consultations on the 26th March and 2nd 
April preceding with regard to the loss of the ship Winchelsea^ and upon the 
whole we are of opinion you were highly blameable in permitting Captain 
Howe her commander to come to England before you made an enquiry 
into the said loss, also for not going into an examination of that affair your- 
selves instead of referring it to the consideration of Messrs. Scott, Keble and 
Wedderburne. We also cannot help remarking that notwithstanding Cap- 
tain Howe left his second and fourth mates at Bengal, it does not appear that 
either of those officers, or any other persons, were examined excepting 
the pilot- 

6. And as we agree in opinion with you that the loss of the abovementioned 
ship was principally owing to the pilot, Thomas Grant, his not keeping the 
sloop ordered to attend her in a proper station when the ship was under sail, 
your dismissing him the service was a very right measure ; but as we have 
had an extreme good character of his knowledge and abilities as a pilot, we 
are not desirous of entirely losing him ; we therefore leave it to you to reinstate 
him if you have no good reasons, from any instances, to the contrary. How- 
ever, you are to give him in such case the necessary cautions for his future 
conduct. 
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7. It is matter of surprize to us, that the sloops built at Chittagong should 
have cost nearly the same as those built at Bombay, considering how much 

cheaper labour must be in so plentiful a country as the 
former. And it is to be further remarked, that the Pegue 
' ’ ships built on that coast, were never deemed equally service- 

able with those of Bombay. That we may be enabled to form a judgement 
whether it may be wurth while to encourage building vessels at Chittagong, 
we w^ould have you send us in as particular a manner as possible, the prices of 
timber, and all other the materials made use of for that purpose, the wages 
paid to workmen, and every expence whatsoever, together with all such obser- 
vations as mav tend to our information in this matter. 


Secondly of goods fro7n Europe or from one part of India to another 

8. As w^e are apprehensive that a large quantity of lead being put up to 
sale may be productive of inconveniencies from part being converted into shot 
by the country powers, and as so large a quantity as 300 tons was consigned 
to you last year, w^e have therefore ordered only 100 tons to be sent you this 
season and we w^ould have you reserve a sufficient quantity for your own 
use before you put any part up to sale. 

9. Your indent for military stores is uncommonly great notwithstanding 
the remains of those stores are very considerable, you must therefore be 
extremely careful not to indent in future for more than are absolutely necessary. 
Your marine indent is likewise to an extraordinary amount, and so little care 
seems to have been taken in proportioning the demands to your wants that 
w^e apprehend very little attention has been paid to drawing out your indents, 
and that you have neglected to observe our repeated orders of having at such 
times the accounts of remains before you. These considerations together with 
the w^ant of room in our ships, are the occasion of your indents being much 
curtailed. We have nevertheless taken particular care to send you the 6000 
musquets desired in your last indent and also completed the deficiency in that 
article of last vear. 

10. That we may be the better enabled to judge what stores to order, 
the marine indents must in future express in separate columns what propor- 
tion of each article is designed for the Company’s use and what for sale, and 
you are to assign your reasons in the indents for desiring any particular 
article. 

11. Your account of remains is imperfect in the article of canvas, the 
whole quantity remaining being set down in one sum, instead of describing the 
quantity of each number, and which we would have done in future. You must 
also particularize the separate number of each different sort of flints whether 
for musquets, carbines or pistols. 

12. As the hats you indent for would take up much room in our ships, 
and it has not been usual for the Company to provide them, the captains 
must continue to furnish themselves from private persons as they have hitherto 
done. 

13. In regard to the 5000 pair of shoes desired for the military, as they 
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appear to us very essential for the preservation of our soldiers’ healths, we have 
ordered 3000 pair being as manv as could be conveniently sent in the ships. 

14. We have complied with your indents for books for the use of the 
church and for the utensils for the mint. 

15. We are pleased to observe your attention in affording supplies to our 
settlements upon the West Coast, and wt recommend it to you not to neglect 
any favourable opportunities of continuing the same. 


Thirdly of invesUnents 


16. On your Consultation of the 17th May we see with great concern 
that you suspended purchasing the investments of Dacca and Cossimbuzar and 
even ordered down two lacks of rupees from the former. And here we cannot 
but observe that your diverting the funds destined for the investment to the 
support of the war was distressing us in our most essential interest. 


17. We observe with pleasure that Mr. De La Porte has been sent to 
make the tour of the aiinings and hope the experience he will thereby acquire 

will qualify him to be of service to us under the Export 
Lre. from 26th Warehouse Keeper at the Presidency ; and as the knowledge 
Cons.' 30th Octr. various manufacturers is so essensial a qualification 

in all our servants, we direct that all of them above the 
station of writers be ordered to attend the cottaJi in rotation. 


18. We recommend it to you as an object worth your earnest attention 
to turn the channel of the investment as much as you can into our own pro- 
vinces which will make our money circulate wdthin ourselves and return to 
us in our revenues. 


19. We wrote you very fully last year on the subject of the complaints 
made here by the Dutch on the obstructions they had met with in their opium 
trade of which we expect a particular account firom you. Your Consultations 
mention an agreement between the Dutch and you respecting this trade, copy 
of which ought to have stood on your registers and in similar cases must not 
be neglected in future. We have only to add that you should early in the 
year order the quantity of opium you may require for the Company, and till 
that is provided, no purchases are to be made by our servants on their private 
account. 


Fourthly concerning the country government , Europea?! pozvers and the 

trade of India 

20. We are very glad you have had no disputes of a publick nature with 
the Dutch. As all foreign nations will be jealous of our growing power, you 
should take great care not to encroach on their rights or give them just cause 
of offence. At the same time the like attention must be had to the just rights 
and privileges of the Company in any of your transactions with their represen- 
tatives, observing however, all the moderation that is due to the friendship 
at present subsisting between our respective sovereigns. 
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21. What further relates to this head, will be taken notice of in our 
letter to you upon the business of the Separate Department. 


Fifthlx of fortifications^ buildings and revenues 


22. Captain Fleming Martins account of the fortifications at your 
Presidency in his letter of the 26th Noyember 1764 alarms us much, and we 
are surprised such a letter should have passed through your hands without 
any observations thereon, and until we receive such remarks, can only make 
this general observation — that such errors as may have been committed in 
the original plan cannot now be altered. We must depend upon your attention 
to remedy any apparent defects in the present works and particularly to guard 
against the encroachment of tire River, and you arc not to suffer our Engineer 
to proceed on any thing material without your express approbation, and your 
reasons for such approbation. 

23. With respect to Captain Martin’s request for having the rank of 
Major and the office of Superintendant of making Bricks, acquaint him that he 
must remain contented with the agreement he made with us on his first 
appointment, which we then thought, as w^e do now\ a very handsome pia) vision 
for him. 


24. Having received a letter from the said Captain Martin dated the 1st 
December 1764, which does not appear to have been laid before you, and 
being a very extraordinary one, wt send you a copy of it for your information 
and to send us the necessary observations thereon. And w^e think it here 
proper to lay down as an invariable rule, that whatever remarks any of our 
servants may have to make on the Company’s affairs they be first addressed to 
the Governor and Council, that at the same time w'e may have your sentiments 
and remarks upon them. 


25. In confidence that your recommendation of Captain Anthony Policr 
to be our head engineer at your settlement in case of a vacancy is founded on 
T r ample proof of his abilities for so important an 

Novr. 1764 Para. 36. ^^dertaking, we leave it to you if Captain Martin declines 

our service upon the terms we agreed upon with him when 
he went out, to appoint Captain Polier our Chief Engineer in his room, and 
in such case Captain Martin must be sent to England by the first conveyance. 


26. In your Consultation of the 9th February 1764 you mention Captain 
Lewis Felix Du Gloss who came with the detachment from Bombay being 
entertained as a Captain Engineer. But his appointment not appearing cither 
in any of your letters or lists of that corps, we cannon avoid reminding you of 
this instance of irregularity ; and you are to give us your reasons in a very 
particular manner for this appointment. 


2/. We find by your Consultation of the 23rd July 1764 that you have 
t^en Mr. John Fortnom into the service as a Civil Architect and soon after 
his arrival, doubled his pay. The office appears necessary but we do not 
approve^ of doubling his pay before his services could have merited it. You 
are to glte us your reasons for so doing, and we lay it down as a rule that you 
arc to make no extraordinary allowances without our consent. 





Mir Jafar’s Diwauhliana at Jafarganj 
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28. As we disapprove of the office of Superintendant of the Bricks, we 

^ therefore direct on the receipt of this that yon abolish it. 
This branch we would have fall within the duty of the 
Committee of Works ; and our engineer and his assistants 
must see that the Company are well served. 

29. We would have you postpone building the church at your Presidency 

^ ^ i^he accommodation for the servants, barracks for the 

17^4 soldiers and every other building of conseauencc is 

compleated. 

30. We do not conceive the propriety of erecting a new council room, 
as the new buildings in the Fort, wffiere all the Company’s business is to be 

^ earned on must soon be built. The objection you make to 

2^54 the present room for its being contiguous to the publick 

offices appears very singular, as in our opinion it should be 
in the centre of the offices, that recourse may be had to the papers more 
readily. 

31. As we do not think you have given sufficient reasons for making the 
new post of Surveyor of the Publick Roads with the salary annexed of rupees 

180 per month, we therefore direct that Mr. William Altham 
1754 ^^' Novr. longer continued in that employ and that the said 

post be abolished until the utility thereof more fully 
appears. Nor is a free merchant at any time to be taken into the Company’s 
pay unless there be the most evident necessity for so doing. 

32. Although wc wDuld ever be thought to entertain a just sense of the 
merit of those who have bravely suffered in our service, yet wx do not approve 
of your erecting any monuments or memorials of such without first having 
transmitted us an estimate of the expence thereof and obtained our leave 
for that purpose. And here we must express our surprize that you took 
such a measure in regard to the monuments you ordered on the 18th June and 
10th September 1764 to be put up for xA.dmiral Watson, the sufferers at Patna, 
and Major Adams, and direct that you send us plans and inscriptions thereof 
wdth an account of the expence incurred thereby. 

33. We observe in your Consultation of the 12th March 1764 another house 
bought for the Nabob ; we expect you give us your reasons for this extra- 
ordinary expence, and direct that you buy no more houses for the Company 
as w^e suppose the buildings in the New Fort will soon be ready. 

34. The followung observations have occurred to us from the perusal of 
your Consultations and the several accounts relative to our revenues. 

35. By the cash account of the Burdwan province from June 1762 to June 
1763, it appears that the cutcherry receipts for that period were sicca rupees 
44,70,324-10-0. By Consultation 4th May 1762, it should appear, that our ser- 
vants did not interfere in the collection of the Rajah's^ own estate, wRich by the 
account then given in, is rated at rupees 5,73,142. If we err in this statement, 
it is from your manner of representing it : if not, then the sum total collected in 
one year was 50,43,466-13-10 besides 1,46,000 begas of land reserved for the 
support of tw^enty nine thousand servants. 
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0£ the above sum there were paid into our treasury 35,09,524-7-10. 
Other disbursements were: — 


An interest bond 
Charity . . 

Rajah’s troops 
Rajah’s expences 
Banians wages . 
Charges general 
Charges Residency 
Roads and bridges 


Rupees 
35,500- 0- 0 
2,500- 0- 0 
3,95,363-12- 0 
2,45,207- 1- 5 
30,697- 4- 0 
15,038- 6-10 
53,227- 0- 0 
37,756- 0- 0 


8,15,439- 7-15 \sic] 

Balance in the cutcherry 45,360-14- 5 

Rajah’s estate collected loy his own servants . . 5,73,142- 0- 0 

Rupees 50,43,466-13-10 

In the following year the receipts under the same 


head are 48,95,475-14- 4 

Of which the Company receive 34,73,301- 3-10 

Disbursements 14,22,174-10-14 


Rupees 48,95,475-14- 4 

From this it evidently appears there are fourteen to fifteen lacks of rupees 
collected annually more than the Company receive, which has led us to remark 
on the several disbursments, 

36. In Consultation of the 23rd May 1761, Mr. Sumner is directed to pay 
the arrears of the Rajah’s troops and to discharge all but a proper retinue ; 
yet in 1763, the charge for troops retained is more than a lack of rupees. We 
desire to know why the order for the reduction of the troops was not complied 
with, and we see no reason why this expence was not entirely struck off and the 
province defended by our own troops. 

37. The charge for the Rajah’s own expences for 1762 is rupees 2,18,657-5-0 
and in 1763 is rupees 2,61,269-0-0 which as far as we can understand is exclusive 
of the income of his own estate valued at rupees 5,73,142-0-0. 

38. Though a due regard should be had to any agreement which might 
have been made with the Nabob, or with the Rajah, respecting his support 
and authority in the province at the time it was assigned over to us, yet we 
think if he has really such an allowance made him exclusive of the income 
of his own estate, it is too great a burthen on the province. And with this 
evidence before you, we cannot think you considered our interest in accepting 
thirty four lacks for the year, neither do we see cause for any such agreement, 
observing our servants have had the collections of the province entirely under 
their management ; but if for the reputation of our government, it is found 
necessary to maintain the Rajah in his dignity, it must be done at less expence, 
and the excess of the military expences and of the Rajah’s own expences must 
in your future agreement be deducted from the disbursments and added to 
our revenues. 
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39. We shall remark on the great charge of the Residency in another 
place, and shall here observe, that after having ascertained the value of the 
province, we see no reason for continuing the Residency there, as the revenues 
mav be as well attended to bv the Board at the Presidency, 

^ J ^ 

40. By your Consultation of the 2Qth September 1764, we observe upwards 
of six lacks of rupees have fallen coss-y by which we understand that being 
rated too high, the zemindars have returned them on your hands, whereby 
it appears hlr. Johnstone had stretched them beyond their real value, nearly 
as far as he exceeded Mr. Sumner’s estimation. We hope no loss is to arise 
hereon to the Company and must observe to you that keeping lands in your 
own hands is multiplying business, is liable to abuse, and implies too much 
severity in our Government. 

41. We observe in your above mentioned Consultation, a demand on the 
Rajah for debts due by him to several bankers and others to the amount of 
forty three lacks of rupees. As the Rajah has had his own estate in his 
hands, he ought from thence to have satisfied his debts. You are neither 
to protect these claimants, nor permit the Company to suffer in their revenues 
to satisfy their demands. 

42. You did very well to have an eye to defence in the construction of 
the factory buildings at Burdw^an. 

43. We have reserved for the last remark on this province, the extra- 
ordinary expence of the Residency, of which we never had any particulars, till 
the last Burdwan cash account received by the Va7isittarty which was forwarded 
by the Secretary after the General Letter was closed, and explains it to consist 
of the following gratifications to our servants. 


The Chief 3000 rupees per month. 

Second 1500 do. 

Third 1300 do. 


The military officer 500 do. 

forming altogether an expence of rupees 75,000 per annum, [sic] The making our 
servants dependent on the Rajah for their allowances, is in itself a dishonour 
to and quite inconsistent with the nature of our service, nor can we look 
on it in any other light than depriving the Company of a great sum from 
their revenues, for if the Rajah had not paid this vast sum to our servants, 
he might and ought to have paid so much addition to the annual revenue 
for his province. We therefore order that such of the Company’s servants 
who have been employed in that station since the province was first made over 
to the Company, shall pay into our treasury whatever they have received from 
the Rajah, and shall be allowed for the time past at the following rates per 
annum. 

The Chief ... ... Rupees 6000’, , 

Second 1500- all charges and 

Third 1000, expences whatever 

which are to be the future allowances to the servants who it may be found 
necessary to employ on that service. If any of the servants refuse to refund 
what we deem so unjustly obtained, we order you to dismiss them our service 
and they must be sent to England to answer for their conduct to us. 
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44. As we would have the military officers totally dependent on you, so 
we shall only express that we think the charge of rupees 500-0-0 a month 
exorbitant, as the Company’s usual allowance would have been sufficient. 

45. Looking upon the Chittagong province to have peculiar advantages 
arising from a great extent of sea coast, from being so detached from the 
other Bengal provinces, and having such strong natural barriers, we therefore 
recommend it to be a favourite object of your attention, and that you establish 
its future prosperity on the most durable foundation. Mr. Verelst, his state 
of the revenues in 1761 tracing them from the asstil jiimma, or original rent, 
through all its progressions, is very methodical and judicious, and we hope 
by his endeavours to discover other sources wffiich should properly fall into 
the publick revenue. Of this kind is the inheritance of the property of persons 
dying without heirs beyond a certain degree, which law we understand to 
be in force under the country government, but not knowing what limitation 
it is subject to, we give this hint for your enquiry. 

46. Although the increase of the revenue of this province is very agree- 
able to us, yet much remains to be done before we can be assured that we draw 
all the advantages of wdiich it is capable, and therefore direct you to cause 
an actual survey to be taken of the whole province, that we may know what 
is cultivated, what waste, what pays taxes, what free and how the wffiole 
is disposed of. And as nature has marked out such strong barriers, it is not 
for our interest to break through them as in the case of the fruitless Meckley 
expedition.^ We expect you should give us your sentiments whether it is for 
the interest of the Company to continue the zemindars, or to have the rents 
collected by our servants as is practised in the Calcutta lands. 

47. Though we forbad the building of a fort, yet in the plan for the 
factory buildings, you should have a view both to present defence and to what 
may be hereafter done, if we should be inclined to enlarge this plan ; but no 
further expence is to be incurred without our express permission. 

48. From the cheapness of provisions, we should judge manufactures may 
be carried on to great advantage, therefore our servants in this province should 
pay particular attention to the general instruction w^e have given to turn the 
channel of our investment so much as can be into our own provinces, and 
as the articles provided for the Company's investment bear a small proportioi. 
to the whole trade, so you must take care to levy such duties as the trade will 
afford. From your accounts we cannot discover that any duties whatever 
have been levied on exports or imports which we think a very great inattention 
to our interest, and direct that you immediately establish such customs as 
you think the trade will bear, that you be very full in your information on 
this subject that we may come to a thorough knowledge of all the trade 
carried on there, and that we may see we have justice done us in collecting 
the duties thereon ; and for this purpose you must send us an account of the 
annual exports and imports of this province, which must make a number in 
your packet. 

49. Mr. Plaisted‘^ in his second survey to the southward of Chittagong, 
discovered a harbour for shipping, of which he sent a plan, and in his letter 
of the 1 St June 1761, he writes he was to make another survey, but from that 
time no mention is made of it, We would have the survey made as correct 
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as possible and direct you to send us all the information you can and your 
opinion of the use to be made of it, and here we must caution you to keep 
this knowledge of the Chittagong River^ as conhned as you can, that foreign 
nations may not be acquainted with it. 

50. Notwithstanding we forbad the construction of docks and the 
establishment of a marine yard on the Company’s account from an apprehension 
that the advantages would not be adequate to the expence, yet w'e would have 
private undertakings of the kind encouraged as w^e would promote every thing 
that can tend to the advantage of the trade of the country, and hereafter 
when the expected increase of tire revenue may have taken place, sucli 
undertakings may possibly be thought of. 

51. As the cutcherry charges form a very considerable deduction from 
the revenue, we expect you send us the particulars of this disbursment. 

52. We are well pleased with the increase of the revenues of the province 
of Midnapore, but are anxious to know the result of your deliberations on Mr. 
Anselm Beaumont’s proposal to abolish the zemindars and collect the revenues 
by our own servants. We know not what particular local circumstances may 
attend each province, but it is our general idea, that whenever you think 
you have nearly ascertained the value of the lands, it will be for the advantage 
of the Company to farm them out to substantial men. What further improve- 
ments can be made must arise from the cultivation of waste lands, and 
the increase of the manufacture of each province. We are not satisfied with 
the accounts received from this province, they are by no means so full and 
satisfactory as those of Burdwan. 

53. There is no account even of the zemindars who hold the lands. The 
servants at Midnapore have or ought to have regular books wherein each 
zemindar is debited for his agreement, credited for what paid, and the 
balance stated at the close of the year, but no such account appears to have 
been transmitted to the Presidency, and without it we do not see how^ they 
could form a true judgment of the value of the province and the conduct 
of our servants. 

54. Much remains yet to be done before w'c can be convinced that we 
receive the full value of the revenues of this province, therefore we direct 
you to be very full in your information on this subject, and you must send 
us a plan of the Bengal frontier towards Orixa, with your opinion of the best 
means of preventing invasions on that side. 

55. We make die same objections to the two and an half per cent taken 
by our servants from the zemindary of this province as to what taken by 
our servants at Burdwan. We understand no distinction of allowances by 
us, or by the Rajah, and will also have all that our servants have received 
in this province as well as at Burdwan, paid into our treasury, and they are 
to receive for the time past on the footing of the Malda servants namely 
rupees 2000 per annum to the Chief, at w^hich rate you are to regulate it in 
future, and if they refuse to comply with this order, you arc to dismiss them 
our service and to send diem home to answer for their conduct to us. 

56. We have already approved of the method you took to ascertain the 
value of the Calcutta lands. You write us it has encreased the revenue, but 
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we cannot trace the annual produce for want of a general statement which 
may present the several piirgim7iahs under one view. This you must there- 
fore send us, as also a general statement of the revenues of every province 
made up at the annual poo7iah, which may exhibit at one view, the receipts, 
disbursments and clear revenue paid into the treasury, which should make a 
number in your packet. 

57. In your letter of the 21st January 1762 paragraph 8, you 
mentioned an agreement proposed for letting the Corry Jury lands for a long 
term at a small rent to encourage the cultivation of them. This plan seems 
afterwards set aside, but we do not find you have substituted any other measure 
in lieu thereof. The object is an important one, and if you have not already 
done it, we direct you seriously to attend to the improvement of these lands 
and to inform us minutely of every step you take therein. 


58. We shall suspend our judgment of the plan proposed by the Assay 
Master for regulating the mint until we receive your further opinion on that 
I res from '^6 subject. We observe that he proposes to refine the silver 
Novr. ’ 1764 Paras, after the European manner, by which he assures, that a 
79, 80, 81. 6 Feby. saving will be made to the merchant of one per cent ; if so, 
1/65, paia 36. method is undoubtedly to be preferred, but this as well 

as some other alterations proposed must be left to the proofs which time may 
produce. It does not appear what the charge of refining amounts to, nor what 

the charge of allay [alloy] in cases where the silver is finer 

No^T^^1764^&^2Ut proposed standard, a very particular account of 

Jan. 1765. which should have been given, and you must not fail to do 

so in your next advices, as well as the duties on coinage and 
all other charges attending a parcel of bullion brought to the mint to be 
coined, from the time it enters the mint as bullion until it be issued as specie. 


59. In the second article of the mint regulations, a method is proposed 
for registering the bulhon in the assay office when brought to be coined, 
and a time is limited for issuing it in coin ; to this article it is proper to add, 
that those who bring and register their bullion first, shall have their coin 
delivered first and that no other preference be given. 

60. It is of great importance that the coins be carefully kept up to their 
proper standard, and as there is no other check in this very essential part of 
the trust reposed in the Assay and Mint Master, but the trial which the samples 
or musters of coins sent over to us undergo at the Tower®, it is therefore very 
obvious, that unless those samples be very faithfully and impartially taken, 
a fair judgment cannot be made ; you should therefore make this an object 
of your attention and establish some method that may answer the proposed 
end. Tire best wffiich occurs to us is that (not trusting to inferiors), you do 
yourselves at unstated times take indiscriminately from any parcel of rupees 
coined in the course of the year, the samples to be sent home. 

61. In considering this subject we have been led to some thoughts on 
the state of the specie in Bengal, and what strikes us the most is the very 
injurious custom of reducing annually the hatta of a sicca rupees until it sinks 
to a certain value considerably less than that at which it issues from the mint ; 
whatever may have given rise and continuance to this usage, it certainly must 
be productive of great inconvenience to trade in general, and consequently 
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you would do well if by your influence in the government of the province y 
you could procure the total abolition of that custom or some better regulation 
in that respect. We are not perhaps sufficienly masters of the subject to see 
all the difficulties and, it may be, improperiety of such an attempt, and there- 
fore we do not enjoin it otherwise than an object worthy of your attention ; 
but wffiether you take any steps to that end or not, we would have you give 
us your thoughts on the subject verv fully, explaining to us the cause of such 
an annual decrease in value, and whether anv and what remedy can be best 
applied. 

62. It appears by your treasury books that sicca rupees thus reduced in 
value are sometimes recoined in our mint, which is attended (as you say in 
your letter of the 12th November 1761) with a charge of two and a quarter 
per cent, but it does not appear whether it is the constant practice to do so ; 
you will therefore explain this to us, in the mean time we must suppose it is, 
for since the difference in value between sunnauts and siccas is as we understand 
generally, greater than that, all sunnauts which come into our treasury (and if 
our revenues be paid chiefly in that specie, the sum must be considerable) 
should be recoined and issued as siccas. The profit arising on the sunnauts 
you recoin and on some other articles is, we remark, in your treasury books 
carried every month to profit and loss, which is an improper entry. The head 
of profit and loss should be used only for the close of annual accounts, or 
for such accidental entries as are not worth the trouble of a new head, not 
for a regular monthly entry. In the case before us, the head of hatta seems 
a proper one ; that or any other that may appear to you more applicable to 
the subject must therefore be opened on your books and cleared at their close 
by profit and loss. We must here also take notice of the custom of using 
India words in your books, whereby many articles are rendered unintelligible 
to us. You must in future avoid that practice, or whenever you find it 
more convenient to use them, always add in English their signification in a 
parenthesis. 


Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 


63. We have considered the difficulties you were under with respect to 

Mr. Johnstone’s returning to his station at Burdwan, and 
Lre. ^hom 26th direct in future, when the post to be filled by any person 
Novi. 1/64 Paias 42 to our service is not expressed in our orders from 

hence ; that in such case the servant so restored is to remain 
in his rank at the Presidency and wait until some post suitable to it falls 
vacant. 


64. Whenever you think it really necessary to have a Resident at the 
Durbar, we direct you to choose him, not by seniority in the service, but by an 
established character for integrity, abilities and a knowledge of the country 
language. We understand he is to be the sole agent for transacting all business 
at the Durbar, and direct the copy of his correspondence with the Nabob or his 
officers, with the Presidency and chiefs of the subordinates, officers of the 
army or civil servants on publick affahs, be transmitted to us annually in 
duplicate. We think his allowance extremely high as also that of his assistants, 
which you are therefore to reconsider ; and as we leave the nomination of this 
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officer to you, it behoves you to have a constant eye to his behaviour, as we 
shall deem vou in a particular manner responsible to us for his conduct. 

65. We are much satisfied with Mr. Barwell’s assiduity in bringing up 
the General Books, but shall continue to think you remiss in this important 
iuty till you send us the books brought up to the April preceding the dispatch 
of the ships. Wc shall send you our remarks on those come home by a future 
conveyance. 

66. Wc are very sensible of Mr. Barwell’s merit and wc shall leave it 

to you to give him all the encouragement our service 
Lre. from 6th Fe- ^yill consistently admit of. The like we would have done 
brw 1765 paras 24 respect to Mr. John Graham, who has l^ehavcd so 

much to your satisfication during the time he acted in 
the capacity of Secretary. 

67. Although the establishing relays between your Presidency and the 
Coast of Choromandel may be a necessary measure, yet we think the allowance 
of six rupees a day each for three residents is a very heavy expcnce ; and we 
direct you to let us know why the Company’s servants w^cre not employed 
on these stations, which we expect to be done, unless you give us very good 
reasons to the contrary. 


68. As in the course of our late inspection of the letters and books of 
Consultations from your Presidency, we find several matters of consequence 
mentioned in the latter, without the least notice being taken thereof in the 
former, we cannot avoid making this observation upon so great an inattention. 
And we hereby direct that in future you be particularly careful that every 
circumstance of a material nature which appears either in your General or 
Separate Consultations, be likewise taken up in a proper manner in your General 
Letters. 


69. In the operations of the two last campaigns, it occurs to remark that 
great and important affairs either of alliance, possession of country or collection 
of revenues have fallen under the management of the commanding officer but 
arc branches of our civil interest. Wc think it necessary and direct, that the 
commanding officer of the army shall always be accompanied by a civil 
servant in the character of a field deputy. You will readily perceive from these 
outlines what it is we intend. We expect the instruction you shall give will 
be conformable thereto. This is not meant to take place when Lord Clive 
takes the field, because wc place the utmost confidence in him both in his 
civil and military capacity. 

70. At the same time that wc arc pleased to sec you have entered into an 
examination of the military field cxpences and made several regulations which 
we approve, we cannot but express our surprize that this had not been done 
before, which would have proved a great saving. 

/I. We by no means approve of the allowance of four thousand rupees 
per month for the field expences of the Commander in Chief. The example 

you took of the allowance made to Colonel Coote never had 
1764^^ approbation, and we therefore direct that you conform 

as near as y^'ou can to the Fort St. George establishment 
herein, which is, for the table and other field expences of the Commander in 
Cliief during his being in the field, ten pagodas per diem and twenty five to 
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tliirty coolies for Lis baggage. We do not mean to limit the expence when 
Lord Clive takes the field as Commander in Chief, having left in general 
terms that his Lordship is to be allowed his field expences. 

72. We are surprized at the excess of 600 bullocks in one month's artillery 
charge, and that you should have passed it so slightly over. We apprehend the 
fault lay in the Commissary’s neglect to concroul the contractor and reporting 
the fraud to you as soon as he discovered it. We direct you to have a retrospect 
thereto and to obtain redress for such a gross imposition. We remark in your 
Consultation 31st May 1764, the censure you passed on h^Ir. Parker Hatley 
and for that and his other behaviour during the time he was contractor to the 
army, we order you to dismiss him our service, but before he embarks, bring 
him to a strict account and make him make good whatever frauds or abuse 
he may have committed in his contracts with the Company. But should he 
have left your settlement before this order arrives, you are to transmit to us 
full and particular accounts of his said transactions, together with every 
necessary information all authenticated in such a manner, that we may be 
fully enabled to proceed against him here in a legal way, to recover the amount 
of what it shall appear he has defrauded the Company of. 


73. We hope Lord Chve with your assistance effected the reduction of the 
double batta and that you will model the whole mihtary charges in such a 
manner, that we may at one view see w^hat it costs to put the whole army or 
any part thereof in motion. Although these few reflections have occurred on 
looking over the Commissary’s books, yet we rely on you to make the reduction 
of our ruinous military expences one of the chief objects of your attention. 


74. We remark with pleasure that you were unanimous in your opinion 
for putting Major Champion’’ under the command of the Chief of Midnapore ; 

the supreme power being invested in our President and 

F Council, they are to delegate their authority to whom they 

Febr>. 17 5 Para. proper judges who they are to trust 

with it, and if they think fit to put a mihtary officer, be his 
rank what it will, under the orders of a civil servant, the military officer must 
pay the same regard to the orders of such civil servant, as he w^ould to those of 

die Governor and Council, and here we think proper to 
1764^^* ^ remark on the abuse of that power by our late President and 

Council in calling Mr. Tinker to the Board, when affairs 
no way relative to the navy were to be debated, particularly in permitting him 
to sign your Consultations and the letter to Major Carnac on his conduct. 


75. You did very well to give Captain Pemble a Major’s commission on 

the Bengal establishment to prevent bus being superseded 

Nover /764 Pa"^5^ junior officers, but when he returns to Bombay, 

he is not to rank according to that brevet, but to his 
rank on that establishment. 


76. We left it last year to you to settle Captain Jennings’s request as much 
to his satisfaction as possible, w^hich we doubt not you have compHed with. 

77. The difficulties, which have arisen with respect to the ranks of 
Lieutenant Thoms and the ofi&cers w'e sent out in the Success and other ships 
of the same season, as mentioned in your letter of the 26th November 17^, 
paragraphs 87 and 88, might have been easily obviated if a due attention 

Vol. rv— 9 
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had been paid to the spirit and meaning of our directions. Lieutenant Tullie^s 
being promoted by you to a lieutenancy before our orders for that purpose 
arrived, we find has been the occasion of this misunderstanding, for we meant 
no more than that if hlr. Tullie was an Ensign at the time when the first of 
these officers arrived, he should take rank of them, but not that they should 
supersede any lieutenants who should have been actually appointed by you 
before the arrival of the first of them, they are therefore to be ranked upon 
your military list accordingly, 

78. An officer of His Majesty’s customs at Portsmouth having stopped 
nineteen bulces of diamonds in July last as they were attempted to be run 

from His Majesty’s ship the Medway, twelve bulces of which 
were shipped by Messrs. Palk, Morse and Hollond, six by 
Samuel Moses and one by Daniel De Castro, the greater part 
whereof, it appeared by the bills of lading, were to be delivered at Portsmouth 
particularly those shipped by Messrs. Palk, Morse and Hollond, which said 
diamonds being shipped at Fort St. George without being registered, or our 
receiving any advices thereof from our President and Council, they became 
a forfeiture to the Company as unlicenced trade and were seized accordingly 
on their behalf. Mr. Palk’s conduct herein, as President, being by us 
unanimously deemed a direct breach of orders and covenants and prejudicial 
to the Company with respect to their duties, he has been severely censured 
and reprimanded for his said misconduct. 

79. As have also John Hollond, one of our writers, Nicholas Morse, 
Samuel Moses and Daniel De Castro, free merchants, the first named for having 
in the said transaction been guilty of a breach of orders and his covenants, 
and the other three of a breach of the covenants they entered into as free 
merchants. 

80. Although we might instantly have proceeded to the condemnation 
of the said diamonds as having been illicitly imported, yet when we considered 
that by such a step we should deprive innocent men of their property which 
the misconduct of President Palk had subjected to the penalties of the law, 
wffiich are not only a forfeiture of the diamonds themselves but moreover 
double the value, w^e have thought proper to restore them to the proprietors 
thereof, upon their payments, however, of the customary duties with all 
charges and satisfying the officer who made the seizure. 

81. In order the more effectually to deter any person or persons being 
guilty of such transactions in future, we have now enforced the orders we 
sent to Fort St. George on the 13th March 1761, and which being the same as 
were contained in our General Letter to you under the same date, the following 
orders are applicable to both Presidencies and must be strictly observed by 
you accordingly vizt. 

82. We were very explicit in the last orders we gave you in our General 
Letter of the 13th of March 1761, with respect to the registering all diamonds to 
be laden on any ship or vessel for Europe, but as the said orders have been 
in the instances before us so greatly neglected and disobeyed, we think it 
proper here to enforce them by directing that you are to give notice in the 
most publick manner before the dispatch or departure for Europe of any ship 
or vessel belonging to His Majesty or in the service of the Company that every 
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person or persons who intend to send any diamonds, gems or precious stones 
by such conveyances, do regularly and truly register them with you, which 
register is to be transmitted to us by such ship, vessel or man of war, together 
with the necessary advices in your General Letter relating thereto. And we 
do hereby declare it to you as our firm resolution and do accordingly positively 
direct that if any of our servants of what rank or station soever, shall after 
the receipt hereof, be guilty of a disobedience of these orders, they be imme- 
diately dismissed the service and sent to England by the first conveyances that 
offer. And if free merchants or any other person or persons whatsoever residing 
under the Company’s protection shall be guilty of a breach of them, such 
protection is immediately to be withdrawn, and such person or persons are 
in like manner to be sent to England by the first conveyances ; and if any 
of the black merchants or natives shall be guilty of a breach of these orders, the 
Company’s protection is likewise to be withdrawn from them and they be 
immediately sent out of the Company’s bounds. We declare these to be stand- 
ing orders and you are not only to enter them in the book kept for that 
purpose but you are likewise to make them known in as effectual a manner 
as possible by fixing them up at the usual publick and other proper places 
and giving such other informations that no person in any part of your 
Presidency may have it in his power to plead ignorance of them. 

83. Having at different periods laid before His Majesty’s Ministers a 
general account of the expences defrayed by the Company for the subsistence 
of French prisoners of war at our several settlements in India and incident 
charges, it has lately been signified to us by the Secretary of State that the 
French India Company required the particulars of all such expences and 
that the same should be accompanied with bills, estimates and receipts or 
other authentick vouchers or attested copies thereof. 

84. In consequence of this we have dehvered to Mr. Secretary Conway, a 
collective account of all the Company’s disbursments for the maintenance of 
French prisoners to the time of the latest advices, in as full and particular 
a manner as could be done from the accounts w^e have received from our 
several Presidencies, the whole amounting to £2,60,000. 

85. The disbursments of your Presidency were of course extracted from 
the accounts you have sent us, but we are sorry to observe that your Buxey^s- 
account (received per Vansittart) which extends to January 1765 and amounts 
to current rupees 1,74,146-2-, comprehending great part of your charges, consists 
chiefly of general articles with references to particulars which have not been 
sent. 

86. This irregularity has involved us in difficulties which it is incumbent 
on you to remove. You must therefore not fail to supply us by, the first 
conveyance with a complete account in which all particulars shall be inserted 
and the same must be carefully examined and authenticated in the best manner 
possible, which account must also be continued to the time of your dispatches. 

87. And as you are now sufficiently apprized of the expediency of our 
being furnished with vouchers for such charges, you must at the same time 
transmit to us attested copies of all bills, estimates and receipts or other authen- 
tick vouchers which you may be possessed of or can obtain, whereby we may 
be enabled to support the several articles of your account. 
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88. We heartily wish for the sake of justice for the good of the Company 
and for the relief of ourselveSj that we might depend on you our President and 
Council for the true characters of our servants in respect to integrity, ability 
and assiduity ; for without some such competent guide, we may often be led 
into error and suffer some to rise to stations for which they are unfit, and 
you are hereby directed to send us the proper informations from time to time 
accordingly ; and as this is more particularly necessary with respect to the 
taking into Council those persons who stand next in turn upon the list, you 
are to be extremely careful tlrerefore not to admit any one into Council unless 
you are fully satisfied that his abilities, integrity, chcumstance and good 
character in general render him fit for so important a station, and whatever 
person shall be taken by you into Council to continue as such provisionally 
until you receive our approbation. 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous /Cha. Cutts /Heny. Savage / 
Fredk. Pigou / J. Purling / John Harri- 
son / Rob. Jones / Jos. Du Pre / Edwd. 
Wheler / John Stephenson / Hen. Had- 
ley / John Roberts / Charles Chambers / 
London, Thos. Saunders / George Cuming / E. 

24th December 1765. H. Cruttenden / Luke Scrafton / Wm. 

[Per Lioness via Madras], Webber. 


16 

LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1765 

Strictures against the Council for being aggressors in the war and for 
exorbitant demand of restitution money of 53 lakhs from Mir Jafar — approve 
the measures for cofiducting the war till battle of Buxar — opinion regarding, 
the demand for Ghazipur — no justification for the demand of army and navy 
for a portion of donation money — forbid future stipulations by treaty or 
otherwise for any donation or gratification — views on inland trade — forbid the 
practice of barjat. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. In our letter by the ships Falmouth and Harcourt dated the 26th April 
last, w^e expressed our astonishment at the report then current, that fot*ty 
lacks had been demanded for private restitution, and ordered you to detain 
whatever was paid on that account. We see but too much reason to confirm 
that order, for it appears to us a most flagrant abuse of our power to the 
oppression of the Nabob and his country. 
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Sep. Cons. 17th & 
29 th May. 

21st June, 21st 
July. 

4th, 10th & 24th 

Septr. 

10th Novemr. 


2. Although, it was thought fit to confirm the treaty made with Jaffir Aly 
Khan in 1757 because the capture of the settlement had involved the inhabitants 

in one general ruin, and without such a restitution it must 
Cons. 2nd & 9th j^ave sunk under the calamity, or it would have been the 
july^6th Au^ \Y0rk of many years to restore it to a flourishing condition ; 

no such circumstances existed in the present case, yourselves 
aggressors in the war, and in a great measure brought on by illicit trade, of 
which we shall give our sentiments in the sequel. We fear too this demand 

will be found for the most part an indemnification for the 
losses sustained in that very trade, which tve shall come 
to the knowledge of when we receive the accounts laid 
before the Commissioners, and of which we last year 
directed you to transmit us a copy. Therefore w^'e repeat 
our orders to detain all sums paid on that account, assuring 
you we shall deem you responsible should any sum have been issued out on 
iiis account after the receipt of our orders of last year. Our displeasure at 
this proceeding is infinitely aggravated by the time and manner in w^hich the 
demand was made. Your first demand w^as for twenty lacks for which you were 
content to demand an assignment. You soon after increased the demand to 
forty lacks, to which the Nabob is compelled to consent on the condition it 
shall stop there. You then increased the demand to fifty three lacks, to which 
exorbitant sum it is raised by flinging in your outstanding debts, force the 
Nabob to make part payment, and press him with the utmost severity for 
further payment, at the very period when the Company’s affairs are in the 
most critical situation, before the battle of Buxar decided w^hether we should 
not be extirpated the country, and at the same time the Company are dis- 
tressed for money to carry on the war and the investment, and borrowing the 
very money paid by the Nabob to our servants at an interest of 8 per cent. 


3. We find by your Consultation of the 24th September, you were in actual 
possession of claims for restitution to the amount of forty seven lacks and a 
half of rupees. We cannot therefore but be astonished, that you did not send 
us copies thereof, and by your not doing it, it seems as if it was industriously 
intended to keep us in the dark, both with respect to the names of the 
claimants, and the particulars of their respective demands. 


4. By our letter of the 26th April last, we expressed our approbation of 
Major Carnac’s conduct as far as the lights w^e then had would permit us to 
judge of it. We see with pleasure you have since thought him vindicated, 
except in neglecting to give you regular information of his proceedings, in 
which we concur in opinion, and must add, that he often failed in that deference 
which he owed you, and on many occasions carried his idea of military power 
too high, particularly in the dissent he entered against putting Major Champion 
under the orders of the Chief and Council of Midnapore, of which we have 
given you our sentiments in the general advices. 

5. The war being begun against Cossim Aly Khan, we approve the 
measures you took in conducting it till the battle of Buxar. But the demand 
of the Gauzepoor country, the undertaking to conquer Souja Dowla’s country 
for the King, and the treaty you have made with him^, we shall give our 
opinion of separately. The demand you made of having Cossim Aly Khan, 
Sombre,^ and the deserters delivered up to you, was consistent with the objects 
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of the war, and your success entitled you to add reparation for the expences of 
the war ; but to demand the Gauzepoor country, a frontier province 
surrounded with warlike people, we conceive was a measure by no means 
adequate to the end proposed, and absolutely a contradiction to our repeated 
directions not to extend our possessions. The anxiety we feel on this occasion, 
is not to be compared to what we suffer at the engagement you have entered 
into with the King to conquer Souja Dowla’s country for him. Had you 
pushed on after the battle of Buxar, the force of your arms must soon have 
brought Souja Dowla to consent to your terms. But giving away his country 
rendered him desperate. In his conference with Major Munro, he plainly 
tells you, he can expect no assistance till you have conquered the country, and 
then he shall have friends enough, and the issue as far as your advices reach, is 
such as w^e imagined ; you are entangled by your connections wdth him, seem 
to doubt whether you can accept even your own terms from Souja Dowla, and 
in the mean time your new ally so far from a support, is even to be supported 
in the expences of his household, and Nudjeef Cawn, the only man the King 
pretended to a connection with by your last advices, is marching against you. 

6 At the time of our dispatches under date of the 26th April, we had it 
only by report, that a donation has been made by the Nabob to the army 
and navy of which the first mention on your Consultations is on the 13th 
February 1764 on occasion of the mutiny in the army, which mutiny is all 
that gives us any notice of any such transaction, indeed on the 2nd July 1764, 
it is said the Company are to make it good, if not paid by the Nabob, nor is 
there to this time any thing that can lead us to a knowledge of the amount 
of such donation but by the donation exacted for the navy, which is to be 
half that to the army, and being mentioned to be tweleve lacks and a half, 
points out to us that the donation to the army was twenty five lacks. When 
we consider the circumstances of the Nabob and the Company at the period 
the demand was made for the army, we cannot consider this other than an 
act of the most violent oppression. The example of the fifty lacks given by 
Mit Jaffir on the revolution in his favour in 1757, will by no means justify 
this. W^e were then at open war with the Nabob of the country. If we were 
victorious the army might pretend to the plunder of the capital which would 
have defeated the end. The treasury was supposed to be very rich, and the 
Nabob in condition to afford it. In the present case no such circumstances 
existed, you was [«c] but to restore the same man you had before deposed, and 
you could expect only an empty treasury, a country involved in war, and the 
Company struggling under every difficulty. We do not mean to take from 
the merit of the army. The conduct of the officers and men, till the mutiny 
would have been an honour to any service, but let it be observed, no service 
in the world is gratified equal to ours, by the great advantages that attend 
actual service from the batta and other indulgences allowed them. There was 
no just pretension to any such demand, and the experience you had of the 
fatal effects of the donation given on the former occasion which destroyed 
more lian half the army by the excesses it led them to, and the remissness 
o iscipline and spirit of mutiny which ensued, should have warned you of 

danger of such gratifications. But yet flagrant as the conduct of those 
who demanded or countenanced this measure appears to us, every circumstance 
is heightened m the demand of twelve lacks and a half for the navy whose 
ships did no service but that of laying by the walls and of their men only a 
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small detacliment did duty with the artillery. There is such a want of 
humanity in the distresses thus w^antonly heaped on the Nabob, that your 
conduct will be for ever a stain on the nation, and is enough to raise up 
enemies to us in every part of Indostan. Your country correspondence is all 
that dings any light on this transaction. The Nabob in his letter of the 
12th July 1764 in enumerating the sums he has to pay, mentions ''besides a 
Donation to the Sea Forces under the Command of the Commodore concerning 
which you have several times wrote to me”. Yet no mention of this demand 
appears in the copies of any of your letters in the countrv correspondence 
prior thereto, the evident result is, that the copies sent home are unfaithful 
registers. In the margin of the letter book where the above is entered, there 
is the following memorandum: “This Letter is directed to the Governour and 
Council, but the Contents of it are addressed to the Governour only”, which 
added to the beforementioned circumstance of the suppression of every thing 
relative to the demand for the navy, implies as if this w^as the act of the 
Governour alone, but that is no vindication to the Council, who ought on this 
discovery to have remonstrated against the measure and not have joined in it. 
The date of this letter points out that the demand must have been made 
during the heighth of the war, and the date of the histhiindee before the battle 
of Buxar proves, that it had your sanction under the same situation of public 
affairs, or else, all mention of it w^as purposely omitted till the 15th Nov^'ember, 
for the kisthimdee being dated the 8th October must, or ought to have been, 
laid before the Council long before the 15th November. 

7. From the obscure manner in which this w^hole transaction has been 
carried on, we cannot discern whether any thing has ever been paid on this 
account. We direct you therefore to send us such a full and explicit account 
of every particular, that w^e may not be at a loss to form a true judgment of, 
and take the proper measures upon so injurious a transaction. 

8. The last article under this head is the gift of the inhabitants of Bennaris 
to protect them from plunder. Had there been no prior donation, this might 
have been deemed a fair and proper opportunity of rew^arding the army for 
their services, but after so large a gift as 25 lacks, w’e think every contribution 
ought to have been raised for the benefit of the Nabob or the Company, and 
it affords us the melancholy prospect of seeing all the contributions raised on 
the enemy divided as plunder to the troops, though you judge in the ISth 
paragraph of your letter of the 26th November that the Company’s expences 
and losses in the war, exceed the sum paid by the Nabob, notwithstanding 
the amount then paid is more by five lacks than the sum stipulated in the 
treaty. 

9. To prevent this dishonorable practice of stipulating for services that 
are but the duties of a soldier’s profession, we positively forbid all future 
stipulations by treaty or otherwise, with any of the country powers, for any 
donation or gratification for services to be performed ; and for any donation 
or gratification which any country power may think fit to make for services 
effected, they must be by permission of the Governour and Council, as stipulated 
by the covenants entered, or to be entered into by our civil and military 
servants in consequence of our orders in our letter of the 1st June 1764. 

10. Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid open to us a scene 
of most cruel oppression, and which is indeed exhibited at one view of the 
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13th article of the Nabob’s complaints mentioned thus in your Consultation 
of the i7th October 1764: ''The Poor of this Country who used always to deal 
in Salt, Beetle Nutt and Tobacco are now deprived of their daily Bread, by the 
Trade of the Europeans, whereby no kind of advantage accrues to the Company, 
and the Government’s Revenues are greatly injured”. We shall for the present 
observe to you that every one of our servants concerned in this trade has been 
guilty of a breach of his covenants and a disobedience to our orders. In your 
Consultation of the 3d May, we find among the various extortionate practices, 
the most extraordinary one of biirjaiitj or forcing the natives to btiy goods 
beyond the market price, which you there acknowledge to have been frequently 
practiced. 

11. In your resolution to prevent this practice you determine to forbid it, 
“but with such Care and discretion as not to affect the Company’s Investment, 
as you do not mean to invalidate the Right derived to the Company from their 
Phirmaund which they have always held over their Weavers”. As the Company 
are known to purchase then investment by ready money only, we require a full 
explanation how this can affect them, or how it ever could have been practiced 
in the purchase of their investment which the latter part of Mr. Johnstone’s 
minute entered on Consultation the 21st July 1764 insinuates, for it would 
almost justify a suspicion that the goods of our servants have been put off to 
the weavers in part payment of the Company’s investment, therefore we direct 
you to make a rigid scrutiny into this affair, that we may know if any of our 
servants, or those employed under them have been guilty of such a breach of 
trust that their names and all the circumstances may be known to us. 

12. We also order you to give us the particular instances which have 
confirmed you in your opinion that the burjaut has been practiced, that we 
may know whose agents they were, and whether the agents who practiced 
it were countenanced and protected in it by their masters. 

13. Mr. Johnstone’s minute on Consultation the 21st July 1764 cannot 
escape our notice, wherein he says, “The support of these and our other 
Priviledges in their full extent against the Usurpations of the late Nabob 
engaged us in this unhappy War, and after so many valuable Lives lost in the 
defence of them, I shall ever be against parting with them or hazarding the 
Loss of them, without greater and better cause than has yet appeared, and till 
after We have found by Experience that all other Remedies are in vain”. 

14. As the priviledges here meant principally relate to the unwarranted 
inland trade in which our own servants have been so generally concerned, 
greatly to the prejudice of the Company by involving their affairs in distresses 
and difficulties, and manifestly injurious to the country government of which 
every one of you cannot but be fully sensible, we say we cannot avoid taking 
notice of the said opinion as by it Mr. Johnstone seems to persevere in all 
events to prefer the private interest of individuals to the general good, so far 
as respects the said inland trade. If Mr. Johnstone continues in these senti- 
ments, as from the general tenor of his conduct we have but too much reason 
to apprehend, he cannot but be looked upon as a dangerous servant ; therefore 
if he, or any other person, shall persist in carrying on a trade which as before 
observed has been attended with so many bad consequences, we would have 
him, or them, dismissed the Company’s service. 
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15. We shall say nothing further at present on the inland trade, till that 
important subject shall have been taken up by Lord Clive and the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee, only to observe, that the regulations proposed in 
Consultation the 17th October 1764 of confining the trade of our servants in the 
article of salt to the capital cities of Patna, Dacca and Moorshedabad on paying 
the Nabob 2^ per cent, is a manifest disobedience of our orders of the 8th 
February then under your deliberation, which positively forbid all trade 
in salt, beetle nutt and tobacco. Nor does it by any means obviate the Nabob's 
objections arising from the distress of the poor and the injury to his revenues, 
for if you pay only 2^ per cent and the country people 20, or perhaps 40 per 
cent it is as much a monopoly as ever. 

16. For other licenced trade we think it necessary to establish, that all 
trade to be carried on within the provinces where factories are established, 
shall be carried on by our servants at such factories, and theii* agents only, 
who shall transact the business of our other servants on receiving the established 
commission, and on any refusal to accept with commission, or any tendency 
to monopolize, the servants of Calcutta, or other parts, are at liberty to send 
their own black gomastahs who are nevertheless to be accountable for their 
conduct to the Company’s servants within w^'hose jurisdiction they reside. All 
districts not comprehended within the jurisdiction of each subordinate, shall 
be considered as within the jurisdiction of the Board of Calcutta ; that no 
dusticks shall be given but for articles of import and export, as was formerly 
practiced, and you are to send us a list of whatever falls under this deno- 
mination. 

17. We are much concerned for the death of Jaf&er Aly Cawn,® the more 
to for the critical juncture at which it happened while the army was at so 
great a distance. The acknowledging his son^ seems to have been the most 
prudent measure for preserving the tranquility of the country. We wish 
this circumstance may have checked your views of conquering Souja Dowla’s 
country for the King, a scheme which seems to exclude ail possibility of peace, 
which alone can make our successes profitable ; nor are we without our 
apprehensions, that you may be led on to support the King in his claims 
to the whole empire, for as you have by taking possession of the Gauzepoor 
country deviated from our repeated orders and departed from the spirit 
of our political views not to enlarge our conquests, so w^e know not what 
bounds can stop you when our orders proved ineffectual. 

18. The converting the temporary assignment of five lacks per month into 
a perpetual one, would be an enlargement of our revenue that would be 
flattering indeed, could w^e persuade ourselves it was consistent with that 
permanency which is our only object, and with the peace of the country ; but 
unless we find you adopt some system which clearly marks out the barriers of 
the country government and ours, how they may aid and support each other 
and unite their strength against all foreign enemies, we shall deem those 
advantages merely temporary, and this height of prosperity subject to a fatal 
reverse, the first check our arms may meet with. 

19. As our servants have too readily laid hold of every opportunity to 
exact contributions or procure donations from the late Nabob, we hope nothing 
of this kind has happened upon the succession of his son the present Nabob ; 
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however, we 'would have you make the strictest enquiry therein and inform 
us of everv circumstance if any such exactions have been made and in 
particular the names and conduct of all and every the several persons concerned, 
and oblige them to refund the amount thereof into the Company's cash for 
our further orders. 


London, 

24th December 1765. 

[Per Lioness, 

Hampshire, 

Cruttenden 

and Lord 

Camden] 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / Cha. Cutts / Heny. Sav- 
age / Fredk. Pigou / J. Purling / John 
Harrison / Rob. Jones / John Stephen- 
son / Hen. Hadley / John Roberts / 
Charles Chambers / Thos. Saunders / 
George Cuming / E. H. Cruttenden / 
Luke Scrafton / Wm. Webber / Jos. 

DuPre / Edwd. Wheler. 
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Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letters to you were dated the 24th ultimo, and went to the 

Publick and Separate Departments by the ships Lioness and Hampshire to Fort 
St. George, triplicates whereof you will receive by the ship Cruttenden now 
under dispatch, the above ships sailed on their respective voyage the [ Y 

2. This ship as before advised you is directed to call at Madeira to take 
in the 125 pipes of wine intended for the use of our Presidency at Fort St. 
George. For the particulars of our consignments to you on this ship, you are 
referred to the invoices and bills of lading enclosed. 

3. When the consignments to Fort St. George on this ship are landed, 
we have directed the President and Council to give the commander orders to 
make the best of his way to Bengal without loss of time. 

4. With respect to the recruits on this ship, we have acquainted our 
President and Council at Fort St. George, they are either to be detained there 
or forwarded to you as the situation of our affairs may render absolutely and 
really necessary for the general interest of the Company. 

5. If it will be more for the Company's interest, the President and Council 
at Fort St. George are to forward the said recruits and any number the ship can 
carry in addition to them to you, in which case likewise we have directed them 
as beforementioned to dispatch the ship with the utmost expedition. 

6. Notwithstanding what we have mentioned with respect to the consign- 
ment of this ship the Cruttenden, if the President and Council at Fort St. George 
shall find it will be more for the Company's interest to dispatch her directly 
from that Presidency with a cargo of coast goods, we have directed them to do 
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so accordingly, and in such case the consignments and recruits for you are to 
be forwarded by the first good conveyances that offer. 

7. The ship Biitej Capt. Patrick Maitland, from Bengal having for consider- 
able time been beating in the mouth of the Channel against contrary winds, 
with a sprung main mast and being short of provisions, put in at Crook Haven 
in Ireland the 1st instant, and this morning the purser brought to this house all 
the packets by the said ship. 


London, 

15th January 1766. 
[Per Cruttenden, 
Lord Camden 
and Pigot\ 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / Cha. Cutts / 
Heny. Savage / Fredk. Pigou / John 
Harrison / John Manship / Edwd. 
Wheler / Hen. Hadley / Thos. Saun- 
ders / John Roberts / Charles Cham- 
bers / George Cuming / J. Pardoe / 
Luke Scrafton / Jos. DuPre / E. H. 
Cruttenden / John Stephenson / J. 

Purling. 
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LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1766 

Co'tidenin unlicensed trade — order search of the Cruttenden for unlicensed 
goods. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


Notwithstanding the great pains taken by the Court of Directors to prevent 
the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships carrying out any unlicensed 
goods, the many examples which had been made of such persons who had been 
already detected and the vigorous measures they are still pursuing to the same 
purpose, we are well assured that this pernicious practice is still carrying on 
and in particular we are to acquaint you that in a day or two after the dispatch 
of the ships Havannah^ Hawke and Cruttenden^ we received certain information 
that a cutter named the Good-Inte7it sailed from the river, laden with bales and 
cases, part of the contents whereof consisted of one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cloth, five hundred stuffs and five hundred serges and that she was to follow 
the said ships in order to put on board one or other of them her said cargo after 
their departure from Gravesend but the Cruttenden is more particularly pointed 
at in the said information. You are therefore hereby positively^ ordered and 
directed upon the arrival of the said ship at Bengal to make the strictest enquiry 
and search for the said goods and any others which may have been received 
on board without the Company’s licence, in doing which you are to pursue 
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the directions laid down in the Court’s letter of the 13th December last, examin- 
ing however, all the passengers in the most solemn manner upon oath and 
whatever private trade you find more than is licensed, you are to seize it for 
the Company’s use and advise us of every circumstance of your proceedings 
herein as directed in our said letter. 


We are, 

Your loving friends. 

The Secret Committee of the United 
East India Company, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
London, Thos. Rous / Heny. Savage / Rob. 

the 2Ist January 1766. Jones / Cha. Cutts. 
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LETTER DATED 19 FEBRUARY 1766 

Illicit trade aboard Company's ships and country vessels — administration 
at the aurangs — transfer of Nawab Vazvds country to Shah Alam not justified — 
folly of the treaty with Shah Alain — disapprove the appointment of indepen- 
dent diwans — treaty with Najmud-Daidah — prohibit inland trade in salt, 
betel-nut and tobacco — Spencer^s conduct in Bengal — disapprove concessions 
made to the Burdwan Raja in collection of revenue — case of Major Carnac 
declining to serve as Commander under Vansittart — concern over high 
mortality among the recruits on board the Anson — reduction in salaries of 
various officers — restitution account of 1757 to continue — request for more 
details about revenue — forbid the practice of sending to private persons accounts 
of Company’s affairs in India — case of Radhacharan Mitra — opinion on Holwell 
and others receiving large sums from Mir Qasim for enthroning him. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. By the Cruttenden, which proceeded on her voyage from the Downes the 
28th ultimo, we transmitted our last advices of the 15th January last, duplicate 
and triplicate whereof go in the packets by these ships the Pi got and Lord 
Camden. The Lioness and Hampshire, with our letters to you dated the 24th 
December last, by a very tedious passage from Gravesend, were prevented sailing 
from the Downes until the 19th January following. 

2. The Lord Camden is consigned to Fort William, but we have thought 
proper to give the commander directions to proceed first and make the best of 
his way to Fort St. George, to deliver our packet directed to the Governour and 
Council of that Presidency, and also to afford them an opportunity of supplying 
themselves with all or any part of the military recruits on board that ship, 
if they are more immediately wanted there than in Bengal, in doing which 
they are to use the utmost expedition, and then they are to give Captain Smith, 
orders to proceed without loss of time to Fort William, 
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3. Seven tyfive pipes of vidonia wine for Fort St. George being laden on 
the Pigoty we have consigned her to that settlement to land the same ; but the 
other seventy five pipes with the pruicipal part of her remaining cargo being for 
the use of your Presidency, they are to use the greatest expedition in unloading 
the said consignments and likewise landing such of the military recruits as they 
may have a real occasion for, and then they are to give the commander orders 
to make the best of his way to Bengal. 

4. But should it appear more for the interest of the Company to send the 
recruits by the said two ships, with any addition thereto, to Bengal, the President 
and Council of Fort St. George are directed to do so accordingly, and in that case 
they are to dispatch the above ships with the utmost expedition. Our meaning 
is that they are not to detain one ship for the other, but dispatch them 
separately as soon as they are respectively ready. 

5. Considering the great scarcity of provisions at St. Helena, and the 
increased number of our returning ships which annually call there, we have 
recommended it to the commanders of the Lord Camden and Pigot, also to 
the commanders of all the Bombay ships of this year, if the season will admit of 
it, to put in at the Cape of Good Hope in their homeward bound voyage, and 
there recruit their victualling stores in such a manner, as to want but little at 
St. Helena as it will be the means of relieving the garrison and inhabitants 
and prevent disappointment to themselves, but they are nevertheless in all 
events to call at St. Helena ; and we have informed the captains of the above 
ships, that if they carry some live stock thither on our account, to be paid for by 
the Governour and Council, it will be very agreeable to us, and in case of their 
getting a supply at the Cape as beforementioned, their stay at St. Helena is 
to be proportionably shortened. You are to remind the said commanders 
of the above and all the former ships of this season, with any others which 
come under your management without the said orders are to have directions 
to act conformable thereto. 

6. In our letter of the 15th January you were acquainted with the Bute’s 
arrival at Crookhaven, by that ship we received your advices of the llth March 
1765 from the General and Separate Departments, upon which we shall now 
make some observations. 

7. The late departure of the Bute from Bengal River occasioning a 
passage homewards of so great a length of tune through the Bay as to obhge 
Captain Maitland to seek for provisions and w^ater at the French Islands, from 
whence he had a very tedious voyage to St. Helena, makes it necessary to 
remind you of our former recommendations to attend to a more early dispatch 
of our shipping by every seasonable preparation for it, and to the appointment 
of such for the latter consignment as from the circumstances of their situation 
may put a risque of passage out of the question, whereby the inconveniencies 
and disappointments we are otherwise subject to will more certainly he 
avoided. 

8. By the return of a large number of bales, which Captain Maitland 
alledges there was not tonnage for in the Bute^ without the least description 
thereof in the invoice or by separate account of their species, marks and 
numbers, w^e have been put under very great difficulty in pubhsl^g the 
particulars of the cargo. W^e should by no means have a second instance 
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of such neglect, for remedy whereof give those in charge of the dispatch the 
srictest injunctions to transmit for our information a precise account, fully 
describing the particular sorts, with the marks and numbers of all goods, that 
for want of room in the ships then under dispatch, shall be hereafter returned 
from them. 

9. The order for embarking the whole detachment of the 89th Regiment 
consisting of 109 ofhcers and private men on the Bute, with an immoderate 

quantity of baggage, and at such an unseasonable time of 
1765^ara^^ dispatch, w^hen it might reasonably be supposed they would 

experience much distress, was a measure by no means to be 
approved. By shipping only half of that corps, 259 bales, which Captain 
Maitland alledges he was obliged to return, might have been received on 
board. His Majesty’s service, our interest and the advantage of all parties 
justly w^eighed, you w^ould have been w^ell justified had you refused a passage 
home to so many of them in this ship, as it would have been much better 
on all accounts, as before observed, to have detained those the ship could not 
so w^ell receive for a future conveyance. 

10. To what we have before observed with respect to the late dispatch 
of the Bute, there appear these further disagreeable circumstances, that the said 
ship w^as not only in imminent danger from the bad w^eather and consequently 
the Company’s cargo actually on board, but the Nancy sloop foundered near 
her with about eighty bales, and other goods, which were intended as part of 
her cargo, but could not be taken in as before observed, on account of the 
large detachment of the King’s troops. 

11. In addition to the accounts we gave you in our last letters respecting 
illicit trade in the Company’s outward bound ships, we are now to acquaint 
you that having received certain informations, that very large quantities of 
unlicenced goods had been put aboard the ships Anson and Londo7i in Madeira 
Road in their late voyages, upon their return we entered into a strict examina- 
tion as to the truth thereof and although for some time the captains and officers 
absolutely denied their concern in or knowledge of any such unlicenced trade, 
at last Captain Edward Lord Chick of the said ship Anso7i and Captain John 
Webb of the Londo7i, owned to us, that they had taken in at Madeira, the 
first named, a large quantity of lead, iron, cannon, shot and copper amounting 
to the sum of £1164. And the other great quantities of the like goods also 
cloth and long ells amounting together to £6859-10-. At the same time they 
assured us that all the said articles belonged to them, and that their officers 
were no way concerned therein. In order to prosecute our intentions for put- 
ting an end to these injurious practices, we have thought it highly necessary 
to make an example of the said Captains Chick and Webb by dismissing them 
from the service, and we have reprimanded in the severest manner the officers 
of those ships for concealing from us so long their knowledge of the said 
transactions, excepting how^ever, the second mate of the Lo 7 idon who volun- 
tarily confirmed the information against that ship. With respect to the said 
captains and all others guilty of the illicit trade, we have it at present under 
consideration to proceed against them at law for the penalties and forfeitures 
they are thereby hable to. 

12. Notwithstanding the vigorous measures we are pursuing, sorry we are 
to observe that this pernicious practice is still carrying on, for in a day or two 
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after the dispatch of the Cruttenden for the Coast and Bay, and the Havannah 
and Hawke for Fort Marlborough and China, information was given that a 
vessel laden with bales and cases was following the said ships in order to put 
aboard one or other of them her said cargo after their departure from 
Gravesend, but the Cruttenden was more particularly pointed at in the said 
information. In order to prevent a discovery of this transaction before the 
ships final departure from England, our Committee of Secrecy writ to you 
upon the occasion by the Cruttenden under date of the 21st January (as per 
copy of their letter in this packet) w^hich letter we hereby ratify and confirm, 
and shall accordingly expect the orders and directions are strictly carried 
into execution respecting the Cruttenden ; we have writ to the same 
purpose to the President and Council at Fort St. George, as likewise to the 
Persident and Council of Fort Marlborough so far as regards the other 
two ships. 

13. Our Secret Committee in their said letter directed that all the 
passengers should be examined in the most solemn manner upon oath. This 
examination upon oath is so proper a measure that it must be absolutely 
observed as a standing order upon the arrival of every ship notwithstanding 
the latitude implied in our letter of the 13th of December last, by the 
expression there used of it’s being to be done if you find it necessary ; and we 
add that by the word passengers, military officers are meant as well as afi. 
other passengers on board our ships. We further direct that all such examina- 
tions upon oath are to be transmitted to us in duplicate. 

14. We have great reason to believe that in order to conceal the illicit 
goods carried out in our shipping the same is transhipped aboard country ships 
or vessels and from them landed at our settlements. We give you this hint 
that you may and we expect you do take such effectual measures for their 
discovery and seizure in the same manner as if such illicit trade is found aboard 
or landed directly from our own shipping, x^nd as we mean all illicit trade 
should be detected not only in the ships bound directly from hence to your 
Presidency, but likewise those bound to our others, if therefore any such shall 
be found on board any country ship or ships, and upon a strict examination 
shall appear to belong to the commanders, officers or others of any of our 
ships which went from England, you are to proceed as before directed. And 
for our better information and satisfaction you are not only to transmit us a 
full account of what you may so discover, but you are likewise to send us 
exact and true accounts from time to time of all European goods landed 
from country ships. And further as this illicit trade wx are satisfied 
cannot be carried on without the assistance or connivance of the Com- 
pany’s servants, or others under the Company’s protection, we positively 
order and direct that if any of our servants are detached therein, let their 
stations be what they may, they be immediately dismissed the service and 
forthwith sent to England, if free merchants or others, our protection is to 
be withdrawn and they also be forthwith sent to England, and if natives 
or black people they are to be immediately banished from the Company’s 
settlements. 

15. The ships Success, Fort William, Prince of Wales and Lord Anson, 
which we hired to carry recruits for your Presidency, and sailed from hence 
in May 1764 touched at the Canary Islands or other places under the pretence 



144 


LElTER FROM COURT 


of refreshing the people on board, but we are well assured the principal view 
was to take in illicit trade. You are therefore (if you have not already done 
it) to make a strict enquiry into the same, and particularly to examine upon 
oath the military officers and other passengers on the said ships ; and though 
it may be too late for seizing such illicit trade, you are to send us in 
duplicate, a full, true and exact account of your proceedings on such 
enquiry, together with the names of the persons concerned and if any of 
the commanders or others belonging to the said ship have been or shall 
be found to be the proprietors of such illicit trade they are to be forthwith 
sent to England. 

16. We have permitted Mr. Edmund Matthews late chief mate of the 
ship Elizabeth, which was burnt some time since in Canton River, to proceed 
to India to get his living in the seafaring way. As he is a man of character 
and ability in his profession, we would have him employed in the marine 
service, either at your Presidency or that of Fort St. George, in such station 
wherein his services may be useful or wanted. If therefore he applies to you, 
our said recommendation is to be duly observed. We have writ in like manner 
to our President and Council at Fort St. George. 


17. Your supply to the West Coast of 200 chests of ophium by the Leopard 
was commendable. We rely on your continuing to comply with the indents 

from thence according to our frequent recommendations, 
and as our Presidency there has advised a disappointment 
in the procuring timber for the works from Batavia, unable 
to point out any other method we directed them to apply to you and Bombay 
for such as should be wanted. You are therefore not to fail answering their 
demands for this article in particular by all opportunities. 


Lre. from 1 1th 
March 1765 Pa. 9, 


18. Since sending you our list of investment to be made at your Presi- 
dency, some remarks are made on the goods received by the Devonshire and 
Vansittart and some additional instructions have thereupon occurred, which 
are communicated in a separate article herewith sent, to wffiich all due obser- 
vance and obedience are to be had and paid. 


19. It is a very pleasing circumstance to us to see the aunmgs are so well 

supplied, and that we have a prospect of a full investment 
Do. Para. 18. next year, for our mercantile affairs ought always to be your 

first object. 

20. We are much alarmed at the mention made of large outstanding 
debts at the aurungs ; you must send us a particular account thereof, and as 

we fear it is a great and growing evil, w^e expect you will 
Do. Para. 36. take it into your most serious consideration how to prevent 

it. The method you propose of sending covenant servants 
to the aunmgs we cannot entirely approve, from our apprehensions that very 
few of our junior servants will be found qualified for the discharge of such a 
trust which requires knowledge of the language, of the manufacture and 
more prudence and discretion than is generally to be found at their years ; 
however, some method must be found out to controul the gomastahs and put 
our investment on a proper footing. 

21. No success in carrying on the war against Sujah Dowla to give his 
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country to the King can justify the measure. Sujah Dowla’s letter of the 3rd 

of January offering to withdraw his protection from Cossim 

tio^T^17th^ Ja^ry' enter into friendship with you and join your army 

1765 in pursuing him, was the opportunity that ought to have 

been embraced for putting an end to the war ; that passed, 
your fatal engagements with the King were left to operate with their utmost 
force, all sight of the Company's interest was from that moment lost, and 
one error has plunged you into many more. The reply you make to the above 
offer of Sujah Dowla when you demand he shall put them to death, we cannot 
suppose seriously meant, for if the law of hospitality forbad his delivering 
them up, surely it forbad his murdering them. 

22. In Consultation the 28th January, mention is made of some subse- 
quent letters from Sujah Dowla to Major Fletcher which are but shghtly 
mentioned therein, and appear nowhere entered on your correspondence, the 
only observation made on them is that you w^ere too far engaged with the 
King to recede. In the last letter we in general terms condemned this treaty 
with the King, and flattered ourselves you would have seen the folly thereof, 
or Meer Jaffier’s death or the arrival of Lord Clive would have prevented 
the execution of it, but being disappointed in our expectations, we now shall 
give you our sentiments at large. The dispossessing Sujah Dowla of his 
country is, we apprehend, breaking dowm the strongest barrier we could have 
had against the Afghans, Morattas and all the invaders of the empire who 
were checked from penetrating into the eastern provinces by a power so res- 
pectable as his was throughout Indostan. The raising the King on his ruins 
renders this danger still more striking, because all the northern powers are 
his natural enemies being attached to the vizier Gaz-o-din Cawn, and you 
own yourselves, in the reply to Mr. Gray's minutes in Consultation the 20th 
February 1765 that though the title to the crowm is contested, all parties seem 
to unite in opposing the claim of him you acknowledge king, and it is to be 
feared they will come down upon him before his strength is confirmed, and 
thus you may have drawn the wars that have so long distracted the northern 
countries to your own frontiers. 

23. We have no opinion the King can possibly maintain himself without 
your utmost assistance, nor do w^e imagine Sujah Dowda is so reduced as not 
to make head again, and the result tvill be, we shall have a war to maintain 
six hundred miles from our own settlement, from the success of which no 
possible advantage can be derived, and one defeat may be the total loss of 
the provinces. 

24. In your engagements with the King, we remark the stipulation for 

Septe. Lre. from charges of the war w^as unsettled, and we have much 

11th March 1765, reason to apprehend the whole expense will be left on the 

Bengal Government, 

25. We now come to consider the measures you took on the death of 
JaflSer Ally Cawn. We could have wished the succession had been left un- 

^ ^ determined until Lord Clive’s arrival, but if it was absolute- 

& 8. * ' V necessary to come to a sudden determination, and that 

some one must be immediately acknowledged Soubahy it 
consistent with the faith we owed the father to adopt the succession he 
^ol. IV— 10 


was 
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designed, and the inexperience of the young Soiibah considered, you did right 

to appoint him a regent, but in the choice of Mahmud 
Reza Cawn,^ we think you passed too slightly over the charge 
urged against him, of being so very deficient in account- 
ing for the revenues of the province of which he had been 
Governour. 

26. The appointing of independant duans appears highly improper to 
us, for it is intruding on the power of the regent, weakening his government 
and tending to anarchy, nor can we conceive that any Englishman is master 
enough of the forms of government, to undertake the dividing their depart' 
ments without introducing confusion. 

27. With respect to the treaty with Nazem-o-Dowla,“ it is proper here to 
insert at length the 5th article, which runs in these words : “I do ratify and con^ 
firm to the English the Privilege granted them by their Phirmaund and several 
Husbulhookums of carrying on their Trade by means of their own Dustick free 
from all Duties, Taxes or Impositions in all Parts of the Country, excepting in 
the Article of Salt on which a Duty of 2^ percent is to be levied on the Rowana 
or Houghly Market Price.” This fifth article is totally repugnant to our orders 
contained in our General Letter by the Kent and Lapwing dated 1st June 1764, 
in which w^e not only expressed our abhorrence of an article in the treaty with 
Meer Jafher literally corresponding with the present 5th article, but in positive 
terms directed you in concert with the Nabob, to form an equitable plan for 
carrying on the inland trade and transmit the same to us, accompanied by 
such explanations and remarks as might enable us to give our sentiments and 
directions thereupon. We must remind you too, that in our said General 
Letter we expressly directed, that our orders in our letter of the 8th of Febru- 
ary preceding, which were to put a final and effectual end to the inland trade 
in salt, beetle-nut and tobacco, and in all other articles produced and consumed 
in the country, should remain in force until an equitable and satisfactory 
plan could be formed and adopted ; as therefore there is not the least latitude 
given you for concluding any treaty whatsoever respecting this inland trade, 
we must and do consider what you have done, as an express breach and viola- 
tion of our orders, and as a determined resolution to sacrifice the interest of 
the Company and the peace of the country to lucrative and selfish vicv/s. 

28. This unaccountable behaviour puts an end to all confidence in those 
who made this treaty and forces us to resolve on measures for the support of 
our authority and the preservation of the Company. We do therefore pro- 
nounce that every servant concerned in that trade stands guilty of a breach 
of his covenant with us, and of our orders, and in consequence of this resolu- 
tion, w'e positively direct, that if that treaty is now subsisting, you make a 
formal renunciation by some solemn act, to be entered on your records of all 
right* under the said treaty or otherwise to trade in salt, beetle-nut and 
tobacco, and that you transmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the Nabob in the Persian language ; whatever government 
may be established, or whatever unforseen circumstances may arise, it is our 
resolution to prohibit, and we do absolutely prohibit this trade of salt, beetle- 
nut and tobacco, and of all articles that are not for export and import, accord- 


Lres. from the 
Nabob and Alah- 
mud Reza Cawn. 
Reed. 30th Deer. 
1764. 


‘‘regulations” in another copy. 



19 FEBRU.\RY 1766 


ing to the spirit of the phirmaund, which does not in the least give anv latitude 
whatsoever for carrying on such an inland trade ; and moreover we shall deem 
every European concerned therein, directly or indirectly, guilty of a breach 
of his covenants, and direct that he be forthwith sent to England, that we 
may proceed against him accordingly ; and every native who shall avail him- 
self of our protection, to carry this trade on without paying all the duties due 
to the Government equally with the rest of the Nabob’s subjects, shall forfeit 
that protection and be banished the settlement. And w^e direct that these 
resolutions be signified publickly throughout the settlement. 

29. With respect to the 11th article of the treaty, which settles the resti- 
tution for private losses, we gave you our sentiments on that subject very 
fully in our letter of the 24th December, in which we remain confirmed, 
and our orders relative thereto stand in full force. We also continue in the 
same sentiments upon the donation to the na\w^ which we see is again taken 
up in the instructions to the Resident at the Durbar. 

30. We repeat that we have lost all confidence in those servants which 
nothing can restore but a strict obedience to our orders and a more scrupulous 
attention to the Company’s true interests. In the mean time and until their 
conduct shall have reinstated them in our good opinion, we must and do rely 
solely on our President Lord Clive and the Select Committee, whom we do 
hereby invest with all requisite powers for securing to the Company all sums 
paid on account of restitution till our orders are known. We further expect 
that they shall give us a clear investigation of the motives that influenced 
the Governour and Council to engage in a treaty with the King so repugnant 
to our true interest. That they shall examine into the reasons of the Burdwan 
lands being let so low as thirty two lacks, when by the accounts transmitted to 
us the collections exceeded fifty lacks. We also rely on the Committee to 
put a stop to the shameful demand made on the Nabob for the navy and 
supported by the Council to their great dishonour. And if any further cor- 
rupt or oppressive practices come to their knowdedge, that they suspend those 
w^ho shall appear guilty of them, and give us the fullest information thereof. 
And lastly we cannot avoid taking notice that the late President and Council 
neither acknowledged the receipt of the covenants relative to the receiving 
presents from the country government nor have they taken the least notice 
of them. We hope there is no further meaning in this neglect than the defer- 
ring it till Lord Clive’s arrival, yet when we consider the total disregard of 
our most solemn orders on the most important subjects we know' not where 
their disobedience will stop. 

31. We have received two letters hrom NIr. Spencer,^ the first dated the 
5th February 1765, the last the 14th March, copies of which we enclose for your 
information. As they both urge his own merit in so strong a manner we find 
ourselves obliged to give our sentiments on his conduct in Bengal. 

32. He came down to that settlement with the general good opinion of 
the world, and with our approbation of his conduct during his service at 
Bombay, with this pecuhar advantage, that he was free from all the embarrass- 
ments and the party spirit that prevailed in Bengal and had the plain path 
of the Company’s interest before him. We shall therefore recapitulate the 
censure we have passed on that part of the administration of our affairs in 
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■which he was concerned, and which we take for granted he approved as no 
dissent is entered by him. 

33. First, the very same letter that carried his appointment to the Govern- 
ment, carried our most positive orders to put a total and effectual stop to the 
trade of salt, beetlenut and tobacco, which we expressed to be the source of 
the war, and incompatible with the peace of the country and the interest 
of the Company ; yet in the Consultation 1 7th October wherein that order is 
taken into consideration, he signs to a resolution to carry on the trade of salt 
and beetlenut paying the Nabob on salt 2^4 per cent, in dhect breach of our 
orders ; and in the treaty with the new Nabob he stipulates for that right by 
an express article of the treaty. 

34. Although the treaty with Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn was entered into 
before Mr. Spencer’s arrival yet he gave his sanction to every part of it, parti- 
cularly that which stipulated restitution for losses, which we make no doubt 
he knew^ to be mostly sustained in an illicit trade, and preferring the interest 
of the servants to the honour of the Company, countenanced the aggravating- 
circumstances which accompanied that shameful prostitution of our authority 
in rising in the demand, till by flinging in outstanding debts it was carried to 
the exorbitant sum of fifty three lacks; and Mr. Spencer though no way 
interested therein joined in the ungenerous proceedings by which Meer Jaffier’s 
consent was extorted for the payment of these demands, and in the treaty 
with the new Nabob makes it an act of his own by carefully stipulating for 
it therein, and to our great astonishment we see his name to Consultation 15th 
November 1764, wherein he engages the authority of the Company to obtain 
the sum of twelve lacks and a half for the navy, though as far as appears to 
us the demanding this sum was a private act of his predecessor, unknown to 
him, but so strongly adopted that we see he never loses sight of it, but makes 
the recovery of it part of the instructions to the Resident at. the Durbar on 
the accession of the new Siibah. 

35. In the administration of our revenues he has so overlooked the 
accounts of the province of Burdwan, that though it appears in them the 
Rajah collects fifty one lacks of rupees, yet he has approved the agreement 
with the Rajah for thirty two lacks, which is even lower than the preceding 
year, nor has he taken any notice of the sum of eighty thousand rupees applied 
to the use of our servants under the head of Charges Residency. 

36. In his letter of the 14th March he urges the general flourishing state 

of the Company’s affairs^ as a matter of merit to himself, in which we totally 

differ from him, as he will learn from our sentiment's in our letter of the 24th 

December and the present, of which you will transmit him copies as far as 

relates to the administration of our affairs during his being of our Council 
in Bengal. 

37. In the packet by the Bute you transmitted to us a copy of the treaty 
with the Nabob Nazim-o-Dowla, which is attested by your Secretary, 
Mr. Majendie to be a true copy, whereas it has neither date or the names of 
our Council who signed the treaty, nor the Nabob’s name to it, which might 
have been very well added, as it appears by your Consultations of the 6th March 
last that you then received it properly executed by the Nabob. You are to 



19 FEBRUARY 1766 


149 


inform ]VIr. Majendie of his inattention and let him know he must be more 
careful for the future. 


38. The President and Council of Fort St. George having employed 
Mr. Dalrymple, one of our covenant servants on that establishment, to explore 
the Eastern Seas, and he having entered into some engagements with the 
Sultan of Xolo'S we have thought proper on account of many difficulties which 
have occurred, for the present to decline engaging the Company in a trade 
to that and other circumjacent islands ; it w^ould therefore without an express 
prohibition lie open to our servants and others trading under our protection. 
But as we have too much reason to apprehend that adventures of this kind 
may be undertaken by men of desperate fortunes, who by their imprudent 
and violent conduct are apt to enter into broils with the natives and leave 
impressions on their minds in no wise advantageous to the character of the 
nation, it is therefore our meaning and express orders that none be suffered 
to trade in those seas without a particular pass or licence for that purpose from 
you or one of our other Presidencies (to whom we now give the like caution). 
And if ever you should attempt or permit any such trade to be undertaken, 
we charge you to be extremely careful that such persons only be employed 
whose prudence you can rely on, that so the natives may not be alienated 
from us nor cause of jealousy be given to the Dutch or Spaniards. 

39. When we consider the very heavy expence that falls on the Company 
in building the New Fort, and that it is designed for the general benefit and 
security of the whole settlement, w^e think it but just and reasonable that the 
inhabitants should contribute a proportion of the expence. We are not suffi- 
ciently informed of the number of the inhabitants or their abilities to bear it, 
but give you this general observation, leaving it to you to consider the mode 
of doing it in the manner the most equitable and the least burthensome to 
the poorer class. And it is proper here to observe that a temporary assess- 
ment or contribution was voluntarily submitted to by the inhabitants in the 
year 1743 to defray the expence of a ditch made to secure the town of 
Calcutta against the invasions of the Morattas, which may be some guide 
to you in considering our said recommendation. 


40. Your intention of easing us of the large expence of the construction 
of a fort at Burdwan is satisfactory by agreeing according to plans presented 

on the means of effectually securing the factory from any 
sudden irruptions of a country force, though no estimate 
of the expence appears to have been laid before the Board. 

We persuade ourselves the matter could not have been 
determined unless the charges were previously well considered of, and this 
according to former orders is a rule never to be departed from, that expensive 
buildings may not be begun before their cost has been perfectly ascertained. 


Lre. from 11th 
March 1765 Para. 
17. 


41. On this occasion you speak of plans having been laid before you, and 
in several former instances have done the like, which leads us to observe that 

a very slight respect has been shewn to the frequently 
repeated orders given for transmitting copies of all such as 
have been and shall be made and laid before the Board, which has only been 
done of the works at Calcutta and the survey of Chittagon[g], yet if has appear- 
ed to us that such have been in private custody here, particularly the survey of 
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the Calcutta lands. You will therefore be deemed highly culpable in for- 
bearing to pay the attention due on this important point, by furnishing us 
with copies of all draughts, plans and surveys in your custody made of our 
works, lands or of anv other kind whatsoever. 

42. We are very much surprised at and highly disapprove the concessions 
you have made to the Burdwan Rajah. We gave you our sentiments on your 

conduct in collecting the revenues of that province in our 
March letter of the 24th December last. We think this so glaring 

a neglect of our interest that we direct the Committee to 
make it an object of their enquiry, what could have induced you to accept 
any such terms when the cutcherry receipts sent annually to the Board have 
made it evident that the Rajah collected more than fifty lacks on his tenants. 
\^liat you write us of the sallamy to be paid on the birth of a son to the Rajah, 
is, like many other things relative to the Burdwan province, so obscure that 
we do not comprehend it and therefore require an explanation ; if it is meant 
that the sallamy is to be at the expence of the Company, it will add to our 
dissatisfaction at your conduct relative to that province. 

43. Since writing our letter of the 13th December 1765, wherein you 
were advised of our having appointed the twenty three young gentlemen 
therein named writers upon your establishment, we have appointed another 
^izt, William Wynne who is to take rank on the said list next below Samuel 
Michell, and as he had our permission to proceed in 1764 to Bengal, covenants 
to be executed by him are enclosed in the packet by the Lord Camden. 

44. Although we apprehend upon receiving the writers we have appoint- 
ed this season in addition to the covenant servants at present standing on 
your list you will have a sufficient number of civil servants to carry on the 
business of the Presidency, yet we would have you give us your sentiments 
thereon, that we may either send more or withhold our hands for some time, 
and in giving such information you are to particularize the several offices 
and departments, and how many it is necessary to station to each. 

45. You recommend Francis Gladman, who has wrote for some time under 

your Secretary, to be appointed a covenant servant, as we 
Lre. from 11th know nothing of him, we do not think proper to comply 
March 1765. Para, your recommendation, and we direct that you inform 

us how he came to Bengal and what were your motives for 
employing him, and if you find he had not our licence to reside in India you 
are to send him to England. 

46. At the instance of the friends of the Revd. Mr. Thomas Blomer 
one of our chaplains at Bombay, we have agreed to remove him from thence 
to fill up the vacancy of Chaplain at Fort William, and do now give directions 
accordingly to Bombay for his repairing to Bengal ; on his arrival there he is to 
be appointed Second Chaplain at the Presidency. 

47. With respect to Mr. Plaisted's application and your recommendation 
for his having the same standing on your establishment in the rank of cove- 

Lre from llth servants as he would have had from the time of our 

March 1765 Para, appointing him a factor for Bombay, and to rise in the service 
^7- in the usual course, we cannot comply therewith as by 

our letter of the 9th March 1763 he was appointed and fixed to be the 
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youngest factor upon the Bengal list only that he might have the pro- 
tection and advantages in trade enjoyed by our covenant servants. However, 
as we are sensible of his merit in the attention and assiduitv he has 
bestowed in the stations he has been employed in, we would have you give 
him all the reasonable encouragement his services deserve agreeable to his 
situation, in any other way than rising upon the Kst of covenant servants, 
which as before observed we do not think proper to comply with, especially 
as we are come to a resolution that no persons in a mihtary capacity shall for 
the future be admitted upon the civil list at Fort St. George. 

48. Roger Carter Esqr. having desired our permission to resign the 
Government of Fort Marlborough on account of his bad state of health and 
reside in some other part of India, we have accordingly given him leave to 
resign, but as we cannot comply with the other part of his request, he is 
directed to return directly to England upon the expiration of the time. It is 
our pleasure he should continue in the Government that is to say, until the 
last day of January 1767, unless a ship arrives upon the West Coast, in which 
he can take passage for England before that time, in which case he is to 
surrender up the Government upon his embarking on such ship, or as much 
sooner as may be convenient to him. 

49. We are now to inform you that we have appointed Richard Wyatt 
Esqr., President and Governour of Fort Marlborough and all its dependancies 
upon the w’-est coast of Sumatra to commence upon Mr. Carter’s quitting it 
as beforementioned, and we have settled the Council in the following manner 
vizt. 

50. Richard Wyatt Esqr., President and Governour as beforementioned, 
Air. Joseph Darvall, Second in Council and to succeed to the Government in 
case of a vacancy therein by the death or otherwise of Air. Wyatt, Alessrs. 
Robert Hay, third, George Scott, fourth, Robert Nairne, fifth, John Herbert, 
sixth, Hugh Stewart, seventh, John Guild, eighth and Stokeham Donston, 
ninth and last in the said Council. 

51. In our letter to you of the 21st November 1764, we admitted that 
Air, Henry Plowmian one of our covenant servants upon the Fort Marlborough 
establishment might continue in Bengal until he had discharged the trust 
reposed in him by Mr. Vansittart with respect to his private concerns. We 
now confirm the same, but at the same time we direct that as soon as those 
affairs are finished Mr. Plowman is forthwith to repair to his station at Fort 
Marlborough or return to England by the first conveyance that shall after- 
wards offer, which you are to signify to him, and also take care to see these 
directions are complied with. 

52. Upon the particular application of the friends of Air. Robert Hunter 
late one of our surgeons at Fort Alarlborough, we appointed him a factor 
there, but as we find he was permitted before notice of that appointment was 
received to proceed as surgeon of the Bute^ and you have since appointed him 
to be a supernumerary surgeon on the Bengal establishment we now direct 
that you signify to him that he is to return forthwith to Fort Alarlborough 
and take upon him the station of a factor on that establishment or that he 
return to England by the first convenient opportunity, one or other of which 
we give in charge to you to take care is complied with. 
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53. You are in future to add to your military list the names of all the 
cadets unprovided for, that we may know how those are preferred who we 
recommend from time to time, and this is the more necessary as it has been 
intimated that free merchants and others have been often advanced over 
the heads of those who proceed from hence with our directions to succeed in 
their turn as vacancies offer, for we lay it down as a rule that those who proceed 
under our orders are first to be provided for, unless you give us very good 
reasons to the contrary. And we further direct that all the cadets we send 
out be employed in the military service only, and not suffered to enter into 
any other employment, and further a regular list of the said cadets, distinguish- 
ing in what manner they are disposed of, must be sent us from time to time 
properly authenticated in your list of mihtary by the commanding officer 
for the time being. 

54. On consideration of the case of Captain John Francis de Beck, an 
officer who has served with reputation on the Fort St. George establishment, 
but being a foreigner, an inferior officer was advanced by the President and 
Council there, to a majority over the head of Captain de Beck on account 
only of his being a foreigner ; but as we have since formed our troops into 
battalions, with Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels and Majors to command them 
we see no reason why officers though foreigners should not rise to a certain 
rank, provided they are found deserving, and have therefore directed that 
Captain de Beck do succeed to the first majority at Fort St. George that shall 
become vacant after the receipt of the letter which these ships carry thither, 
but diat he is not to rise to an higher rank in our forces than Major, and that 
such restraint be observed as a standing rule for the future with respect to 
all foreigners, which we make you acquainted with that you may strictly 
observe the same, that is to say, that no foreigner is to be promoted to an 
higher rank than Major, and you are to make it known accordingly to all 
foreign officers serving in our troops under your Presidency. 

55. We have received a letter from Brigadier General Carnac dated the 
5th February 1765 apologising for having declined to accept of our service 
for some time, and assigning as the cause of his so doing, that he could not 
resume his station with propriety or with the prospect of being of any utility 
while the person continued in the Presidency whom he had rendered his 
inveterate enemy, meaning (as we suppose) our late President Mr. Vansittart. 
We find the same apology offered to you, in his letter to the Board of the 24th 
December 1764. This information from General Carnac (without which we 
might have remained wholly ignorant that he had declined our service) has 
led us into reflections on your conduct and his in no wise to the advantage of 
either. We can hardly impute to an involuntary omission your silence on 
this subject both in your letters to us and on your records. We find indeed 
on your Consultation the 29th October, a resolution to communicate to him 
our order of the 10th April 1764 which reinstated him, and we must suppose 
it was accordingly done. We must suppose also that he did not accept of our 
service at that time, although no such matter appears publickly, and this is 
one instance wherein you appear to us reprehensible, for you should have 
publickly insisted on his declaring himself, and whether his reasons appeared 
to you sufficient or otherwise, your resolution should have been recorded, and 
then, in either case you would have been at liberty to have taken proper 
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measures concerning the chief command of the army and its operations upon 
Major Munro's quitting it ; but so far was this from being the case, that when 
you received Major Munro’s letter of the 22nd November (read in Consulta- 
tion 6th December) intimating his intention of leaving the army the beginning 
of January, you contented yourselves with writing to him to stay as long as 
he could, and sufEered fourteen days more to elapse before you applied pubhck- 
ly to General Carnac to hold himself in readiness to proceed to the armv, and 
it was the 10th of January before he was actually ready to set out from 
Calcutta. In the mean time Major Munro quitted the command of the armv 
wfrich devolved on the next in rank. Sir Robert Fletcher,^ whose conduct /if 
it were rash as you at first seemed to think) might probably be occasioned 
by the ardent desire of effecting something that might give him an eclat 
before he should be obhged to yield the command to another, a spirit very 
laudable when tempered with prudence, but most dangerous to our affairs if 
exerted for the sole purpose of gaining reputation or wealth, and this risque 
might as probably have been avoided had General Carnac wholly declined 
our service and in consequence thereof Sir Robert Fletcher been invested 
regularly with the command, or if General Carnac had accepted our service 
at first and been ready to take the command on Major Munro’s quitting it. 

56. It appears then that from the 29th October to the 24th December, 
near two months, it remained a doubt w^h ether General Carnac w’ould act or 
not, and the reason he assigns to us and to you, for not accepting it sooner, 
leads us to another part of your conduct which w'e disapprove. We must sup- 
pose the same reasons were offered to you at first, and are so far from being 
admissible that they appear to us to have the most dangerous tendency, for if 
our officers shall think that enmity and resentment to individuals, amongst 
those who are invested with our authority, are motives sufficient to justify them 
in withholding their service, or in other words, if they entertain the notion 
that they cannot act with propriety under those wfrose opinions and measures 
they disapprove, this doctrine we say if admitted, strikes at the fundamental 
principle of government, which is subordination. This is so evident that w'e 
are astonished how you could suffer it to be offered to you without animad- 
version on your part, but indeed when we have so much cause to complain 
of its violation in all degrees of our servants, and whilst you yourselves in the 
disregard you have manifested to our orders, set so publickly the example, 
how should it be expected that those who are subjected to you should respect 
yours? With regard to General Carnac you must signify to him that we 
highly disapprove of his apology as well for the reasons before given, as for 
the asperity of his stile especially as but a few months before, General 
Carnac himself joined with others of the Council, in requesting Mr. Vansittart 
to remain in the chair. 

57. We sent to Fort Marlborough this season by the sliips Havannah and 
Hawke about one hundred military recruits, but being sensible they in addition 
to the present number of our military at that Presidency will very considerably 
exceed the establishment we have directed of three hundred Europeans, we 
have therefore acquainted our said President and Council that after making 
a proper reserve for deaths, they are to take the opportunity of the first and 
all convenient conveyances to send the surplus Europeans to our Presidencies 
at Fort William, Fort St. George or Bombay, giving the preference, however. 
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to the two first named, tvhere they will be more immediately necessary, and 
in order to prevent any difficulties that might arise at our said Presidencies 
with respect to rank, we have further directed that no commission officers 
do proceed with such surplus Europeans. Should therefore any of the recruits 
from Fort Marlborough in consequence of the above directions arrive at Fort 
St. George, tve have given directions to that Presidency, on duly considering 
all circumstances, either to detain them or forward them to you as shall appear 
best for the Company’s service. 

58. Ill order to comply with your pressing demand for recruits, and as the 
ships consigned to the Coast and Bav cannot conveniently carry so many as 
are w^anted, the Speaker and two of the latter Bombay ships are to call ffist 
at Fort St. George, with one hundred recruits on board each, which when 
landed, the ships are then to proceed to Bombay, their proper consigned port 
without loss of time. As to the said recruits w^e have directed our President 
and Council at Fort St. George, to forward all or as many as you may want 
bv the first o-ood conveyances. 

59. In our letter of the 24th December last you were directed to give us 
your reasons for entertaining Lewis du Gloss as an assistant with the rank 
of Captain in the Corps of Engineers. Upon observing the number of persons 
employed in that branch, it is more necessary that you should be very explicit 
in your said reasons and for wffiat particular purposes you entertained him, 
which you must without fail send us. And we further direct that when you 
want assistant engineers you advise us thereof, as we shall supply you from 
hence with such as you shall really want from time to time. 


60. We cannot ' without the utmost concern reflect upon the uncommon 
mortahty among the recruits on board the Lord Anson, by which 205 were 

lost out of 300 which w^ere sent aboard, as appears by a 
return our Paymaster received from Captain Parker, one 
^ arc / ara. military officers who took passage on the said ship, 

though in your letter of the 11th March last you say 224 
died before her arrival in the River, We must suppose that you did as soon 
as possible make an enquiry into what may have been the occasion of this 
extraordinary calamity, fatal to so many poor creatures and attended with 
great disappointment to your Presidency. But if you have not made such 
an enquhy, we direct that you immediately set about it in the strictest manner 
you are able, by examining all such persons who may be at your Presidency 
or elsewhere within your reach who were in the Lord Ajison, whether the 
captain, ship’s officers and any of the crew, or military officers, passengers and 
others. And send us an account of such enquiry by the first conveyances. 


61. Captain Parker in his said letter, a copy of which we now send for 
your information, attributes the mortality in a great measure to Captain 
Galbraith's not putting into the Cape, beating a long time upon the west coast 
of Sumatra, without calling at Fort Marlborough, both which he was earnestly 
pressed to do and being almost destitute of any thing proper for the men. 
These circumstances merit your particular attention in the enquiry you are 
to. make, and therefore we shall expect "you will be very minute therein, for 
if they are true, w’^e must conclude the Captain and owners have not comply ed 
with their agreement for laying in a sufficient stock of necessaries for the 
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voyage, and that the sufferings of the poor people have been aggravated by 
Captain Galbraith’s obstinacy. 

62. Considering your great want of recruits for the militarv service we 
are much concerned that the Prince of Wales was not arrived when the Bute 

left Bengal. This delay in Captain Abercromby by his 
Lre. from llth laying at the Cape of Good Hope from the 30th of Novem- 
March 1765 Para. of January is the more particular, as it 

appears by his letters to us, his people were in good health 
and he was ready to proceed on his voyage the 15th of December. We take 
it for granted you have examined into the reasons for Captain Abercromby ’s 
continuing so long at the Cape, which w^e shall expect you will fully inform 
us of by the first conveyances. If contrary to our expectations no such exami- 
nation has been made, you are to set about it upon the receipt of this, and 
acquaint us with the result by the very first conveyance afterwards. 

63. We find the account of salaries and gratuities has encreased of late 
years so very considerably by the practice you have fallen into contrary to 
our orders, of creating offices and annexing salaries without first obtaining our 
permission, that we have found it necessary to make the following reductions. 

64. The Military Pay-Master and Pay-Master of the Seapoys in Garrison 
w^e see are conducted by one person, w^e therefore direct that you either abolish 
the last or continue them two offices annexing current rupees one thousand 
to the former and five hundred to the latter. 

65. We cannot perceive by the detail of the management of the lands 
that it can require more than one person’s attendance in the duty of Secretary 
and Accountant, and therefore direct you to reduce the office of Accountant, 
or continue it and divide the salary to be to each of current rupees 50 
per month. 

66. When you advised us of your having annexed current rupees 300 
a month to the office of Persian Translator, we then recommended it to you 
to reduce it, to which we find you paid no attention. As the knowledge of the 
Persian language now leads to lucrative employments, we do not think it 
necessary to hold out such great rewards for it, we therefore direct you to 
reduce it to current rupees 100 per month and his assistant to current 
rupees 50 per month. 

67. As the secretaries have all such ample appointments w-e expect one 
of them shall at least be qualified for French Translator, and therefore that 
office and salary must be abolished, also that of Post Master which duty must 
be performed by the Assistant Secretary or one of the Sub Secretaries. The 
salary annexed to the Clerk to the Committee of Works must be reduced to 
current rupees 50 per month. The Sub Biixey and Sub Pay-Master of the 
Works are to go together at the salary of current rupees 30 per month. 

68. We are surprized at the great salary annexed to the office of the Clerk 
of the Court of Requests ; it must be reduced to current rupees 1000 and the 
salary of Clerk to the Court of Cutcherry must he reduced to current rupees 1200 
per annum. 

69. "As we are desirous to have our military expences well attended to, 
we shall acquiesce in the salary given to the Deputy Commissary and shall 
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expect to see the Commissary's books well kept up and regularly transmitted 
to us. 

70. We observe the clerkship of the Committee of Accounts is held by 
a writer who has three offices, it cannot therfore be a very laborious office, 
and we therefore reduce the salary to current rupees 500 per annum. 

71. Our good intention towards our junior servants in permitting salaries 
to be annexed to offices is in a great measure frustrated by the conferring 
various offices on one servant which indicates a partiality in the distribution 
of favours we by no means approve, and we therefore positively direct that 
none of our servants out of Council shall on any account be permitted to 
hold two gratuity places at one time, and we expect to see a strict conformity 
to this order in the next account of salary we shall receive after this reaches 
your Irands. 

72. The increase of our expence in surgeons for the hospitals, subordi- 
nates and army has already been taken notice of in our letter of the 15th 
February 1 765, and we expect to find that you have effected the reduction there 
recommended ; otherwise we positively order you to reduce the pay and allow- 
ance to the head surgeons within more moderate bounds. 

73. The additional allowance of 100 rupees per month, which you have 
made to the chaplains at your Presidency appears to us very great, but as you 
have represented the insufficiency of their former appointment and. as we are 
desirous that they should support their character in a suitable manner, we 
leave it to you to consider whether the increase of expences or the particular 
circumstances of the present gentlemen can make so large an advance necessary. 


74. However necessary it might be for the Fort William’s putting in at 
Sancta Cruz and the Cape of Good Hope, for supplying the recruits on board 


Lre. from 11th 
March 1765 Para. 


that ship with fresh provisions and other refreshments, yet 
your so readily allowing Captain Roch such a large sum 


as £1,299-2-10 for that service and some other articles he 


supplied them with out of his own stores, without entering into any examina- 
tion whatsoever, whether the said charge was reasonable or not, especially as 
it appears a shilling a day for each man during the time of the ship’s laying 
at the said places is included in the beforementioned sum, shews great in- 
attention to the Company’s interest, and as a further aggravation of your want 
of care, you refer us in your letter to the particulars on your Consultations of 
which that sum is composed, but upon turning thereto we find indeed Captain 
Roch’s letter entered, but nothing of the account referred to, so that we our- 
selves for want thereof are deprived of forming a judgment thereupon, any 
otherwise than as it appears a part of the charge consisted of fifteen pipes of 
wine at 250 Arcot rupees a pipe, whereas the price at Sancta Cruz could not 
exceed £10 a pipe cask and all charges included, from which we may suppose 
the rest of the articles to be proportionably exorbitant. We insist upon your 
entering into an examination of that account, and to see what has been 
unnecessary or overcharged, and if Captain Roch or any representative of him 
or the owners are in India, that you recover the amount ; if not, send us a 
full account of your proceedings, a copy of the account and your opinion upon 
the whole that we may endeavour to recover the amount here. 
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75. At the same time that you agreed to discharge the beforementioned 
sum, you ordered payment to Captain Roch of the ballance of the freight of the 
Fort William amounting to £1,645-3-8 making together the sum of £2,944-6-6 
for which you granted certificates on us, hut to shew Your further negligence 
and inattention, you have not sent us a copy of the said account, as you ought 
to have done and must still do, and in drawing the said certificate, instead of 
describing that the money was paid into cash on the beforementioned accounts, 
you have expressly said it was on his indulgence, which implies it was the 
produce of his private trade, and consequently lays us under a difficulty with 
respect to the payment of the said certificate. 


76. The greatest care and regularity should always be observed in drawing 
upon us for monies paid into your cash, but sorry we are to be under the neces- 
sity of saying that of late but little attention has been had 
thereto, and to shew what we assert is not without 
foundation, we shall point out some particulars on account 
of the draughts by the Bute lately arrived. 


Lre. from 
March. 


11th 


77. You mention in your letter that you had drawn on us for the 
remainder of the menty lacks of that season as per register annexed, but omit 
the amount, and the register referred to is a list of bills without dates, totals, or 
being signed by you, the accountant, sub accountant or any other person what- 
soever, by which omissions the proper checks are lost, for the future therefore 
you are to take care that the advices in the body of your letters and the registers 
correspond with each other and that you sign the latter as well as the letters. 


78. The certificates you granted to Capt. IMaitland, his Chief hlate and 
Purser for money paid into cash on account of their indulgence, are drawn 
payable at ninety days sight and two shillings and four pence a rupee, whereas 
according to our former orders and constant practice, the time of payment and 
rate of exchange should be left to us to ascertain and consequently ought not 
to have been inserted in the certificates. Neither these certificates or the before- 
mentioned one granted to Captain Roch are added as they ought to have been 
to the register annexed to your letter, nor are they signed by the accountant or 
sub accountant even with the initial letters of their names. It is surprising 
you could venture to sign them without so essential an authentication, and we 
positively direct that for the future the accountant or sub accountant sign their 
names at length to every bill and certificate that we may be assured the money 
for which tliey are drawn is regularly paid into cash. And we further direct 
that you take care that the sums granted for bills or certificates be entered up 
to the very day of dispatch, in your treasury accounts to be transmitted by 
every ship, that they may as a further check exactly correspond with your 
letters and registers which is not the case in those by the Bute. 

79. As the draughts upon us in the course of the last season amounted 
to so large a sum as twenty lacks of rupees besides those mentioned in your 
letter by the Bute for Major Munro and the officers of his regiment and the 
captain and officers of the said ship, you did well in refusing to receive any 
further sums, and here we recommend it to you in the strongest manner to 
be extremely careful to draw upon us from time to time for no more than 
shall be absolutely necessary for the Company’s service, for if you lose sight 
of that to serve individuals we shall highly resent it. 
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80. As there are some debits and credits on the ballances of your books 
ending 1763, which are in a great measure imaginary and prevent us from 
seeing the real balance of your stock, we recommend to you to consider how 
far this may be remedied without any inconvenience. 

81. With respect to the account restitution 1757 though we suppose that 
most parts of it are by this time adjusted, yet as the manner in which this 
transaction was at first conducted, has prevented the state of the several funds 
from appearing on your books, it may be necessary to let the whole account 
continue as at present while the balance to the European sufferers remains 
unadjusted. 

82. But as to the credit given the Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn for current 
rupees 11,62,277-9-5 we do not see the expediency of your continuing the same 
on balance ; that sum appearing to be for pay of the army at Patna might 
properly have been carried to the credit of your campaign operations, and 
indeed we cannot account for your not doing this at the same time that you 
wrote off at once the campaign operations for several years. However, if you 
should not have discharged your subsequent books of this sum, or have not 
sufficient reason for it’s continuance, the same should be wrote off as such 
imaginary credits diminish the nett balance of your stock. 

83. We also observe that the expedition against the Dutch and the 
indemnification received from them remain both on balance. If these accounts 
are corapleated and nothing further is to be paid or received on either, we see 
no reason why they may not be closed and the difference wrote off to profit and 
loss. 


84. We could not but be surprised to see account deposits stand debtor 
in a sum of current rupees 11,674-4-6. This we find to be owing to your having 
paid to that amount more than the deposits in your hands, and in examining 
the several accounts comprehended under this head, it appears that the over- 
payment was to the estate of Major Kilpatrick. In order therefore that we 
may not suffer by the inattention of our servants at your Presidency, we expect 
that you will without delay take every measure in your power for the recovery 
of the sum that has been overpaid hut if by the length of time that has elapsed, 
you should have lost the opportunity of applying to the proper persons in 
Bengal, you must not fail to send us a regular account thereof, authenticated 
under the seal of the Mayor’s Court, together with such information as may be 
necessary to support a demand in England. At the same time that we mention 
this to you we must still observe that we shall not rest satisfied with such a loss, 
for in this or in every other like instance of neglect, we consider our servants 
as answerable for the consequences and expect to be indemnifyed by them. 

85. There are other debits also on your books which have remained 
intariable for several years and ought to have been adjusted or reasons assigned 
for their continuance, particularly those in the names of John Cooke, Adrian 
Bisdom, Luke Scrafton and William Watts. If these accounts shall not have 
been closed on your later books, they must be immediately examined into, and 
proper measures taken for the recovery of what shall then appear justly due, 
but if from any cause you should not be able to effect the same, you must 
carefully state such accounts and transmit them to us duly authenticated, 
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giving us a full explanation of them and assigning the reasons why they have 
remained uncleared for so long a time. 

86. As to the balances brought from your books 1756, such as old factories 
and buildings, old outstanding debts, dadney due from the merchants, goods 
from Europe per ship Lynn 1750, chunam contract and charges law suits, though 
it may be thought expedient to continue the same, yet that tve may not be 
misled in our estimate of your real stock, w^e w^ould have such debits as vou 
deem irrecoverable, or cannot be considered of anv value, follow^ each other 
on your balance under the general title of desperate or bad debts, that ’we may 
as we shall see occasion, give you further instructions with respect thereto. 

87. We have from time to time remarked on your omission to supply us 
with several materials requisite for our better examination into the different 
parts of the transactions of your Presidency, but here we cannot avoid remind- 
ing you that as the state of your revenues is become so great an object of atten- 
tion, it is necessary that we should be acquainted with every particular relative 
thereto, which we cannot discover by your general books even w^ere they trans- 
mitted in due time, as those books do not shew^ us what balances are out- 
standing, or the particular charges attending the collection of each respective 
revenue. We therefore direct that in future you send us regularly every year 
the purgunnah accounts and those of the Committee of New Lands, digested 
in such a manner that we may not only see the amount of the gross annual rent 
(where such is ascertained) but also the receipts and particular charges attend- 
ing the collection whereby we may also be enabled to discover the arrears of 
each revenue. 

88. And here we are led to remark that had such an account been before 
you when you ordered the President to be paid his commission of 2^ per cent 
on the nett revenues of Burdwan, Chittagong and Midnapore, you would then 
have known the exact charges and not have drawn such commission on an 
estimate of them as appears by the account entered on Consultations 12th 
March 1764. 

89. The expence of your marine being to a considerable amount, and it 
being frequently necessary for us to examine into the articles of which it is 
composed, we likewise direct that a copy of your Master Attendant's books be 
every year transmitted to us. 

90. As you cannot plead the want of a sufficient number of covenant 
servants at your Presidency to transact with ease the business of it, we rely 
on your punctually supplying us in future with copies of all subsidiary books 
signed by each respective officer and here w^e cannot but observe to you that 
all copies must be carefully compared with the originals, the neglect of which 
appears by the frequent inaccuracies that we meet with in the books you send 
us, and even in your General Books, which we have the greater cause to 
complain of, as those are or always ought to be signed by your sub accountant, 
who should take care that they are duly examined. 

91. By the balances of your accounts current with your subordinates 
(Cossimbuzar and Dacca in particular) we find that they are debited for many 
articles to a very large amount which they had not brought on their books. 
This discovers such carelessness and inattention in our servants at your sub- 
ordinates as is highly blameable, and indeed we cannot acquit you of censure 
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for suffering those accounts to continue from year to year without being 
adjusted in a proper manner. 

92. But as we know not how far these differences may have been accounted 
for in their books subsequent to April 1762, we can here only direct that (in 
case this should not have been done) you immediately enter upon a strict 
enquiry into the reasons of the difference betwixt their balances and your own, 
and as we have already given you orders for sending us copies of your sub- 
ordinate books, w'e hope and expect to receive them in future clear of that 
irregularity and confusion, in which we have such reason to fear they have 
been kept for several years. 


Supplement 


93, Since giving you an account in the beginning of this letter, of a vesseks 
following the Cruttenden, Havamiah and Hawke in order to put aboard one 
or other of the said ships her cargo of bales and cases, we have received certain 
information that the said goods were delivered on board the Cruttende^i off 
Dover, you are therefore hereby directed to pursue all the directions and orders 
given in this letter, that of the Secret Committee and all others referred to 
with respect to illicit trade in the most exact and punctual manner. And we 
must here assure you that if through your neglect the said goods shall escape 
being seized on the Company’s account, you will incur our highest displeasure. 

94. And further considering our proceedings with respect to illicit trade 
w^ere so w^ell known, we look upon the receiving the said goods on board 
the Cruttenden as the highest insult upon and contempt of our authority. If 
therefore it shall appear to you upon the strictest enquiry as before directed, 
with this addition of examining the mates and the rest of the officers of the 
ship in the most solemn manner upon oath, that the said goods are actually 
on board, or have been aboard and delivered before her arrival at your port, it 
is our express and positive order, and upon no pretence or consideration w^hatso- 
over to be dispensed with, that you forthwith dismiss Captain Bowland from 
the command of the Cruttenden, and send him to England by the first 
conveyance that offers, excepting in the said ship, and appoint his chief officer 
Captain in his room, as we are thoroughly satisfied Captain Bowland must 
either be actually concerned in the said goods, or that he knowingly received, 
or permitted them to be received on board, or both, which we look upon in the 
same aggravating light. 


95. As His Majesty’s ship the Argo was sent to China so late in the season 
with such a large consignment to the China Council as ten lacks of rupees 

you did w^ell as we have before observed for greater security, 
Lre. hyp 6tli send the Cuddalore schooner to accompany her. 

9 . ' Altnough the said remittance has been of signal use, yet 

we shall be glad to be informed of the expence the Company 
have been put to on this occasion ; you are therefore to make' a calculate of the 
freight, demorage, w'ages and all other charges and expences whatsoever 
incurred by sending the schooner to and in China, and her return to Bengal, and 

transmit the same to us by the first conveyances together with your opinion 
thereupon. 
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96. We have frequently represented the bad tendency of sending to 
private persons accounts of our affairs in India, and forbid such practices parti- 
cularly in our letters to you under date of the 1st April 1760 paragraph 116 , 
the 19th February 1762 paragraph 57 and the 1st June 1764 paragraph 48, and 
as the liks notices were communicated to our other Presidencies, no person can 
with propriety plead ignorance of them. Having premised this, we are to 
inform you, that we received by the penny post from a friend of Sir Robert 
Fletcher’s, an open letter from Sir Robert, addressed to our Secret Committee, 
dated Eliabad Fort 12th February 1765, relating to the operations of the army 
under his command, so that his friend had the perusal thereof, which on no 
account whatsoever ought to have been done, and even that in preference to 
ourselves. The manner of sending this letter, even supposing be should 
pretend ignorance of our beforementioned orders, is so disrespectful and 
slighting, that unless he shall give you very satisfactory reasons for this his 
imprudent and prejudicial conduct, we shall resent it in a way that will be 
very disagreeable to him, and this you are forthwith to communicate to Sir 
Robert and demand his reasons accordingly. 


97. In order entirely to put a stop to these prejudicial practices, we now 
confirm in the strongest manner the directions w'e have given in our before- 
mentioned letters, and wt enjoin you our President and Council to take care 
that they are strictly carried into execution for the future. And you are to 
make these our orders as publickly known as possible, that no person in w^hat- 
ever station he may be can have it in his power to plead ignorance. 


98. Messieurs George Buck and Francis Swain Ward, two of the mutinous 
lieutenants late upon the Fort St. George establishment, mentioned in our 
letter of the 15th February 1765, who were so deservedly dismissed the service, 
having applied to us to be reinstated, w^e have not only rejected their petition, 
but as persons of such turbulent dispositions may be the occasion of many 
difficulties and trouble, we have determined not to permit them ever to serve 
the Company again in any of their settlements, or be allowed to reside in or 
return to India again on any pretence or consideration whatsoever, of which 
we give you this notice that if they should get out without our knowledge, 
you are without fail to send them to England again by the first conveyance 

that offers. 


99. As we have not heard any thing of the oAer three lieutenants vizt 
Tohn Bridger Arnold Hunterman and Robert Phillips wffio were connected 
with and equhy guUty with Messrs. Buck and Ward, we shall expect upon the 
arrival of the next ships to hear if they have been found within the hmits of 
vour Presidency, that you have complied with the positive opers m our said 
letter of the 15th February 1765 for sending them to England, but if contrary 
to our expectations they have not been carried into execution, you are to 
enquire strictly after them, and send them to England by the very first con- 
veyance, as persons highly unfit to reside at any of our settlements whatsoever. 

We send the like orders to our other Presidencies. 


100. In consequence of your request, in the 1st paragraph ^ *e 
supplement of your letter dated 11th March 1765, we have obtained, 
with send you, an attested copy of His Majesty s free pardon for Radachuind 

Metre.® 


Vol. IV— II 



162 


LETTER FROM COURT 


101. Upon the proceedings transmitted to us of the General Quarter 
Sessions, when the convict was tried, we are to observe to you that he is indicted 
for feloniously presenting the forged codicil, tvhich is not the offence mentioned 
in the statute, and tlierefore we must suppose this to be a mistake in the copy, 
and that the indictment preferred was for feloniously publishing the said forged 
codicil as a true one. This codicil, and also all forged wills and deeds upon 
which capital indictments are preferred should be literally set forth and the 
indictment would have been quashed in our courts here for want of form. In 
the present case we find no where amongst the proceedings or in your packet 
a copy of the forged codicil, and w^e observe too, that one of the subscribing 
witnesses to it positively swears, that Coja Solomon desired him to attest this 
codicil. Certainly the jury w'ere the best judges of the weight that ought to 
be given to this man’s testimony, but upon the evidence appearing on the face 
of these proceedings without a knowledge of the credibility and character 
of the witnesses, there appears but slender legal evidence to ground a conviction 
of the prisoner upon and we are very glad you have interfered in his behalf. 

102. The copy of a letter from hlr. John Zephaniah HolwelF dated in 
London the i3th April 1763, addressed to Mr. John Wollaston at Bengal has 
been communicated to us, signifying he had appointed him his attorney there, 
for receiving on his account the remaining part of a teep or obligation Mr. 
Holwell had obtained from the Nabob (Cossim Ally Khan) for two lacks of 
sicca rupees whereof he had received before his departure Rs. 50,000, as a 
grateful acknowledgment for the friendship he had shewn him, and cautioning 
Mr. Wollaston to use all his prudence and secrecy in the said transaction, as 
were also the subjoined copies of a letter from Mr. James Amyatt to Mr. Warren 
Hastings (then in Bengal) dated the 2nd of March, desiring to know what 
answer should be given to Mr. Holwell relative to the obligation above- 
mentioned, which had been left in Mr. Hastings’s management, and of a letter 
signed W.H. supposed to be from Mr. Hastings in reply thereto without date, 
signifying that he had received a lack of rupees and accounted with him for 
it copies of all which, in the manner they w^ere laid before us, we now transmit 
to you for your fuller information in this affair. 

103. The said letters confirm us in the opinion, which we have had too 
much reason to entertain, that Air. Holwell and others received large sums of 
the late Nabob Cossim Ally Khan for seating him in the suhahship by the 
deposal of Meer Jaffier, as the said revolution has been attended with infinite 
trouble and expense, and there is reason to apprehend the lucrative view of 
individuals had too great a share in bringing it about, we do therefore positively 
direct, that you do forthwith make the strictest enquiry in your power into 
the transaction mentioned in the said letters with respect to Mr. Holwell’s 
teep for two lacks of rupees, also of what further sums he received from the 
Nabob by the way of donation or under any other denomination, whether by 
agreement in writing or otherwise, in what manner they were obtained and for 
what services. xA.nd you are to transmit to us by the first conveyances, copies of 
such your examinations, authenticated in the most solemn manner by the 
oaths of all persons whatsoever, who know any thing of the said affair, whether 
they are in the Company’s service or otherwise and in particular of the said 
Air. A.m^ att who is now at your Presidency. A,s we have before observed 
that there is too much reason to believe others received large sums of money for 
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bringing about or being in some way concerned in the said revolution, you are 
further hereby positively directed to make the like enquiry, and with the same 
strictness and solemnity whether anv of our servants civil and militarv, or anv 
Other persons whatsoever, have received any sum or sums of money on that 
account and what. And you are to acquaint us with the names of such persons 
and the sums they have so received, together with all the circumstances 
attending the same, authenticated as before directed. We are further to 
acquaint you that it is our meaning that your enquiry is to extend not only 
to the sums received at the precise period of the said revolution, but also to 
whatever was received on that account, whether before or after it, as we look 
upon the whole in the same light. 

104. We are since informed that the beforementioned lack of rupees 
received by Mr. Hastings was paid to him by Coja Petruse, w^ho though he is 
since dead, his family must undoubtedly know of this transaction. You are 
therefore to examine them in the same strict and solemn manner as before 
directed, and send us the result thereof at the same time with vour other 
enquiries. 

105. In our letter of the 13th of December last, we gave you an account 
of the disposition of the voyages of the several ships gone and proceeding to 
India this season, and although we apprehend you will there find sufficient 
information and directions for their being dispatched home the same season, 
yet to prevent the least mistake in so important an affair, we now declare to 
you that it is our meaning that no other than the Osterley destined from 
Bombay to China (or in case of any accidents preventing it, some other ships 
in her room) is to be detained a season extraordinary at any of our settlements 
on any pretence whatsoever if it can possibly be avoided, as we are determined 
to put a stop to the ranging about of our shipping from port to port, which has 
been too much practiced of late to the great detriment of the Company and 
the owners. In our said letter you were directed to mutually fix upon a plan 
with our other Presidencies for dispatching home all our ships accordingly^ 
which we shall depend upon being carried into execution so far as your 
Presidency may be concerned. We cannot foresee the several circumstances 
that may happen, but thus far we can say, it is our further meaning, and 
consequently our directions, that if a ship shall happen to be at your Presidency 
from any of our other settlements, and it shall be too late for her return 
to such settlement or settlements, to be dispatched home in time to save her 
passage, you are in such case, if you have a cargo for her, to dispatch her home 
from your Presidency, even though it may be something short of the charter- 
party tonnage. We now give the like orders to our Presidencies of Fort St. 
George and Bombay. 

106. We have acquainted our President and Council at Bombay, that in 
case the Osterley should by any unforeseen events be prevented from proceeding 
to China so early in the year 1767 as to save her passage thither agreeable to her 
present destination, in such case the N ottingham is to have the preference of 
that voyage. 

107. We have likewise informed and directed them that if the Nottingham 
does not proceed to China, and arrives at Bombay in good time, they are to 
send her to your Presidency and Fort St. George, either on freight, or with a 
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suitable cargo on the Company's account, or partly both, to be returned back 
again in such a manner as will make the voyage turn out most to the advantage 
of the Company, and we give the like directions with respect to employing the 
Duke of Albany in the same manner. We send you and our Presidency of 
Fort St. George this information that you may be ready respectively to take the 
necessary measures for the Company’s best advantage by the said two ships 
voyages. 

108. Notwithstanding this arrangement for the voyages of the Nottingham 
and Duke of Albany, it is our meaning that they are to be employed in the 
manner pointed out, provided the rules laid down in the 105th paragraph are 
strictly conformed to, and upon no other terms, of which you and our other 
Presidencies are to take the necessary care. 


We are. 

Your loying friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / Cha. Cutts / 
Heny. Savage / John Manship / Fredk. 
Pigou / F. W. Barrington / Thos. 
Saunders / John Roberts / J. Creswicke / 
Edwd. Wheler / George Cuming / J. 
Par doe / John Stephenson / Charles 
Chambers / John Harrison / J. Purling / 
London, Luke Scrafton / Hen. Hadley / E. H, 

the 19th February 1766. Cruttenden / Jos. DuPre. 
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LETTER DATED 26 MARCH 1766 


Prohibition of opium in China — no free mercharit to be admitted to civil or 
7mlitary service without permission. 


Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. The ships Lord Camden, Pigot and Speaker left the Downes on the 
21st of February : the two first carried our letter to you in duplicate under date 
of the I9th of the same month, a triplicate whereof we take the opportunity 
of sending by the Devonshire which ship with the Arison are now under 
dispatch for Fort St. George and Bombay. 

2. We have been very fortunate this season in the early outset of our 
several ships as you will observe by the lists transmitted to you, the last we 
dispatched were the Osterley, Duke of Albany and Nottingham directly to 
Bombay which sailed from the Downes on the 16th and 17th of March. We 
hope the same good fortune will attend the abovementioned ships, Devonshire 
and Anson the only ones of this season remaining, especially as you have 
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been already advised their being ordered first to Fort St. George is to land 
about 100 military recruits from each to be disposed of as mentioned in the 
58th paragraph of our letter under date of the 19th of February in consequence 
of your earnest request for recruits. 

3. As it may possibly happen that the Devonshire and Anson mav not 
reach the Coast of Choromandei in a proper season to land the beforementioned 
recruits, though we hope that will not be the case, on such a supposition, 
however, we have given the commanders discretional orders to make the best 
of their way to Bombay ; but as our only view in ordering the said ships first 
to Fort St. George was to supply that Presidency and you with the recruits 
they carry we have directed our President and Council of Bombay, in case the 
ships should not be able to reach Fort St, George, to carry our intentions into 
execution in the best and most expeditious manner they can by forw^arding 
the said recruits either to your or Fort St. George Presidency by the first convey- 
ances that offer. 

4. It has been intimated to us that sundry articles of private trade to a 
large amount were put on board the Argo frigate and the Cuddalore sloop 
which attended her from Bengal to China among which was a very considerable 
quantity of opium of which no notice has been taken in any of your advices ; 
a neglect that is very displeasing to us which we expect and direct you will 
in some measure attone for by immediately making a strict enquiry into the 
several species, qualities and values of the said private trade so shipped, to whom 
they belonged with every other particular that may give us a full insight into 
this transaction, all w^hich you are to transmit to us without fail by the first 
conveyances that offer after your receiving this letter. 

5. As opium is prohibited by the Chinese Government to be imported 
in that kingdom, and the introducing it there can be only in a clandestine 
manner, we have too much reason to apprehend very bad consequences may 
result to the Company by the embarrasment of their affairs with the said 
government. You are therefore to be more particularly attentive in the course 
of your said enquiry wdth respect to this article that we may have the fullest 
and clearest account of every circumstance relating thereto necessary for our 
information. 

6. To the many disagreeable circumstances taken notice of in our letter 
of the 19th of February last with respect to the bales w’'hich Captain Maitland 
of the Bute returned as not being able for want of room in his ship to receive 
them aboard, and the loss of those by the foundering of the Nancy sloop 
making in the whole 359 bales, we are to add this further mortification that it 
appears upon our Warehousekeeper’s comparing the goods received with the 
invoice and bill of lading that by much the greatest part of the said 359 bales 
were the finest part of the cargo, which you were much to blame in sending 
down last, considering the lateness of the season and the hazard they w^ere 
thereby actually exposed to. You are therefore in future to take care that 
the fine goods be sent aboard in time that if any are returned it may fall 
upon the coarse and not the fine goods. 

7. In our said letter we mentioned the difficulties we were under for 
getting at the knowledge of the sorts of the goods returned, in order to prevent 
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any future neglects of this kind to what we have directed in our said letter, we 
add, that upon the dispatch of every ship one of our covenant servants as well 
as the Master Attendant do proceed down the River for that purpose as used 
formerly to be the custom who is to see the whole dispatch regularly conducted 
and to acquaint us by letter of every particular necessary for our information. 

8. As we have reason to believe that persons who proceed to or reside 
in the East Indies with our permission under free merchants covenants, in the 
seafaring way or otherwdse, have a view^ therein of getting into the Company's 
service ; in order to prevent this illicit practice, you are therefore to observe 
it as an invariable rule or standing order, that no free merchant or any other 
person proceeding to or residing in the East Indies, whether with or without 
our permission, be admitted or taken into either the civil or military service of 
the Company on any pretence w^hatsoever without our express leave. 

9. As you have not complied with the orders given in the 87th paragraph 
of the General Letter of the 22nd February 1764 for transmitting distinct and 
sufficient lists of seafaring persons and of free merchants inhabitants and others 
residing at Fort William and under the Presidency, we are under the necessity of 
acquainting you that a further delay in paying a full and proper obedience to 
those directions will meet with our resentment. We therefore positively insist 
on your immediate compliance with those orders and that the lists to be framed 
and sent in consequence thereof, do include every European (not in the 
covenanted civil or our military service) resident either at Fort William, the 
subordinates or any place within the limits of the Presidency with a precise 
and full description of their quality or profession, the time of their arrival, 
whether they are or are not licensed and every other information that may 
render such lists as complete and perfect as possible. 

10. As the services of so good an officer as Major Charles Pemble will be 
of great utility to the Company on the Bombay establishment, he is to return 
thither accordingly by the first opportunity either with or without the rest of 
the commission officers of the Bombay detachment under his command when- 
ever he or they can be spared ; and as you have granted him a major’s brevet 
on your establishment, so long as he continues in Bengal, notwithstanding 

Para. 75. therefore what was said in our letter of the 24th December 

last, you are to acquaint him that upon his arrival at 
Bombay, the President and Council have our directions to grant him a major’s 
commission there to bear even date with the brevet you gave him vizt.j on 
the first day of January 1764 and take rank next to Major John Gouin, and 
in case of the death of that gentleman, that IVIajor Charles Pemble is to succeed 
him in the command of the Company’s forces upon the Bombay establish- 
ment and that it is our meaning he is immediately upon his return to have 
the command of his artillery company again ; and we have further directed 
that in consideration of his being promoted to the rank of major he have 
an allowance of five shillings a day in addition to his pay as captain of an 
artillery company. 

11. As you have made no reply to the 12th paragraph of our letter of the 
22nd February 1764 lequiring that Martin Biggleston who had deserted from 
his station of third mate of the Earl Temple, should be sent to England, and 
his friends, being very anxious for a knowledge of his situation, you are to 
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consider our former directions as in full force if lie should be living, and in that 
case or otherwise collect and transmit as authentick accounts as you can obtain 
of all circumstances relating to him that we may be enabled to give his 
relations all the satisfaction in our power. 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy. Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / Heny. 
Savage / Cha. Gutts / John hlanship / 
John Harrison / F. W. Barrington / 
John Stephenson/Hen. Hadley /George 
Cuming/ Charles Chambers/ J. Pardoe/ 
Edwd. Wheler / Jos. DuPre / John 
Roberts / Thos. Saunders / Wm. Web- 
London, ber / Fredk. Pigou / J. Purling / Luke 

26th March 1766. Scrafton. 
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LETTER DATED 2 MAY 1766 

Congratulate Clive on the treaty settlejnent aiid on the suppression of 
corruption — request him to continue for another season in Bengal. 

rii 

J. HE Right Honorable Robert Lord Clive Baron of Plassey, K. B., President 
and Governor of Fort William in Bengal. 


My Lord, 

1. The Admiral Stevens arrived here in a leaky condition at Lisbon on the 
31st March from whence Captain Griffin sent all the packets committed to his 
care in one of the King’s packet boats which we received on the 19th of last 
month. 

2. It gave us the utmost pleasure to observe by those despatches with what 
zeal and indefatigableness, and which we have the highest sense of, Your Lord- 
ship has pursued the true interest of the Company in many affairs of great 
consequence, more particularly in settling the peace of the country upon so 
advantageous a footing as well to the Company as all others concerned and 
in detecting and in laying open to our view the general corruption, rapacity 
and oppression of our servants. 

3. The stability of Your Lordship’s plan with respect to our possessions 
and revenues, the peace of the country and effecting a thorough reformation 
in the excessive abuses and negligence of our servants require time, care and 
ability to accomplish. We cannot therefore but be under great concern at the 
notice Your Lordship has given us of your intention to leave Beneal the end of 
this year. But as the interest of the Company depends upon Your Lordship’s 
perfecting what you have laid so good a foundation for, it is our earnest and 
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unanimous request that you will continue another season in Bengal/ the doing 
which will further add to the honor and reputation Your Lordship has already 
most deservedly acquhed and will lav a lasting obligation upon the Company. 

4. This request is of so much consequence that we have thought it 
necessarv to send it overland to be forwarded to Bengal by way of Bussorah, 
as it may probably come to your hand before the arrival of the Mercury 
packet which we are using our endeavors to get away in about a fortnight, 
by which we shall send our sentiments, observations, and directions upon the 
several advices received by the Admiral Steevens as fully as so short a time 
will admit of. 

We are, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s loving friends, 

Geo. Dudley / Tho. Rous / Rob. Jones / 
Jno. Stephenson / J. Purling / Fredk. 
Pigou / Heny. Savage / Thos. Saunders / 
Christ. Baron / F. W. Barrington / 
Chas. Chambers / J. Creswicke / J. 
Pardoe/George Cuming/Peter Du Cane 
Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/John Roberts/ 
Geo. Wombwell / Jno. Harrison / Edwd, 
Wheler / Jos. Du Pre / Luke Scrafton. 
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LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

Regret persistence in illicit trade by captains of Company's ships — 
jealousy of European nations at the power of the British — approve the 

amicable manner in which the French received the settlements in consequence 
of the treaty — misbehaviour and corruption of servants on the accession of 
Najniud-Daulah — composition of the Council at Bengal — no military officer to 
have permanent seat in the Council — contmuance of the Select Co77i7nittee m 
Bengal — powers of the Select Co77i7nittee — restrictions on grant of bills a7id 
receipt of 7noney for certificates — Clive to have bills or certificates for the money 
from his jagir — ask for an account of the Diwani of Be7igal, Bihar a7id Orissa. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last advices to you went under date of the 26th of March past to 
Fort St. George, by the ships Devonshire and A7iso7i, they proceeded on their 
voyages the 6th of April following ; those advices were directed to be expediti- 
ously forwarded to you, and triplicate thereof accompanies this. 

2. On the 31st March last the ship Ad7niral Steeve7is was obliged in a very 
leaky condition to put into Lisbon to refit ; from that port came to our hands 
on the 19th ultimo by the Expedition packet boat, to which the same w^ere 


London, 

2nd May 1766. 
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transhipped, the several packets committed to Captain GrifSn's charge 
enclosing your General Letter, also letter from the Select Committee both dated 
the 30th September last, and letter from the Right Hon’ble the President of 
the same date with the several accompanying treaties, sunnuds, firmans and 
other particulars agreeable to the lists which accompanied the respective 
packets, under which the same were enclosed ; the said ship arrived in the 
Downes the 10th instant. 

3. On the 2nd instant we dispatched overland under the strictest orders 
for the speediest conveyance thereof, a short letter to the Right Hon*ble the 
President, conveying our approbation of the measures his Lordship had taken 
and was pursuing so indefatigably and zealously for the Company's advantage, 
a duplicate thereof went by the same route on the .... and triplicate of 
it sealed is enclosed to be opened by the Select Committee only in case of Lord 
Clive’s absence. 

4. Since the election on the 9th of April of Dhectors for die current year, 
w'e have appointed George Dudley Esqr., Chairman of the Court, Thomas Rous 
Esqr., Deputy Chairman, with Charles Cutts, Robert Jones and Henry Savage 
Esqrs., our Committee of Secrecy ; they are invested with the usual powders 
for giving such directions as they shall see fit, for the safety of our outw^ard 
and homeward bound ships ; such orders therefore as in consequence they shall 
give, are by the persons to whom the same shall be addressed, to meet with 
all due obedience. 

5. That you may as soon as possible be informed of our sentiments in 
general, on the important points effected since Lord Clive's Government, w'e 
have caused the Mercury snow burthen 140 tons, navigated with 28 men and 
carrying guns commanded by Captain Henry Gardiner to be fitted as expedi- 
tiously as the nature of the service requires as an advice vessel for that purpose, 
on her arrival at the Presidency, it is left to your discretion to return her 
hither if wanted for like occasion or to employ or dispose of her in such manner 
as may appear most for our advantage ; the snow being thus employed, no 
goods are shipped on our account, but we have placed in the commander’s 
hands, one thousand ounces of foreign silver for her use in the voyage, if she 
should be under the necessity of putting into any port for repairs or refreshment, 
he is therefore to account for the disposal of any part of it, and deliver the 
ballance thereof to you. We enclose an inventory of the Mercury^ and every 
thing belonging to her, the account of the charge of the outset, the contract of 
the mariners and their respective wages, the manifest of private trade licensed 
to be shipped, copy of the captain’s instructions and all other necessary papers. 

6. Should there be no occasion for the return of the Mercury to England, 
and it shall appear proper to employ her in any manner or for any time in our 
service, you may continue the captain, officers and crew^ in her ; if she shall 
be disposed of, we recommend it to you, after paying the wages in full that may 
be due, to provide for them in the Company’s service according to their merit 
and stations, and they are to take their standing from the dates of their 
entering into it, which will appear in the enclosed contract ; otherwise they 
may, if they prefer it, engage in the private sea service, but should they be 
desirous of returning to England, and there are no berths procurable in our 
freighted ships, you will give them orders to be received on board, and wx will 
make an allowance according to charterparty terms, for their passage thereon. 
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7. By this conveyance we write to the Select Committee in answer to 

their. letter of the 30th September last, but as our letter to them contains 

matter of general and great unportance to the affairs of the Presidency when 

it is laid before you, it is to be regarded and obeyed to all intents and purposes, 

as if directed to vou in the usual manner of a General Letter. 

* 


8. It is extremely satisfactory to us to observe how seasonably you entered 
upon the consideration of a provision for the ships consigned to Bengal, and 
Lre from 30tli measures to be taken for assisting towards the dispatch 

Septr, 1765 of those to be laden from the other Presidencies. We 

Para 6, 7 & 8. persuade ourselves considering the situation of your finances, 

your design of sending home three ships with full cargoes will not only be 
effectually executed, but that you wall be able to extend your provision to a 
ship or two more if such shall happen to be at Bengal at a proper time. 


9. It was most certainly right, to send us by as early and expeditious a 
conveyance as possible, an account, of the important situation of our affairs in 
Bengal, and we could have wished the Lapwing had been in a condition to have 
answered the purpose ; but w’e find that your reason for not sending her, was, 
because you did not deem her a good sailing vessel ; instead of her therefore, 
you purchased the Adniiral Steevens, the prime cost and outset whereof 
amounted about £16,640 over and above the w^ages which came to about £1,500 
more, making together £18,100. The hull and stores when sold here will most 
probably not produce more than £1 ,000. It is true, there must be brought to the 
credit of the account about £9,500 for freight of the cargo, which two sums 
make £10,500 so that this express really stands us in about £7,600 which for so 
crazy a vessel as she appears to be, by her putting into Lisbon to refit, is an 
extraordinary expence, when it is considered you might upon so very particular 
an occasion have sent either the Asia or Kent, either of which ships from the 
length of time they were in Bengal must or ought to have been in a proper 
condition, by which there would have been a considerable saving even if such 
ship had brought the very same cargo only as the Admiral Steevens, besides 
saving the demorage, wTich will be incurred by her detention ; w^e are verv 
sensible of your attention being taken up by greater object but still we have 
thought it necessary to point out the beforegoing particulars for your future 
guidance. 


10. Notwithstanding the commanders and all others belonging to our 
late outw'^ard bound ships w’^ere well acquainted with our measures and inten- 
tions for putting a stop to the illicit outw^ard bound trade, which has been 
carried on so greatly to the Company’s prejudice, yet it is wdth the utmost 
concern w^e are to acquaint you with another instance of the highest insult 
upon and contempt of our authority, as will appear by the accompanying 
copy of an affidavit, made by eight mariners belonging to the snow Grenade, 
from which vessel, there w^as on board the Pigot, Captain George Richard- 
son. Commander, off the Island Theneriffe, 30 bales believed to be cloth, 
and 23 pipes supposed to contain wine, that 5 bales of cloth more were intended 
to have been put aboard the said ship, and that the said snow, having on board 
large quantities of iron in bars, copper or shot, small arms, also iron ordnance 
from 2 to 6 pounders, as wdll more particularly appear on reference to the 
said affidavit, it may be presumed these also were intended for the Pigot, and 
possibly some of them may have been delivered as in fact 208 carriage guns 
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would have been sent aboard had not a passenger in the Pigot (supposed to 
be Mr. Mackay) dissuaded the Captain to the contrary. We have in our 
letters by the ships of this season, given such orders with respect to detecting 
the illicit trade in our outward bound shipping and proceeding against the 
offenders, particularly Captain Bowland of the Cruttenden, a case similar to 
this, that there seems to be no necessity to add any further on the present 
occasion, however, we shall here add, that we expect and direct, that you do 
proceed in the same manner with respect to the Pigot, as w^e directed in our 
letter of the 19th February last, concerning the Cruttende7t, and if it shall 
appear to you upon the strictest enquiry as directed in our former orders, 
with this addition of examining the mates upon oath that if any of the said 
illicit goods are actually on board, or have been aboard and delivered before 
her arrival at your port, it is our express and positive order, and upon no 
pretence or consideration whatsoever to be dispensed wuth, that you forthwith 
dismiss Captain Richardson from the command of the Pigot, and send him 
to England by the first conveyance that offers excepting in the said ship, and 
appoint his chief officer, captain in his room, if there is no objection to him, 
as we are thoroughly satisfied. Captain Richardson must either be actually 
concerned in the said goods, or that he knowingly received or permitted them 
to be received on board, or both, which we look upon in the same aggravating 
light. 

11. Although these directions will reach you too late for your pursuing 
them upon the Pigofs first arrival they are notwithstanding to be strictly 
observed if the ship shall be with you upon the receipt of them, or at any time 
afterwards. 


12. The assistance offered on your part for the China investment to 
enable our agents there to provide cargoes for all the ships on their hands, 

and for the reserve of a large balance for the service of the 
Lre. from 30th season of 1766, is a circumstance which affords us the 
jj ‘ ’ greatest satisfaction, and we shall take our measures accord- 

ingly, in our consignments thither the ensuing season; as 
the China trade is so material an object, we shall rely upon your constant 
attention thereto, in such a degree, as shall be annually necessary, which we 
hope will extend to the amount of 40 lacks a year in gold or silver, as you 
shall be advised will best suit the market. 


13. Considering as before observed, how^ much money you will have not 
only to provide a large quantity of goods but also to send a large proportion 
of the more valuable sortments, we have therefore prepared and herewith 
transmit an additional hst of investment, wherein you will observe the 
encrease we are desirous of having made in the several species and quantities 
of goods enumerated in the list already sent you, under date of the 13th 
December 1765, to which you will give all due attention, and make an addition 
to your investment in general, to as large an amount as the situation of your 
treasury can possibly admit of. 

14. There are many species of goods imported by the French and Dutch, 
as likewise by our commanders and others in private trade, which have not 
been provided for us. You are therefore to use your endeavours to procure 
some of those sortments on the Company's account, in part of your investment. 
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15. Being apprehensive that your investments having fallen greatly short 
of our orders, on account of the large quantities of cloths which have been 
refused or turned out, as not being equal to the musters, has been owing to 
the persons of whom they are purchased not endeavouring to keep them up 
to their proper qualities, but causing them to be made inferior to the musters, 
with an intent purposely to supply the Dutch and French therewith, you will 
take all the care you can to rectify this abuse, that the Dutch and French 
may not have such unfair opportunities of encreasing their investments, when 
ours by these means must necessarily fall short. 

16. We find complaints have been made both by the French and Dutch 
Company’s agents, of impediments they have met with in their investments 
from our gomastahs, but it is with satisfaction we at the same time observe, 
that every prudent measure has been taken by directions to our servants at 
the several residencies, to prevent any future obstruction to the currency 
of their investments, with which the said agents seem to be satisfied, as nothing 
is mentioned to the contrary. 

17. We may reasonably expect the European nations will be jealous of 
our growing power in Bengal ; it must therefore be a particular object of your 
attention to give them no just cause of complaint, but to let them possess 
the same priviledges they are entitled to great care should be taken that our 
servants at the subordinates and our gomastahs at the aurungs do not impede 
them in the purchase of their investment. The Company’s advantages in 
the revenues are now become so blended with the general welfare of the 
country that it is our interest as well as our duty, to promote as much as 
possible the bringing of money from all quarters into the country, for which 
reason, as well as to prevent disputes with their sovereigns in Europe, we 
recommend it to you in general to be very circumspect in your behaviour to 
them, and no way to intrude on their priviledges and particularly do not 
obstruct the Dutch in their ophium trade, which is an object of such importance 
to them, that any difficulties they may be laid under in this part of their 
investment, will certainly be attended with very disagreeable altercations 
between the two Companies in Europe, which must as much as possible be 
avoided. 

18. We observe with pleasure, the amicable manner with which the 
proceedings with Mr. Law,^ the French agent, for our delivering up, and his 
receiving the several settlements belonging to that nation, in consequence 
of the late definitive treaty have been mutually conducted, and we make no 
doubt according to present appearances, you will in the same friendly manner 
adjust the objections you mention to have occured with respect to the settle- 
ment at Ballasore, said to be not in the condition required by the terms of the 
treaty. 

19. We observe you complied with Mr. Law’s request to have an officer 
and twenty European infantry, with one hundred seapoys to be maintained 
by them at Chandernagore, and fifty of the latter at each of the subordinates ; 
also a wall at Chandernagore and twenty six pounder cannon for the purpose 
of salutes, with five artillery men to work the said guns. We wish the con- 
cession with respect to the artillery could have been avoided, for however willing 
we are that every proper measure should be taken to cultivate a good harmony 
with the French, yet past experience has too sensibly evinced the little 
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dependance there can be had upon their moderation. As they most certainly 
had no right by treaty to this concession, you acted very properly in making 
an agreement to withdraw the terms, whenever you might have reason lo 
apprehend an improper use of them. It remains therefore, and we shall 
expect it of you, that a constant attention be had to the proceedings of the 
French agents, to prevent their extending the liberty you have granted them, 
and to remind them, whenever it may be necessary, that thev are to look 
upon it as a mere matter of favour conferred on them, with the sole view 
of cultivating and keeping up a good harmony between the two nations. 

20. The time for this dispatch will not permit our taking into consideration 
the several papers referred to relating to the mint, and indeed as they were 

under your consideration at the departure of the Admiral 

Sepr 76T^ara [ ] we shall be better able to form a judgment 

thereon, upon the receipt of your next advices. 

21. Among other the great misbehaviour of our servants, it has been 
evidently proved that several of them have received great sums of money 
from the present Nabob, his ministers and others, on his being raised to the 
siihahdarry upon the decease of his father Meer Jaffier, as appears upon the 
proceedings of Lord Clive and the rest of the Select Committee received by 
the Admiral Steevens vizt. Mr. John Spencer, late President, Messrs. Charles 
Stafford Playdell, William Billers deceased, John Johnstone, Ascanius William 
Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycester, John Burdett, George Gray of 
Council and Gideon Johnstone, a writer and brother of the beforementioned 
John Johnstone. We therefore hereby order and direct, that upon the receipt 
of this the said Messrs. Playdell, Senior, Middleton, Leycester, Gray and 
Gideon Johnstone be forthwith dismissed the Company’s service, and they 
as also John Johnstone now in England, and John Burdett who had resigned, 
are hereby declared to be for ever incapable of being again employed therein. 

22. With respect to Mr. Spencer who we appointed to succeed Mr. 
Crommelin in the Presidency of Bombay, he also being unworthy of any 
further confidence, is also dismissed from the Company's service, which is 
signified in our letter in duplicate to that Presidency, transmitted to you in the 
packet, which you are to forward accordingly by the earliest and safest 
conveyances. 

23. As upon the dismission of so many of our servants wLo have most 
unw'Orthily filled the stations as members of your Council and the difficulties 
which occur to us in appointing others for the present at least from amongst 
the convenant servants upon the Bengal list, we have thought it proper to 
introduce Mr. Richard Becher, some time since of Council at your Presidency, 
Mr. James Alexander late of Council at Fort St. George, both at present in 
England, also Messrs. Claud Russell and William Aldersey, now upon the Fort 
St. George establishment, all of them gentlemen upon whose integrity and 
abilities we place great confidence, the two last mentioned being particularly 
recommended by Lord Clive. 

24. Messrs. Becher and Alexander wdll proceed to their stations the next 
conveyance after this dispatch, and as to Messrs. Russell and Aldersey, the 
accompanying packet directed to the President and Council of Fort St. George 
contains orders for their proceeding with the utmost dispatch to Bengal, which 
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you are to forward accordingly by the first conveyance, and you are to signify 
the same as our express command likewise by all other opportunities that 
offer. 


25. Our Council therefore upon the Bengal establishment is hereby 
ordered and directed to be composed of the following twelve members in the 
order they are hereunder ranked vizt.j 


The Right Hon’ble Lord Clive 
Mr. William Bright well Sumner 

Brigadier General John Carnac 

Mr. Harry Verelst 
Mr, John Cartier 
hlr. Francis Sykes 
Mr. Richard Becher 
Mr. James Alexander 
Mr. Claud Russell 
Mr. Randolph Marriott 
Mr. Hugh Watts 
Mr. William Aldersey 


. . President and Governor 
, . Second in Council and to 
succeed Lord Clive as 
President and Governor 
Third, but not at any time 
to rise higher in the said 
Council than 3rd 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 
Ninth 
Tenth 
Eleventh 

Twelfth and last of the said 
Council. 


26. Considering the great merit of Mr. Verelst, we are happy in having 
so worthy a man near the succession to the Government ; it is our pleasure 
therefore that he do succeed thereto upon the decease or coming away of 
Mr. Sumner. 

27. And as we are satisfied twelve members in Council are sufficient, you 
are not to introduce any above that number without our express leave. 

28. Although w^e have laid it down as a rule for all our Presidencies 
that no military officer should have a constant seat in the Council, upon 
vacancies happening by the coming away or otherwise of those who at present 
enjoy the same, however, considering the case of Colonel Richard Smith as 
represented in his memorial to you of the 22nd May 1765, and the recommen- 
dation of Lord Clive, w^e are induced for the present to deviate therefrom, and 
we accordingly direct, that upon the coming away or decease of Brigadier 
General Carnac, that Colonel Smith do succeed him as third in Council, but 
he is never to rise to an higher rank therein. And we further direct that upon 
Colonel Smith’s coming away or decease, no other military officer is to 
succeed him in the Council ; but the commanding officer for the time being, 
is to be consulted upon military affairs only, at which times he is to have a 
seat and voice at the Board as third in Council. 

29. As it will be some time before the new appointed members vizt.y Messrs. 
Becher, Alexander, Russell and Aldersey can get to Bengal, it is our pleasure, 
that the remaining members do conduct the Company’s affairs as President 
and Council, until the said four gentlemen arrive but as they severally 
arrive they are immediately to act in their stations. 



30. If at any time it shall be found really necessarv lo suspend anv of 
the members of the Council for infidelitv or on anv other occasion which 
renders their sitting therein improper and inconsistent with the Company’s 
interest, you are to fill up the vacancy or vacancies by such suspension or 
suspensions by the next under the Council, in the manner directed in the 
33rd paragraph. 

31. It being highly necessary to provide for a succession to the said 
Council, and Lord Clive having particularly recommended to our notice, hir. 
Thomas Kelsall, at present upon the Fort St. George establishment, he is 
to be removed from thence to yours, and take rank next below the Council, 
that is to say, next to Mr. Aldersey. 

32. Lord Clive, having recommended Mr. Alexander Campbell as a 
person of abilities, at present fixed upon the Bengal establishment in the 
rank of a Junior Merchant, we do therefore hereby direct that the said fixture 
be taken off, and that he take rank next below Mr. Kelsall, and rise in the 
service as if no such order had been given to prevent it. 

33. When Messrs. Kelsall and Campbell are taken into Council on 
vacancies happening by the death or otherwise of any of the beforementioned 
twelve members, you are then most strictly to observe the orders in the 88th 
paragraph of our letter of the 24th December last, not to admit anv one into 
Council unless you are fully satisfied that his abilities, integrity, circumstances 
and good character in general, render him fit for so important a station, 
but where these all concur in any of our servants who are under the Council, 
then the general custom of promotion according to seniority is to take place ; 
however, if any are postponed we shall expect to have your reasons for such 
a measure. 


34. Having recommended Mr. Richard Barwell for promotion in our 
Lre. from 6th General Letter of the 24th December last, and as it appears 

Febry. 1764 Para. he had been appointed to the residency of Malda w^e are 

desirous of his continuing in that station. 


23. 


35. At the recommendation of Lord Clive, we do hereby order and 
direct, that Mr. Robert Maddison be appointed a factor and Mr. William 
Bensley a writer upon the Bengal establishment and that they take rank in the 
following manner vizt., Mr. Maddison to be the youngest factor and Mr. 
Bensley the youngest writer on the list. 


36. From your representation of the particular merit and abilities of 
Mr. Robert Hunter who had with permission from the Presidency of Fort 

Marlborough, proceeded from thence to you on the Bute, 
Lre. from 30th ^ instance of Capt. Maitland, as that ship was -without 

a surgeon, and m consideration or the misfortunes he 
suffered after the reduction of our settlements on the West Coast, by being 
compelled into the French service, and long detained at their islands, w^e are 
induced to comply with your earnest sollicitation in his behalf, revoking the 
orders conveyed to you in the 52d paragraph of our letter of the 19th 
February last, and acquiescing in his appointment as a principal surgeon at 
the Presidency, but we must at the same time express our entire disapprobation 
of persons from other settlements being thus introduced into the service wdthout 
our express permission first obtained, and persuade ourselves that such 
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admissions will not in future be practised except under circumstances of the 
most unavoidable necessity. 

37. As the situation of our affairs in Bengal requires that every measure 
should be taken which may contribute to the conducting them in the many 
unforeseen events tvhich mav occur in a manner the most conducive to the 
general good, and the interest of the Company in particular, w^e think it 
absolutely necessary to continue a Select Committee and we accordingly hereby 
order and direct that the said Committee do consist of the undermentioned 
members vizt.^ 


The Right Hon’ble Lord Clive 
Mr. William Brightwell Sumner 

Brigadier General Carnac 
Mr. Harrv Verelst .... 

Mr. Francis Sykes .... 

Ivir. Richard Becher . . . 


President 

Second and to succeed Lord 
Clive 

Third but not to rise higher 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth. 


38. Upon the coming away or decease of General Carnac, Colonel Richard 
Smith is to succeed him as third in the said Committee, but not rise to a 
higher rank therein, but w^e further direct as we did with respect to his seat 
in Council, upon Colonel Smith’s coming away or decease, no other military 
officer is to succeed him in the Committee, but the commanding officer for the 
time being is to be consulted upon military affahs only, at which time he is 
to have a seat and voice at the Board as third in Council. 

39. Although we have appointed six persons, yet that number is to be 
only for the present, being intended to introduce Mr. Becher who stood 
high in our service, and was formerly a member of the Select Committee ; we 
therefore direct that upon vacancies happening by the decease or coming 
away of any of the beforementioned gentlemen, the said Committee do consist 
of five members only, and in case of any other vacancy or vacancies in the 
said establishment of five, they are to be filled up by the remaining members 
of the Committee, out of such of the civil members of die Council only as 
they shall think proper from time to time. 

40. We confirm the powers with which our President, Lord Clive and 
the rest of the Select Committee are already invested, and we hereby give 
them full authority to correct abuses of every kind, particularly in the 
collection and management of our revenues ; to endeavour by legal means to 
detect all sorts of corruption in our servants civil and military, and to punish 
immediately those who disobey the Company’s orders or disregard the Select 
Committee’s regulations ; to take cognizance of all proceedings in Bengal 
against the persons now dismissed by the Company for exacting or receiving 
presents from the Nabob, his ministers and others and to prosecute them 
conformable to our orders by this conveyance or any future offenders of the 
like kind. In short, we give them full powder to do every act and deed, which 
may contribute to preserve peace, tranquility, discipline, harmony, good order 
and subordination in the setdement, by suspending the offenders from our 
service, be they whom they may ; all other persons not under covenants to 
us who shall offend in any of these points, must have our protection withdrawn 
from them and be sent home. 
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41. These powers are to remain in force during Lord Clive's continuance 
in Bengal, and if the Select Committee should be divided in opinion on any 
question it is our pleasure that Lord Clive have the casting vote. But this 
casting vote is not to extend to any other President after Lord Clive's departure 
from Bengal, nor is the Select Committee to be continued unless liis Lordsliip 
shall judge it for the interest and benefit of the Companv. But if Lord Ciive 
shall have left Bengal before this reaches you and his Lordship has thought 
it necessary to continue the Select Committee, in such case, the said Committee 
is to exist until our further orders are received ; we do also hereby delegate and 
repose in Lord Clive and the Select Committee in case they shall think it 
necessary to the interest of die Company, and we trust it will be carried into 
execution upon no other motive or consideration, full power and audioritv to 
suspend any^ of our Select Committee or Council and wn do hereby further 
direct that such suspension be not taken off without our express leave. 


42. And as in the course of the important affairs which now come under 
the cognizance of the Committee, many exigencies may arise that wn cannot 
foresee in the imperfect knowdedge we have at present, we permit Lord Clive 
on his departure from Bengal, to make such further regulations in these 
powers to be observed by the succeeding Select Committee, as his Lordship 
shall judge most for the interest of the Company. 

43. Upon duly considering all circumstances, the appointment of Sir 
Robert Barker to the command of the Third Battalion is hereby confirmed. 

44. And it is our pleasure likewise that Sir Robert Fletcher take rank 
of Major Alexander Champion, which we make no doubt the latter will 
readily acquiesce in, when he is assured at the same time that this determina- 
tion is not owing to any demerit in him, but that on the contrary we have 
a just sense of his merit. 


45. As to any other difficulties which have or may occur with respect to 
the rank of officers, w^e leave the same to your final decision, having a due 
regard therein to the judgment of Lord Clive. 

46. Lord Clive speaks highly of the merit of Major Charles Pemble, and 
we are happy in having entirely^ the same sentiments with respect to that 
gentleman’s abilities and character. It was on that account w^e directed in 
our letter of the 26th March last, his return to Bombay, wffiere there is a great 
w^ant of good officers, and in course he will be of signal use to the Company 
there, as he is to succeed Major Gouin. 


47. According to your desire we enclose in the packet by this vessel, fifty 
Lre from "O Mutiny Acts and shall by the ships to be consigned to you 


fSeptr.?] 17b5 
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in the course of the ensuing season transmit a further 
quantity, sufficient to supply your occasions for them. 

48. Having reason to believe that many of our servants have received 
presents or gratuities from the Nabobs, their ministers or others, in a collusive 
manner, by way of exorbitant interests on moneys lent or said to be lent to 
them by our said servants, in order therefore to put a stop to such extortions 
and exactions (for in that light we see them) we do hereby^ order and direct 
that if in future any one of our servants civil or military, shall directly or 
indirect^ demand, accept or receive from any person or persons whatsoever 
for the loan of any sum or sums of money’’, real or nominal in Bengal or in any 
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Other part or province of India, (excepting only such moneys as he may from 
time to time lend on respondentia) any kind of premium, gratuity or advantage 
whatsoever, over and above twelve per cent per annum interest, such servant 
upon being convicted thereof, let his rank or station be what it may, is to be 
forthwith suspended from the Company’s service. 

49. With respect to the donation of twelve lack and a half of rupees to 
the navy, w'e have given you our sentiments thereon so fully by the letters of 
this season, that w^e have nothing more to add by this dispatch than if you 
have any further lights to throw, or information to communicate thereon, we 
shall expect to receive them by the first opportunities ; we must add however, 
that Admiral Cornish and Commodore Tinker have applied to us in behalf 
of the navy people for our interposition, to have that sum discharged, which 
at present we have not had time to enter into the discussion of. 

50. As from the apparent situation of our affairs as laid before us in the 
advices received by the Admiral SteevenSj we may have reason to expect you 
will have a much larger stock of money than may be wanted for all the services 
of the Company, and consequently the receiving more into your treasury for 
remittances by bills and certificates, if not limited, may greatly distress us 
to discharge, when at the same time there will remain unemployed cash in your 
treasury ; it becomes therefore highly necessary to make the following 
regulations which you are strictly to observe vizt. 

51. You are to grant no bills on us, or to receive any money into our 
treasury for certificates unless you shall be actually in want of cash for carrying 
on our investment or to defray the civil and military expences of the Presidency 
or for answering draughts from Bombay, or any other of our settlements, or to 
send thither or to China or for such like occasions, and in all or any of these 
cases, no more money must be received than is absolutely w^anted for such 
purposes, nor must the amount of bills and certificates by each ship exceed 
one fifth part of the sum total of such ship’s invoice of goods laden on board 
at the settlement from w'hich it receives its dispatches for England. 

52. We hereby direct that the exchange from Bengal after these orders 
come to hand be low^ered to two shillings and three pence for a current 
rupee to our servants, civil and military and to all others to tw^o shillings and 
one penny only, for a current rupee. 

53. You are to receive no money, nor grant bills to any persons not 
under covenants with us unless immediately w^anted for the purposes above- 
mentioned. 

54. No bills drawn on us must be made payable in a less space of time 
than 365 days after sight, and wt will allow on such bills, an interest of the 
rate of three per cent per annum on the expiration of ninety days from the 
date of our acceptance thereof, being the rate of interest which our bonds here 
in England bear, except only to the amount of about twenty thousand pounds 
a year, and this being an indulgence to our covenant servants for providing 
themselves with necessaries and for other their immediate occasions, we are 
w illin g to pay them at ninety days sight ; but you are not to extend your 
draughts for so short a time of payment to a greater sum than the said twenty 
thousand pounds, such being the amount allowed by our former orders. 

55. Bills are not to be given or certificates granted for money received 
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which may belong to persons residing at any other Presidency or settlement 
not subordinate to Bengal unless it is much wanted. 

56. Neither are you to give bills or certificates to such of the Company's 
servants who have been dismissed or suspended for infidelity or misbehaviour, 
except as before excepted, namely that the money is wanted for our immediate 
occasions. 

57. Every person to whom it shall be agreed to give bills on us must 
before the same are signed by the Governour and Council, make an affidavit 
before a magistrate, that the money paid into our treasury for them is his 
own property, or the property of some other person whom he shall name, 
and the magistrate before whom the oath is made, shall sign his name at 

the foot of the bill or certificate so given in attestation of 
(a) in the CoUec- that act, as hath partly been the practice for many years 

past m consequence of the orders given in the (a) 92nd 
paragraph of our letter of the 3rd of February 1740. This 
regulation is now absolutely to extend to all bills and certificate whatsoever 
without regard to the exchange. 

58. In drawing the certificates that you shall pass on us, care is to be 
taken that they only mention the sum of money received into our treasury, 
no rate of exchange or time of payment must be specified therein ; indulgences 
in those respects are to be left to our determination here. 

59. The fortunes or estates acquired by our good and faithful servants 
may be remitted home in bills drawn upon us at two shillings and three pence 
for. a current rupee, if the money is tendered within twelve months from the 
time of their departure for England, but after that period they are to have 
bills at only two shillings and one penny for a current rupee. 

60. Lord Clive is to be indulged with bills (or certificates) for the amount 
of the money he may receive in India for his jagheer whichever way he may 
chuse to take. 

61. All monies tendered, belonging to deceased persons who were under 
covenants with us, must be received, if within the limitation beforemeiltioned. 

62. Also the money tendered by the commanders and officers of our 
(a) in the Collec- Europe ships so far as the produce of their private adventure 

ti^on of Standing extends, they taking the oath prescribed in the (a) 9th para. 

of our letter of the 3rd February 1740. 

63. Likewise for all money paid in on account of the produce of coral 
and other articles licensed by us to be exported by the traders in diamonds. 

64. In all and every of the beforementioned cases, particular regard must 
be had to the sum total of bills and certificates, that they do not exceed by each 
ship, one fifth part of the invoice of the goods laden thereon as already 
directed in a preceding paragraph, and to this we make no exception, but 
what may regard Lord Clive, whose full remittances must have the preference 
to all others. 


65. The treasure you shall consign from Bengal for the Cliina investment, 
must go first to Fort St. George early in the year as conveyances offer, so as 
not to have too great a risque on any one bottom, whether Europe or country 
ship. It is our intention that the money from Fort St. George should be 
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pretty ec^UciIiv divided among tlie whole nuiiibcr of ships destined iioni thence 
to Chinl and that care be taken for as little stirpius stock as possible should 
be left to be pnt on board any ship that b^' accident nia^ be in daiigei of losing 
her passage or season to Canton, jhiiy stiiii may be annually sent this way, 
not exceeding forty lacks of rupees as mentioned in a preceding paiagraph. 

66. We direct that all the outstanding bonds granted by our Presidency 
at Bencral be paid off with the first surplus money that may come into our 
treasury and that no more money be borrowed without absolute necessity. 

67, You arc to send us a very succinct and exact account of tne Uczvciuiicc 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, subdivided under the different provinces, specify- 
ing' the original rents of each division, the additional charge on ea..ch, the 
uczzcrciHnci and durbar charges, also the ie\enucs aiising fiom fines and 
customs on salt, beetle and tobacco, also the other articles of the inland trade. 


68. As it is highly expedient for us to be acquainted with every particular 
that may lead us to form a proper judgment of the military expences at youi 
Presidency and as we have not hitherto been furnished with every intelligence 
we could wish relative thereto, you are to take care by the first opportunity to 
supply us with the follo^ving materials, together with everything else that you 
shall deem necessary, for our further information in this matter. 

69. You are to send us an exact and particular account of the respective 
expence of a battalion of infantry, a battalion of sepoys, a company of artillery 
and a company of cavalry (both Indian and European) with their several 
officers, surgeons &ca. inserting therein the batla and allowances to each and 
also the charge of cooleys and general cooleys for one month on detachment, 
including in the account of the cavalry, the maintenance of the horses, and 
you are in like manner to send us an account of the same for one month in 
garrison. 

70. The books of your Presidency not being always transmitted time 
enough to give us the requisite information of your annual charges, you will 
take care to send us by the first ship of each season, a seperate account of your 
general charges, subdivided and particularized under the heads of civil, 
military and marine, to which also must be added such expence of fortifications 
and repairs, as may have occurred within the year. 

71. You are to use all the means in your power to prevent our servants 
and all others residing under our protection, lending their money to the French, 
Dutch or any other Europeans whatsoever and taking bills for the same on their 
respective Company’s or others payable in Europe, this being a measure pro- 
ductive of the greatest detriment by interfering with our investments in Bengal 
and procuring thereby such quantities of goods wdiich they would not other- 
ways have it in their power to provide, the natural consequences whereof and 
which are sensibly felt by us are not only the reducing the prices of the goods 
at our sales, but likewise the preventing your sending us larger quantities, which 
in your present situation we may very reasonably expect. This being an affair 
of great consequence to the Company, we therefore recommend it to your 
most serious attention. 


72. Since we acquainted you in our letter of the 19th of February last, 
with our apprehensions that the captains of some of our ships called at the 
Canary Islands principally with a view to take in illicit trade we have received 
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certain and well attested accounts taken from the custom house books at 
Theneriffe that there were transhipped from a vessel called the Port Roy all 
on board the Prince of lj\ilesy Capt. Burnet Abercrombie, 1100 kinlals of iron, 
600 do. of steel, 600 do. of lead and 12 three pounder guns. Also transhipped 
from a vessel called the Fanny on board the Fort William, Capt. Edwd. Roch, 
400 kintals of lead, 900 do. of iron and 40 guns 3 pounders ; so far appears 
bv the said custom house books, but it is imagined the quantities were much 
larger as the manner of transhipping afforded great opportunities of collusion 
in order for paying duties for less than were actuallv shipped. 

73. As the said goods could not be received on board without the. 
knowledge of the said Captains Burnet x'-kbercrombie and Edwd. Rcrh, we deem 
them unworthy of the Company's protection and we do therefore hereby 
withdraw the same, and positively direct that they be sent home by the first 
conveyances that offer. The like must be done with respect to such of their 
officers if upon the strict enquiry directed to be made by our said letter, any 
of them are found to he concerned as proprietors in the said illicit trade. 

74. Upon the further recommendation of Lord Clive, we do hereby 
appoint Francis Gladman to be a writer on your establishment and he is to 
take rank next below William Benslev. 

75. Just as we were on the point of closing this letter, the purser of the 
Earl of Middlesex brought us the agreeable news of that ship’s arrival off the 
start from Fort St. George, but as we received no packet from your Presidency 
bv this conveyance, we have nothing more to add to the beforegoing than that 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Geo, Dudley / Thos. Rous / John 
Stephenson / Cha. Cutts / Hcny. 
Savage / Christr. Baron / Fredk. Pigou / 
F. \\\ Barrington / Edtvd. VvTieler / 
Luke Scrafton / E. H. Cruttenden / 
Charles Chambers / J. Pardoe / Jos. 
DuPre / Thos. Saunders / George 
Cuming / John Harrison / J. Purling / 
John Roberts / Peter DuCane Junr. / 
George Wombw^ell / Rob. Jones. 

Memo. 

Triplicate of this letter was signed by the following gentlemen the 
22nd May 1766 to be send [sic] overland. 

Geo. Dudley / Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / 
Fred. Pigou / Luke Scrafton / John 
Stephenson / E. H. Cruttenden / Chas. 
Chambers / J. Pardoe / Christ. Baron / 
Geo. Cuming/ Chas. Cutts /Jos. DuPre/ 
Jno. Harrison / Geo. Wombwell / J. 
Creswicke/Jno. Roberts/Edw. Wheler/ 
Thos. Saunders / Hen. Savage. 


London, 

the 17th May 1766. 
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LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

Request Clive to continue for another season in Bengal — end of war with 
Shujaud-Datilah restoration of Shah Alain— Company’s right to trade duty- 

free in Shujaud-Daulah’s dominion— sentiments on the Biwsim— mismanage- 
ment of Burdwan lands— corruption and rapacity among Company’s servants 
— no Englishman to hold any land — acceptance of donations declared unlawful 
— claim to private trade by servants absurd — question of monopoly over neces- 
saries of life — sudden affluence of the servants undesirable — enquiry into extor- 
tions practised on the Nawabs, 

Our President and Select Committee at Fort William in Bengal 

1. On the 19th of last month we received the several packets committed 
to the care of Captain Griffin, in which was your letter of the 30th September 
one from Lord Clive and a General Letter both dated the same day. 

2. As some of the most important affairs have fallen under your manage- 
ment which have ever occurred since the Company had a being ; it is with 
the utmost satisfaction we observe with what zeal and true regard to the 
interest of your employers, you have pursued such measures, not only with 
respect to the political system of the country but the arduous task of dis- 
covering and laying open to our view the infidelity, rapaciousness and mis- 
behaviour of our servants in general, of all which you may be fully assured, 
we have the highest and most grateful sense. 

3. As stability to your plans for a peaceable possession of our acquisitions, 
and a thorough reformation in our servants in general are objects of the 
greatest importance, and in which the presence of Lord Clive is essentially 
necessary, we made it our unanimous and earnest request that his Lordship 
would continue another season in Bengal, and which we here again repeat in 
confidence and hopes of his Lordship’s ready acquiescence to complete what he 
had laid so good a foundation for, as you will observe by the accompanying 
triplicate of a letter we addressed his Lordship dated the 2nd instant which 
as the occasion was so important w^e sent overland for fear the Mercury by 
which you will receive this should not reach Bengal before the departure 
of his Lordship. 

4. Although we think you have made a most unexpected progress in 
investigating the many new and important affairs that have come before you, 
yet we consider what you have done as necessarily imperfect, till you have 
had some experience of the effect of your regulations ; you must not therefore 
look on the following observations and directions as carrying any disapproba- 
tion of your conduct in general, but as reflections that occur to us on the first 
view^ of affairs so totally new to us and we trust entirely to the continuance 
of your zealous endeavours to bring the great work to perfection. 

5. Before we proceed any further we w’'Ould have it observed that although 
this letter is addressed to our President and the Select Committee by way 
of answer to theirs of the 30th September last, yet as it contains matters of 
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general importance to the affairs of the Presidency, it is our meaning that the 
same should be laid before the President and Council and be attended to and 
the same regard paid to every part thereof to all intents and purposes as if it 
had been dhected to them in the usual manner of a General Letter. 

6. From the sentiments we expressed in every one of our late letters, you 
will easily judge the great pleasure it gave us to see the war with Souja 
Dowla ended so conformable to our wishes. We always esteemed the power 
of that Soiibah the strongest barrier we could have against the invasions of the 
northern powers, and of the Morattas which have so long laid desolate the 
northern provinces, and had the impolitic, injudicious views of our late 
Governor and Council been followed, and the King or Nudjeef Cawn been left 
in possession of Souja Dowla’s country, we are convinced they would not 
have had weight and abilities to have supported themselves. And we must 
either have had their wars to maintain at that immense distance or they would 
have been drove back on us, and brought the war down to our frontiers or even 
into our own provinces. Nothing could so effectually restore that country 
to its former state as putting its natural prince in the full possession of his 
dominions. And we are equally pleased to see the care that has been taken 
of all those who shewed their attachment to us in the course of the 'war ; 
Bulwant Sing’s joining us at the time he did,^ -^vas of signal service and the 
stipulation in his favor was what he was justly entitled to. 

7, Equally politic and prudent are the concessions in favor of the King 
whose interest was best considered by the restoring Souja Dowla to his country,"* 
the only Soubah in Indostan who is ever likely to support him in his pretentions 
to the emphe. The revenue agreed to be paid him must be in the eyes of 
the Indian powers a mark of our respect to the royal blood and an acknowledg- 
ment of his right. We approve also the being guarantee for Nudjeef Cawn 
and finally we hope the moderation and the attention paid to all those who 
have espoused our interest in this war v^dll restore our reputation in Indostan, 
and that the Indian powers will be convinced, no breach of treaty will ever 
have our sanction. We also hope the 50 lacks stipulated to be paid by Souja 
Dowla will be, before this reaches you, discharged and his dominions entirely 
evacuated by our troops and that none will remain under pretence of protection 
to the King’s person, for that may lead to pretensions to support him in his 
claim to the empire, a measure quite contrary to our views being determined 
to make the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa the utmost bounds of our 
political views or possessions. 

8. The article in the treaty with Souja Dowla, stipulating a trade duty 
free through his dominions we direct to be confined solely to the Company s 
trade, and even in that sense of it, we mean only if his dominions produce 
any goods fit for the European markets or if it can be made the means of 
extending our trade in the woollen manufactures or any other European 

goods. 

9 We come now to consider the great and important afiair of the 
Dewannee on which we shaU give you our sentiments with every objection 

that occurs to us. 

10. When we consider that the barrier of the country government w'as 
entirely broke down and every Englishman throughout the country armed 
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with an authoritv that owned no superior and exercising his power to the 
oppression of the helpless natives who knew not whom to obey, at such a 
crisis we cannot hesitate to approve vour obtaining the Dewaniiee for the 
Company. 

11. When tve look back to the system that Lord Clive and the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee found established, it presents to us a Souha disarmed, 
with a revenue of almost two millions sterling (for so much seems to have 
been left exclusive of our demands on him) at the mercy of our servants who 
had adopted an unheard of ruinous principle of an interest distinct from 
the Company. This principle shew'ed itself in laying their hands upon every- 
thing they did not deem the Company’s property. 

12. In the province of Burdw^an the Resident and his Council took an 
annual stipend of near Rs. 80,000 per annum from the Rajah in addition to the 
Company’s salary. This stands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was 
not the tvhole, for we apprehend it went further and that they carried this 
pernicious principle even to the sharing with the Rajah of all he collected 
beyond the stipulated midgaurry or land revenue, overlooking the point of 
duty to the Company to whom properly everything belonged that was not 
necessary for the Rajah’s support. It has been the principle too on which our 
servants falsely endeavored to gloss over the crime of their proceedings on 
the accession of the present Souhah and we fear would have been soon extended 
to the grasping the greatest share of that part of the Nabob’s revenues which 
was not allotted to the Company : in short this principle was directly under- 
mining the wLole fabrick, for whilst the Company were .s^hlking under the 
burthen of the war, our servants were enriching themselves from those \nrv 
funds that ought to have supported the war. But to Lord Clive and our 
Select Committee we ow’e that the Company are at last considered as principals 
in the advantages as well as dangers. 

13. We must now turn our attention to our acquisitions as permanent as 
human wisdom can make them. This permanancy wc apprehend can be 
found only in the simplicity of the execution. We observe the account you 
give of the office and power of the King’s Dewan^ in former times was “the 
collecting of all the Revenues and after defraying the Expences of the Army 
and allowing sufficient Fund for the support of the Nizamma to remit the 
lemainder to Delhi . This discription of it is not the office we wish to execute. 
The experience we have already had in the province of Burdwan convinces 
us how unfit an Englishman is to conduct the collection of the revenues and 
follow the subtle native through all his arts to conceal the real value of his 
country to perplex and to elude the payments. We therefore entirely approve 
of your preserving the ancient form ^f government in the upholding the 
dignity of the Souhah. 

14. We conceive the office of Dewan should be exercised only in 
superintending the collection and disposal of the revenues, which office though 
vested in the Company should officially be executed by our Resident at the 
Durbar under the controul of the Governor and Select Committee, the ordinary 
bounds of which controul should extend to nothing beyond the superintending 
the collection of the revenues and the receiving the money from the Nabob’s 
treasury to that of the dewannah or the Company. And this we conceive to 
be neithei difficult nor complicated for at the annual poo 72 ah the government 
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settled with each zemindar his monthly payment for the ensuing year, so the 
monthly payment of the whole from the Nabob’s Dewan is hut the total of the 
monthly payment of each zemindar, which must be strictly kept up, and if 
deficient, the Company must trace what particular province, rajah or zemindar 
has fallen short in his monthly payments or if it is necessary to extend the 
power further, let the annual poonah by which we mean the time when every 
land holder makes his agreement for the ensuing year be made with the 
consent of the Deii'cm or Company. This we conceive to be the whole office 
of the Dewanny. The administration of justice, the appointment to offices, 
zemindarries, in short, whatever comes under the denomination of civil 
administration, we understand, is to remain in the hands of the Nabob or his 
ministers. 

15. The Resident at the Durbar being constantly on the spot cannot be 
long a stranger to any abuses in the government and is always armed with 
power to remedy them. It will be his duty to stand between the administration 
and the encroachments always to be apprehended from the agents of the 
Company’s servants which must first be known to him, and we rely on his 
fidelity to the Company to check all such encroachments and to prevent the 
oppression of the natives. We gave you our sentiments on the office of 
Resident in our letter of the 24th December last which were what we thought 
suitable to the office as it then stood but now it has become of so much more 
importance, we shall leave the regulating of it to you and desire you will 
be very explicit on the subject and shall only here fiing out some few thoughts 
upon it. 

16. We would have his correspondence to be carried on with the Select 
Committee through the channel of the President. He should keep a diary 
of all his transactions. His correspondence with the natives must be publicly 
conducted. Copies of all his letters, sent and received, be transmitted monthly 
to the Presidency with duplicates and triplicates to be transmitted home in our 
general packet by every ship. 

17. In the 39th paragraph of our General Letter of the 24th December last, 
we expressed our disapprobation of continuing a chief and council at Burdwan. 
We see you have aheady adopted that sentiment in withdrawing that resi- 
dency. We have been very full in our late letters on the subject of the 
Burdwan country and Mr. Verelst’s letter of the 13th September gives us 
still more insight into the affairs of that province and as it has been from the 
transactions of that province that we have acquired the most experience of 
the nature of the collections of the revenues, we shall give you such reflexions 
as occur to us on the subject in general and on this province in particular. 
We observe that when we first took possession of the grant from Jaffier Ali 
Khan of the Calcutta lands, we immediately turned on all those men who 
stood between the government and the cultivator and put the farm of the 
lands up to public sale in which we make no doubt our servants acted for our 
interest, according to the best of their judgment, but it appears to have been 
deemed by the natives an act of oppression and contrary to the customs of 
Indostan ; however, it was then a partial evil confined to a small tract of 
country, and the Company had this to plead in their defence, that their 
whole territory lying near Calcutta could easily be kept under the general 
administration of the Presidency and this might be very justifiable and very 
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proper for so limited an object, but when large provinces fall under our 
eovernment, such as Burdwan, we do not think the same conduct should have 
been observed but you should have made the best terms you could with the 
rajah for the raulgazerry or land revenues ; particular local circumstances 
might have required deviations from the general rule, such as the incapacity 
of the rajah, which might have been remedied by putting proper ministers 
about him but our servants should not have interfered in the collections or 
civil administrations and experience has convinced us they have either erred 
in judgment or their duty to the Company. For after all the various experi- 
ments of putting the farms up to public sale by which means many families 
seem to have been utterly ruined, of keeping lands in the hands of the Company 
which you call coss and the various methods that have been tried, we find 
the collections brought to the Company’s credit for the year 1764, are five 
lacks less than what were paid in Aliverdi Cawn’s time in 1752. There is a 
passage in Mr. Verelst’s letter very alarming and which requires a full 
explanation, ‘'1 was greatly surprized to find on my arrival there that it had 
been again exposed to a Public Sale, however Purchasers had been only found 
for about 22 lacks, so great was the Prejudice taken at the former and the 
whole of that very considerably under the jumneahundy of 1169 excepting 
the farms lately held by Messrs. Johnstone, Hay and Bolts on wTich a great 
advance was bid”. 

18. We have on a former occasion in our letter of the 13th March 1761, 
paragraph 57, permitted our servants to bid at the public sale of the Calcutta 
lands but we could not conceive such an indulgence could ever be construed 
to admit servants employed in the collection of the revenues of a province 
to select out the most profitable lands for themselves, for such is the light 
in wTich this transaction appears to us, and it is one more striking proof of 
the general corruption with which all ranks were tainted and of the ill use 
that has been made of every indulgence. W^e direct a strict scrutiny into this 
affair, and if it proves true, that you will make a proper example of the 
offenders by dismissing them our service. 

19. This transaction convinces us of the necessity of shutting the door 
to abuses and we therefore positively order that no covenanted servant or 
Englishman residing under our protection shall be suffered to hold any land 
for his own account directly or indirectly in his own name or that of others 
or to be concerned in any farms or revenues whatsoever. 

20. In the 30th paragraph of our letter of the 19th February last, we 
expressed our surprize that the covenants w^ere not executed nor any 
notice taken of them ; judge then what we feel on learning from Mr. 
Leycester's minute on Consultation 11th June 1765 that they never were 
intended to be executed, and we presume he speaks not only his own sentiments 
but the sentiments of his colleagues when he says the covenants were rather 
the effects of party, than the cool sentiments of his masters and that it was 
probable, parties would unite in abolishing covenants that could only injure 
individuals and do the Company no service. If our servants presume thus to 
call in question our most direct and positive orders, enforced too by the 
general voice of the wBole body of proprietors, it is time for us to exert the 
authority vested in us and to do justice to the injured natives^ to our own. 
honor and to the national character, ■ 
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21. The proceedings of the Select Committee have laid open to ns a iiicsst 
complicated scene of corruption in which we liai'e the unhappiness to see 
most of our principal servants involved. Gentlemen who have served us in 
the highest offices, in whom we placed the greatest confidence and to whom we 
had given many marks of our favour, vet neither the ties of honor nor 
gratitude, could controul that unbounded thirst after riches that seems to have 
prevailed almost over the whole settlement and threatened a total dissolution 
of all government. The principle on which these gentlemen justify them- 
selves seems to be that donations or free gifts are lawful when no interest of 
the Company is sacrificed to obtain them. 

22. We do not admit that donations are in anv case lawful without our 
consent and approbation. Our governors and council in our settlements abroad 
are instructed with the command of our troops and with all our influence and 
authority to employ them solely for the honor and advantage of the Company ; 
if they pervert the power thus trusted with them for the public good, to their 
own private advantage, they are undoubtedly guiltv of a breach of that trust. 

23. Neither can we admit that the vast sums obtained on this occasion 
were by any means free gifts, the dependant situation of the Subah is itself 
a refutation of the plea and his letter to Lord Clive and the Select Committee 
with the concurrent testimonies of the seals and IMahmud Reza Cawn'^ together 
with the depositions of the several people examined on this matter amount 
to the clearest proofs that they are exacted from the several parties as the 
terms of the protection granted them and lastly we shall say a word or two to 
what those 2 :cntlemen vainly imagine makes strong in their defence that no 
interest was sacrificed to obtain them. 

24. The Company were engaged in a war which as far as tve can judge 
cost them from ten to twelve lacks per month, for which the Nabob had stipu- 
lated to pay no more than five lacks per month and even that fell in arrears ; 
the Nabob was at this time pressed for payment of the remaining thirty lacks 
for restitution besides other unlawful demands on him. It cannot surely be 
pleaded that under these circumstances of the Souhah and the Company no 
interest of the Company was sacrificed to obtain them. We think these 
gentlemen sacrificed their own honor, the interest and honor of the Company 
and of the nation. 

25. We are sorry to see some of the gentlemen have thought fit to justify 
their breach of trust by a breach of orders, in pleading the covenants were 
not executed, therefore not obligatory. But so totally do we differ from them 
that we think them not only guilty of a breach of those particular covenants, 
but also of the general covenants which were entered into before these last 
were found so necessary. 

26. The cavils and opposition of several of the members of the Council 
to the powers and conduct of you our Select Committee, appear most evidently 
to have been calculated to screen and obstruct the enquiry into and detection 
of their misbehaviour, but we are satisfied you have had the real interest of 
the Company constantly in your view, in all your researches into the general 
corruption and rapacity of our servants with the sphit and disinterestedness 
which do you honor and merit our approbation. 

27. We are sensible that the security of our valuable possessions will 
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depend upon the keeping up our military establishment, in the most effectual 
manner, and you will observe how attentive we have been to this important 
object bv the number of recruits sent out by the ships of the last and present 
season. The great mortality which we have too sensibly felt in ships which 
go from hence late, deters us from attempting to make any addition to those 
sent you this season but you may depend upon your recommendation for 
having a sufficient supply by the ships of next season especially by the early 
ones. 

28. It is with real pleasure we observe the good effects of regimenting 
our troops by a begining of discipline, subordination and economy which wc 
make no doubt you will keep up by every prudent measure that can conduce 
thereto, and we flatter ourselves vou have succeeded in your endeavors for 
reducing our heavy military expences and in particular for striking off half 
the double halta, to put the troops upon the same footing as at Fort St. 
George, an extravagant expense which we have so frequently and hitherto 
unsuccessfully complained of. 

29. You will observe for these ttvo seasons past, we have been very 
attentive to the sending you large quantities of small arms and we shall be 
particularly careful to comply with your recommendations on this head by 
the ships of the following season, and shall have a due regard to what vou 
mention with respect to the quality. We shall endeavour at the same time 
to send you three or four persons, well versed in the iron foundry business as 
we are of opinion they will be of great use in the casting of shot and shells 
and other services of that kind. 

30. With respect to the illicit importation of small arms bv the 
commanders of our ships and others, a practice so pernicious and detrimental 
to the Company, you will observe through the whole tenour of our proceedings 
as mentioned in our several letters of this season, what pains we have taken 
not only to prevent illicit trade in general but this in particular ; it will there- 
fore rest "with vou and the Council, bv effectually carryine our orders into 
execution, to put a stop to the liberties which have been so unwarrantably 
taken and wffiich we are determined to suppress by the most rigorous and 
exemplary punishment of the offenders. 

31. We have in all our letters from the first knowledge w^c had of our 
servants being engaged in the inland trade strongly discountenanced and 
forbad it. WT have always treated it as a breach of our orders, a violation 
of the phirmaimd and in a great measure the cause of the late wars. The 
amazing sums demanded for restitution in respect of losses sustained in this 
trade have opened our eyes to the %’ast extent to which it has been carried, 
the oppressions of the unhappy natives that have attended the carrying it 
on and W'hich have pervaded all parts of the Nabobs dominions, have convinced 
us that a monopoly of the necessaries of life in any hands whatever, more 
especially in the hands of the English who are possessed of such an overruling 
influence, is liable to the greatest abuses. 

32. Much has been urged by our servants at different times in favor of 
the right to this trade which we Have ahvays treated as a most absurd claim. 
The words of the phirmaimd are 'WTiatever goods the English Company shall 
bring or carry etc. are duty free’’. 
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monopoly of the necessaries of life over their otvii subjects is sucii 
absurdity that we shall not lose time or words in trviiis: to refute it. 
construction seems never to have been thousbt of tiii the year 1762. We do 
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not find that Lord Clive or the gentlemen tvho conducted our a.iiaii's 
time of the treaty with Mir Jaffier in 1757, conceived thev had acquired by those 
treaties any one additional priviledge of trade. W’t had indeed in the veai 
1762 some private intimations of our servants being engaged, in such a trade 
which wc took notice of in our letter of the i9th February 1762, to wliicli no 
reply was made, but there appeared nothing of it in our records till a letter 
from the Nabob Cossim Aii in Consultation ISth October 1762 therein he 
eonipiains of the conduct of the Company's servants at Dacca in forcing the 
country merchants to take tobacco and other things above the market price, 
Soon after, the debates on the Mongheer treaty^ explain to us that the English 
had been concerned in this trade for some vears and indeed three wears 
possession had taught them to look on it as a matter of right and vindicate as 
such in their negotiations with Cossim Ali Cawn. 


34. As soon as it came to our knowledge, we strictly forbad it under 

date the I8tb February 1764 which our Governor and Council took into con- 

¥ 

sideration the 17th October tliough they presumed at the same time to carry 
it on in defiance of those orders. 


35. You now desire our concurrence in it for the advantage of the 
Company and of the Company’s servants. 

36. With respect to the Company, it is neither consistent with their honor 
nor their dignity, to promote such an exclusive trade as it is now more 
immediately our interest and duty to protect and cherish the inhabitants and 
to give them no occasion to look on every Englishman as their national 
enemy, a sentiment we think such a monopoly would necessarily suggest. Wc 
cannot therefore approve the plan you have sent us for trading in salt, beetle 
nut, and tobacco or admit of this trade in anv shape whatever and do hereby 
confirm our former orders for its entire abolition and we must here observe 
to you that wc continue in the same opinion which vou find expressed in our 
letters of the 24th December and 19th February last that every one concerned 
in this trade even before receipt of our letter 1st June 1769 [1764] has been guilty 
of a breach of his covenants. 


37. The opinions of the first lawyers in this kingdom confirm our 
sentiments and whenever we receive the list of the claims for restitution, we 
shall then with precision know whom we are to call to account for these illicit 
practices ; we are fully sensible that these innovations and illegal traffic laid 
the foundation of all the bloodshed, massacres and confusion which have 
happened of late years, we cannot suffer ourselves to indulge a thought 
towards the continuance of them upon any conditions whatsoever, no regula- 
tions can in our opinions be formed that can he effectual to prevent the like 
consequences which we ha\'e seen. We consider it too as disgraceful and 
below the dignity of our present situation to allow of such a monopoly and 
were we to allow of it under anv restrictions, we should consider ourselves as 
assenting and subscribing to ali the mischiefs which Bengal has presented 
to us for these four years past. At the same time, we don’t mean that the 
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ancient duties upon these commodities which constitute part of the revenue 
of Bengal should be abolished but we leave the adjustment of those duties 
to your judgment and consideration and here we must enjoin you to have 
particular regard and attention to the good of the natives whose interest and 
welfare are now become our primary care and we earnestly recommend it to 
you that you take the most effectual methods to prevent these great necessaries 
of life from being monopolized by the rich and great amongst themselves 
and by that means the poor and indigent becoming liable to those grievances 
and exactions which we mean to prevent our own people from being guilty of. 

38. With respect to the advantages of the Company’s servants, we would 
have gentlemen look back to any period before the capture of Calcutta and 
turn then* attention to our other settlements ; they will then find our service 
never did, nor ever w^as, meant to afford sudden affluence or immense fortune 
to every man employed therein. A moderate independance was the reward 
of many years service, succession was slow and the rank of counsellor was 
rarely attained before the age of thhty but donations first and then tliis 
inland trade shortened the path to riches. Donations became the reserved 
motives for revolutions in the government, and the monopolies of the 
necessaries of life were founded on its ruin. We do not mean by this to bring 
back the state of our service precisely to its former limits. We are very sensible 
that more important objects now pass under the consideration of our senior 
servants which require a greater exertion of their abilities but then we would 
have the advantages confined to the higher class of our servants. We would 
have them the rew^ard of long and faithful services. If our younger servants 
obtain an earlier independency, they become impatient of controul and we 
lose the benefit of their services when their riper years enable them to be the 
most useful to us, and stations of the highest importance fall to young men 
who have neither judgment nor experience to conduct them. 

39. We are willing to give our servants all the reasonable encouragement 
in our powder for the cheerful and faithful discharge of their duty : but as at 
present we are very imperfectly acquainted with the amount of our revenues 
and in a state of uncertainty as to their stability, supposing also your next 
advices will give us sonie further insight therein as well as into the merit 
or demerit of our servants and considering the lateness of the season, confines 
us to so short a time to prepare for this dispatch, w*e cannot possibly in such a 
hurry form a plan for the encouragement of our servants but must defer the 
same until the next dispatch w^hich w^e intend shall be very early in the season ; 
in the meantime you may rest assured we shall then give such dhections which 
we make no doubt will prove satisfactory both to our civil and military 
servants. 

40. As w^e have a high sense of General Carnac’s services, we shall by the 
same dispatch send our sentiments and directions upon the King’s request with 
regard to the present His Majesty intended for him, it being an affair of too 
much importance for us to determine upon in so short a time as this dispatch 
affords us. 

41. We send you herewith the opinions of His Majesty’s Attorney 
General and Solicitor General, and also of our Counsel Mr. Sayer, respecting 
the measures to be taken with our servants in Bengal for their disobedience 



to the resolution of the General Court and of our orders in consequence 
of it. 

42. As much depends upon the practice of the flavor’s Court at Calcutta, 
we can only recommend it to you to carry this opinion into execution, so far 
as the usage of that Court will admit, and we leave it to vou to make the 
representation (recommended in the opinion) to the Nabob and his ministers, 
of the detestation in which we hold the behaviour of our servants towards 
them, in respect to the sums of money which were either presented bv or 
extorted from them, and of our resolution to bring the offenders to justice 
as far as lies in our power. 

43. We do not mean, however, to chcumscribe ourselves to the investiga- 
tion only of what passed upon raising the present Nabob to the subakship, we 
give you full pow’ers and require from you that you will fullv inquire into the 
abuses and extortions practised upon the revolution when Meer Jaffier was 
deposed and Cossim Ali Cawn made Nabob of Bengal in his stead. 

44. We direct you to enter into a full discussion of that dark affair upon 
the fullest and most explicit evidence of living witnesses which you are now 
able to procure and that you will transmit their depositions, duly authenticated 
together with your own observations after a thorough investigation of the 
business to us by the first opportunity in order that we may give to the Indian 
powers a further testimony of our abhorrence and detestation of the ill usage 
they have received from our servants. 

45. With respect to the legal proceedings, upon the present occasion, we 
shall only observe as regarding hlr. Spencer and hir. Johnstone who are absent, 
that whatever effects they have in our custody in Beng-al, you will secure and 
detain, and as one of those gentlemen is already here, and the other will pro- 
bably soon be in England, we shall foUow the directions of our council in the 
prosecutions against them in His Majesty's courts here ; but we hope and 
expect that you will furnish us with ali such further material evidence as you 
have been able to collect, concerning their behaviour in these matters since 
your last advices. 

46. In these prosecutions we depend on that justice from the Mayor’s 
Court which the nature of our cause deserves ; the fullest evidence must be 
laid before them to prove the facts with which the defendants will be charged 
and though we hope effectual decrees may be obtained in that court, yet 
should it prove otherwise, we deshe, if the ultimate decisions should come 
to His Majesty by appeal, the evidence will be as circumstantial and complete 
in support of our case, both on principles of law and equity, as the nature 
of the different cases wiU admit off [yfc], and in order to this all collateral 
evidence though perhaps only circumstantial to the fact to be proved, we 
desire may not be disregarded or omitted. 

47. The former covenants being the same in all respects as have been 
for a course of years executed by our chdl servants, reference to any one of 
them is sufficient in order to set forth the substance of them in the legal 
proceedings, but we shall send you herewith authentic copies of such of them 
as we find executed here by any of our servants, wffio may be made defendants 
to these suits. 
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48. You will observe bv the General Letter to the President and Council 
accompanying this the very ample powers we have entrusted you with for 
preserving peace, tranquility, discipline, harmony, good order, and subordina- 
tion in Bengal, powers which we doubt not you will make use of in such a 
manner as will in all circumstances be most for the Company’s interest as well 
as reflect honor upon yourselves. 

qt. [sic] General Concluding Para. 

49. For these two seasons past we have taken up and observed upon 
so many material points and given such directions even to the anticipation 
of much of what is contained in the advices received per the Admiral Steevens 
that instead of entering into any further discussions which the short time 
limited for this dispatch will not admit of, we refer to as rules of conduct for 
the Select Committee, the President and Council and wdiomsoever else it may 
concern. 


London, 

17th May 1766. 

[Per Mercury and overland] 


We are, 

Your loving friends. 

Geo. Dudley / Thos. Rous / John 
Stephenson/Chas. Cutts/Heny. Savage/ 
Christ. Baron / Fredk. Pigou / F. W. 
Barrington / Edv/d. Wilder / Luke 
Scrafton / E. H. Cruttenden / Charles 
Chambers / J. Pardoe / Jos. DuPre / 
Thos. Saunders / Geo. Cuming / John 
Harrison / J. Purling / John Roberts / 
Peter DuCane Junr. /George Womb well/ 

Rob. Jones. 


Memo. 

Triplicate of this letter w'as signed by the following gentlemen tlie 22nd 
May 1766 to be sent overland. 


Geo. Dudley / Thos, Rous / Rob. Jones / 
Fredk. Pigou / Luke Scrafton / John 
•Stephenson / E. H. Cruttenden / 
Charles Chambers / J. Pardoe / Christr. 
Baron / George Cuming / Chas. Ctitts / 
Jos. DuPre / Jno. Harrison / Geo. 
WombwTll / J. Creswicke / Jno. 
Roberts / Edwd. Wheler / Thos. Saun- 
ders / Heny. Savage. 



24 


LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

Thank Clive for his services — condemn impolitic war with Shujaud-Daiilah 
and corruption among servants — monopoly of inland trade to be avoided — 
request Clive to continue for another year in India. 

Mv Lord, 

1. We have received your Lordship’s letter of the 30th September last 
which with the letter from the Select Committee and their proceedings have 
given us a clear view of the state in which your Lordship found our affairs on 
vour arrival, and the state in which thev were, at the time of the said advices. 

2. When we consider the penetration with which your Lordship at once 
discerned our true interest in every branch, the rapidity with which you 
restored peace, order and tranquillity, and the unbiassed integrity that has 
governed all your actions, we must congratulate vour Lordship on being the 
happy instrument of such extensive blessings to those countries. And you have 
our sincerest thanks for the great and important advantages thereby obtained 
for the Company. 

3. We have the strongest sense of the deplorable state to which our affairs 
were on the pomt of being reduced from the corruption and rapacity of our 
servants, and the universal depravity of manners throughout the settlement, 
we agree entirely with your Lordship that the train our affairs were then 
in would in a very lew months have brought us to a most dangerous situation. 

4. The war in which We were so impolitically engaged against Souja 
Dowda, w^as carrying on at such an immense loss to the Company, as would 
in a short space have sunk a great part of our capital and the funds that ought 
to have been destined to the support of that war, were perverted to the baneful 
purpose of corrupting our servants. Nor was this the only fatal consequence 
of this war: ruin to the Company might have sprung even from our success, 
for either the King unable to maintain himself would have been drove back 
on the Bengal provinces or if he had been successful through our assistance the 
venality or ambition of our servants might have urged them on to have 
marched our forces with him to Delhi. Your Lordship and the Select 
Committee have happily relieved us from these apprehensions and put a period 
to the war and all such wild projects by restoring Soujah Dowda to his 
dominions. 

5. Your Lordship ‘justly observes our danger from wdthin was yet greater 
than that from without. The general relaxation of all discipline and obedience 
of both military and civil [szc] was hastily tending to a dissolution of all govern- 
ment. The quick progress of private fortunes was big with very alarming 
consequences, which we do not dw^ell on, as you have expressed yourself so fully 
sensible of them. We hold the means by which they were obtained in every 
sense unlawful. 

6. Our letter to the Select Committee expresses our sentiments of what 
has been obtained by way of donations ; and to that we must add, that we 
think the vast fortunes acquired in the inland trade have been obtained by 

Vol. IV~I3 
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a scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was knowrl 
in any age or country. We have been uniform in our sentiments and orders on 
this subject from the first knowledge w^e had of it and your Lordship will not 
therefore wonder that after the fatal experience we have had of the violent 
abuses committed in this trade that w'e could not be brought to approve it 
even in the limited and regulated manner with which it comes to us in the 
plan laid down in the Committee's proceedings. We agree in opinion with your 
Lordship on the propriety of holding out such advantages to our chief 
servants, civil and military, as may open to them the means of honorably 
acquiring a competancy in our service but the difficulty of the subject and the 
short time we have at present to consider of it have obliged us to defer giving 
our sentiments and directions thereupon until the next dispatch. 

7. For the same reasons your Lordship will observe by our letter to the 
Select Committee that we are under the necessity of postponing the considera- 
tion of the present intended for General Carnac^ by the King but by the next 
dispatch your Lordship may be assured, w^e shall have a due regard therein 
to your Lordship’s recommendations and his particular merit. 

8. As the inland trade has been abolished principally with a view to the 
encouragement of the natives, we hope your Lordship will find the means to 
prevent its becoming a monopoly in any hands but more particularly in the 
hands of any powerful native from whom the poor might suffer those very 
Inconveniences for the prevention of which we have forbid our servants to trade 
in it and have relinquished those advantages that we ourselves might make by 
such a monopoly. 

9. We have had too much occasion to remark the tyrannic and oppressive 
conduct of all European agents who have got away from under the eye of the 
Presidency and w’-e wish your Lordship wmuld make it an object of your 
consideration how to confine the said Europeans as much as possible to the 
Presidency and to those subordinates where the largeness of the investment may 
require it to be conducted by covenant servants preferable to gomastahs. 

10. We have not at present time to enter into the thorough examination 
of what your Lordship proposes respecting the establishing of rank and 
precedence between our civil and military servants. In our letter of the 24th 
December, we determined that the President and Council might delegate their 
authority to any civil servant they pleased, and every military officer be his 
rank what it might, should pay the same obedience to the orders of such civil 
servant as to those of the President and Council. It is not meant, however, 
that such civil servant is to controul the military officer in the execution of 
military operations which is his proper department. 

11. We have the most perfect sense of your Lordship’s disinterestedness 
in every part of your conduct and we shall not fail to represent this to the 
proprietors and shall at the same time inform them of the many great 
advantages your Lordship has obtained for this Company but we fear my Lord, 
past experience will teach them as it does us that the permancy [szc] of those 
advantages will depend much on your Lordships continuing in India till you 
have seen the regulations firmly established for the conducting these important 
affairs, another year s experience and peaceable enjoyment of our acquisitions 
might fix them on a basis that would give hopes they may be as lasting as 
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they are great. And there is no doubt, mv Lord, but the general voice of 
the Proprietors, indeed we mav sav of everv man who wishes well to his 
country, will be to join in our request that your Lordship will continue another 
vear in India. We are verv sensible of the sacrifice we ash vour Lordsliio to 
make in desiring your continuance another year in Bengal after the great 
services you have rendered the Company and the difficulties you have passed 
through in accomplishing them under circumstances in which your own 
example has been the principal means of restraining the general rapaciousness 
and corruption which had brought our affairs so near the brink of ruin. These 
services, my Lord, deserve more than verbal acknowledgments and we have 
no doubt that the Proprietors will concur with us in opinion that some solid 
and permanent retribution adequate to your great merits should crown vour 
Lordship's labours and success. 


London, 

17th Alay 1766. 
[Overland] 


W'e are, 

Your Lordship’s loving friends, 
Edwd. Wheler / Luke Scrafton / E. H. 
Cruttenden / Chas. Chambers / J. 
Pardoe / Jos. DuPre / Thos. Saunders / 
Chas. Cutts / Heny. Savage / Christr. 
Baron / F. W. Barrington / John 
Harrison / J. Purling / J. Roberts / Peter 
Ducane Jr. / Geo. Womb well / Rob. 
Jones / Geo. Cuming / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / John Stephenson / Fredk. 

Pigou. 
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LETTER DATED 23 MAY 1766 

To the Right Hon’ble Lord Clive &c. &c. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

[1.] I have it in command from the Court of Directors to acquaint you that 
the Mercury snow sailed from Portsmouth on the 20th instant and as she had 
a fine outset, it is hoped she will reach Bengal agreeable to the Courts wishes 
that the very material dispatches she conveys may come to the hands of Lord 
Clive in good time, but least any accident should happen to the Mercury , 
duplicates of the several letters by her are now^ sent you overland by way of 
Aleppo and Bussorah to be forwarded from thence with the utmost dispatch. 

[2.] The Osterley Captain Fredk. Vincent which sailed from the Downes 
for Bombay on the 17th March last proving very leaky, bore into Cadiz to refit 
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where she arrived on or about the 3rd of April and Captain Vincent advises he 
should he ready to proceed on his voyage by the 27th or 2Sth of the same 
month. 


I am with great respect, 

Mv Lord and Gentlemen, 

East India House, Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

London, 23rd May 1766. R. J. 

[Overland] Secretary. 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1766 

Shipping news — illicit trade — council of supercargoes for managing 
Company’s affairs in China — question of revival of investment through dadni 
merchants — faulty construction of the New Fort at Calcutta — reaction of the 
Servants at Select Committee’s sending for four civilums for assistance 
fro 7 n Fort St. George — consideration of Indian affairs in Parliament — 
inconvenience caused by remittances by Compaiiy’ s servants — limits prescribed 
for the amount of drafts upon the Court — preference in grant of certi- 
ficates to be given to civil and military servants and particularly to Clive for his 
jagir — fund for discharge of arrears of Jiavy claims. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter to your Presidency went in duplicate by the Mercury 
snow and overland under date of the 17th of Mav last, a triplicate thereof 
is enclosed in this ship's packet. 

2. Since the date of that letter, your General Letter of the 29th January, 
with a letter from your Select Committee of the 31st January, and one from 
Lord Clive of the 1st February last have come to our hand? by the ship 
Grenville. 

3. We write to the Select Committee by this conveyance upon several 
matters of general importance to our interests at your Presidency, the orders 
and instructions contained in the said letter are to be obeyed by you as fully 
and efEecmally as if they were inserted in these our general advices. This, 
however, is not at all to lessen or abate in any respect the powers with which 
we have invested our said Committee, 

4. We have the satisfaction of informing you that since our last advices, 
the following ships have safely imported vizt., the Salisbury and Dutton from 
China on the lOth of June, the Admiral Pococlz, Earl of Elgin and Duke of 
Richmond from that place the 14th and 16th of the same month, the Talbot, 
Duke of Gloucester, York, Thames and Essex also from China the 7th, 10th, 
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i4th, 15th and 16tli July and the Ankerzvvhe also from China the 3rd August^ 
the Grenville from Bcn 2 ;al the I8tb, the Horsendoii and Ro\al CVAmijz from 
China the 23rd and 26tli Aueiist, the Kent from Ben 2 :al the 13th, the True 
Briton from Bombay the ISth, the Grosz'enor from China and Bencoolen the 


16th September, the Tilbury from China the Sth, the Harduiche and 
Clive from Bombay on the 22nd and 23rd October, and the Pacifick from 
Bengal and Fort St. George on the 13th of that month at Corke. 


5. But for a more particular account of the arrival and denarture of our 

JL 

shipping, you are referred to the lists \vc now send as usual. 


6. We acquainted you in our letter of the 17tli of hlav last that the 
Secret Committee for the current year are George Dudley Esqr., Chairman of 
the Court, Thomas Rous Esqr., Deputy Chairman with Charles Ciitts, Robert 
Jones and Henry Savage Esquires : they are invested with the usual powers 
ror giving such dhections as they shall see lit for the safety of our outward 

* «t 

and homeward bound ships, such orders therefore as in consequence they or 
any three of them shall give are bv the persons to whom the same shall be 
addressed to meet with all due obedience. 


7. The ship Hector being now on her departure, we embrace this first 
opportunity of acquainting you with some general informations and directions 
and making the necessary observations upon vour advices received this season, 
and 


First of shipping 

8. We have this season taken up on freight the underiiamed ships, 
those for China at twenty shillings a ton less and the ships for all other parts 
at twenty shillings a ton more than last season. The terms and conditions 
in other respects are the same as were agreed on for the ships taken up in 
1765. The ships of this year are each let for 499 tons and carry men and guns 
answerable thereto as wall appear by the respective charterparties, their con- 
signments and intended times of departure are as follow vizt. 


Ships 

Hector . . . . 

Latham . . . . 

Lord Holland 

Nor thumb erlafid 

Earl of Middle- 
sex . . . . 


Commanders 

John Williams . 

James Moffatt . 
Fasham Nairne . 
John Mitford . 

John Hasell . . 


Consignments 


Times pro- 
posed for 
dispatch 


Coast and Bay . 


Madeira and Coast ^ 
and China 
Canaries and Coast 
and Bay 
St. Helena and 
China 


under dis- 
patch 


end of 
November 


St. Helena and 
Bencoolen 
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Ships Commanders 


Earl of Lincoln . Peter Hardwicke . 
Houghton . . . AVilliam Smith . . 

O 

London .... Thomas Motley . . 
Triton .... William Elphin- 

stone 

British King . . Richard William- 
son 

Calcutta . . . George Thomson . 

Norfolk . . . John Sandys . . . 

Lord Clive . . . Barnaby Bartlett . 

Vansittart . Roger Fish Palmer 
E^mont . . . Charles Mears . . 

o 

Northington . . John Sealy . . . 

Admiral Pocock Thomas Riddell 
Earl of Elgin . Thomas Cooke . . 

W oTcester . . . Richard Hall . 

Lord Mansfield . Alexander Macleod 

Bute Patrick Maitland . 

[....] ... Arthur Morris . . 

Europa .... Henry Hinde Pelly 
[....] . . . Benjamin Hooke . 


Consignments 

Times pro- 


posed for 
dispatch 

Coast and China 


do 


do 

middle of 

do 

December 


Bencoolen and 
China 

hladeira and Coast 


and Bay 
do do 

China 


middle of 
' January 


do 


Coast and Bay 

do end of 

do , January 

do / 

Madeira and 


Bombay 1 

j I 

Fort St. George, 

Bombay and { middle of 

China ' February 

do do and Mocha 


Fort St. George and 
Bombay V 

do do 

Bombay .... beginning of 

March 


9. The very large indents received from your Presidency for all kinds 
of military stores have laid us under the necessity of consigning so many 
ships to Coast and Bay this year ; and the ships Admiral Pocock and Earl of 
Elgin mentioned in the beforegoing list were taken up in addition to the 
number first intended merely to comply with your pressing demands. 

10. You will observe the Hectods consignment is for Bengal, we have 
nevertheless directed Captain Williams to proceed with all dispatch ; first to Fort 
St. George, to deliver the packet and such consignments as he may have for 
that Presidency, and that they may there disembark such of the military as 
they shall have occasion for, if they should be more wanted there than with 
you, on this service. We have directed them not to lose a moment’s time and 
to forward the Hector with all speed to Fort William. 

11. The Presidency of Fort St. George are charged from us, that if it 
shall appear more for our interest, they are not only to continue the destina- 
tion of the said recruits for Bengal, but also to accompany them with as many 
more as may be necessary from their garrison, and the Hector can convey, 
this is a iso to be performed with all possible dispatch, 
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12. The ships, Lord Mansfield and Biite^ mentioned in the preceding 
list are to continue in India till eariv in the year 1768, under the d irection. oi 
the President and Council of Bonibav, and are then to he dispatched, the 
Lord Mansfield for China with a cargo proper for the Canton market, and 
the Bute to Mocha with a cargo sufficient for the purchase of a loading of 
coffee, both ships to be returned home, the one from China and the other 
from Mocha. 


13. As we shall depend upon one ship's proceeding from Bombay to Mocha 
as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, in case therefore the Bute shall he 
prevented by unavoidable and unforeseen accidents from performing the said 
voyages, under such circumstances, we shall give directions that some other 
ship is to be sent in her room ; but in case of anv accident happening to the 
Lord Mansfield, no other ship is to be sent to China in her stead, as it may 
be the means of distressing our Presidencies for shipping to bring home the 
large investments we may reasonably expect especially from Fort St. George 
and Bengal ; however, if that should not be the case and rather than any ship 
should lay unemployed, another ship is to be sent from Bombay to China in 
lieu of the Lord Mansfield. 

14. You will observe by the foregoing destination of our shipping that 
the Lord Adansfield, Bute, Europa, and new ship, Captain Morris, are ordered 
to call first at Fort St. George, which is with no other design than to assist 
in carrying out the military recruits intended for the service of our Fort St. 
George and Fort William Presidencies. When thev are landed therefore at 
Fort St. George, we give orders to the President and Council there to forward 
the said ships immediately to Bombay. 

15. It has been our constant recommendation for our several Presidencies 
mutually to concert the necessary plans for the returning the several ships 
intended to be laden home the same season of their arrival in India ; this 
will be materially necessary at this time, as there is great reason to believe 
that even the eight Coast and Bay ships mentioned in the list of destination 
will not be sufficient to bring home those investments. If that shall be the 
case, you will take care in time to settle measures with the Presidency of 
Bombay for having one or two of the ships destined thither this season for 
that service as the cargoes of the Coast and Bay ships are much more valuable 
and consequently more interesting to the Company than those from Bombay 
can possibly be. 

16 . However, as before observed the four Bombay ships which are to call 
first at Fort St. George are to be forwarded thither as directed, and if the 
President and Council there are informed the Presidency at Bombay is in real 
want of troops, they are to send such a supply by the said ships as may be 
necessary and order them to be landed at Tellicherry or elsewffiere on the 
Mallabar Coast where they may be most wanted. 

17 . If one of the Bombay ships is to assist in bringing home the Fort 
St. George or Bengal investment, the preference is to be given to the new 
ship, Captain Morris, and we give our orders to the President and Council at 
Bombay to send her accordingly, which tve hope wdl be in time for a proportion 
of the Fort St. George investment and they and you are to concert the necessary 
measures accordingly. 
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18. In general, as you well know the importance of the early arrival of 
our ships in England from the several parts of India, we recommend every 
practicable measure to be pursued for effecting the same. 

19. Having now modelled the instructions to the commanders of the ships 
in our service, you will receive herewith copies thereof for your information, 
that care may be taken so far as depends upon you that they pay due obedience 
thereto. 

20. The President and Council at Fort St. George having represented to 
us that the long stay and disembarking the recruits from our outward bound 
ships at Joanna^ has been very prejudicial to their healths, and that the shipping 
which have only stopped there for a short time proved very healthy ; the 
captains have it recommended to them to put in the Cape for refreshments 
in preference to all other places, if the season will admit of it, and are enjoined 
to avoid Joanna ; but on being indispensibly obliged to stop there, they are 
required to remain no longer than shall be absolutely necessary for taking 
in wood, water and provisions, and on no account to land any of the men, 
if it can possibly be avoided, yet if the disembarking them cannot be dis- 
pensed with, the commanders are positively charged not to suffer them to lav 
ashore at night, that prejudice and danger to the healths of the recruits may 
be prevented. We give you this information that if any of the ships for your 
Presidency touch at Joanna, you are to call upon the captains for their reasons, 
and advise us of the result of your enquiry. 

21. It is with the utmost concern we have occasion to resume the subject 
of illicit outward bound trade, and considering the measures we had taken to 
prevent the same for the future, we hoped a stop would have been put to such 
pernicious practices: but contrary to our expectations, we have received an 
information upon the oaths of two officers belonging to a vessel called the 
New Success, whereof, Robert Hay was commander, that whilst she lay in 
the river Thames, the following goods were received aboard, vizt., about two 
hundred bundles of steel w^eighing about one hundred weight each, ninety cases 
of copper of about one hundred weight each, about thirty five casks contain- 
ing shot, each of which casks weighed about five hundred weight, about seventv 
five chests of small arms and several thousand bars of iron of different lengths. 
That the said vessel with the said goods on board set sail from the port of 
London and proceeded down the English Channel, that she did not make the 
best of her way, but steered different courses, and it appeared to the deponents 
that Captain Hay was endeavouring to discover and make up to some ship, 
but not meeting therewith the said vessel, proceeded directly to St. Vincent, 
one of the Cape de Verde Islands and came to an anchor there on or about 
the 20th April last near to the Nottmghani , Captain Howe commander, which 
arrived a few days before. That the said snow was hauled close along side 
the Nottmgham, and on or about the 21st, 22nd and 23rd days of the said 
month, all the beforementioned steel, copper, shot and small arms together 
with about six thousand bars of the said iron were taken out of the said vessel, 
New Success, and directly put on board the Nottingham by orders from 
Mr. Paul, the chief mate. The said deponents further say that when they were 
on board the Nottmgham, they were informed by several of the company, that 
whilst she w^as near the island of Palm, one of the Canary Islands, about 220 
cannon were put on board her from a vessel called the William, commanded 
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bv Captain Gill, which information from iiianv circumstances tliev vrere 
acquainted with of their own knowledge when the last mentioned vessel was 
in the river, thev believe to be true. 

22. The said information is so circumstantial that we cannot have the 
least doubt of the truth of the whole. We therefore positively direct, if the 
Nottingham shall at any time after the receipt of this letter be at vour 
Presidency, that you make the strictest enquiry in the manner directed in 
our letters of last season into every circumstance of the said illicit trade. And 
here we must observe that we think it almost impossible that such, quantities 
of goods could be landed at any of our Presidencies or any other place or 
places from any ship or ships on which they mav have been transhipped 
without their having some intimation or knowledge thereof. We have reason 
therefore to expect our servants at Bombay have taken up this matter in the 
proper manner even before our orders come to hand, but least that should not 
have been done and the N ottinNiam is at Beneal, vou are immediatelv to 
proceed as above directed ; and if it shall appear to vou upon the strictest 
enquhy as directed in our former orders, with this addition, of examining 
the mates upon oath that any of the said illicit goods are actually on board 
or have been on board and delivered before her arrival at your port, it is 
our express and positive order and upon no pretence or consideration whatso- 
ever to be dispensed with, that you forthwith dismiss Captain Howe from the 
command of the Nottmgham and send him to England bv the first coveyance 
that offers, except the said ship, and appoint his chief officer, captain in his 
stead, if there is no objection to him. as we are thoroughly satisfied, Captain 
Howe must either be actually concerned in the said goods, or that he knowing- 
ly received or permitted them to be received on board, or both, which we look 
upon in the same aggravating light. 

23. We have appointed the gentlemen following, to be our council of 
supra cargoes for managing the affairs of the Company in China the ensuing 
season, vizt., hlessrs. Thomas Fitzhugh, Henry Revell, Stephen Devisme, 
Benjamin Torin, Mann Horner, Thomas Smith, Thomas Thomas, William 
Rous, Thomas Be van, William Harrison, Matthew Raper Junior and John 
Bradby Blake. We have also chosen Messrs. William Henry Pigou and George 
Rogers, writers to our council in China for five years. 

24. Messrs. Horner, Thomas, Harrison, Raper and Blake with the two 
writers take theh passage on the two ships bound directly to China. 

25. The ships which are to he under the direction and management of 
the said council are, the Osterley or any other ship which shall be sent from 
Bombay to Canton in her stead in the year 1767 and all such as shall in the 
course of that year arrive there from the Company’s settlements in India, 
destitute of supra cargoes customarily called casual ships (if anv such there 
shall be), also the Northimiherland bound first to St. Helena and from thence to 
Canton ; the Latham bound to Madeira and Fort St. George and thence 
to Canton ; the Houghton, Earl of Lincoln, London and Triton bound to Fort 
St. George and thence to Canton ; the British King bound first to Bencoolen 
and thence to Canton, and the Lord Clive and Vansktart consigned directly to 
Canton. 

26. Messrs. Henry Revell, Stephen Devisme, Benjamin Torin, Mann 
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Horner, William Rous, Thomas Bevan and William Harrison are appointed 
our resident supra cargoes at Canton for the year 1768, they are directed as 
usual to conduct and take care of the Company’s affairs upon the departure of 
such of the beforementioned council as are to leave China in the season of the 
year 1767, and before the arrival of those supra cargoes, we shall appoint 
members for the succeeding council. 

27. We this year forbid our China ships calling at Batavia outward bound, 
except in cases of absolute necessity, and you are to signify the same to the 
commander of any casual ship which may be dispatched from your Presidency 
to Canton, if any such shall happen to be sent. 

28. The supra cargoes we have appointed for purchasing a cargo of 
coffee at Mocha for the ship Bute which is to proceed thither from Bombay 
as beforementioned in the year 1768, are one of the Company’s covenanted 
servants from Bombay, Mr. Edw’ard Ironside, and Captain Patrick Maitland. 

29. It gives us great pleasure to observe you have found firs up the 
country, which the Master Attendant reports are proper for masts and yards if 

they wdll stand the climate. We hope to find upon trial 

i , O J Qr ^ XX 

9th 14 Oct have done so, as it will in such case be a very important 

discovery, and save the Company a great expence, which 
they are now put to in tonnage for those articles, and will enable them much 
better to accommodate the troops sent to India. 

30. We remarked in our letter of the 17th May last upon the very great 
expence of the purchase and fitting out the Admiral Steevens packet ; and we 
have been since confirmed in those sentiments, by finding that upon putting 
her up to sale, she would yield but nine hundred and fifty pounds with all 
her stores, excepting guns and kintlage. 

31. We are pleased to find you have adjusted the Company’s demand 
on the owners of the Solebay with the commander. It was certainly the inten- 
tion of the agreement that the owners should account with the Company for 
the money advanced them in England, and as the Becke^iham was under the 
same circumstances, we hope to hear you have done the like with respect to her. 


32. In our letter of the 19th February last, we strongly urged the necessity 
of dispatching home your ships as early as possible to prevent the risk and 
other evils which have frequently attended the keeping them too late in your 
River and of which the Bute last season was a striking instance. We are now 
confirmed in the necessity of those injunctions, by the non arrival of the 
Bonsborne and Ad^niral Watson with us ; we therefore positively direct you 
to pay the strictest attention to this important point, by giving the earliest 
dispatch to all the ships under your direction you possibly can, that we may have 
no occasion to animadvert upon your measures in this respect for the future. 


33. We observe you recommend to our notice Mr. Dean, the Deputy 


Lre. 29th Janv. 
1766 Pa. 47. 


Master Attendant, for his services in the marine and being 
always ready to encourage merit, we direct that he succeed 


to the post of Master Attendant upon the death or coming 
away of Captain Keble, if you shall judge him in every respect qualified for 


that charge. 


34. We must here take notice that the business in this department has 
been negligently conducted ; little care has beeu taken to survey and repair 
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the vessels in a proper manner as appears freqiientlv in such vessels in particular 
employed upon the West Coast service. It is therefore recommended to vou 
to see that the Master Attendant, and all the people dependant upon his office, 
do their duty to the Company in every respect to your satisfaction- 

35. We much approve of your putting in execution the Master xVttendant's 
proposal for cutting a ship and making wavs for repairing the sloops, to prevent 
their being sent round to Bombay for that purpose, which was attended with 
much loss of time and expeiice to the service, and we hope to find that they 
can be repaired as well, and upon much more reasonable terms than at Bombay. 

Secondly of goods from Europe or from 07ie part of India to another 

36. The principal articles of the intended export for our several Presi- 
dencies and China this season consist nearly of the undermentioned 
particulars vizt.j 


For Bengal 

Cloth 426 bales, long ells 60 bales, other piece goods 3 bales, lead 300 tons, copper 
200 tons, iron 300 tons, steel 10 tons, gunpowder 1510 barrels, small arms 1032 
chests, Madeira wine 150 pipes and vidonia wine from the Island Teneriffe 
70 pipes. 

All the above articles are divided in nearly equal proportions on the ships 
Hector, Lord Holland, Calcutta, Norfolk, Northmgton, Egmont, Admiral 
Pocock and Earl of EIgm, excepting the wines which go by the conveyances 
hereafter noticed, and the gunpowder which on account of the large quantity 
is divided on the above ships and the Latham and Triton and the four Bombay 
ships directed to call first at Fort St. George. 

The several ships invoices will inform you more particularly of the fore- 
going articles and other consignments to vour Presidency, to which therefore 
you are referred. It is impossible from the very large tonnage of your several 
indents received this season which amounted to about four thousand three 
hundred tons, to comply fully therewith ; but we have ordered as large a 
proportion of each article as the eight ships bound to your Presidency can with 
the number of passengers they are to carry and the wines they are to take in 
at Madeira and Teneriffe conveniently receive, and we have great reason to 
think the supplies will be adequate to your occasions. 

For Fort St- George 

Cloth 697 bales, 70 bales long ells, camblets 1 bale, lead 100 tons, copper 212 
tons, iron 200 tons, small arms 8000 ; gunpowder 360 barrels, Madeira w^ine 
100 pipes and vidonia wane from the Island Teneriffe 80 pipes. 

The bales are divided vizi., 150 on each of the ships Earl of Lincoln and 
London and the remainder in equal proportions on the Houghton and Triton 
and all the other articles are nearly so on the five China ships bound first to 
Fort St. George, excepting the wanes which go by the conveyances hereafter 
mentioned. 
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For Bombay Presidency 

For the Bomhav market, cloth 1560 bales, long ells 374 bales, other piece goods 
5 bales and cases, lead 300 tons, copper 408 tons, iron 300 tons, steel 50 tons, tin 
10 tons, Madeira wine 50 pipes, gunpowder 210 barrels, small arms, 180 chests, 
20 pipes of vidonia wine to be sent from St. George. 

For Bussorali market, cloth 324 bales, IS of which arc of a French fabrick, 
long ells 100 bales, of 10 pieces in each. 

For Btishire market, cloth 784 bales, long ells 200 bales, of 10 pieces in each, 
other niece efoods 2 bales. 

i o 

For Scindv market, cloth 106 bales, long ells 30 bales, of 20 pieces in each 
bale. 

All the said beforementioned consignments are divided in nearly equal 
proportions on the six Bombay ships the IMadcira wine excepted which all 
goes on the Worcester. 


For Fort Marlborough 

Light iron 100 tons, flour 20 tons, beef and pork 40 half hogsheads of each, gun- 
powder [...] barrels, cordage 38 tons, honmongers ware of several sorts 16 tons, 
anchors and grapnels 7 tons, 

All which articles are laden on the ships Earl of Middlesex and British King. 

Over and above the said several consignments, we are well satisfied our 
said Presidency will be in want of many particulars from our settlements in 
India ; you are therefore to comply in the fullest manner with our repeated and 
positive orders for sending such supplies thither as they stand in need of or 
indent for from time to time. 

You wall observe we send out no treasure this season to Fort hlarlborotigh, 
as we shall depend upon that Presidency’s being supplied bv vou and our 
President and Council at Fort St. George wath as much as they shall have 
occasion for, for the purchase of their pepper investment and their civil, 
military and other expences, and you are to concert the necessary measures 
accordingly, the sooner a remittance can be made it will be agreeable as we 
apprehend it will be much wanted. 

For Canton 

Cloth 645 bales, long ells 770 bales, camblets 15 bales, hairbines 15 bales, lead 
1200 tons. 

The bales are equally divided on the two direct China ships except 242 
bales of long ells which for w^ant of room in the said ships are laden in equal 
proportions on the Fort St. George ships Earl of Lincoln and London. 

The lead goes in tlie following manner uzzf., 300 tons on each of the direct 
ships, ISO each on the St. Helena and Bencoolen ships and 60 tons on each of 
the five Coast and China ships. 

37. We have been under the necessity of lading on the Latham, and 
Triton tw^o Coast and China ships, and the four Bombay ships directed to call 
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first at Fort Sr. Georo-e, 630 barrels of eunDOwder designed for Beneai viiicb 

<3? 4*-' JL ^ 


K\' 


are 


sate 


we liave directed our President and Council to forward to vou D\ 
and convenient opportunities. 

38. Our agents at the island of Madeira. Messrs Chambers, Hiccox and 
Denver are directed to make a ree^uiar consDiiinent to vou bv invoice and bill 
of lading of the 150 pipes of wine to be shipped by them in equal proportions 
on the ships, Calcutta and Norfolk as beforemciitioiied. As it has lain near 
a year in warehouse, and they had our directions for it's being the best the 
island produced, we hope it will prove to your satisfaction ; however, give us 
very particular accounts how it turns out, both with respect to the quality and 
the condition of tlie casks, taking care that the owners are made accountable 
to the Companv for any deficiencies arising from bad stoivage or pilferage on 
board. 


39- We last year sent you a quantity of vidonia wine from the island 
of Teiieriffe for a tryal whether it might not in a great measure, if not 
altogetiier, answer as well in the East Indies as hladeira and acquainted you 
of our intention of sending a further quantity^ this year. We have in conse- 
quence thereof ordered die ship, Lord Holland, to call there and receive 150 
pipes each to gauge full 120 gallons for which we are to pay ten pounds sterling 
a pipe including the casks with ten iron hoops thereon, and all charges on board, 
seventy pipes of which are to be consigned to vour Presidency, and the other 
eighty to the President and Council at Fort St. George ; as these are ordered 
at two separate houses they are to be shipped as follow 

Bv Mr. John Collogan, eighty pipes for Fort St. George and twenty for Bengal. 
By Messrs Comyns, Brother and Power fifty pipes for Bengal. 

40. Reference must be had to the invoices, hills of lading and advices 
which we have directed our correspondents to enclose to you by the Lord 
Holland for the particulars of the seventy pipes intended for your Presidency, 
who are also as usual to transmit to you certificates of the gauge and condition 
of the casks under their hands and of Captain Nairn or his officers, in like 
manner as is practised with the Madeira wine, the casks are also to be burnt 
with an iron near the bung with the Company’s mark, and the marks of each 
house are to be on theh respective casks. We last year gave you particular 
directions for returning to us an account of the condition, quantities and 
qualities of the wines you received from each house, together with a survey of 
their stowage and we shall expect vour punctual compliance therewith in regard 
to those you will receive by the Lord Holland. 

41. Out of the above quantities of wine consigned to Bengal, you are 
positively directed to send to Fort hlariboroiigh, four pipes of iMadeiia and 
four pipes of vidonia by the first good conveyances that offer. We direct the 
President and Council at Fort St. George to send to Fort Marlborough the 
same quantity of hladeira and vidonia wines out of what goes consigned to 
them. 

42. Notwithstanding any former orders we dispense with your putting up 
any of the Madeira or vidonia wines consigned to your Presidency to publick 
sale ; and we leave it to you, to divide tlic same among our civil and military 
servants, in such proportions, as shall appear to you most equitable according 
to their several ranks and stations, and we dhect that they be charged at the 
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full prime cost with an advance of thirty per cent thereon, observing that the 
loss by leakage is to be accounted a part of the prime cost. On these terms 
only the said wines are to be delivered to the respective persons to whom this 
indulgence extends, upon their paying for the same accordingly. 

43. Frequent complaints having been received of the* pasteboards used in 
the package of the fine cloths occasioning damage, they are this year packed 
with slit deals instead of pasteboards. We desire to be informed by the first 
opportunity if the method of packing be esteemed more safe and convenient 
than the former. 

44. We have come to a resolution that all the medicines and drugs w^anted 
for our several Presidencies, shall in future be provided by the Company of 
Apothecaries, notwithstanding their prices exceed those of other persons, as 
there is a certainty of being supplied by them with the best sorts, every article 
coming under the inspection of a deputation from the College of Physicians, 
and the Surgeons Company, which is not the case with those of private persons. 
You are how^ever to report to us from time to time, the quality of those sent 
to your Presidency, and if you should find any of them not answer our expecta- 
tions, you will point out to us particularly the defects, with such observations 
as may be necessary for our information. 

45. By the ships of this season you will receive the hats and shoes for 
the military as desired, and we shall continue to comply with your indents for 

them annually ; both these articles are provided by different 

NmT* 176T^ara^^l^8 w^hom we have directed to distinguish their goods 

by separate marks, and we shall expect your impartial 
opinion, which are entitled to the preference. Twenty dozen shoes of a superior 
quality are also sent for the officers, and you are also to report to us how^ they 
answ^er. 

46. We have ordered tw^enty five thousand musquets of the best sort 
instead of thhty thousand indented for, and which w^e judge will be quite 
sufficient, especially when we considered your Separate Letter of the 30th Sep- 
tember 1765 wherein you only desire an immediate supply of ten thousand small 
arms and an annual recruit of four thousand afterwards. 

4 /. We apprehend a mistake has been made in the article of gunpowder 
in your indent by demanding thirteen thousand five hundred barrels a quantity 
more than ten times exceeding the wffiole amount of what has ever been sent 
in one year to all the Presidencies, and which it is impracticable for us to 
comply with, and to send at the same time the necessary supplies of other 
stores. We have therefore ordered fifteen hundred and ten barrels which is 
as much as can be conveniently shipped on the eight Coast and Bay and some 
of the other ships ordered to call at the Fort as mentioned in the 36th para- 
graph. The powder is to be the same as that delivered into the King’s stores, 
but no glazed powder will be sent as it will not stand proof, nor is it ever used 
in the King’s service. 

48. We have ordered only one thousand skeins of match instead of six 
thousand indented for, as the package to contain the last mentioned quantity, 
would have taken up above sixty five tons in measurement. 

49. As to the had quality of the ordnance and small arms mentioned in 
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Your advices of this year, we can only say, that all possible care is taken for the 

Lre from Select Company being furnished with the best that can be made. 
Com. 1st Oct. 1765 and not any of the former are received, but such as are 
-■5* proved and passed bv His iVlajesty's proof masters at 

Woolwich, exactly in the same manner as the King’s, and the musquet barrels 
are proved at the Tower under the inspection of the proof masters ; we have 
Genl Lre trom entered into a very minute examination of the report of 
29th Jany. 1766 the proof of brass ordnance at Bengal on the 14th and 15th 

January last, and are fully convinced, that so many pieces 
being condemned is owing to the established quantity of powder for the proof 
being greatly exceeded. The brass 24 pounder field pieces were proved at 
Woolwich tvith 18 lb. powder but at Bengal with 21 lb. ; and even the charge of 
18 lb. was thought by several to he too much, it being the quantity for the King's 
medium 24 pounders, which although they are a foot and half shorter than the 
Company's 24 pounders, weigh about twelve hundred weight more ; the King's 
proof charge for light twelve pounders is six pounds of powder, and for light 
six pounders three pounds of powder, whereas they have been proved at Bengal 
with double the quantity. The accident therefore of the twelve pounder gun 
bursting in a salute with three pounds of powder appears to us most extra- 
ordinary. 

50. We would have the founders names on the condemned guns and 
mortars transmitted to us, and the same is to be observed with respect to the 
^unmakers should anv of the small arms turn out defective. 

51. Twelve eighteen pounder medium brass guns are ordered to be cast 
instead of the like number of long light twenty four pounders indented for, 
as we are wtII assured the eighteen pounder mediums will answer much better. 


Thirdly of investments 


52. If the revenues come regularly into your treasutv, to so large an 
amount as you have given us reason to expect, and which we flatter ourselves 
will certainly be the case if no unforeseen disappointments happen, you will be 
possessed, after the civil and military charges of the Presidency are defrayed, 
and a reserve made sufficient for all exigencies of such large sums as may be 
difficult to be invested, in order for their annually centering with us, and the 
Company in such case may be very rich in Bengal, and at the same time under 
very disagreeable and embarrassing circumstances at home. It will require 
therefore all your attention to enlarge every channel for conveying to us as 
early as possible, the annual produce of our acquisitions, as w^ell as profits of 
trade ; for this purpose, we recommend it to you in the strongest manner, to 
increase the investment of your Presidency to the utmost extent you can, with- 
out debasing the several manufactures by indiscriminately taking in such goods 
as you shall judge unfit for the Europe market, and at the same time using all 
imaginable care and caution, not to give any just reasons for complaints from 
the other European nations, as we w-ould have harmony subsist between you 
and them, wiiich we think with prudence may very consistently be preserved, 
even with your endeavours for increasing our investments. In order for your 
guidance in this important point, ’we now send you a list of the species and 
quantities of the several articles to be provided at your Presidency^ you will 
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observe that the quantitys are larger than usual ; yet great as they are, we hope 
by exerting your best endeavours, they may be extended, particularly in those 
articles pointed out in the accompanying account, to as large an amount as 
you can find conveyances for, for which purpose every ship must have as much 
surplus tonnage, as she can possibly take in, but as the number of ships to be 
dispatched from vour Presidency will depend upon circumstances, we shall 
confide in your care for concerting with our other Presidencies the necessary 
measures for being effectually supplied with shipping. 

53. If your circumstances are such as we have intimated in the preceding 
paragraph, the investment you can send from Bengal will not we a pprehend 
with all your endeavours be to so great an amount as to answer the deshed 
purposes. You are therefore to make such early remittances to our other 
Presidencies as will enable them to extend their investments also, to the utmost, 
and in particular we shall depend upon your effectually supplying annually 
our council in China with silver and other articles sufficient for a full investment 
from thence. 

54. With respect to the China investment if you forwarded thither the 
twenty four lacks of rupees mentioned in your letter of the 29th January last, 
which we must suppose to have been done, in that case, our council at Canton 
wdll with their stock in hand and exports from hence, have enough to load 
home all the ships arrived there in the year 1766 and have after that a large 
surplus remaining to. begin the investment for the ships now going out which 
are to be dispatched from thence in the course of the season of 1767. We 
observe with pleasure from Lord Clive’s letter of the 1st February last that it 
was intended to send twenty fom: lacks of rupees more to China for the invest- 
ment for the last mentioned ships ; if that measure has been carried into 
execution, there wiU be much more than a sufficient stock to provide full load- 
ings for them, and even to have a large surplus remaining, but as we apprehend 
our China council have given you some account of theh situation, the forward- 
ing all or part of the last mentioned twunty four lacks must necessarily depend 
upon tlieir representation to you and our Presidency of Fort St. George, and 
w^e make no doubt of your carefully attendmg to that important branch of the 
Company's affairs, by proportioning the supplies according to circumstances. 

55. Though as before noticed w'e must suppose the China council informed 
you of the state of their stock, yet to prevent difficulties which may arise from 
any omission in that quarter, w'c now give them and the resident supra cargoes 
for the time being, the most positive orders, to take the earliest opportunities 
of infonning you from time to dine of what remittances may be necessary for 
their annual investments. 

56. That you may in some measure be enabled to form a judgment of the 
necessary supplies for the China investment, it may be proper to inform you, 
that for the bringing home through that channel, as large a proportion of the 
produce of our Bengal revenues as can be done, wn wish to have the cargoes 
of the China ships as valuable as possible, if raw and wrought silks can be 
procured sufficient for the purpose, in addition to the usual ladings of tea and 
China w^are, and that a surplus stock be left in the hands of the resident supra 
cargoes to the amount of two hundred thousand pounds after the annual dis- 
patch of the ships of the season ; w^e must further observe, that our exports 
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from hence for that market do and will in future consist of woollen o’oods and 
lead only, until we give you notice to the contiarv. 

57. With respect to saltpetre the directions we gave last season in our 
letter of the 13th December, are to be observed the ensuing; season, it beins 
our meaning that no more be sent us than two thousand tons in the whole 
from all our Presidencies together. You will therefore take the necessary 
measures accordingly. 

58. We cannot help expressing our uneasiness at the yearly increase of 
the number of subordinates under the direction of junior servants ; we are 
sensible of the necessity there is for exerting a degree of influence in the provid- 
ing the investment to prevent our rivals in trade from buying from the w'eavers 
at the close of the season, the cloths, for which our money was advanced early 
in the year ; but w’hen we reflect on the many instances of extortion and 
oppression practised by Mr. Gray and others of our servants over the natives, 
and the numberless instances w’herein Europeans wEen at a distance from the 
Presidency, have taken upon them the character of magistrates, have oveiaw'ed 
the civil administration, and oppressed the country around them, and through 
the abject state of the oppressed natives, their malversations escape unheard 
of, unless theh owm quarrels or the vigilance of an uncorrupt administration 
bring them to light ; we become extremely averse to the trusting our servants 
from under the eye of the Presidency ; you are therefore to consider the spirit 
of this our intention, relative to the new established subordinates, as far as it 
may be proper to carry it into execution without detriment to our investment ; 
and w’e further recommend it to your consideration, w^hether, and in wiiat degree 
it may be eligible to revive the former custom of providing the investment by 
dadney merchants. 


Fourthly concerning the country government and European powers 

and the trade of India 


59. We approve your spirited remonstrances to the Dutch General and 
Council at Batavia, on the occasion of the seizure of the ophiuni from the 

snows Cornish and Neptiuie at Mallacca ; vou may be 
assured we never shall acquiesce in the pretensions the 
Dutch form to an exclusive trade to the eastw^ard, and in 
order to obtain a suitable redress, w'e shall depend upon vour 
taking such measures, as are consistent with justice, the law^ of nations and the 
treaties subsisting between our respective sovereigns. 


General Lre. 
from 20th Janv. 
1766 Pa. 2S. 


Fifthly of fortifications^ buildings and revenues 

60. We hope the barracks you are determined to build, will tend to the 
preservation of the men, and to promote discipline by keeping them more under 
the eye of the officers, though w^e have doubts as to the building of barracks 
in so populous a city as Patna, wffiere w^e think the men will be more exposed 
to diseases, and disputes betw^een them and the natives wiiich mav have bad 
consequences, and it seems to us that if the barracks w^ere situated at a proper 
distance from Patna, all such inconveniences may in a great measure be 
avoided. 


Vol. W— 14 
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61. All', Martin’s letter of the 29th January last and the view of the New 
Fort which accompanied it, give us great reason to be alarmed at the dangerous 
situation of the works, both from the encroachments of the River, and from 
the ruinous condition they appear to he in. It is a very mortifying circum- 
stance to us, to find, that after the vast sums expended in this great work, it 
should now appear that the want of judgment in those who were immediately 
charged with the direction and construction should put us to so great an expence 
as must attend the making an entire new exterior revetement. We flattered our- 
selves that the description Air, Alartin gave us in his letter of the 26th November 
1764 of the condition of the works, and the apprehensions he then expressed, 
were the judgment formed upon a first view, and might be exaggerated ; for 
we could hardly believe it possible, that with the least experience, such gross 
errors in the construction could have been committed, as now too evidently 
appear ; but Air. Alartin’s letter and perspective view now before us, are confirma- 
tions too strong to admit of further doubt, and it is become highly necessary, 
that some remedy should be applied. We must for that purpose, in a great 
measure depend on the ability and integrity of Air. Alartin to whose department 
it particularly belongs ; nevertheless as Air. Call, our Chief Engineer on the 
coast of Choromandel has acquired great experience in constructing the fortifi- 
cations there, we are well pleased to find you had wrote to our Presidency at 
Fort St. George, that he might proceed to Calcutta to assist with his advices 
and if agreeable thereto, he has been or shall arrive at vour Presidency. We 
hope that he and Mr. Martin, deliberating together, may concert some effectual 
plan for remedying the past errors, and proceeding in the future works, with 
as little expence as possible. Yo'_ on the spot must be better able to judge of 
the propriety of what they may propose than we, who can only be furnished 
with descripxions ; however, in all events confiding in your care and attention, 
our directions are only general, that those works which are most essential to 
render the fortifications defensible, be done first. That such works as are 
necessary to the security of the place and (by what cause soever) are become 
incapable of substantial repairs be rebuilt. That such expedients upon mature 
deliberation, as shah be judged most effectual to prevent the dangerous en- 
croachments of the River be carried into execution and that until the body of 
the place, the magazines, lodgments, barracks and other buildings immediately 
necessary be compleated, no new^ w^orks arc to be undertaken or begun without 
a real necessitv. 

62. Air. Campbell’s remarks on the inconveniencies which would arise on 
the fixing the sicca on a permanent footmg do not carry any other conviction, 
than that of a temporary inconvenience, from the distress it would bring on 
the shroffs and others, who live by the exchange on siccas. We are not convin- 
ced it would occasion more frauds in debasing or false coining of ruppes, and 
we therefore recommend it to you to take the subject once more under your 
consideration. 

Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

63. Air. Richard Becher and Air, James Alexander now proceed in the 
Hector to their stations agreeable to our appointment as advised in our letter 
to you of the 17th Alay last. 
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64. We have this season appointed the following persons to be wiitein ai 
your Presidency, who are to rank upon the list of covenant servants in the 
order they are here named vizt.j John Purling, John Brisco, John Mosden Hatch, 
Christopher Keating, John Shakespear, Edward Parry, Robert Jacomb, x^ldam 
Dawson, Matthew Davie, Joseph Sherburn, William Holland, Nathaniel Price, 
David Anderson, John Dick, and Wdlliam Cotes. 

65. We have also appointed Mr. Roger x-\nthoiiv Duiiibleton to be a 
writer upon your establishment on his attaining to the age of sixteen years, 
which as appears from the registers, formerly transmitted us from your 
Presidency where he was born, will be on or about the 16th Alarch 1768. 

66. We gave very particular directions in our letter of the ISth December 
1765, for keeping all our covenant servants closely employed in their several 
departments ; for taking proper measures with such of them as prove negligent 
or refractory, and for discharging from our service all monthly writers. We 
now confirm those orders, and require your strictest compliance therewith, as 
we are satisfied, that with the great number of servants already at your Presi- 
dency, and the ample supply now sent, the business in every branch may be 
performed with great ease and leave no pretence for continuing any monthly 
waiters in our employ. 

67. We have received the remonstrance of our servants on the Select 
Committee's sending to Fort Sr. Georee to be assisted with the four gentlemen 
from that Presidency, and although the remonstrance in itself is decent, yet 
the behaviour of our servants on the occasion, has been so extraordinary, that 
if passed unnoticed, there would be an end of all order and subordination, 
and consequentlv the Company's affairs fall into the utmost confusion. We 
do not wonder that some few of those who had served us with zeal and fidelity, 
thought themselves aggrieved by a measure, wKich reflected on the whole 
body of our covenanted servants ; but w^e fear verv few were in that situation, 
and even those few', lose the merit of that plea, by having joined with some, 
who have been conspicuous for their misconduct and with unexperienced 
young men, to flv in the face of Government. Mr. hlajciidie’s refusal to reply 
to the questions put to him, respecting the general agreement to refuse the 
President's invitations, to treat with disrespect the members of the Committee 
who concurred in this necessary measure, and with contempt and indignity 
the gentlemen called from Madrass, sufficiently prove the existence of such 
a combination, and the Committee did w^eli to suspend Air. Majeiidie- the 
service. 

68. We look on it, as the most w^anton insolence and the highest insult 
to our authority in the voting servants to have presumed to treat with dis- 
respect the noble Lord who stands so high in our esteem, and a Committee 
distinguished by such marks of our confidence. And w'e do therefore order 
and direct you to summon the wffiole of those servants residing in Calcutta, 
who W'Cre guilty of the said misbehaviour before vou, and order them to make 
the most satisfactory concessions to the President and to the Select Committee : 
and the servants of the subordinates to do the same by letter : in case of dis- 
obedience either to the letter or spirit of this order, whether bv an absolute 
refusal or by the manner of doing it, w'e leave it to you to dismiss the most 
refractorv" among them, and to send them to Europe. 
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69. These concessions arc a jusiice due to the President and to the 
p-entlemen to whom thev are made ; but it must be a lone course of decent 

o - ^ 

deportment, diligence and fidelity, that can restore these young servants to 
our good opinion ; let them know that until they have learned to obey, they 
are not fit to be trusted with power ; and that unless wc have some very con’ 
vincing proof of then good behaviour, they shall be kept back in the service, 
and never suffered to rise until they are worthy. 

70. We hereby direct that upon receipt of this letter, Mr. Hugh Watts 
be dismissed from the Company’s service and sent to England by one of the 
first conveyances that offer, for reasons given in our letter to the Select 
Committee of this date, unless you may judge it necessary to indulge him with 
liberty to continue in Bengal : to settle his private affairs, not exceeding melve 
months, and that only on condition he behaves to your satisfaction. 

71. We have filed a bill against hlr. John Johnstone in the Court of 
Chancery, to make him account to the Company, for the money he received 
from the present Nabob on his succeeding to the siihahship on the decease of 
his father, Mir Jaffier, contrary to and in breach of the most express orders 
of the Company, and we intend to proceed in the same manner against all 
the other servants of the Company, who have been confederates with him or 
are concerned in the like offence.^ We shall not stop here, the instances in 
Mr. Johnstone and others applying part of the revenues of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor and Jellasore during their residence at those places to their own 
private emolument, to the great prejudice of the Company, do not escape our 
notice ; for these and all other frauds, we shall use all legal endeavours to 
bring the offenders to justice, and we hope by these means we shall put an 
entire stop to that venality and corruption which has been of late so prevalent 
in almost every rank of our servants. 

72. We shall expect and accordingly direct that you furnish us with all 
the evidence, and in the most authentick manner you can, not only with respect 
to the wrong the Company has sustained as beforementioned in their revenues, 
but also to every other fraud that comes, or shall come to your knowledge. 

73. The Company’s great acquisitions in Bengal and the immense 
fortunes acquired with such rapidity by their servants and others are objects 
of so striking a nature that they could not fail of attracting general observation, 
and accordingly we have some time since been apprized by His Majesty’s 
ministers that the consideration of East India affairs would in all likelihood 
come before Parliament ; we are preparing the necessary informations, that 
we may be ready to give the best satisfaction w^e can, with respect to the situa’ 
tion of the Company’s affairs, but what such enquudes may be, and the issue 
of them, cannot possibly be foreseen by us, we can therefore at present only 
make this remark, that it is incumbent on every member of the Company and 
every servant belonging to them, to evince, that fideUty and attention to the 
true interest of the Company will be the governing motives of their conduct. 

74. In our letter to the Select Committee under date of the 17th May last, 
paragraph 39, w’e gave them to understand that you might expect to receive 
by this conveyance our directions with respect to a plan for the encouragement 
of our servants ; for many weighty reasons, w^e are under the necessity of 
deferring the same to a following dispatch of this season ; among others the 
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preparation for the Pariiamentarv enquirv into the Company's affairs as 
mentioned in paragraph 73 of this letter too much engrosses our time and 
attention to enter into the discussion of a subject which requires the matures! 
consideration. In the mean time we shall depend upon your having upon 
the receipt of the said letter fullv and effectuallv complied with the orders 
therein contained with respect to the inland trade in salt &ca. 

75. In the several ships packets vou will as usual receive lists of the 
several persons whom we have licensed to proceed to and remain in the East 
Indies as free merchants in the seafaring; wav or otherwavs simed bv our 
Secretarv. 

76. The like is done with respect to such persons as we permit to take 
passage to India in the quality of surgeons and who are to be provided for in 
the Company’s service, if f >imd deserving, at anv of our settlements, after those 
who have been already recommended, if any such tliere are. 

77. Having taken into our consideration the number of military recruits 
necessary to be sent to the several Presidencies this season, we have come to 
a resolution, that two thousand be raised and sent out this season, non 
commission officers, artillery men and cadets included z'izt.y nineteen hundred 
to the three Presidencies and one hundred to St. Helena and Fort Marlborough. 

78. The lists in the several ships packets will inform you what part of 
the said recruits are intended for your Presidency, and who are upon their 
arrival to be incorporated in the several corps where they are most wanted. 

79. We have always laid it down as an invariable rule, that oui several 
Presidencies are to consider the affairs at each as a common concern, and are 
accordine;lv to mutuallv assist each other, whenever the exigency thereof 
requires it ; if therefore, the recruits intended for Bengal are more immediately 
wanted at Fort St. George, they haye liberty to detain them during such 
exigency ; on the other hand, if you should be in want of any further assistance, 
in addition to the recruits designed for vour Presidency, the President and 
Council at Fort St. George have our directions for supplying you accordingly. 
The like orders are sent to Bomba\v 

80. And here it is necessary to inform you that we do not send either 
to your or any other of our Presidency any commission officers this season. 

81. List of persons nominated for cadets in our troops under your 
Presidency we send enclosed, and direct their promotion in the order they 
stand therein, with this exception, that such of them as have borne His 
Majesty’s commissions are to have the preference, and to rank at the head of 
the said list, according to the dates of those commissions: hut as we have 
not been able to come at the said dates, we must leave this point to be adjusted 
by you on their producing those commissions, or authenticated copies thereof 
to you. They are not however to supersede any of the cadets sent out last 
season, and have been accordingly acquainted by us. 

82. The Sth paragraph of our letter of the 26th March last, conveyed to 
you our directions for returning to us very particular lists properly authenti- 
cated of the cadets unprovided for, or preferred in Bengal, also for preventing 
the employ and undue preference of free merchants and others in the military 
line, to the prejudice of the cadets appointed by us, whom we then especially 
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bat no register of them has been regularly kept 
no copy of such book has ever been sent to us, 


in a b'.'jok bv iiscif, at least 
,vrhch ought to have been done annuallv. And it should have been a standing 
rule t\:rh v./n never to have put the Companv's seal to any bond, but in the 
preserxe of tivo gentlemen of the Council after the money had been paid into 
your treasury. And the gentlemen present at fixing the seal should put the 
rvo iritiai letters of their name to the register in the said book, as is the 
practice at tins House and we accordingly now direct that the said method 
be observed bv voii, as a sianding; rule for the future- 


84. On your Consultation i2th August 1765 appears a demand of 
Bolackydass' for payment of two hundred and thirty thousand rupees lent 
the Company shortly after the breakins' out of the war with Mliir Cossim, and 
which sum you represent had been passed to the credit of hlhir Jaffier on 
appearance of its having been the property of Alhir Cossim, and agree, that 
the President shall apply to the A aib Siihah to obtain him recovery thereof ; 
but as we cannot trace any further steps in this affair, you are to inform us 
of the issue : or if no such application was made, you must assign your reasons 
for it, as it docs not appear to us you had sufficient grounds to believe the 
money to have been hlhir Cossim’s property. 


85. By the late indulgence to the commanders and officers of our ships, 
they had liberty to pay into our cash in India or China, all or any part of the 
produce of their outward bound adventure on the conditions therein men- 
tioned, for certificates on us ; the present circumstances of our affairs not 
aliOW ing so extensne a liberty, we have positively forbid the receipt of any 
money from them by our agents in China on this or on any other account 
whatsoever, and having limited their payment of cash at any of our Presi- 
dencies or settlements in the East Indies *to the sum of five thousand pounds 
during the whole course of the voyage on the terms specified in the accom- 
panying copy of the captains instructions, you are to see that this standing 
order is particularly complied with in Fort William and its subordinates, 
giiing the necessary advices to the other Presidencies of any payments that 
may be made by the captains and officers to you on this behalf for their 
government , and you are further to observe in drawing the certificates which 
may be given them, that we absolutely reserve it to the Court of Directors 
for the time being, to settle the times and terms for their payment, in such 
manner as shall be found most convenient, for w^e will not have such 
certificates wear the least appearance of the form of a bill of exchano-e. 


86. \\ € have great reason to apprehend that the remitting home the 
private fortunes of ^ our own servants and others may be attended with the 
disagreaoie alternative of either receiving more money 'into your treasury than 
von can have occasion for, and drawing upon us for 'the amount, or remitting 
e same through the hands of our European competitors in trade * the first 
method must always^ be productive of great distress, unless at the same time 
IV e receive such considerable investments as will effectively enable us besides 
carrying on the currency of the Company's affairs, to discharge such draughts ■ 
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the other method has been certainly attended with great prejudice to the 
Company by putting it in the power of the French and Dutch to bring home 
such valuable investments this season, which they could not otherwavs have 
done. 

87. And here we cannot avoid remarking, that the cargoes of the French 
and Dutch ships, seem to appear much more valuable than ours, owing to the 
larger proportion of fine goods than we have received, from which this natural 
conclusion may be drawn, that this measure was pursued to encrease the 
remittances through those channels, to as large an amount as possible for the 
benefit of individuals, though to the great disadvantage of the Company. 

88. Either wav of remittino^ home private fortunes to an unlimited 
amount, must as before observed be attended with great prejudice to the 
Company. We could wish therefore some other mode could be found out, 
but as we cannot think of any at present, we now inform you that the furnish- 
ing the agents of the European companies with money is so evidently detri- 
mental to this Company that there wants no further elucidation, and you are 
accordingly hereby directed to discourage and prevent the same to the utmost 
of your power. 

89. The said channels being thus to be entirely stopped, we will allow 
of remittances by draughts upon us, to as large an amount as is consistent 
with the Company’s interest and circumstances in England, as well as reason- 
able with respect to the remitters. You are therefore hereby directed, notwith- 
standing the regulations in our letter of the 1 7th May last by the Mercury, 
punctually to observe the following rules and orders, and not deviate from 
them on any pretence whatsoever. 

90. The amount of all the draughts upon us as well certificates as bills 
in any one season is not to exceed one fourth part of the invoice price of the 
cargoes of all the ships of the season consigned to us from your Presidency. 

91. The amount of the draughts upon us bv any one ship is not to exceed 
one fourth part of the inv oice price of such ship's cargo. 

92- The exchan 2 :e from vour Presidency is to continue as settled by 
our letter of the 17th of May at the rate of two shillings and three pence for 
a current rupee to our civil and military servants, and to all others (except as 
hereafter excepted), two shillings and one penny only for a current rupee. 

93. The indulgence in our said letter of the 17th hlay for drawing bills 
on us to the amount of twenty thousand pounds at ninety days sight for the 
purposes therein mentioned is hereby revoked. 

94. And no bills whatsoever must be made payable in a less space of 
time than three hundred and sixty five days after sight ; and they are to carry 
no interest, that indulgence being also hereby revoked. 

95. In granting certificates payable by the Company, care is to be taken 
that the sum of money only received into your treasury is mentioned therein : 
no rate of exchange or time of payment must be specified, as indulgences in 
those respects are to be left to out determination here.- 

96. In granting bills and certificates upon us for money received into 
your treasury, the preference is to be given to our ciAl and military servants, 
particularly our President Imrd Clive on account of his jaghire, for thy 
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97. Every person to whom it shall be agreed to give bills or certificates 
on us, must, before the same are signed by the Governour and Council, make 
an afridavit before a magistrate to be inserted on the back of such bill or 
certificate that the money paid into our treasury for them, is his own property, 
or the property of some other person whom he shall name, and the magistrate 
before whom the oath is made, shall sign his name at the foot thereof, in 
aticsiadon of that act : and the agents for the coral merchants are also to make 
oath, that the sums for which they are to be indulged with bills are the 
produce of such coral or other articles as have been carried out under our 
licence. 


9S. In order that voii may distinguish to whom bills of certificates are 
to be granted, we are to inform vou and accordingly direct, that the amount 
of what the commanders of the Europe ships pay in for their adventures, 
the amount of deceased person's estates, and of what shall be paid in on 
account of the estates of such of our civil and military servants as have been 
out of the ser\’ice a year from the time of their quitting it, on these several 
accounts, certificates only are to be granted : on all other accounts, the draughts 
are to be bv bills drawn upon us. 

99. We have given similar directions to our other Presidencies, and have 
settled the rate of exchange at Fort St. George for civil and military servants 
and other purposes as beforementioned at seven shillings and eight pence for 
a current pagoda, and to others at seven shillings and four pence per pagoda, 
and Bombay at two shillings and five pence per Bombay rupee for the first 
named classes, and to others at two shillings and three pence per rupee ; but 
we have limited the amount at the first named place to one quarter part of 
the invoice price of the whole consignments from thence ; and at Bombay 
the whole amount of bills and certificates upon us from thence with all its 
subordinates is not to exceed fifty thousand pounds in any one season. 

100. You were acquainted in our General Letter of the 17th May last bv 
the Mercury, that Admiral Cornish and Commodore Tinker had applied to 
us for our interposition for the discharge of the twelve lacks and an half 
of rupees promised by the late Nabob in his written grant to the officers and 
men of His Alajestv’' s na\w for their services to him, since confirmed by the 
present Nabob, we also acquainted you, we had not time to enter into a dis- 
cussion of that affair, before the dispatch of the Mercury; we are now to 
inform you, that the said claim being a matter of too great importance for 
us to decide upon, tve thought it necessary to lav the state thereof before a 
General Court of Proprietors on the 24th of September last when they came 
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to the following resolution — ‘"'That it be recommended to the Court of Diieciois 
to cause so much of the Donation to the Xavy as caPx be recovered, to be paid 
out of the Arrears of the Revenues due to me Xabob of Bengal, and for so 
much as thev shall fall short of the amount of the said Donation, the same 


paid out of the Company’s Dewannv at such reasonable times as shall be most 
convenient to their Affairs”. 


101 . In the letter from Amur Select Committee under date of the 3ist 
January last, we are informed when the collections of the year are closed 
iVIr. Sykes is directed to enquire strictly into the ballances due to the Govern- 
ment, and to use every possible endeavour to recover them, as they entertain 
the most flattering hope, that from these arrears will arise a fund sufficient to 
discharge all the publick demands on the late Nabob for which our honour 
mav stand anv way engaged. 

s w ^ O O 

102. In carrying the resolution of the General Court into execution, 
the first object, is to use your best endeavours to procure all or as large a 
proportion of the navv claim to be paid out of the said fund of arrears as 
considering all circumstances can consistently be done — and the next, agree- 
able to the said resolution, must be, to discharge the remainder out of the 
receipts of the dezi'anny ; we need not tell vou that by the last measure the 
Company will be absolutely so much out of pocket, therefore it will require 
your attention to recover as before observed as much out of the arrears as 
possible. 

103. The whole money so to be recovered for the na^w officers and men 
is to be paid into the hands of their agents in Bengal on their giving proper 
discharges for the same. 


Supplement 

104. As it is our intention and orders, that no other ship or ships shall 
be detained in India a season extraordinary than the annual China and Tvlocha 
ships from Bombay, you are therefore punctually to observe the same. II 
consistently therewith, it may be necessarA" to send any ship a country voyage, 
in such case, we recommend the Hector for that seiwice, proA’ided such A'oyage 
will be advantageous to the Company, and as before observed, she can be 
returned to us from one or other of our settlements the same season she arrXes 
in India - 

105. We remark with great surprize; the extraordinary allowances in 
Consultation of the 3rd July 1765 to be settled upon the Second in Council, 
and to every second who ma\^ hereafter be appointed to succeed to the Govern- 
ment, of fifteen thousand rupees per annum, and to the Import Warehourse- 
keeper, a salary of four thousand rupees, represented to have been formerly 
annexed to that post ; though we can find no precedent for it, our approbation 
is not once desired to it, neither is there any mention of it in Amur letters. We 
direct them to be both abolished, and shall take the subject further into our 
consideration, by our next advices. 

106. HaAing by our letter to vou of the 17ih hlav' last appointed 
Messrs. Claud Russell and William Aldersey of Council, Mr. Robert Maddison, 
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io9. We are come to a resolution to receive money into our treasury 
here of such persons who warn to make remittances to their friends in the 
hast Indies, and to grant biils of exchange for the amount upon our respec- 
ts e Presidencies : which bills will under our direction be signed from time to 
time by our Secretary, and are to he as punctually honoured as if signed by 
< >iirsel\ es. 

Ibl We are now to advise you that we have accordingly drawm 
upon you by mis ship the following set of bills of exchange at the 
rate of two shillings and one penny for the current rupee and at thirty days 
sight t’icf.. 


One sen for current rupees two thousand 
eight hundred and eighty, payable to 
Mr. Cnarles Bo ugh ton in full for pounds 
sieiiiiig three hundred, received of hirs. 
Mary Boughton dated the 20th November 
1766. 


CRs. 


2880 


£ Sterg. 


300 


ill. In stating accounts with the owners of ship K^eut, we observe, that 
a large quaniity^of woollen goods were damaged and returned by you to 
Captain IVIiilcs, wno disposed of them as usual. By which means a large sum 
of the Conipany s money remained in his hands without any premium. To 
prevent this in future, we would have you pursue the method practised at 
Bombay where the Import Warehouse-keeper doth summon a committee of 
black merchants to survey the damage, who in his presence and the presence 
ot the commander of the ship settle the number of yards proper to be charged 
on each piece : which survey being put into writing, is signed by aU the said 
persons, and being annexed to the Warehouse-Keeper’s report of the damaee 
Md short delivery is laid before the Governour and Council : afterwards the 
Accountant ot the settlement states an account of all the goods damaged and 
short delivered by the ship charging them at the invoice price with the advance 
Jereon according to charterparty, copies of which being signed by him and 
the commander of the ship are transmitted to us to be charged to the owners 
account Here. To prevent mistakes, we have sent in this packet No. 23 a copy 
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of one of these reports, and of the account, which states the damage and short 
delivery as a form to be observed bv vour Accountant in future. 

* r »*’ 


London, 

21 November 1766, 
[Per Hector] 


We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Geo. Dudley. 'Thos. Rous 'Rob. Jones-' 
Cha. Curts ‘Fredk. Pig-ou ‘Henv. Savas;e ' 
J. Purling / John Harrison / Christr. 

Baron / Thos. Saunders / Tos. DuPre / 

i‘ i ^ 1 

J. Creswicke/E. H. Cruttenden/ George 
Cuming / John Roberts J, Pardoe / 
Peter Ducane Junr. / Luke Scrafton > 
Charles Chambers / F. W. Barrington 
Edwd. Wheler Ceorg-e Wombwell. 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1766 

Approve of Sykes’s settlement of revenues and the account produced — pay- 
ment of qistbandi by landholders — ^jagirs in Bihar — Sykes to continue as Resi- 
dent of Durbar — drain of treasure fro?n Bengal — inconvenience caused by large 
sums of 7no}iev remitted to Europe through foreigners — proposal for farming of 
Calcutta lands — disapprove letting of lands in perpetuity by private contract — 
residency charges in Burdvcaiij a stigma on adyninistration — corruption ajiiong 
Company’ s servants in carrying on inland trade — apprehensive of corrupt junior 
officers’ being entrusted v:{th responsible tasks — resentment of Bengal servants 
at the appomtment of four Councillors from Madras — extension of poirers 
of Select Committee to correct abuses — conduct of Messrs, Leycester and Gray 
— Company not to give military protection to Shah Alam. 

Our President and Select Committee at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. In our General Letter to the President and Council bearing even date 
with this, we have acknowledged the receipt of the several letters received 
since the departure of the Mercury from hence, among tvhich is that from 
you of the 30th January last received in duplicate by the ships Greyiville and 
Xcud upon w’hicli and the proceedings accompanying them, we shall now give 
you our thoughts and directions. 

2. But w^e must here premise, that although we address this to you as 
our Select Committee, the orders, directions and instructions herein contained 
are to be duly attended to, observed and obeyed by our President and Council 
as effectually to all intents and purposes as if they tvere inserted in the General 
Letter to them ; this, how^ever, is not at all to lessen or abate in any respect the 
powers with wLich we have invested you as our Select Committee. 
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5, The account of me revenues seems to include the land only, and we do 
not finci one heacl of customs in the whole accounts, W e desire, therefore, to 
have it explained to us under what form they are included, for we conceived 
hev* were farmed and should have expected to have found the farms had 
_ ,„l_ed a head in the revenues. An examination into this seems the more 
necessarv from the frauds committed bv the Patchoulhah at Muxadavad, and 
from Chitiabrov’s having omitted to account as King's DewarP for some 
revenues aPxd customs received at Patna, as appears by Mr. Sykes letter entered 
after voiir proceedings of the 5th Kovember 1/65. 


ji-*. >1 


6. We apprehend everv man holding land in this account of the revenues, 
siioulates the periods at which he will pay the rents which you call his 
kistJmndec^ ^or monihlv pavmenii : although it would be an endless work 
to send us a conv of each man's kisihiindee everv vear, vet we presume our 
Resident at the Durbar inspects it and has formed from the total of each 
man's monihlv pavment, the aggregate sum that ought to be paid each month 
into the treasury. This account we desire mav be sent that in case of 
deftciendes in pavment. we may distinguish in what month such deficiencies 
arose and to whom to impute the neglect. We must caution you to be very 
careful not to change the names of the districts which are farmed out. If 
ihev always appear under the same head, tve shall more easily distinguish 
the increase or decrease of each vear ; and as everv landholder's account must 
be made out at the poonak ('the day of settling the yearly account), we expect 
that YOU srnd us each man's account together with the sum he agrees to pay 
for the ensiling vear, distinguished into former balances and rents of the 
current year, the whole for the province of Bengal would not he more than 
3ix} heads, composed of the sum total of the debit of the former year ; of the 
year then closed, the credit or total of the sum paid in the year and the balance 
carried to the next vear with the new rent fixed for the new^ year. The same 
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iiietiiod might be pursued in the province of Eehar and Purrminia. This 
recommend to be carried into execution if practicable, at least we shall expect 
very satisfactory reasons why it cannot. 


7. We are very much pleased with the reduction of the expences of the 
province of Bahar, we hope the same will take place in the Purrunnia province : 
and that we shall by your care and attention find the provincial military 
expences regulated in such a manner, that as on the one hand, we would 
not have the provinces labor under any oppressive difficulties ; on the other 
there may not be such country force kept up as may be attended with any 
danger, or ill-consequences to the Company. 


8. Although the jaghire lands form a very considerable deduction of our 

revenues in Bahar, yet w'e w'otild not have those resumed, which may have 

« 0 

been allotted for the support or dignity of the great families, or faithful 
servants of the hloguls, or former Siibars [sic] : at the same time you are not to 
admit any new jaghire s either from the Mogul or the Nabob without our 
express permission and here w^e must give you a caution to guard against 
favoritism. The instability of eastern governments has commonly been 
owinor to the treachery of their military commanders or the trustins; too much 
power into one man’s hand. The reduction of the country force and out 
system of military discipline exempts us from the former, but we may be 
exposed to the latter : and therefore w'e caution you against any partiality 
in favor of particular officers, a caution that occurs to us from what we wrote 
to you in our General Letter of the 19th February last paragraph 25 respecting 
Mahmud Reza Cawn, who appeared to us to have been deficient in accounting 
for the revenues of the Dacca province, and now it appears to us that Chitabroy 
has presumed on the favor shewn him in his conduct as mentioned in the 
5th paragraph of this letter. 


9. We have been very full in our sentiments on the office of the Resident 
at the Durbar in our letters of the 24th December 1765 and 17th May 1766. 
We are very glad to see that important charge so ably conducted and we direct 
that Mr. Svkes continue in that office as lons^ as his conduct merits your 
approbation. We observe that Ivir. Sykes has also charged the factory at 
Cossimbuzar. We apprehend the attention to so large an investment as is 
made at that factory will take him off from the more important objects of 
his office of Resident at the Durbar ; if you find our conjecture well grounded 

recommend it to you, to appoint one of the other members of the Council 
to that chief ship that the Resident at the Durbar may apply himself solely 
to the superintendancy of the revenues. 

10. We are equally sensible with you of tlie inconveniencies apprehended 
from the annual export of treasure: though w'e think the danger yet distant 
wffien w^e reflect on the great sums that used to be sent annually to Delhi, 
not less than a crore of rupees besides the rents of jaghires held by the great 
men at court and presents from the Sonbah and crown officers also the great 
hoards of money that used to be secretly laid up, and often buried and lost 
through fear of the rapacity of the government (for wffiicli w'e pursuade our- 
selves they will have no cause under our administration), but more than all 
the great drain from the Bengal provinces by the number of foreign troops 
wffiich used to be hired from distant parts and carried aw^av annually large 
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Mil? Vihicli they received for rheir pay. We hope these drains of 
treasure being stopped will be more man equivalent to the loss the pro- 
vinces sustain front me want oi our usual supplv of bullion or the decrease of 
foicinn trade. 

11. W'c hope the method we point out in our General Letter of this date 
fur receiving inonev into our treasurv will in some measure take off the laree 


>ams tvhich are wanted to be at present remitted home and prevent their 
going into the hands of the foreign companies, who then must send their 
usual annual supply of bullion for the purchase of their investments ; and 
those, touether with the balance of trade in favor of Beneal with all foreien 
ail the neighbouring provinces (though perhaps not so great as 
e hope keep the danger of a defficienev of specie vet at a 
dI^ lance and give us time to form measures to provide against so great an 


parts an 

a ail ■ 

fornierlv 

1, will 

dh lance 

and g 

evil. 
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From 


VOX 

of which appears to be English property, and much of it belonging to the 
estates of deceased persons, we suppose considerable sums are ready to be 
remitted to Europe and very great inconveniences are likely to result from 
it every way. Although there is no part of vour conduct that gives us more 
satisfaction than your having limited the remittances to so small a sum by the 
ships Grenville and K.enij in which you have slicvvn a proper regard to the 
Company s interest, who could not possibly have answered draughts if they 
had been much furtlier extended. On the other hand great inconveniences 
hate resulted from the large sums paid into the hands of foreigners by which 
they have enlarged their investments, rivalled us in the markets in" Europe 
and have been enabled to make an early provision for the followino' year. 
Considering the detriment the Company may suffer in their trade by this 
iiOv\ of money into foreign hands, who would otherwise be obliged to import 
treasure into the pro\ ince, we are come to a resolution to allow money to be 
paid into the Company's cash for draughts upon us to as large an amount 
as we xliink^ieasonaWe with respect to the remitters and consistent with the 
Company's interest, for the particulars of which we refer you to our before- 
mentioned General Letter. 

13. W e very much approve of the several regulations you have made 
for the^ reduction of our enormous military expence's and we make no doubt 

they wiii before this reaches your hands have been effectually carried into 

execution. 

14. We are well pleased to rem jk vour attention to our orders in calUng 
d-jwn the free merchants : their proper employment is in the sea service as 
capmms and supra cargoes in the country trade or settled as merchants 
at Calcutta and if hereafter we find any infringement of our orders in 
ims respect, we shall assuredly send for them home and testify our dis- 
pleasure at those who have protected them or permitted them to Vo un the 
country, gi e are determined to have as few Europeans as poskble^ dis- 
persed _ about the country. You are to keep to the spirit rf this our 
resomtion as much as possible for we have the strongest sense of the 

injuries the natives have suffered from having Englishmen exercisino- an 

authority over them. o & c u 



15. Your proceedings in the affair of the Calcutta lands- are far ironi 
being clear or satisfactory: in Consultation 28 October, the propcsais for 

farming the land for three vears are hrsi made and the 

p. 12 Select Com. further consideration thereof appears to be postponed tc 
Lre. jil Janv. . * t ^ ^ , 

your next meeting in consequence oi an upinion ottered 

bv Mr. Verelst that it would be more elmible to let them as laiooks ur 

perpetuities. The subject is accordingiv resumed at vour next Consultation 

on the 4th November and without anv explanation of vour motives it is 

resolved to let the lands to the persons and upon the terms proposed which 

proposal w^as for three years. Nevertheless it appears from the tenor of the 

petition delivered by those farmers to the Committee on the 3rd of December 

following, that the aumeelnanimaes, or deeds of possession were made perpetual 

for which there appears no authority on the face of your proceedings and 

Mr. Sumner remarks in Committee the 3rd December, that the oetition of 

L 

the present farmers to hold the lands for three vears was presented to the 
Council before their resolution in favor of taluckdarries was made known to 
the farmers : which seems to imply that such- a resolution had been taken 
although we do not find throughout the whole of this affair more than Mr. 
Verelst’s single opinion in favor of taluckdarries. 

16. The letting the lands even for three years bv private contract ivas 
against the spirit of our orders, but the letting them for a perpetuitv bv private 
contract was a measure we cannot account for. When we express our dis- 
approbation of proceeding by private contract, we do not by a public contract 
mean a public sale or auction, but a public notice fixing a dav on which 
proposals will be received: w^e therefore disapprove of your having proceeded 
by private contract, in an affair of such importance nor can wn be silent on 
the want of attention in the members of the Council w^ho pass the wTole of 
this important transaction in their above quoted short minute of the 4th 
November. Thus by the irregularity of vour proceeding bv private contract 
you give offence to many considerable people, who were desirous to have 
farmed the lands for a greater rent and by inattention you expose vour 
grants to be reversed in a few' days after they are made. 

17. Although w^e approve and have repeatedly recommended the letting 
the lands on long, leases after the value is nearlv ascertained, vet much 
stronger reasons must be given than have yet appeared before w’e approve the 
granting them in perpetuity. We desire you will make the great expences 
on these collections the object of your particular attention. 

18. Mr. Verelst stands very high in our opinion for his judgment and 
integrity in bringing to light the great and secret frauds committed in the 
Midnapore collections : wNen w'e reflect on this transaction and on the great 
sum charged under the head of residency in the Burdwaii province, with all 
the circumstances attending them, these alone will for ever stigmatize the 
administrations under wTich such transactions passed and declare them corrupt 
in every sense of the w'ord. 

19. We find in the Burdtvan accounts the Committee of Lands and the 
President and Council who passed them never required as it W'as theh duty 
to have done an explanation of the enormous sum passed under the head of 
charges residency so that successive governments and councils winked at this 
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abuse, and in the present case many members of the board had passed through 
the office of chief oi hlicinapore each treacling in the corrupt steps of his 
predecessor ; and bv Air. W atts letter entered on ^our pioceedings of the 
2Uiii Januarv, it appears that these things were no seciet to the Go\einor and 
Council, nor even to the public. We direct you to demand the sums of 'v\liich 
we have been thus shamefully defrauded from Air. AA atts and such of our 
servants as have been guilty of the like practice and that you send us ovei 
evcTV thing that can tend to a legal proof of such sums having been taken, it 
being our resolution to demand the same of such of our servants as have 
returned to England and to prosecute them foi the recov ery of the same if 
they refuse our just deniand. 

20. The argument you offer in extenuation of Mr. AVatts’ conduct of 

his having been corrupted by the example of his predecessors, cannot be 

admitted bv us and we therefore direct that Mr. Hugh AAffitts be immediately 

dismissed from the Company's service and be sent home by one of the first 

conveyances that offers. 

* • 

21. At the same time that we assure Mr. ATrelst of the high sense we 
entertain of liis upright conduct in the bringing to light these fraudulent 
practices in the province of Alidnapore and adding so greatly to our revenue, 
we would also have you assure Air. Graham that he suffers no imputation 
on this account and that we regard him as a valuble servant. 

22. Our letters for these two years past sufficiently testify how entirely 
we agree with you in your opinion of the corruption and licentiousness of our 
servants. The horrible abuses committed in the carrying on the inland trade, 
the vast sums extorted for restitution and for donations, the contempt 
and violation of our most positive orders, and lastly the glaring frauds known 
and connived at in the collection of the revenues at Burdwan and Midnapore 
amply justify your opinion that all ranks are tainted with it, and we readily 
conceive the difficulty you were under how to fill up the Council. Peace and 
tranquility could not be said to be firmly established while so factious and 
licentious a spirit prevailed and you therefore did w^ell to extend the cons- 
truction of those words to an act so essentially necessary as the calling down 
the four gentlemen from Aiadras. 

23. W^e are convinced the gentlemen who agreed in this measure were 
actuated by the w^armest zeal for our interest but hope no such necessity 
will ever occur again, we do not mean that it shall be established as a precedent 
for future times: reserving the regulation and appointment of our servants 
to ourselves. 

24. Although w'e are far from entertaining an opinion that the state of 
our service is such that there are none worthy of encouragement yet wffien 
we consider the bad examples under wffiich our junior servants have been 
trained, the baneful options they entertain of unlimited right of trade and 
pow’er over the natives, their wild ideas of independance, the riotous 
expensive manner in which w^e hear they live, 'We cannot but be anxious 
when we reflect on the important charges they are hereafter to be trusted 
with, AAT therefore do call upon you in the most solemn manner on the 
duty you ow^e to the Company to point out to us those of our servants as low 
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s rlic iHctors wjio tire vrcril .ly of promotion and that yon do this free froixi ah 
ni dally and according to the best cf vGur judgment. Wh saw the necessitv 


of this iTicas 


T T! 


SO Strongly at the time of our despatches to you per Mercury 
Oit we then directed hlestrs. Russell, Aldersly and Kelsall to proceed from 


St. Ge 

Jb lOvei"' 


oi GC fi-0 
o 


YGur Ficsidencv and now confirm the appo 


mtme] 


of 


:o t 


he station you have called him to and direct that he rank 




11 Mr. Keisall and Mr. Campbell and after these gentiemeii you w 


bi 

obterve the directions laid down in our last letter for fillmg up the vacancies 
in Council. 

25. We have received die remonstrance from our servants at vour 
Piesidencv on the occasion of calling down the gentlemen from Fort St. 
George. Had they confined themselves to that appeal to their masters in a 
case wherein they thought themselves injured, we should have thought it 
neither unbecoming nor inconsistent with the rules of our service, but 'when 
they presume to form combinations to insult Government, diey give the fullest 
confirmation of the propriety of the very measure they complain of for there 
cannot be a stronger proof of a general licentiousness than such a combination 
denotes. The retusal of Ah*. Alajendie to reply to the questions relative to 
the indignities intended to be offered the President to the Committee, and to 
die gentlemen then exiectcd from Fort St. George, clearlv indicates the truth 
of the charge. How far wo mav be influenced bv the favorable mention Lord 

w 0 

Clive makes of him in his letter to us will depend on his behaviour when he 
arrives. This subject is treated at large in the Public Letter, so we shall here 
only add, that we shall never think the great end of perniancy [sic] to our 
acquisitions, for vhicli v. c have vested you with such ample powers is 
obtaintd, till vou hare established that subordination among our servants 
so essentially necessary in all well regulated governments but more parti- 


cularly at a juncture when die example of disunion among yourselves, 
mav tend to denredate the dignity of our Government in the eves of the 
natives. 


25. And here wc cannot help expressing our concern that in such an 
Liincrtant affair as restoring order and cubordination among our servants, 


that there v.as a want cf unanimity. Wc vrere in expectation that Air. 
Sumner would have heartily seconded Lord Clive in his salutary endeavors 
for that purpose. Judge then of cur surprize in finding that gentleman’s 
opposition to die suspension of Mr. Alajendie and to the depriving those 


J 


UIIJ 


X>x 


servants of di:s.uhs vdio had so norcriouslv misbehaved. 


27. We do not wonder that gentlemen who in the high stations they 
have passed through have themselves set diose examples of licentiousness and 
corruption on which the measure cf calling down the gentlemen from Aladras 
was founded, should be ferward in teidfdng their disapprobation ; vet their 
joining in such a remonstrance (they who were not injured by it) sets the 
^^'cakr.ess of their judgment in a very strong light. Air. Pi[a]ydell is already 
dismissed our service for his corrupt conduct on the succession of the present 
Soiihch. 

23. With resotet to Air. Alarriot we find a charge against liim bv Air, 

• O O w 

Bolts in his letter from Benaris dated the 12di Au 2 :ust 1765 of his having held 

o o 

the office of mint master which he had obtained bv earnest soiicitation from 


Vol. IV— 15 
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liie Kiiie. and we see lie acknowied^es the fact in his letter to you the 1st 
October 1765 in whicli lie offers to refund the profits he had made on the 
Company's nioiiev coined in his mint. His accepting an office by which he 
becomes accountable to another power is so unconstitutional, repugnant 
to the nature of our service, and a violation of the orders on your Consul- 
tations of the IStli hlav 1762 and 5th of March 1763 and 4th January 1764 
that we cannot o^’erlook it. However as this affah was under your con- 
sideration. we shall defer our further censure until we receh^e the result of 
your enquiry. 


29. This is one among the many instances of the great deviation from all 
the established rules of our service. Another violation of all former customs 
attended with the most fatal consequences appears very frequently in the 
course of vour proceedings, we mean the correspondence carried on with the 
Government's officers indiscriminately by all ranks of our servants. We 
remark with pleasure the regulation you have established on this subject. 
We expect you to be very attentive to a strict compliance therewith and that 
you immediately suspend or dismiss any of our servants that break through 
them. 


30. W c recommend it to you to put the most extensive construction on 
the powers we have vested in you to correct all abuses. It is impossible for us 
to point out remedies for malversations that have been hitherto unheard of. 
The covenants guard against donations ; the 9th para of our letter to you of 
the i7th Tvlay last forbids the holding of farms ; the 48th paragraph 
of the General Letter of that date forbids the lending money to the natives 
at more than 12 per cent interest, and we now make it a standing 
order, that no servant of the Company nor Englishman residing under their 
protection shall hold any post, office, or employ under any country power 
whatever. 


31. We condemn in the strongest manner that spirit of cavilling and 
declamation which appears throughout Mr. Leycester’s minutes'^ : we disapprove 
the obstacles he raised to every proposal tending to a reformation in our 
service, and he who had experienced the lenity of the Committee in not 
suspending him for his conduct in the deputation, was one of the last wffio 
ought to have charged the President and General Carnac with a design to 
subvert the civil power by military force. We therefore very much approve 
your suspending him the service. 

o2. With respect to Ivir. Gray*" the spirit of faction and cavil which wt 

in IVIr. Leycester appears equally strong in him, and 
in both would have incurred from us the warmest reprehension ; for although 
we are well pleased to find a freedom of sentiment prevail in our Councils 
and the particular opinions of the memhers entered on points of importance 
such as indeed did occur in the course of your proceedings, we shall never fail 
to she’^; a pioper resentment of such dissents wherein the passions evidently 
appear to have the ascendant of reason and candour. In the case of Mr. 
Gray the charges of extortion brought against him are in themselves such as 
would have covered with shame and confusion any man who had not lost 
all sense of honour and principle ; his resignadon put it out of your 
power to pass that censure on his conduct which it deserved, and we are 
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sorry that he could not be imnrediatelv compelled 
such sums at least as arc proved to have come to liis 
means. 


to make restitution of 
hands bv sucit unjust 


n -2 
JJ. 


We are verv elad to find vou continue on friendlv 


terms with Suja 


-on: 


• (>-h ^ 


Dc)tvla, and we flatter oursehcs the regard vou shew in relaxing 
letter of the treaty with him respecting the time stipulated for the payment 
of the moiiev due to us will have a good effect ; we wish vou to inculcate 
in Suja Dowla the idea that we have no views of extending our possessions, 
no interest that can clash with his, and that fidelity in our mutual ene:ae:ement 
must give strength to both and be productive of mutual harmony between the 
Company and him. 


34. We cannot but be anxious for the continuance of Colonel Smith's 
brigade at Illahabad. We hope vou recalled that detachment before the rains 
set in ; we cannot admit their being kept there as a protection to the King’s 
person. Our engagements extend no further than the payment of the sums 
stipulated bv the treaty; his revenues must furnish him with the means of 
defending himself, and we highly approve you[r] discouraging his attempts on 
Delhi and we positively direct that vou do not on any pretence whatsoever 
support him in such a measure. 

35. We should be glad to hear your negotiations with the hlharattas 
succeed. In our letter of the 24th December 1765, we directed vou to give us 
the best plan you could of the Bengal frontier on the Orissa side, we hope to 
receive it by the next years ships. 

36. We have the pleasure to assure vou we higliiv approve your conduct 
in general and 'ive most earnestly recommend it to vou to persevere in the same 
zealous attention to our interest. 


37. If the presence of any of the members of the Select Committee can 
at any time be dispensed with, we have no objection to their being employed 
in the chiefships of such subordinate factories as their rank may entitle them 
to, provided it shall appear to you compatible with the Company's interest, and 
that there shall at all times be three members on the spot. 


We are, 

Your loving friends. 

Geo. Dudley /' Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / 
Chas. Cutts/Fred. Pigou/Hen. Savage/ 
J. Purling /Jno. Harrison/'Christ. Baron/ 
Thos. Saunders / Jos. DuPre / J. Cres- 
wicke/E. H. Cruttenden/Geo. Cuming/ 
London, Jno* Roberts / J. Pardoe / Peter DuCane 

21 November 1766. Jr. /Luke Scrafton/Charles Chambers/ 

[Per Hector y Lord Holland F. W. Barrington / Edwd. Wdieler / Geo. 

and Latham] Wombwell. 
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State of Company's affairs to be discussed in Parliament — unjust 
oppressive conduct of the servants — Clive's intended tour of all provinces — 
for his further stay of one year in Bengal, 


and 
ho he 

4 . 


To the Eight Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron cf Flassey, Kaight cf 
the Most Noble Order of the Bath, President and Governor of Fort 
William in Bengal. 


My Lord, 

1. We have received your Lordship’s letter by the Grenville and Kent 
which confirm us in the favorable opinion we had entertained of the measures 
taken by your Lordship and the Select Committee for establishing our affairs 
in Bengal on an advantageous and permanent footing. 

2. We are thoroughly sensible how irksome it must be to struggle against 
the corruption and licentiousness of almost a whole settlement. We pursuade 
ourselves the powers vested in your Lordship jointly with the Select Committee 
by our letter per Mercury will have facilitated the task of reformation, and 
put into your Lordship’s power to establish such a system of economy and 
subordination as can neither be shaken bv the combination of many nor the 

m iH ^ ^ 

designs of any one man in our service. 

3. Our letters per Mercury and by die present dispatch will convince your 
Lordship that your zealous endeavours for the Company’s welfare will meet 
with the firmest support from us. 

4. We saw the necessity of appointing some of our senior servants from 
Fort St. George by our last despatch and we have novv confirmed the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Floyer to your establishment and hope with the assistance of 
those gentlemen your Lordship will be able to reduce every department in our 
service under proper regulations. 

5. We received notice in September last from His Majesty’s ministers 
that it was probable the state of the Company’s affairs would be called for in 
Parliament this session. ; when it is likely the unjust and oppressive conduct 
of our servants wall become the object of then* attention. We are proceeding 
in that duty we owq to the Company and to the national honour in calling 
those servants twho are come home to an account, who have been guilty of 
frauds, oppression and extortion. A bill is already filed in Chancery against 
IVIr. Johnstone and others are preparing as well for the sums taken from the 
young Nabob, as for the frauds committed in the collection of the revenues 
of Burdwan and Jellasore, and Midnapore. 

6. We hope these proceedings will awaken our servants to a sense of their 
duty and convince them that how much so ever the too frequent practice 
of such criminalities may have familiarized them to their minds, we hold 

them in abhorrence and shall constantly bring the actors in them to a public 
account. 
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7. We observe witb great pleasure vour Lordship’s mteiition of making 
the tour of the provinces : we pursuade ourselves it will very much tend to 
conciliate the minds of the people to our administration and will furnish 
your Lordship with that local knowledge and experience which is so necessary 
to understand the separate interest of each province, and to form a iudgment 
of the conduct of the administration at the capital. 

8. In our letters to your Lordship of the 2nd and i7th of hlay last we 
represented the great importance of vour Lordship's continuing in Bengal 
until the great affairs which required vour presence were settled upon a 
periiianeni footing ; we now repeat our request and pursuade ourselves of your 
Lordship’s cheerful concurrence. 


London, 

the 2 1 St November, 1765. 
[Per Hector, Lord Holland 
and Laihain] 


We are, 

Mv Lord, 

Your Lordship’s loving friends, 

J. Cresw'icke / E. H, Cruttenden / Geo. 
Cuming / Jno. Roberts / J. Paxdoe / 
Peter DuCane Jr. / Luke Scrafton / 
Charles Chambers / F. W. Barrington / 
Edwd. WTieler / Geo. Wombwell / Geo. 
Dudley / Thos. Rous / Rob. Jones / 
Chas. Cutts / Freak. Pigou / Heny. 
Savage / J. Purling / Christr. Baron / 
Jos. DuPre / Jno. Harrison / Thos. 

Saunders. 
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LETTER DATED 24 NOVEMBER 1766 

Mv Lord and Gentlemen. 

[1.] I have the pleasure cf acquainting you bv order of the gentlemen in 
the direction, with the safe arrival at Plymouth on the 21st instant of the ship 
Admiral Watson with vour advices of the 24th March last, Cantain Money 

« JL J 

having put into that port for the recovery of his sickness. 

[2.] Altlioiigh it appears from the Master i\ttendant’s letter that the 
Ponsborne was to be despatched die 10th of April, two days after the Admiral 
Watson, yet as the former had not reached St. Helena the 26th September when 
the latter sailed from thence with the Harcoiirt (not yet arrived), it is doubted 
wiiether that ship would gain her passage. 

[3.] The Admiral Watson and Harcourt left no ship at the St. Helena, but 
the Asm was early expected. 

I am very respectfully, 
hly lord and gentlemen, 

East India House, London, Your most obedient humble servant, 

the 24th November, 1765. R. J., Secy, 
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LElTER DATED 19 DECERIBER 1766 

Parliamentary enquiry into Company's affairs — appointment of a comiyiittee 
of the House of Commons for the purpose. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bcneal. 

o 


1. Our last General Letter dated the 21st November and letter to the 
Select Committee of the same date were transmitted bv the ship Hector which 
hamiig passed her destined port of St. Hellcns and afterwards received the 
packets and passengers off the Isle of Wight proceeded on her voyage the 1st 
instant, the Lord Holland and Latham carried other transcripts of those letters, 
and sailed on their voyages the 16 th instant from the Downes. 

2. This letter goes by the ships Calcutta, and Triton and Hoiighto7i, 
the transcripts by the two latter will be dispatched to you from Fort St. George. 
To die Calcutta's invoices and bills of lading you are referred for the 
consignments as well from hence as IMadeira. 


3, Undei the 21st November last vou were informed of our expectations 
of a parliamentary enquiry into the Company’s affairs ; the Hon’ble the House 
of Commons accordingly on the 25th of that month came to a resolution to 
appoint a committee of the whole House to enquire into the state and condition 
of the East India Company, and to resolve the House into a committee thereon 
the 9th instant, on which day it was ordered bv the House that there be laid 
before them copies of the letters patent granted to the Company the 14th 
January 1/58, copies of all treaties with and grants from any of the country 
powers from the year 1756 to the year 1766 both years inclusive, together with 
all letters or extracts of letters or correspondence between the East India 
Company and their officers or servants in India relative thereto ; also a state 
of the revenue in Bengal, Bahar and Orixa or elsew'here in India arcordincr 

to the best accounts before and since the grants of the deuminees. It was 

also ordered that there be laid before the House an account of all expences 
incurred by the Government on account of the East India Company for the 
above mentioned period, and it was resolved to address His Maiesty that there 
be kid before the House a copy of the petition of the East India Company 

m His Late Majesty m the year 1757 together with copies of the opinions of 

ILs Majesty s Advocate General, Attorney General and Soheitor General 
thereujpn ; the compliance with the last Ader and resolution, it is to be 
obsenTd, depends on the officers of the Croi^m. And it was further resolved 

4 ^ committee of the whole House on 

the .-md January next to enquire into the state and condition of the Company. 

4. The necessary preparations for paying the due obedience to the 
above mentioned orders on our paiu with the collection of the materials proper 

t)oint<rtbpt^^^ ^ support of the Company and on the many other important 
fh^ this juncture engage our time and attention that 

ecened m the course of last season, must be deferred until a future dispatch 
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resolctioD 


5. We are now to advise vou that in consequence of the 
mentioned in our General Letter of the 21st November last, we have drawn 
upon you hv the Calcutta, the following setts of bills of exchange at the rate 

at thiriv da vs 


of two shillings and one pennv for the current r 


cl U V. 


cIlxLi 


sight. 


j 


One sett for current rupees five thousand seven' 
hundred and sixty payable to hir. Thomas 
Sheeles in full for pounds sterling six y 
hundred received of Mrs. xLnn Elizabeth | 
Sheeles dated the 4th December 1766 I 
One sett for current rupees five thousand and"^; 
forty payable to William Holland or ; 
George Vansittart in full for pounds ster- y 
lino; hve hundred and twenty five received 
of Frances Fowlk dated 15th Deer. 1766 
One set for current rupees four thousand eight 
hundred payable to James Alexander 
Esqr. for the use of Matthew Davie in full 
for pounds sterling five hundred received f 
of the Revd. Mr. Joseph Davie dated 16th i 
December 1766 j 

One sett for current rupees nine hundred and'' 
sixty payable to Adam Dawson in full for > 
pounds sterling one hundred received of ^ 
Thomas Saunders Esqr. dated 18th Decem- 
ber 1766 

J 

One sett for current- rupees two thousand four1 
hundred payable to Richd. Becher Esqr. j 
in full for pounds sterling two hundred 'y 
and fifty received of Mr. James Norman | 
dated 19th December 1766 i 

J 

One sett for current rupees three thousand^ 
eight hundred and forty payable to Air. j 
Thomas Sheeles in full for pounds sterling 
four hundred received of Mrs. Ann i 


Sheeles dated 19th December 1766 


J 


CRs. 


5760 


-q 


600 


5040 




500 


960 


2400 


250 


3840 


400 


Rs. 22800 £ 2375 


London, 

19 December 1766. 
[Per Calcutta, Triton 
and Houghton] 


We are. 

Your loving friends. 

Geo. Dudley / Thos. Rous / Fredk. 
Pigou / J. Purling / Thos, Saunders / 
George Cuming / John Roberts / F. W. 
Barrinmon / Charles Chambers / Peter 
‘Ducane Junr. / Christr. Baron / E. H. 
Criittenden / Mhll. Barwell / J. Pardoe / 
John Harrison / Edwd. Wheler / Jos. 

DuPre. 
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LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1764 

Movement of ships — council for the collection of Burdzcan revenues — 
death of Alajors Adams and Knox — services of Capt. Archibald SMnton 
commended — repatriation of French prisoners — list of bills of exchange, 

T O the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon 'hie United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

L We addressed voii in a letter under the established heads dated the 

19th December 1763 bv the Osterlex which ship received her 
Cons. 16th Janry. (iigpatches at Ingelee the 3!st of same month. A duplicate 

of our said address now goes bv the Boscazven, 

2. We have since had the honor to receive vour commands of the 6th 

and 27th April 1763 bv the ship British King, which after 
Cons. 19th Janry. Port St. George her consignments for that Presi- 

dency, arrived safe here the 18th of January. 

3. ^Wen tve transmitted our last address, neither' the Lord Alansfield or 

Lord Bute had arrived from Bombay. Thev have, however, 
Cons. 5, 6 & 19th imported together with the Earl of Middlesex, which 

^ ' ' ship the gentlemen there thought proper to add in order to 

transport to us, a reinforcement of troops, which we had requested they might 
send to assist our affairs. 

4. In our last we advised v'our honors of the appointment intended for 
the several ships, we should have on hand ; and according to that disposition 

the Lord Clive has proceeded to Fort St. George and Fort 
Cons. 6th Feby. ;^Xarlbro’, the Deptford to Fort St. George to fill up for 

England, and the Boscazven is now under dispatch from hence. The saltpetre 
and bales for the Pi^ot are not vet arrived from the subordinates. As soon 

O -< 

as they do, we shall begin loading her cargo and endeavour all in our power 
to prevent her being late, 

5. After the arrival of the British King and Bombay ships, we took into 
consideration afresh the manner in which w^e had best employ them, seeing 
it wmuld not be in our power to dispatch them directly to Europe and it was 
accordinglv resolved as follows: 

O j 

6. That one ship, the Lord Alansfield , should be stationed to return to 
Bombay, agreeable to the desire of the gentlemen there, with 200 tons of salt- 
petre in order to enable them to dispatch their second ship to Europe. 

7. That the Bute should proceed to Fort St. George, with a supply of rice 
and part of the Bombay detachment, and from thence go to Batavia to bring 
us a cargo of arrack, timber and plank, of which wx are much in want for the 
Companyh use. Agreeable to this destination we expect she may return here 
bv the month of October, when we intend to dispatch her an early ship to 
vour honors, 

i 



s. 


-1 ^ 
aat tn; 


with dispaichcG for the 
back to For 


EsrI of Muldicscx sliouid proceed to the island of Mauritius 
French governneent in order to receive over and carry 
: Marlbro' the gentlenaen v.lio were taken as hostages and the 
Chine.^e families vho were made piaEoners of war at that settlement. That she 
shou’d a: same t'me take on boacd a farther supply o: stores for the AVest Coast 
and having performed this service, that she should return to Bombay to go 


o 

home freni thence the fust of next season. Knowing the great usefulness of 
the Chinese vamilics end nr the government of Fort hlarlbro’, we chose to take 
the first o DOortLin'tv of making this destination, and as we imagine the French 
wi:l not hesitate in giving them their release, wm hope it may prove of material 
service to that settlement and as it will easily be performed within the season, 
the shin loses no time bv it. 

X w 

9. The British Ki)zg, we at nrst intended to let at freight with a view to 
retain in our hands as much money as possible for the ensuing years’ invest- 
^ ^ ^ ^ rnents but no proposals offered for freighting her, and we 

.nu 6r therefore resolved to consign her to the supra cargoes 

at China with a loading of cotton and lead and twm lacks of 
rupees in ready money, as well to answ^er for providing her with a homeward 
bound cargo as to form a stock for any other casual ship they may have thrown 
on their hands without sufficient provision. 


C3 

Febv 


lo. Of these several destinations, we have given clue advice to the other 
Presidencies, and the ships’ dispatches shall accordingly be compleated without 
loss of time. 


11. The President having received advice from the Chief of Vizagapatam 
that about one hundred and fifty bales of the Madrass investment were lying 
^ r 1 , T- T place for want of a conveyance, w^e intend to dispatch 

tiiitner^ne Loote schooner to take them in and carry them 

to Madras, imagining they may be wanted there to compleat the caro-o of the 
Deptford. ' ^ i 


li. The i\^ancy ketch belonging to Fort Marlbro’ establishment still 

leinains on our hands for w’^ant of ophium, and we arc sorry 
Cons. 6th Febv. to observe to your honors that w^e do not think the conduct 

Oi the gentlemen at Patna has in this particular been free 
fi om blame ; for since the time of their re-establishing that factory, consider- 
able purchases of that article have been made by private merchants. We beg 
leaA e to refer you to a perusal of our letters for die orders sent them regarding 
the ophium and to their answers for the reasons they have not been able to 
comply with these orders. By our last letter wrote them, you will observe we 
have directed them to send dowm some immediately, and on the arrival of the 
first parcel, the fore-mentioned ketch shall be dispatched. 


- of the season rendering it unsafe for the large shins 

or His Majesty^s Squadron to continue longer in tliis River, and the Presidency 

Coas. Hth Febv. George having solicited Commodore Tinker's 

. assistance for the reduction of Madura^, he is now about 

leaving us to repair to the Coast for that purpose. He has, however, left here 
ti,. --kam. Cant. Affleck, for the defence of • the settlement in case of 

any fuither^^ custumance ; and has in every other resoect testified the most 
*.e.trty readiness to co-opcrate v/ith us for the benefit of your affairs. We 
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deserving 


e omit 
regard, 
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panv’s interests in India. 
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tensive for the management of 
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P ’m 


'C 


Stationed two more ecntlcmen there as conncil and eiven them be 


smes, a v. 


■T*: V. 

X L iL 


as ass-stant. 


footing 
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:o 
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on 
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jLx.^ ' 


We have recommended to them noon this 

j. 

the business in branches under their different 

if such a plan is carefully pursued that much beiieiit may accrue to the Co 
pany in detecting the frauds cf the blach scr rants and preventing the oppres- 
sion of the riots[rYOts] or tenants. 

15. We must again commend the diligence of Mr. Johnstone, which has 
always been exerted with the most unwearied anplicaiion and this ejood effect 
that he completed the payment of the Company’s share of the rents. Although 
considering the large ballances due from the farmers, we have still reason to 
believe that some of the lands at last sale were increased bevond their real 
value and produce. At the end of the present Bengal rear, we shall have an 
exact account of what the ballances are and endeavour them to settle the rents 
on a reasonable footing. 

16. We acquainted your honors in our last address that we were doing 
our utmost to engage as many men of the 84th Regiment as it was possible 

to remain in the country and that it was judged it "would be 
l6^Fd3r essential therefore to admit some of their officers into the 

Company's service. We have accordingly received five 
captains and five subalterns of that corps and have enlisted of non-commissioned 
officers and private men, three hundred and fiftv two agreeably to the certificate 
granted the commanding officer, of which a copy is transmitted a number in 
the packet. We have also received into our stores, the arms etc. of the regi- 
ment, and enclosed in the packet are copies of the receipts which tve have 
granted for them to the commanding officer. 

17. It is with the deepest regret we have here to mention to your honors 

the death of Major Adams,- who was carried off by a short illness immediately 

^ ^ , -r after his return to Calcutta. Althouffii the resolution he 

Cons. 16tli Tamw. , , . , . . ° , , 

' had come to or remrnmg to liis native country had put a 

period for this juncture to his services in behalf of the Company, yet his 

untimely and unexpected loss, was not less the subject of our grief and concern ; 

and in relating it we cannot help adding this small tribute of praise which 

w'e think due to his memory — that in his capacity as an officer, liis conduct 

and intrepidity rendered him fit for any stmion of command, and in his 

character as a gentleman, his virtues qualified him for all the duties of society. 

18. We are sorrv tve are obliged at the same time to advise you of the 
loss of a very brave and eood officer in M?bor Knox,'” who died at Patna the 

- O 

28tb cf last month : he had lorm* laboured under a bad state 

o 

of health, which however, there is the £:reatcst reason to 


Consn. 14 Febrv. 


believe was brought on by the constan 


t vigilance 


ind fatigue to which he 
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subjected himself in executing the duties of his station. He may therefore 
justly be said to have sacrificed his life in a service, to which he was always 
a credit, and by the members of which, as well civil as military, he is now 
universally lamented. 


19. By the death of Major xhdams the command of the 84th Regiment 
devolved on Major Richard Sherlock, who with seven officers and rhirtv men 
now embark for Europe on this ship the Boscaui'en. A particular list of their 
names is transmitted as usual a number in the packet. The remainder of 
the regiment who are cither unwilling to remain in the country or being worn 
out, are become unfit for service, will take passage on our next ship the Pigot. 


20. In the 72nd paragraph of our last address, we acquainted you of 
our having offered the commission vacant by the death of Major Irving to 

Capt. Charles Long, another officer of the King’s Regiment 
and having accordingly obtained Major Adams’s consent to 
his stay in the country, we appointed him a Major. But upon the death of 
Major Adams, he advised us that that event had made a sensible alteration 


Cons. 6th Feby 


in his affairs and requested our permission to resign bis commission, which 
was complied with. 


21. At the time we appointed Major Long, it was also agreed in consi- 
deration of the merit and good behaviour of Captain Champion during his 

Cons Pth Derhr Standing in the service, and particularly for the good 

Cons. l.th Decbr. the course of the 

late campaign, to promote him to a majority by brevet. From the death of 
Major Knox and resignation of Major Long, he now becomes the second 
Major on our establishment ; and as we esteem him a capable and deserving 

officer we beg leave to recommend him to your honors to be confirmed in 
that rank. 


22. In our Consultation of the 12th of December, you wall observe an 
application from Captain Jennings likewise for a commission as Major, 
wherein he aliedges, he received your promise before he left England, that he 
should lise to that rank. But as you had not intimated any such intention 
to us, and as we had never yet had a major of artillery upon this establish- 
ment, we did not choose to grant his request until we are informed of your 
further pleasure in this respect. 

23. Among the number of your officers who have distinguished themselves 
during the late w^ai, Captain Archibald Sw'dnton'^ has so frequently o'aincd 
our particular notice that we think it but justice to mention him to your 
honors as an officer of extraordinary merit. He commanded the troops on 
the expedition to fvleckley, and being ordered to return to Dacca when the 
troubles began, contributed greatly by his activity and bravery to the recovery 
of the factory and reduction of the city. From thence he made the greatest 
expedition to join the army and having reached them at Udanulla, recom- 
mended himself very particularly to the notice of Major Adams. At the siege 
of Mongheer^ he received a wound in the arm, but this did not prevent his 
procee ing with the army to Patna, wffiere he received another wound, which 
occasioned the loss of his right arm. Captain Swinton continues his services 
notwithstanding this misfortune, but it may possibly oblige him to retire from 
mihtary employment sooner than he w^ould otherwise have thought of. In 
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all circumstances we are persuaded that your honors sensible cf his zeal for 
your service, will show him marks of vour favor and reesxd. 

24. The great wnnt of capable and exoerienced men to assist in conduct- 


ing our engineering business has induced us to entertain Captain Lewis Du 


C . 9th F b belonging to the artillery establishment at Bombav 

30th Janry. ' * George Burghall in that branch. To the former 

we have granted a brevet commission as Captain intending 
to employ him at the New Fort under Captain Polier, the latter we have ap- 
pointed a Captain Lieutenant, and given him directions to proceed to Chittagong, 
to take charge of the works which are to be carried on there. 

25. W e have received from Chittagong IVIr. Plaisted^s survev and opinion 
in regard to building a fort and factory at that place, and having consulted 

„ T, •c’ engineer, IMr. Polier, we have directed a plan to be 

ons. t eby. according to his opinion, but we shall not begin 

this work until we are fully acquainted with the nature of the soil. With other 
necessary information and when begun, we shall proceed in it with the greatest 
economy. 

26. Having received a more circumstantial account in a minute of 
hlr. Leycester’s of the directions the gentlemen at Dacca had given^ for securing 

the treasure, removing the sick and wounded and in every 
respect providing for making their retreat from the factory 
in a regular manner, it appears that they left no means untried for effecting 
those purposes and that they were unavoidably disappointed bv the irregular- 
ity of the seapoys of which a great part deserted and the remainder embarked 
in the boats without orders and while the gentlemen were vet in the factory 
endeavouring to save the treasure. We are therefore satisfied that it was not 
in their power to prevent this loss in their then unfortunate circumstances ; 
and we must say further in commendation of the gentlemen of that factory, 
that the investment provided this year is as good in quality as any which 
has ever been received from thence, and notwithstanding these troubles, very 
little deficient in quantity, which must be in great measure attributed to their 
early return with the detachment from hlecklev and their great diligence in 

. li' CD O 

collecting in the effects which w'ere dispersed and outstanding. 

27. Mr, Campbell, our Assay Waster, arrived in the British King^ and 
Cons. 26tb Janry. have dhected a proper office to be built for conducting 

14th Feby. his business. 


Cons. 16th Febv. 


28. Ivlr. Bowen, the gentleman wLo arrived this season by your appoint- 
ment to be one of the chaplains at this Presidency, not choosing to remain 
in the country, has returned to England in one of his Majesty’s ships. Before 
his departure he discharged his bond. 

29. After finishing our letter by the Osterley, the account which we 
had directed to be drawn out of the charge of French prisoners was prepared 
and delivered in. Our Secretary therefore forwarded it in that ship’s book 
packet, and a duplicate copy is now transmitted ; also the General Books of this 
Presidency ending April 1760. 

30. ils no commissaries are yet arrived on the part of the French nation 
and we have still about fifty prisoners remaining on our hands, w^e have sent 
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hoiTe diirr" bv tliis sliip, agreeable to the list transraitted in her packet, and 


the remainder shall embark on the Fizot. 


A 

o 


Cons. 2:1 Febv. 


Be til’s ship ive have also sent home other samples of the poadcr 
nd charcoal prepared by Mr. Smith, and the Export Warchoase Keeper having 

acquainted us that in her cargo are included 13 bales of 
new musters of cloths purchased at Barnagorc, marked 
Muster No. 1 to 13, we beg leave thus to refer them to your honors particular 
insoection. 

32. Since writing thus far, we have had ad rice from Madrass of the arrival 
of your ship Pitt there the 7th ultimo and by a country ship imported from 
Con'' '^0*h F-b" ^kcncc we have received your packet by her for this Presi- 
" deiicv and have therefore to reoly in part to your General 
Letter of the 13th May 1763. 


33. We observe and shall pay due regard to your orders respecting the 
Winchelsea. That ship is just now returned here from her voyage to Bombav, 
and the freighters conformable to the conditions of their agreement, have 
declared that the ship will be delivered over to the Company at the Presidency 
of Bombav. 

34. Agreeably to your directions we shall pay to Mr. Van Sit tart the 
amount of the commission® due him on the revenues of the lands and he be us 
leave here to render you his grateful acknowdedgements for this fresh mark 
of your favor. 


35. In consequence of your orders in regard to Mr. Batson, we have re- 
called him from the chiefship of Patna, and as Mr. Spencer on his arrival 

Cons No 4S succession to the Government, wt have ap- 

pointed Mr. Billers to the chiefship of Patna factory. 

35. We shall transmit to Bombay information of your orders in favour 
oi Air. Spencer, although as we learn that the Speak ev anuved at Tellichcrry 
tne 7ih cf December, we imagine they will have already received your 
commands by that shin. 


37, 


V e have laden and consigned to your honours bv this ship the 
Boscazi'cn, sundry goods and merchandize amounting to current rupees 
8,49,126-10-0, the particulars whereof arc agrcablc to the invoice and first bill 


of lading enclosed. 

O 


38. We have also laden on her sundry stores for 
of St. Helena amounting to current rupees 1,212-9-6 
of lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there. 


the use of your island 
as per invoice and bill 


Wc are, 

with the greatest respect 
Hon’bic Sirs, 

Your most faithfull and obedient 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart / William Billers / 
Warren Hastings / Randolnh Marriott / 
Fort William, Samuel Aliddleton / Ralph Lcvccstcr / 

the 20th February 1764. John Burdett. 
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Postscript 

39. We^iiave drawn on your honors by this ship 44 setts of bills of 
exchange at o55 days and the usual terms, the particulars whereof are as follows 
and amount in all to CRs. 6,09,921-3-, or £ Sterline 71,157-9-1 


Setts Value received of Current Rs. 

1 Peter Downes Ac- 
count Geo. Dobbin . . 21428- 9-3 
1 John Freake .... 60000- 0-0 
1 Timothy Mackarel . 19008- 0-0 
1 Henrv Vansittart and 
Peter Downes Acco. 
the estate of Sophia 
Duncan 8571- 6-9 


i Harry Verelst Esqr. , 471- 6-9 

1 Do 4285-11-6 

1 Captn. Hugh Grant . 25714- 4-6 
1 Mr. James Lister . . 26000- 0-0 

i Do 4000- 0-0 


1 Harry Verelst . . . 252- 6-0 
1 James x^myatt . . . 821-9-0 
1 Robt. Gregory Acct. 

Chas. Manningham . 95969- 3-3 
1 Do Acct. Elizabeth 


Beard 5847-15-3 

1 Do xA.cct. . Parker Hat- 
ley 9000- 0-0 

1 Do Richard Becher . 26844- 3-0 

1 Do Acct. Henry Eel- 

bracht 3475- 9-0 

1 Robert Gregory . . . 3823- 9-0 

1 Do 240- 0-0 

1 Do 1714-4-6 

1 Do. xVcct, Miss Eliza 

Massey 430- 1-3 

1 iMajor Richard Sher- 
lock 31757- 7-0 

1 Henry Van Sittart, 

Esqr.' 39029-11-6 

1 Do 510- 3-0 


1 Ralph Ridley . . . 8926- 9-3 

1 Henry Egleton Con- 
nor 6275- 7-0 

1 Charles Child Admin, 
to the estate of James 
Todd 5897-14-0 


To whom payable 

£ Sterli 


Luke and xA.aron rvledwin 

2500- 

0 - 

0 

Himself or Order . . , 

7000- 

0 - 

0 

Himself 

2217- 

12- 

0 

Francis Fowke .... 

1000- 

0 - 

0 


Mrs. Tryphania Verelst 


and Mr. Jno. Close . . 

55- 0- 0 

2vlrs. Do and Mr. Do . . 

500- 0- 0 

Mr. xA.lexander Grant . . 

3000- 0- 0 

Messrs. Maidman Parry 


and King 

3033- 6- 8 

James King 

466-13- 4 

Mrs. Jane Court .... 

29- 8- 9 

Brabazon Ellis .... 

95-16-11 

Charles Manningham . . 

11196- 8- 1 

Mrs. Elizth. Beard and 


Richd. Bynian .... 

682- 5- 2 

Newman Ha tie v and 


Richd. Whight .... 

1050- 0- 0 

Richard Becher .... 

3131-16- 5 

Isaac Van xAssendelft . . 

405- 9- 8 

Charles Gustavus Falck . 

446- 1- 8 

Robert Jebb 

28- 0- 0 

John Cooke 

200- 0- 0 

Richard Becher .... 

50- 3- 7 

Himself 

3705- 0- 0 

John Walsh 

4553- 9- 4 

Gompretz and Havman . 

59-10- 5 

William Charlton . . . 

1041- 8- 8 

Himself 

732- 2- 8 

William Fullerton . . . 

688- 1- 8 


Vol. 
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Setts Value received of Current Rs, To vjhom payable £ Sterling 

1 Do Exct. to the estate William Fullerton . . . 828-12- 7 

of James Borind . . 7102- 8-9 

1 The Presidt. & Co. of Lawrence Sullivan Esqre. 

Fort William . . . 2538- 0-0 for the use of the 

Marine Society .... 296- 2- 0 

I John Grant and Rus- Edward Irving .... 1679-14- 5 

sell Skinner Adnis. to 
the estate of Major 
Adams Thos. Adams 
Acct. the estate of 
Captn. Jno. Irving . 14397- 9-6 

1 Captn. Chari. Long . 7300-12-0 Himself 851-15-1 

1 Rand. JMarriott and Willm. McGwire and Ar. 

Jno. Graham Acct. the Annesley 295-10-4 

estate of Rd. Wilder . 2533- 0-0 

1 Anselm Beaumont . 18549- 6-6 George Challoner . . . 2164-1-11 

1 Jno. Graham Acct. of Alexander Grant . . . 243-14- 1 

Lieut. Alex. Dow . . 2088-14-3 

1 Warren Hastings . . 59393- 7-6 Jno. Zeph. Hoi well Wm. 

Birch and John Davis . 6929- 4- 9 

1 Do and Tysod Saul Francis Sykes 583- 6- 8 

Hancock 5000- 0-0 

1 Captn. Chari. Marsh . 49000- 0-0 Himself 5716-13- 4 

1 Captn. Hugh Grant . 4463- 8-9 Alexander Grant . . . 520-14-11 

1 Samuel Middleton . 857- 2-3 Anne Lane 100-0 - 0 

1 Anselm Beaumont . 11100-0-0 George Challoner . . . 1295- 0-0 

1 Huzzuraniull Execut. The President or Trea- 

to the estate of Onii- surer of the Founding 

chund 1500- 0-0 Hospital for the time 

being 175-0-0 

I Do Excut. to Do . . 1500- 0-0 Do or Do of the Mag- 

dalen Hospital for the 
time being 175-0-0 

1 Wilham Billers Esqr. 8571- 6-9 William Billers Esqr, . . 1000- 0- 0 


1 Captn. Charles Long 2130- 0-0 Himself 248-10- 0 

1 Willm. Majendie . . 1600- 0-0 Revd. John James Majen- 

die - 186-13- 4 

44 Setts Current Rups. 6,09,921- 3-0 £ Sterling 71,157- 9- 1 

V 


40. We have also drawm on you 58 setts payable at 2/4 per current rupee 
and 90 days after sight amounting to CRs. 107,276-9-9 or £ Sterhng 12,515-12-, 
as follow's: — 

Setts Value received of Current Rs. To whom payable £ Sterling 

1 Thos. Cooke .... 1028- 9-0 George Barne 120-0-0 

1 Jas. ilshburner Acct. Mr. Ninian Ballantine . . 150- 0- 0 

Thos. Anderson 


1285-11-6 
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jw'rJf 


Setts Value received of Cur rent Rs. 

To Vi'honi payable 


£ Sterling 

1 

Jas. Ashburner . , . 

428- 9-3 

Himself or order 


50- 0- 0 

1 

RusL Skinner Acct. 
Sarah blapletoft . . 

4129-11-0 

Sarah Mapletoft . . 

• » 

481-15-11 

i 

Do Acct. Captn. Thos. 
Tvdd 

4622- 6-6 

Himself .... 

w m 

539- 5- 7 

1 

Major Alex. Champion 

1885-11-3 

Mrs. Frs. Champion 

and 





Mr. Jno. Edison . 

• m 

220- 0- 0 

i 

Rusi. Skinner Acct. M. 


Mrs. Mary Rowland 

• w 

500- 0- 0 


J. Rowland .... 

4285-11-6 




1 

John Bathoe Acct. Hy. 
Goodwin 

171- 6-3 

Robert Goodwin . . 

m m 

20- 0- 0 

1 

Joseph Crabb . . . 

2000- 0-0 

Himself .... 

w r 

233- 6- 8 

1 

Geo. Williamson and 
Phil Milner Dacres 
Exrs. to Edwd. Oakes 

675-15-6 

William Davis . . . 

• » 

78-17- 3 

1 

Do and Do Exrs. of 
Sam. Howitt died . . 

1714- 4-6 

iMrs. Eliz. Howitt 

■ « 

200- 0- 0 

1 

Phil. Milner Dacres . 

857- 2-3 

Thos. Stone Street . 


100- 0- 0 

1 

James Bonwicke . . 

1714- 4-6 

Himself 


200- 0- 0 

1 

Richard Barwell . . 

573-11-3 

Richd. and William 

Bar- 





well 


66-18- 7 

1 

Captn. Charls. Marsh 

4285-11-6 

Himself 


500- 0- 0 

1 

Captn. Robt. Aber- 


Himself 


Oi 

o 

0 

1 

o 

< 

o 


crombie 

4285-11-6 




1 

Capt. Hugh Grant . . 

1807-12-0 

Alex. Grant . , . 


210-18- 1 

1 

Benjamin Randall . , 

257- 2-0 

Richd. Palmer . . 


30- 0- 0 

1 

Captn. John Tate . . 

. 4285-11-6 

Himself 


500- 0- 0 

1 

William Billers . . . 

857- 2-3 

Thos. Walker . . . 


100- 0- 0 

1 

Thomas Rumbold . . 

1885-11-6 

Francis Southbv . . 


220- 0- 0 

I 

Captn. Archibald 

S win ton 

857- 2-3 

John Swinton Junior 


100- 0- 0 

i 

Chars. Child Acct. 
Jno. Thwaite . . . 

600- 0-0 

Richd. Cooke . . . 

• « 

0 

1 

0 

1 

o 

i 

Do Acct. John Corsar 

428- 9-3 

Messrs. Johnstone 

and 





Sothringham . . 

* • 

50- 0- 0 

1 

Ghas. Child Acct. Lt. 
H. J. Powell .... 

2162-10-0 

Lt. Henry Pow’ell 

* • 

252- 6- 4 

i 

Richard Pembroke . 

2000- 0-0 

Himself 

« A 

233- 6- 8 

1 

Lt. John Hartland . . 

2123-12-0 

Himself 

• • 

247-15- 5 

1 

Lt. Thos. Wiltshire . 

1929- 6-0 

Himself 

* • 

225- 2- 0 

1 

Peter Galiopine . . . 

800- 0-0 

Ann and Hannah Gallo- 





pine 

. 

93- 6- 8 

1 

Henry Plowman . . 

4285-11-6 

Miss Eliza Motte . . 

* * 

500- 0- 0 

1 

John Mackmath . . 

2561-12-6 

William Fullerton . 

• m 

298-17- 5 

1 

Do 

1714- 4-6 

Granville Elliott Mack- 





math 

. 

200- 0- 0 

1 

John Taylor .... 

514- 4-6 

Mary Gleen . . . 

■ w 

60- 0- 0 

I 

Lt. John Grant . . 

857- 2-3 

Himself . . . . . 

ik P 

100- 0- 0 
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Setts Value recehed of Current Rs. 

To whom payable 

£ Sterling 

1 

Lt. John Grant , . . 

428- 9-3 

Himself 

50- 0- 0 

1 

Ralph Ridley . . . 

4285-11-6 

William Charlton . . . 

500- 0- 0 

1 

Roht. Brown .... 

2160- 0-0 

George Dunbar . . . . 

252- 0- 0 

1 

Ascaiis. Willni. Senior 

3554-10-0 

Robt. Halsev Balwick 





Nassau Thos. Senior 





and Miss Rachael Senior 

414 14- 1 

1 

John C?a*tier .... 

1971- 7-0 

Stephen Law 

230- 0- 0 

1 

John Bathoe Acct. 


William Steers . . . . 

105- 0- 0 


Wm. Steers .... 

900- 0-0 



I 

Phil. Milner Dacres . 

693- 4-0 

John Henry Mertiiis . . 

80-17- 7 

1 

Fitz Owen Jones . . 

897-13-0 

Himself 

104-14-11 

1 

John Burdett . . . 

1285-11-6 

Thomas Burdett . . . . 

150-0 - 0 

1 

Edward Hardwickc . 

3000- 0-0 

Thomas Hardwicke . . 

350- 0- 0 

1 

Ralph Leycester 


Christopher Baron and 



Esqre. Acct. John 


George Me Auley . . . 

500- 0- 0 


Robinson .... 

4285-11-6 



1 

1 

Ralph Leycester . . 

1200- 0-0 

Rev. Henrv Lushington . 

140- 0- 0 

1 

Do Do 

2000- 0-0 

Ralph and Geo. Leycester 

233- 6- 8 

1 

Rand. Alarriott Senior 

2160- 0-0 

Lt. William Browne . . 

252- 0- 0 

1 

Charles Rogers . . . 

1000- 0-0 

Willm. Rogers .... 

116-13- 4 

1 

John Davidson . . 

1714- 4-6 

Alexander Grant . . . 

200- 0- 0 

1 

William Bolts . . . 

800- 0-0 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fenwicke . 

93- 6- 8 

1 

Capt. Arthur Morris 


Capt. Arthur Morris . . . 

350- 0- 0 


Acct. the estate of 





Thomas Philips deed. 

3000- 0-0 



1 

WiUm. Magee Acct. 


James Rannie 

100- 0- 0 


Geo. Hay 

857- 2-3 



1 

Do Acco. Hugh Baillie 

428- 9-3 

Hugh Baillie 

50- 0- 0 

1 

John Jolinstone Acct. 


Robt. Brooke and Thos. 



Robt. Brooke . . . 

809-12-3 

Pattle 

94- 9- 5 

1 

Tvlajor John Carnac . 

685-11-3 

Charles Boileau . . . . 

80- 0- 0 

1 

James Moore . . . 

4285-11-6 

Mabella Moore .... 

500- 0- 0 

I 

William Billers . . . 

999-13-9 

Himself 

116-13- 0 

58 Setts Current Rupees 

1,07,276-9-9 

£ Sterling 

12,515-12- 0 


We are, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 
Henry Van Sittart / Wm. Billers / War- 
ren Hastings / Randh. Marriott / Sam. 
Fort William, Middleton / Ralph Levester / John 

the 20th February 1764. Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1764 


Flight of Mir Oasim to Shiijaiid-Dauldits country — Shujaiid-Daulah ashed 
to surrender Mir Oasim — Mir Jaffads endeavour to procure sanacls from Shah 
Alam — friction betzceen ConipanVs and Mir Jaffads Officials — siege of Madura 
— mutiny in the army. 


T O the Hon’bie the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble Unite* 


Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’bie Sirs, 


1. In our address bv the Osterley upon country affairs dated the 
19th December, we advised fully of the success of our arms, and that 
the late Nabob Meer Cossim incapable of making any further resistance had 
fled into Shuja Dowla's country with the remains of his troops, effects 
and treasures. 


2. We were in hopes that Shuja Dowla in compliance with our demand 
would have given him up to us, or at least have made him prisoner and seized 
upon his effects, but we find he proceeded without interruption through Barnaris 
and Eliabad to the banks of the Jumna where the King and Shuja Doy^a are 
encamped. His reception at the court appears to have been rather favourable 
than otherwise owing we suppose to the influence of his money, yet we do 
not apprehend they will be prevailed on to give him any assistance or engage 
in a war with us at a time when they are scarcely able to support themselves 
against the other chiefs of the empire who wish but an opportunity of reducing 
Shuja Dowla. 

3. As the surest means of deterring as well Shuja Dowla as ail others 
from attempting to disturb the peace of the provinces, we keep our whole 
army on the banks of the Caramnassa and the President has wrote repeatedly 
to Shuja Dowla that we shall never accede to any treaty of alliance or 
friendship with him until Meer Cossim is either delivered up or brought 
to justice for his cruelty and oppression. Before the dispatch of the 
Pigotj we shall probably know for certain what will be his fate. In the 
mean time Major Carnac is gone to take the command of the army, and 
we have given him instructions to reduce the field expences, and put the 
troops in cantoonments as soon as it shall appear consistent with the safety 
of the country. 


4. The Nabob remains likewise on the banks of the Caramnassa. He 
is endeavouring to procure the saneds or grants for the soiihadaryy of these 

^ ^ , -r provinces from the King, and in his last letter to the 

Cons. ‘6th Janry. 4, . , . , , ® . - 

' President advises that he was in daily expectation or receiv- 
ing them. He seems to think it of very great consequence to obtain these 
grants, and we were informed had offered the immediate payment of nineteen 
lacks of rupees, and an obligation for tw^enty eight lacks yearly to be remitted 
to the King. As' we knew' it would ill suit the Nabob’s circumstances to comply 
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with such engagements, and that it would incapacitate him from making good 
his payments to the Company, the restitution for losses in trade during the 
late troubles, and providing for his own necessary expences, objects of much 
more consequence than the possession of the grants, we therefore strenuously 
advised the Nabob not to put himself to any such charge or enter into any 
such obligation as might distress his own affairs, but rather trust to our 
influence to procure him the grants with little expence, and to our force 
to secure his government whether he was possessed of the grants or not. For 
it must be confessed those titles are of little consequence in the present situation 
of the affairs of the empire. The King is the slave of Shuja Dowla and accord- 
ing to all appearance will never be in possession of his capital nor of any 
real authority. Ail remittances said to be made to the King are in truth 
so much money throwm into the hands of Shuja Dowla to be employed perhaps 
against the very person that gave it. 

5. As yet the Nabob has made but a small advance in the payment of 
the thirty lacks^ stipulated for the Company’s losses and expences. We expect 
him next month in Calcutta when we shall procure from him assignments 
for the ballance of this money to be paid in such places as may be most 
convenient for supplying the investment and we have in view at the same 
time to settle with the Nabob some necessary regulations for establishing due 
limits of authority betw^een his officers, and our subordinate factories, agents 
and gomastahs. At present they frequently clash and occasion disputes of 
a very bad tendency, the more so as they never fail to be represented on 
both sides with violent exaggerations. Already you will see many instances 
in the Nabob s letters entered in the book of country correspondence parti- 
cularly No. [...] and containing complaints against Mr. Batson, our Chief at 

Patna, w^hose answer and explanation are likewise transmitted in the book of 
letters received. 

6, W e have been advised from Fort St. George of there [szc] having been 
obliged to raise the siege of Madura representing at the same time the absolute 

^ necessity of reducing that place, and their resolution to 

^ ^ attack it again as soon as the season would permit. In 

order to assist them in this design to the utmost of our 
power, we determined to send to Fort St. George the whole of the reinforce- 
ment received from Bombay ' and the most part of them are already embarked. 

We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 
Henry Van Sittart / Wm, Billers / 
Warren Hastings / Randh. Martiot / 
Sam. Middleton / Ralph Leycester / 
John Burden. 


Fort William, 
the 20 February 1764. 


Postscript 


7 . Since closing our foregoing address we have been alarmed with an 
acci ent as sudden as unexpected and which had well nigh exposed these 
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provinces to fresh disturbances and thrown your affairs into greater danger 
than all the strength of vour enemies. The soldiers of our army which was 
encamped about six miles from the Caramnassa having conceived that there 
was a design of stopping their share of the donation promised theiri by the 
Nabob, or that some injustice had been done them in the division, which 
notion we suppose had been industriouslv propagated and aggravated hy some 
among them who wished to raise a defection, assembled themselves by general 
agreement on the morning of the 11th instant, and having formed and chosen 
themselves a leader, loaded their musketts, fixed their bayonets and marched 
off declaring they would go over to Shuja Dowla and Meet Cossim. The 
Nabob went out to them and offered them immediate payment of their share 
of the first division of the donation but they were not satisfied and continued 
their march as far as the banks of the Caramnassa, where Caotain Jennings- 
who at that time commanded the armv and the rest of the officers followed, 
and at length prevailed on all the English to return to their colours but a 
French serjeant with about 150 soldiers of that nation crossed the Caramnassa 
and proceeded towards Banaris. 

8. The troops on their return to camp were paid the money the Nabob 
promised, and the next day the whole body of seapoys follow^ed their example, 
took to their arms, and in the same licentious terms demanded their share, 
nor could they be quieted until they were paid 20 rupees each man which was 
more than their share came to. 

9. By our last adtices from Capt. Jennings, all was quiet again and the 
only loss wc have sustained is that of the Frenchmen above mentioned, a 
loss no much to be lamented as it is highly probable these were the promoters 
and firmenters of this extraordinary revolt. 

10. But our greatest concern is the difficulty of restoring good order 
to an armv who have got such a spirit of licentiousness amongst them, and 
have proceeded to such lengths unpunished. Lest therefore any further dis- 
orders should happen or the advice of this dissention should encourage Shuja 
Dowla and Meer Cossim to engage in fresh attempts for disturbing the 
provinces, we have thought it necessary to request of Commodore Tinker to 
remain with us in the Medway, and to -stop that part of the Bombay Detach- 
ment which had not left the River. 

11. Considering the great value of preserving the security of Bengal, we 
think this measure must appear to the other Presidencies entirely consistent 
with the general good. And as the Presidency of Fort St. George w^ill be 
strongly reinforced by the troops landed from the Pitt, those returning from 
Alanilha^ and the Bombay artillery company wffiich w^ent from hence in his 
IMajesty’s ship York, we flatter ourselves they will be able to prosecute the 
siege of Madura with success. 

12. At the time when this meeting happened, Major Carmac [Carnacl and 
Major Champion were on their way to join the army, and we hope will have 
now reached the camp. We have wrote to Major Carmac our opinion and 
advice of the measures most proper to be taken on this occasion and we trust 
hy his discretion and viligance [sic] that he w-ill be able to quiet the army and 
prevent any repetition of these irregularities, and tve purpose in a few days 
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to reinforce him with a detachment of three hundred Europeans, that such 
as may appear to have been the promoters of this mutinous spirit may be 
remo^^ed. 


We are 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 
Henrv Van Sittart / Wm. Billers / 
Warren Hastings / Rand. Marriot / 
Fort William, bam. Middleton / Ralph Leycester / 

the 27 February 1764. John Burclett. 


n 
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LETTER DATED 19 MARCH 1764 

Stoppage of payment to Lord Clive on account of his jagir — list of bills of 
exchange. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’bie Sirs, 

1. We addressed you last under date the 20th ultimo by the Boscawen 


Cons. 19 March. 


which ship departed from Ingellee the 8th instant, and 
quitted her pilot the 11th. 

2. We have since dispatched the Earl of Middlesex, Bute, and Lord 
c " A' 8 \T Mansfield to proceed on the voyages of which your honors 

were advised in our said address of the 20th ultimo. 

3. By a Macao ship arrived on the Malabar Coast, we have received letters 
from the supra cargoes at Canton dated 8th November 1763, which advise us 
of the safe arrival there of all the ships of the season 1762, excepting the Valen- 
tine, Glatton, and Pocock which they were afraid had lost their passage and 
the Earl Temple which they apprehended to be lost on the coast of Imconia. 

4. The same advices inform us, that the large supplies of treasure con- 
signed to them from hence and from Fort St, George would enable them to 
complete the cargoes of the nine ships then at Wampo, but that unfortunately 
the distress of the Deputy Governor and Council at Manilha for money to 
pay the troops having obhged them to take out of the Houghton and Hawke, 
44 chests of treasure, they should not have it in their power to leave any 
stock in the hands of the residents, and that therefore a supply early this 
season would be of the greatest assistance to the Company’s trade under their 
management. 

5. We adtised your honors in our last address that we had stationed 
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the British King to proceed to China with a cargo of conon and lead, and 

Cons 19th Mar lacks of rupees in ready money, and she is accordingly 

this day dispatched. But notwithstanding the earnest re- 
presentation of the supra cargoes, the present situation of our own affairs, the 
large demands for our military expences, and for the provision of next year’s 
investment, render it impossible for us either to increase her stock, or to be 
of any further assistance to them this season. 

6. In consequence of the indulgence which vou have been pleased to 
grant Capt. Hotve for remaining with the JJ'iiichelsea another season in India, 

Cons S & P Mar have accepted a proposal from the present freighters, for 

prolonging the affreightment' to the llth February 1766 
which is charter party day. And Capt. Howe on behalf of his owners has 
prolonged the ship’s charter party with the Company to the same time. 

7. We duely observed the orders in your letter of the 26th April 1763. 
respecting Lord Clive’s jaghueer ; we at the same time received a letter from 
his Lordship, insisting that we should not refuse payment of this claim : and 
his attorney has accordingly presented a demand for four months now due, 
amounting to sicca rupees 1,18,451. We have in answer acquainted him that 
it is not in our power to comply with it and transmitted him a copy of vour 
said orders for his satisfaction. A copy of his Lordship’s letter, you will find 
entered in our Consultation of the 26th January, and of the letter and account 
presented by his attorney after Consultation of the 1 2th instant. The account 
you require of the payment already made to his Lordship, goes enclosed in the 
packet together with a copy of the kisthundee or terms of payment of the 
jagheer. 

8. As we learn from Capt. Pigou, it will not be agreable to your inten- 
tions, that the Russian officers, who came out on his ship^ should proceed to 
China, we have returned them to Europe on this ship, the Pigot, and directed 
Capt. Pigou to pay Capt. Richardson one half the money which he received 
for the expence of their homeward bound passage. 


9. Three officers of the 84th and one of the 103rd Regiment embark on 
this ship for Europe, together with twenty seven noiv commissioned officers 
and private men belonging to different regiments which were in India. A 
particular list of the whole is transmitted as usual, a number in the packet, 
as well as an amended list of those wffich embarked on the Boscawen after 
Major Sherlock had permitted a detachment of the 84th Regiment to remain 
another season in the country. 

10. Three of his Majesty’s officers vizt., Lieut. Hodsden and Crabb and 
Ensign Fakk with about thirty men took their nassage from hence to Madrass 
in the York and Liverpool, men of war, in order to go to Europe, in anv of 
his IMajesty’s ships from the Coast and these are all that Commodore Tinker 
could accomodate. 


11. We have likewise embarked on this ship sixteen more French 
prisoners agreable to a list in the packet, and there now’ only remain here a 
few other persons who are at present sick in the hospital. 

12. Before we close our advices for this season, w^e beg leave again to 
take notice to vour honors of the diligence and assiduiu^ of our Secretary, 
IMr. Graham,^ who notwithstanding the great increase of the business of this 
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Presidency in the two departments, conducts it with great regularity and to 
our entire satisfaction. We must also mention Mr. Majendie, our Assistant 
Secretary, as one who by his close application to business has already rendered 
himself a very capable and useful servant. 

13. We have laden and consigned to your honors by this ship the Pigot, 
sundry goods and merchandize amounting to current rupees 10,48,100, the 
particulars whereof are agreeable to the invoice and first bill of lading enclosed. 

14. We have also laden on her sundry stores for the use of your island 

j ¥ 

of St. Helena, amounting to current rupees 1216 as. 14 per invoice and bill of 
lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there. 

We are with the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sit tart / Warren Hastings / 
H. Watts* / Sam. Middleton / Ralph 
Leycester / John Burdett. 

Postscript 


[15.] We have drawn upon your honors by this ship 17 setts of bills of ex- 
change at 365 days, and the usual terms. The particulars whereof arc as follows, 
and amount in all to current rupees 2,41,540-5-9, £ Sterling 28,179-14-2: 


Value received of 

C. Rs. 

To whom payable 

£ Str. 

1 William She wen 

1 Jno. Graham Atts. 

1,714- 4-6 

Himself 

The Hon’ble Alex. Fraser 

200- 0-0 

to Robt. Campbell 
adm. to the estate 
of Amelia Camp- 
bell deceased . . . 

1,400- 0-0 

Esqre 

163- 6-8 

1 Jacob Carmac . . 

857- 2-3 

John Carmac 

100- 0-0 

1 Chas. Greenhill . . 

1,071- 6-9 

Messrs. Adie and Laird . 

125- 0-0 

1 Geo. Williamson 

1,000- 0-0 

Elizabeth Howitt or 
order 

116-13-4 

1 Thomas Pearson 

4,285-11-6 

Daniel Braithwaite . . . 

500- 0-0 

1 James Ashburner . 

4,285-11-6 

Do 

500- 0-0 

1 Joseph Jekyll . . . 

857- 2-3 

Jno. Langmore Elias 
Bromsword and Tho- 
mas Jekyll 

100- 0-0 

1 James Lister . . . 

3,000- 0-0 

James King or Order . , 

350- 0-0 

1 Ditto ..... 

I Henry Van Sittart 

13,000- 0-0 

Messrs. Maidman Parry 
and King or either of 
their orders .... 
Arthur Van Sittart and 

1,516-13-4 

Esqr 

50,000- 0-0 

Edmund Boehim . . 

5,833- 6-8 


* Tlie other copy of the letter and the postscript bears the signatures of William Billers 
and Randolph Marriott in place of H. Watts. 


Fort William, 

the 19th March 1764. 
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Value received of C. Rs. To -d:kom payable £ Sir. 

I John Grant acct. Col. Eyre Coote and 

84th Regiment . . 85,714-4-6 Rich. Cox 10,000- 0-0 

1 Major John Carmac 12,000- 0-0 Geo. Clive ...... 1,400- 0-0 


1 Robt. Gregory acct. Wm. Brightweil Sumner 1,400- 0-0 

Wm. Brightweil 

Sumner .... 12,000- 0-0 

1 Do. acct. Culling Culling Smith .... 1,400- 0-0 

and Smith .... 12,000- 0-0 

1 Ditto 5,400- 0-0 Edward Holden Crutten- 

den 430- 0-0 

1 John Burdett . . . 32,954-10-6 Thos. & Chas. Burdett . 3,844-14-2 

17 Setts Currt. Rs. 2,41,540- 5-9 £ Str. 28,179-14-2 

[16.] The total amount of bills drawn on vour honors bv the ships of this 
season is current rupees fifteen lacks vizi.. 


By the Osterley 61 setts 5,41,261-13-6 

By the Boscawen 102 setts 7,17,197-12-9 

By the Pigot 17 setts 2,41,540- 5-9 


Setts 186 Currt. Rupees 15,00,000- 0-0 

We are with the greatest respect 
Hon Tie Sirs, 

Your most faithful obedient humble servants, 
Heni*y Van Sittart / Warren Hastings / H. 
Fort William, Watts / Sam. IMiddleton / Ralph Leycester / 

the 19th March 1764. John Burden. 


4 

LETTER DATED 19 MARCH 1764 

Shujaud-Daulah's preparations to invade Bengal — necessity of an adequate 
European force m Bengal for safety. 

nn 

Jl O the HonBle the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

L In the postscript of our address by the Boscawen on military and 
country affairs, we acquainted you of an extraordinary mutiny in our army 
which ended in the desertion of about one hundred and fifty Frenchmen, 



LETTER TO COLUT 







LXDcCtL: 


Si 7 ^ 

ik 4k <uiL J ^ ■■ 




IiTLse deseners v/ent o\er to the armv of Sliuja Dowla, who has enter- 
in his service, and we hnd that Cossim Aly Cawn has as we 
s ciisorder in our armv as an argument to persuade 
interest and invade Bengal. Bv our last advices 


f V, 

Jik ^ 4h 4. 
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Stiuia Dowla and Cossim Alv Cawn were at Eiiabad, and it is affirmed 


rri. 


that prepUik.. 


'^’cns 
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to march to Banaris which lies close to the 


• tT'" '* * 

rronticr ot tnese provinces. 


3. hlajor CariTUic is using liis endeavours to restore good order in our 
armv which done, we shall have little doubt of defeating all the attempts 
of Shuja Dowla, should be continue in the design of marching tliis way, but 
u e are of oninion the prosecution of that design will depend on the intelligence 
he gets of the state of our forces, and when he finds that w'e are prepared 
to receive him on the frontier, or even to march and meet him in his own 
counmu and hears of the reinforcements we are sending to the armv bv the 
assistance of the Bombay Detachment and the marines of his Alajestvh ships, 
Aiedu’iiv and Argo, he will rather wish to make us his friends than his enemies. 

4. Bui [tjhis disposition of our neighbours, to take every advantage if thev 
find us in an unguarded situation, w'ill naturally lead your honors to a re- 
iiecdon upon the necessity of keeping a respectable European force at this 
Presidency and supplying it with continual recruits, as this is evidently the 
only method of preserving the tranquility of the country and the safety of 
your possessions. 


Fort A'Mlliam, 

the i9th March 1764. 


We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart / Warren Hastings / 
H. \\ffitts / Sam. Middleton / Ralph 
Leycester / John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 25 MARCH 1764 

l\/r. Spciiccr to telicvc JMr. Vansittcivt as GoveTiiof of S 67 ig< 2 l — proposed 
invasion of Bengal by Shiijaud-Daulah and Oasim AH Khan. 

T O the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 

Company of hlerchaiits of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

i 1.1 Although I have returned my thanks in the General Letter for the 

your last orders to this Presidency by the ship Pitt^ yet 
I think it my duty here again to express my grateful sentiments, not only 
for the indulgence granted me in the commission upon the revenues, but 
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likewise for the honorable manner in which vou have been nleased to confer 

^ 1 . 

that indulerence and the favourable li^lit in which vou have regarded niv 
endeavours for the Company's service. 

[2.] The appointment of hir. Spencer^ having relieved me from the 
difficulty I w^as under with respect to a successor to this Government, I hatter 
myself you will approve of my leaving it as soon as I have given that genilenian 
all the lights and information in mv power. I expect to see him the beginning 
of May, and shall resign the Government to him (unless some verv extra- 
ordinary emergency should intervene) in the month of Julv, when I shall 
endeavor to get out of the River in order to avoid the sicklv season, which the 
physicians are of opinion, I could by no means go through. 

[3.] hly first care after my arrival in England will he to pay my respects 
to you and to present you with a memorial- of all the transacdons since I have 
had the charge of your affairs at this Presidency, in which the rise of the late 
unhappy troubles is traced through all its channels, and I hope plainly proved 
to be owing to no fault of mine. 

[4.] The last advices I have received from Major Carmac are dated the 
15th instant, the same reports still continue of Shuja Dowla's intentions to take 
part with Cossim Aly Cawn and invade these provinces : but I am far from 
thinking these reports to have any certain foundation, neither have I the least 
doubt of the success of our arms if such an attempt should be made, as the 
cause of the late mutinous disorder in our troops is in great measure removed. 

I am with great respect 
Hon’ble Su*s, 

Your most faithful and obedient 

Fort William, humble servant, 

25th March 1764. Henry Van Sittart. 
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LETTER DATED 27 SEPTEMBER 1764 

Shippmg news — investment in saltpetre. 

To Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


HonTle Sirs, 

1. We take this opportunity of the Madrass October ship to forward you 
a duplicate of our last address dated the 19th of hlarch and to notifie a few 
general advices previous to the dispatch of our first ship from hence. 

2. We have had the honour to recei%^e your commands of the 30th Decem- 
ber 1763, 8th, 9th and 22nd February 1764 and we can inform you in general 
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1 they contained have been duly complied with, for 
be referred to tlie usiiai adirices by our forementioiied 


hist ship. 

3. The tour ships destined this season for Coast and Bay arrived^ at 
Madrass the 1st, 4th and 7th July and 23rd August and the first three vizt.y 

the C{i€TnGrjou^ Devonshire and \ ansittaft ha^ve since 
Coz>. 27 Aagu imported safe in this River. The Duke of Albaiiy they 

detain at Madrass to be dispatched home in ^ the ensuing 
^ month. We have also the pleasure to notice the safe 
arrival of all the ships destined for China and their being again dispatched on 
their passages thither, the particulars whereof as well as of the consignments 
the gentlemen at Fort St. George have been able to make by them, will no 
doubt be advised to vour honors in the letters from that Presidency. 


4. We infonned vou in our last letter that in consequence of your 
indulgence to Capt. Howe, we had prolonged the agreement with the freighters 

of the IVinchelseci for another year, but we are novv con- 

Cons. :4th March. acquaint your honors that the day after the date 

of our said letters, the ship was totally lost in her passage out of the River. 
Capt. Howe on the 24th of iVlarch delivered us in a report of this unfortunate 
accident, and it appearing upon an enquiry made that the misconduct of 
the pilot was in a great measure the cause thereof, we ordered him to be 
dismissed from the Company’s service, Capt. Howe took his passage to 
England on the Pigot^ Capt. Richardson. 

5. The Earl of Holland in her passage outward bound having touched 
at the island of Mauritius, found there the Middlesex , Capt. Fletcher from 

this place, and she also learned that the Pigot, Capt. 

Cons. lo Augt. Richardson had put in at the Islands the 8th of June, the 

length of her passage from hence having rendered it necessary that she should 
touch there to recruit her store of water. 

6. We have also received advice by a French vessell to the Coast that 
the Boscavjen in her passage homeward bound, sprung a leak about 10 degrees 

to the eastward of the Cape, which obliged her on the 25th 

Cons, 17 Septr. awav for the island of Mauritius where she 

iso 4'^ 

arrived the 26th of June ; that the Captain is endeavouring 

to repair the damage and that he hopes to be able to proceed again on his 

voyage about the middle of October. Tvlajor Sherlock with the detachment 
of the 84th. Regiment are to be accommodated till that time with quarters on 
the island of Bourbon, and the Major has desired that you will make mention 
of his situation to the ministry, as he has not had time to address either the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of War. 

7. We acquainted your honors in our last letter of the consignment sent 

TO China by the ship British Kifig and of the reasons vthich put it out of 

^ T 1 our power to afford them any further supplies this season, 

C^ons- 30 itiiv. ^ ^ 

but as we are always attentive to the importance of this 

branch of the Company’s trade, and now learn by your advices before us, 
that you have not been able to send out any money from Europe, we have 
resolved at all events to set apart for the service thereof the sum of ten lacks 
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o£ rupees out of the collections of our revenues and the nionevs we expect tu 
receive from the Nabob in the latter end of the vear. 


8. This supply we have determined to dispatch on a ship or ships to 
proceed by the Pitt's Tract, so as we judge it mav arrive at Canton in the 


Cons. 6 Augt. 


month of Februarv and as an early intelligence !<ivin^ the 

* o O O 


super cargoes the assurance of such a.ssistance might serve 
to support the Company’s credit. We dispatched the Plassey schooner the 
beginning of last month to Malacca, with letters to their address directing the 
commander to forward the same by any of the outward bound ships he might 
hnd there or in failure thereof to carry them himself to Canton. 


9. Notwithstanding the troubles in Bahar, we have the pleasure to 
acquaint you that our investment of saltpetre will fall very little deficient. As 

Cons '’5th Tune with the remains of last vear and what we 

receive from Poornea. we shall have no hand a large stock 


of that article, w'e have determined to suppiv Fort St. George with ten 
thousand and Bombay with thirty thousand maunds. and we have begun to 
freight the supply for Bombay round on country ships that it may arrive 
with them early in the season. 


10. We have also granted that Presidency permission to draw on us for 

five lacks of rupees w'hich w^e hope mav prove of good assist- 
ance to them in stocking their ship or ships for China, 

11. We reckon that there will be fourteen ships this vear to be provided 
for from this and the other side of India vizt.j eight at Bombay, including the 
Bombay and China ship and the Middlesex and Lord Mansfield of last vear, 
and six at Coast and Bay, including the Bute and Admiral Pocock also ships 
of last year. 

12. In a deposition for those we calculate that the above mentioned 
quantity of saltpetre which we have engaged to send to Bombay and the produce 

^ of their owm investments will enable the gentlemen to 

return five ships from thence directly to Europe ; and 
w^e hope from the latitude which ourselves and Madrass Presidency have 
given them to draw, that they will have it in their pow^er to send tw^o to 
China according to your recommendations, so that w^e judge, only one ship 
on that side of India will remain unprovided for W’hich w'e conclude they 
will send round to us. Tw'O of the Coast and Bay ships will be furnished 
with cargoes from Madrass, three at least we shall be able to dispatch home 
from hence and one or tw^o will be wanted to carrv the money hv the Pitt’s 

V j 0 

passage to China. 

13. Upon this plan therefore, there is full provision made for all the ships 
on hand and we gave as early advice thereof as possible to Bombay and 
Madrass that they may either concur with us in fulfiHing the same or inform 
us in due time if circumstances should oblige them to make any material 
alteration. 


14. The investment at the several subordinates will be complied witli so 
far, as theh advances wDI go and w'e hope to be able to dispatch our first ship 
to you (which w^e design shall be the Bute) about the end of November. 
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oil this establishment agreeably to your 


as has also Mr. Plavdell who arrived lately in 

*> ^ 


Fort William, 

the 27 :h SeDtember 1764. 

iL 

"Oritrinal ziia hladras 

- o 

3 licate per Devonshire 


Triplicate per Caernareon 

IL i 


We are with the greatest lespect 
Hon'ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful 
h’ble servants, 

H. V. ; J. S. / C. S. P. / W. H. / 
h! W. / S.M / R. L. / J. B. 




LETTER DATED 27 SEPTEMBER 1764 


Shujiiiid-DcnilaJi's march wzcards Bengal in league with Qasini AH Khan — 
Major Carmic's w'ithdraw'al due to scarcity of provisions — skirmishes between 
Shujaiid-Daiihdi s and English army — retreat of Shujaud-Daulah towards 
Buxiir — differences between Maj. Carnac and the Board re. decisive action 
against the enemy — preparations by Major Munro against Shujaud-Daulah — 
miiiiny among the sepoys and necessity of maintaming sufficient E^iglish troops 
for security of Company's possessions — army strengthened by a body of cavalry 
— agreement with Mir Jefar re. payment of Rs. 5 lakhs a month for extra- 
ordinary military expenses — restrictions on private trade. 


nn 

1 O the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon'ble Sirs, 

1. Our last address dated the i9tii of March was transmitted bv the Pwol. 

# « ✓ O 

since which we have had no opportunity of informing you of the occurrences 
here, but we now dispatch this to IMadras with a duplicate of the foresaid 
address, to be forwarded by their October ship, and shall confine ourselves to 
a summary of the most interesting events reserving particulars to be advised 
by our first ship from hence. 

2. In our foresaid address of the 19th of IMarch we mentioned the reports 
of Shuia Dowla’s intentions to invade these provinces, and that he was advanced 
with Cossim Alv Cawn as far as Elliabad: contrary to our expectations thev 
proceeded from thence without loss of time to Benaris, and as soon as they 
could prepare bridges for the passage of their troops, they crossed the Ganges 
and marched to the Carumnassa with a very numerous army both of horse and 
foot ; but their principal strength consisted in the number and goodness of 
the cavalry. 
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the difiicultv of transporting it to so great a distance ana learnig leas 
distress should be increased bv the motions of the enemies cavairv. bavins 

* * 4— 

no sufficient bodv either in our service or the Na.bob’s to oppose them and 
escort our convovs: lie took the resolution of retirins with the arniv nearer to 

the citv of Patna. Here he was join'd by the Bombay 
Detachment, and having collected a small supply of provi- 
sions, advanced asain towards the enemv, who had bv this time crossed the 
Carumnassa and come to the hanks of the Soane, and be' 2 :un to make invasions 

c,.. 

with their cavairv between our armv and the citv. These ravages soon renewed 

0 I* *» 

the complaints in our armv of a scarcitv of provisions, and 

1 - * L 

^ ■ Major Carnac found himself again obliged to retire to 

Patna : and thinking it most advisable there to wait the approach of the enemv, 
made choice of an advantageous post which was not onlv in itself well calculated 
for defence, but also effectuallv secured the citv. 

4. The army of the enemy incom'aged we suppose bv this necessity to 

which our troops were driven of retiring, advanced with 
great expedition from the Soane, and on the 3rd of May, 

which was within four or five days after Major Carnac had taken possession of 
his post, their whole force, attacked our armv. Different bodies continued the 
attack from nine in the morning till near sun sett, but finding themselves 
repulsed in every quarter, they drew off to their camp which was about six 
miles distant. Major Carnac thought it more advisable to remain in his post 
than to pursue the enemy who two days after advanced again, and passing a 
body of their troops to the eastward towards Futwm, effectually^ surrounded 
both our armv and the citv. 

w * 

5. In this situation both armies remained wdthout any thing material 
occurring from the 6tli to the 23rd of May, when Sliuja Dowla collected his 

^ troops together and marched back across the Soane into the 

Budgepore country and cantoned at Buxar. 

6. We have never been acquainted with any certainty of the reasons 
for this conduct in Shuja Dowla, and we therefore can onlv mve von our 
opinion upon conjecture that lie retreated in order to secure the comiimnica- 
tion with his own dominions during tlie rains, which allwavs swell the river 
Soane to so great a degree as to render it impassible. 

7. Forming an opinion upon the experience of the former successes of 
the English arms in every part of India by carrying on war always offensiveiv, 

and making vigorous attacks upon the numerous but 
irregular armies of the country powers, we constantly re- 
commended to Major Carnac to endeavor to bring Shuja Dowla to an action : 
and this we thought the more necessary in hopes thereby to put a speedy end 
to the war, and reduce the very heavy increase of expences wiiich must* have 

attended the continuance of it. hlajor Carnac at the same 
time that he joined with us in that opinion, declared that he 
found it impracticable or unadvisable to execute it, assigning several reasons 
Vol. IV— 17 


9 jMav. 


5 July. 
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'lowever, we must 


which, iiow'ever, we must add were not satisfactory to us, but we refer you 
:or a furtlier detail of our sentiments on this subject and hlajor Carnac’s reasons 
:o our Consultations and books of letters. 


June. 


S. We Tsve constant advice of the situation of vour affairs to the 
Presidencies uf Madras and Bombay, and in consequence received from them 

such reinforcement of Europeans as they had it in their 
power to send. A detachment of tlie 89th Regiment arrived 
from Bombav under Major Munro who in virtue of his 
rank in His hla jesty's service became Commander in Chief of the army in 
Bengal, and finding that Shuja Dowla still remained at Buxar, we requested 
him to proceed to Patna with the troons he had himself brought, and those 

A i o 

which had arrived about the same time from iMadras. 

9. Major Munro is now making all necessary preparations for taking the 
field against the enemv, for although, overtures have at different times been 
made towards a negociatioii, we cannot place any dependance on the sincerity 
of their proposals while tiiev remain in arms in the Nabob’s territories ; neither 
in such circumstances can we treat of peace, without running the risk of 
encouraging Shuja Dowla in his hostile intentions by giving him too high an 

opinion of his own strength. We continue therefore to 
^ insist on his retiring out of the limits of these provinces, 

^ ' and delivering up Sombre, who was the executioner of the 

massacre at Patna, ^ hoping that by forcing him to a compliance with these 
terms, w’e shall give such a proof of the superiority of our arms, as to deter 
not only him but ail the other chiefs of ELindostan, from any attempt to invade 
this country. 

10. If no treaty is concluded which at present we think there will not, 
Major Munro proposes to take the field as soon as the season will permit, and 
it is reported that Shuja Dowla is in the same intention ; the Major is resolved 
to proceed on the plan of acting offensively, and to bring Shuja Dowla to 
an action as soon as possible. 

IL We have received the troops intended for us bv the four first ships 
of this season, amounting to about three hundred men, of which one half 
are now under orders to march to Patna, and the remainder are detained 
here to form a detachment for the protection of the Burdwan country if 
necessary. 

12, Ail the Frenchmen which remained in the armv at Patna after the 


mutiny have been draughted and brought down to Calcutta, and we have 

not since had any disturbance among the European troops, 
4 ^pr ^ ^ seapoys too sensible of their own strength from the 

number we are now obliged to keep up, have mutinied two 
or three times, and proceed to very extraordinary lengths. The last instance 
however, which happened w^as quelled by Major Munro with so much spirit 
and such proper examples made of the ringleaders, as we flatter ourselves will 
effectually restore good order in that corps. 

13. The great dangers to which the Company’s interests here have been 
exposed by these frequent mutinies among the seapoys, lead us again to re- 
present to you, the indispensable necessity of keeping up such a body of English 
troops at, this settlement as may of themselves be a sufficient security to your 
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possessions, and always overrule the countrv forces w'liicli tlie great extent of 
our connections now' obliges us to keep up. although we can have but little 
dependance on their fideiitv and attachment. The establishment of 26^10 
Europeans mentioned in your letter of the 30th December 1762 if ahvavs keni 
compieat of effective men, we think might answer tiiis purpose. At present 
tve w'ant about sixteen hundred men to fill up this establishment, and as vou 
are acquainted with the number embarked on the ships not vet arrived, we 
hope you wdll take the earliest opportunity to compieat the tvhole and allow 
at least five hundred men annually to recruit and keep it so. 

14. We must also recommend to vour attention the continuine to send 
out every year a number of cadets, and that all possible care be taken to chuse 
such young men as may by having been bred at Woolwich, or otherwise, be 
best quaiifyed to make officers. 

15. As you will perceive by the detail of vour military concerns the great 

number of men in your service who are to be furnished with arms, vou must 

^ #■ 

be sensible how inadequate the supply w'hich vou have sent this year are [szc] 
for that purpose, and we hope you will not fail to comply with our indent of 
last season for 6000 stand with bayonets and flints of at least 200,000. 

16. The Nabob ^vas with our army at Patna the whole campaign but his 
troops as we have before observed were of little service against the enemy, 
neither can they at any time be depended on, for which reason we have been 
under the necessity of encreasing the number of our seapoys to a very great 
degree. We have now' eighteen battalions making with officers near thirteen 
thousand men. 


7 Augt. 
4 Sept. 


17. We have also found it absolutely necessary from the experience of 
the last campaign to keep in our service a body of horse sufficient to secure 

our army against the distresses to which they must otherwise 
be exposed by the cavalry of the enemy. One or two troops 
of European cavalry will by no means answer this pm'pose, 
as w'e acquainted you in our advices of last season. But it is judged that two 
or three thousand good country horse may be so disposed under the conduct 
of European officers as effectually to cover our army from being alarmed, and 
harrassed, although the number of the enemy may exceed them tenfold, which 


is at present the case with Shuja Dowda. Therefore as the Nabob has no 
one in his pay that can be depended on for this service, we have come to the 
resolution of raising two thousand of the best country horse at Patna, 
and ordering the officers lately belonging to the European cavalry to do duty 
with them. 


18. But as by these additional forces we have taken upon us in a manner 
the entire defence of these provinces, and relieved the Nabob from the greatest 
part of his mihtary charges, it is just that he should provide for this encrease 
of expence by further assignments out of the revenues of the countrv. 

19. It was of great consequence to settle this point with the Nabob as 
soon as possible ; the regulation and restriction of the private trade conform- 
ably to the intent of vour commands of the 8th of February w'as another 
point necessary to be adjusted wdth the Nabob, whose complaints on that 
subject have been very frequent and a third point was a provision for the 
reimbursement of the losses of the merchants in the late war. 
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Hriviw^ prevailed on. tiie i\abob to come down to Calcutta to regulate 
those affairs lie^ set out from Patna the latter end of July and arrived here 

the second of this month. After many conferences it was 
at last a^rcLd that he should pay five laaks of rupees a 
rnorith for the support of our extraordinary military 
expences, so long as it shall be necessary foi the security 
to keep up such a number of forces. Of these two laaks are 
hatna and\hree at Cossimbuzar, the payments to commence 
August last, as it was in the course of that month that Major 
hlunro began to talie into the service the beforenientioned body of horse. 


4 Sepr. 

5 Do 

i 3 Doo 

15 Sepr. 

the couiitrv 
to be paid at 
from the is 


21. We have also regulated the payment of the restitution to the 
nicrchanis and are now emploved in putting the private trade under such 

restrictions as we flatter ourselves will prevent any further 
" comolaints from the coun.trv government, and fulfill the 

purpose of Amur commander[s 2 Cj on this subject. 

22. Upon the whole, we hope to transmit to your honor by the first ship 
from hence, a well regulated system for conducting all those matters which 
concern vour connection with the country government ; such a one as may 
give a future prospect of lasting tranquillity to these provinces. 


We are with the greatest respect 
Hon'ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient faithfull 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart / J. Spencer / C. S, 
Fort William, Plavdell / Warren Hastings / Sami, 

the 27th September 1764. Middleton / Ralph Leycester / John 

[Per Devonshire] Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 6 NOVEMBER 1764 

Court informed of victory over the forces of Shujaud-Daulah at 

Buxar, 

To the Honhle the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Ivlerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs. 

L Although we have your own ship the Devonshire at present under 
dispatch, and think she may possibly arrme tvith you as soon as this con\myance 
of a Dutch ship dispatched by the Governor and Council of Houghley, yet 
we do not chuse to omit any probable opportunity of giving you the earliest 
hiieliigence of a signal victory gained by your army over the forces of Shuja 
Dowda at Buxar^ on the 23rd of October. The particulars we received in a 
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letter from iMajor 2vlunro dated the 25th, and for vour honois further inioi 
mation, we transmit you enclosed a copv of the said letter, and the papei 
which accompanied it. 


2. Major Munro’s dispatches to the Government shall be sent vith our 
further advices bv the Devonshire. 

In the mean time we bee leave to conmatuiate vour honors on this ini- 

O O » 

portani event, which we have great reason to expect, will be the means of 
speedily restoring tranquillity to these provinces. 


We are with the greatest respect 
Honhle Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithfoll 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart / J. Spencer / C. S. 
Fort William, Plavdell / Warren Hastings / John John- 

the 6th November 1764, stone / Sami. Middleton / R. Levcester / 

[Per Devonshire] John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1764 

Details of the ’war ■with Shiijaud-Datilah and Oasim Ali Klian — overtures 
for peace by Shah Alam and Shujaud-Daulah turned down by the English — 
surrender of Rohtasgarh — Major Mum o’ s offensive action against the enemy 
praised — battle of Biixar, a decisive victory — surrender of Mir Oasim and 
cessio7i of territory up to Benares dejjianded — complaints of Mir Jafar on the 
subject of mland trade — payment by Mir Jafar of extraordinary military 
expenses — Major Miiriro recommended m high terms — reflections on Major 
Carnac^s military conduct. 


T G the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble United Com- 


pany of IMerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. By the general adidces transmitted to you by the way of Madrass, 
under date the 27th September last, you tvere informed of the invasion of 
these provinces by Shuja Dowla ; of the repulse he met with on the 3rd of May, 
in an attack upon our army then intrenched near the -walls of the city of 
Patna, and of his retiring towards the end of that month back, over the Soane, 
and taking up his quarters at Buxar. You w^ere informed likewise, of our 
resolution to attack him there, if he did not retire before the breaking up 
of the rains and comply with our other demands. 

2, The King Shah Aulum accompanied Shujah Dowla in this expedition, 
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professing at die same lime, an intire disapprobation of the measure, and when 

die Nabob came down to Calcutta, Shitabroy, who was 
Ccns. 1 formerlv emploved in negotiations between us and the King, 


^ -r 


be Shahzada; came along with him, and brought letters from the 


King and Shujah Dow la, expressing a great desire to enter into a friendly 
negotiation with us, and proposing that we should send one or more 


gentlemen to the court for that purpose, and direct the commanding officer 
of our army, to refrain from hostilities. The Nabob and Shitabroy very 
much pressed our compliance with this overture, but as we apprehended that 
such a condescension on our part while Shujah Dowla remained in arms on 
this side the Carumnassa, instead of procuring us the satisfaction we had 
a right to expect, w’ouM seem rather to feed his pride, and encourage him to 
prolong the war, wu therefore gave him for answer in plain and friendly 
terms, that while he continued with his armv within the limits of the Bengal 
provinces, and gave protection to the murderers^ of our friends, we could 


put no trust in any of his professions, nor think of sending gentlemen to treat 
with him. We determined not to suffer ourselves to be amused by his pro- 
posal, but to pursue with foniness, the advantage, we hoped our army might 
gain by taking the field early, and accordingly, when we acquainted Major 
3tIunro with the substance of bbujah Dowlab letters and our answer, we directed 
him not to pay the least regard to this negotiation, but to continue his pre- 
parations with the same diligence as before, and open the campaign as soon 
as he con\ eniently could., and in case of Shujah Dowla^s advancing towards 
Patna, we gave k as our opinion, that he tvould have an advantageous oppor- 
tunity of attacking him, wKile he was attempting to cross the Soane, but if 
on the other hand Shujah Dowla kept his station at Buxar, we advised that 
he should march and attack him there, and prosecute the war against him with 

the utmost vigour, until he was brought to submit to the re^asonable terms 
wu demanded. 


3. While these preparations were making, Cossim Alv Cawn’s people, who 
were left in charge of the fort of Rotas, offered to surrender it to us upon 

certain conditions, which being agreed to, Major Munro sent 
^ detachment who were accordingly put in possession of the 
fort, and we keep a small garrison there. 


4. Our army was cantoned during the rains, partly at Patna, partly 
at hloneer on the banks of the Soane, and partly at Chupperah on the 
other side of the Ganges. Major hlunro, with the troops from Patna, 
joined those at Moneer the 9th of October, and Major Champion with 
the troops from Chupperah, was ordered to cross the Ganges above the 
Soane, and take post on the banks of that river, so as to secure the 
passage of the rest of the army which otherwise might have been opposed 
by the enemy wiih great advantage, as the men, artniery and baggage, 
were obliged to cross in boats, the Soane being not yet^ fordable. The 
orders were executed with such briskness and punctuality that the enemy 
had not time to give the least opposition, and the passage was effected without 
difficulty ; but before we pursue the further march of the army, and speak 
of the success which attended it, we must stop to do justice to Major Munro’s 

merit, m surmounting the difficulties he had to encounter before he began 

ms march, ^ 




mm 
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5. His utmost care and vigilance was employed in reforming all the dis 
orders of the army, and particularly in conquering that mutinous spirit, which 

had so long prevailed, and of which the last instance was 
Cons. 24 Sepr. ^ battalion of sepovs, who marched off with their arms, 

demanding an encrease of pay and prize money. Major 
Munro brought them all back prisoners, executed 27 according to the sentence 
of a court martial, and broke the battalion with infamy, by which example 
and a constant and regular course of discipline, he brought both the soldiers 
and sepoys under due command. His next attention was to secure the army 
from a want of provisions after taking the field, for which purpose he, with 
the assistance of Mr. Billers, the Chief of Patna, embarked a sufficient quantity 
for twm months service in boats, which accompanied the army, and secured 
himself by this precaution, against all the difficulties to which he might other- 
wise have been exposed bv the superiority of the enemy’s cavalry. 

6. Thus prepared, he crossed the Soane in the manner before mentioned, 
and marched towards the enemy wdio gave him little opposition in the way, 

but waited wdth their wffiole force and a numerous artillery 
Cons. 1st Isom. Buxar. The armies came to a general engagement on 

the 23rd of October, and our troops gained the most compleat victory possible. 
The enemy fled across the Carumnassa with the utmost precipitation leaving 

their whole camp standing, and about 150 pieces of cannon. 
For a more particular account of the action w^e beg leave 
to refer you to Major Munro 's letter of the 25tii of which w’e have already 
transmitted a copy by a Dutch ship with a short address dated the 6th instant. 


Cons. 6 Novr. 


7. This victory has proved so compleat and decisive, that our troops meet 
with no further opposition. Alajor IMunro, in consequence of our directions 
that he should prosecute the w^ar against Shuja Dowia in the most effectual 
manner to force him to a compliance with our terms, is on his march through 
Gauzepoor, a part of Shuja Dowia’s dominions tow'ards Benaras, and we cannot 
too much commend his care in keeping the troops in order and securing the 
inhabitants of the country through which he passes, from the ruin and devasta- 
tion which is commonly seen on such occasions. Shuja Dowia himself has 
fled to Iliabad. The Kirig with Beny Bahadre- (Shuja Dowia’s principal officer) 
are at Benaras, from whence they have sent letters to the President and to 
Major Munro offering their alliance and desiring to know' w'hat are our terms.^ 
Having fully considered this subject in Consultation "the 6th of November, 
w^e resolved in the first place to insist on the performance of the conditions we 
have demanded from the beginning vizt., the delivery of Meer Cossim, Sumro 
and our deserters, and in consideration of the risque and expences of the w^ar 
as w'ell as to assert our superiority, we determine to keep possession of the 
country as far as Benaras and to apply the revenues to your benefit ; if Shu j ah 
Dowda'will comply with these terms w'e shall be ready to enter into an agree- 
ment with him so far as that he shall not assist our enemies nor w'e his ; if 
he still holds out W'e shall favour the designs of his competitors and do our 
utmost to drive him out of his dominions, and give the possession of them 
to the King: or some other who shall be named by him. 

8. Our view in requiring this cession of territory from Shujah Dowia is 
more to give a publick testimony to all the powers of India of the success of our 
arms in the unjust war he commenced against us, than the increase of retenue 



264 


LETTER TO COLTIT 


it niav bring. We do not wish to extend our connections beyond tvhat may 
appear necessarv for securing the future traiiquillitv of these provinces which 
is the iirst object of our consideration and if we enter into any further engage- 
ments they shall be such as tend to that point. 

9. If we were to be guided bv the law of retaliation, we might with great 


we were to De ^uiae< 


iiisdce refuse to hearken to anv terms from Shiija Dowla. He entered the 
province tvitii so high an opinion of his own strength that he scrupled not 
to make the most extravagant demands. In his first letter which is entered 
upon our Consultation of the 26ih April, he requires us in the most haughty 

terms to withdraw all our forces from the country and send them back to 

* 

Europe. Afterwards while he lay encamped near Patna, he demanded the 
surrender of the three provinces which he said the King had granted to his 
son : and next when he found he was not iikelv to meet with the success 
he had hrsi flattered himself with the hopes of, he contented himself with 
insisting upon the cession of the province of Bahar. We answered to all these 
demands that under the name of protector of the King’s country, he was 
himself the greatest destroyer, that we would defend our own rights and 
those of the Nabob to whom we are allied, and that we trusted in the event, 
we should free the King from the restraint in which he had kept him for some 
years for his own purposes, and concluded with warning him that we should 
carry the war out of this coimtrv into his. 

10. He has seen to his misfortune our declarations verified, and with this 
experience if he submits to the terms we have demanded and a peace is con- 
cluded with him, we think it will be his care in future to live in friendship 

with us. 

11. In our Consultation of the 17th October you will see the particulars 
of the Nabob s complaints on the subject of the inland trade and the restric- 

Con. 17 October resolved on in consequence of those complaints 

and your orders of the 8th Februarv 1764. It is true the 
Nabob in his last treaty^ of the 10th July 1763 expressly consented that all that 
trade should be free but as we have found bv repeatk experience that some 
branches of it are productive of continual disputes with the officers of the 
Government and the country people, we have endeavoured to distinguish those 
articles and resolved to prohibit all the Company’s servants and others livine 
under your protection from any further dealings in them ; at the same time 
we ffiought It reasonable to preserve such other parts of the priviledge granted 
us by the said treaty as had not been found productive of such disputes and 

Cods. 1st Xovr. y^P^amts. The orders we were about to give upon this 

subject have, however, been suspended upon the receipt of 
your commands of the 9th May 1764 where you inform us that vou shall send 

instructions concerning the 

SoTkf W Before the Nabob’s coming down, we had 

embed for the reasons mentioned in Consultation 3rd May and '^Ist Tulv 

f 1 n I P'J-?' “ "Bat way, should return to Calcutta 

_ . the oht December, which regulation has been published and orders riven 
m consequence to the subordinate factories. ^ e s given 

12. In your letter of the Sth Februarv 1764 vou mention the names of 
several free merchants agents in the country who appear to have been forward 
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in fomenting clispiires with the ofEcers of the coun 
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to the character of Mr. John Robinson, one of 
of. we must acquaini your honors that we n 


c 
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e. 
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2 r"? h" 


.ever recetvea arm corno: 
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A A w ^ C4i> ^ ^ «L •«. ^ 

nor had cause in any respect to be displea.sed with his conduct in carrvina cm 
his business. The only occasions in which his name has aoneared on our 

, i i 

proceedings have been such where he has found it necessarv to complain to 
his constituents of obstructions given to their business bv the officers of the 
Government. 


.j. 


The Nabob is vet here, and we have recommended liini to remain 
the arrival of Lord Clive, that he mav be on the spot to confer upon 
anv alterations that may become necessary in our intended nlan for limiting 

mt ^ « 4 ^ 

the private trade or anv fresh points of business that mav occur, in consequence 
of vour expected instructions bv the Kent. He has given necessa.ry orders to 
his officers at Patna and Moorsliedabad for the discharge of ifte live lacks per 
month for our extraordinary military expences as more particularly mentioned 
in our address of the 27th September last paragraphs 16 to 20. The Chiefs of 
Patna and Cossimbuzar factories have it in charge to receive this monev from 
the Nabob’s officers and we have been advised that the payments for August 
and September have been fullv discharged at both places. For a more distmet 
view of the present state of the expences of our armv in the field, w^e beg 
leave to refer vou to the Commissary’s General Books which are notv sent, 
ending April 1763 and shall be sent bv the other ships brought up to April 
1764, from the time of the armv taking the field last year under Major Adams 
up to the month of August when the monthly payment of five lacks com- 
mences as beforenientioned. The Nabob paid to the armv and our different 
factories about thirty five lacks of sicca rupees. As vet the particular state- 
ment of the Company’s expences and losses in that war is not compleated but 
tve judge, it will exceed the sum paid by the Nabob, although the amount 
paid exceeds by five lacks the sum stipulated bv the treaty. 

14. Since our last address Tvlajor Carnac delivered in a letter in answer 

to ours of the 5th of Tulv which is entered on Consultation 
^ ' the Stli of October and as vou will find the w’hole corres- 
pondence at length in our Consultations and books of letters, we beg leave to 
refer vou entirely thereto. 


15. IMr. Tinker has ffiven us notice in his letter dated the 6ih ins taut 

O 

of his intention to return to England with the squadron agreeably to His 
Majesty’s orders, and he will accordingly leave this River about the 20ih of 
next month. It is but just we should again assure your honors that Mr. Tinker 
has afforded every assistance in his power for promoting the success of vour 
affairs with the greatest readiness. 

16. The detail we have given of Major Tvlunro’s conduct in the beginning 
of this letter, speaks his merit as an officer in the strongest terms possible : 
but still we cannot conclude without repeating the high sense we entertain 
of his services and requesting that you will in justice thereto take a proper 
opportunity of recommending him to His Majesty’s favour. 

17. Major Carnac having further sent to the Board this dav a iettei 
addressed to him from the principal officers of the armv dated the 26th of July, 
by which it appears that they approve of his conduct during his last command 
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of tiie arniY, we therefore think the Major has justified himself as to his military 

conduct and is onlv hlanieable for not having informed the Board fully, at 

the time, of his own and the ofticers real opinion of the state of the army. 

For the particular sentiments of the different members of the Board, we beg 

leave to refer vou to the Consultation of this date. 

* 


We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient 
Fort William, humble servants, 

the 26ili Xovember 1764. J. Spencer / C. S. Playdeil / Ralph 

[Per Medzeay] Leycester / John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1764 

Return of Vansittart to England. 


T 0 the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. As vou have been regularly informed of all the occurrences in the 
affairs of this Presidency since you did me the honour to appoint me to the 
Government, nothing remains for me to say at quitting it but again to express 
my thanks for your repeated favours. I am extremely happy in leaving the 
country at a time when the signal success of our arms gives a prospect of 
so much security and tranquillity. 

2. The particular instructions^ which you were pleased to address to me 
singly under date the 9th of February 1764 shall be returned into your hands 
upon my arrival in London. You will see by your books of Consultations and 
country letters that I have never made the least use of the authority therein 
confided to me, and that immediately on the receipt thereof I wrote to the 
Nabob to assure him I had your orders to do every thing in my power for 
the establishment and support of his government. And my conduct towards 
him in all the intercourse w’e have had together has been conformable to this 
assurance. 


I most heartilv wish success to all 
respect 


your afEairs, and am with the utmost 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
Henry Van Sittart. 


Fort William, 

26th November 1764. 
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LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1764 

Shipping nen's — question of Company's investment vis-a-vis Dutch invest- 
ment — service matters — payment of Lord Clivers claims — establishment of 
constant communication with Madras by means of qasids — shares of European 
and other sufferers in the payments made by Mir Jafar — committee for the 
recovery of the losses sustained by merchants during the war with Mir Oasiin — ■ 
Vansittart resigns — list of bills of exchange. 


T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. We have already advised vou of the arrival of your ships, Caernarvon, 
Devonshire, Vansittart and Albany, and acknowledged receit of your commands 

of the 30th December 1763, 8th, 9th and 22nd of February 
1764. The Success Capt. Gardiner imported the 26th of 
October and brought us your further commands of the 10th April and 
9th Mav. 

2. We now proceed to reply to such parts of these several letters as require 
an answer and to give your honours a general account of affairs at this Presi- 
dency under the usual established heads ; and 


29 Octr. 


6 Octr. 


First of shipping 

3. The Albany having been detained at Fort St. George to be immediately 
returned to England, it remained with us to fix upon the destination of the 

other three ships. We have accordingly stationed the 
Caernarvon to carry the supply of saltpetre for Fort St. 
George, and be from thence dispatched home in the month of February, and 
the Devonshire and Vansittart to return directly from hence. 

4. We have the Devonshire at present under dispatch and we hope we 
shall be able to give the Vansittart her loading about the beginning of January. 
For our third ship, w'e depend on the arrival of the Bute from Batavia. 

5. We received a letter from Capt. Ivlaitland dated at Batavia the 2nd 
xA.ugust advising of his transactions at that place, and informing us at same 

time that the arrival there of the troops from Manilla had 
occasioned an application being made to him to assist in 
transporting them to IMadrass, as His Majesty’s ship Falmouth intended to 
repair at Batavia and proceed from thence to Europe. W^ith this application 
he intended to comply to which, w^e attribute his not yet appearing, supposing 
him to have gone to Madrass wdth those troops. 

6. We are advised from Fort St. George of the arrival of the Revenge, 
one of the ships employed in withdrawing the garrison from Manilla, The 


S October. 
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Octr. 


fi'ora Manilla at the same time, but was not advised 
avia when the Re-jenge left it. We learn from private 
dvices mat she had been obliged to put into borneo, and 


;a: 


at 


mat it was uncertain wnethei 


;r she niiffht continue her passage to Batavia or be 
aw'av for China. 


19 X< 


aoout 


m 


pi' 

SO mat trora the uncertainty also with respect to the Admiral 
deprived of two of the six ships we reckoned tipon for 


Oe 


under the necessity of bearing 

7. Bv letters from Bombay of the 30th of September, we find that the 

Lord Mansf.eld had not then arrived and of course we 
cannot help hein? iineasv for her safety as she left this River 

me end of March. 

Biu supposing that no misfortune happens to the Lord Mansfield, we 
conclude that her being so late, will prevent our receiving the ship, we expected 

from Bomba V, 

Pocock, VC shall 
Coast and Bav. 

9. From the consideration therefore of this circumstance together with 
the advantage it will be to the super cargoes to receive the supply of money 

intended for China without the burden of an additional 
tonnage, we determined to apply to Mr. Tinker to permit 
the x-irgo frigate to proceed to China with the treasure on 
the usual terms of freight. W ith this request iMr. Tinker has complied, and 
we think upon the whole it will be much more for the Company's interest, as 
besides the advantage above mentioned, the ship is extreamly handy to make 
che passage speedily bv the intended tract. 

10. We observe vour directions with respect to the four ships taken up to 

„ . bring out troops, and we shall settle accordingly with the 

agents for their several otvners. The Success Captain 
Gardiner was discharged from the Company’s service the 15th of this month. 

11. We enquired according to your orders for the journals of the outward 
bound voyage of the ships Norfolk and Chesterfield. The former we find was 

sent home to the owners in England with Capt. 
INIcConochies’ other papers and the latter we suppose from 
the information of Captain Duff, has also been transmitted among the papers of 
Capt. Alerchant. W e shall make it a rule in future to demand the journals 
of all ships that mav be taken up for the run to India. 

12. We have given directions to the warehousekeepers to prepare the 
rectified accounts you require of the Onslo’x^s cargoe from Europe and of 

3d Septr returning cargoes of the Drake and Hardwicke, and those 

papers will accordingly be transmitted in this ship’s packet. 

13. In the Export W arehousekeeper’s report, he has acquainted us with 
the result of his enquiries regarding the deficiencies in the bales per Pox which 
we beg leave to refer to vour honors observation. 

14. In consequence of your orders to the President relative to the infor- 
mation of contraband goods shipped on the Caernarvon^ we gave immediate 

''‘7 4 i 2 ot directions on her arrival for a strict search in the places of 

10 Septr pointed out in the information, but notwithstand- 

search was accordingly made without loss of time, 
and the Deputy Custom Master continued on board during 
the delivery of the greatest part of the cargo, there could be no discovery 


ist Octr. 
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made of anv of the articles mentioned or otlier illicit goods. For far 
culars, we refer you to the report of the Sub ^ 

Deputy Custom Master entered after our Consiiitatioiis of the 
and 22nd October. 


tuxx'wi tU/ca.^ 


muort W areliouse Kecoer ?^nd 

i ji. 
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15. The gentlemen of Fort Marlbro* finding it necessary to give some 
repairs to the Diligent snow belonging to their own establishment, dispatched 
, , her to us under the commander of the Sxren, and detained 

"^3 xA.d] 

that vessell there untill the Diligent shall return. We have 
accordingly giyen the Diligent the necessary repairs and she will soon be ready 
to sail for Fort Marlbro’. 


16. The Plassey^ Greyhound and Leopard^ the former belonging to Fort 
St. George and the other two to this establishment, have likewise been lately 
IS Tune returned from the West Coast. The Plassey has at the 

15 July desire of the gentlemen at Fort St. George been disposed 

1st Novr. of at publick sale, and we have also sold off the Greyhound. 

20 Augt. Leopard we purpose keeping as before, to go on 

occasional services to the other Presidencies. 


13 Augt. 


Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

17. Our last general sale of goods from Europe was made the 1st of August, 
and amounted to CRs. 4,54,218 as will more particularly appear by the 

account thereof transmitted in this ship's packet. Ey this 
account your honors will observe that none of the broad 
cloth sold to advantage, excepting the auroran, and that per pets continue 
entirely out of demand. We have therefore formed our indent for woolens 
according to the run of those sales, and the large account of remains in the 
warehouse leaving it to your honors to do further therein as you shall think 
proper. 

18. In this indent we have desired a supply of five thousand pair of strong 
shoes for the use of vour military. This quantity will now’ be fullv wanted 
according to the establishment which you propose for this Presidency, and as 
it is an article so highly essential for preserving the health of the men when 
engaged in service during the rains, we shall depend on vour ordering it to 
be fully complied with. Any advance you may think proper, shall be charged 
upon this article in like manner as upon the hats which we indented for last 
season and have now repeated. 

19. On the 8th of October the Import Warehouse Keeper reported to 
us that there had been landed from a country ship from Madrass five bales 

of ordinary broad cloth of different colours and assortments 
from what are usually sent out by the Company, and 
desired our orders thereupon. We immediately directed them to be confiscated 
and sold at publick outcry, and enclosed in the packet is an account of the 
sales, the amount of which has been brought to the Company’s credit. 

20. We have received by the several ships of this season the consign- 
ment of IMadeixa wine ; the condition and quality thereof will appear bv 


25 Octr. 
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the Warehouse Keeperh report which goes a number in the packet; but 

we must further remark to vour honors that the quantity 
22d Novr. inadequate to the wants of your servants alone, 

exciusive of the inhabitants of the settlement, as will appear by the distri- 
bution entered on our Consultation of the 5th of hsovemher. The number 
of servants both on vour civil and militarv lists is now' so much increased 
that there will aiwavs be wanted for their use only at least three hundred 
pipes, we hope therefore that vou will enlarge the export of this article as far 
as vou possibly can. 

21. In our indent from the military store house, you tvill find no further 
demand for heavy cannon, the supplies we have received from the other settle- 
ments and His Alajesty's ships, particularly the Med^d:ay and York proving 
fullv sufficient for the use of our fortifications. The account remains from 
that office will shew vou the number now in store exclusive of those from the 
Med’xay and York not vet brought to account as they are not all landed, 
but we find it impossible to distinguish what part of these have been taken 
during; the war, as the lists we received with those from the other settlements 
did not explain how thev came into the Company's stores. As this heavy 
article of the military indent will no longer interfere, we hope it will enable 
vou to comply fully with the other articles and we here beg leave to repeat 
the absolute necessity for vour sending the full number of muskets and 
bayonets. 


Lre. 27 Septr., 
Para. 7. 


22, We advised you in our last address of our resolution to set apart ten 
lacks of rupees for the assistance of the China trade, and you are informed 

in the 9th paragraph that we have requested hir. Tinker 
to permit the Argo frigate to carry the consignments to 
China, having no ship of our owm to spare. In pursuance 
of this resolution, we have purchased of the owners of the hlocha ship and 
other persons, a quantity of bullion to the amount of about six lacks of rupees, 
and we have passed an order to the Mint Master to melt down into ingots 
of dollar standard, such sums as can be spared out of the treasury from our 
other occasions ; by those means we expect to be able to compleat the sum 
intended of ten lacks, by the 10th of December, when we shall immediately 
dispatch the Argo wdth it to China. 


23. The Presidency of Fort Marlbro’ have transmitted to us their usual 


19 Novemr. 


indent for stores which we have ordered to be prepared by the proper 

officers. A small part of the rice and seventy five chests 
of opium, we purpose to forward by the Diligent snow 
the beginning of next month and the remainder of the indent we shall 
transport on the Deopard snow to hladrass to be forwarded from thence on the 
Admiral Watson W'hich w'e are advised will arrive from Batavia in the month 
of Tanuarv. 


24. We informed you in our last of the supplies of saltpetre intended for 

Fort St. George and Bombay. The whole of tlie Fort St. George supply will 

be laden on the Caernarvon ; that for Bombay we propose to encrease, as our 

own demand mav allow, to thirty six or forty thousand maunds and we have 

• * ^ 

already freighted on different vessells, of that quantity, thirty two thousand 
maunds. 
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Thirdly of investments 

25. Nocwithstanding tlie regular collection of our own revenues and the 
discharge of the monies which the Xabob engaged to pav, the expences of 
our army has occasioned such large drafts on our treasurv that it has not 
been in our power to supply the sums required to compleat the investment. 
We judge, however, that the cargoes of our three ships will not fall short of 
thirty lacks of rupees, to which is to be added the amount of the saltpetre 
supplied the other settlements. 

26. We are concerned to perceive that vour honors still entertain an 
opinion, that the Dutch investment exceeds ours both in quantitv and quality. 
It is an opinion very different from the judgement we are led to form from 
the experience and informations we get here, for as to the quantity, we are 
credibly assured that the invoice of one of their ships does not usually exceed 
four lacks of rupees and we know that for these four years past, they have 
only dispatched three and usually but two ships to Europe in a season ; this 
also agrees with the informations from our gomastahs at the auriings, which 
assure us that their purchases fall far short of ours. As to the quality, if there 
is any truth in the repeated remonstrances of the Dutch Directore to the 
President, our gomastahs have the first choice of the goods at every place, and 
they can only purchase what we refuse in the sorting. 

27. Now we are speaking on this subject it may not be improper to 
explain to you the nature of the Directore^s complaints ; the manner of con- 
ducting our investments is to make advances to the weavers early in the season 
and take contracts for the delivery of goods to their amount agreeable to 
muster. The Directore argues that this is an undue advantage and that the 
weavers have an equal right to sell to their gomastahs for ready money in 
the middle or latter end of the season ; but as we have an undoubted title 
to a preference for the risk and interest of our money, and there is no certainty 
in providing goods but by this method of advancing, we have always asserted 
the justness of our proceedings, acquainting them at same time that we give 
strict orders to our gomastahs not to obstruct them in carrying on their business 
in any manner they think proper. The proceedings of the Committee of 
Aurungs^ of the 15th and 29th of May treat fully on this subject. 

28. We are endeavoring to obtain a certain account of the Dutch exports 
for one or more seasons. In the mean time from the above circumstances we 
cannot help concluding that your informations with respect to their investment 
must be very ill grounded. Upon the whole we beg leave to assure you that 
your own investment has alw'ays been conipleated as far as our supplies of 
money would admit and we have never failed to do our utmost to remedy 
all the defects in quality that have been pointed out to us in your list 
of investment, and in every respect to keep up the fabrick of the different 
assortments. 

29. It is probable the Dutch investment may have been enlarged in this 
and the last season by our inability to supply money for compleating the pur- 
chases we ordered, and from the same reason our cloths will 

Cons. 1st October, appear enhanced in their price, the same number of servants 

continuing in pay at the aurufigs although the quantity of pieces falls short. 
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Lre. 19 Dec 
65. 

Para 99. 


WY- informed vou in our General Letter by the Osterly that we should 

no: ie: the Dutch have any share of the saltpetre of that year unless we had 

more than sutheient for our own occasions. They made no 

further application on the subject, which no doubt was 

owine to their beirm- sensible, thev could have no rieht to 

exucct anv indulgence from us after such a dealing on their part. The new 

^ -r. Directore and Council revived the application at the end of 

Cons. -2 Dccr. ^ 

1765. ' ~~ last vear, thereupon we resolved to give them die share 

No. 36S of 1765. before aereed on and have accordinelv ordered their third 

O O 

to be delivered to their factorv at Patna. 


31. Aereeablv to vour orders we have increased Mr. Delaports sailary to 
Cons. 3 Septr. three hundred pounds per annum. In the course of this 

1764. last season he has been empioved in making a ch'cuit of the 

Calcutta a linings and lias delivered us in a report of the remarks which occurred 
to him on the difEcrent assortments. The Export Warehouse Keeper has had 
strict directions to attend to these remarks and we forward a copy of them in 

this ship's packet for vour further observations. IMr. Dela- 
Cons. oO October, jg about to visit the factories of hlaulda and Patna, 

and upon the whole we have reason to be satisfied with his attention and 
endeavors to improve the investment. 

32. We have ordered this year 200 chests of opium to be provided at 

Pama for the service of the West Coast, and one hundred 

Cons. 19 Novemr. and fiftv chests are now on the wav down, of which we shall 

* 

immediately dispatch seventy five chests by the Diligent as 
mentioned in the 23rd paragraph. 


33. As our investment this season will still be deficient, we had resolved 
to limit the drafts on vour honours to the sum of fifteen lacks, but finding that 

we should be difficulted to raise the money for China, and 
Cons, -- October. same time that much more money would offer to he 

remitted home than that sum, we have encreased it to twenty lacks bevond 

_ _ which we shall not draw this season. You will observe by 

Cons. 12 Novenir, i i , 

the postscript that we have accordingly granted by this ship, 
bills for fifteen lacks, and the remainder shall be drawn by the other 
dispatches. 


Fourthly of fortificaiions and buildings 


34. Capt. Fleming iVIartin arrived in the V ansi t tart and agreeably to your 
appointment has taken upon him the charge of the fortifications. The chief 
^ work %vhich was done in the Fort to the end of last season, 

ons. - Septr. compleating the barracks and the Calcutta and water 


gates together with the outworks to the northward, as will more particularly 
appear by the Engineer’s letter entered after the Consultation of the 4th June. 
We then reminded him that the facing of the counterscarp of the ditch should 
always be considered as a principal object untill it was finished, and it is now 
almost compleated to the northward of the Fort. 


o5. As Captain hlartin transmits to vour honors bv this ship a plan of 
the Fort with a full state of ali the different works at the time he took charge, 
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we shall refer you for further particulars on this siibjec' 
plan. 

36. W e had great reason to be satisfied with the conduct and apuheation 
of Capt. Polier daring the time he continued to act as Engineer. He has now 
proceeded to the army with the command of a Companv of Pioneers, and we 
beg leave to recommend him to your honours as an oScer deserving; vour notice 
irom his diligence and capacity as wxli as being a proper person to succeed 


again to the same charge in case of a vacanev 


n 

O/ . 


In consequence of the resolution which we advised von of in the 
63rd paragraph of our letter of the i9th December 1763, we had proceeded to 
collect all the necessary informations with a view of constructin'^ a fort at 
Chittagong and a plan for the work itself had been transmitted to us bv Capt. 
Lieut. Burghall, but as in your commands of this season vou disapproved of 
any such work, we immediately forbid [sicl the Chief and Council from beo‘inin<y 
upon it, and only dhected them to send us a plan for a factory to consist of the 
necessary appartments for the residence of your servants and warehouses for 
conducting the business ; and such a plan w'e have now before us to determine 
upon. 


Cons. 1st Novt. 


Fifthly of rents and revenues 

38. On the subject of the revenues, w^e have nothing new' to mention bv 
this opportunity. The settlements of the three provinces of Burdwan, Midna- 
pore and Chittagong, as well as of the Calcutta lands continue on the same 
footing as last year : and all possible diligence is exerted in making the collec- 
tions agreeable thereto. yet the statements of the year ending last April 
have not been compleated and adjusted by the Committee of Lands.- WThen 
they are, such observations as occur shall be noticed to vour honors bv one of 
the other ships. And we have given directions that the rents arising from 
the salt farms shall be stated according to your directions under a distinct head. 

39. In this ship’s packet w'e transmit you a copv of the report of an assay 
of four rupees coined in our mint and a like number from the mint at 

Moorshedabad, wLich w’e ordered to be made in conse- 
quence of the Nabobs mentioning to the President that our 
rupees had fallen below^ the standard of those coined in his mints ; but it 
appears on the contrary by the Assay blaster’s report that ours upon the 
average are better about one per niille. It is observable, how^ever, that the pro- 
cess of melting and refining in this country must be very 
uncertain as hardly any two rupees are found to be exactly 
of the same fineness. We understand also that for w^ant of a sufficient know'- 
ledge in the process of melting and refining, and some necessary utensils 

for that branch of business, there arises a loss of bullion 
Cons. 15 iSo^emr. happen in Europe. We have therefore under 

consideration the remedying these losses and inconveniencies as far as possible 
with the assistance of the xLssay blaster, bir. Campbell. 

40. The Nabob has paid up the full money agreeable to his treaty of last 
year, and has since granted further monthly assignments for defraying the 
encreased mihtary expences, as you will be more particularly informed by our 
Separate Letters on country affairs. 

Vol. W~18 


Cons. 12 Novr- 
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servants and their accounts 


1 1 ! 

t Z 


v^OHS. 


In consequence of vour commands of the Sih of February 1764, Major 
Cariiac, Air, Baison and Mr. Johnstone were dismissed from 
16 July. service, but on the receipt of your letters of the 10th 

Cons* April and 9th Alay, Major Carnac and Air. Johnstone were 

restored to their stations as was also Air. Francis Charlton, 
am'eeablv to vour orders of the 22nd of February. 

O « 1^ 


42. Upon the dismission or Air. Johnstone, we appointed Air. Alarriott to 
be Chief at Burdwan, but when Air. Johnstone tvas re-admitted to the service, 
we restored him again to that chief ship, understanding this to be the sense of 
your orders, and Air. Charlton had been for the same reason appointed second 
at Dacca. Hotvever, we should be glad of vour sentiments wiiether it is vour 
intentions that a Tontleman thus restored to vour service after being: dismissed 

O # O 


is entitled to all the appointments he held before his dismission. In favour of 
this title it is are:ued that bv restoring a servant vou mean to restore him to all 
his former advantages, and it niav be urged on the other side that another 
servant who has succeeded to the appointments of the one dismissed and 
regulated his affairs accordingiv is exposed to an unmerited loss and incon- 
veniencies bv such immediate chang:e. 


43. This question may be considered in two lights, one, where a senior 
servant has succeeded to the affairs of a junior servant dismissed, of which there 
is an example in the case of Mr. Ellis and AIcGwire, where the Board 
considering the seniority of Mr. EUis, continued him Chief of Patna ; and 
another where a junior servant has succeeded to the affairs of a senior servant 
dismissed of which we have an instance in the case of Air. Alarriott and 
Air. Johnstone, where Air. Alarriott being junior w^as recalled from the Chief- 
ship of Burdwnn. AVe therefore request that you will consider the whole sub- 
ject and give us such explicit directions as may occasion no doubt here. 


44. On receit of vour orders of the 8th of February, we simified to 
Air. AAAtts the part thereof which related to him, and received an answer which 
is entered on Consultation the 16ih July, explaining the reasons for his conduct 
in the point thereon mentioned, and these reasons being deemed entirely satis- 
factory we immediately restored him to his station in the Council. 

0 d 


45. Judging it necessary on account of the importance of the collections 
of Alidnapore and its being a frontier province, to appoint a member of the 

Council at that station and finding at same time that it 
Cons. 25 Octobr. corresponds with your opinion expressed in vour letter of 

the 8th of February, we have appointed Mr. Watts to that residency in the 
room of Air. Beaumont who was deshous of returning to Calcutta in order 
to prepare for his passage to Europe. 


46. 2Vlr. Middleton has succeeded Air. Watts as Resident at the Nabob's 

Court and Air. Marriott is appointed chief of an establish- 
ment intended for collecting the revenues of such part of 
Shuja Dowlas country as w^e may become possessed of either by conquest or 

treaty. For the other appointments among the civil 
Coes. 15 Novemr. scj-y^nts since our last, we refer vou to the usual list 

transmitted in the packet. 
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47. We are to inform you of ihe death of Messrs. William St 
Robert Brown, factors, the former the 2ist of Ausust and the latter the 3rd 
instant, and Mr. Henrv Hii 2 :e:iRson, writer, the 22iid of October, all of fevers. 
We are also to mention the death of hlr. Humi Cameron the 16:: 

O 

last of a dvssenterv. In him you have lost a verv useful servant. 


u. 


,\ larch 


48. However, we have been fortunate enou^^li to en 


errs Cr 


is room a 


young gentleman Pxamed James Rennell" who is extremely 
well versed in the business of survevinc: and has alreadv 
iven great proofs of his diiigeiice and capacitv in making a survey of the 


Cons. 9 i\.pril 


O 


meat river. 


4^ 


^9. All the writers of this season are arrived and have been disposed as 
assistants in the different offices, but we must remark that we still experience 
a great deficiency of hands for conducting your business in its present enlarged 
state. 

50. The occurrences in vour miiitarv list of casualties and promotions have 
since the commencement of the war become so numerous, that we find it incon- 
venient to narrate them in the bodv of our letter. We have therefore had 
recourse to seperate lists which we forward in the packet, and we shall take the 
libertv to observe the same method in future. 

51. Mr. Sami. Barthol. Case who came out a writer in the year 1761, having 
ever since his arrival in the countrv, laboured under a verv bad state of health, 

« f 

is now obliged to return to England for his recovery. We 
Cons. 25 Octobr. accordinglv permit him to take passage on the Devonshire 

and having reason to commend his diligence and good behaviour since he has 
been in the service, w'e hope vour honours will not refuse him your licence to 
return to his station, should he recover his health. 

52. On tlie same ship takes his passage Capt. John Green of the artillery 
wiio has been obliged to resign the service on account of his bad health. By 

the certificate vre have given him of his service, you will 
Cons. 12 No\einr. ^]aat he has acted in all the different degrees of an 

officer in the corps of artillerv, and w^e should do him great injustice if we ivere 
not to assure vour honors that he has been of remarkable use to the Company 
in each of those degrees and that in him they experience the loss of a very 
deserving and skilful officer. 

53. Capt. John NoUekens who was wounded in the action of the 3rd of 
Mav near Patna, made an application to us some time after, setting forth that 

as his w'ound had disabled him for further field service it 
Cons. 20 August intention to return to England, but that not having 

acquired any fortune, he should be unable to maintain himself unless your 
honors would condescend to continue his pay to him for life. We made 
answ^er that being sensible of the length and fidelity of his service, we should 
not fail to recommend his case to your consideration and hoped it wmuld meet 
with the desired effect ; and we doubt not of your compliance with so reason- 
able an application. 

54. In consequence of the death of Major Knox, wx promoted Capt. Giles 

Stibhert to the vacant majority, and upon the arrival of 
Sr. Robert Fletcher in consequence of vour directions that 
he should stand next after Major Knox, we gave him a 

commission senior to Majors Champion and Stibhert. 


Cons. 21st May 
Cons, 20 Septr. 
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55. To prevent Capt» Pembles being superceded by junior officers on our 
establislinient being promoted, to be blajor. we also gave him a brevet for that 

rank whilst he should remain in the command of the 
Bonibav Detachment servins; under this Presidency, of which 


Cons, iS Tune 


appoHitnient 

approbation. 

56, The 


tiie 


Governor and Council of Bonibav have signified their 


Cons. Z6 Novemr. 


acanev occasioned in our cliaplaincv bv the return of Air. Bowen 
to England was of course filled up bv the Revd. hlr. Parry, 
but the Revd. hlr. Hurst having also resigned the service to 
return to Europe this season, we must request that you will appoint another 
chaplain for this Presidency as soon as possible, 

57. We take the libertv auain to mention hlr. Beniamin Lacam who 
serves in the office of Muster Master at the New Fort as he sets forth to us, that 

a representation of his diligence and good behaviour, is the 
Cons. 19 Tsovemr. dependence he lias for obtaining an appointment upon 

vour list of covenanted servants. We beg leave also to recommend Mr. John 
Peiarce who has served for some time as a. monthlv assistant under the Secre- 
tarv, and has been mentioned bv him to us as being extreamlv diligent and 
in every respect qualified for an appointment in the service which he is desirous 
of obtaining. 

58. We mentioned in out letter of the 19Eh of March 1764, that agreably 
to your orders, w*e had refused payment of Lord Clive's jaghiier upon the 

„ ^ demand of hds attornev. Soon after we received a letter 

Cons. 25 April from the Nabob insisting that the amount of the jaghuer 
Cons. 7 INIay should be paid to him. if the Company has forbid the 
Cons,. 22 Novemr. of it to Lord Clive and this claim being deemed 

unquestionable, we accordingiv paid to the Nabob the amount then due. In 
conformity to vour last orders of the 9th of Mav, w’e shall continue to make 
the payments as usual to Lord Clive or his attornies. 

59. We have found it necessary to add one hundred rupees a month to 
die allowances of your chaplains and head surgeons at the Presidency. The 

great increase of expences especially in the article of house 
Cons. I Novemr. occasioned bv the increased number of inhabitants of 

all denominations, bears particularly hard on the gentlemen in those stations 
who have no prospect of further advancement and for the most part have 
families to support. 

60. We have for some rime established a constant correspondence with 
Madrass by land by the means of stage cossids, which has been attended with 

all the advantage we could expect, both in regard to the 
pubilck affairs and the conveniencies of trade, and w^e have 
lately stationed an English gentleman resident at Ballasore, another at Cuttack 
and another bettveen that and Vizagapatam, to pav those cossids and see 
that they do their duty so that the packets mav meet with no delays. 

61. Mr. Burdett represented to the Board that in the month of March 
last, he paid money into the treasury for a sett of bills on the Company and 

transmitted the first bill bv the ship Pigot. But having 
Cons. 15 Noiemr. |Qg|- qj. nijs| 3 _id the other three bills, he requested we 

w'ould either grant him 5th and 6th bills or such certificates as might serve 


Cons. 14 Febv, 
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him to recover payment, should the first 
Particulars of the said bills are as follows: 


biu not 


aaTi\ e 


'cl i 




.and. 


The 15th hlarch 1754, a sett of bills drawn bv the G 
Council at Fort \Villiam on the Court of Directors. 


o'cern ji 


a' 


:a 


11^ ^ C> 

JL 


Messrs. Thomas and Charles Burden for £St. 3,844- i4-2 at 
value received here of Jno. Burden CRs. 32,954-10-6. 


abl 


e to 


Jt>3 cavs si'Err 


In consequence of the a.bove representation, we referred to our treasurv book 
and found this sum to have been paid in as specihed : we therefore are to 
request that notwithstanding anv accident mav befall the first bill, vou will 
cause the amount of the sett to be discharged. 


Seve}ithl\ of accounts 

62. The General Books of this Presidency ending April 1760. were forward- 
ed bv the Boscacsen. The sett ending April 1761 now goes in the Devonshire, 
and we have the pleasure to observe by the Deputy Accompiant’s letter 
that twn more setts will be readv to go this season. After hlr. Dacresb 
appointment to Patna, Mr, Richard Barweli wns ordered to bring up those 
books, and we think that great merit is due to him for his diligence 
and attention in bringing this hea\w work on to so great forwardness in so 
short a time. 

63. We are surprised equally with you at the demand made by 12 gentle- 
men, late inhabitants of Calcutta for account of tbe restitution stipulated by 
the Nabob Meer Jafiier in his treaty*^ of 1757 to be paid to the European 
sufferers in the capture of Calcutta the preceeding year. Their demand is 
entirely erroneous and groundless as w'e shall plainly evince. 

64. First w^e must premise that we have examined the original treaty and 
the term is ‘‘rupees” and not ‘‘sicca rupees”, but supposing it had been sicca 
rupees, the Company were bv no means answerable for the performance of 
[rzc] and all that can be required of them is to account with the concerned for 
as much as they received into their treasury, and moreover supposing that 
sicca rupees had been specified in the treaty and that the Company were 
answerable for the performance of the stipulation, yet the charge of 20 per cent, 
to bring the siccas to Calcutta currency is most unjust, for the regular and 
established batta on sicca rupees has always been 16 per cent, nor have they 
ever been passed at a higher rate, but at on a particular period and that for a 
very short time. 

65. The complainants set forth in their bill that the amount of claims 
delivered into the commissioners, before the 13th October 1757, amounted 
to thirtv nine lacks, fiftv four thousand seven hundred and twenty two rupees 
(39,54,722), which with the 20 per cent interest allowed thereon, amounted to, 
forty seven lacks, forty five thousand six hundred and sixty six rupees (47,45,666V 
Perhaps the amount of claims brought before the commissioners to that day 
might be the sum they have specified, but the commissioners sat for three 
years aftenvards and passed in the whole claims, amounting, as you will find 
by the enclosed list extracted from the book of dividends, to the principal 
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f:v thousand, rdne hundred and thirteen rupees 


4-) 1 


. 43 , 50 , 913 - 12-3 


Pi n n f Pi r f n> f* n T"''*, r , ’ *' 

lacivs 

^ ■? X- 


rtv lour tnou; 


Lssed for interest at 20 per cent, was eight 
and and nine rupees five annaes and 


SIX pice 


and the amount of intereLst at 6 per cent further passed, on 
iTGods reccrcered. was fo rtr one thousand, nine hundred and 
nineteen rupees ten annaes and six pice 


8,54,009- 5-6 


4L919-10-6 


makine altotteiher the sum of dftv two lacks, fortv six thousand 

e.. O 

eishr hundred, and fortv two rupees twelve annaes and 


tiirec piCL' 


... 52,46,842-12-3 


66. AVe must here remark that the European sufferers’ proportions, out 
of the first pavinents made by the Nabob did not pass at all through the 
Company’s iieasury. the commissioners received, and divided it to the sufferers 
themselves, but finding this created a great deal of confusion, they afterwards 
requested of the Governor and Council, that the monev might be received 
in the Company’s cash, and issued from thence. Notwitiastanding this, when 
we came lo make ud the Nabob’s accounts, we found it necessary to debit 
him for the whole sum granted by the treaty, including the European sufferer’s 
proportion and to credit him and debt [debit] the treasury, for all the sums he 
paid on account of the treaty, as if paid wholly into the treasury, such of those 
sums as had been immediately paid to the commissioners for account of the 
European sufferers without having really passed through the treasury were 
adjusted by debiting them to the treasury, as if they had been paid from 
thence : and in order to reduce the fifty lacks of rupees to currency, we added 
the usual batta of 16 per cent, making fifty eight lacks of current rupees 
(58,00,(XX)) but as the payments made by the Government here, never turn out 
full siccas, every party concerned in the sum granted must be charged with 
the proportion of the loss on balia. 

67. The whole sum paid out of the treasury, on account 
of European sufferers including the transfers before mention- 
ed, is fifty two lacks ninety four thousand, nine hundred and 
sevent}’ rupees twO' annaes and eleven pice, up to the close 
of the restitution books the 30th September 1761 

We are informed although there is no record of it, that 
Roydooliib^ was promised a commission of 5 per cent, on the 
whole sum granted by the treaty except on the fifty lacks given 
to the army and navy. The said commission was really paid 
him on a considerable part and we not being able to deter- 
mine whether the rest should be paid him or not kept it in 
your cash, leaving it on the books under the head of reserved 
commission, and debited all the parties concerned, the full 
amount of their proportions, the European sufferers are ac- 
cordingly debited on fifty eight lacks at 5 per cent making 


52 , 94 , 970 - 2-11 


29 , 000 - 0 - 0 
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The loss of batta on the whole amount received from the 
treatv was four lacks, seventv five thousand, seven hundred 

if « 

and fifty five rupees fifteen annaes and five pice, of which the 
European siiiierers’ proportion being as fifty lacks to two 
hundred and twenty seven, amounted to ... ... 1,04,792- 1- 1 


The loss upon sale of goods delivered in part of the treaty 
and the Company's expences in collecting the monev 
amounted to two lacks thirty five thousand six hundred 
and thirty four rupees eleven annaes and six pice of ivhich 
the European sufferers’ proportion, being as before 50 to 

077 io 

/ Xw •** ««« 


51,901-14- 9 


57.41,664- 2- 9 


Ballance remaining in vour hands as per restitution books 
closed 30 September 1761 



O' 


wTole sum granted to the European 

suffreers bv the treatv ... ... Currt. Rs. 58,00,000- 0- 0 


Since which we have paid according to the extract from 
the treasury books inclosed in the packet ... ... 14,071-11- 3 

Now remaining in the Companvs hands ... ... 44,264- 2- 0 

Oo-joa-ij- 3 

But if it be determined that Rovdoolub shall not receive the remaimns 
part of liis commission, a further sum will come to the credit of the European 
sufferers as follows. 

Rovdoolub tvas to receive 5 per cent on all the money 
except the fifty lacks to the armv and navy that is to say on 
one hundred and seventv seven lacks of sicca rupees making 
sicca rupees — 8,85,000 at 16 per cent batta 

He appears to have received 

And there remains in vour hands under the head of re- 

served commission. 

WTiich if it is net to be paid him must be divided as 
follows. 

To the Company 100''I77ths ... 

European Sufferers 50 
Natives 20 

Portuguese 2 

Armenians 5 


10,26,600- 0- 0 
6,48,340-14- 0 


3,78,259- 2- 0 


2,13,706- 0- 0 
1,06,853- 0- 0 
42,721- 2- 0 
4,274- 0- 0 
10,685- 0- 0 
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3,78,259- 2- 0 
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a DOOKS v/aich vrere sent to you bv the Royal 
)n:h of October 1763, will shew the parti- 
bv :be commissioners, amountiiis; as before 
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iteres: to 52,46,3-42-12-3, which appears to have been 
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paid o:i: oi vo: 

A. . 

to rhe Secretary 
c"^ 


.L. 


asnrv. '>*, c beiieve to have arisen from allowances made 
him seif, for writers cmoloved under him, and for other 


'■harues atieiidirm the distribution of the monev. 

CV 


69. The t oudiers taken for these payments were thus. The claimants sign- 
ed a di'Tdend paper for the respective sums as they were passed, and on signing 


4- r-j -#• ^ ,k . TT* IT 

lLi-.LiLA. ^ j a! If y L-h y X 


receive 


eceived an v 


orde 


r from 


tne 


commissioners upon vour treasury to 


'iT-'T 


thence, as vou will be informed bv the copv of a 


letter in the packet from Mr. Cooke, the first Commissioner here, to our 


:ne monev iron 
"'te 

Secrctarv. The dhidend papers are lodged in the Alavorb Court. Of those 
papers, copies have alreadv been sent to vou. The orders 2 :iven bv the com- 
niissioners on the tteasurv are in our possession and mav also be sent to vou, 


if vou shall so direct. 

70. We cannot help remarking that the twelve gentlemen, who have filed 
the bill, have therein set forth that thev claim on behalf of themselves, and 
of all the English inhabitants of Calcutta, for which we believe they are not 
sufficientiv authorized. 


71. Mr. Van Staden’s claim is fully stated in his letter to the Board 
entered on Consultation the ISth October 1762, to which we need only add, 
that his claim is very just and tve think he ought to be considered. 

72. You have been informed bv the last year’s treaty with the Nabob, 
that all losses sustained by the English merchants and others residing under 
the Company’s protection in the course of those troubles should be made 
good to tiieni^ according to the account w'hich should be proved to the satis- 
faction of the President and Council. We accordingly formed ourselves into 
a committee for that purpose and established regulations by which all claims 
were to be determined ; these you will find were calculated to reduce the 
demands to the prime cost of every article and upon which we admitted a 
reasonable interest and allowance for risk. W e opened this committee the 
T th of February and continued to receive the claims of the merchants untill 
the 1 / th of October when the whole was nearly closed and the amount to 
our great surprize turns out between fifn^ and sixty laaks of rupees. This 
large amount is chiefly owing to the great extension of the inland trade which 
of course suffered in all quarters on the breaking out of rhe troubles, parti- 
cularly at Patna, where the wiiole fortunes of a number of gentlemen were 
entirely involved. The Nabob has paid to the sufferers one fourth of their 
several claims and promised to discharge the remainder as speedily as the 
situation of his affairs will admit. 


/3. In consequence of your orders for discharging the bonds lost at the 

capture of Calcutta, we have paid off the principal and interest of one in 

the name of Air. Thomas Purnel according to an account current entered 
after Consultation the 15th of October. In which you will observe is deducted 
the payment before made on that bond. 

74. V e have also discharged the principal and interest of one in the 

name of Mr. Robert Alassey according to an account current entered on the 
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same Consultation, havino; observed in both, cases 
indemnification you were pleased to direct. 

75. With respect to the legacies mentioned in the 


to 




rCli: 


11 . 


^ ■»' ^ 


Q1 

CO, 


anti 


para'xi'apns 


of Your letter of the 22nd Febriiarv, Hazzoorimul will settle then: 


T 


the 

the 


manner you direct. We had never received the princioal nionev into 

« iL -JL w 

Company’s cash but he will now pav it in for an usual interest bccwl anc 
appoint agents for remitting the interest anniiallv to the charities. 


Eighthh: of the Dutch and other European nations in India 

76. We have onlv to mention under this head that no commissaries on 
the part of the French nation are vet arrived and with respect to the Dutch 
that we carefuilv avoid all disputes with them and in the course of this season 
have had none of any publich notice. 


Supplement 


77. Since we began to draw up this letter, your ship the Calcutta has 
arrived from Bombay, dispatched by that Presidency in consequence of our 
advices of 25th June, to carry them a loading of saltpetre. We have therefore 
determined to increase the supply which was first intended and stationed the 
Calcutta to return immediately to Bombay with six thousand bags. 

78. x4s they acquint us at same time that they shall he in want of 
tonnage for their intended disposition of six ships for Europe and two for 
China, on account of the non-arrival of the Lord Mansfield, and their being 
obliged to unload the cargoe of the hlocha ship and send her into dock, 
we have wrote to the gentlemen at Fort St. George to send them round the 
Admiral Pocock as soon as she arrives and if the Kent shall import from 
England in any tolerable time, we have determined to send her round also 
with a further quantity of salt petre. 

79. 2ylr. Campbell, the Assay IMaster, laid before us on the 19tli instant, 
the regulations" which w'e directed him to prepare, for remedying the defects 
of the mint, and having again considered them in Consultation the 23rd instant, 
they appeared to us so well calculated for the benefit of the merchants, and 
so necessary for supporting the credit of the mint, that we determined they 
should be immediately carried into execution. 

80. We have appointed Mr. Campbell, hlint Master, wdth the entire 
charge of the business of the mint, being the only method we have for proce- 
ciiting those regulations unless vou shall think proper to send out a person 
as hlint Master equally qualified in the art of refining and assaying. 

81. We have required of ]Mr. Campbell the necessary accounts for 
exemplifying the regulations he has proposed, and that the same may be 
further improved under our directions and we have also ordered him to 
proceed immediately in teaching two of the Company’s covenant servants, 
the art of refining and assaying, that they may be ready to take charge in 
case of accidents. 

82. As the arrival of our reinforcements from England, and the late 
decisive victory obta[i]ned over Shuja Dowla leave no further plea to delay 
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lAO shins of this season. 


S3. The fe'o rm-n of the S4:h Re 2 :irnent who have remained since last 
season 0:1 unr apphcati'.jn to Major Sherloch, are to be accommodated by 
i\Ir. Tinker vhth a tiassage in the h/mhniV, and we take this opportunity to 
nienncn Cant, hianani. tiic othcer who commanded them, as having parti- 

1J"!! fl.a •'•I TITj. ..p 

cu,arm cm 


neinsnea mrn. 






course of last campaign on a seperate 


command in the sircar Sararm country. 

O 

S4. Having had such frequent experience on the iittie dependance to be 
placed in the Frenchmen who have served in our militarv, we determined 
ro withdraw them from the arrnv, after the mutiny in the month of February, 

• w ml 

and we now intend to return them to Europe on the different ships of this 
season. Twenty six arc accordinMv embarked on the Dez'onshire^ of whom a 


list goes a number in the 


pacxett. 

i 


85. We have also ordered a passage [on] board her to Lieutenant Van 
Riel of the marines beionging to his IMajestvh ship Liverpool and paid 
Capr, QuickC the sum of £10 for liis passage on account of the owners, the 
furdier sum of £30 for furnishing the Lieutenant with provisions at his table. 
We have refered him to receive payment from vou, according to the instruc- 
tions in vour letter of me 3 1st March 1763. 

86. x-\moagst the indents in the packet, there is one sent by the chaplains 
for books wanted tor the use of the church, which we request mav not be 
omitted to be complied with. 


S7. At our Consultation tills day, we received a remonstrance from the 
officers who came out in the Success setting forth their claim to take rank 
in the service from the dates of the commissions which vou o-ranted them in 
C* COO.'E aining a further claim from Lieutenant Thomas in con- 

sequence of the tenor of his commission to take rank next after Mr. Isac 
Tullie who was promoted by you to be a lieutenant on the arrival of vour 
orders of me 9cli A lay. but who bv course of the service had been appointed 
a lieutenant on this establishment the 4th Febriiarv 1764. We have answered 
to this application that as your intention ivith respect to their rank is not 
ciearh ascertained, we cannot pretend to determine on their remonstrance 
until! the arrival of the other officers named in vour letter of the 9th May 
1764, the nature of vdiose commissions mav probably furnish us with further 
ii8:hrs. 


8S. But in the meantime we have agreed to refer the case to vour honours 
for your determination and tve must further recommend to you to leave no 
such occasions for doubt as to the rank of your officers in fumre. 

S9. Air. Johnstone begs leave to express his gratefiill acknowledgements 
to his hon’ble employers for having restored him to his former rank and 
siadon in their service and to assure them it shall be as it ever has been 
his study to support the honor and promote the interest of the Company, 
humbly hoping that his endeavors hitherto in the stations he has filled, have 
been such as to merit their approbation and the continuance of their confidence 
and favor. 
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90. The entire defeat of Shu^a Dowla’s ariiiv bv Tvlajor blnnro, on the 
23rd last month, affording a prospect of tranq'iiiiitv to these provinces, 
IV It. Vansittart acquaints us that lie purposes to quit the G^ivernnient in three 
or four days and proceed in his IVIajesiv's ship York to hladrass. where after 
a very short stay he shall embark for Europe in the Medzoax and he has 
accordingly delivered in a letter this dav, advising vour honours of his inten- 
dons, which goes a number in the packet hv the Dezrjnshire. 

91. Bv the Devonshire we have licensed a bulse of diamonds value Arcot 
rupees eleven thousand six hundred (il,6C^0) as will more particuiarlv appear bv 
the manifest in the packet. 

92. We have laden and consigned to vour honours bv this ship sundry 
goods and merchandize amounting to current rupees 8,00,000, the particulars 
whereof are aerreeablv to the invoice and first hill of lading enclosed. 

93. We have also at the request of Capt. Quicke, laden on board her. 
fifteen hundred bags of salt petre as surplus tonnage at half freight, for which 
we transmit in die packet a seperate bill of lading. 

94. We have further laden on her sundry stores for the use of vour island 

• 0 

of St. Helena, amounting to current rupees 1,272-8-6 as per invoice and hill 
of lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there. 


We are, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faiihfull and obedient servants, 
(Signed^ Henrv Vansittart / John Spencer / 
Chs. Stafford Plavdell / Warren Has- 
Fort William, tings / John Johnstone / Samuel 

26th November 1764. hliddleton / Ralph Levcester / John 

[Original per Dev-onshire] Burdett. 

Postcript [sic] 

We have drawn upon your honors by this ship 63 setts of bills of exchange 
at 365 davs sight and the usual forms the particulars whereof are as follows 
and amount in all to C, Rs. 13,68,476-12-6 or £ St. 1,59,655-11-S. 
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LETTER DATED 3 DECE^IBER 1764 


Capture of Madura — Mr. Vansittarfs depatture. 


rm 

J. O die Hon'bie tlie Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hohble Sirs, 

[1.] Since closing our dispatches by this ship, the Devonshire^ we have re- 
ceived certain advice, by private letters from Fort St. George of the fall of 
Madura, which was delivered up to our army on the 14th October by Usoff 
Cawn’s OTO troops^ and the French deserters, upon a suspicion that Usoff Cawn 
intended to provide for his own escape with a few followers. Your honours will 
no doubt be advised of the particulars by the Duke of Albany from Fort 
St. George, but we also judged it proper to give you the general informations of 
that success. 

[2.] Mr. Vansittart having agreeably to the intimation given you in the 
Publick Letter of the 26th ultimo, embarked for Fort St. George. We are to ac- 
quaint you that Mr. Spencer has taken upon him the charge of the Government. 

[3.] The supply of treasure for China having been compleated to ten lacks 
of rupees is now embarked on the Argo frigate and she will sad in two or three 
days. 

We are with respect Hon’bie Sir and Sirs, 


Fort William, 

3d December 1764. 
[Original per Devonshire 
Duplicate per Vansittart 
Triplicate per Eute\ 


Your most faithfull and obedient 
humble servants, 

(Signed) John Spencer / Chs. Staffd. 
Playdell / Warren Hastings / John 
Johnstone / Sami. Middleton / Ralph 
Leycester / John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 3 JANUARY 1765 

Negotiations of Major Munro with Beni Bahadur and Shah Alam— paper 
of articles for execution by Shah Alam — failure of assault on the fort of Chunar- 



6 FEBRUARY 1765 


garh — Shah Alamos execution of the articles and making ocer to the English 
the zemindari held by Baizcant Singh. 


T O tlie Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of IMerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. Our last address bearing date the 26th November, was transmitted by 
the ship Devonshire directly from hence ; and we now embrace the opportunity 
by the Caernarvon and his J^Iajesty’s ship Medzvay via Fort St George to 
give vou information of what has since occurred in the prosecution of the 
war against Shuja Dowla, reserving other points to be advised bv our next 
ship from this place, which wt imagine will arrive with you nearly as 
soon as these. 


2. Major hlunro having continued his march towards Benaris, found the 
King and Beny Bahadre still there on his arrival, and received our letters of 
the 6th November prior to which some messages had passed between him and 

the former, and he had had an interview with Beny Bahadre 
Cons. 6th. Deer, ^yhen he positively acquainted him that before any accom- 
modation could take place with Shuja Dowla, Sombre, and our deserters 
must as w^e had all along insisted be given up to us ; with this information 
Beny Bahadre accordingly repaired to Shuja Dowla, promising if he did not 
comply that he w'ould leave him and be at disposal of the English. But the 
Major in a few days after received a letter from each of them acquainting him 
that his demand could not then be complyed with, though they hoped it 
might some time hence ; Major Munro having on receipt of our instruedons 
acquainted the King with our resolution in his favor, he expressed great satis- 
faction thereat, and a readiness to act in every respect conformably to our 
desire, and the Major with his address advising of these particulars, trans- 
mitted to us sundry letters from him, together with a paper of proposals, 
w’^hich w^ere wrote before he w^as acquainted with our instructions to the hlajor, 
urging us to establish ourselves and him in the possession of Shuja Dowla*s 


country. 

j 


3. Finding ourselves thus obliged to continue the war, we thought it 
proper to demand from the King wKom we w’ere to support as Shuja Dowla's 
competitor, some further considerations, besides the tract of country as far as 
Benaris which we informed you we should keep possession of, supposing we 
even acceeded to a peace with Shuja Dowla, and tve accordingly transmitted 
to Major Munro a paper of articles^ to be executed by His Majesty, assigning 
to us the whole country of Gauzeepoor, and the rest of the zemindarry of 
Bulwant Singh, with the same rights, and in as full a manner as enjoyed by 
Shuja Dowla ; and engaging himself moreover to reimburse to the Company 
the expences of the war from the time of his joining us. We at the same [stc] 
transmitted the Ivlajor the necessary instructions, but we have not yet received 
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an answer from him. For vonr more particular information on these points, 
we refer you to our Consultation of the 6th ultimo a copy whereof as far as 
relates to them, we transmit you in the packet. 

4- After Major Munro had been furnished from Patna with the stores 
for which he waited, and had also taken the necessary precautions for having 

the armv properly supplved with provisions, and that his 
Cons. ITtli Beer, boats might be able to proceed, he marched towards Illia- 
bad, whither we advised you Shuja Dowla had fled after his defeat, 
and when he came opposite to Chirnagur Fort, he crossed a proper 
detachment in order to lay siege to it. A practicable breach having 
been accordingly made in one of the curtains in the morning of the 
2nd ultimo, the same was ordered by dawn of day on the 3rd to be stormed ; 
but by the bad behavior of the seapoys who would not advance but kept a 
close fire into it, which prevented the Europeans also from getting forward, the 
assault miscarried ; a disposition having been made for a second attempt the 
same evening, thirty volunteers turned out of the pioneer company and from 
the rest of the Europeans wiio beg’d to lead the van, which was consented to, 
but after having got to the breach they were struck wnth such a panic, although 
the opposition made by the enemy was not near so great as at the first assault, 
that they ran back upon the grenadier company, and they upon the rest who 
were to support them, and by this means the whole gave way, nor could be 
prevailed on to rally although the officers exerted every endeavor, and means 
for the purpose. The officers were so much disconcerted, and chagrined at 
this unexpected behavior in their men, that they offered to go themselves on 
the forlorn hope, and storm, but as it was to be apprehended from the former 
backwardness of the troops that they might not properly support them, it was 
not judged advisable to make the attempt. 

5. In the mean time Major Munro having received intelligence that Shuja 
Dowla had advanced from Iliabad within seventeen coss of him and wrs strik- 
ing out of the road to get in his rear, either to cut off his communication with 
his boats or endeavor to carry off the King, he wrs obliged to turn the siege 
into a blockade, for which service he left two battalions of seapoys with two 
eighteen pounders, and a howitzer, and returned with the rest of the army 
to Benaris ; but soon after finding that Shuja Dowia approached still nearer 
him, and that he had sent a party to the relief of Chirnarghur, he recalled the 
detachment from thence, and waited with the w^hole army in hopes of bringing 
him to another general action. The President has had advices from the Major 
dowm to the 22nd ultimo w’hen he informed him, that Shuja Dowla still avoided 
coming to an engagement though his horse w^ere constantly moving round our 
camp, and had that day approached so near as to oblige him to turn out the 
line, that three or four days before on the occasion of his ordering a salute, 
the enemy thought we were marching to attack them, and immediately 
retired three coss further, and that their artillery was then about eighteen 
coss of[f]. 

6. We hope, however, by our next ship to be able to advise you that the 
Major has successfully effected his intention of bringing them again to action, 
together with the reduction in consequence of Chirnarghur and the city of 
IlEabad ; and this we think must certainly put a final period to the war, and 
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firmly establish the King in the intended possession of Shuja Dowla’s countiv. 

We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithfull and obedient 
humble servants. 

Fort William, J. Spencer / C. S. Playdell / Ralph 

the 3rd January 1765. Levcester / John Biirdett. 


Postscript 

Since W'Titing the foregoing, the President has received advice from Major 
Munro, that the King has executed the articles we transmitted him and was 
also preparing proper sunniids for making over to us the zemindary held by 
Bulwant Sing. 


We are 
Hon’bie Sirs, 

Your faithful humble servants, 

J. Spencer / C. S. Playdell / Ralph 
[Per Medwayl Leycester. 
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LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1765 

Details of the war with Shujaud-Daulah and his offers for peace — assure 
the Court of not extending the English influence in India — Shah Alam agrees 
to defray the expenses of war from the time he joined the English — payment 
towards restitution fund hy Mir Jafar — Maratha designs in Midnapore — news 
about illness of Mir Jafar. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon*ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

HonBle Sirs, 

1. Since our last general address from this Department by the Devonshire 
of the 26th of November, we wTote you under the 3rd instant W the Caer- 
narvon and His Majesty’s ships Medway via Fort St. George with other copies 
thereof and giving you a further detail of w^hat had occurred to that time in 
the prosecution of lie war with Shuja Dowla, of which address you have also 
herewith another copy. 

2, Our army and Shuja Dowla’s have since continued nearly in the same 
situation, no opportunity having offered for effecting the design mentioned 



LETTER TO COLTIT 


li 


bringing iiim again to action from the risk we should be exposed to 
bv advancing, of having the communication with our boats 
Cons, Janr, Stores and provisions cut off. In a letter of the 14th from 

jor Fletcher upon whom the command of the army has devolved on Major 
Munro’s quitting it to embark for Europe, we were informed of his intention 
of marching that evening to endeavour to surprize them and at least get 
possession of tiieir baggage, but bv his last we learn that the people employed 
in consequence to cut a road across a nulla about two miles in the front of our 
encampment had fixed on a place so steep on the opposite bank that day light 
appeared before the whole were passed. He was therefore obliged to halt but 
as he found Shu] a Dowia continuing on the same ground he had determined 
to pursue his scheme in the evening, and we hope before the close of the 
dispatch, to be able to give you a satisfactory account of this step. We hope 
and suppose Major Fletcher has taken the necessary precautions for the 
security of his boats, and he mentions that he was further engaged to the 
scheme he has pursued from Bulwant Sing having left our armv, and the 
reports that Nudjeff Cawn, a principal chief of the empire, whom Major Munro 
had been endeavouring to engage to come in to the King, was on the contrary 
about to join Shuja Dowia. Brigadier General Carnac is now on his way up 
to resume the command. 

3. You will understand from the foregoing advice that Shuja Dowia has 

not yet thought proper to acquiesce in our first demand. In his last letters he 

has however, appeared much more earnest in his offers for peace than he had 

before ; and though this is a measure we should some time ago have rejoiced 

_ _ _ to see take place, vet as through his obstinacy, we have now 

Cons. Ij Tanr. ..j* " 

entered into engagements wuth the Kmg, no accomodation 

can be effected without a due regard to the interest of His hlajesty and those 

engagements and previous to all the absolute delivery into our hands of Meer 

Cossim, Sombre and the deserters. If this demand is implicitly complied with 

and the King s affairs can be settled to his satisfaction, an accomodation may 

be more eligible than a continuance of the war. We find Major Munro before 

his departure had sounded His Majesty on this subject, but that he declined 

giving any reply thereto till he saw' the part which Shuja Dowia should act 

upon our first demands ; should this be complied wuth, we have directed his 

(l±ie King’s) sentiments on a peace in general to be transmitted us as soon as 

possible that w^e may come to the necessary regulations. At the same time 

least this should create any doubts with him in respect to our conduct, we have 

thought it proper to renew' in the strongest terms the assurance of our firm 

attachment to him, and given directions that in anv correspondence with 

Shuja Dowda, particular care is observed that w'e do not appear inclined to 

deviate from our engagements wuth His Alajesty without his approbation. 

These engagements w'e must, how^ever, mention are only such as our interest, 

and the circumstances of the w'ar naturaUv led us into. 

4. And here it is proper in consequence of the 2nd paragraph of your 
letter of the 1st of June to refer your honors again to the 8th of our last 
address of the 26th November by the Devonshire and to repeat and confirm 
the assurance we therein gave you, that we do not wish to extend our connec- 
tions beyond what may appear necessary for securing the future tranquility of 
the country. That this is and will always be the fiirst object of our consideration 






erne 


execuiea in p 

therein, althougn ms iviajesiy aiterwaras appears m some aegree t 

assented thereto in a letter to Major hlunro, is the article 
‘ ^ ^ " which relates to his* defraying the expences of the war from 

the time he joined us. As our army is now employed so much for his benefit, 
it is highly reasonable he should bear the Company clear of expence in the 
service and we have therefore desired that an opportunirv may be taken of 
conferring with him on the subject, and his compliance in tmting pressed as 
far as prudence and propriety may admit. 

6. His Majesty having no resources for his immediate support, and judg- 
ing it proper that he should receive every testimony of our respect and attach- 
ment we directed such sums to be advanced Mm for the expences of his house- 
hold as his exigencies might absolutely require till he was put in full possession 

^ T of Shiijah Dowla’s country, and w^e find he has in conse- 

Cons. 28 Janr. i i . i , ■. ,, , 

quence received the amount w'hich has yet been collected 

on our new revenues, being about ninety thousand rupees, the proper receipts 

and promissory notes for the refunding of the same having been first taken. 

7. It appears that little more than one third of those revenues are yet 
secured and seven laaks of rupees is therefore esteemed to be as much as can 
be collected for tMs year. 

8. The Nabob having executed the kistbimdee for the payment of the 
ballance due of the restitution fund, could no longer be prevailed on to 

remain in Calcutta, as we had recommended till Lord Clivers 

Cons. 13 Deer. arrival. He accordinMy set out for the city the 14th of 
1764. . ‘ , 

December and Air. hliddleton agreably to his appointment 

proceeded to his station at his Durbar ; after receiving from us such instruc- 
tions as appeared necessary to be given him, which were in general to press 
the Nabob for the regular payments of his assignments towards defraying the 
expences of the war, and Ms compliance with the terms of the kistbimdee for 
payment of the ballances of the restitution ; to endeavor to procure and trans- 
mit us as soon as possible an exact state of the Nabob's revenues and of the 
expences of his government, also an account of the number of Ms troops, and 
to make it his particular study to promote in every respect a good harmony 
and understanding between us. 

9. The payments on the first accounts have been hitherto continued pretty 
regularly, and twenty laaks in tale [sfe] of the restitution fund have been also 

compleated ; on the other points, we have not yet been 
t.ons. janr. informed by Mr. Middleton, but w'e are now to advise you 
that by advices to the President lately received we learn His Excellency was 

^ ^ w 

dangerously ill ; and we have in consequence for the present ordered up a party 
of sepoys with a view of preventing any confusion in the city, and to coun- 
tenance and support his family in case of his demise. 

IQ. By the 11th paragraph of our address per Devonshire and the Consul- 
tation of the 17th October therein referred to, you would find we had taken 
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into our consideration the subject of the inland trade and formed some reso- 
lutions thereupon, but that the order we were about to give 
Cons. 25 Janr. consequence had been suspended, on receipt of your 

commands of the 9th of May, wherein you informed ns you should send by 
the Kent vour more particiilar opinion and instructions concerning the affahs 
of the country government. We observe what your honors have now further 
said per Lap-^nng, but as Lord Clive and the other gentlemen may be now early 
expected to arrive, we have continued to defer for the present at least any 
further proceedings on the subject. 

11. In consequence of advices received of motions making by the Morattas, 
which seemed to indicate a design of giving us some disturbance in the hlidna- 
poor province and as anv irruption from them must prove very detrimental 

to our collections as well there as in Burdwan, and to our 
Cons. 17 Deer. affairs in general, we ordered a proper detachment under the 
command of Major Champion to march and take post so as most effectually 
to avert their design if such it should be, but we now learn that they seem 
to have too much trouble in subduing their own zemindars to admit of their 
entering these provinces. 

12. On our resolution of supporting the Kung in the possession of Shuja 
Dowla’s country judging that from the sickness and the accidents of war our 

European forces would possibly be much reduced, which 
besides was shortly to suffer a very considerable and 
certain diminution by the return of Eds Majesty’s troops to Europe, 
and as from the late departure of the transports from thence we 
did not expect they would arrive in time for the recruits on board to prove 
of any assistance to us, w^e determined, considering the situation of affairs on 
the Coast from the reduction of Madura, to apply to the gentlemen there for a 
reinforcement both of infantry and artillery. A further reason which rendered 
this application necessary was the appearance beforemention ed of an invasion 
from the Morattas. We have since received a part of your recruits bv the 
Fort William y and should the reinforcement be no longer wanted on their 
arrival, we shall take the first opportunity of returning it. 


Cons. 17 Deer. 


Supplement 


13. Since writing the foregoing we have received two letters from Major 
Fletcher advising of his farther proceedings from the time of his address of 
the 15th, of which for your more particular information, we transmit you copies 
in the packet, and though w^e are happy to communicate to you such advice 
of his success and hope it will be productive of very good consequences yet 
we cannot help thinking he hazarded rather too much on the occasion. Major 
iVlunro is now arrived, and we shall with his assistance immediately proceed 
to take into our consideration the present situation of our affairs with the 
Kling and Shuja Dowla, 


14. We have also received a letter from the Resident at the Durbar of 
the 29th ultimo confirming the information of the Nabob being dangerously 

ill, but the President has had private advice from Mr. 
ons. Janr. Middleton of the 1st instant that he is so much amended as 
to be out of any immediate danger, and though from his age and natural 
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infirmities, his decease cannot be verv remote- vet as such an event in the 
present juncture of affairs would occasion much confusion through the pro- 
vinces, we must earnestly hope for his recovery. 


Fort William, 

the 6th February 1765. 

[Per Va7isittart] 


We are with the greatest respect, 
Hon^ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 
obedient humble servants, 

J. Spencer / C. S. Playdell Ralph 
Leycester / John Burdett. 
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Represefitation of Mr, Spencer against supersession by Mr. Sumner. 


T O the Hon'bie Court of Directors of the United Company of ^Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

[1.] As I have already addressed myself to you jointly with the gentlemen 
of Council in relation to the affairs of this Presidency, I shall here confine mv- 
self to the representation that I think it necessary to make to you in conse- 
quence of the arrangement of your affairs in your orders of the 1st June, lately 
received by the Lapwing. Sorry am I to have occasion so to do as they respect 
myself, having till lately an entire confidence that near twenty four years of 
faithful services to the Hon'ble Company would have secured me from the 
disagreable circumstances that have attended me since my removal hither in 
consequence of your direcdons to Bombay by the Speaker. 

[2.] Those orders found me at Bombay in the management of an extensive 
commerce ; however, I hesitated not a moment to relinquish my prospects and 
advantages there, though by my so doing, the manner in which I was obliged 
to finish my concerns at so short a warning as I had, did much prejudice my 
fortune. At the same time we had at Bombay such accounts of the desperate 
situation of your affairs here, that after the honor you had done me by such 
a confidential appointment, I can with truth assert those accounts were with 
me an additional inducement to proceed hither without delay, and at all 
hazards, thinking I ought to sacrifice everything to the confidence that was 
reposed in me by your said commands. 

[3.] Your own registers here shew that I arrived at this place in May, and 
from ihat time to Mr. Vansittarfs departure, the end of November, I reaped 
no advantage from any office in your service^ dedicating my whole time to 
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acc|iiire tlie necessarv knowledge in the details of your affairs and the business 
here, which onlv was requisite, for my long residence in India and the extensive 
correspondence I have for nianv vears carried on with the heads of your settle- 
ments having made me master of the situation of affairs in the general at all 
Your Presidencies, hiv assiduitv in this was encouraged bv the absolute 
appointinent of me in voiir commands of the 8th February h64, second and 
successor at this Presidencv. This then being the case, judge what must have 
been iiiv mortification and what mv chagrin to find in so short an interval 
of tiiiie/as between that and the 9th May, without any delinquency of mine or 
cause assigned, this absolute nomination by yourselves set aside, not only in 
favor of Lord Clive, but of Mr. Sumner, his second and successor and myself 
entire! V excluded/ and indeed unprovided for in any shape by the tenor of 
the said letter, it being there only intimated that I was to return to Bombay 
without further explanation. 

[4.] Certain it is, that from the sense of my treatment at that juncture, 
nothing but the united wishes of the place for my keeping charge till your 
ultimate resolves were known, Mr. Vansittart’s pressing instances, and my own 
knowledge of the confusion that might otherwise ensue in your affairs, could 
have induced me to remain longer abroad after such a want of confidence in 
me as this your nomination and appointment seemed to indicate. However, 
the above considerations operated so strongly as to induce me to forego every 
other consideration for what the voice of the place esteemed to be for the 
general good. 

[5.] As your honors have been entirely silent on the motives that induced 
you, after so firmly appointing me to the succession, to set it aside in this 
manner, I can only guess at it from what appears in the publick papers, vizt, 
the disgust and opposition that might arise here from the nomination of a 
servant from one settlement to another, and that Lord Clive’s coming would 
conciliate the affections of the Government and quiet the minds of the con- 
cerned at home. 

[6.] Happy is the reflection to me, that my appointment here, so far from 
being productive of the ill consequences apprehended at home, that it is but 
doing the gentlemen of the settlement justice to say the strictest unanimity 
has prevailed among us, and I was confident that wuth such a disposition in 
us, the greatest good must have resulted to your concerns in general. It will 
be a happy circumstance for the place, if the same harmony continues after 
my leaving it. As I look on the sentiments of the gentlemen as a mark of 
honor to me in particular, I hav^e taken the liberty with them and you to 
enclose in this copies of the letter from the Board to me and also of several 
gentlemen which will shew the sense the place in general had of your appoint- 
ment, and the fair prospect of unanimity that I had afore me. 

^ ^ ^ ^ of tlxe same nature from the Nabob and 

e must be agreable at all times, and I 
look on it as no small honor done me by his Excellency that in the comparison 
of his situation he declared on my taking charge, though provisionally, that he 
now was happy and satisfied, for that he looked on Lord Clive and me in an 
equal light, or as he emphatically termed it, as his sons, and for the first time 
since his leavmg Government in i760, dressed himself in Ws usnal habit, having 
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from that time till my talking charge, ohstinatelv persisted in the appeal a nee 
and dress of a faquir. 

[8.] Air. Sumner^ I am not knoTO to, or know, but believe his character a 
respectable one, but to one who knows these people, it can not be supposed 
he can ever regain the confidence of the Government, as he was one of the 
committee that promoted and supported the deposition of the Nabob, and active 
therein. He is called, I see, and supported as a senior servant to me : bv turn- 
ing to your own registers it will be seen that I commenced a writer in September 
1741, Air. Sumner in November 1744. And I became one of vour Council in 
September 1754, and Air. Sumner not till January 1759. It ill becomes anv 
man to say anything of himself or point out his own conduct. I shall there- 
fore in this respect beg leave to refer myself to your own approval of it in vour 
several commands to the Presidency of Bombav. 

[9.] Aly sudden removal from Bombay hither, as before observed, much 
prejudiced my fortune, as you must yourselves be sensible how inconvenient 
it is to a merchant who has extensive dealings to wind them up at a short 
warning. Aly friends pointed it out to me as a desireable object to revive a 
spirit of commerce here, a thing so evidently calculated for the general good 
of the place, that it is a fact that I have since mv arrival here entered into 
some voyages chiefly with that view, and ivith the hopes that I should be able 
in time to lead the views of the gentlemen to a sea commerce to induce them 
not to depend solely on the inland trade, w^hich, as lately carried on, has in- 
volved the concerned and you in so many disputes and is in several respects 
so disagreable to the country government. With these views I have since my 
arrival and in confidence of vour nomination entered deeplv into business here, 
and have many outstanding and depending concerns that can scarce be adjusted 
but by myself in person, or at best much to my disadvantage. These views led 
me to engage in heavy ships and blocks, and let me leave it to your considera- 
tion gentlemen, how much I must suffer in my fortune to have it thus launched 
out in trade and thus abruptly called in again by this your sudden intention 
of removing me to Bombay, as I see in your orders of the 1st June, received 
a few davs since by the Lapwings exclusive of the heavy expence that has 
attended the removal of my family backwards and forwards within the course 
of a year. 

[10.] These however, are not the considerations that have the most tveight 
with me or that lav me under mv present difficulty. AWiere mv fortune is 
concerned only, it relates only to myself and family, but give leave to say 
that in the present case both vour and my reputation are nearly concerned. 
By your owm appointment, by your owm nomination, unexpected by me, I 
came down here ; I have in consequence thereof been received and respected 
by the Europeans and by the country government as your President of this 
settlement, and have been for some months to all intents and purposes your 
President and Governor of this important settlement. I have the pleasure to 
say I filled it with satisfaction to myself and the place, as you may judge by 
the letter addressed to me by the Board on your pacquet by the Lapwings 
putting a period to my power here, by which you will see I am requested to 
continue it till Lord Clive may arrive. This, inconvenient as it is to me, I 
have consented to, that at such a critical conjuncture your affairs may not suffer, 
though I do imagine it will keep me here a longer time than I could wish, as 
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the season is near expired and we yet hear nothing of the Kent. I shall, how- 
ever, if his Lordship arrives in time, proceed to Bombay. But I cannot with 
aiiv degree of reputation to myself, or for the credit of your service, accept 
to act as a second at aiiotiier settlement, having presided at this. I will never- 
theless eo there : I will in case of accidents take charge there, till vour further 
pleasure on this my situation is known. From vour justice and candor I shall 
hope and relv on die immediate succession at a Presidency, and as affairs are 
circumsiaiiced, I flatter myself that my appointment to this will be confirmed 
when niv case comes to be duelv considered. 

at * 

[i L] If in the course of this any thing improper has dropped from my pen, 
impute it to the earnestness of a man, pleading in the warmth of his heart, 
his own cause, Xo offence is meant by me, but onlv to state my situation 
honestly and candidly to you, and in confidence that vou will do me the justice 
my case requires on a further consideration of it. I shall here only add that 
I have the honor to be with respect. 

Fort William, Hon’ble Sirs, 

6th Februarv 1765. Your most obedient humble servant, 

[Per J^iinsittart] J. Spencer. 
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LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1765 

Loss of the Nancy — construction of a new building for the factory at 
Chittagong—settlement of Vajisittarfs account of the commission due to him, 
on Cofjipany's lands — reduction in batta payable to the army deferred — civil 
and military appointments — suh ordination of military officers to civil authority. 


HP 

1 O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of IMerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’hle Sirs, 

1. Under dare the 26th November we dispatched to you the ship Devon- 
shire and by her transmitted you our General Letter from this Department 
under the usual established heads. We also afterwards addressed you a few 
lines by her to advise you of the fail of Madura and have since forwarded to 
you other copies of those advices by the Carnarvon and His Majesty’s ship 
Medway via Fort St. George. 

2. In the former, tve acquainted you that we had stationed the Vansittart 
for our second returned ship ; her cargo having been accordingly laden, she is 
now^ dispatched to you, and by her we proceed to give you such further infor* 
mations as may appear necessary. 
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J. 


Cons. 17 Deer. 


Your packet the Lapsing and the ship Fort William another of the 
transports have both safely imported and brought us vour commands of the 

16th hlay and 1st June last. We observe your insa'uctions 
Cons. 24 & 27 ^ regard to the former, and shall shortlv determine on some 

proper method of disposing her. In the mean time she has 
been ordered upto town. We have heard nothing yet of the other two expected 
transports or of the Kent. You will observe by the supplement to our last 

address, our intention of sending the latter round to Bombay 
Cons. 4 Do. should she arrive in tune and vou mav depend on our 
attention to your orders now received for her proceeding thither as soon as 
possible after she has landed her passengers and consignments. 

4. The Success having as advised in our last address been discharged the 

Company's service, the agents for the owners tendered to us 
tlieir bill for the ballance of her freight amounting to 

£ St. 1,126-13-4 which on reference to the account transmitted in her packet 

appearing to be the just amount due the same, was ordered 
Cons. jd. Deer. ^ treasury. The journals and other books 

delivered to us by the captain are now' transmitted to you. 

5. We have directed the commander of the Fort William to give us 

immediate advise when she is clear when we shall in like 
Cons. 28 Jany. manner discharge her from the service and require the 
books of her voyage. 

6. The Caernarvon received her dispatches for Fort St. George the 3rd 
instant when not hearing any thing yet of the Bute since Capt. Maitland’s letter 
to us from Batavia mentioned in the 5th paragraph of our last address, we 

requested the President and Council there in order that tve 
on.. -.1 j might be provided against the disappointment of a latter 

ship, to dispatch round to us the Princess Augusta ^ which they informed us 
they expected to arrive with them towards the end of the year with a part 
of the Manilla garrison. But we have now the pleasure to advise your honours 
that soon after taking this precaution, the Bute safely imported with us. For 
information on the causes of her so late arrival, we refer you to letters from 
Capt. Maitland entered on our Consultation of the 21st ultimo ; her Batavia 
cargo has been landed and as soon as she has been surveyed and reported 
in fit condition, her consignments for Europe shall be loaded without loss of 
time. 

7. The Calcutta having received her loading of salt petre was dispatched 
to Bombay the 17th ultimo and as she was just on the point of her departure 
when the Bute arrived, and we judged it essential to give the gentlemen at 
Fort St. George the earliest information of our being no longer in w'ant of 
a ship, w'e directed the commander to caU there in his tvay and leave with 
them a letter of advice. 


8. We have further the satisfaction of informing you that our apprehen- 
sions for the safety of the Lord Mansfield are removed as she was met by 
the Success galley, a country ship, the 20th of October, ofE Fort Victoria in her 
way to Bombay. But of the Admiral Pocock, we have yet no certain account. 
Ail we hear further of her is that she was left by a proe the beginning of 
August endeavoring to get round the island of Puto Laut near Borneo in 
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order to make lier passage to Batavia but that she was not arrived at the 
latter place the Btii of October from which it was apprehended she had been 
obliged to bear away for China. 


Cons. 26 Novr. 


9. The supply of treasure for China having been compleated as advised 
in our latter letter by the Dezonshirej the zdrgok dispatches were immediately 

prepared and dehvered to Capt. Affleck and as she had 
so large a property on board on account of the Company 
and was to proceed by a passage not yet perfectly known, wx determined for 

the greater security of the treasure that one of our pilot 
vesseiis should be fitted out to accompany her through the 
islands or even unto China if found necessary and the Cuddalore schooner w^as 
accordingly dispatched on this service. 


Cons. 3d. Deer. 


10. We axe sorry here to advise your honours of the loss of the Nancy 
ketch belonging to the Fort IMaribro' establishment, which happened the 
begining of September last ‘in the streights of Mallaca by the villainey of 
the carpenter and gunner, as you may be more fully acquainted on reference 
to our Consultation of the 27th December, on which are recorded the informa- 
tions thereon of the second mate and the captain of a country vessell, wfflo 
you will find Jkir. Robert Lindsay used all his endeavors to save her, and 
we have only to add that w'e have not as yet heard any thing either of the 
commander or of any thing either of the accomplices and that we shall take 
care to demand from Mr, Lindsay the value of the small quantity of opium 
and any other articles wfflich he saved out of her. 


11. The rice and opium for Fort JMarlbro’ having been laden on the 
D'liigent snow, she was accordingly dispatched thither the 26th of November 
but the necessary and unat^ oidable services on w’hich the Leopard tvas employed 
down the River, and the repairs w’hich on her return the Master Attendant 
found it requisite to give her leading us to apprehend she could not arrive 
at Fort St. George in time to meet the A.d?7itTal W atson, w^e determined to 
forward by the Caernaroon the remainder of the opium then in the w^are 
house together with the whole of the packing stuff indented for, and 
shorth after receiving a further dispatch of fifty chests of opium from 
Patna, we directed the same to be laden on the Leopard snow with the remain- 

ing articles of the indent wdth which she will accordingly proceed now in a 
few days. 

al> 

12. We obsen-e the strong terms in which in your letter of the 16th May 
you repeat your recommendation for our affording every possible assistance 
to this settlement, and you may rest assured that the same shall be always 
a particular object of our attention. By the foregoing you will observe that 
t\e have fully compKed with their last indent sent us, in every other article 
and in the essential one of opium, we shall e.xceed it bv sixty eight chests the 
quantity required being only one hundred and fifty and our suppHes’two 
hundred and eighteen chests. With regard to monev, the verv large amount 
of our mUitary expences, and other demands have not left it in our power to 
supply them herein hut on receipt of their last application on this subject 
m the month of April, we wrote to the gentlemen of Fort St. George represent 
mg our inability and requesting thev would if possible assist them We must 
remark that m their said indent thev did not specify the want of any cloth 
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which you mention as one of the articles we had neglected to supply them 
with. 

13. The further quantity of salt petre for Bombay ordered on board the 
Calcutta was decreased for the reasons mentioned in Consultation the 17th 
January, to ten thousand maunds, but the w'hole amount of our supplies of 
this article do now almost double the quantity at first promised them of 
thirty thousand maunds, so that they will have considerable remains on their 
hands for the early dispatch of their tonnage of the ensuing season, and this 
method of keeping them supplied in advance, we shall continue in future to 
observe as far as possible with a view of saving the hea\T expence of demorage, 
which you have been subjected to from the late arrival of the saltpetre with 
them. We have now also supplied that Presidency with some what more than 
the five laaks of rupees which we advised you we had permitted to draw for. 

14. We have given our final orders to the Chief and Council at Chittagong 
for the construction of the new factory in that province agreeable to the plan 
mentioned in our last address and for the particulars, we beg leave to refer 
you to our Consultation of the 24th of December when thev were determined 
on, observing here only, that we have on the present, considerably contracted 
the plan originally proposed. 

15. The gentlemen at Burdwan have also agreeably to former orders 
transmitted us plans for houses for the chief and other members of the factory 
which from the moderate expence they have represented will attend the execu- 
tion, w^e have approved of with some additions for accommodation of the 
seapoys stationed wuth them and to render the factory defensively against 
any flying parties of cavalry ; such a plan of the whole together wdth a sketch 
of the country round about, w'e have directed them to transmit us for our 
further consideration. 

16. In our additional letter bv the Devonshire we advised vou that on 
Mr. Vansittart’s departure, Mr. Spencer had taken charge of the Government 
till your directions by the Kent or Lapieing should arrive, wTich last having 
imported, he w^as acquainted with your destination respecting him, but as the 
rest of the members judged his continuance here requisite for the manage- 
ment of the Company's affairs till Lord Clive’s arrival, they addressed him a 
letter containing a request for that purpose in which he has acquiesced. 

17. hlr. Vansittart before his departure dehvered into us a calculate 
account of the commission due to him on the Company’s lands, requesting at 
same time that whatever on the adjustment of your accounts appear further 
due to him might be paid to his attornies, together with the commission on 
such part of the outstanding ballances for three years past as may he further 
recovered, and the amount demanded being CRs. 1,05,192, w as accordingly paid 
him out of the treasury. We observe and shall attend to your directions now 
received, that this additional emolument, is not to be continued to Lord Clive 
or any other future President and Governor. 

18. On the receipt of your letters of the 16th IMay and 1st June we imme- 
diately communicated to Brigadier General Carnac your resolutions and orders 
in his favor and also gave directions for notifying to the army in the manner 
you directed the thanks of the Company for their services in the campaign under 
Major Adams. 
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19. W'e also gave some other necessary directions for information of which 
.'beg leave to refer you to our Consultation of the 25th ultimo. But with regard 

to the reduction of the hatla^ to the army, we have thought it proper and 
necessary on account of their being engaged in actual service of so much 
consequence, to defer it for the present at least 'till the arrival of Lord Clive 
and the other members with the expected field officers, hoping by the example 
and support of the latter whom we conclude came out acquainted with your 
orders to meet witli less difficulty therein. We shall, however, carry them into 
execution ourselves, if the gentlemen should not soon arrive. 

20. W'e some time ago permitted Mr. George Godefridus De La Garde 
to proceed round to Bombay in order to see some of his near relations and 
settle some family concerns, on his return he shall be made acquainted with 
the contents of the 50th paragraph of vour last letter. 

21. Your complaints of remissness in duty of your junior servants conti- 
nued in your letter of the 17th December 1762 and the directions you w^ere 
pleased to give in consequence were duely communicated to them and in 
answer to the 49th paragraph of your letter now^ before us we must do them 
the justice to assure your honours that we have not since had any cause for 
being disatisfied with them on that account. 

22. At our Consultation of the 20th of December, Mr. Hastings delivered 
in a letter returning your honor's thanks for the benefits he had reaped in 
your service and desiring to resign the same ; and he accordingly took his 
passage for Europe on hoard his hlajesty’s ship Aledwciy. To fill the vacancy 
occasioned by this resignation, we called Mr. George Gray the next servant 
on your list from his residency at IMaulda, and you will observe that according 

j ^ hat e now directed your Council to consist of, he will when 
Lord Clive with the other expected gentlemen arrive exactly compleat the 
same. 

23. We further appointed Mr. Playdell, Export Ware House Keeper, in 
the room of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Richard Barwell,- Resident at Alaulda, in the 
room of Mr. Gray, and Mr. Richd. Witts, his Head Assistant, to succeed 
IMr. Barwell in the office of Sub Accomptant. 

24. x\nd here tve must again notice to your honors the great merit we 
diink due to this last named gentlemen [sic] for the attention and diligence he 
has exerted in the discharge of his late trust in which he has almost entirely 
remolded any further cause for those repeated complaints you have made con- 
cerning the backw^ardness of your General Books. With our last dispatches we 
ti ansmitted \ou the sett ending April 1/61 and we now forward to you as then 
advised, other two to April L63 and the other sett are now in such great 
forwardness that you may depend on their being transmitted by the last ship 
next season, and as your honours have always been so particularly urgent 
for the completion of this heavy task, we imagine we need not add further 
m recommendation of Mr. Barwdl than to refer you to the time, and manner 
in which he has acquitted himself of it. 

25. We must also repeat once more the favorable mention we have before 
made to you of Mr. John Graham our late Secretary. He for a long while 
acted in that capacity to us with the most unwearied assiduity and in every 
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other respect to our entire satisfaction, and we cannot in justice but recomnierid 
him again here as a servant very particularlv deserving vour notice and favoiic.' i 

16. On the appointment of Mr. Graham, a member of the settlement at 
Benaris, hlr. William Majendie, the Assistant Secretary, was nominated to 
succeed him as Secretary and has since entered upon and from liis diligence 
which we have already mentioned to you we are persuaded also of his giving 
you and us entire satisfaction in the discharge thereof. 

27. Mr. Witts will w^e hope exert himself in like manner as hlr. Barwell 
and w^e need only further assure your honours that it shall in future be a 
particular object of our attention that your general and other books are regularly 
and properly kept up and transmitted. Wc observe vour directions in regard 
to the hlilitary Pay blasters and Commissary Generals in particular, on account 
of the great part of your expences which fi’om the troubles we have been 
involved in must be therein stated ; those of the first office were transmitted 
you to November 1763 by the Figot and a sett of the Coniniissary General’s 
ending i\pril 1763 by the Devonshire. We now send you further a duplicate 
copy of these last together with the continuation promised to April 1764. 

28. Mr. Anselm Beaumont agreeably to the intention intimated in our 
last has also resigned your service, and proceeded to Europe on the Medway. 
Mr. Stanlake Batson took passage on the Devonshire. 

29. On the appointment of Mr. Barwell to the Residency of Maulda, w^e 
judged it necessary on account of the extent of your business at that factory, 
as likewise that you might have some person on the spot to take charge in 
case of any accident to that gentleman that he should have an assistant 
stationed with him, and Mr. William Barton w^as accordingly appointed. 

30. We have received representations both from blajor Champion and 
Major Stibbert on the occasion of your appointment of Sir Robert Fletcher 
to a majority on this establishment, by which they think themselves aggrieved ; 
in our letter by the Boscawetij w^e strongly recommended the former to your 
honours and must now do the same justice to the merit of Major Stihhert, 
referring you for the rest to his address to you on the occasion now transmitted. 

31. On the very particular recommendation of General Carnac and 
Commodore Tinker, we granted captain's commissions to Capt. Frederick 
Thomas Smith and Lieut. David Scott of his Majesty’s marines ; as we are 
willing however to avoid as much as possible giving any cause for umbrage 
to your officers from such appointments, we have declined complying wdth 
those which were made us by Lieuts. Wakely and Humphreys of the 96th Regi- 
ment. For your information of the casualities and military promotions which 
have occured since our last, w^e refer you to a list in the packet agreeably to 
the advice given you in our last, of the method we should in future observe 
for this purpose. 

32. But we are here to acquaint you with the resignation of Capt. James 
Forster of the battalion of Captain Lieut. Adolph Wilmers of the artillery -who 
takes passage on this ship. We have granted them both certificates of their 
good beha\dour in your service, bur we must here do the former the further 
justice of mentioning him as an officer who in every station and on all occasions 
has particularly distinguished himself. And the only cause of his now lesign- 
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of so many officers of superior rank on this establishment, since it has already 
been urged, that field officers should be subordinate to and under the direction 
of the President and Council only. 

34. Mr. James Robertson one of the cadets, who came out on the Success, 
preferred a very heavy complaint to us of his ill treatment during the passage 


not acquit nimseit oi arter givmg mm every opportunity ne couia aesire tor 
that end, we determined to mention to your honours as requiring your 
particular notice to prevent the like behavior in others. The complaint itself 
and proceedings in consequence you will find recorded in our Consultation of 
the 26th November, and 6th and 10th December to which ^ve beg leave to 

inf< 


wards delivered us a letter requesting our permission to return to Europe by 
any opportunity that might offer, with wffiich we complied. 

35. Besides the principal and interest of the tw'o bonds lost at the capture 
of Calcutta, which in our last general address we advised your honours to have 
paid off in consequence of your orders, we have discharged the amounts due 
on two others in the names of Dorothy Bellamy and Underam Cappree and 
have granted an interest note for wffiat became due on the particular one 
mentioned in your letter in the names of Messrs. Manningham and Frankland 
acct. George and Marry Tipping, observing conformably to your directions 
to be fully satisfied in each case that the claimant was the legal representative, 
and to take from him the proper security and indemnification. 


36. IVir. Campbell has delivered in a letter to us in consequence of the 
accounts which we required for exemplifying the regulations proposed by him 
in order to remedy the defects of the mint and we have the same now 
under our consideration. He has also delivered in an indent of some articles 
he is in w^ant of for the same purpose which is accordingly enclosed m 
the packet. 

37. We have received from Commodore Tinker a considerable part of 
the ordnance and stores belonging to the ships Medwdy and York for which 

we granted him the proper certificates, and copies of them are now transmitted 
you. 
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38. The marines of the former, not having arrived from camp in time 
to proceed on her to Fort St. George, were embarked on board the Caernarcon. 

39. The remaining men of the 84th Regiment were accommodated as 
advised in our last by Commodore Tinker, except a few whom Capt. Mangin 
was obliged to leave behind from sickness. These with Lieut. Grant left in 
command of them and the detachment of the 96th Regiment consisting of five 
officers and forty five men are now accommodated on the Va7isittart: a list 
of them is transmitted as usual in the packet- 

40. On the Calcutta tvere sent home a further number of the French 
men who have served in our military agreeably to the resolutions advised in 
our letter by the Devofishire and of wdiom a part was then returned, and the 
papers relating to their embarkation w'ere forwarded in that ship's packet 
to Bombay to be from thence transmitted to you with her general dispatches 
for Europe. 

41. The goods and merchandize we have consigned to your honours by 
this ship amount to current rupees 9,49,700. Fifteen hundred bags of saltpetre 
and one hundred and twenty bales of piece goods, in part thereof have been 
shipped in consequence of offers made us by Capt. Lew*in as surplus tonnage 
at half freight, for which w^e therefore transmit you a seperate bill of lading. 

42. We have further laden on her the usual supplies for your island of 
St. Helena amounting to current rupees 1,248-5 and have granted on the usual 
terms the following setts of bills by her in part of the remaining five laaks 
to be drawm this season vizt. at 365 days amounting to C.R. 3,65,018-2-6 or 
£ St- 42,585-7-10. 
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LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1765 


Ri*port the death of Mir Jiijar — nomination of 'Najmud-Daulah as Nawab 
proposed — perpetual assignment of 5 lakhs to the Companx by the Nawab for 
defence of the prozince. 

To the Hoii'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble United 
Companv of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

[L] We have advised you in the letter already addressed by this ship of the 
ill state of the Nabob’s health, and are sorrv now to be obliged to add the 
certain information received this morning from the Resident at the Durbar, 
of his demise about noon the 5th instant. 

A 

2. It is at present impossible for us to determine so hastily on the measures 
proper to be taken on so important an occasion : but as you will be anxious 
to know the plan we are intending to pursue, we shall here just inform you of 
what immediatly occurs to us, observing at the same time that considering 
the few members of the Board now at the Presidency, we have called 
Mr. Johnstone from Burdwan being so near at hand to assist us in our 
deliberations. 

j. The Nabob has left three children behind him, the eldest about sixteen 
years old, we have not a very favorable opinion of this young man’s abilities 
or character, but as the removal of the succession out of the family of the 
late Nabob might at this critical juncture of affairs throw the country into 
confusion, we propose to nominate him thereto, giving him at same time 
fully to understand that he receives and must hold the government by the 
influence and authority of the Company.^ The younger children w’e must 
obserte are as unequal to any actual charge from their minority as the 
other appears to be from his incapacity. In order therefore to supply this 
want of a capable person in the family, w^e shall take every precaution that 

proper officers are appointed for the management of the affairs of the 
government. 

4. ^ With regard to the interests of the Company the chief point that occurs 
to us is the converting the temporary assignment of 5 laaks per month for 
the expences of the army into a perpetual one wffiich appears to us but a 
just and reasonable compensation for the heavy charges the Company must 
be at while the entire defence of the province rests upon them. 

5. As the King is at present without army, we have taken the precaution 
of instructing ffie Commanding Officer to take every effectual means for dis- 
couraging applications to him from any quarter for sminuds for these provinces, 

not be of weight to support themselves without 
our assistance yet they might in improper hands, be sufficiently so, to embarrass 

our affairs and it is our intention if they appear necessary that they should 
be procured through our mfluence alone, ^ 
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6. We have also given the necessary directions to the subordinate factories 
on this event and we have the pleasure to inform vou chat we do not as vet 
foresee that any troubles are likely to ensue from it. We shall immediailv 

* ** <r 

enter into the maturest discussion of all the circumstances attendins this change 
and then form such resolutions as mav appear to us best calculated for the 
Company’s interests and the good of the country in general. And when we 
have so done, shall appoint a committee of the Board to proceed to the citv 
in order to seat the successor on the 7niisnud and see these resolutions effecmallv 
carried into execution. 

We are with the greatest respect 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient 
Fort William, humble servants, 

the 8th February 1765. J. Spencer / C. S. Play dell / Ralph 

[Per Vansittart\ Leveester / John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 1 1 MARCH 1 765 


Execution of Mir Oasim and surrender of deserters as a condition for 
peace with Shiijaud-Daulah — fall of Chiinarghar and Allahabad and retreat 
of Shujaud-Daulah — appreciation of Sir Robert Fletcher's measures against the 
enemy — arrangements for government of Bengal during minority of Najmud- 
Daulah — execution of fresh treaty with Najmiid-Daulah — agreement with 
Balwant Shigh for payment of revenues of his zemindari to the Company. 



O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


HonBle Shs, 

L We now continue by the ship Bute a detail of the few occurrences 
under this Department since our last addresses by the Vansiitart of the 6th and 
8th ultimo. 

2. Immediately after her dispatch we met as you were advised to consider 
on the situation of our affairs with the King and Shuja Dowla, and die measures 
proper to be taken for bringing the w^ar to as speedy a period as possible, 
and as our preliminary demand of the surrender of hleer Cossim, Sombre and 
the deserters had appeared to be the principal obstacle, Shuja Dowla urging 
alw^ays that it wns inconsistent with his honour to give up people who had 
fled to him for protection, it was agreed w’e should recede from that part of 
it which respected Cossim and Sombre provided he would himself cause to 
be executed the punishment we think due for their crimes by putting them 
to death in. a publick manner as an act of justice, and so that we could be 
certified thereof and have no doubt that they were really the persons executed. 



3i4 


LETTER TO COURT 


of Ms disposition to wliicli, we had had some intimation. With regard to the 
deserters we were of opinion it was proper still to insist on their being delivered 
into our own hands, as there was not the same reason for his objecting to 
this part, and in order that an example might be made to the army of their 
scandalous behaviour. It was not, however, our intention in consequence to 
relinquish the sunnuds before obtained for the zeniindarry of Bulwant Sing's 
country or yield the territory again to Shuja Dowda ; but if terms could have 
been received through the King for a peace, in wKich the aforesaid article 
should be agreed to, and the interest of His Tvlajesty provided for to his satis- 
faction, that he might not remain a burden to the Company wdthout the 
absolute expulsion of Shuja Dowla from all his dominions, as was at first 
proposed, it appeared to us that it would be adviseable to encourage such an 
overture. 


n 

3 . 


Cons. 19 Feb. 


Major Fletcher agreeably to the advice in his letter of the 21st of 
January, of which a copy was Transmitted you, having proceeded with his 

detachment to Elyabad, and sent hlajor Stibbert with the 
remainder of the army to Chinargur,'^we have the pleasure 
to acquaint vou tliat both places after a very trifling opposition surrendered^ at 
discretion on the 8th ultimo. Shuja Dowla continued his precipitate retreat 
tow’ards Lucknow, the capital of the province of Oud, and as by all our advices 
his affahs appear to be in the utmost confusion, and particularly his people 

entirely disaffected tow^ards him, and he has notwith- 
standing made no further overtures for an accommodation, 
w^e have now’ determined to pursue immediately the advantages we have gained 
over him, and drive him entirely out of his country, putting the King in 
possession agreeably to our former resolution. Nidjuff Cawn, the Chief 
mentioned in the 2nd paragraph of our last address has since joined our army 
with about 4000 horse. 


Cons. 2Sth Feb. 


4. No proper opportunity has yet offered to obtain from His Majesty 
the agreement w’e mentioned to you in our last for defraying the expences 
of the army since he joined it, owing to the King’s not being with the part of 
the army under Ala j or Fletcher, and with which Afr. Marriott continued till 
lately, but "we doubt not of his ready acquiescence herein. 


5. In the supplement to our last letter we mentioned to you that we 
thought Sir Robert Fletcher had hazarded rather too much in the movement 
he made after receiving the command of the army. It is with the greatest 
satisfaction w’e have now^ to observe to you that the vigorous measures he 
pursued have instead of any bad consequences, been attended with the most 
happy issue, by reducing the enemy to the greatest distress, and we therefore 
beg leave to recommend him to your particular notice and favour. 


Cons. Sth Feb. 


6. You w’ere advised in our last letter by the Van Sittart of the decease 
of the Nabob Aleer Jaffier, of what then occurred to us on the occasion as 

to the plan proper to be pursued and that we should 
immediately enter into the maturest discussions of all the 
circumstances attending the change of government, and from [sic] such reso- 
lutions as might appear to us best-calculated for the Company’s interest and 
the good of the country in general. 

7. We accordingly began to meet for this purpose in consultation the 
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11 ^ 


i2th ultimo when the point of succession being first taken into consultation. 

it was agreed that it should continue in the familv of 
Cons. 12th Feb. ]\Xeer Jaffier, and in the person of his surviving eldest son 

Najem-o-Dowla, hlr. Burdett only dissenting to this latter part in favour of 
his grand son, the son of Miran.^ 

8. Having afterw’ards considered the arrangements and regulations neces- 
sary to be made in the Government^ it w^as resolved on account of Xa]em-o- 


Cons. 14 Do. 


Dowda's minoritv and his entire ignorance in the affairs 


Government, having been never in the least engaged therein 
till he went up to the city about two months before, that the whole charge 
should not rest upon him nor upon Nundcomar in whom he had expressed 
an inclination of reposing his entire confidence. Since then the whole trust 
appeared too great to be placed in one man, and that from former circum- 
stances in Nundcomar’s conduct we had much reason to distrust him it was 
thought proper that another person should be appointed at the Board's re- 
commendation in the capacity of Kaib-Suhah, who should have immediately 
under the Nabob the chief management of all affairs ; and no one at the same 
time appearing so fit for this trust as Mahomed Roza Cawn, the Naih of 
Dacca, he was accordingly nominated for it. Under this Naih-Subah it was 
agreed that the business of the collection of the revenues should be divided 
into twm or more branches as might after’wards appear proper, and the appoint- 
ment or dismission of the mutseddies of those branches and the allotment of 
their several districts be with our approbation, and that w^e should also be 
at liberty to point out and object when improper persons w^ere employed 
under them. 

9. With regard to the monthly assignment of five laaks of rupees granted 
by Meer Jaffier to assist in defraying the expences of our army, and which we 
proposed getting converted into a further fixed resource for that purpose, tve 
agreed that Najem-o-Dowla should for the present engage to continue it to the 
Company while the troubles obliged us to keep the army in ye field leaving 
the matter to be further and finally determined on wUen peace should he 
restored. 

10. These points wdth a confirmation of the necessary articles of the last 
treaty with Meer Jaffier, his son w^as to acceed to, previous to his being 

established by us in the siihadaree. A treaty was accord- 
ingly prepared conformable thereto, and a deputation 
appointed with the proper instructions to get our resolutions carried into 
execution and we have the pleasure to acquaint you that after proper pains 

and attention taken to give Najem-o-Dowla the clearest 
and plainest notion of the several articles and of the sincerity 
of our intentions to support him on those conditions faithfully and steadhy, 
he agreed to accept the treaty in the form it W'as offered and accordingly 
executed it on his part in the presence of the principal men of the Durbar.^ 
He has been since publickly seated on the musnud by our deputies and pro- 
claimed everywhere in proper form ; and we learn from those gentlemen that 
he seems perfectly happy wdth wUat has been done for him and fully content 
to receive the government only from the Company and to rest himself entirely 
upon our advice and protection. 

11. The effecting the execution of your orders for obtaining the reversion 
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letter, to colut 


ot Lord Clive’s ia?yurc to the Company is a principal point in the instructions 


Cons. 14 Feb' 


vour information on 


'to the deputation this appearing the most favourable 
opportunitv that could have offered for that purpose. For 
the other points, we refer you to our Consultation of 


die I4th ultimo where they are entered at full. A copy of the treaty is 
transmitted in the packet to which ive also beg leave to refer you. 


12. hir. Grav having arrived at Calcutta took his seat at the Board just 
after the other nienihers had formed their resolutions, and dissented from 
the first part of theni"^ hut as his arguments produced no alterations in their 
sentiiiicRts, we have oiilv to refer vou to the minutes on both sides. 


to 


The s^entlemen of Fort St. George have advised us in an answer 
2 application mentioned in our last for a re-inf orcement of troops, that 

thev purpose sending us about two hundred men, which 
Cons. 25 Feby. *g possiblv spare us ; and we have already 

received in part about fiftv enlisted for this establishment by Lieutenant John 
Seagrave of His IMajesty's 79th Regiment. 


14. We are also advised from them of the arrival there of Mr. Law® 
with four ships under his command, and the necessary powers which he pro- 
duced to them for receiving over the possessions to be restored to the French 
in India bv virtue of the treatv of peace. He has since left them to proceed to 
Traiiquebar in order to receive back Karrical with its ancient districts, after 
which they learn he purposes proceeding to Pondicherry, and having sent 
persons to Mussulipatam, Yanam and Mahie to come to Bengal. We received 
from them at same time a copy of your letter of the 23rd of March last 
to the different Presidencies containing your more particular instructions 
for carrying into execution the articles of the treaty which respects your 
affairs. 


15. By all the information we could get, the French at the beginning 
of the year 1749 possessed factories in these provinces at Chandernagore, Patna, 
Sydahad, Dacca and Jugdia, and you were advised in our address by the 
Osterley that we had in consequence procured from the Nabob the necessary 
orders for their restitution, and shall put the commissaries in possession of 
such as they proved their title to, agreeably to the treaty ; to which we shall 
conform accordingly on the arrival of Mr. Law. 

16. But in answer to your orders on the subject of the 22nd article, we 
are to inform you that wt had before made a strict but entirely ineffectual 
search for any papers which might have fallen into our hands, in particular 
we must inform you that we know’ nothing of the seizure of their phirmaiinds 
at Aloorshedabad, if any of their papers should hereafter appear, they shall 
be duly delivered. 

17. For the present we have only to add further on this subject that you 
may place an entire reliance upon our attention to your directions, to live 
so far as may depend upon us in future harmony with this nation here, taking 
care at the same time to prevent their obtaining any undue influence in the 

country. 

18. The iMarattas having retired to Cuttack and manifested no further, in- 
tention of disturbing us, we have eased you of the expence of the detachment 
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advised in our last to have been sent into the Midnapoor province in conse- 
quence of their motions this way, and recalled it to Calcutta. 

19. We have received a letter from Mr. Van Sittart at Fort St. Geors:e 
referring to one which he was informed had, after his departure been delivered 

in by General Carnac in which this gentleman had mention- 
Cons. 25 Feby. with the same want of candour/ he had shewn on 

many former occasions, and informing us that he hoped to find a copv of 
the same with you ; before whom he should make the truth appear and in the 
mean time that the consideration of the General's not having produced the 
letter while he was present w^ould prevent us or any others from being 
prejudiced by it. This letter of the General’s with the papers therein mentioned 
are recorded on our Consultations of the 27th December and 3isi January, to 
which we refer you. 


Fort William, 

the 11th March 1765. 


We are with respect Hon’ble Sirs, 
Your faithful and obedient 
humble servants, 

J. Spencer / George Gray / J. Burdett. 


Postscript 

1 . Since wniting the foregoing, we have received letters from Mr. Marriott^ 
at Benaris, advising of Bulwant Sing’s having returned, and enclosing copies 
of the agreements entered into widi him for the revenues of his zemindarry 
to be paid the Company, of w^hich for your particular information others are 
transmitted in the packet; and we shall immediately meet to consider the 
points therein referred for our determination. We have also received a letter 
from General Carnac on the same subject and advising further that the- 
coming in of Bulwant Sing rendering a force unnecessary in the parts near 
Chirnargur, he had left only a battalion to garrison the fort and crost the 
rest of the detachment with JMajor Stibbert over the Ganges, that they might 
proceed on to Illiabad from w^hence he should march to reduce Lucknotv and 
such other parts of Shuja Dowda’s dominions as had not yet submitted. This 
you will observe corresponds with our resolution mentioned in the 3rd 
paragraph. 

2. We have also received a letter from the gentlemen of the deputation 
advising that the Nabob has readily acquiesced in our application for pro- 
curing the reverse of Lord Clive’s jaghire,^ and promised to give them 
immediately a proper grant confirming the same. 


We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’bie Sirs, 

^ Your most obedient and faithful 
Fort William, humble servants, 

the 11th March 1765. J. Spencer / C. S. Plavdell/J. Burdett/ 

[Per Bute] George Gray. 
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LETTER DATED 11 MARCH 1765 

Rei^iwst foT Europcun f€CTiiits for Rental — ciccouut of Burdwci7i TCveYLues 
milituTy appointments — Alajor iXluiiTO to be coni7uended to His Majesty s 
favour, 

J. O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Conipanv of jMeichants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon'ble Sirs, 

1. In our last address by the Vaiisitiart under date the 6th ultimo you 

were advised of the safe arrival of the ship Bute from her Batavia voyage, 
and that she was preparing to proceed to you as our last ship, agreeably to 
her destination advised by the Devonshire, She is now accordingly dispatched 
to YOU with a full cargo as per invoices and bills of lading transmitted in the 
packet the former amounting to [ ]. 

2. Fifteen hundred bags of her saltpetre have been shiped as surplus 

tonnage on the charter party terms of half freight of which 
Consn. 11 Feby. ^ seperate invoice and bill of lading is therefore sent. 

3. We have also laden on her the usual supplies for the island of 

St. Helena amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to the Governor 
and Council to CRs. [ ]. 


Consn, 4 Februv. 


4. Agreeably to the advice in our letter of tlie 26th November the few 
remaining men of the 84th and the detachment of the 96th Regiments were 
returned to Europe on the Vansittart and Major Munro, wdth the detachment 
of the 89th under his command now proceeds on this ship. 

5. Wlien w'e directed Captain Lewin to receive on board those passengers 
we referred him to you for payment of the whole expence agreeably to your 

commands in the 21st paragraph of your letter of the 
31st March 1763. He thereupon addressed us representing 
that his instructions laid him under the necessity of requesting the same might 
be paid him here agreeably to charter party and as all your said agreements 
positively specify that the sum of £10 to the owners shall be paid in India 
for every charter party passenger embarked for Europe, we direaed the amount 

due on that footing to be accordingly paid him out of our 
Consn. 11 Febry, treasury, but referred him as before for what was due to 

himself for entertaining the officers at his table. We have done in like manner 
with respect to the detachment embarked on board the Bute, 


6. Captain Lewin in his said letter also requested we would put on board 

a quantity of strong liquor for the use of the private men or else allows him to 

^ provide a supply at the Company's expence. An applica- 

Consn. 2o Febru-v. ^ ^ i. i, i - it - 

tion or tile like nature has been also since made by Captain 

iMaitland with this further addition that we would make him an allowance of 
tonnage for them. But as we had not received such from any of the com- 
manders who carried home troops last season, and we had moreover no 
directions from you on this subject, we have refered them to be answered by 
yourselves. 
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7. The Lord Ajisoji imported with us the 1st instant but we are extremelv 
sorrv to remark to you that the length of her voyage has proved fatal to most 
of her recruits from the scurvev and other distempers which raged among them, 
no less than 284 having dyed before her arrival in the River. We immediatelv 
ordered all the rehef in our pow'er from fresh provisions &ca. to be sent down 
the River to the survivors, and we hope most of them will now recover. 

8. We yet hear nothing of the Prince of Wales from which we cannot but 
conclude that the recruits intended by her have too severely experienced the 
same calamity and as therefore our engagements with the new Nabob (as you 
are advised from the other Department) leave the enthe defence of the pro- 
vinces upon us^ and the troops we have here already must unavoidably be 
much reduced in the field by the continuance of the war, we cannot but press 
vour honors for a further recruit as soon as possible and we must repeat as a 
further argument for your complyance, the disproportion of our European 
force to the number of seapoys we are therefore obliged to entertain, the 
dangerous consequence of which w’e have so much experienced in their fre- 
quent mutinies at the most critical junctures. At the same time you will 
immediately perceive the necessity of then* departure (from the instances before 
mentioned) at a more early season and at the same time we must also repeat 
our earnest application for a proper supply of small arms. 

9. The Leopard’s cargo having been compleated, she received her dis- 
patches for Fort Marlbro the 11th ultimo and we at same time came to the 
resolution of supplying that Presidency annually with the quantity of 200 
chests of opium unless they should advise otherwise. 

10. We are adtised from Fort St. George of the safe arrival there of the 
Caernaroon on the 26th of January. 

11. We have determined nothing yet in respect to the disposal of the 
Lapxiing till we hear from those gentlemen whether or not they have any 
material service on which to employ her for your benefit. She is no longer 
under the same commander, Capt. Griffin having quitted her with our per- 
mission in order to proceed to Fort St. George where his private business called 
him, and we thereupon appointed hlr. Alexander Wilson, the, Chief Officer, 
well recommended by Capt. Griffin, to the command of her. We at the same 
time called upon Capt, Griffin for his account of the bullion put on board the 
vessell which on his delivering in the whole appeared expended in necessaries 
for her use at the places where she touched, and wages to different persons 
discharged here and a ballance due to Capt. Griffin of £43-8-4y^. The same 
was accordingly reimbursed him, 

12. Captn. Maitland has also delivered in to us his account current on 
Ms Batavia voyage, the ballance whereof being in your favor — ^rix dollars 
1,692-37 or AR 2,708-5-4, he w^as accordingly directed to pay into the treasury, 
besides the said sum, he advanced to IVIr. Francis Jourdan at Batavia wffio 
was late one of the Council at Manilla, 2,600 rix dollars to enable him to pay 
off the money which Mr. Jourdan himself informed us w^as taken up to pay 
the King^s troops wffiile there. 

13. Captain Roch of the Fort William delivered in a letter to us re- 
presenting from the copies of letters accompanying it which he transmitted 
you from those places, the necessity of Ms putting in at the island of La Gmiz 
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and the Cane Good Hope and. supplying his recimts ■with fresh pio\isions 
and other refreshments^ emd rec|i-iesting i(\e would reimhurse him. his expence 
on those sccoimts. For the particulsirs we refer \oii to his letter and our Con- 
sultation of the 7th instant on which it is recorded. We at the same time 
paid him the ballance of freight agreed to be discharged in India, the whole 

amounting to £S. 2,944-0-6. 

14. Some accounts of the JBurdwan revenues leceited just after the 
Vansittarfs dispatch were ordered to be transmitted in the packet to your 
Secretary. We have since received a letter from the gentlemen there, advising 
us that the Rajah had appHed to them for permission to le'v y from the raits 
[ro ots] a sdlam\ of adda mhii, or half a month on account of the birth of a 
son, as had been usual on such occasions. This application having been con- 
sidered, it was not thought proper to comply therewith, but agreed, however, 
that the ballances of former years which had been collected m the course of the 
present, should be given up in part compensation for the salary and that as 
much more should be advanced him out of the treasury of the said province 
as would compleat to him on occasion the sum of one laak of rupees. 

15. Taking at the same time into consideration the great deduction that 
would this season arise in tlie rents of the province from so many farms 
purchased at outcry being relinquished and held caas^ and the allowances 
w'hkh it w'ould be found necessary to make for losses by overflowings in the 
cofiier lands ; as also the disposal of the lands after the expiration of the 
outcry terms this year, it was agreed on the subject of the first point that 
the sum of thirty two laaks should be stipulated at for the malguzary of the 
present vear w'hich is the same as it w^as settled by Mr. Sumner. Whth regard 
TO the disposal of the lands, the second point considered, the most eligible 
method appeared that of putting them up at outcry as before in seperate lots 
for the terms of 3 years and with the restriction that no European should be 
permitted to bid. 

16. The necessary directions w'ere accordingly given to the Chief and 
Council observing to them that the stipulation of the present year w’as not 
to be esteemed as a precedent but a resolution in respect to it only for the 
reasons mentioned. 


17. These gentlemen have also transmitted us the plans we mentioned in 
our last to have required of them, wdiich answ^ering the object in view of 

securing the factory from any sudden irruptions of horse 
Consn. 11 Feby. without putting the Company to the large expence 

of a fort, we have directed them to carry into execution. 


18. We beg leave to refer you for the usual account transmitted in the 
packet of the decrease and increase of your investment of this season. Wq 
have hitherto made the necessary advances to the different subordinates and 
the aurungs for the ensuing seasons and we expect to be able to supply them 
in such manner that your list will be fully compleated ; in particular w^e must 
notice to you that the part provided at Chittagong has this season so much 
exceeded the former provisions that the gentlemen have applyed to us for 
an advance of two laaks of rupees, informing us that they expect with this 
assistance to be able to compleat the w^hole of their list. 

19. Mr. Joseph Pouchon having delivered in a letter to us engaging to 
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make considerable improvements in the silk manufacture and accompanying 
it with samples of that article wound up under his directions from cucons 
collected near Calcutta, which appeared to be much superior in the winding 
to what is generally produced from the same place, w'e have agreed in order 
to give his proposal in a fair tryal, and to enable us to judge how far it may be 
attended wdth benefit to the Company, to permit him to proceed to Cossiiii- 
buzar factory, and invest to the amount of about 20,000 rupees and the gentle- 
men there have had the necessary directions in consequence. 

20. With the other papers of the packet is an address to you from General 
Carnac which he informs us contains his acknowledgements for the lioii‘blc 
dis unctions you have been pleased to shew him,- and explaining and apolo- 
gizing for the cause of his having for some time declined accepting the service, 
after his re-appointment. 

21. The particular objection against complying with Capt. Jennings's 
application for a majority “that we never before had Field Officer in the 
Corps of Artillery”, being now removed by the appointment of Sir Robert 
Barker to the rank of Colonel and IMajor Munro, having also warmly requested 
his promotion in addition to the former recommendations in liis favor, we 
have thought it unnecessary to wait for your answer to our representation on 
this subject and have accordingly appointed him a Major. ” 

22. Captains George Hay of the cavalry and George Wliiclicott of the 
battalion have, since our last, resigned your service, and take passage to Europe 
on this ship, the usual certificates having been granted them of their good 
behaviours. 


23. We have appointed Captain John Graham, captain of cavalry, in 
consequence of Capt. Hay's resignation ; and Captain Whichcott having last 
vear been permitted to exchange a commission in the King's service for one 
on this establishment, and being now deskoiis of resigning the same in favor 
of Captain McPherson of the Bombay Detachment, who was strongly re- 
commended to us by Major Munro for his good behaviour in the late cam- 
paign, we appointed Capt. McPherson accordingly, a captain on this establish- 
ment on the resignation of the former gentleman with his rank on the Bombay 
establishment. 


24. Lieut. John Seagravc of His IMajesty's 79th Regiment having enlisted 
a company for this establishment out of the regiment, and His Majesty's 
marine, we have also granted him a captain's commission. 

25. Lieut. Fredrick Vincent of the same regiment, takes passage on this 
ship having been permitted by his Commanding Officer when at Batavia, to 
proceed home by tlie w'ay of Bengali. 

26. We have appointed Capt. Lewis Du Gloss to whom we had before 
granted a brevet in the corps of engineers, an additional surveyor on this 
establishment and Mr. Robert Hunter wiio was late a surgeon at Fort Marlbro’, 
a supernumerary at this Presidency. We have appointed hlr. jMathew Allen 
belonging to the 96tli Regiment, a supernumerary surgeon to the army. 

27. Wc beg leave to recommend to you for an ap|X>intment on the list 
of civil servants, Mr. Francis Gladwin, a gentleman who has WTOte for some 
time under the Secretary and well recommended by him for his assiduity. 

28. Of the Frenchmen ordered on board the Calcutta to be transported 

Voi. IV— 21 



LETTER TO COURT 


home bv the wav of Eombav, some were returned not liavine arrived below 
in time for the ship and a list of them is therefore enclosed in the packet 
that you may recover from her owners the amount paid Captain Thomson 
for accomodating tiiem at the stipulated rate of £10 per man. 

29. These with the other few remaining would have been sent home by 
this opportunitv had there been any possibility of Captain hfaitland’s accom- 
modating them on board. 

30. W'e have drawn on you by this ship the remainder of the tw^enty 
laaks of this season as per register annexed. Besides which we have granted 
bills to Major hlunro for a laak and an half of rupees as follows vizt. 

Current Rs. 1,00,000 ... for himself 

25,000 ... for his ojfficers 

and 

25,000 ... for the regiment 

and certificates to Capt. Maitland for CRs. 43,200 ; to Mr. Charles Deane, 
Chief Mate of the Bute for 3,240 ; and hir. William Peirson, Purser, for 8,640. 

31. Considering the particular services rendered the Company by Major 
Munro and his officers that it has not been in their pow'er to make any 
remittances by former conveyances and the difficulties it would subject them 
to, to leave the whole of their property in India and as it has been assisting to 
us, as well as obliging them, w’e hope on duely weighing all circumstances 
that this addition will neither be inconvenient or disagreeable to you. 

32. The certificates to Capt. Maitland and his officers and the amount 
received in part of the principal and profits of their voyage are not included 
in the bailance of the twenty laaks, because not applyed for hill after the 
close of the register. agreed, how^ever, to grant them on account of the 
particular clause at the end of your established indulgence, and as the whole 
amount would be so small an addition to the rest though at the same time 
a \ery great inconvenience to the concerned if refused,* it is necessary to 
remark that besides the drafts granted, we received applications for remittances 
by this ship to a very considerable amount. 

3o. As IMajor hlunro is now proceeding home and we think the Company 
so much indebted to him for his great services while in the command of the 
army, we cannot conclude wdthout referring you to the particular mention 
we made of them in our address by the DevotisJure that you may take the 
proper notice thereof on his arrival " The recommending him to His Majesty 

as requested in the paragraph is a point we must particularly repeat and urge 
as due to his great merit. 


Supplement 

1. The Import Ware House Keeper has this day delivered in the 
account of the last general sale made the 5th instant amounting to current 
rupees 5,^, 164, remarking at the foot that though the tin remaining in the 
wme house has been exposed thrice, no person has offered even the invoice 
price for it and that the small quantity of copper put up to sale, is the reason 
why this mticle now sold so much better than at the last outcry. The account 
is transmitted you in the packet as also an account sale of the" damaged eoods 
remainiog in the export ware house. ^ ^ 
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2. The Export Ware House Keeper has delivered in a letter complaining 
of the ill management of the gomastahs at the aurungs both in respect to the 
provision of your investment and the leaving large ballances remain uncollected 
at the close of every season and therefore recommending our sending a covenant 
servant to the principal ones of Hurriaul and Buddaui which are contiguous 
to each other and if the business is found to be better conducted under his 
direction that then the long proposed scheme of placing all the aurungs under 
vour servants be carried into execution ; and we shall take the same accordingly 
into consideration immediately after the dispatch. 

3. hlr. Plaisted has also delivered in a letter requesting we would re- 
commend him to you for obtaining the same standing on this establishment 
as he would have had, had he continued at Bombay from his appointment 
there in the station of a factor, and that he might also afterwards rise in the 
service in the usual course, and as he has ahvays manifested great atiention 
and assiduity in whatever branch he has been employed we cannot but 
readily comply with this his request and hope he will meet with your indulgence 
therein. 

4. Capt. Lieut. Paul Neidrick of the artillery has further addressed us re- 
questing our permission to resign your service with wLich w’e have accordingly 
complyed granting him the usual certificates. 

5 . We have also received an application from Captain Roch of the Fort 
Williafit for certificates for the amount of the ballance of freight and disburse- 
ments paid him here which we have complied with. 

6. And Captain Maitland has delivered in the usual protest for not receiv- 
ing his dispatches this day agreeably to charter party, a copy of wLich is 
transmitted in the packet. 

Fort William, We are &ca, 

the 11th March 1765 . (Signed) John Spencer / Chas. Staffd. 

[Original per Bute] Play dell / John Burdett / George Gray. 
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LETTER DATED 14 MARCH 1765 

End of war with Shujaud-Daulah and treaty with Shah Alam — Shujaud- 
Daidah's relations with Najibud-Daulah — Bengal to pay 5 lacks per month 
for its defence — settlement with Najmud-Daulah regarding Clivers jagir — 
Northern Circars to be secured for the Company to check French designs — 
measures to check mortality among troops during voyage — appreciation of 
Major Munro’s services. 

T O the HonBle the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies. 

HonBle Sirs, 

1. I addressed myself to you by the Vansittart respecting my own parti- 
cular situation in your sendee in consequence of your orders by the Lapwing. 
Duplicate thereof accompanys this, so that I have very little to add, having 
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rcfcrrcci iiiy cnsc to vour justice, except to leiiiiirk. on tlic eiicrccisccl clisstigiee- 
abieiiess of iiiv situation from my being obliged to remain at the request of the 
geiitletneii of Coimcii as noticed in the duplicate. this I am now shut up 
for the rains, as the season is too far expired to think of going to Bombay till 
after the rains even if Lord. Clive was soon to arrive, but of whom \\c yet hear 
■. I am however verv happv that your affairs arc so likely to be bene- 
bv niv stay at so critical a jiiiictiire. and wdiicli might otliciwisc lia\c been 
vn into the utmost confusion. 


2. You have in our General Letter from the Publick and Secret Lepart- 
meiits, an account of vour affairs here, however, it may be necessary^ by way 
of elucidation for me to say something on some points, and wdiich gives you 
the trouble of this letter. 


3. You will sec that the w an with Stija O Dowla is nearly brought to an 
happy period, bv its being I believe, out of his powder to give you any material 
disturbance. He is dispossessed of the principal part of the country be held, 
and his forces will never, 1 hope, make bead again with any effect, and when 
General Carnac possesses himself of Liicknow'ff which I make no doubt a few 
days will effect, he will then have no footing left. His troops are mostly dis- 
persed and disheartened and many have abandoned his party and come over 
to the King, who is going to. and will now be settled in Eliabad, and be put in 
possession of Suja O Dowla s country on the terms of treaty. When w-e have so 
done, there end our engagements with him, and there they ought to end, for 
I cannot but think that more distant engagements wTuild at last prove ruinous 
to your affairs, and shall not therefore be adopted by me, nor I hope by those 
that may hereafter succeed to the management of your affairs. 

4. The King thus seated and countenanced by us, we have reason to believe 
will be able to support himself without any w^ay involving us. Our plan is to 
leave him there as soon as we can and return to the frontiers of these provinces 
or rather in the Gazipore country assigned to you as you will see in our advices, 
for you must always canton troops so as to cover these provinces at all times, 
and they should be a large proportion of your troops, not only as a more health- 
full situation, hut as necessary to preserve vour influence in these provinces 
likewise. The King so situated will be a good barrier to tliis country, and wc 
shall not need to apprehend from him. 

5. You will please to observe that this warr with Suja O Dowia has never 
been a matter of choice, but of absolute necessity, and the same holds good 
respecting the treaty with the King. It w'ould have been prudent in us, and 
it was our desire not to have entirely ruined Suja O Dowla, but to have had him 
rather a barrier between us and other powers, could we have once brought him 
to a conviction that it w’as his real interest to have been on friendly terms with 
us, Y'ou will see in the course of our proceedings that this was our desire even 
after the battle of Buxar, but he continued obstinate, and this we were also 
led to, ill order to avoid engagements with the King, but wLen he slighted all 
overtures, and any receeding on our part seemed to produce the contrary effect, 
your interest compelled us to set the King s powder against his, and convince 
the empire w^'e were not determined to destroy the Mussulman power, which 

t ^1, ^ind "w^lncli our not receiving the King would have but 
coiifirincd, and (however absurd), established a belief that our real views were 
to wrest the empire from their hands. 
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6. Thus situated, we had no other system to act bv. but that we have 

adopted, and happy I am that I have had such a share in restablishing [sic] 

your affairs here. You will see that we, since our engagements with the King, 
have even receded so fan* as to consent to receive as -a satisfaction, that hlir 
Cossim and Sumro should be punished by him, (instead of being delivered up 
to us) as an act of justice for the blood they have so unjustly spilt, provided we, 
through the King, could have brought about a peace in which the interest of 
the King could have been also considered, but this took no effect, and there 
now seems no other choice hut for the King to hold the country in his own 
name and support proper people under him. In short to leave him the entire 
management of those countries except that part next to Bengal assigned to you 
as mentioned in our advices. Even that, had circumstances made it requisite, 

or that we could thereby have procured peace satisfactory to all parties, wc 

should not have been averse even to have given up in some degree our preten- 
tions to, had that been the only obstacle to so desirable an end as a solid 
accommodation w'ould he, having an eye in this to the reluctance you so justly 
express to new^ expeditions or distant acquisitions. But as matters are circum- 
stanced, it was but our duty to secure you such funds as we could, to support 
so heavy a wan*. 

7. Suja O Dowfa is retired from Lucknow* and the province of Oud, and is 
said to be gone to seek refuge and assistance among the Rohillas, a power 
situated near Delli, under Nejib O Dowla- w*ho is their head, but it s a power 
under independant chiefs who do not draw together, and though Nejib O 
Dowla and Suja O Dowla have outwardly professed friendship, yet it’s a truth 
tliat their disagreements about the division of power have been the chief 
obstacle to the King’s acquiring influence in the empire, and iliough they 
never came to a rupture about it, yet it’s a point on which they alw^ays greatly 
differed I cannot indeed pretend to say he will not assist him in distress, espe- 
cially if he is possessed still of treasure, yet I believe they will make no great 
effort in his behalf, being themselves involved with the Jauts and hlarattas 
who support Gazo Din Khan, the late Vizier’s interest, and who are of course 
enemies to Suja O Dowia, the mortal enemy of Gazo Din Khan. Cossim AUi 
has been plundered of his effects, and is now* an object from which we have 
nodiing to fear in future. VTiere he is retired I do not yet exactly know* but 
I believe that his fate, and that of Suja O Dow’la subsequent to it, will imprint 
such an idea in the minds of these eastern people of us, as w’ill deter the chiefs 
of this empire from disturbing the peace of these provinces in future, especially 
while they are convinced we are on our guard. 

8. Thus are our affairs situated up country, and you may rest assured of 
my vigilance while I remain in power here, to seize every opportunity to benefit 
them as far as it can be consistently done. I shall now proceed to make some 
observations on our transactions in consequence of the demise of Jaffir Alii 
Khan, the late Nabob. 

9. We have thought it most prudent to support his eldest son in the 
government, as pointed out by the late Nabob. Certainly he is not equal to 
such a charge, but as much so, or more, than any of the family. To have 
sought for any one out of the family might, as affairs are circumstanced, have 
been attended w*ith very evil consequences to your affairs and the country in 
general at this juncture besides the appearance of injustice it w*ould wear, 
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and uiiat we have done is consonant to your late orders to support Jaffir and 
Ills family. This therefore was out plan as to the successor and our proceedings 
now sent home shew the steps we have taken to prevent too much power falling 
into any one man's hands under him, especially in those of Nundocamar,^ 
whose evil disposition to our affairs in general is too notorious to you and us^ 
but during the time of the late Nabob it was thought too disgustfull a measure 
to enforce his removal We shall, however, by the measures pursuing, reduce 
his power within moderate bounds if not prevail on the Nabob totally to 
remove him, which must depend on the advices of our deputies at Muxadabad„ 
who are now there carrying our asrreement with the Nabob into execution. 

10. To prevent revolutions or changes in future, we thought it safest for 
your affairs to let the defence of the provinces lay on us, and us only, or in 
fact that there should be no military force but yours. This will put it out of 
the power of any one ever in future to disturb your affahs by commotions or 
otherwise and also give you a sufficient fund for such military force. I would 
have fixed this at five lacks per month, by rendering the temporary assignment 
of that sum a perpetual one, but this being thought by some to bear too hard 
on the provinces, it is modified as you will see in the treaty. My sentiments 
are, that considering the hazard your affairs have from time to time ran, your 
heavy expences of sending out and maintaining troops and the heavy diss- 
apointment you have sustained in your investments, that such a sum should 
be assigned you for your military expence as wmuld leave you the major part 

* meaning your revenues* as a resour se for your trade and 

Burdwan &ca. Other expences, or in other words, that as your forces 
defend the provinces, the provinces should pay them, and this in fact 
will be the case still, till your pleasure on this head is known as to the 
force you will add to your present destined number of Europeans to 
your establishment of this season. And it will be necessary that you are 
explicite, for if you point out that the provinces so situated should pay this full 
sum of five lacks, only mention it in vour letters as your intention and it will 
be done without hesitation. This step will so effectually preserve your in- 
fluence here and on a footing not to be shaken, that I cannot but most earnest- 
ly recommend it to you to make your establishment here, including four com- 
panies of artillery, four thousand Europeans. This would be a force full 
adequate to all purposes respecting the country government, lessen your 
dependance on sepoys, whose numbers in proportion to your Europeans, have 
at all times rendered them so extremely dangerous, as has been so fatally 
experienced last year, and which ought to be lessened as soon as prudently may 
be, and such an European force would put it out of the power of, and deter 
any other European nation from attempting to disturb you in your present 
noble acquisitions, especially co-operating with the force you have determined 
to keep up also on the coast of Coromandel. This great object was m y motive 
for ascertaining to you a permanent fund to enable you to keep such a force 
as should put your affairs out of all hazard, and as it stands in the treaty, it 
will, as observed above, be whatever you please to have it, and happy will always 
be the reflexion to me that I have been in any degree instrumental in putting 
your affairs on so flourishing a footing as they now are. 

11. The other additions to the treaty and our proceedings thereon speak 
so plainly for themselves as to need no remark here, I have therefore only to 
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observe that this was so fair an opportunity to secure to you the reversion of 
Lord Clive’s jaghire that I thought it a duty not to let it slip in expectation of 
his arrival, when the government being once settled it might not be so easilv 
effected, especially as Lord Clive had not the connection with, or knowledge 
of, the present Nabob that he had with Mir Jaffir. It tvas therefore made a 
part of the instructions to our deputies, and I have the pleasure to advise vou 
that the Nabob has consented to cede to you this considerable addition of 
rupees 2,22,000, to your estate here, and which will in due time relieve you from 
the disagreable circumstance of being accountable to any one for this jaghire, 
which by changes might have fallen into very improper hands. 

12. You are advised that Mr. Law is arrived on the Coast of Coromandel 
at the head of the French affairs in India, I do not expect him here till May, 
nor is any one yet arrived here. In the mean time I am taking every measure 
that appears necessary to prevent their acquiring any other influence than is 
by treaty intended they should have, and as a necessary precaution, I have 
wrote to the Commanding Officer of the army and your Chief at Benares, to 
be vigilant that no emissary of Mr. Law's endeavours to procure privately any 
improper grants from the King, which Tvir. Lawn’s former connections with Mm 
might prompt him to ask and the King to grant. And this new connection 
of ours wuth the King I look on in this respect as a most fortunate circumstance. 
Immediately on forming it, I wrote to your President at Madras to know 
whether any grants from the King, or what, could bentfit your affairs that way, 
either by confirming the Nabob more fuRy there, or otherwise. In answer 
Mr. Palk has requested of me to endeavour to procure for you the right by 
simnuds to the five Northern Circars^ adjacent to Masulipatam wMch would 
put your affairs with Nizam Alii, the acting Suha of the Decan on a more 
respectable footing. These I am privately managing at the request of Governor 
Palk through General Carnac, to prevent it’s giving umbrage, which measure 
I take it for granted I shall succeed in, without expence, and it will be more 
necessary to prevent the French designs that way, who, notwithstanding the 
restriction of treaty, may be led to fortify themselves with everv plausible grant 
or protection they can, and this previous precaution of ours will add to the 
security of your already valuable possessions on that coast. 

13. The only thing I could think of to benefit your affairs on the Bombay 
establishment would have been to enlarge your grants at Surat, by procuring 
sunnuds for the whole, leaving it to the consideration of the gentlemen to use 
them or not, but as such grants might only serve to excite the jealousy of your 
Maratta neighbours, and would perhaps unite them and the M(X)rs that way 
against your interest, I thought it most prudent to desist, and leave things there 
as they at present are, and if such grants should be hereafter found necessary, 
it w^ould always be in our power to procure them. 

14. The burthen of the war before the assignment of the 5 lacks per 
month, fell so heavy on you that almost every rupee was diverted to the purposes 
of it, and this unavoidably. You have felt it in your investments of the past 
season, however even in them you will find more done than considering every 
thing, could have well been expected. This must also account for the large 
drafts on you this year ; much more was tendered, and with conveniency to 
your affairs here might have been received, but the consideration of the in- 
conveniency such drafts might be of to you at home with held our hands, and 
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I hope those drafts that necessity alone has compelled us to give will be 

approved of. 

15. The drafts on the whole will be about 22 lacks of rupees by the three 
ships of the season. Our invoices by them will be better than . . . 2/ lacks 

Wc have remitted to China by the Argo lb 

The drafts from Bombay answered by us, and the amount sent them 

in petre falls very little short of 9 

The drafts from iVIadras on us and our supplies of opium to the West 
Coast will be little short of 


49 lacks 

so that vou will please to observe that exclusive of the drain on us for the 

support of the warr, we have applied 49 lacks and upwards to your mercantile 

purposes of the season. And well knowing the high importance of it to you, 

it has been my study to promote by every means in my power, your mercantile 

interests which the fatality of the times till lately, have made almost a secondary 

object with your servants here. I mean not in this any reflection on their 

conduct, as you have nianv valuable servants here, but to shew the situation 
^ * 

your affairs have been in. I have the pleasure to advise you that you have 
a fair prospect of a large investment for the ensuing season, timely advances 
having been made for this purpose within these two months, and being thus 
earlv, and to the extent of what has been required at each arimg, amounting 
to upwards of t wen tv lacks already, I have the greatest hopes therefrom, and 
shall particularly attend to keep the ariings and factories in this respect as 
fully supplied as our circumstances will admitt of, and if possible to send a 
further supply to China. 

16. You will observe no less than 25000 bags of saltpetre sent to Bombay 
in the course of this season, this is intended not so much to supply their wants 
of this season, as to give them a year's petre beforehand, thereby to ease you of 
the demurrage and inconvenicncics arising by late dispatches from that Presi- 
dency, which has for several years past been obliged to keep it's ships till the 
arrival of the petre from Bengal before they could be loaded, and which was a 
heavy burthen on your affairs, that way, and which by this step will be 
removed, and by it I hope you will not have any ships on hand in India pro- 
vided they arrive in time to be sent home, but as before observed, the Kent is not 
vet arrived, nor have w^e any advice this way of the Admiral Pocock since her 
putting back to Xolo on her way from Manilla. Should she return to India in 
time she is destined one of your homeward ships from Bombay. 

17. The gentlemen at the West Coast, within the course of eight months 
past, have had large supplies of opium sent them, and sensible of the impor- 
tance of it to your interest there, it is fixed that they have large annual supplies 
of that material article agreable to their indents, and both at Bombay and 
here, the welfare of that establishment, as far as has been in my power, always 
had particular attention shewm to it. 

18. One circumstance more I have to observe before I close tliis address, 
and that from a motive of humanity and at the same time as it's of the utmost 
importance to your affairs respecting the troops sent out. The sad mortality 
by the Lord Anson is noticed, and worse is to be apprehended from the Prince 
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of Wales, which ship we hear nothing of since her leaving Sta. Cruz. Late 
dispatches do not answer for the conveyance of troops to India in crowded shlps^ 
as the length of the passage is generally attended with fatal coiisequencies. 
It was a case of necessity this year, but in such cases the commanders should 
positively be enjoined to touch at such ports as conveniently may be to refresh 
their people, and some ampler provision made of wine &ca. for refreshing and 
heartening the sick in the course of the voyage, the want of which and a suffi- 
cient stock of medicines to such an encreased number of people, added much 
to the mortality on board. But an early dispatch, and thereby shortening 
the passages, wall be the surest preservative of your troops. 

19. Major Munro now leaves us, whose eminent services speak so much 
for themselves as to leave little necessity to remark on the publick conduct of 
this valuable officer. It is, however, but doing justice to his private character 
to say it is in all respects amiable, and this happy disposition in him produced 
the unanimity and spirited conduct in our troops at the important battle of 
Buxar which broke the force of Suja O Dowla. His conciliating obliging temper 
made everything between him and the Board pass on with such unanimity as 
has been productive of happy effects, and I shall, as the last act of justice in 
my powder, beg leave to recommend him in the strongest terms to your notice. 
He has mentioned to me the services of Tvlajor Pcmble,-^ who came down in the 
command of the Bombay Detachment ; he ranks here next to Major Champion, 
and as from the importance of your affairs here, officers of his rank and experi- 
ence in the country are so highly necessary, I beg leave to recommend him to 
your notice, to fix him in the rank he now^ holds on this establishment. His 
services wdien at Manilla, and now here, render him w’orthy of this distinction, 
and Major hlunro will, if necessary, bear ample testimony of his merit, and he 
is of himself so esteemed here, that he would be received without objection by 
your officers in general. 

20. It is not, I hope, necessary to urge here, that I have been perfectly 
disinterested in my transactions relative to the Government or otherwise, and 
that what has appeared to me the best calculated for the general and lasting 
good both of the Honourable Company and the country has been, to the best 
of my judgement, adopted and steadily pursued, and I hope such a foundation 
is now laid, as that your influence and powder in this country will not be easily 
lessened in future, and that these provinces will be free from the calamities 
that they have sustained, which a little vigilance on our side, and your firmly 
supportmg from home the plan now^ adopted as in the treaty, will at all times 
prevent. Let me also add my hope that my endeavours for the general good, 
and your interests in particular may meet your approbation, which will give 
me particular satisfaction whatever may be the success of my application to 
you in my address accompanying this, it having been my constant endeavour 
during a series of 24 years to manifest myself on all occasions a faithful! servant 
of the Honourable Company. 


Fort William, 

the 14th of March 1765. 

[Per Bute'} 


I have the honor to be with respect 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Spencer. 
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LETTER DATED 30 SEPTEMBER 1765 

Sudden and uim'arrantable acquisition of riches by Co^npany's servants— 
all-pereasive spdrit of disobedience and indiscipline — military also affected by 
the spirit of avarice — Clives praise for General Carnads integrity — possessions 
to be confined to Bengal ^ Bihar and Orissa — reasons for restoring Shujaud- 
DaulaJds dominions — Clivers vie'ws about the powers of a Governor and his 
Council — expediency of a Select Coijimittee — suggests appomtment of Madras 
civilians to Bengal establishment — ban on use of dastaks by writers ineffectual 
— increase hi Company's revenues by the acquisition of Diwani — attitude of 
Indian pozoers towards the English — regulations for trade in salty betel-nut and 
tobacco — encroachment of the jnilitary upon the civil jurisdiction — re- 
commends Sir Robert Barker — praises Verelst and Cartier for incorruptibility 
— Clivers title to the jagir. 

^0 the Hon’ble the Court of Directors. 

Gentlemen, 

1. Bv the letter from the Select Committee, and copy of their proceedings, 
which are transmitted to you by this conveyance, you will be enabled to form a 
general idea of the state of this settlement on the arrival of the ship Kent, 
together with the measures we thought necessary to pursue, in order to settle 
the Company’s afEairs in these provinces, upon an advantageous and permanent 
foundation. You will permit me however, to lay before you my own sentiments 
in particular, concerning those measures, and to communicate also by this 
earliest opportunity, such others as I wish should be adopted before I quit the 
Government, and which I hope will be not only approved of, but likewise so 
fully confirmed and established by the Court of Directors, that the abuses 
which may otherwise be revived by the ambition and avarice of some future 
Governours, or Councils, may be effectually prevented. 

2. Upon my arrivaP, I am sorry to say, I found your affairs in a condition 
so nearly desperate as wmuld have alarmed any set of men, whose sense of 
honor and duty to their employers had not been estranged by the too eager 
pursuit of their own immediate advantage. The sudden, and among many, 
the unwarrantable acquisition of riches, had introduced luxury in every shape, 
and in it’s most pernicious excess. These two enormous evils went hand in 
hand together through the whole Presidency, infecting almost every member 
of each department. Every inferiour seemed to have grasped at wealth, that 
he might be enabled to assume the spirit of profusion which was now the only 
distinction between him and his superiour. Thus all distinction ceased, and 
every rank became in a manner upon an equality. Nor was this the end of 
the mischief, for a contest of such a nature among your servants, necessarily 
destroyed all proportion hetw'een their wants and the honest means of satis- 
fying them. In a country where money is plenty, where fear is the principle 
of government, and w^here your arms are ever victorious ; in such a country, I 
say, it is no wonder that corruption should find its way to a spot so well pre- 
pared to receive it. It is no wonder that the lust of riches should readily 
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embrace the proffered means of its gratification, or that the instrniiieiits of 
your power should avail themselves of their authoritv, and proceed even to 
extortion in those cases where simple corruption could not keep pace with theii 
rapacity. Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail of being follow- 
ed in a proportionate degree by inferiours. The evil was contagious, and spread 
among the civil and military, down to the writer, the ensign, and the free 
merchant. 

j. The large sums of money acquired by donation, besides the means 1 
have already mentioned, were so publickly known and vindicated, that everv 
one thought he had a right to enrich himself, at all events, with as much 
expedition as possible. The monopoly of salt, betle, tobacco, SCc. was another 
fund of immense profits to the Company’s servants, and likewise to such others 
as they permitted to enjoy a share, while 'not a rupee of advantage accrued to 
the government and \^ery little to the Company, from that trade. Before I had 
discovered these various sources of w'ealth, I vtas under great astonishment to 
find individuals so suddenly enriched, that there was scarce a gentleman in the 
settlement who had not fixed upon a very short period for his return to England 
with affluence. From hence arose that forw^ard spirit of independancy which 
in a manner set all your orders at defiance, and dictated a total contempt of 
them as often as obedience was found incompatible with private interest. At 
the time of my arrival, I saw nothing that bore the form or appearance of 
Government. The authority and pre-eminence of the Governor, wxre levelled 
with those of the Councillors ; every Councillor was as much a Governor as he 
who bore the name, and distinction of rank, as I have already obsen’ed, was 
no longer to be found in the wfflole settlement. Notwithstanding a special 
order from the Court of Directors, founded on very wise and very evident 
reasons, mat all correspondence with the country powers should be carried on 
solely in the Governor’s name, I found, that our w'hole correspondence with the 
Great Mogul, the subahs, nabobs and rajahs, had been of late carried on bv 
and in the name of the wfflole Board, and that everv senmnt and free merchant 
corresponded with wfflom they pleased. 

4. Your orders for the execution of the covenants were positive, and ex- 
pressly mentioned to be the resolution of a General Court of Proprietors : your 
servants at Bengal, how^ever, absolutely determined to reject them, and had 
not the Select Committee resolved that the example should be first set by the 
Council, or a suspension from your service take place, it is certain they would 
have remained unexecuted to this hour. You will not I imagine, be much 
surprised at this breach of duty, if you look over the General Letters, where you 
cannot avoid seeing how many are annually committed, and how fast every- 
thing was tending to a contempt of your authority. From a short survey of 
the late transactions, I was convinced, that no other remedy was left, than an 
immediate and vigorous exertion of the powers with which the Committee were 
invested. Happy, in my opinion w^as it for the Company, that such powers 
were granted ; for that the settlement, so conducted, could have subsisted 
another twelvemonth, appears to me an impossibility. A great part of the 
revenues of the country amounting to near four millions sterling per annum 
would have been divided among your servants, and the acquisition of fortunes 
being so sudden, a few months must have brought writers into Council. Senio- 
rity must have been admitted as a just claim to a seat at the Board, without 



LETTER TO COITIT 


the qualification of age, or experience, because the rapidity of succession denied 

the attainment of either. 

5. Xor were riiese excesses confined to your civil servants alone ; the mili- 
tary department also had caught the infection, and riches, the bane of disci- 
pline, were daily promoting the ruin of your army. The too little inequality 
of rank rendered the advantages of captains, lieutenants, and ensigns, so nearly 
upon a par, and so large, that an independent fortune was no distant prospect 
even to a subaltern. If a too quick succession among those from whom you 
expect the study of commerce and polity, is detrimental to your ci\il concerns, 
how effectually destructive must that evil prove to your military operations. 
The most experienced European officer when he has entered into the East 
India service, ahhoiigh he may be able in many points to suggest improve- 
ment to odiers, will nevertheless, find that something new remains for himself 
to learn peculiar to this service, which cannot be attained in a day. Judge 
then how the case must stand with youths, who are either just sent out from 
the academy, or which more frequently happens, who have had no education 
at all ; for to such have we often been reduced to the necessity of granting 
commissions. How^ much must the expectations of your army be raised, when 
they are suffered without controul to take possession for themselves, of the 
whole booty, donation money, and plunder, on the capture of a city? This 
I can assure you happened at Benares,- and what is more surprizing, the 
then Governor and Council, so far from laying in a claim to the moiety which 
ought to have been reserved for the Company, agreeable to those positive orders 
from the Court of Directors a few years ago, w'hen they were pleased to put 
their forces upon the same footing with those of His Majesty, gave up the 
whole to the captors. You have heard of the general mutiny that happened 
among your seapoys a little before my arrival. Wliat would have been your 
consternation, had you also heard of an unanimous desertion of your European 

were very serious events indeed, and had it not . been for 
one well timed vigorous act of Major Munro, and the unwearied zeal and 
military abilities of General Carnac. who totally suppressed the spirit of mutiny 
among the soldiers, your possessions in India might at this time have been 
destitute of a man to support them, and even the privilege of commerce 
irrecoverably crushed. Common justice to the principles and conduct of 
General Carnac, oblige me farther to add, that I found him the only officer 
of rank who had resisted the temptations to which by his station he was 
constantly subject, of acquiring an immense fortune ; and I question much 
whether he is not the only man who has of late years been honored with 
the command of \-onr forces, without acquiring a very large indenendenev 

letter from the Great Mogul to thc^ Governor and Council requesting 
their permission for him to accept a present of two laak, which His Majesty 
is desirous of bestowing on him as a reward for his disinterested services, will 
corroborate what I have said in his favour ; and as this afEair, agreeable to 

tenor of the covenants, is referred to the Court of Directors, I make no 
doubt they vriU readily embrace the opportunity of shewing their regard to such 
distinguished merit, hy consenting to his acceptance of His Majesty’s bounty. 

6 If the picture I have drawn, be a faithful likeness of this Presidency, 
and I call upon the most guilty, for guilty there are, to shew that I have 
aggravated a feature, to what a deplorable condition must your affairs have 



3U SEPTEMBER 1765 


soon been reduced Every state (and such now is your Go\eriiiiieiit in India; 
must be near its period, when the rage of luxury and corruption lias seized 
upon its leaders and inhabitants. Can trade be encouraged for public benefit, 
where the management unfortunately devolves upon those who make private 
interest their rule of action? z\nd farther has sudden affluence ever failed from 
the infancy of military discipline to the present perfection of it, to corrupt the 
principle and destroy the spirit of an army? Independency of fortune is 
always averse to those duties of subordination which are inseparable from the 
life of a soldier : and in this country, if the acquisition be sudden, a relaxation 
of discipline is more immediately the consequence. I would not be tliougiit, 
bv these observations, to exclude riches from the military: honor alone is 
scarcely a sufficient reward for the toilsome service of the field. Rut the 
acquisition of wealth ought to be so gradual as to admit not a prospect of 
completing it, till succession by merit to the rank of a field officer, should 
have laid a good foundation for the claim. Such is the idea I entertained 
of this matter, when I delivered mv sentiments to the Court of Directors, in 
mv letter of the 27th April 1764, and I have acted in conformity thereto, bv 
regunenting the troops in the manner I then proposed. I need not repeat 
the observations I troubled you with in that letter. It is sufficient to remark 
here, that the good effects of the plan are already visible, that subordination 
is restored, abuses corrected, and your expcnces, of course, already greatly 
diminished. 

7. The war, which to my great concern I found extended above 701) miles 
from the Presidency, is now happily concluded, and a peace established upon 
terms which promise lasting tranquillity to these provinces. Tliis event has, 
I find, disappointed the expectations of many who thought of nothing but a 
march with the King to Delhi. My resolution, however, was, and my hopes 
will always be, to confine our assistance, our con(|uests, and our possessions, 
to Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. To go farther, is in my opinion, a scheme so 
extravagantly ambitious and absurd, that no Governor and Council in their 
senses can ever adopt it, unless the whole system of the Company's interest 
be first entirely new modelled. 

8. I forbear troubling you with a detail of the negotiations of General 
Carnac, and me, with the country powers, and the particulars of the treaty 
of peace with the Vizier*" of the empire, as they will be spoken of at large 
in ffle letter from the Select Committee, and appear likewise upon the face of 
our proceedings. I will, however, just remark that our restoring to Shiija 
Doula the whole of his dominions proceeds more from the policy of not ex- 
tending the Company’s territorial possessions, than the generous principle of 
attaching him for ever to our interest by gratitude, though this lias been the 
apparent, and is by many thought to be the real motive. Had we ambitiously 
attempted to retain the conquered country, experience would soon have proved 
the absurdity and impracticability of such a plan. The establishment of your 
army must have been largely increased, a considerable number of civil servants 
must have been added to your list, and more chiefships appointed : the acts 
of oppression and innumerable abuses, which would have been committed, and 
wiiich could neither have been prevented, nor remedied, at so great a distance 
from the Presidency, must infallibly have laid the foundation of another war, 
destructive and unsuccessful ; our old privileges and possessions would have 
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been endangered^ by every supply we iiaigiit have been tempted to afford in 
support of the new, and the natives must have finally triumphed in our in- 
ability to sustain the w'eieht of our own ambition. 

> O 

9. To return to the point from which this digression had led me, I must 
carry you back to the description above given of the situation in which I 
found your affairs on my arrival. Two paths were evidently open to me: 
the one smooth, and strewed with abundance of rich advantages that might 
easily, be pickt up : the other untrodden, and every step opposed with 
obstacles. I might have taken charge of the Government upon the same foot- 
ing, on which I found it, that is, I might have enjoyed the name of Governor, 
and have suffered the honor, importance, and dignity of the post, to continue 
in their state of annihilation ; I might have contented myself, as others had 
before me, with being a cypher, or what is little better, the first among sixteen 
equals, and I might have allowed this passive conduct to be attended with 
the usual douceur of sharing largely with the best of the gentlemen in all 
donations, perquisites, &c. arising from the absolute government, and dis- 
posal of all places in the revenues of this opulent kingdom ; by which means, 
I might soon have acquhed an immense addition to my fortune, notwith- 
standing the obligations in the new covenants, for the man who can so easily 
get over the bar of conscience, as to receive presents after the execution of 
them, will not scruple to make use of any evasions that may protect him 
from the consequence. The settlement in general would thus have been my 
friends, and only the natives of the country my enemies. If you can conceive 
a Governor in such a situation, it is impossible to form a wrong judgement 
of the inferior servants, or of the Company’s affairs, at such a Presidency. 
An honorable alternative however lay before me. I had the pow'er within my 
own breast, to fulfill the duty of my station by remaining incorruptible in 
the midst of numberless temptations artfully thrown in my way, by exposing 
my character to e\ ery attack which malice or resentment are so apt to invent 
against any man who attempts reformation and by encountering of course 
the odium of the settlement. I hesitated not a moment which choice to make j 
I took upon my shoulders a burthen which requffed resolution, perseverance, 
and constitution to support- Having chosen my part, I was determined to 
exert myself in the attempt, happy in the reflection, that the honor of the 
nation, and the very being of the Company would be maintained by the success, 
and conscious that if I failed, my integrity and good intentions at least must 
remain unimpeached. The other members of the Committee joined with me 
in opinion, that in order to proceed upon business, it was absolutely necessary 
for us to assume the powers wherewith we were invested. We saw plainly 
that most of the gentlemen in Council had been too deeply concerned them- 
selves in the measures which required amendment for us to expect any 
assistance from them ; on the contrary, we were certain of finding opposition 
to e\ery plan of innovation, and an unanimous attempt to defeat the intentions 
of the Proprietors who sollicited my acceptance of the Government. The Com- 
mittee therefore, immediately met, and I had the happiness to find mysell 
supported by gentlemen whom no temptations could seduce, no inconveniences 
or threats of malice deter. Our proceedings wiU convince you, that w^have 
dared to act with firmness and mtegrity, and will at the same time demonstrate 

that temjmr, unanmuty and dispatch must ever mark the proceedings of men 

unbiassed by private interest. ^ 
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10. The gentlemen in Council of late Years at Bengal, seem to have 
been actuated in every consultation bv a very obstinate and mischievous spirit. 
The office of Governor has been in a manner hunted down, stripped of its 
dignity, and then divided into 16 shares. Whether ambition, obstinacy, pride, 
or self interest is usually the motive to such a pursuit, I will not take upon 
me to determine, but am sure it can never arise from a just idea of govern- 
ment, or a true sense of the Company's interest. In my opinion it is the 
duty of the Council to make the pow-er of the President appear as extensive 
as possible in the eyes of the people, that all correspondence with the country 
princes, should be carried on through him alone, some particular cases except- 
ed, that the Council should upon ail occasions, be unanimous in siipponing, 
not in extenuating the dignity of his station, and that he ought to be con- 
sidered among the natives, as the sole manager and conductor of political 
affairs. This should be the outward appearance of administration, though in 
reality, the Council must be allowed a freedom of judgement, and when they 
perceive in the Governor a tendency to absolute or unjustifiable measures, it 
then becomes their duty to check him. If they at any time have reason to 
distrust the rectitude of his principles, they should not allow him to execute 
designs even of the smallest moment, without previously laving them before 
the Board, and obtaining their approbation. In short the best Governor should 
not, except in cases of necessity, be suffered to conclude any points of im- 
portance without the sanction of the Board. But the expedient of a Select 
Committee^ equally prevents any ill conduct in the Governor, and is besides 
attended with advantages which can rarely be expected from the wfrole body 
of councillors. Five gentlemen w^ell versed in the Company's true interest, of 
abilities to plan, and resolution to execute, gentlemen wfrose fortunes are 
honorably approaching to affluence, and whose integrity has never suffered 
them to exceed the bounds of moderation, a Select Committee composed of 
such men wffil transact more busmess in a week, than the Council can in a 
month. The opinions and judgement of five men, are as securely to be relied 
on, even in affairs of the utmost consequence, as sixteen ; they are less liable 
to dissention, and it may be said beyond a contradiction, that their administra- 
tion is more distant from democratic anarchy. The Council, however, would 
not be a useless body, for whilst the attention of the Committee was chiefly 
engaged in watching and repairing the main springs of government, the Council 
would as materially serve the Company in attending to the many other move- 
ments of the great machine, wffiich are as essentially necessary to the public 
advantage and security. And that the Committee should not be able to carry 
their powers to any dangerous length, they might be ordered annually, before 
the dispatch of the Europe ships, to submit their proceedings to the review 
of the gentlemen in Council, who might transmit their opinions thereupon to 
the Court of Directors. Your present Select Committee have from time to time 
laid most of their proceedings before Council, and w^e intend to continue the 
same system of candour, except in any political cases of secresy, when prudence 
may require that our resolutions should be confined to the knowledge of 
a few. 

11. Thus freely I have given you my opinion upon the sort of govern- 
ment I could wish to see established in this settlement, nor shall I think my 
duty done till I have pointed out every measure that seems to me best calculated 
to preserve your affairs from destruction. At Bengal the rule of succession 
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occasions where 
:cgrity, modera- 
tion, to take place of accidental seniority. Xlie demerits of most of 

voLir superior servants ha\-e been so great, as you will learn from tlic Com- 
mittee proceedings, that one can hardlv imagine their future behaviour will 
entitle them to farther favors than you have hitherto bestowed on them. I 
do nut pretend to surmi?.e what sentence you may pronounce upon tlie 
T^eiitlcnien wiio came under the censure of the Committee, but whether it be 

0 

moderate as ours, or severe as it deserves, it will not much concern them, 
since all of them arc now' in very affluent circumstances, and will probably 
return to Europe bv this or the next year’s shipping. Peruse then the list 
of your covenanted servants upon this establishment. You will find that many 
of those next in succession, are not only very young in the service, and con- 
sequently unfit for such exalted stations, but are also strongly tainted witli 
the principles of their superiors. If your opinion should correspond with 
mine, some remedy will be judged necessary to be apphed, and I confess I 
see but one. The unhappy change which wdthhi these few years, has arisen 
in the manners and conduct of your servants at Bengal, is alone sufficient to 
remove the objections I once had to appointments from another settlement''^ ; 
and the difficulty which now' too plainly appears of filling up vacancies in 
Council with the requisite attention to the Company's honor and welfare, 
inclines me to wish such appointments more frequent. In the present state 
of this Presidency, no measure can I think prove more salutary, than to appoint 
five or six gentlemen from the Coast to the Bengal establishment ; and there to 
post them agreeable to their rank and standing in the service. Messrs. Russell, 
Floyer, Aldersey and Kelsall are among those who would be well worthy your 
attention, if this plan should be adopted. I cannot help farther recommending 
to your consideration, whether if every other method should be found in^ 
effectual, the transplanting a few’ of the young Bengal servants to Madrass, 
would not be of signal service both to themselves and the Company. You will 
likewise consider whether the settlement of Bombay is capable of furnishing 
us with a few meritorious servants. With regard to Madras the conduct of 
the gentlemen upon that establishment is in general so unexceptionable, that 
to present Bengal with such examples of regularity, discretion, and modera- 
tion, would, I think, be a means of restoring it to good order and government. 
It is past a doubt, that every attempt of reformation must fail, unless the 
superior servants be exemplary in their principles and conduct. If we see 
nothing but rapacity among councillors, in vain shall we look for moderation 
among writers. 

12. The sources of tyranny and oppression which have been opened bv 
the European agents acting under the authority of the Company's servants, 
and the numberless black agents, and sub-agents acting also under them, will 

1 fear be a lasting reproach to the Engji.sh name in this country. It is im- 
possible to enumerate the complaints that have been laid before me by the 
imfortiinaie inhabitants, who had not forgot that I w'as an enemy to oppression. 
The necessity of securing the confidence of the natives, is an idea I have ever 
maintained, and was in hopes would be invariably adopted by others ; bui 
ambition, success, and luxury, have, I find, introduced a new system of politicks 
at the scTere expeiice of English honor, of the Company's faith, and even of 
common justice and humanity. The orders so frequently issued, that no 


among vour scr\aiits is perniciously exact: there are frequent 
it ouEht to be set aside, where experience, understanding, in 
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writers shall have the privilege of diistuchs, I have strictiv obeved but I am 
sorry to inform you that ail the wished-for consequences are not to be expected ; 
the officers of the Government are so sensible of our influence and authoritv, 
that they dare not presume to search or stop a boat protected bv the name 
of a Company s servant, and you may be assured that frauds of that kind, so 
easy to be practised, and so difficult to be detected, are but too frequent. 
I have at last, however, the happiness to see the completion of an event, which 
in this respect, as wxll as in many others, must be productive of advantages 
hitherto unknown, and at the same time prevent abuses that have hitherto 
had no remedy. I mean the dewminee which is the superiniendancv of all 
the lands, and the collection of all the revenues of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orissa. The assistance which the Great IMogul had received from 
our arms and treasury, made him readily bestotv this grant upon the Company, 
and it is done in the most effectual manner you can desire. The allowance 
for the support of the Nabob’s dignity and power,® and the tribute to His 
Majesty, must be regularly paid ; the remainder belongs to the Company. 
Revolutions are now no longer to be apprehended ; the means of effecting them, 
will in future be wanting to ambitious IMussulmen, nor will vour servants — 
civil or military — ^be tempted to foment disturbances, from whence can arise 
no benefit to themselves. Restitution, donation mony &c. &c. will be perfectly 
abolished, as the revenues from whence they used to issue will be possessed 
by ourselves. The powder of supervising the provinces though lodged in us, 
should not, however, in my opinion be exerted. Three times the present 
number of civil servants would be insufficient for the purpose: whereas if 
we leave the management to the old officers of the Government, the Company 
need not be at the expence of one additional servant, and though we may 
suffer in the collection yet we shall always be able to detect and punish anv 
great offenders, and shall have some satisfaction in knowing that the corrup- 
tion is not among ourselves. By this means also, the abuses inevitably 
springing from the exercise of territorial authority, will be effectually obviated : 
there will still be a Nabob with an aliow*ance suitable to his dignity, and 
the territorial jurisdiction will still be in the chiefs of the country acting under 
him and the Presidency in conjunction, though the revenues will belong to the 
Company. Besides, w'ere the Company’s officers to be the collectors, foreign 
nations wnuld immediately take umbrage, and complaints preferred to the 
British Court might be attended with very embarrassing consequences. Nor 
can it be supposed, that either the French, Dutch or Danes will acknowiedge 
the English Company — Nabob of Bengal, and pay into the hands of their 
servants the duties upon trade, or the quit rents of those districts wffiich they 
have for many years possessed by virtue of the royal phirmaund or by grants 
from former Nabobs. 

13. Your revenues, by means of this new^ acquisition, will, as near as I 
can judge, not fall far short for the ensuing year of 250 lacks of sicca rupees, 
including your former possessions of Burdw'an &c ; hereafter they will at least 
amount to 20, or 30 lacks more. Your civil and military expences, in time 
of peace can never exceed 60 lack of rupees. The Nabob’s allowances are 
already reduced to 42 lack, and the tribute to the King is fixt at 26. So that 
there will be remaining a clear gain to the Company of 122 lack of sicca rupees, 
or £1,650,900 sterling, which will defray all the expence of the investment, 
furnish the whole of the China treasure, answer the demands of all your other 
Yol. IV— 22 



338 


letter to court 


settlements in India, and leave a considerable bailance in your treasury besides. 
In time of war, when the country may be subject to the incursions of bodies 
of cavalry, we shall nonvithstanding be able to collect a sufficient sum for 
our civil and military exigencies, and likewise for our investments, because 
a very rich part of tlie Bengal and Bahar dominions, are situated to the eastward 
of the Ganges, where we can never be invaded. What I have given vou is a 
real, not imaginary state of your revenues, and you mav be assured they will 
not fail short of my computation. 

!4. Permit me here to have the honor of laying before you one striking 
circumstance wiiich has occurred to me in considering the subject of the 
de^djanneCy and the consequences of your large increase of revenues. I have 
already observed, that our acquisition will give no umbrage to foreign nations 
with respect to our territorial jurisdiction, so long as the present appearance 
of the Nabob's power is preserved : but I am convinced they will e’er long 
entertain jealousies of our commercial superiority. Public complaints have, 
indeed been already made from both French and Dutch factories, that the 
dread of the English name added to the encouragement of your servants 
at the different aurungSy had deterred the weavers from complying with their 
usual and necessary demands, and I am perswaded that sooner or later national 
remonstrances will be made on that subject. Perhaps one half of the trade 
being reserved to the English Company, and the other, divided betw^een the 
French, Dutch and Danes, in such proportions as may be settled between 
their respective commissaries, might adjust these disputes to the mutual satis- 
faction of all parties. Besides, as every nation wffiich trades to the East Indies 
constantly brings out silver,' for the purchase of merchandize in return, and 
as our revenues will for the future enable us to furnish all our investments 
without any remittance from England, it seems necessary that w^e should in 
some degree encourage the trade of others in order that this country may 
be supplied by them with bullion to replace the quantity we shall annually 
send to China, or to any other part of the world. It is impossible for me 
to be a sufficient judge of die practicability or propriety of admitting other 
nations to such a proportion of trade with us in these parts, nor will you 
suspect that I entertain a thought of taking any step without instructions from 
you in an affair of such national importance. I do not even presume to argue 
upon the subject, I only mention it as a point W'hich has occurred to me, and 
w'hich I think well merits your most serious consideration. 

15. Considering the excesses we have of late years manifested in our 
conduct, the princes of Indostan will not readily imagine us capable of modera- 
tion, nor can we expect they will ever be attached to us by any other motive 
than fear. Meet Jaffier, Cossim Ally, the present Nabob, and even Mahomed 
Aliy, the Nabob of Aicot, (the best Mussulman I ever knew) have afforded 
instances sufficient of their inclination to throw off the English superiority. 
No opportunity will ever be neglected that seems to favor an attempt to 
extirpate us, though die consequences, while we keep our army complete, must 
in the end be more fatal to themselves. This impatience under the subjec- 
tion, as I may call it, to Europeans, is natural, b-ut so great is the infatuation 
of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the present 
moment, and will put their all to the hazard of a single battle. Even our 
youog Nabob, who is the issue of a prostitute, who has little abilities, and 
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less education to supply the want of them : mean, weak, and ignorant as 
this man is, he would, if left to himself, and few of his artful flatterers, pursue 
the very paths of his predecessors. It is impossible therefore to trust him 
with power and be safe. If you mean to maintain your present possessions 
and advantages, the command of the army and receipt of the revenues must 
be kept in your own hands ; every wish be may express to obtain either, be 
assured, is an indication of his desire to reduce vou to vour original state 
of dependency, to which you can never now return without ceasing to exist. 
If vou allow the Nabob to have forces he will soon raise monev ; if vou allow 
hull a full treasurv without forces, he will certainlv make use of it to invite 
the Marattas or other powers to invade the country, upon a supposition that 
we shall not suspect the part he takes, and that, success will restore him to 
the full extent of his sovereignty ; for so ignorant is he even of the nature 
of his own countrvmen, that he would never imagine the very men he had 
paid to rescue the dominions from us, would only conquer to seize the spoil 
for themselves. Such is he, whom we now call Nabob, and such are the 
faithless politics of Indostan. We have adopted, however, a plan, which, if 
strictly adhered to, must effectually prevent his involving the Company or 
himself in any difficulties. Mahomed Reza Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Juggut 
Seat," men of the most approved credit and moderation, are appointed jointly 
to the management of all his affairs,^ nor is either of them to act singly in 
any measure of government. The royal treasury is under three different locks 
and kevs, and each of these ministers of state has a kev, so that no monv 
can be issued for anv service whatever, without the joint knowledge and consent 
of them all. Our Resident at the Durbar is to inspect the treasury accounts 
from time to time, as he or the Governor and Council may think proper: 
but we are never to interfere in the appointment or complaints of any officer 
under the Government, nor in any particulars relative to the abovementioned 
departments, unless some extraordinary conduct of the ministry should render 
alterations requisite. This form of government I thought proper to recom- 
mend, in order to purge the court of a set of knaves and parasites, by whom 
the Nabob w^as surrounded, and who were always undermining our influence, 
that they might the more firmly establish their own. So far you will observe 
we have exerted ourselves in the arrangement of the Nabob's affairs, hut it 
is a measure of the utmost consequence, since it lays the foundation of that 
tranquillity, moderation, and regularity, which will support the government 
against any future attempts (at) a revolution, and we are determined to 
mt[erest?] ourselves at the city in no other respect. I need only add, that 
Mr. Sykes,® for whom we intend the Residentship, is a gentleman from whose 
inflexible integrity, and long experience in the country politics, we have reason 
to expect the most exact performance of every duty in such an important 
station. 

16. The regulation of the Nabob’s ministry, the acquisition of the 
deucannecy and the honorable terms on which we have concluded a peace with 
the Vizier of the empire, have placed tlie dignity and advantages of the English 
East India Company on a basis more firm than our most sanguine wishes 
could a few months ago, have suggested. These, however, alone will not ensure 
your stability. These are but the outworks, which guard you from your 
natural enemies, the natives of the country; ail is not safe; danger still subsists 
from more formidable enemies within; luxury, corruption, avarice, rapacity, 
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tliese liave possession of your principal posts, and are ready to betray your 
citadel. These therefore must be extirpated, or they will infallibly destroy 
us ; for we cannot expect the same causes which have ruined the greatest 
kingdoms, should have different effects on such a state as ours. That sudden 
growth of riches from whence those evils principally arise, demands our most 
serious attention. The affairs of Bengal, however glorious and flourishing the 
prospect may now be, cannot be successfully managed by men whose views 
extend not beyond a year or two, and who will set all orders from the Court 
of Directors at defiance, well knowing they must have acquired an affluent 
fortune, or at least a comfortable independency, before resentment can reach 
them. A competency ought to be allowed to all your servants, from the time 
of their arrival in India, and advantages should gradually increase to each, 
in proportion to his station ; but I would have few of them entertain hopes 
of returning to their native country, till they shall have attained the rank of 
Councillor ; then the prospect should open to them, and they should be certain 
of being enabled to return in a few years with independent fortunes. This 
certainty would arise from the freight ships, from the privileges of trade, (the 
advantages of which you are not unacquainted with) and also from the profits 
upon salt, betle and tobacco agreeable to the new' regulation wTich we have 
made in order to rectify the abuses that have been so long committed in those 
branches of trade, to the great detriment of the country government, without 
view of benefit to the Company. 

17. The regulation now established for the salt made, will I hope be 
entirely to your satisfaction. I at first intended to propose, that the Com- 
pany and their servants should be jointly and equally concerned in the trade 
itself, but upon better consideration, I judged that plan to be rather unbecoming 
the dignity of the Company, and concluded it would be better that they should 
give the trade entirely to their servants, and fix a duty upon it for themselves, 
equivalent to half the profits. This duty we have computed at the rate of 
35 per cent for the present, but I imagine it will be able, next year, to bear 
an increase. The articles of betle and tobacco being of less consequence, and 
yielding much less advantage, the duties upon them, of course must be less. 
For farther particulars of these regulations/ I beg leave to refer you to the 
Committee letter and proceedings, as I would not here trouble you with the 
repetition of a matter which is there so fuUy laid before you. 

18. The advantages proposed for the Governor and Council, would un- 
doubtedly appear extremely large to those who are unacquainted with the riches 
of Bengal, and the numberless opportunities which the Company’s servants 
hai'e of acquiring mony. But you w'ho are now perfectly informed of the 
revenues of these kingdoms, and the prodigious emoluments within the reach 
of gentlemen high in the service, will, I am persuaded agree with me, that 
if some plan of the nature proposed, be not adopted, the Governor and Council 
will not fail to acquire much larger fortunes, by other means, in a much shorter 
time, which must always be productive of that quick succession, not only so 
detrimental to your commercial interest, but so totally incompatible with the 
acquisition of political knowledge, which ought now to be considered as a 
very material qualification in all your civil as well as mihtarv servants. To 
obviate an objection which may arise, that they may possibly proceed in the 
old way of procuring money, notwithstanding they accept of these allowances. 
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I would have an oath tendered to them of as strong and solemn a nature as 
can be penned. I have drawn out the form of one agreeable to mv idea of the 
expedient, and have the honor to enclose it for your consideration. To this 
may be annexed a penalty bond of £1,50,000 to be executed bv the Governor, 
and of £50,000 to be executed by each of the Council. Thus the conscience 
of some will be awakened bv the legal consequences of perjury, and pecuniary 
punishment will be a sure guard over the honestv of others. Could the hearts 
of men be known by their general character in society, or could their conduct 
in a state of temptation, be ascertained from their moderate attention to wealth 
whilst the sudden acquisition of it was impossible, the proposal I make would 
be an affront to religion, and to morality ; but since that is not the case in 
any part of the world, and least of all so in the east, we must for our own 
security impose such restraints, as shall make it impossible even for hypocrisy 
to introduce corruption. 

19. Having thus fully submitted to you my sentiments on the civil depart- 
ment, permit me to trouble you with a few observations on the military, w'hich 
deserves a no less serious attention. In the former part of this letter I have 
mentioned, that luxury and an abhorrence of subordination had overspread 
your army, but that the good effects of appointing field officers^- had already 
become \isible. The Committee(s) letter will enclose a general return of their 
number, and enlarge upon the necessity of keeping each regiment complete 
to the establishment. I therefore avoid saving any thing here upon those 
subjects. That letter will also specify the proportion of emoluments proposed 
for the field officers from the ne^v acquired advantages upon salt. The same 
objection may perhaps be made to this, which I supposed was likely to occur 
with respect to the plan for the benefit of the civil servants. If so, I beg leave 
to refer you to my proposal, and remarks upon that subject, which are equally 
proper and applicable to this. These points then I conclude are sufficiently 
before you, and I proceed to recommend to your consideration that the regi- 
menting of the troops has introduced a much larger number of officers of rank, 
than has hitherto been admitted upon your establishment and that this regula- 
tion, beneficial and necessary as it is will, notwithstanding, be producdve of 
one dangerous evil, if not constantly guarded against by the authority of the 
Governor and Council, supported and enforced by the higher powders at home. 
The evil I mean to apprise you of, is the encroachment of the military upon 
the civil jurisdiction, and an attempt to be independant of their authority. 
A spirit of this kind has ahvays been visible ; our utmost vigilance therefore is 
requisite to suppress it, or at least to take care that it shall not actually prevail. 
I have been at some pains to inculcate a total subjection of the army to 
the Government and I doubt not vou w^ill ever maintain that principle. In 
the field, in time of actual service, I could wish to see the commander of your 
forces implicitly relied on for his plan of operations. Orders from the 
Presidency may frequently embarrass him, and prejudice the service. At such 
a time, he is certainly the best judge of wffiat measures should be pursued, 
and ought therefore to be trusted with discretionary powders. But he should 
by no means be permitted to vary from the fixt general plan of a campaign, 
nor from his own idea of the Company's interest to prosecute operations of 
importance, wffien they are not also of real utility and emergency. I dwell 
not, how'ever, entirely upon the conduct of a commander of the forces, as 
such, in the field. He is to understand that upon all occasions a gentleman 
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in Couiicil is iiis superior, unless Ke also has a seat at the Board, and then he 
will of course rank as he stands in that appointment. The whole army should 
in like manner be subordinate to the civil power, and it is the indispensable 
dutv of the Governor and Council to keep them so. If at any time they should 
struggle for superiority, the Governor and Council must strenuously exert them- 
selves, ever niindfull that they are the trustees for the Company in this settle- 
ment, and the guardians of public property under a civil institution. 

20. It would give me pain to see a regulation so salutary as that of the 
appointment of field officers, attended with any inconveniencies, and therefore 
I would earnestly recommend the following very easy and effectual mode of 
prevention. Let the equality in civil and military rank be immediately settled 
by the Court of Directors. Were disputes about precedence the only points 
to be adjusted, they would not he tvorth a moment's reflection, but we are to 
consider that opportunities will sometimes happen, when military gentlemen 
may assume power and authority from the rank they hold among the civil 
servants, and perhaps pay no attention to orders issued from their supposed 
inferiors. Such contention may have disagreeable consequences, and to prevent 
them I propose, that all the Colonels (the commander of the forces excepted, 
who is entitled to the rank of 3d in Council) shall be equal in rank to the 
Councillors, but alwavs the vouneiest of that rank : the Lieut. Colonels should 
rank with Senior IVlerchants, the Majors with Junior Merchants, captains with 
factors, and lieutenants and ensigns with writers. The rank of all officers below 
Colonels, and of civil servants below Councillors may be considered according 
to the dates of their commissions and appointments, respectively. When such 
a regulation has taken place, I think the appointment of field officers cannot 
be charged with a single inconvenience. 

21. Before I quit the subject of the army, I must repeat wffiat if I mistake 
not, I mentioned to Mr. Rous before I left England, the propriety of appoint- 
ing Sir Robert Barker to the command of a regiment in case of a vacancy. 
On the death of Colonel Knox, I hesitated not to appoint Sir Robert to the 
3rd Regiment, but it met with opposition not only from some of the gentlemen 
in Council, but afterwards from Sir Robert Fletcher wffio thought himself 
aggrieved, though at a time when Barker was a captain, he was only a volunteer 
in your service, and besides, Sir Robert Barker must on all occasions as the 
elder officer, have commanded in the field in the absence of General Carnac 
and Colonel Smith, even if this appointment had not taken place. If I could 
imagine that his seniority in, the service did not sufficiently entitle him to this 
preferment, I w^ould urge his experience, which is greater than that of the 
other gentleman, and his disinterestedness, which made him accept what is 
so infinitely inferior in point of emoluments to the command of the artillery. 
Lieut. Colonel Peach^*^ has in like manner been objected to, by the majors 
appointed by the Governor and Council, but as it has always been customary 
to prefer officers of your owm appointment to those of the same rank nominated 
by the Governor and Council, I need not point out the propriety of your con^ 
firming this gentleman’s commission. The introducing Lieut. Colonel 
Ghapman^^ also to that rank has met with the same objections. With regard 
to him, permit me to acquaint you that he is a very old major in the King’s 
service, that he was strongly sollidted at Madrass to continue there, and on 
very advantageous terms when his regiment was ordered home, but that I 
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found him at the Cape in his wav lo Europe, and it was with the utiiiosi 
difficulty that hlessrs. Sumner, and Svkes and mvself could prevail upon liim 
to return to India, next in rank to Lieut. Colonel Peach. His merits on the 
Coast have been very great, and I consider him as a verv valuable acquisition 
to your service. I therefore most earnestly request you will be pleased to 
confirm his appointment as Lieut. Colonel on this establishment. Neither 
of these three gentlemen I have here spoken of can be censured for that 
spirit of licentiousness and independency, which I have pointed out as the great 
evils we ought to guard against, and the variety as well as length of their 
services, will certainly be of considerable advantage to corps like ours. I must 
at the same time confess that I cannot be responsible for that discipline and 
reformation we mean shall take place, unless the field officers are men I can 
depend upon. Most of the captains now in your service, have had so little 
experience, and are I fear so liable to the general objection, that I could wish 
to have five or six captains sent out who have seen service, who understand 
discipline, and wffio are tv ell recommended by their colonels. If you should 
think proper to extend this plan to majors, it will be so much the better, but 
there is no occasion to go higher. Among the appointments you may be 
pleased to make in England, I could wish to find a majority upon this establish- 
ment for jMajor Pemble, agreeable to the date of the brevet given him upon 
his arrival at this place. That gentleman has seen much service, both on the 
Coast of Choromandel, at Manilla, and at Bengal but being on the Bombay 
establishment, where the rise is so very slow, he has had the mortification 
to see himseh constantly superseded by the Coast and Bengal officers. You 
may be assured I w'^ould not trouble you with this recommendation if I did 
not know' him to be worthy of your notice. 


22. The enquiries I have found myself under the necessity of promoting, 
the regulations which I judged proper should take place without delay, together 
with those I have here had the honor to propose for your mature deliberation, 
w'ill I doubt not meet with that candid discussion, w'hich the importance of 
the subject requires. You w^ill be pleased upon the w'hole, to observe, that 
the great object of my labor has been (and it must also be yours) to stem 
that torrent of luxury, corruption, and licentiousness w^hich have nearly over- 
whelmed the interest, and I might add, the existence of the Company in these 
parts ; to reduce your civil servants to a sense of duty to their employers, and 
moderation in the pursuit of their own advantages ; to introduce discipline, 
subordination, oeconomy into your army, and to prevent in general that sudden 
acquisition of riches which is evidently the root of almost every other evil, 
both in the civil and military department. 

23. Is there a man anxious for the speedy return of his son, his brother, 
or his friend, and sollicitous to see that return accompanied by affluence of 
fortune ; indifferent to the means by which it may have been obtained? Is 
there one, who void of all but selfish feelings, can withhold his approbation 
of any plan that promises not sudden riches to those, his dearest connections, 
who can look with contempt upon measures of moderation, and wLo can cherish 
all upstart greatness, though stigmatised with the spoils of the Company? If 
there is such a man to him all arguments would be vain — to him I speak not. 
My address is to those who can judge coolly of the advantages to be desired 
for their relations and friends, nor think the body corporate w'holly unentitled 
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to their attention. If these should be of opinion that an independent fortune, 
honestly acquired in a faithful service of 12 or 15 years, is more compatible 
with the interests of the Company, than the late rapidity of acquisitions, and 
at the same time satisfactory to the expectation of reason, I will venture to 
assert that the regulations already made, together with those proposed, will, 
w’hen enforced bv the authoritv of the Court of Directors, ensure to the Com- 
pany, their commercial and political advantages, and be productive of certain 
indepeiidancv to everv servant who endeavors to deserve it. 

24. The general terms in which I have mentioned the depravity of this 
settlement, oblige me to point out to your attention, the instances, the very 
feiv instances of distinguished merit among the superior servants. To find a 
man, who in the midst of luxurv and licentiousness, had retained the true 
idea of commercial oeconomy, who inferior in fortune to most of your civil 
servants in the rank of Councillors, w^as yet superior to all in moderation and 
integrity, w'hose regard for the welfare of the public and for the reputation 
of individuals, has made him warn others from falling into the temptations 
of corruption which he saw w’ere approaching, and w^ho could actually resist 
those temptations himself w^hen a share w^as allotted him of money he thought 
unwarrantably obtained — to find such a man in such a settlement, w^ould 
appear incredible to those who are unacquainted wdth Ivir. Verelst.^^ I have 
represented this gentleman to you, as I w’ould every one in his real character 
and shall only add, that if you wish to see the measures w^e are now pursuing, 
supported with integrity, abilities and resolution, you will endeavor to prevail 
on him to continue in your service, by appointing him to succeed Mr. Sumner 
in the Government. To omit mentioning Mr. Cartier, would be injustice, 
as he also stands high in my opinion. His character is clear, and his attach- 
ment to your service what it ought to be, unbiassed by any mean attention 
to his own advantages. I wash sincerely your list of superior servants would 
enable me to detain you longer on subjects of commendation, but I have finished 
the picture, and I cannot add another figure that deserves to be distinguished 
from the groupe. 

25. Having filled so many pages upon the subject of public affairs, you 
will indulge me with a few lines upon a circumstance which concerns myself. 
IVlr. Johnstone in his last minute in Council, has thought proper to throw out 
some observations^® upon the validity of my title to the jaghire, insinuating 
that the defect which he pretends to have discovered, w^as not known at the 
time of my litigation with the Company. As I would not wish that a point 
in which my honor is concerned, should pass unnoticed, I must observe that 
the King s sunnud w'hich Mr. Johnstone affirms was requisite to be obtained 
within 6 months from the granting of the jaghire, for the confirmation of it 
is a matter of form only and not understood to be essential. As a proof of 
this, I enclose translations of various jaghire grants properly attested by 
Mr. Vansittart, the Persian Translator, as also an attestation of the same gentle- 
man, that the grant to me w^as as complete as other grants of that nattue 
generally are : but to put this matter out of dispute, the paper of agreement 
w’hich hir. Johnstone alluded to, is of no more consequence than a piece of 
blank paper, since it was never executed by me, or by any agent or vaqueel 
on my account, nor was any agent ever named, or thought of by me. Enclosed 
I transmit you a translation of the paper attested also by Mr. Vansittart, 
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26. Permit me now to remind vou that I have a large faniilv, who stand 
in need of a father’s protection, that I sacrifice mv health, and hazard niv 
fortune with my life, by continuing in this climate. The first great purposes 
of my appointment are perfectly anstvered. Peace is restored, and niv engage- 
ment to procure for the Company the reversion of mv jaghire is compieted 
in the fullest manner, since it is not only confirmed by the present Xabob, 
but by the Great Mogul. I now only wait to be informed, whether mv conduct 
thus far be approved of, and whether the whole or any part of the regulations 
I have had the honor to lav before you, are conformable to your ideas of the 

^ m wi 

reformation necessary to be established. If they meet with your approbation, 

I doubt not you whl immediately empower me in conjunction with the Select 
Committee, to finish the- business so successfully begun, which mav easily be 
effected before the end of the ensuing year, when I am determined to return 
to Europe, and hope to acquaint you in person with the accomplishment of 
every wish you can form for the prosperity of your affairs in Bengal. 

27. I shall conclude this tedious letter by observing that my anxiety to 
know" whether you approve of my conduct or not, can proceed from no other 
motive than mv concern for the public, since I continue invariable in the resolu- 
tion I formed, and expressed in a General Court, long before the covenants w"ere 
proposed, of acquiring no addition to my fortune, by my acceptance of the 
Government: and I beg lea-^^e also to assure you, that in order to obviate all 
suspicion of a collusion in this delicate point, I have not permitted either of 
the gentlemen of my family to hold an employment in your service, nor to 
receive presents, although they are not bound by covenants to the contrary. 
The small congratulatory nazurSy elephants, horses, &c. which I have been 
under a necessity of receiving, do not, I imagine amount to any considerable 
sum, but whatever it mav be, not a farthing shall go into my own pocket. 1 
have hitherto been too much engaged in matters of public importance to 
attend to a particular valuation ; but I have caused an exact account to he kept 
of every, even the most trifling present, which at my return shall be submitted 
to your inspection, and in the mean time the amount of the whole shall go 
tow^ards defraying mv extraordinary expences as Governor. The only favor 
I have to solicit for myself, is, that although your treasury here w"ill for the 
future be so full as to render it difficult for individuals to obtain bills upon the 
Company payable at home, vou will be pleased to indulge me with the usual 
channel of remittance of my jaghiery untill it reverts to the Company. 

I have the honor to be with the utmost respect. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Clive. 


To 

The Honourable the Court of Directors. 

28- I cannot help requesting your attention to Air. William Wynne, a 
young gentleman whom I brought out to India with me, and wffiom I was in 
hopes of seeing appointed a writer on the list of that year. I have caused him 
to transcribe this letter, that you may see he is qualified in point of penman- 
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and as he lias lived constantly with me, and acted as assistant to my secre- 
tarv. I can take upon me to be responsible for his conduct and abilities in 
everv respect. It is therefore mv particular request, that you confer on him 
the station of a writer, to take rank from the time of his leaving England. 

29. I be^- leave also to recommend to your protection, Mr. Maddison, a 
gentleman of a liberal education, and who promises to be a very valuable 
servant to the Company from an uncommon facility in acquiring the Persian 
lano-iiao-e. As he is 27 vears of vou will not think me unreasonable in 
solliciting for him the appointment of a factor. 

Clive. 

30tli September 1765. 

[Per Admiral Sfeet'ens] 
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Shipping ne:£s — restitution of French settlements in India — appomtfjient of 
military officers by Lord Clive — acceptance of presents from country govern- 
ment prohibited — enquiry into the question of money received hy the members 
of the deputation for the execution of treaty with Najmud-Daulah — Lord Clive’s 
complaint against Mr. Burdett and the latteds resignation — Mr. Sykes appoint- 
ed Resident at Murshidahad in place of Mr. Middleton — enlargement of the 
Council undesirable — regulation for conducting inland trade in salt, betel-nut 
and tobacco — question of regular payment to Commodore Tinker and his 
squadron of the donation money from Mir Jafar — acceptance by General 
Carnac of a present from Shah Alam recommended. 


TP 

J. O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, 


1. This ship the Admiral Sieevens having been purchased to proceed to 

you as a packet in consequence of a recommendation from 
Select Committee, we embrace the opportunity of trans- 
mitting to you by her some general necessary informations 
since our last address of the lith of March by the Bute. 


2. You were then advised of the arrival of the Lord Ansofi but that we 
had not as yet had any accounts either of the remaining transport the Prince 
of Wales or of the Kent. The former imported with us, how’ever, as last on 
the I7th of April having for the purpose of refreshing her recruits put in at 
St. Salvadore on the coast of Brazil and the Cape of Good Hope. This indeed 
retarded her but the good consequences thereof were happily experienced by 
the people almost all of them having been landed here [in] perfect health. 
The Kent stopped also at Rio De Janeiro and the latter place and have at 
Lord CEve’s particular desire put in afterwards at Fort St. George for a few 
days and landed at the request of the President and Council, the recruits oij 
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board, about fifty in number arrived with us on the 3rd of Mav when his 
Lordship being accompanved to town bv a proper deputation, took charge of 
Consn. 3 & 6 Government from hir. Spencer. A letter of ilianks was 

May. at the same time addressed to this 2 :entieman for the resard 

he had shewn to the Company's affairs in continuing in the mean time to 
hold the charge, and on the return now of the proper season, he will proceed 

immediatelv to his station at Bombay. Messrs. Sumner and Svkes iiaviri'E' 

* ^ ^ 

also arrived, took their seats at the Board according to their appointment. 


o. 


We have only vet this season had the honor of vour commands of 

^ * * . 

the 21st of November last bv the Til bur \ which ship imported at Fort St. 

George the 25th of July. The Horsendon and Ro\aI Cup- 
16 July. arrived there also the 23rd and 24th of June and we 

since learn, proceeded on their destinations for China the i9th of July, the 
Tilbury being to follow them about the beginning of this month. We have 
not received any intelligence of vour other expected ships on this side but we 
are apprized from Fort hlarlbro’ that the Thaines and Grosvenor imported 
with them on the 20th June and 4th July, 


4. We have further the pleasure to acquaint vou with the safe arrival of 
the Earl of Middlesex at Fort St. George on the 27th of May from Fort Marlbro’ 
and Batavia having been under the necessity of returning to the last port after 
an unsuccessful attempt to gain her passage against the northerly monsoon, 
and as this ship was now on high demorage, the gentlemen thought it would 
be for the interest of the Company to return her to Europe and resolved to 
keep her accordingly for their first dispatch. We have been mformed from 
Fort Marlbro’ of her having landed with them from the French Islands the 
remainder of prisoners of war who were left there and chose to return. 

5. The Caernarvon sailed from Fort St, George on the 2Sth of hlarcli and 
die Asia having been dispatched from Bombay on the 13tli of April to call on 

the Coast for timbers and plank there provided for us, 

^ Consn. 16 Apr. arrived here the 3rd of June. We were at the same time 
3rd June. advised that the Calcutta and London were under dispatch 

for Europe from that Presidency, and of the departure of the 1 ork and Talbot 
from Tellichery for Canton on the 30th of i\prii. From Fort St. George we 
learn that the Duke of Gloucester^ Duke of Richmond and Earl of Elgin bound 
likewise to that place, were at Batavia by the last advices they received from 
thence dated the 27th of xA-pril, the Argo frigate with the consignment of 
treasure to the supra cargoes having sailed by the Pitts Passage on the 29th 
of January ; and from those gentlemen we are informed under date the 4th 
of March" of the arrival with them of the Princess Augusta on the i2th of 
January and that she was then under dispatch to you together with the Earl 
of Lincoln. 

6. Having taken immediately under consideration your advices, with those 
we had before received from the gentlemen at Fort St. George and Bombay 

and from Canton with respect to the ships which would be 
Consn. 18 July. hand this season and attending to the state of our invest- 
ment and other necessary circumstances, we thereupon formed a disposition 
of them w^hich is entered for the sake of reference after our proceedings ; and 
you will please to observe, that besides this packet carrying a cargo chiefly of 
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fine goods and the Earl of Middlesex under dispatch from Fort St. George, 
we expect to provide for five from this side zjizt. to the Pacifick^ Grenville j Pons- 
bourne, Falmouth and Speke, of these the former will proceed to that Presi- 
dencv in the month of December with a supply of saltpetre which they have 
requested mav not be less than 200 or 250 tons, as the Earl of Middlesex would 
take off most of what thev had on hand, to be from thence returned home in 
Februarv. The three following vessels certainly return direct from hence fully 
laden, and we hope our in\'estment will enable us to send you the remain- 
ing one also ; but if this should not be the case, we purposed employing her 
to carrv the annual supplies from here and Fort St. George for Fort A'larlbro’ 
and then proceed on to China to be returned to you in the season of 1766/7. 

7. The great assistance which the gentlemen at Bombay received from 
us last season in the article of saltpetre and what we mean to supply them 
with this at least 25,000 maiinds, will we expect, enable them to return home 
the four ships consigned to their side, as well as the Kent of last year which 
we shall immediately send round to them, her late arrival having prevented 
her proceeding last season : we also intend returning thither the Asia, leaving 
to that Presidency her further disposal either by dispatch to Europe, or pro^ 
viding her with a stock and sending her to be returned from China in the 
following season. 

8. This plan we must observe is made upon the supposition that the Fah 
mouth comes out on the same terms and footing as the rest of the ships, in which 
case we conclude it may stand good ; but if on the contrary she is an old vessell 
for sale in India, we can forward home the whole of our investment, by en- 
creasing the bale cargoes of the other three from the usual proportion of one 
thousand or twelve hundred bales to fourteen or fifteen hundred: and, least 
any accident should happen to either of those, we shall defer the dispatch of 
the Asia till the beginning of November when wt hope to be upon a certainty 
and shall determine accordingly. 

9. The consignments to the supra cargoes at Canton for the service of 
this season are so very considerable including the remittance of ten lacks of 
rupees made to them by the idrgo, and what the gentlemen at Fort St. George 
advise us thev have sent them by the Tilbury, Horsendon and Royal Captain 
being pagodoes 3,57,237,668 that they will be able to return home all their ships 
and the three of last vear beforementioned, to be at Batavia as well as the York 
and Talbot from the Malabar Coast with cargoes to the fuU stipulated amount 
in vour present commands of £30,000 for each and upon a computation from 
their advices, have afterwards remaining in their hands a large ballance near 
120,000 £ Sterling in order to begin their investment for the following year. 


10. Having thus considered the subject, w^e gave immediately the neces- 
sary advice to the gentlemen at Fort St. George and Bombay. 

11. On the arrival of the Kefit, the former Presidency borrowed from Mr. 
Sumner to assist in making up their consignments to the supra cargoes the 

quantity of 38,000 of Spanish silver to be paid him here 
^ ^ valuation in our mint making Arcots 99,437.2.9. We 

afterwards upon their representation that the gentlemen at 
Bombay depended upon them to compleat the stock for the Talbot and York 
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was deficient near five lacks of rupees, offered to assist tiiein tliereiii bv drafts 

as far as four lacks ; and if the Asia should as we at present 
intend, proceed to Bombay, we sliail. in case of her after un- 
avoidable destination to Canton, make further provision for this branch of 
your commerce by a remittance of two or thi'ce lacks of rupees. We must here 
add that we pay due attention to your fresh instructions and commands res- 
pecting it ; and shall on all occasions afford it evcrv assistance in our power. 

12. Reckoning upon the i-lvzh’s proceeding to Bombav accordinglv, she is 
now receiving 400 tons or 12,000 maunds of the proposed supplv of saltpetre 
and we have also shipped on the Kent 100 tons or 3,000 maunds. We have 
likewise supplyed that Presidency with monev since our last advices, to the 
amount of above five lacks of rupees, and shall continue honoring such further 
drafts as thev mav make on us either bv immediate payment or interest bonds, 
which they advise they shall leave to option in the terms on which thev grant 
them. 

13. The Bute did not receive the dispatch from Ingellee till the 25th of 
March owing to very tempestuous tveather and other difficulties and impedi- 
ments in receiving on board the latter part of her cargo ; after all 280 bales 
and chests were returned to town, beside 79 bales, which we are sorry to mention 
wnre lost in one of the sloops as she was waiting to deliver them, making toge- 
ther tons 64.10. These Captain Maitland afterwards represented to us he was 
unable to take in on account of the detachment of troops we had put on board 
the ship and the large quantity of baggage thev had carried with them, for 
which we had refused to make him any allowance of tonnage. But we beg 
leave to refer vou for a full relation of all the circumstances to his letters and 
the Master Attendant’s and Export Warehouse Keeper’s reports entered on our 
Consultations of the 25th hlarch and 1st and 4tli of April, upon the last of which 
you will also particularly observe a protest and counter protest on the occasion 
from the blaster Attendant and Captain blaitland. together with our remarks 
and sentiments ; and w'e shall here onlv add further that the returned bales 
and chests are now sent vou bv the Admiral Sieevens. marked as we directed 

j ^ ^ 

with the letter B to denote in distinction from the rest of her cargo, their 
having been intended for the Bute as also the Warehouse Keeper’s account of 
them and the lost bales referred to in his reports. 

14. We mentioned to you in our last address from the Secret Department 
the arrival of Mr. Law, the French Commissary on the Coast ; and we are now 
to inform you that having received the restitutions to be there made to that 
nation, he proceeded to Bengal and on the i5th of June w'as put in possession 
of Chandernagore by bir. George Vansittart wLom we appointed upon this 
occasion, Commissary for His Britanick blajesty : having afterwards advised us 
of the nomination of his deputies for receiving the subordinate settlements at 
Sydabad, Dacca, Jugdea and Balasore, the necessary appointments were also 
made on our part and the two first places have been accordingly restored. AVe 
have vet heard nothing concerning Jugdea ; and with respect to the Balasore 
factory some objections have occurred upon its not being in the condition 
required by the terms of the treaty which have prevented its being yet made 
over ; Mr. Law has, however, now given his orders for its being received in its 
present state, leaving those circumstances to be adjusted between us upon 
further accounts from our respective commissaries. He has further set forth 
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tile title of tlie French Coiiipanv to two spots of ground at Singhia and Chuprah 
near Patna, which we have advised him should in like manner be restored upon 
his appointment of a person to receive them- We transmit in the packet for 
your inspection copies of the Act of Restitution of Chandernagore,^ those for the 
other places being the same with only the necessary alteration of terms. 

15. Upon the occasion we received a representation from Mr. Law, touch- 
ing the inconveniences and difficulties the French Company would be exposed 

to from our direct adherence to the terms of a treaty which 
21 June. restricts them from erecting fortifications or entertaining 

any troops in these provinces accompany ed by the copy of an answer on the 
subjectt the original whereof he had before conimunicated to Lord Clive, which 
the Minister for the India xAffairs had on his departure from France received 
from the Secretary of State. He therefore expressed his hope that we vrould 
be induced to allow them a small number of armed Europeans and seapoys 
with a few pieces of cannon, and a proper lodgement to which they might 
retire in case of any surprize from the country people, assuring us particularly 
that he meant not to elude in the least by this application the effect of the 
conditions of the treaty. 

16. Having properly considered the same, we agreed with a reserve to 
ourselves of the right of withdrawing the terms whenever we might have reason 

to apprehend an improper use of them, to permit one officer 
Consii. 21 June. European infantry wdth one hundred seapoys to be 

entertained at Chandernagore, and fifty of the latter at each of the subordi- 
nates ; also to allow them a wall at Chandernagore, such as they formerly had 
at Cossimbuzar and twenty pieces of cannon not of a heavier weight than 6 
pounders, for the purpose of salutes on the usual occasions wdrich w^ould at 
the same time fully answer the end of imposing a proper respect on the country 
people. We further agreed to allow them five artillery men for working these 
guns and having communicated our determination to Mr. Law, we received 
his thanks in tlie name of the nation for the same and a further assurance 
that no improper use would ever be made of any indulgence w^e might grant 
them. 


17. Having also received an application from him solliciting a supply of 
eight or nine thousand maunds of saltpetre on the same terms as the Dutch 

to assist in compieating their cargoes from hence, and their 
Consn. 15 July. other settlements, and finding by our advices from Patna, 

that our investment this season would enable us without 
anv inconvenience to comply therewith, we agreed to spare them accordingly 
the last mentioned quantity and gave orders for their being furnished with 

Consn Tulv thousand maunds immediately and the remaining two 

‘ ' * thousand in the month of December ; remarking, however, 

to Mr. Law^ at the same time, that no right to any part of this branch of com- 
merce was from hence to be established, though we should always with equal 
readiness assist the Company when it could be done with the same convenience. 

18. Immediately upon the arrival of Lord Clive we proceeded to fix the 
appointments of the field officers agreably to the establishment in your com- 
mands of the 1st of June 1764 and General Carnac and 
Colonel Smith were in consequence, stationed to the 1st and 

2nd battallions. 


Consn. 6 Mav, 
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19. The command of the 3rd being vacant bv the death of Major Knox, 
it would of course have devolved to Sir Robert Fletcher, but Lord Clive in- 
formed the Board that althou 2 ;h Sir Robert Barker was onlv inentioned in the 
letter as commandant of ‘the artillery, he knew from what had passed between 
him and some of the gentlemen of the direction respectinst the appointments, 
that it was the intention he should have the choice of succeedins to the coin- 
mand of one of the battalions in case of a vacancv and being at this time 
desirous of having the 3rd, it was agreed to appoint him thereto accordinglv. 

20. Sir Robert Fletcher became in consequence Lieutenant Colonel to the 
1st battallion and it was also agreed to promote Major Peach to the 2nd till 
the point of priority in rank between him and Major Champion was deter- 
mined by your answer to the applications made to you respecting this gentle- 
man and Sir Robert Fletcher. 


21. Proceeding then to the 3rd appointment of Lieutenant Colonel, Lord 
Clive further informed the Board that on his arrival at the Cape, he found 
there on his passage to Europe, Major Charles Chapman of His IMajesty's 79tli 
Regiment, and Messrs, Sumner and Sykes with Colonel Smith and Barker 
represented to him that as the number of field officers was not compleat ac- 
cording to the establishment an opportunity offered in their opinion of doing 
the Company great seryice by introducing that gentleman as one, liaving on 
account of his particular merit been sollicited by the President and Council to 
remain at Fort St. George in the command of their troops under General 
LawTence which aldiough we had declined, he was willing to come to Bengal 
with his Lordship, provided he had rank next after Major Peach. That he 
joined in sentiment with those gentlemen and brought tlie Major here accord- 
ingly under such a promise and his Lordship therefore proposed he should 
have this appointment, not doubting in the least your confirmation thereof. 


22. Some debate passed at the Board on this occasion upon which his 
Lordship informed them that in virtue of the power vested in him, for which 
he referred to the 36th paragraph of the General Letter he should certainly 
grant the commission in question hut would wish to have their concurrence 
and desired the sentiments of the several members might be collected, 'which 
you will find recorded accordingly on the proceedings and Major Chapman 
was appointed the third Idcutcnant Colonel. 

23. Majors Champion and Stibbert and Captain Hugh Grant wxre after- 
w^ards appointed the Majors to the three battalions, and in consideration of 

the long and faithful services of Capt. Christian Fischer, and 
Consn. 28 May. former objection to promoting him wBs now removed 

by the appointment of so many officers of superior rank a Major's brevet was 
also granted to him. 

24. Before Colonel Smith proceeded to join the army, we received a re- 
presentation^ from him touching his appointments at this Presidency, setting 

forth that he wus positively assured he w'as to succeed to 
Consn. 28 May. the same both civil and military which General Carnac 
now holds in the seiwdce, and expressing therefore his surprize at finding himself 
on his arrival, precluded from the former by the 10th paragraph of your 
beforementioned letter which expressly says that after the death or departure 
of the General, no officer shall have a constant seat at the Board without your 
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leave but onlv when iiiilitarv affairs are under consideration. We beg leave 
to refer vou to the representation itself of which a copy is transmitted in the 
packet and we request your orders in answer, taking at the same time the 
iibertv to offer it as our opinion to vou that the commanding officer of the troops 
should upon all occasions have a seat at the Board. 

25. The Select Committee agreeably to your appointments was also formed 
dhectlv upon the Kenfs arrival Their powers were therefore communicated 

to our subordinate factories and to the Presidencies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay, and the necessary directions given 
in consequence to the former, to obev all orders wffiich they might receive from 
them, and the Committee have from time to time laid before the Board such 
of their proceedings as diey judged adviseable and proper. 


Consn. 6 ]\Iav, 


26. The covenants which you were pleased to send out regarding the 

acceptance of presents from the country government not having been at this 

time subscribed to this, was the subiect of their first consi- 
Consn. 7th Mav. i - ^ 

deration, and they thereupon commumcatea to the Board 

their opinion that the same should be immediately executed in the form 
prescribed hv the members of the Council and all other servants of the Com- 
panv, which was conformed to accordingly by the members present and the 
Secretarv was ordered to prepare and transmit setts for the several other 
gentlemen both in the civil and military. Those to the former have been 
ail returned duely executed as well as the greatest part of the latter. But 
the distance the army has been from us, and the officers being variously dis- 
persed has occasioned some trouble and delay in getting these compleated : 
and we wait the remainder of them to forward to you the wffiole together. 


27. The next proceedings which the Committee laid before the Council 

contained their resolution for enforcing immediately the Board’s orders with 

[ ] "*0 Mav respect to the return of the European agents from up the 

country, granting them a further indulgence of two months 

to the 1st of August which was afterwards prolonged to the 21st of October, 

puhlick notice of this resolution wus accordingly [sic] in consequence whereof we 

understand many are arrived in Calcutta and w'e shall take care that the rest 

* 

return also in due time. 


28. Their subsequent proceedings for some time were on enquhy into the 
circumstances of some sums which had been received from the present Nabob 

and others by the gentlemen wffio composed the deputation 
Consn. ord for the execution of the treaty with his Excellency^ on the 

Juiy^ ^ ^ decease of his father vizt, Messrs. Johnstone, Senior, Middle- 

ton and Leycester, as also by the other members at the 
Presidency xVlessrs. Spencer, Playdell, Burdett and Gray. We beg leave to refer 
you to the proceedings themselves on this subject and to the several minutes 
and defences entered thereupon the registers of Council and of the Committee 
and request your sentiments and determinations on the whole. We have only 
here to notice to you in particular, that Mr, Johnstone has in consequence, 
and for other reasons set forth in his minute, resigned your service, and 
proceeds home by this opportunity. 


29. At our Consultation of the 24th of June, Lord Clive entered a repre- 
sentation and complaint against Mr. Burdett for having in his office of 
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4^’^ 1^1- 


Zemindar confined, and detained after application for his release, a gkuu*- 

Consn "^4 June ^nanjee,^ Or over-seer of boats, emploved by his Lordship on 

the occasion of intended expedition up the country to take 
upon him the command of the armv and settle afiairs "tvith the pouers in 
those parts : hlr. Burdett not being present at this meeting, an order 
immediatelv issued to him for the man's enlargement and Ills answer to 
the same, having been received, assigning the reasons for his proceeding which 
did not appear sufficient, and conceived in terms esteemed disrespectful to 
the Board, they determined that he should make a proper acknowledgement 
both to Lord Clive and themselves ; his Lordship at the same time took leave 
of the Board to proceed in the business before intimated. 

30. hlr. Burdett complied afterwards with this determination and his 
Lordship having desired to be acquainted therewith, it was accordingly com- 
municated to him: but Mr. Burdett entered a minute on 

'^■’nd^^o letter, in consequence whereof further 

proceedings occurred ; and these being likewise transmitted 
to his Lordship, we received an answer from him confirming the opinion 
he had before given of that gentleman's conduct, in terms, which deter- 
mined Mr. Burdett having intimated his intention of returning this sea mu 
to Europe to sit no longer at the Board and he also resigned your service 
accordingly. 

31. Lord Clive has since delivered in a minute setting forth that he cannot 
accuse himself of having given cause for the resentment expressed by 

Consn 9th Se t opinion concerning his resignation 

^ ^ * referring to a letter from Raja Dooiubram to Mr. Sumner 

when President, in respect to a note of hand^ for a sum of money which he 
represented he had given to hlr. Burdett upon the Nabob’s accession to the 
government under the promise of his endeavours, to procure him a share in 
the administration, which he had not fulfilled and therefore solliciting 
Mr. Sumner’s assistance for the recovery thereof. Of this minute and letter 
Mr. Burdett has had a copy and w^e expect his answer. 

32. Lord Clive having arrived in town and resumed his seat at the Board 
the 9th instant, laid before them an extract from the proceedings of the Select 

Consn 9th Se t Committee held the 7th upon his return, accompanying tlie 
^ ' copy of a treatv of peace concluded by him and General 
Carnac on the part of the Hon’ble Company and the Nabob, with Shuja doula, 
together with the translation of a grant and siinnuds obtained from the King 
for the dewann^ of these provinces and an agreement subscribed to in con- 
sequence by the Nabob through the means of his Lordship and Mr. Sykes, 
as also translations of other sunnuds from the King confirming to the Com- 
pany their former possessions and securing to them the reversion in perpetuity 

of hly Lords jagheer. For this last his Lordship had before 

Consn. 15 July. way Up, obtained the Nabob's sunnud in duplicate 

one of them to be forwarded to you if w^e judged it proper which is accordingly 
transmitted in the packeit with an attested copy of the translation. We also 
send you like copies of the several papers above mentioned to wffiich we beg 
leave to refer you and to offer you at the same time our hearty congratulations 
on this happy event of the return of peace, which we hope and have now all 
reason to expect from our established influence and power, will in future be 

VoL IV— 23 
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un-interrupted. The same was proclaimed here in proper form on the 12th 
and ordered to be also published at the subordinates. 


33. At the Consultation of the 9th of June, Mr. Sykes entered a minute 
informing the Board that the Select Committee had ordered him to proceed 
to Murshedabad® on affairs of importance w^hich would be communicated to 
them when the proceedings were drawn up, and that he should set out ac- 
cordingly without loss of time. Alessrs. Leycester and Gray dissented upon 
this occasion, not being able to judge either of the object of Mr. Sykes’ com- 
mission, or the necessity of his appointment and as Mr. Middleton, a member 
of the Board was already stationed President [sic] at the Durbar to transact 
whatever points of business might occur with the country government, had acted 
in that capacity to the entire satisfaction of the Council and could not be super- 
seded without a reflection on his ability to conduct such business. The pro- 
ceedings tvere afterwards laid before the Board, when those gentlemen confirm- 
ed their dissent, esteeming hlr. Middleton still the proper person to transact the 


Consn. 18 July. 


business entrusted to Mr. Sykes : and upon Mr. Middleton’s 
receiving intimation from the Select Committee of this 


appointment, he addressed the Board as appears on Consultation the 18th 


of the same month setting forth how much it must lessen the w'eight and 
influence, which it was absolutely necessary he should maintain in his station, 
and that he could not therefore widr any credit to himself remain any longer 
in it, more especially as Lord Chve had told him on his way up that it was 
intended to remove him shortly and place Mr. Sykes in his stead ; and solli- 
citing in consequence, Chiefship of Patna, which had become vacant a few 


days before by the sudden decease of Mr. Billers. To this he' was accordingly 
appointed and ordered by the majority to proceed immediately delivering over 
to the Chief of Cossimbuzar, the management of such business as he had been 
entrusted with from the Board. Mr. Sumner being the only member of the 
Committee then present, minuted at the same time a declaration on their part 
that no reflection whatever on Mr. Middleton nor derogation from his necessary 
weight and influence as public Resident was intended by them and produced 
the copy of the letter wTote him on the occasion setting forth the impropriety 
of charging any other than a member of the Committee with the manage- 
ment of business which had not been disclosed to the Council as an agreement 
for his satisiaction. Mr. Sykes having proceeded conformably to his deputation, 
he returned to the Presidency with Lord Clive. ^ 


o4. Mr. Verelst upon being called to Calcutta to take his seat in the 
Committee, resigned the chiefship of Chittagong factory in which IVIr. Playdeli 

Consn. 24 th Tune. resignation of Mr. John- 

stone, he w^as appointed by the Committee to the charge 
of supervision of the Burdwan revenues. 


35. At the Consultation of the 22nd of July, a motion was made by 
IVIr, Burdett for filling up the vacancies in Council from Mr. Johnstone’s said 
resignation and the death of Mr. Billers agreeably to your last appointment 
and orders. Upon wLich IMr. Sumner informed them that tire Committee had 
already taken the subject of those orders under consideration and should 
determine on them at their first meeting upon the return of the absent 
members to the Presidency and therefore desired that the filling up of the 
vacancies might till then be postponed, the majority of the Board entering 
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their opinions that the matter should not be deferred and proposing accoid- 
ineiv to call to the Board the two next gentlemen on the list. Mr. Siimner 


dissented thereto in his own and the name of the 


niinittee, reserving to 

rTn*'n:T Tr!f--ir f»DIIlionS. 


them a revisal of die measure, but the majority coniiriiiing their opinions, 
hlessrs. Francis Charlton and Thomas French, the two next servants were in 




30. upon me asseniDimg again oi me t^ommitiee, nir. ouninei reiaiet 
them accordingly what had passed at the Board, and they recorded their se 
^ ments thereon offering at the same time their reasons 
onsn, ptr. enlarging the number of the Council which latter we 

first, that die collection of the Burdwan revenues should no longer be mana 
bv a chief and council but as proposed in a representation to them fi 
erelst at the same t* • - ^ .1 

.g always on the sp' 
still retain his seat, 
ance : secondly wit! 
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our sentiments accordingly in answer to his Lordship, transmitting for his 
particular information extracts of those registers vizt, : 

Of the letters to the Commanding Officer of the 6th November and 6th 
December last and 

Of the Consultation of the 3rd January upon an application received 
from the officers and men of the 76th Regiment and His Majesty’s 
Marines, to which we heg also to refer you on the occasion. 

39. Upon his Lordship’s return to the Presidency, he informed the Board 
that while he was with the army, he had formed it upon the establishment 
and plan laid down in your commands of the 1st of June 1764 and purposed 
for the better regulating theh pay in future and the prevention of any abuses, 
that there should be seperate paymasters with deputies and a commissary to 
each brigade. The Board agreed with him enthely in the propriety of those 
appointments and the pay masters were accordingly nominated, the other 
offices remaining to be fixed at a future meeting. 

40. The Select Committee having taken under consideration your orders 
touching the inland trade in the articles of salt, beetlenut and tobacco, they 

communicated to the Board in their next proceedings, a sett 
Consn. 12 Augst. regulations formed thereupon as the ground work of a 

plan for carrying it on in future ; we beg leave to refer to proceedings them- 
selves for your particular information of this plan and have hereto informed 
you that Messrs. Sumner, Verelst, Leycester and Gray were in consequence 
constituted the Committee" for receiving charge thereof and managing it on 
behalf of the body of proprietors with authority to correspond with the sub- 
ordinate factories and to pursue all such measures as might conformably 
thereto appear to them eligible ; and that the necessary advice and orders 
were given accordingly and publication made prohibiting all persons depend- 
ant on the Company's Government from entering into any new engagements 
in those articles unless as contractors with the Committee for the purchase or 
sale of them. We have also to notice to you that Messrs. Leycester and Gray 
dissented to the authority the Select Committee had taken upon themselves 
on this occasion esteeming it in no wise delegated to them by the terms and 
intention of their appointment, and that the subject should have been con- 
sidered and determined on in Council. 

41. The Committee of Trade having entered upon the prosecution of the 
plan, we have received from them a representation for having the Society 

secured against any innovations, in the course of their 
Consn. 16 Augst. present engagements, and soUiciting from us such a deed as 
we might think sufficient to insure to them the exclusive right to the trade till 
those engagements are concluded, the same to be renewed every season so 
long as it shall be agreeable to you that the plan should subsist. We could not 
but agree with them entirely in the propriety of this measure and having given 
directions for drawling accordingly such writing as may be thought sufficient 
to secure to the present propriety the right in question: and we are now to 
request your permission to renew the same for the future concerns if the plan 
meets with your approbation. 

42. Commodore Tinker having received from the late Nabob Meer 
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Jaffier a grant of 12,50,000 rupees as a donation to liimself and the squadron 

under his command,® for their services in the war against 
^^Consn. 15 No\r. Cossim, he presented to the Board on departure a 

translation of the same and requested their assistance in 
procuring regular payments conformablv to the terms : to which the Board 
replyed expressing their satisfaction at the hCabob's having thought proper to 

C 9 Se t consider the services of the squadron and assuring hir. Tinker 
onsn. Septr. might appear to them in his power con- 

sistently with the performance of the engagements of his treatv, the Commo- 
dore might depend on their complvance tvith his application. Two of the 
periods of payment having expired and no part been yet received, the agents 
have now addressed us enclosing the translation of a letter from the present 
Nabob with a confirmation of his father's grant, and solliciting our interposi- 
tion for procuring them the amount due ; representing with a view' of adding 
weight to their application that many of the officers and men of the squadron 

aeir draft 

donation had upon the strength of the Board's promise been accente 
charee thereof bv merchants of the place whose nrivate fortunes 
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choosing to proceed upon our judgement in a case of this nature, we referred 
them to the attentive consideration of an attorney in the Mayor’s Court. 
Air. Richard Wliittall who we understood wms most capable and versed in his 
profession, requiring his sentiments at full w'hether or not there w^as sufficient 
ground on which to found a prosecution here on the occasion ; and having 
received an answer from him stating his opinion in the affirmative, we have 
ordered him to repeat the demand in due form and upon a refusal still of 
payment, to commence an action against the owner accordingly. 


46. We send voii further the General Books of this Presidency with their 

^ ^ subsidiaries to April 1764, and hope from the Suh-Accomn- 

Consn. 16 Sept. , r i ■> i i 

tant s report to forward to you the subsequent sett in the 

course of this season having upon his application some time ago wrote in very 

urgent terms on this subject to the subordinates. The entire loss of their books 

and accounts at some of them in the late troubles has un- 

Consn. 20 May. avoidably occasioned great delay in bringing them up. 


47. We are to advise you of the decease of Capt. Alexander Scott, our 
Master Attendant, on the 12th ultimo and of Captain Page Kehle’s succession 

Consn 15 Au^^st charge of that office, agreeably to your nomination 

" ^ ' on this occasion. We received a petition from the Deputy, 
Mr. Richard Dean, representing his long services to the Company in the differ- 
ent gradations of the marine which he hoped had fully qualified him for the 
appointment and solliciting it accordingly. He was advised in answer that 
Capt. Keble had obtained it in pursuance of your orders, with an assurance, 
however, that we had a just sense of his services and should take care to 
make proper mention of him to you and we beg leave therefore to recommend 
him to your notice. 


48. Mr. Robert Hunter whom you have this season been pleased to appoint 
a factor on the Fort Marlbro’ establishment, having some months before come 
over to this Presidency, had on account of his particular merit and abilities 
in the profession, been entertained by us as one of our principal surgeons. 
On being therefore advised of your appointment, he delivered in a letter to 
us representing that it was obtained entirely without his knowledge and inten- 
tion while he was detained on the French Islands and six years after his first 
application and having then quitted the place with leave from the President 
and Council and upon his admission iiito the sertice here, had from a depend- 
ance of continuing in it, entered into connections and concerns with others 
whose interest must suffer and ruin attend his own by a speedy removal. He 
for these reasons sollicited our permission to relinquish that appointment and 
be continued in his station here, expressing at the same time his just sense of 
the favor and honor thereby conferred on him for which he returns you his 
grateful thanks ; and his hope that in consideration of his misfortunes and 
long services you w^ould not be displeased with his proceeding. From this 
representation and the character before given of him, we could not but very 
readily acquiesce in his desire, and as we are extreemely sollicitous of his 
continuance with us, we hope for and earnestly entreat his confirmation here 
accordingly. 

49, We further beg leave to you for an appointment on your list of civil 
servants, Mr, Sutton Banks, a gentleman wHo has for a long while resided 
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ill the place as a private merchant, much esteemed, and is entireiv deserving 
the favor we sollicit for him. 

50. Captain George Burghall of the Corps of Engineers, having been 
accused by Captain Martin, his superior officer, of disobedience of orders, he 
in consequence of the opinion of a court of enquirv imderwent a trval bv a 
court martial. Appointed and approved bv ivlajor !M"unro before Iiis departure, 
at which having been found giiiltv of the charge, he w^as cashiered the Com- 
pany’s service by the sentence of the court ; and he proceeds home with his 
family by this opportunity : Major Munro carried with him the proceedings 
of the court martial. 


51. You will find the reasons of the Select Committee in which the Board 
acquiesced, for the purchase of the Admiral Sieevens on the occasion of this 
dispatch, and not employing the Lapzving which still remained upon our hands 
recorded on the Committee proceedings of the 21st of June and 4th of Julv : 
and the season now^ opening w^e shall forthwith determine on some method 
of employing or otherwise dispose of her as may appear most eligible. The 
Board previous to the arrival of the Kent has had some intention of sending 
her to Fort St. George to return to you with early advices from thence and this 
Presidency. 

if 


52. Upon a report from the Master Attendant of the condition and value 
of the Adjniral Steevens, w'e agreed to pay for her at the price demanded by 
the owTiers of 59,000 Arcot Rupees ; and Captain Griffin who we advised you, 
had quitted the Lapziing to proceed to Fort St George on his private concerns, 
having returned to this place, we gave him the command of her appointing 

upon proper recommendations, -Messrs. James Angus, James 
Lenox, Edward Wilson and Robert Fairful, her officers. 


No. 118 & 119. 
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at the same time the long detention which the Speke, Pacifick and Ponsbourne 
met with at Spithead from contrary winds. We hope, however, they took the 
opportunity of sailing about the same time as the Fox, and that w^e shall soon 
have some accounts of them in these parts. We now find by your advices 
to that Presidency of the 4th of January that the Falmouth is not to return 
to you but only taken up for the run to India to assist in bringing out our 
recruits. Those gentlemen expected to give the Earl of Middlesex her dis- 
patches about the end of this month, and at their request we transmit you a 
copy of the invoice of provisions put on board her here for victualling the 
prisoners from the French Islands, that the commander may account with 
you for the same. We also forward a packet received from them to your address 
with one from the gentlemen at Fort Marlbro’. The Buckmgham having con- 
cluded her destination to that place, w^e understand is likewise arrived at Fort 
St. George. 

56. The Mint Master having laid before the Select Committee a represen- 
tation setting forth the inconveniences resulting to the Company and the 
publick from the stop put to the issuing of new^ siccas and the difficulties and 
danger consequent on any attempt to a general recoinage or abolition of the 
annual fall of the hatta on sicca rupees, the same has been referred to us 
and is at present under our consideration. He has now presented an address 
to the Board with seperate statements of the mint for a year before and after 
he took charge of it, and the assay book from the latter time to which he 
referred us for an explanation of the advantages arising from the regulations 
proposed by him in the month of January, and at his request, we transmit you 
in the packet copies of those different addresses, as also the assay book, and 
copies of the statements accompanying the last to the Board, that by referring 
them to and consulting the Tower Office, you may be perfectly satisfied of the 
nature of the improvements he has made and how far his appointment to 
the direction of the mint has answered expectation. 

57. The members of the Select Committee have entered a minute in reply 
to Mr. Leycester’s beforementioned confirming his dissent to the diminution of 
the Council; Messrs. Leycester and Gray have also on their parts deHvered 
in other minutes upon the sentiments recorded by the Committee on their 
conduct and Mr. Burdett's in not conforming to Mr. Sumner^s desire upon the 
same subject ; Pvlr. Leycester, a further one touching the powers of the Com- 
mittee to which last they have informed him, they shall reply to you in their 
own department; and Gray, another in consequence of imputations laid 
to his charge before Lord Clive, which he has desired may be enquired 
into before the Board, and his Lordship has acquainted him shall be commu- 
nicated accordingly. You will find all these recorded on the proceedings of 
the 25th instant and we beg to refer them with the rest to your perusal 
and consideration. 

58. We have also received an answer from Mr. Burdett to Lord Clive’s 
minute upon his resignation and the letter referred to in it from Rajah 
Dolubram, confirming his first reason assigned for quitting the service at the 
time he did, and declining to answer to the demand from Roy Dolub till he 
should be first informed what punishment would be inflicted on him if he 
should prove him guilty of a falsehood, upon which his Lordship has minuted 
that he has not leizure at present to reply but will do it fully by the next ship. 
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59. Upon perusal of the draft of this letter. Lord CliTe remarked on the 
circumstance mentioned in Mr. Middleton’s address to the Board quoted in 
the 33rd paragraph, that he did not tell him as there related, it was the inten- 
tion of the Committee to remove him shortly and place Mr. Svkes at the Durbar 
in his stead but only that this gentleman was soon to proceed to the citv on 
particular business from them. 

60. The Select Committee have laid before us a copv of their proceedings 
containing their conclusion of the plan for carrying on the inland trade with 
respect to the Company and the classes of proprietors, and the same has been 
delivered over to the Committee for managing the same with instructions to 
proceed conformably thereto. 

61. General Carnac having declined receiving a present from the King as 
he had not the consent of the Governour and Council, His Maiestv has written 

J 

a letter to the Board, representing that the General has always refused to accept 
any reward for his great services, that to permit him to remain unrewarded is 
injurious to his royal dignity and that it is therefore His Majesties [sic] pleasure 
that w^e do grant General Carnac permission to receive from his royal bounty 
the sum of ttvo lacks of rupees. 

62. You are so well acquainted with the merits and moderation of this 
gentleman that we need not add our sentiments on the subject. The great 
attention and respect he has always paid to the King from the time of His 
Majesty’s misfortune when he surrendered himself at Patna, to his present 
state of peace and affluence together with the attachment shewn to him on 
many occasions in the field, demand some return of gratitude. We trust, you 
will rejoice that an opportunity should at last offer of placing General Carnac 
in a state of independency at the eve of a long and faithful service. 

63. There being some doubts whether the power of permission on such 
is intended to be lodged with the Governour and Council, wu have not absolute- 
ly granted it but refer it to vou and should be glad of your instructions for 
our guidance in future. We beg leave only to observe that such power would 
perhaps be a mean^s of keeping the military in proper subjection to the civil 
authority in this settlement. 

64. Mr Peter Dowues having some time ago requested permission to 
resign his offices in order to prepare for his return to Europe, has now resigned 
the service and proceeds by this ship- 

65. The Mayors Court have presented to us a list of several law hooks 
wanted for the use of the Court, which they request may he sent them out by 
the first opportunity ; and the same is transmitted you in the packet. 

66. We have onlv further to add that the necessary papers respecting 
this ship are enclosed. * And wishing her a safe and speedy arrival with you, we 
have the honor to remain with respect. 

Fort WaHam, 
the 30 of September 1765. 

[Original per Admiral Stevens 
Duplicate per GrenviMe] 


Honble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 
obedient, humble servants. 
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Postscript 

1. Since concluding this address it has occurred to us that we are much 
in want of several printed setts of the Act of Parliament for the punishing of 
mutiny and desertion among your troops here, with which we request you will- 
furnish us accordingly by the first opportunity. 

2. At our Consultation of tliis day for the dispatch of the ship, Mr. Ley- 
cester entered a further minute respecting the present which he received from 
the Nabob when on the deputation to him, Mr. Gray recorded one likewise 
on the same subject as that mentioned in the 57th paragraph, upon certain 
imputations laid against his charge which he requested might be enquired 
into, to both which we beg as before to refer you. And we remain wtith respect, 

Honble Sirs, 

Fort WilHam, Your most faithful, and 

the 30 of September 1765. obedient, humble servants. 
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LETTER DATED 28 NOVEMBER 1765 

Reinforcemefit of the Council hy civilians from Madras — incoinpete^ice of 
most of the members of the Council — state of the treasury — request for support 
from home. 

T O the Honorable the Court of Directors. 

Gentlemen, 

1. I embrace the opportunity of a ship being under dispatch for Bussora 
to make known to you such occurrences as have happened here since the sailing 
of the Admiral Stevens on the 9th of last month, in hopes it may arrive in 
time for us to receive your commands by some of the latter ships of the year 
1766. 

2. The resignation of Messrs Senior, Burdett, and Gray, and suspension 
of Mr. Leycester has reduced us in Committee to the necessity of desiring the 
gentlemen of Madras to spare us Messrs Russell, Aldersey, Kelsall, and Floyer, 
who w^e propose shall give us their assistance in Council, until your pleasure 
be known. 

3. To enter into particulars would take up too much time and might be 
imprudent in a dispatch of this nature, I shall therefore only repeat what 
I have already had the honor of representing to you, that luxury, extravagance 
and corruption together with an independant way of thinking and acting have 
arisen to such a heigth in this settlement that the most vigorous measures 
are absolutely necessary ; and if you gentlemen do not strengthen my hands 
by approving the steps we have taken particularly by confirming the Madras 
gentlemen in the posts to which we have appointed them, and by entrusting 
me with sufficient potvers, I am convinced that the service I may have rendered 
the Company by my re-acceptance of this Government will be in many respects 
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of a very sliort (duration when) my back is turned. Tlie measures liitberio 
proposed and pursued for the attainment of that reforrAiation which must take 
place have been strenuously supported bv Alessrs Carnac, Verelst and Svkes. 
General Carnac intends resigning the service and accompanving me to Europe. 
Messrs Verelst and Svkes are hi^hiv deserving of ever 


V encourasen: 


It that 

can be offered to prevail upon them to continue in this coanerv. Not one of 
the gentlemen next in Council even so low as Mr. Bolts^ iMr. Rumhold except- 
ed) is worthy a seat at the Board : manv of them are dtrficieiit in abilities, and 
all in principle ; and as to the gentlemen of lower standing, thev are nor onlv 
too young, but too strongly tainted with the corruption of late times lo be so 
soon entrusted with power. The onlv measure therefore that can ensure stabi- 
lity to the plan of Government and reformation which I IiPO'e been laboring 
to establish is the appointment of the Madras gentlemen and the limiting T do 
not mean curtailing) the advantages of future Governors, together with a power 
lodged somewhere, to nominate the members who shall compose the Select 
Committee, after my departure. 


state of 

4. I can now with the greatest pleasure inform voii that the 9579 . .7453 . 

the treasury- revenues 

9897 , 30353 . 30575 . 6585 . is such and the 8938 . 8939 . 5935 . of the 
country since the acquisition of the deirannee 

3787 9400 . 9897 . 93 . 7453 . 9897 . 381 . 6 . 40 . 82 . 5t3 . 1250 .6.6. 

flowed in so fast draw 

have 5057 . 5900 . 9469 . 4959 . that we shall not throiigli necessity 4507 . 

upon you for a rupee send £ 

30538 . 9946 . 5077 . 8 * 8895 although we have determined to 9065 . 9953 . 

300,000 this year to China 

5770 . 9949 . 12 . 7939 . 9943 . 30750 . 9978 . 3457. The returns for coral 

amount to five or six 

and small bills drawn upon you for necessaries may 443 . 9978 . 5034 . 

iaaks 

7495 . 9409 . 6466, 

5. The refusing to grant bills will undoubtedly throw large sums into 
the hands of foreigners particularly of the Dutch (Some words illegible. — 

as immoderate riches acquired 

Copt.).* 9897 . 4553 . 543 . 5857 . have been lately 93. But I do 

to the 

not.think w'e can be justified in wantonly drawing upon our employers 9978 . 

amount of several hundred thousand pounds while we 

9897 . 443 . 7453 . 9097 . 5770 . 9949 . 7939 . 30663 . 

have more cash than is sufficient 

30634 . 5643 . 6938 . 3358 . 9894 . 9697 . to answer every purpose of 

the Company. How^ever as the acquisition of fortunes will not be so rapid 

remitting the money 

O 4' 

in future some method may be fixed on for the 8663 . 7453 , 6W3 . 

servants so much benefit to our rivals 

by your 9083 , without 9469 , 6963 . 778 . 9978 . 7555 . 8846. 

4 i/ 


Copyist’s note in tlio copy available in tbe National Archives of India. 
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pay 

6. In the course of the ensuing year we shall certainly 7696 

off upwards of thirty laaks Company’s bond 

7454 . 30544 . 609 7453 . 9940 . 6385 . 6466 . of the 3589 , 35 . 36 . 50 . 

debt 

38 . 3948. 

7. Bv tills conveyance I shall only further add that it is my resolution to 
adhere firmly to the true interest of the Company in these parts notwithstand- 
ing the odium I undergo in the pursuit of impartial and disinterested measures. 
Permit me gentlemen to hope that whilst I am framing and carrying into exe- 
cution such regulations in every department abroad as I am convinced are 
essentially and immediately requisite, you will not be insensible to the danger 
of their being soon relaxed and perhaps totally neglected unless supported and 
enforced by the strictest orders from home. 

8. If what I have done be approved and by the authority of the Court 
of Directors rendered incapable of being subverted by my successors, I shall 
return from the laborious accomplishment of your wishes and expectations 
with the fullest satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be with the 
greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your most obedient and most 

28th November 1765. humble servant, 

[Overland] (Signed) Clive. 


24 ' 

LETTER DATED 29 JANUARY 1766 

Proposal for making sicca rupees of fixed value injurious to the Cojupa^iy — 
request for arms and more European recruits — relinquishment of four districts 
contiguous to Patna to the French to avoid dispute — French and Dutch com- 
plaints of English obstruction in their investment — Burdetfs resignation — 
suspension of Leycester from service — Gray’s resignation — erection of fortifica- 
tions at Chittagong abandoned — expediency of having cantomnents and 
headquarters at PatnUy Alofighyr ajid Cossimhazar. 

T O the Honble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United Com- 
pany of IMerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1, Having in our letter by the Admiral Steevens advised you of the arrival 
of the ships Lord Anson, Prince of Wales and Kent, we must request your 
reference for particulars to that dispatch, being now too much pressed for time 
to enter into a minute detail, reasons for which shall be assigned in our next 
advices by the Ponsborne. 

2. We now have the honor to enclose a duplicate of that letter to which 
we also beg leave to refer for information respecting the several occurrences at 
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subsequent recital will give you a clear and satisfactory sketch of the 
situation of vour civil affairs. 



Your commands bv the Grenz'Ule were recehed on the i5di 


October last, when we immediately dispatched the necessary orders in conse- 
quence to the different gentlemen emnloy'd in pro\ iding vour iiivestineiit. The 
cargoes now shipped on the Greircille and Kent, as well as those prepared for 
the PacifiCy Ponshorne and Admiral IValson evince that no attention hath 
been wanting on our part to comply with your instructions. 


4. The Asia we have sent round to Bombay with a cargoe consisting of 
7850 niaunds of saltpetre, and we have made it our request to that Presidency 
either to extend her voyage to Canton with the four laaks of rupees we shipped 
on board for the purpose of your China investment, or to dispatch her directly 
for Europe, as may be thought most conducive to the service. 


5. The GrenAlley now dispatched will convey to you 1058 bales, 90S0 
maunds of saltpetre and 900 maunds of red wood. As to the Pacipek, our orders 
direct that she shall touch at Fort St. George to receive on board the remaining 
investment of that Presidency, and also to accommodate General Lawrence with 
a passage to Europe, as he has intimated to the President his intention of 
returning this season. In this ship we send six laaks of rupees to be forwarded 
from iVladrass to China by the first conveyance : and also a cargoe of 7660 
maunds of saltpetre and 900 maunds of red wood. 

6. The Speke w'iil immediately proceed to Bencoolen. wiili stores and 25 
chests of ophium for that Presidency and six laaks of rupees for the supply of 
vour China investment, being first ordered to stop at hladrass to take on board 
such additional stores as the gentlemen there may think proper to send to 
Bencoolen, from whence w'e expect she will be dispatched direedy for Canton. 


7. As the cargoes for the Ponshorne and Admiral Watson are already in 
great forwardness, w’e hope to dispatch them likewise within the tune limited 
by charter party. We shall have occasion to mention in the course of this 
letter the number of bales remaining in the ware house and oui expectations 
from the factories and aurungs. 

8. It is necessary we observe, that the sum tve proposed fumishing for 
the China investment is now fully compleated and dispatched in the following 
manner vizt.y four laacks in the Asia by the w^ay of Bombay ; six laaks in 
the Speke direcdv for Canton ; six laaks in the Pacifick to be lodged at hladrass 
until an occasion offers of carrying it to China ; two laaks in the Fort St. Georgey 
four laaks in the Bengal Merchant and two laaks more ip the Carlisle^ country 
vessels, to be also deposited at jMadrass j in ail 24 laaks which we hope will 
enable the gentlemen residing at Canton to secure a large and valuahie invest-* 
ment bv means of the early advances. 

9. By a letter w^e lately received from your supra cargoes, we understand 
that the remittance made last year from hence, by the Argo frigate, proved 
extremely seasonable and usefull to the provision m^ing this season. W^e have 
likewise the pleasure to acquaint you upon the same authority, that Captain 
Affleck, commander of the frigate, behaved with a moderation and prudence 
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highly beneficial to your affairs, which we hope will prove no way injurious to 
his own interest. The Chinese refusing to admit the Argo as a King’s ship, 
on account of her carrying treasure for the Company, insisted that Captain 
Affieck should pay duties as a merchantman, pleading that the Centurion 
could not he regarded as a precedent since she carried nothing on board and 
put in for refreshment only. This argument they urged with so much obsti- 
nacy that unless Captain Affleck had prudently yielded to its conviction, your 
ships might probably have returned wdthout their cargoes, or been detained 
another season. 

10. By a letter dated the 25th June 1764 which the President received from 
Mr. Dawson Drake, we learn that the Admiral Pococke is happily arrived in 
China after escaping a variety of dangers. Having lost her passage to Europe 
and 22 of her crew, she put into the port of Touron in Cochin China in great 
distress for water and provisions, and remained there for the space of six 
months and eleven days, the natives treating the passengers and seamen with 
the greatest humanity. On the 31st of Tvlay 1765, the day before the Captain 
proposed sailing. Mr. Drake with eleven more of the passengers and crew w^ere 
attacked by several thousand of the King’s troops. They stood on them defence, 
and in the tumult that ensued, tw’o of your servants Messrs Fyfe and Nodes, 
Mr. Orandan, a Spanish gentleman and his daughter lost their lives. 

The ship was afterwards attacked by several galleys, but without success ; 
and it is imagined that either revenge for the death of a native murdered by the 
ship’s crew, or some intimation of the treasure on board, was the inducement 
to this perfidious attempt. 

Mr. Drake proposed taking his passage on a Portuguese ship to Madras. 

11. As we had no immediate service for the Lapwmg packet, and that she 
was unfit for the purpose of your small vessels in this country, we have thought 
it adviseable to dispose of her for the sum of 14500 current rupees, as you will 
perceive by the Master Attendant’s report entered on the Consultation the 25th 
November. 

12. Besides the quantity of saltpetre ahready specified, we are to observe, 
that we shipped in the Admiral Steevens 3000 maunds of that article, and also 
750 bales and 900 maunds of red wood. In the Lord Anson 8000 maunds of 
saltpetre were sent by the way of Bombay, and in the Diana we sent round 8000 
maunds more to be transmitted by that Presidency or disposed of as they 
should judge expedient to your interest. 

13. By consulting the articles of disbursements from the treasury and also 
the auTung accounts from the 1st of May 1760 to the 22nd January 1766, you 
will see the several advances made in order to procure a considerable investment 
for this season. It appears from the following statement made to us by the 
Export Ware House Keeper, that the cargoe of the Admiral Steevens amounted 
to 7,94,000 rupees, which we imagine must have proved very acceptable as it 
will probably arrive in time for your sales in March, and also as you were dis- 
appointed of great part of the bales intended for the Bute^ which could not be 
received on board for the reasons assigned in our last address. 

14. In the Grenville we have shipped a cargoe valued at 8,37,350 rupees, 
and the Kent carries goods amounting to 8,58,675 rupees, the total by the three 
ships making 24,90,125 rupees. 
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reason to expect an immediate supplv of 1193 bal 

aumngSy but should we even be disappointed in a part &f die 

still be sufficient to compleat cargoes for the Ponsbor-as and Ilhtsou : 

so that the whole investment of the vear will amount to thiitv seven laats. 

* •* 

16. From the aurung transactions above mentioned, it appears, there now 
remains an outstanding baliance of 7,69,712-2-9 besides the advance of 
S,30 j900 rupees already made towards the ensuing in\'estnieiit. ar 


as v;e are 


now preparing to make farther very considerable advances, we have the fairest 
prospect in view of a large encrease. 

x\s to the particulars of package and tonnage, we beg leave to refer to the 
accounts of the Export Ware House Keeper inserted in the packet. 


17. You will perceive a deficiency in the Cossimbuzar iiivesiment, notwith- 
standing it still far exceeds the provision of aiiv former year. This \Ir. Senior 
ascribes to the difiicultv which the Board had in making advances of monev 
at the proper season to secure the contracts, and also to the bad qualitv of the 
latter bunds. 


We cannot however help gi\'ing it as our opinion that the deficiency arose 
in some measure either from the neglect or dishonesty of the factory s^omastahn 
who retained in his own hands part of the money he was directed to advance 
the weavers to secure their contracts and enable them to fulfill their engage- 
ments. Mr. Sykes and the other gentlemen of that subordinate are now exert- 
ing their utmost endeavours to repair the loss, whence we entertain hopes, the 
disappointment will prove inconsiderable. 

18. It is with satisfaction we observe the prospect there is your books will 
be brought up in the manner you enjoin. Those ending in April 1765 are notv 
in great forwardness and shall if possible be transmitted by the latter dispatches. 
The Subaccomptant representing to us how much it would assist the business 
of his office if printed bonds were sent out with vacant spaces for the names, 
sums and dates, to be occasionally filled up ; we enclose a form of the same 
in the packet, and request your compliance with a proposal that will certainly 
facilitate the current business. 

19. The Mint Master's accounts delivered in to the Board since the 
Admiral Steevens was dispatched bring the books of that department up to the 
first day of January 1766. We now transmit in the packet the sequel of the 
assay and mint accounts compleat for the space of fourteen months, whereby 
you will observe the great encrease of coinage and of duties arising to the 
Company, as well as the advantages resulting to the investment and to indivi- 
duals from the improvements in the dispatch and accuracy of the business. 

20. In consequence of the Mint ^Master’s memorial to die Select Committee, 
referred to the Board and transmitted by the Admiral Stenjens, we have also 
directed that the batta on sicca rupees shall continue to fail annually, in the 
usual manner, being fully persuaded by the reasons there assigned, that the 
proposal for making sicca rupees of permanent value, would prove injurious to 
the Hon'ble Company and dangerous to publick credit. 

21. So much depends on our receiving due supplies of arms, that we most 
earnestly request you will comply with the jMiiitary Store Keeper's indents 
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wMch go in this packet. We are also to beg you will pay the utmost attention 
to the quality of the ordnance and small arms sent to this Presidency, since 
almost all those lately received were so badly tempered as not to bear a single 
proof. Several of the cannon, even the brass guns, and all the mortars burst 
at the first discharge ; and we may a&m tliat the barrels and locks of the small 
arms are of the basest composition and workmanship. Wlien you reflect that 
on your attention to this circumstance depends the security of the great reve- 
nues you now enjoy, we hope w'e will stand excused for repeating our desire 
that a matter of such serious consequence may not be overlooked. 

22. The accompanying general return will demonstrate the reduced condi- 
tion of the European infantry. The supply of recruits this and the last season, 
fall greatly short of expectation on account of the mortality on board the 
Lord Anson, the tedious passages made by the other transports and the non- 
arrival of the Hector and you are equally sensible with us of the great danger 
of resting our whole dependance on seapoys and the necessity of keeping those 
troops in awe by a respectable body of Europeans. Permit us therefore to 
entreat of you, that the establishment may he compleated agreeably to the 
plan settled before Lord Clive’s departure from England. 

23. It would be unnecessary to enter upon the particulars of your exports 
last season, since you wiU find every thing fully explained in the different 
accounts transmitted from the import ware house, and also the reparation 
for deficiencies made by the commanders. 

24. Our last dispatch advised you of the amicable manner in which we 
adjusted the several articles of restitution with Mr. Law, Commissary General 
in India, for his most Christian Majesty. _ TMs gentleman hath since made 
application to the Board for four small districts contiguous to Patna, which 
formerly belonged to the French Company, and as these are certainly included 
in the meaning of the treaty and the claim properly attested, we relinquished 
them without scruple, being desirous of removing every cause of altercation 
and dispute with the European settlements in Bengal. 

25. It must, however, be observed that our endeavours somethues fail of 
producing the desired effect. The investments provided by the different nations 
ever have been and ever will remain the subject of mutual complaints and 
recrimination. The French and Dutch having both lodged repeated complaints 
that obstruction wns given to their people by your servants residing at the 
aurungs to superintend the cloths, we wrote to those gentlemen upon the subject, 
and may now venture to declare, not only upon their positive affirmation, but 
on the testimony of the gomastahs themselves, that almost all the complaints 
are frivolous and ill-founded. No interruption has ever been given nor vio- 
lence used with the weavers, further than ohhging them to comply with con- 
tracts made, before a single rupee had been advanced by either of those nations. 
In fact it appears the Dutch used their utmost influence to seduce the weavers, 
by extraordinary prices to transfer to them the very goods bespoke and paid 
for by our agents. 

26. We must likewise remark that the Dutch in particular seem to regard 
with a jealous eye our flourishing situation in Bengal, and listen with too much 
attention to every trifling matter of dispute betwixt their agents and ours ; 
ascribing to our exertion of authority, a variety of circumstances arising from 
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27. To obviate ail disputes about the article oi 
to the Dutch agents pcThap^ a larger pro|X)rtiun ilian we 
58,474 maiinds : which we hope will be considcTed as undeniable evidence of 
strict attention paid to your orders and the desire ue have to promote a cordial 
friendship. Certain it is, the two nations miglit live in the most iiiimternipted 
amitv were the example we gi^e of moderation followed by tiietii in the parts 
of India where they maintain a superior iiifiiienee. 

28. How much the conduct of the Go\eriior and Council a? Malacca 
hath deviated from that justice necessary to a good iinderstanding appear ^ 
from their violent seizure and illegal confiscation of the cargoes, to the amount 
of 68 chests of ophium, of the Cornish and Xeptunc snows, vessels which 
sailed from this port on trading voyages to the eastward. The particulars 
of this extraordmarv proceeding are explicitly set forth in the letters from 
this Presidency to the [GovernorJ General of Batavia, copies of which with the 
several relative cwidences, we now transmit. Fnmi these you will perceive that 
we could not a\oid making such remonstrances, without sacrificing the duty we 
ow'e to the national character, your interest and the trade <)f this settlement, 
to the tame inclination of remaining passive under every injury and indignity. 

29. Mr. Spencer after delivering the Government in charge to Lord Clive, 
remained here in a private station, until! the month of October, when the 
favourable season returned for his departure to Bombay, pursuant to your 
orders. Before he embarked he wrote to the Board, presenting a claim to the 
commission of 2^ per cent on the Company's first acc|iiired lands from the 
time he commenced President to his Djrdsliip's arrival : and this claim appear- 
ing to us conformable to vour instructions, we issued upon that account from 
the treasury CRs. 8933-13-8, being the sum certified by the Accountant to have 
arisen during that period. 

30. The same gentleman having likewise submitted to the Board, whether 
the usual allowance to the President of 2JHM) Rs. per mensem should not be 
continued to him ; we also directed the same should be advanced for the month 
of May only, as Mr. Spencer held the station of President a few days of that 
month ; but w’e thought ourselves not authorized to extend the allowance 
beyond that period of time. 

31. We also took this occasion to act|uamt the Presidency of Bombay, 
at Mr. Spencers desire, that we w'ouid duly comply with such drafts as the 
Mocha supra cargoes slioiikl find necessary to coiiipleat their investment in 
coffee. 

32. You are already advised of Islr, Burdett's resignation on pretence of 
ill treatment from the President, notwithstanding he long before declared his 
intention of returning to Europe in consequence of having acquired a very 

Voi. IV— 24 
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opulent fortune. The enquiry regarding the teep for 90,000 rupees which he 
received from Dulubram, to secure services which he never performed, vou 
will perceive is necessarily suspended ; by reason Mr. Burdett refuses in very 
express terms answering to the authority of this Board. 

He now^ requests a passage in the Kent, and we have complied with his 
desire, leaving you to determine from wdiat appears in the face of the Con- 
sultations. wiiether, Mr. Burdett has actually received the ill treatment he re- 
presents? Whether Doolubram hath not a just claim to restitution of his condi- 
tional obligation? And wdiether the President could in duty to his station 
a\oid taking notice of Dulubram's complaint and accusation? 

33. From the opinions delivered in Consultation of the 28th October, 
you will observe the reasons for wdiich we thought it necessary to suspend 
Mr. Leycester from the service. These reasons will further appear from the 
following resolution of that day. 

“Resolved that the Minute delivered in by Mr. Leycester on the 18th 
Instant, is a most gross and injurious Reflection upon the Honor and justice 
of our Consultations. That all the Assertions and. Insinuations therein con- 
tained, relating to the Establishment of Military Powder, in subversion of our 
Law's and Constitution, are false, scandalous and malicious ; and that a Para- 
graph expressing our Abhorrence and Detestation of the same be inserted in 
our next General Letter to the Com't of Directors.” 


To the above paragraph we shall only beg leave to add, that had 
Mr. Leycester conducted himself with any tolerable degree of moderation 
in his avow'ed opposition, and had he avoided a behaviour the most factious 
and seditious, he might at this instant be exerting in your service that vehement 
zeal which he professes to entertain for your honor and interest. 

34. A few days after Mr. Leycester’s suspension, Mr. Gray thought proper 
to resign your service for such reasons as he assigns in a remonstrance con- 
sisting of 90 pages in folio, w'hich he delivered in to the Board since the ships 
were under dispatch. WTien you have patiently perused that angry expostu- 
lation, we then appeal to your judgement whether we could in duty to our 
constituents, delay your cargoes untill we had replied to every charge dictated 
by the passion, the prejudices and the resentment of this declamatory 
memorialist? 


Examine the evidences delivered in upon oath before the Board — Reflect 
upon Mr. Gray's leaving the country before he has offered to refute or invali- 
date them, and then determine whether Mr. Gray has accumulated the 
handsome fortune he now enjoys, by the gradual advances of fair trade, the 
toil of industry and the rew'ards of services performed to his masters ; or 
rather, wLether he hath not obtained very large sums, and nearly to the 
amount of his whole fortune, by unwarrantable acts of violence, by forbidden 
and illicit presents and by the undue exertion of an authority always injurious 
to your interest, because it is destructive of the tranquillity and happiness 
of this country? 

AVe arc further to remark, that notwithstanding the whole proceedings of 
the Board relative to the enquiry, have been delivered near a month ago to 
Mr. Gray, he has yet made no reply ; whence we are prevented from coming 
to any resolution ; and as the proceedings have swelled to an enormous bulk. 
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35. 


Some montlis since Mr. Senior desired our p>ermis“iori to rciiirri to the 
Presidency with a view of preparing for his intended voyage to Europe : upon 
which we appointed Mr. Sykes to bis station at Cossimbiizar. During hi? 
residence here Mr. Senior attended the business of the Board, and now 
the service, taking his passage on the GrenviHt’ ; as do likewise Messrs Leycesier 
and Grav. 

36. Those testimonies which their faitlifull se^vk■e^ merited, we chcar- 
fully bestow’ed on the Captains Swinton and Stables, who have desired leave 
to resign. The former of those gentlemen goes passenger in a French ship, 
the latter takes his passage in the Grenville. We are also to acquaint voii 
that the Captains hkLean, Scotland, Brown, Whvte, Hudson and Lieutenant 
Rowe have been permitted to resign, and propose returning bv the next oopor- 
tunity that offers of a passage to England. 


37. As we imagine it would conduce to the benefit of \M)ur affairs to 
admit gentlemen into the service, who by long residence in Bengal have 
acquired a knowledge of the country, we beg leave to recommend hlr. Grant 
to such station or employment on vour civil establishment, as you mav judge 
the most suitable to his advanced vears, his confessed experience and his 
long services in a military capacity. 

38. Captain Henry Wedderburn determining to return to Europe, wc 
think it incumbent on us to recommend him to your particular regard, in 
consideration of the verv essential services he has done the Company ; more 
especialiv in course of the late war with Goss ini Al\ and Sujah Dowia, during 
wTich he had the direction of the several expeditions bv water, all of which 
he conducted with great courage and ability. We likewise take this oppor- 
tunitv of requesting a station on your civil establishment to Mr. Charles 
AVedderburn, nephew* to the above gentleman. He was for some time employ- 
ed in the Secretary k office, and is now recommended to us as well qualified 
for vour service. 


39. When the last ship was dispatched, the muitipikity of affairs in hand, 
would not permit us to come to any resolution respecting the charge of neglect 
brought against Mr. Lacam, Muster blaster on the new works. We have since 
enquired very particularlv into that gentiemaii s conduct and character, both 
of which are so unexceptionable, that w'e cannot in justice to him avoid 
repeating what has been often recommended, that you will promote him on 
vour civil establishment, in rew*ard of the sobriety, diligence and integrity 
he hath shewm during the course of four years spent in your service. 

41). The WTiters mentioned in your appointment for the present year are 
ail arrived except Mr. Purling, who obtained your permission to go round 
bv the way of China. They are placed in the different offices and many of 
them conveniently lodged in the barracks of the New Fort, whereby they are 
eased from the burthen of a heavy rent charge at a time when the growing 
number of inhabitants hath raised that article to a most unreasonable and 
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exorbitant expcncc. \\ c must likewise obscr\c tliut \oui ciicitcised influence 
and revenues in this country hath so wddely extended the natuie of business, 
that w'C find it absolutely necessary the numbei of junioi ser\ants foi this 
establishment should be considerably enlarged. 

41. From the Consultations it appears that a gieat \aiicty of pioniotioiis 
were made in consec|uencc of the resignations and also of your orders for a 
new' arrangement of the military establishment. In granting commissions, we 
paid all possible regard to the character and capacity of the several gentlemen 
promoted, most of whom have been vciy paiticularly iccommcnded as men 
of merit, or had distinguished themselves in the station of volunteers. In a 
word it is our desire that the officers should be entirely composed of persons 
of education, of honor and of ability. 


42. At the rc<|uest of the Presideiicv'" of Bombay, wc sent back the 
sepoys and iopass^s of that detachment * but detained the European soldieis 
on account of the great deficiency in the number proposed to be maintained 
at this Presidency. ^ In the Solebay w^ent 117 sepoys, for wfliom wc advanced 
to the commander of the ship at W rate of two Arcot rupees per diem for 
three men, and tw^o rupees each to the surgeon. The lopasses were sent round 
in the Asia^ we making die usual allowance of ^/z rupee each day to Captain 
Ing-lis. 

O ^ 


43. Captain Martin, the Chief Engineer, encloses in the packet the usual 
report of the progress made in the new' works, which have already incurred 
an expcncc far beyond expectation, and more than adequate w^e fear to their 
utility. 


Upon receipt of your orders we relinquished all thoughts of erecting forti- 
fications at Chittagong, and confined our yiew's solely to the constructing a 
factory for the convenience of your servants and investment. We have lately 
received a letter from the Chief and Council wherein they offer it as their 
opinion, that w'are houses wdll be quite sufficient, widi respect to wiiich w'e 
have vet come to no final resolution. 


44. Taking into consideration the expediency of erecting cantonments 
and establishing headquarters at Patna, Mon[g]heer and Cossimbuzar, for the 
greater security of the provinces and facility of sending off detachments to 
assist in the collections, or suppress such tumults as may arise in different 
parts of the country, we referred the same to the judgement of the field officers. 
Their sentiments appear in the Consultations ; and wc have accordingly 
directed Captain Martin to proceed forthwith to Cossimbuzar to superintend 
the w^orks intended in that neighbourhood, which we expect to conipleat at the 
expence of or three laaks of rupees, at the highest estimation. Those at 
Patna w'e compute will amount to nearly the same expence, but at Monglieer 
little more than repairs and a few additions will be necessary. 

45. The very incommodious situation of the Chief and Council at Patna 
since the demolition of the factory bv Cossim Aly, determined us to coiiN crt 

J j J 

the hdla into a factory house for the greater security of your investment, 
as well as convenience of your servants. The Nabob has now removed from 
thence with his family and we expect the Chief will take possession in a few 
days. But here we think it necessary to remark that we never proposed to 
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incur the expence of building regular fortificaiions, but onlv to render the 
place defensible against slight and sudden attachs. 

46. The Master Attendant having represented to us the great incon- 
venience of sending the Company's vessells namd to Bombav lo be repaired, 
and the advantages which would accrue to the Companv and the publick 
from culling a ship and making wavs for hea\mg small vessells abcj\e high 
water mark, we thought the proposal so usefuil that the Chief Engineer was 
directed to survey the spot of ground recommended for this purpose. His 
report to the Board is, that k can be attended with no detriment cither to 
the old fort or the new works ; and we have accordingly directed the plan 
to be executed with all possible dispatch. 

47. Upon the Zemindar's representation, we ha\e also advanced to the 
amount of 6,IMI0 rupees towards the building a cuicherrv, under direction of 
Mr. Fortnoni, the Civil Architect. 

4S. We communicated to Mr. Chammier his appointment lo the direction 
of the raw silk investment, for which he requests vour acceptance of his grateful 
thanks, but applies to the Board that he mav be indulged with an allowance 
of two months to compleai a scheme in which he is engaged at a considerable 
expencc. 

49. Wc are further to acquaint you, that upon the Select Committee’s 
recommendation, w^e thought it ad\isabie to recall the member of the Board 
Resident at Midnapore, and to appoint Mr. John Graham to transact the 
business of that province, under direction of Mr. Verelst, nominated Supra visor 
of the Revenues bv the Committee, and approved bv the Council. 

50. Before we close this address, wc think it necessary to inform vou. 

m m 

that private letters to this Presidency bring advice of the Argo frigate's arrival 
at ^Malacca, after sustaining a violent gale of wind in which she carried away 
her main and mizen masts. The same letters further acquaint us, that 
Capt. Biron arrived safe at Batavia, having made his passage round Cape 
Horne. 

51*. We must also beg leave to recommend to vour encouragement and 
protection Gerard Gusiavus Du CareP a voung gentleman w’ho had in- 
advertentlv signed the remonstrance from the junior servants, but on recollec- 
tion thought proper to request his name might be erased from just sense of 
the impropriety of his presuming to pass judgment on the measures of those 
who are entrusted bv you with the administrarion. 


Fort William, 

29th January 1766. 
[Original per Grenville 
Duplicate per Xewt] 


We are with the greatest respect 
Honble Sirs, 

Your faiihfull humble servants, 
Clive / Will. Brightweii Sumner ^ John 
Carnac / Harry Verelst / Francis Sykes / 

Hugh Watts. 


* This paragraph is missing from ihe other copv. 
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Register of bills of exchange per ship Grenville @ 2s. /4d. and 365 days 


To whom granted £ sterg-s-d To whom payable CRsAs.Pe, 

jolin White 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

William Ciiitterbiick . . 500- 0- 0 John Maggot 4285-11- 6 

John Robinson .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

George Scott 500- 0- 0 Robt. Bogle and Wm. Scott 4285-11-6 

Geo. Scott Acet. Jas. Nicol 300- 0- 0 James Nicol 2571- 7- 0 

Barthow. Plaisted .... 200- 0- 0 Thomas Burnet . . . 1714- 4- 6 

John Noliekins .... 500- 0- 0 James Forster .... 4285-11- 6 

Thomas Lewis .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

John Adams .... 50-0-0 Eleanor Adams .... 428- 9- 0 

Thomas Woodward . . 500- 0- 0 Marmaduke Williams and 

the Revd. Mr. Jno. 

Woodward 4285-11- 6 

James Rees 500- 0- 0 Charles Dingley . • . . . 4285-1 1- 6 

Reynold Thomas .... 500- 0- 0 John hlaggot 4285-11- 6 

Anthony Polier .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

John Fortnom .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

Pitt Lethieullier .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

Peter Gallopine .... 500- 0- 0 Daniel Gallopine . . . 4285-11- 6 

Charles Blomer .... 500- 0- 0 William Ferguson and 


Susanna Perreau . . . 4285-11- 6 
Wm. Rrightwell Summer . 1000- 0- 0 The Revd. Mr. Robt. Sum- 

ner Culling Smith and 
Whn. Birch 8571- 7- 0 


Hugh Bailie 5U0- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

Richard Weills .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4285-11- 6 

Robt. Burrel Acet. Archi- 


bald Keir 500- 0- 0 Gilbert Bertram .... 4285-11- 6 

Do. Acet. Andrew Wil- 
liams 151-4-0 George Dunbar .... 1296- 0- 0 

William Richardson . . 500- 0- 0 Charles Dingley .... 4285-11- 6 

Jacob Rider Acet. Wm. 

Walker 60-0-0 William Walker .... 514-4-6 


Robert Todd ..... 250- 0- 0 Himself 2142-13- 9 

Robert Todd ..... 250- 0- 0 Himself 2142-13-9 

W. B. Sumner in full for 


coral imported per ship George Wilson Accot. 

Kent 17^ 1308- 8- 0 George Thompson . . 11214-13- 9 

Russell Skinner Accot. 

Sarah Mapletoft . . . 200- 0- 0 John Zephaniah Holwell . 1714- 4- 6 ■ 

Do. Accot. hlarv Bodley . 186- 4- 0 Marv Bodlev 1596- 0- 0 

Do. Accot. Estate James 

Humphrys 295- 0- 0 Thomas Tydd 2528- 9- 0 

Do. Accot. Wm. Smith . 145- 0- 0 John Freake 1242-13- 6 

Do. Accot. Mary Rowland 500- 0- 0 Mary Rowland .... 4285-11-6 

Do. Accot. Thos. Rumbold 500- 0- 0 Messrs hJettleton and 

Becher ,,,,,, 4285-11- 6 

L 
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To ZL’hom granted £ sterg-s-d 


Do. Accot. !Mary Bradlev 

40- 6- 

6 

Do. Accot. John Cox . , 

372-19- 

9 

Do. i\ccot. Isaac Sage . . 

5h!V fu 

fl 

Do. Accot. Estate Sami. 



Ho wet 

0- 

0 

Do. Accot. Benjn. Wild- 



in^ 

280- 0- 

0 

Thos. Forbes Junr. . . . 

SlKI- 0- 

II 

Thos. Cooke ..... 

371- 9- 

8 

Do. ....... 

120- fl- 

0 

James Scotland .... 

5(Kl- fi- 

0 

David hlcKeozic . . . 

390- (1- 

fl 

Ditto ...... 

200- 0- 

0 

William Majcndie . . . 

5rHi- fl- 

0 

John Taylor 

500- 0- 

0 

Elizth. Holbert .... 

500- 0- 

0 

Right HonTle Lord Clive 

201X)- 0- 

0 

General Carnac .... 

1000- fl- 

0 

Thos. Woodward Accot. 



Jno. Reed 

250- 0- 

0 

The Hon’ble Chas. Stuart 

256-11- 

i 

Do. 

178-10- 

1 

Cudbert Thornill .... 

500- 0- 

0 

John Browne 

350- 0- 

0 

Robt, Hunter 

500- 0- 

0 

Major Hector Munro . . 

1000- 0- 

C) 

Wm. Bolts x\ccot. Elizth. 



Fenwdeke 

\m- 0- 

0 

Jas. Lawreli x-kccot. Thos. 



McDonald 

500- 0- 

fl 

Benjn. Randal! Acet. Geo. 



Thomas ...... 

100- 0- 

■ fl 

Do. Acet. Will. Hessman . 

375- 0- 

■ 0 

Anthonv Roots .... 

500 - 0 - 

- 0 

John Knott 

500- 0- 

. 0 

Harry Verelst 

1000 - 0 

- 0 

Walter Wilkins .... 

500 - 0 - 

- 0 

Henry Plowman .... 

500 - 0 

- 0 

Sir Robt. Fletcher , . . 

50il- 0 

- 0 

Thomas Motte .... 

500- 0 

- 0 

John Cartiar ..... 

280 - 0 

- 0 

James Tvloiffat 

214-12 

- 0 

Chas. Stafford Plavdell . 

1000 - 0 

- 


To z^hon: CRs.As,Pe, 

i 

Marv Bradley . . . . . 


John Cox ...... 

3196-12- 6 

John Sage ...... 

42^5-11- 6 

Mrs. Elizth. Gosling and 


Ann Susanna, Sarah and 


Maria Howet .... 

4 "*'> - f 

Benjamin Wilding . , . 

241 H i- H- i 

Thos. Forbes Senr. . . . 

4285- i 1- 6 

Himself ....... 

31S4- 2- (5 

Himself ....... 

iff 28- 9- 0 

Himself . 

4285- i I- 6 

Henry Davidson .... 

2571- 6- 9 

Himself ....... 

17 !4- 4- 6 

Revd. Mr. Majendie . . 

4285-ii- 6 

Messrs Beecher & 


Xettleton ..... 

4285-11- 6 

Herself ....... 

4285-11- 6 

Himself . ' 

17142-14- 0 

Jno. Walsh and Geo. Clive 

8571- 7- II 

Leonard Ellington . . . 

2142-13- 9 

Himself 

2199- 4- II 

X3o. ....... 

1550- 1- 0 

John Mackmath .... 

4285-11- 6 

Sir William blayne . . , 

3fH'Ml- 0- 0 

Himself 

4285-11- 6 

Himself 

8571- 7- fl 

Mrs. Elizth. Femvickc . . 

857- 2- 3 

Thomas McDonald . . . 

4285-11- 6 

hlaria Thomas .... 

857- 2- 3 

William Hessman . . . 

3214- 4- 6 

Himself ....... 

4285-11- 6 

Himself 

4285-11- 6 

Himself 

8571- 7- P 

Messrs Neitleton and 


Beecher 

4285-11- 6 

Himself 

4285-11- 6 

Jno. and Jas. Webster . . 

4285-11- 6 

Miss Elizth. Motte . . . 

4285-11- 6 

Stephen Law . . . , . 

2400- 0- 0 

Andrew^ hloffat . . . . 

1839- 4- 6 

J, Z. Holwell and Wm. 


Bircli 

8571- 7- 0 
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To zehoiu granted £sterg-s-d 

Messrs V ansittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for one chest of coral 
beads marked IX No. 5 
i m ported per ship 
Ciieniarzon 1764 . . . 455-19- 5 

Messrs Johnstone and 
Petrie Attos. to John 

Johnstone 1000- 0- 0 

James Lister 500- 0- 0 

Russel! Skinner account 
Geo. Williamson . . . 500- 0- 0 

Messrs Yansittart and 
Piowmaii in full return 
for je wells imported per 
ship Hazzke in 1761 . . 400- 7-11 

Francis Scott 479- 5- 6 

William Bolts .... 500- 0- 0 


Ralph Leycester Accot. 


Francis Charlton . . . 

500- 

0- 

0 

Pitz Owen Jones .... 

500- 

0- 

0 

Richard Barwell .... 

500- 

0- 

0 

Do. ill full return for coral 




beads imported per ship 




Lord Anson in 1761 . . 

3525- 

0- 

0 

Giles Stibbert 

500- 

0- 

0 

Arthur Ahmutv .... 

5i)0- 

0- 

0 

Joseph Jekyll 

400- 

0- 

0 

Do. 

100- 

0- 

0 

J. Z. Kiernander . . . 

500- 

0- 

0 

Gideon Johnstone . . . 

500- 

0- 

0 

Samuel Middleton . . . 

500- 

0- 

0 

Do. 

500- 

0- 

0 

Simeon Droz 

126- 

0- 

0 

Do. Acet. James Watts . 

200- 

0- 

0 

Menzies Bailie .... 

300- 

0- 

0 

Alexander Cambell . . 

500- 

0- 

0 

Harry Palmer 

200- 

0- 

0 

John Hutchinson . . . 

50- 

0- 

0 

Claude De la Porte . , . 

130- 

0- 

0 

John Holme 

103- 

12- 

0 

Do. ....... 

187- 

7- 

11 

John Bathoe 

420- 

0- 

0 

Mathew Allen Junr. . , 

49 - 

18- 

8 

William Lambert . , . 

500- 

0- 

0 


To whom payable CRs.As.Pe. 


Judah Supino 

3908- 5- 


Samuel Hannay Sami. 



Swunton and Jno. Grant 

8571- 7- 

0 

Himself 

4285-11- 

6 

Mrs. Alice Forster and 



hlaximilian Western 

4285-11- 

6 


Messrs Gumpertz and 


Havman 3431-15- 3 

John Adams 4108-1-0 

John Misenor .... 4285-11- 6 

William Barwell .... 4285-11- 6 

Samuel Rush 4285-11- 6 

Himself 4285-11- 6 

William Barwell .... 30214- 4- 6 

Himself 4285-11-6 

Himself 4285-11- 6 

Himself 3428- 9- 0 

Math. Walker and Jno. 

Walker 857- 2- 3 

Lewis Brown 4285-11- 6 

Jno. Johnstone & Sami. 

Swinton 4285-11- 6 

Henry Hastings .... 4285-11- 6 

Anne Lane 4285-11- 6 

Charles Boileau .... 1080- 0- 0 

John Watts 1714-4-6 

Himself ....... 2571- 6- 9 

Thos. Rous 4285-11- 6 

James Shaw 1714-4-6 

Benjamin Randall . . . 428- 9- 0 

Mrs. Ferrand 1114-4-6 

Thos. Holme 888- 0- 0 

Himself ....... 1606- 3- 9 

Himself 3600- 0- 0 

Mathew Allen Senr. . . 428- 0- 0 

James Hallet ... , 4285-11- 6 
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To whom granted 


£ sterg-s~d 


John Fortnom . . . . 

Messrs Vansittarr and 
Plowman in full return 
for 1 chest of coral beads 
ME 
F 


marked 


No. 


im- 


ported per ship Lord 
Clive 1763 


Messrs Vaiisittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for I chest of coral beads 
marked ME No. I im- 
ported per ship Ear! of 
Ashbuniham in the year 
1762 . 


Messrs Vansitiart and 
Plowman in full return 
for I chest of coral heads 
marked DS No. 2 im- 
ported per Earl of 
xishhurnham 1762 . . 


30- 0- 0 


128- fi- II 


110-15-11 


160-16- 9 


Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for 1 chest of coral beads 
marked fsymboll No. 34 
imported per ship 
Caernarvon 17^ . . . 488- 9- 9 


Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for tvro chests coral 
beads marked AB No. 23 
& 24 imported per ship 
Lord Clive 1763 . . . 1784-16- 3 

Messrs Vansittart Plow- 
man in full return for 
one chest of coral beads 
mark’d [symbol] No. 4 
per ship Plassey in 1763 . 881- 6-5 

Russell Skinner .... 500- 0- 0 

Bryan Scotney 500- 0- 0 

Robert Sanderson . . . 500- 0- 0 

Hugh Watts ..... 1000- 0- 0 


Jas. Amyatt Accot, John .) ^ ^ 

Orfeiis Yates , . . .f 

John Holme , , , . , 187-10- 0 


To whfjin pax d Me 

Himself . . . . 


C4R5.As.Pe. 










Hananid Mendez da Costa 1098-1 5 


Hananiel Mendez da Casta 949- hi- 9 


Abraham Lew Sonsiiio . 1378- 9- 9 


Judah Siipino 4184- 6- 9 


George Challoner .... 15298- 6- 3 


Jacob Moscli and Raphael 
Franco 7554- 3- 9 

Joseph Skinner .... 4285-11- 6 

Himself 4285-11- 6 

Himself ....... 4285-11-6 

Jas. Farquh arson and 
Thos. Watts ..... 8571- 7- 0 

Geo. Clive Yng. Burgess 

and James zAmvati . . 4285-11- 6 

Thos. Holme , . , , . 1607- 2- 0 
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To zi'honi granted 

o 


£ sterg-s-d 


To whom payable 


Page Keble Accot. Robt. ."i q 

Campbell J 


Pa^e Keble 

500- 0- 0 

Do. Accot. John Da\idsoii 

500- 0- 0 

Ralph Winwood .... 

500- 0- 0 

Thos. Pearson 

500- 0- 0 

William Hutchinson . . 

100- 0- 0 

Randolph Marriott Junr. . 

1000- 0- 0 

Francis Robertson . . . 

200- 0- 0 

Francis Hare ..... 

500- 0- 0 

Patrick Duff 

100- 0- 0 

Henry Grant 

500- 0- 0 

John Cummings .... 

500- 0- 0 

William IMacPherson . . 

500- 0- 0 

James Ellis 

500- 0- 0 

Thos. Anderson .... 

500- 0- 0 

James Campbell .... 

Alexander Champion . . 

Hugh Grant 

Harry Verelst Accot. 

* 

500- 0- 0 
500- 0- 0 
500- 0- 0 

• 50-12- 8 

Elizth. iVlassey . . . . j 

Do. xA^ccot. Mrs. Elizth. 


Beard 

Archibald Swinton Accot. 

361-11- 9 

the estate of John 
Downies 

500- 0- 0 

George Vansittart . . . 
Philip IVIilner Dacres 

Russell Skinner Accot. 

500- 0- 0 
220- 0- 0 

• 500- 0- 0 

Thos. Tvdd 

J 1 

John Wood 

500- 0- 0 

Ralph Leycester Accot. 
Francis Russell .... 

^ 395- 0- 0 

Do. Accot. John Cartier . 

720- 0- 0 

Edw ard Ward 

500- 0- 0 

John Petrie 

Jas. LawTell xAccot. John 

500- 0- 0 

Graham 

105- 0- 0 

Randolph Jvlarriott Senr. . 

252- 0- 0 

Do. 

100- 0- 0 

Gilbert Ironside . . . , 

30- 0- 0 

James Logan 

500- 0- 0 

Edward Stephenson . . 

500- 0- 0 

James Winsley , . , . 

150- 0- 0 


Robert Campbell . . . 

Himself 

Messrs Beeclier and 
Nettleton 

Himself 

Himself 

John Misenor .... 
The Revd. Dr. Randolph 

Marriott 

John Bigger .... 
Lady Fleming .... 

John Duff 

Himself 

John Mackenzie . . . 
William Ferguson . . 

Himself 

Jno. Walsh and Geo 
Clive 

Do. . . . Do 

John Edison 

Alexander Grant . . . , 
Richd. Beecher Accot 
Elizth. Massey . . . . 

Elizabeth Beard . . . 


Archibald Swinton . . . 

Himself 

Thomas Stone Street . 

Thomas Tvdd .... 

Himself 

Willm. Russell and Luke 

Scrafton 

Stephen Law .... 

Himself ...... 

Himself 

William Shewen . . . 

William Browne . . . 
Mary Marriott . . . 

Himself 

Robert Hepburn . . 

George Browne . . 
Himself 


CRs.As.Pe. 

4285- i I- 6 
4285-11- 6 

4285-11- 6 

4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
857- 2- 3 

8571- 7- 0 
1714- 4- 6 
4285-11- 6 
857- 2- 3 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11-6 

4285-11- 6 

4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 

434- 8- 3 

3099- 5- 3 


4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
1885-11- 6 

4285-11- 6 

4285-11- 6 

3385-11- 6 
6171- 6- 9 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 

900- 0- 0 

2160- 0- 0 
857- 2- 
257- 2- 
4285-11- 6 
4285-11- 6 
1285-U- 6 


eo CD 
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To whom granted 

£ sier^-s-d 

To whom payable 


Do. 

Francis Sykes 

150- 0- 0 

1000- 0- 0 

Himself ....... 

Robt. Netdeion, Richd. 
Beecher and Ciillins: 
Smith ....... 

1255-11- 6 

5571- 7- 0 

Harrv Verelst 

Do. in full return for 
one chest of coral beads 
imported per ship 

501) _ 0- 0 

Geor 2 :e Grav Sent. . . . 

c * 

Hananiel Mendez da 

42S5-I1- 6 

Grenville 

427- 2- 6 

Costa ....... 

Lj 

1 

1 


25 

LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1766 

Advantages of acquisition of Diwani — highlx satisfactorv condition of the 
revenues — urge restriction on export of specie — reduction in inilitarx expenses — 
regulation of inland trade — increase in rent from Calcutta lands — embezzle- 
ment of Midnapore revenues — observations on Johnstone's defence — sub- 
versive activities of Leycester and Gray — insubordinate conduct of junior 
servants on strengthening the Board veiih civilians from Madras — suspension 
of Majendie — negotiations with the Maraihas for cession of the northern pari 
of Orissa for a stipulated annua! revenue. 

nn 

X O the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the HoB'ble United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. \Vc have now the honor to transmit the sequel of those proceedings 
of the Select Committee which were dispatched the 30th September by the 
Admiral Stevens and also a duplicate of our letter of that date. 

2. The conjectures we then formed with respect to the svstein which the 
Committee found it necessary, have in the event corresponded to our warmest 
expectations, and it is with extreme satisfaction w^e can assure you that a happy 
prospect is daily opening to our view of security and opulence to the Company. 
Money flowing into your treasury, contentment expressed bv the country 
government and peace deffusing her blessings throughout every district of the 
Nabob’s dominions, are to us the most pleasing testimonies of the rectitude 
of the measures we pursued when the late grants were obtained. The more 
we reflect on the situation of your affairs the stronger appear the reasons for 
accepting the dewanee of these provinces by which alone we could establish 
a power sufiicient to perpetuate the possessions we hold and the influence w’e 
enjoy. WTiile the Nabob acted in quality of collector for the Mogul the 
means of supporting our military establishment depended upon his pleasure. 
In the most critical situations w'hile we stood balancing on the extreme border 
of destruction, his stipulated payments tvere slow and deficient. The revenues 
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were often withheld by dis 3 .ffected mjshs and turbulent zeminds-rs, who des- 
pised the weakness of his government ; or they were squandered in profusion 
or dissipated in corruption the never failing symptoms of a declining constitu- 
tion and feeble administration: whence we w'ere frequently disappointed of 
those supplies, upon the punctual receipt of which depended the very existence 
of the Company in Bengal. 

We cannot indeed look back without horror upon that desperate crisis 
to which your affairs were reduced when a mutinous spirit prevailed among 
vour Troops, when dissentions distracted your consultations, and a pow^erful 
enemy was invading the provinces, to seize and desolate your possessions and 
probably to extirpate vour servants. To us it evidently appears there remained 
but the ^alternative to 'advance as w'e have done and grasp at the whole power 
or to shrink back into our primitive condition of simple merchants, to abandon 
our possessions, disband our forces, and rest our future hopes on the clemency 
of princes who will not easily forget or forgive the superiority we have so long 
maintained. In a word this last measure was in itself impracticable, for we 
must observe although with much regret, that the misconduct of individu^s, 
hath rendered the English name so odious, that we arc no longer secure than 
while our hands are armed for the defence of our lives and property. 

3. The several statements that go numbers in our packet shew clearly the 
amount of revenues to be collected this year into the treasury exclusive of those 
issuing from the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, the 
Calcutta lands and all vour former possessions. At present they stand encum- 
bered with a variety of superfluous charges which we hope to reduce when 
we come to adjust the collections of the ensuing year. But wc thought it 
adviseable to avoid introducing innovations which might create disgust and 
dissatisfaction at so early a period of our Government. The net balance 
amounting to 212 laaks of sicca rupees 8,226,000 pounds sterling will be the 
more readily paid, that the ministers and officers of the Government can have 
nothing to plead in excuse for deficiencies, and we have reason to believe it 
will not fall greatly short of the- stated amount. This balance is abundantly 
sufficient to supply your China trade, provide for our own investment and 
defray all the expences of your civil and military establishments. Whatever 
surplus mav remain in the treasury after the stipends to the King and Nabob 
are discharged and all other more immediate demands are answered ; this, to- 
gether with the revenues of Burdwan &c., shall then be applied to relieve the 
wants of the other Presidencies, to pay off your bonds and to such other pur- 
poses as may appear to us most conducive to your interest. 

4. IMr. Sykes, who was some time since appointed Resident at the Durbai 
and supra visor of the collections, hath now taken charge of the factory at 
Cossimbuzar, upon Mr. Senior’s application for leave to return to Europe. The 
great diligence he has exerted in settling the revenues and forming the state- 
ments, as well as attention to the other several objects of administration, afford 
us the utmost reason to be highly satisfied with his conduct. He is daily 
making remittances the first fruits of the collections, to the treasury: whereby 
we are already enabled to set apart a supply of 24 laaks for your China invest- 
ment, twelve of which are now under dispatch for Canton, the remainder will 
be sent in the month of February to Madras to be forwarded from thence to 
China bv the earliest convevance. When the collections of the year are closed, 
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iiiCFit and to ut>e every possible endeavour to reco\'eT ilieni, 
the most flattering hope, that from these arrears wiil arise a fund siifficierit 
to discharge all the public demands on the late Nabob, ft^r which vuur lionur 
may stand any way engaged. 

5. Notwithstanding all these immense rcweiiiies of which tiie C‘»niriaiiv 
is actually possessed, we must earnestly request vuur serious attention to the 
coiiset|iicnces of our impoverishing the couiitrv bv such considerable annual 
export of treasure to China. We must also recommend that vcju dew ise s^.tnie 
method of enabling your servants and the inhabitants of the settlement tf-? 
remit their own fortunes and the effects of deceased persons in their hand'*, 
by some other channel than that of bills on France and Holland. Ycm are 
now in a situation which will never require vour receiving private effects into 
the treasury to be able to complete your own investment. Your collections are 
adequate to every purpose and demand that we can foresee. The Governor 
and Council could not therefore with any propriety subject you to the iii- 
conveiiieiice of answering bills to the amoimt of forty or fifty laaks merely 
for the benefit of vour servants, and suffer vour own money to lie dead and 
unappropriated in the treasury. Indeed we were particularly cautious (jf draw- 
ing largely for this year, in order that you might be able to discharge vour 
more immediate and pressing engagements at home : vet should the necessity 
continue of remitting private property by foreign funds, the French and Dutch 
will not only be enabled thereby to provide earlv and valuable investments, 
but the provinces will also be deprived of a very considerable addition to the 
current species, which those nations will otherwise be obliged to import every 
year in ready money. To obviate as far as possible anv immediate bad effects 
to the public from the above causes, the President has now under considera- 
tion a proposal to prevent the exportation of treasure from occasioning a 
scarcity of money for some years at least : yet as this proposal rather tends to 
palliate than effectually to remedy the evil, it is from vour instructions onlv 
that we arc to expect a radical cure. 


6- The opportunity which the restoration of peace affords for carrying 
into execution vour orders relative to the batta allowed to military officcTS, 

j « 

will greatly contribute to the increase of your surplus fund. Those orders 
although reasonable and necessary could not, however, be conveniently enforced 
before public tranquility and military discipline and subordination were firmly 
established. It was also requisite before we entered upon a reduction of their 
pay to devise the means of their living cheaper and of supplying tliem with 
liquors and other stores at a more moderate price than these articles had 
usually been furnished. We must likewise observe that regimenting the troops 
hath not onlv conduced to the reformation w'e proposed, but also facilitated 
the reduction of expence you enjoin. A soldier who knows and performs his 
duty will neither expect nor require the superfluities and luxuries of life. 

Accordingly wc have ordained that on the first day of the present month 
the batta should be struck off^ from the troops in general, excepting the brigade 
stationed in Shuja Dowiahs dominions who, on account of the high price 
of provisions and the difficulty of procuring stores, will be allowed double 
batta in the field and half double batta in cantonments and in garrison until 
they are recalled to the provinces. For the same reasons half batta is continued 
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to the tioops quartered at Patna and IMongheer but the rest of the army we 
mean the detachments at subordinates and other places, that are not engaged 
in actual service, are reduced precisely on a footing with the Company's forces 
upon the Coast ; even those stationed at IMongheer and Patna receive the same 
exact batta as your troops at Trichinopoly. From such regulations and also 
from the check given to the many shameful abuses committed in musters, 
returns, hospital bills, boats and other articles, we may affirm with confidence, 
that the charges of your whole establishment, civil and military, including 
your fortifications, will fall short of the amount expended during the course 
of the late w^ar, on your army alone: and yet it is proposed if you supply us 
duly with recruits, to maintain the complete establishment projected by Lord 
Clive and the most formidable army that ever took the field in Bengal. From 
wffiat causes your military expences swelled to such immeasureable bounds 
requires no explanation. Certain it is, they far exceeded the liberal supplies 
so liberally voted by the British Parliament for an army of auxiliaries em- 
ployed to oppose the combined forces of the most powerful princes in 
Christendom. 

7. To these schemes of economy permit us to add the late resolution 
of this Committee regarding the new works erected for the security of your 
servants and property. These works have for several years past been a perpe- 
tual drain for treasures w^hich might have been more usefully applied, yet 
should WQ ever meet with the misfortune of being driven off the field and 
cooped up within the w’alls of this fort, your affairs may then be considered 
as desperate and irrecoverable. It is therefore the unanimous opinion of this 
Committee confirmed by the sentiments of the Chief Engineer, that we ought 
to regard the new w^orks as a temporary security only, for which purpose the 
ditch ramparts, bastions and ravelin aheady finished, are sufficient to withstand 
the greatest force which the powers of this country are ever likely to assemble. 
Captain Martin further delivers it as his opinion that enlarging the fortifica- 
tions conformably to the plan of the intended outworks would add nothing 
to the strength of the place unless we could at the same time maintain a garrison 
proportioned to their extent. We resolved therefore not to proceed on the 
plan beyond what is now completed : but to use all possible means to check 
the encroachments of the River which hath advanced within a few yards 
of the covered way, and threatens to sweep away one entire side of the fort. 
We will also make all the dispatch we are able in completing the barracks 
some of w'hich we have converted into very commodious appartments for the 
writers lately arrived, and are convinced it would be much for the benefit of 
the service if all the young servants and the public offices were collected within 
so narrow a compass as might subject them to closer inspection than is possible 
in their present situation. 

8. Mahomed Reza Cawn and the ministers we associated wdth him to 
conduct the business of the country government proceed with alacrity and 
unanimity under the direction of IMr. Sykes the Resident. They as well as 
the people in general express great satisfaction at the orders we lately issued 
and enforced for recalling to the Presidency all free merchants and other 
Europeans who are not in your covenanted service, many of whom had by 
interfering with public affairs, by acts of oppression and violence and by 
assuming and exerting a judicial authority, totally perverted the ordinary 
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lii^'hcr without exaction or oppression. It evidently appears to us that consi- 
derable frauds were formerly committed in these collections with a view of 
correcting; which, we have determined that the leases granted to the present 
farmers should expire on the 1st day of ISlovember next. By that time we 
hope to find leisure to ascertain their \alue and nioie exactly , at least we shall 
then silence the clamour of the inhabitants against what they deem a mono- 
poly, by universally diffusing and extending the benefits arising from the 
]X)ssession of lands,^ among the most substantial and reputable banyans and 
black merchants living under your protection. 

13. Most earnestlv do we wish that such shameful embezzlement of the 
public iiionevwvere confined to those lands situated more immediately under 
the eves of the Governor and Council since nothing besides the greatest in- 
attention and misconduct could then prevent the detection of abuses. But 
should a general depravity of manners prevail and your servants acting in the 
highest stations be restrained neither by motives of conscience nor by principles 
of honor, the discovery of frauds at places remote from the Presidency will then 
become more difficult and merely accidental. This evidently appears from 
the state of the Midnapore revenues which for tliree years past have yielded 
2,52.000 rupees more than w’cre ever placed, as they ought to the Company's 
credit. Our recalling the factory and appointing Mr. Verelst, Supravisor,-' and 
Mr. Graham, Resident at Midnapore, under his direction brought this un- 
warrantable transaction (to) light wdiich might otherwise have lam in pro- 
found obscurity until chance had produced a Resident wdrose sense of honour 
and feelings of conscience were stronger than the impulses of private mtercst. 
For your further information we beg leave to refer you to Mr. VerelsPs letter 
and the statement of those revenues, inserted in the accompanying list of 
packet. Yet fortunate to the Company as this discovery will certainly be consi- 
dered, w'e must confess, it occasions great embarrassment to our proceedings 
unless W'e w'ould deviate on the one hand or the other from that duty which 
we owe to our constituents. It was firmlv our intention to avoid further retros- 
pection of the conduct of an administration so notoriously corrupt and meanly 
venal, throughout every department ; in hopes the examples already made would 
sufficiently deter others and work a reformation. It was the correction of 
abuses and not the punishment of misconduct that w'e proposed : although w'c 
endeavoured to avoid exposing ourselves either to the censure of partiality or 
the heavier charge of unfaithfulness to our employers. 


In this as in many other instances we considered that a scrutiny into the 
particulars of the embezzlement would be unprofitable to you while it 
would at the same time occasion great obstruction to our consultations and 
might end in the necessity of diminishing the number of your Council, already 
much reduced by the death of one, the suspension of another and the resigna- 
tion of four members of the Board. We must further beg leave to observe 
that we cannot help regarding the late Resident as far less culpable than any 
of his immediate predecessors who may be said to have chalked out the path 
and guided his steps by the false light that misled him. Certain it is that 
should you disapprove our lenity, the same decree in law or equity which will 
oblige Air. Watts to refund will also oblige his predecessors to make restitution. 
From these considerations therefore we resolve to leave it in the option of your 
honorable Board to prosecute or relinquish your claim to such balances as 
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ig deb?-te and faction. We arc lieartilv sick of tire fiuit!e>^ 
of raking in the jakes of corruption: and should we enter upon fresh enquiries, 
we must again wlioliy suspend the course of current business. Y«iu have before 
you sufficient proofs whether gentlemen distinguished most zeal for vour 
service or attachment to their own interest : and should vivj be cii'^posed 
for the sake of example to attempt the recovery of those sums chtaiiied so un- 
warraotably from tlie Nabob and his ministers, we apprehend the evidences 
transmitted are strong and explicit enough to ground an actkni upon in anv 
court of judicature. 


15. It remains with iis to offer a few remarks upon that letter which 
Mr. Johnstone sent in to the Board just as the Admiral Siei’vns was under sail, 
as if he apprehended least some bold assertions lie ad\-anced might be refuted 
before he was out of reach of the shame coiisec|ucnt on detection. Many (if 
these assertions are so mean, so contrary to truth and to IMr. jolinstune’s one 
[ownj knowledge that we read them with equal surprize and contempt : sensible 
that he must be liardpresscd indeed to support a sinking reputation who has 
recourse to falsehood to justify misconduct. 

16. This gentleman thinks it necessary after three iiKUitiis preparation, to 
apologize for a lame and unreasonable defence by affirming that lie was denied 
all access to the papers relative to himself, until a few days before his departure. 
Mr. Johnstone forgot that lie acknowledges the receipt of those \erv papers in 
a note he wrote to our Secretary in the month of June before we came to any 
determination ; wffiich note is noW' in the Secretary’s possession. He also forgot 
that the letters of Messrs. Senior and IMiddleton inserted in our proceedings of 
the 2 1st June, prove that all the evidences and proceedings upon that occasion 
were regularly transmitted to those gentlemen who were not present at the 
Board. He ought therefore rather to avail himself of liis first plea and refuse 
acknowledging the authority of the Committee than thus to skulk behind a 
pitiful imtruth- 

From the deep fund of critical learning which Mr. Jtffiiistoiie displays in 
the country language, we might reasonably expect a more perfect knowledge 
of the power and idiom of liis mother tongue. For after torturing the phrase 
cooeh booligani [kuchh bolunga jiahin or kuchh bhuloonga nahhi\ to make our 
proceedings appear unfair and impartial, he is at length forced to construe 
it into a signification that implies a stronger menace than can possibly be 
conveyed in the w^ords of our translation. The least acquaintance with the 
English language will enable anv man to determine whether in the circum- 
stances there represented IMr. JolinstoneY expression “I will be silent" doth not 
imply a more emphatic menace than the words which we ascribe to him “your 
business will meet with no countenance” inasmuch as the one declares all 
that is meant ; whereas the other intimates a harsher meaning than he would 
choose to express. 

Mr. Johnstone insinuates by way of reflection on the management of the 
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Committee that we were under the necessity of applying to the Sects for 
the loan of a iaak and a half of rupees. The fact is true but it rests with 
Mr. Johnstone and his associates at the Board to explain, how' the Companv’s 
treasury came to be at so low an ebb. as to want so poor a supply. It also rests 
with him to explain how the Nabob (for our first application w^as to the Nabob) 
came to be so impoverished bv presents made to the deputation that he could 
not furnish even this small relief to the neecssities of the Company. And it rests 
particularly with Mr. Johnstone to assign the reason wiiy a balance of six laaks 
was due from Burdwan to your exhausted treasury, wiiile he was filling his 
own pockets at the Durbar which balance was afterwards collected bv 
Mr. Verelst. 


W'hat he remarks on our opinion of Mr. Leycester dcii\'ered in our pro- 
ceedings of the 21st June is also very true. That gentleman had jointly with 
Mr. Johnstone received bills from M. R. Cawn ; but as he declared upon oath 
that he had no intention of benefiting by them it was surely incumbent on the 
Committee to acquit him in a public opinion. We should have acquitted 
Mr. Johnstone likewise, if he had made the same solemn declaration ; but our 
private sentiments of that oath w'c should have reserved as in Mr. Leycester's 
case, to our letter to the Court of Directors ; for an oath may silence an accusa- 
tion of crimes, but it doth not necessarily produce conviction of innocence. 
xMr, Johnstone hath tacked to this extraordinary defence certain letters, wTitten 
to him by Mahomed Reza Cawn and his owm agent Mooteraum^ as vouchers 
for his good behaviour during the negotiation. With respect to these letters 
we must observe they w^erc obtained at a period when it may reasonably be 
supposed that such testimonies durst not be refused on account of tlie extra- 
ordinary authority wTich Mr. Johnstone had just before assumed at the Durbar. 
It may also be observed from M. R. Cawm’s letter that great apprehensions 
were conceived lest the Nabob should come to Calcutta to lav his complaints 
before the Committee ; and Mr. Johnstone knows that interest was made with 


the then Resident to prevail on him to exert his utmost influence in preventing 
a visit w'hich it was drought w'ould not bring much honor to the deputation. 
W e leave it therefore to your hon'blc Board to determine whether at the best 
those testimonies will justify Mr. Johnstone from the charge of extortion and 
w'eigh down against the most positive evidence that can be given upon any 
matter of fact. Be this as it will, w'c think it necessary to correct Mr. Johnstone’s 
mistake when he affirms that hi. R. Cawn’s first deposition takes no notice of 
any demand made in the name of the deputation. A reference to that depo- 
sition will satisfy^ you that IVIr. Johnstone either reads without attention or that 
he quotes wdthoiit candour. 


It would be endless to pursue Mr, Johnstone through the tedic^us maze of 
erior and misrepresentation so evident in every page of his letter. Permit us 
therefore to refer you for a more particular reply to the proceedings themselves 
and to Lord Clive's minute and to those of the members of the Select Com- 
mittee, entered in the appendix already transmitted by the Admital Stevens, 
As to hlr. Johnstone s management in the Burdwan province, we could wish 
he had suffered us to cover with the veil of silence, transactions that will not 
hear examination. He hath now by his ill-judged strictures on Mr. Verelst ’s 
memorial obliged that gentleman to disclose what, out of tenderness to 
Mr. Johnstone, he wns unwilling to reveal. 
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unreasonable minutes, while these two etentlenien remained a: 

Those minutes are (tf rhemseKes sufficient testirannv of tlte spirit wlil^h acruattcl 
so extraordinary a behaviour. Tliev are indecent, \iaienr. and fact'aeo hev'ind 
anyth iiig e\er before tolerated in thb Governinent in the rn^c^-t licentious times. 

Messrs. Leveester and Grav no sooner percei\ed the of cnrrcxlioii 

removed, than they, iiiiniindful of the lenitv of the Committee when wc might 
with propriety and indeed ought to ha\e suspended them the servictc st*: up 
a determined opposition and dared to ridicule and insult the Goeernment upon 
ail occasions. Yet wc bore this usage with patience «jut of regard to voiir 
situation, and replied to their minutes with temper, liiitil Mr. Leveester pns- 
ceeded to such lengths of liceiiiioiisness as tended to iiiicslve the settlement in 
anarchy and civil dissensions. He published an expression hasriiv dropt hv 
Genera! Carnac at the Board, with such additional and aggravating circiiru' 
stances, as were best calculated to raise a ferment in the minds of the people 
and excite the inhabitants to open sedition. The alarm ihat we were about 
to introduce a military government, became so general, we thought it incum- 
bent on us to trace the author of such dangerous calumiiv, and upon a convic- 
tion that Mr. Leveester had forged and published it with a design of weakening 
the hands of the administration, we judged it necessary to suspend him as 

iinw'orihv of his station in vour service. 

« # 

18 . AVe need not take up vour time in justifying a measure that became 
iiidispensabiv necessary, unless we meant to relinc|uish all attempts to effect that 
general reformation so essential to the stability and permanency of your po.s- 
sessions. Mr. Leveester had streniiousiv opposed e\erv measure which tended 
to the correction of abuses ; and even while he w as acting in the capacity of 
a magistrate and judge, most shamefully endeavoured to suppress, pervert, 
and stifle evidence relative to Mr. Gray's conduct. His own minute upon the 
occasion produced his suspension so stronglv points out the \iolent designs he 
entertained that wx* could sit no longer at the same Board with any regard to 
our own characters or prospect of advantage to your service. From the loud 
CTV raised by Mr. Grav and Iiim against military force and arbitrary power, 
one would naturallv have conceh’ed the President had deprived half the British 
subjects in the settlement of their birthright : the fact, however, was nothing 
more than that Lord Clive had ordered a guard of sepoys over Ramnauf' a 
man of infamous character said to be eiiiploved bv Mr. Gray in the roost iniqui- 
tous acts of extortion and a native of Manilla who himself refused to claim 
the protection of our laws, because be sliouid thereby become subject to the 
punishment to which those laws condemn his offences. Whereas numberless 
instances occur in former governments in Bengal of natives, inhabitants of 
Calcutta being confined by military guards, upon accusations of infinitely less 
consequence to the public w'eal. In short these two gentlemen were so discon- 
tented and industrious in propagating the seeds of their humour that we are 
firmly convinced the suspension of the one was necessary, and the resignation 
of the other conducive to the benefit of your service, yet these are the gentle- 
men wBo we are told, flatter themselves with the hopes of justifying their 
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conduct to vour satisfaction, and of returning again to the management of 
vour concerns in Bengal. Should this event ever happen, we have only to 
wish, although contrary to all human probability, that your affairs may 

prosper. 

19. The Board being now reduced far beneadi the establishment wc pro- 
posed, and to a number insufficient to conduct the necessary business of the 
Government, filling the vacant seats became an object of immediate considera- 
tion. Bv the Admiral Stevens we freely delivered our sentiments of the unfit- 
ness for that station of some of those gentlemen who stand next m succession. 
We also recommended with the greatest earnestness that in composing your 
Council vou would admit of no claim but that of merit and approved services. 
We must now again beg leave to repeat that from a list of fourteen Junior 
hler chants, we are not able to select a number sufficient to make up the defi- 
ciency of the members at the Board, unless we abandon all hope of curbing 
licentiousness, reforming abuses and subduing that universal passion that pre- 
vails among your servants, of accumulating riches in a manner inconsistent 
with the good of the country and your interest. The factious spirit which 
lately blazed out so violently in Council, hath reached the lower classes so we 
can entertain no reasonable hope of their cordial services until they have felt 
the weight of correction and experienced the influence of example. Still, how’- 
ever, w'e should be sorry to deprive them of all prospect of rising by promoting 
their juniors on this establishment ; since time and the certain assurance that 
merit, not standing, will entitle them to your favour, may produce the desired 
effect upon tlicir conduct. 

20. For these reasons w^e applied to the Presidency at Fort St. George, re- 
questing that Messrs. Russell, Aldersey, Kelsall, and Floyer might be permitted 
to assist us in the present exigency, until your pleasure should be known, being 
fully persuaded that this preference of the servants of another Presidency, will 
operate more effectually, than if we had recourse to the more irksome and 
mortifying indignity of superseding them from this establishment. We arc 
sorry to find that our endeavours to serve the Company in a manner the least 
injurious to your servants here should be misconstrued. As soon as this 
measure became knowm by reports from Madras and previous to our laying 
any proceedings before the Board, the young gentlemen of the settlement had 
set themselves up for judges of the propriety of our conduct and the degree 
of their own merit, each w^ould seem to think himself qualified to transact your 
w^eighU" affairs in Council, at an age when the law^s of his country adjudge 
him unfit to manage his own concerns to the extent of forty shillings. They 
have not only set their hands to the memorial of complaint® but entered into 
associations unbecoming at their years and destructive of that subordination, 
without which no government can stand. All visits to the President are for- 
bidden, ail invitations from him and the members of the Committee are to be 
slighted. The gentlemen called down by our authority from Madras are to be 
treated with neglect and contempt. Every man who deviates from this confe- 
deracy is to be stigmatized and avoided. In a word the members arc totally to 
separate themselves from the head, decorum and union are to be set at defiance 
and it becomes a fair struggle whether w^e or the young gentlemen shall in 
future guide the helm of Government. Look at their names, examine their 
standing, enquire into their services and reflect upon the age of four fifths of 



of ^nevancesi and who nfn% suDpori the n<-uc:ati.;n, 
ana you wm oe equauy surprised with us at the preMiniptous internpenincc 
voiithaind convinced that a stop of three or frair vears in the callT^e rtf nromo- 
tion is indispensably necessarv if voii would have voiur i-Munci! 
nieii of experience and discretion. 

2f. From this sketch of the behaviour of voiir junior servants v»i:; wi’i'. 
perceive the dangerous pitch to which the indepciidant and liceniij'u.s 
of this settlement hath risen. You will then determine tui the nect»itv and 
propriety of the step we have taken. In the meantime we are resohed to sup- 
port it or we must submit to the anarchv and confusion consequent on ^ub- 
jecting the decrees of your Select Committee to the revisal and repeal of young 
gentlemen just broke loose from the hands of their schoolmaster. Earnestlv 
do we wish that every member of this Board had cordiallv ioined in tl 

■ 1* *ir 

sentiments, since dissents serve only to break the force of resoluiicuis. to 
aiithoritv and give vigour and courage to faction and disobedience. A 
noint of mdle’iiitv of which vour oetitioners comolain notliiiie- can i: 


lou wm oe astonisnec 
ir Council who subscri 
istice done to the vou; 
ght with your honorab 
duct from certain impi 
es them to co-operate ii 
?iher the proceeding of 
:ainly their duty to rep 
[ vehemence of vouth, i 


countenance to 

the subversion i 

iiw's affairs befc 
0 

. This incident 

mu will not exp 

so minutely int< 
0 

■ss is now siidde 












390 


LETTER TO COFRT 


are assured will exert his utmost ability but he requests you will please to 
make an allowance tor the shortness of time and his total unacquaiiitance with 
that has been transacted in that Department. 


24. We have the satisfaction to acquaiiii you that Suja Dowlah appears 
well disposed to cultivate our friendship and adhere strictly to the conditions 
the late treatv. Colonel Smith's brigade is now stationed at Illahabad and 
Benares to secure the Kinit a 


Vizier against the invasions of the blahrattas 
until tliev haw fullv re-established themselves and payment of the stipulated 
indcmnificarkui to the Compaov is completed. His Majesty's visionary pro- 
jects of seating himself, with our assistance, on the throne of his ancestors and 
proceeding to Delhi, his capiuil. seem to have vanished before the Com- 
mittee’s remonstrances. W'e hope he is at length convinced that without us 
the scheme is impracticable : and we are certain it never can be your interest 
to extend the iniliieiice of vour arms to so great a distance from your present 
possessions, and the seat of vour Chneriiment. 

25, Opening a communication between the Northern Sircars and Bengal 
must prove mtimallv advantageous to your Presidency at Fort St. George and 
to us. We have therefore determined to embrace the favorable opportunity 
which the present feeble c(jndition of the Mahrattas affords to carry this 
measure -into execution and have for that purpose set on foot a negotiation 
with their chief vvherebv we propose he shall cede to us the northern parts 
of Orissa now in liLs possession, upon our consenting to pay a certain stipulated 

annual revenue. Whatever his determination mav be, it is our resolution not 

¥ 

to attempt gaining this advantage bv \iolence or force of arms. Peace is at 
length happiiv restored to these provinces and it will be the study of this 
Committee to preserve and prolong those advantages which you already begin 
to experience. 

We remain with the warmest zeal for vour service, and the greatest 

O 

respect 


Hon'ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble 
servants, 

Calcutta, (Signed) Clive / Wm. B. Sumner /John 

the 31st January 1766. Carnac / H. Verclst / Chas. (Francis] 

Svkes. 


Post[s]cripi 

In section 2 1 of the preceding address, you will observe the following para. 

'^Earnestly do we wish that every member of this Board had cordially joined 

in the saiiie sentiments, since dissents serve only to break the force of resolu- 

!■« 

lions, to weaken aiithoritv and to give vigour and courage to faction and dis- 
obedience". 
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Mr. Sumner conceiving this paragraph to be pardtuiarr*' lc;c-/;ed 
himseif, begs leave to enter his dissent to that and >Licli other oart- • >f ih 
as differ from the sentiments he hath alreadv expressed upon ilie face 
proceedings as well of the Council as of the Committee. 


IT' 


T 



L I ‘ 


(Signed I Cli\e \\\ B. Sun: net J:h.n 
Caniac - H. VcrcL»i Chn>. 'Fram:> 

h V K.ei'' . 
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LETTER DATED I FEBRUARY 


Reasons for requisitioning services of Riisseli, Aldersex, Kelsull anJ 
Flayer — plan for refonmitiun in every departiaent — nezv regiiltdions regtirtling 
batta and other army reforms — special commission to the Governor fur ftjre- 
going the advantage of private trade — excess profits of the Society of Trade 
to be retained by the Company — nex plan for carrying on salt trade — sudden 
acquisition of fortunes by younger servants thruugh illicit trade deplored — 




est ed- 


it h- 


suggests changes in the method of procuring invesimeHi 
deuce regarding improvement in financial position — Sumner opposed to bring 
ing in civilians from IMndras — rest(jraiitm of Xlajendie recommeniled . 


To the Honorable the i'ourt of Director 




Cenilemen, 


1. Mv letters to voii of the 29di September by the Admiral Stevens and 
the 28ih Novcm])cr, overland, were so full and the circumstances which have 
since occurred are so few that I have little more to trouble vou with by this 
conveyance, than a confirmation of the disagreeable truths respecting the licen- 
tiousness of this settlement which have already been so fairhfiillv communi- 
cated to vou bv the Select Committee as well as bv me. 


2. It was not long after the dispatch of the eidmiral Stevens that I saw 
clearlv the absolute necessity of our carrvms: into cxecuiioii as far as we could 
the measure I had the honor of recommending to your consideration of pro- 
curing the assistance of a few meritorious servants upon the Madras establish- 
ment. The resignation of Messrs. Burdett and Gray, the suspension of 
Mr. Leycester, the unfitness of Messrs. Senior, Watts, and Marriott, made a 
considerable deficiency at the Board although the absence of them all from this 
country w’'Ould in fact he reckoned as a clear gain to the Company. Scarcely a 
day passes wherein I do not discover that abuses and even frauds have been 
practised in almost every department ; the absolute necessity of such an investi- 
gation, as may prevent a continuance of them must be admitted hut for me 
to attempt it without proper assistance, were absurd as it would fill up every 
moment of the time I have remaining in India, and prevent my attending even 
to the current business of my Government* 
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3. The incapacitv either from understanding or principle of some who 
rank next to Council and the imfitiiess from youth, inexperience or tainted inte- 
eriiv of others, who have abilities, made us in vain search in this Presidency for 

O at ^ 

proper persons to assist us in our labours* The horrid massacre by Cossim Ali 
Cawn of so many of the most able young men upon this establishment who 
would now have entered into high stations, which they tvould have filled with 
honor, tortured our meiiiorv but left us without hopes of retrieving the loss. 
It was not onlv mv opinion, but the opinion of the wTole Committee, excepting 
one man, that in the present exigency of your affairs no measure could be 
adopted to answer so effectually the great purpose of restoring order, subordina- 
tion, economy, and zeal for the service as requesting the assistance of four 
gentlemen from Aladras, till your pleasure should be knowm. These gentlemen 
are Messrs. Russell, Aldersey, Kelsall and Floyer each of whom I consider as a 
strtiiig reinforcement of those necessary virtues which are w^anting to complete 
on this establishment. In the lltli paragraph of my letter by the 
Admiral Stevens, I had the honor of recommending this measure to you 
and I hope for the sake of the success of your affairs that you will ere this reaches 
you have given the fullest and most positive orders thereon for I am convinced 
it is the only plan that can secure your present prosperity. The clamour which 
this proceeding of the Select Committee has raised, amongst the disappointed 
and factious, will be observed upon in our General Letter and I imagine you 
will confess that what has passed upon the occasion confirms more strongly than 
anything I have before or now have urged the propriety of wLat w^e have done. 
Objections from gentlemen who rank immediately next to Council are not un- 
reasonable but we here see an absurd combination set on foot by men whose 
fortunes enable them to quit your service without a grateful sense of the 
benefits received from it and by boys who cannot possibly form any judgment 
of the politics or government of your immense concerns. You w^ill undoubtedly 
consider whether they or the Committee, in wLom you have been pleased to 
place your power and confidence, are most fit to determine upon the expediency 
of such a measure. The point in short is reduced to this, wiiether you would 
choose to have such a thing as government or not : whether the junior shall be 
in subordination to the senior servant and whether the revenues of Bengal 
Bahar, and Orissa shall belong to the Company or to individuals. 

4. For my own part till I know your determination T am resolved to 
propose, and to endeavour to carry into execution, as far as possible every 
regulation that appears wLolesome. Your service here has been rotting in 
corruption. I wish to revive it and defy the w'orld to suggest, that I have any 
interest to serve but yours. My abilities, my constitution are exerted to the 
utmost but I cannot proceed in the work I "have begun, and am determined 
to accomplish without proper assistance. 

5. By the minutes and proceedings in Council relating to Mr. Gray, you 
w'ill learn that I was not inclined to scrutinize particularly into that gentleman's 
conduct, till called upon by hunself in such language of defiance that I was 
forced to produce the information, charges which had been laid before me 
to his prejudice, and if he has been brought to shame, he can only blame his 
ovm imprudence. 

6. A retrospection I perceive w’^ould be endless ; were I to trace back the 
conduct of every suspected servant, I am persuaded very few’' would escape 
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your severest censure, to such a height had crjrruptinn and liceniiou'^itev^ pre- 
vailed. Our late discoveries on enquiring into the state of the hlidnapore ruui 
Jellasore revenues, give me much real concern since in doing hi-ike to ihr 
Company the characters of individuals became necessarilv exnosed. the 
conduct of many of your servants inav appear to merit e’*en the risoiir of th.e 
law, let me entreat you not to carrv vour resentment so far as a tirr'iNecution. 
Many have been guilty from bad example, and deprive iliern of ilteir 
fortunes, would be to depri\e iheiii of life, Ance it is absolutelv for 

gentlemen brought up in the Iiixurv and indolence of Bengal tc} 'cain a sub- 
sistence in England. My endeavours iuniess discoveries unssuight for should 
fall in my way) shall be confined to preventing the like practices in future. 
As soon as the four gentlemen arrive from IXIadras, I propose that a commiiiet 
shall be formed for examining into the state of everv department, and for 
establishing what is much wanted, method as well as intesrltv, and cconoiiiv in 
each. The present state of your public offices here, is so cxceedinglv confused 
eidier by ignorance or design that it is with the utmost difficiiltv’ I can at anv 
time investigate the true balance of anv of their accounts bur I durd)t not witii 
the assistance of the Madras gentlemen, to be able in a short time to reduce the 
management of such affairs to a regular form of business. 


7. I have issued orders to the principals of every department, civil and 
military, to send in monthly an abstract of the expellees incident to each. 
These and the particulars if I judge necessary shall be entered e\ery month 
upon our Consultations by wffikh means you will be able without much trouble 
to form a complete annual estimate and discover readily the articles upon 
which anv encrease should ever arise. 


8. I have at last succeeded to vour wishes, in the reduction of the military 

^ * 

expences. The new regulation of batta took place the Ist January and your 
army is now modelled upon the plan of the Coast frugality. By the latter 
ship I shall send you a complete abstract of the military expences from January 
1765, bv which you will see how very considerably that heavy charge is reduced. 
Great as the saving is to the Company upon this head, I consider that the 
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to iiiv own satisfaction, that is, according to niv ideas of tlie Company's 
good, I am cleteriiiined as soon as the ships of this season are dispatched, to 
go up the comitrv and supervise your affairs myself. The arrival of 
\Iessrs. Russell, Aldeisev, Keisali, and Floyer (which we now daily expect) will 
enable me to quit the Presidency with satisfaction since I shall then see men 
and things in such a channel for promoting reformation as I could wish. 

lb. If the Court of Directors will exert their authority in a vigorous and 
resolute manner, this settlement corrupt as it is may still be retrieved. The 
possessions of the Companv in Bengal are so immense, and the manners of your 
servants so totallv different from those of former times, that the interest of 
individuals, must eive wav to intemitv and abilitv, if not be assured that this 

i» ^ 

oppulent government must either end in extirpation or fall into the hands of 
higher powers. 

It. Altlioiigh gratitude, one might imagine would bind those who have 
acquired great fortunes in the service to exert themselves in securing every 
advantage to the Companv, a conduct directly opposite seems to have prevailed, 
and even the Compaiiv's property has been filched into the pockets of 
individuals. Your rights, however, are now so clearly ascertained and 
so much mav be expected from our new' regulations, that abuses are not 
likelv to happen in future unless vou should iinforrunatelv relax in vour 
ovMi author! tv. 

12. The advantages of trade to a Governor must be verv great, vet I 
cannot help thinking the Company w'ould do well to allow him even a full 
equivalent, and absolutelv forbid his having any concern whatever in trade ; 
this you may remember wuis one of my principles, and I am convinced by 
experience that your affairs in Bengal are so extensiv'e and important that a 
Governor cannot possibly do his duty to the Companv and at the same time 
attend to mercantile concerns of his own. Your extensive commercial affairs, 
the study of your finances, the politics of the countrv, the epistolary corres- 
pondence, the proceedings of Council and Committee, these are sufficient to 
employ every moment of his time ; and I am confident vour affairs cannot be 
conducted with the requisite attention to your interest if the mind of the 
Governor be diverted by complicated accounts of his own, either of shipping or 
inland trade. This together with my proposal by the Admiral Stevens of an 
oath and penalty bond, completely conveys to you my idea of the restrictions 
upon private interest, where it by any means may effect the public good, will 
be absolutely necessary after my departure. 

13. I have been informed that there are not wanting among your servants, 
gentlemen, who complain that my measures arc all planned for the interest 
of the Company only, without regard to the emolument of individuals. If such 
ungrateful murmurings should reach your ears, judge by the enclosed state 
of the share of advantages of the salt allotted to them, w^hether I have forgotten 
their interest in the study of yours. The truth I suspect is this, having never 
thought proper to assign to the Company any part of the profits upon that 
article, they think they are themselves entitled to the whole. But as the plan 
of their emoluments provided you approv^e of it is fixed, I shall certainly not 
propose any alteration in their favour ; on the contrary, having taken into con- 
sideration the very extensive capital which is required for carrying on the 
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trade of salt, betel and tobacco, and ihc verv great Droili^ 
individuals, greater 'perhaps than even the highest nrerii can entitle 
and without doubt greater than is consistent v, ith vour interot, I ? 
propose ill Council that if the net prcifits exceed 5^^ per cent, vliich I be 
will be the case, the surplus shall be brought to the Ccimpanv’s cr 
Perquisites in what shape so ever introduced, unles> ihev he allowed of bn; v 
authority, I consider as a fraud upon the Companv c 
Those who are not contented with such noble ad\:i 
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added to the privileges of the shipping and inland trade, are rapacious in 
their disposition to merit fsr indeed to be entrusted with anv 
service. 


ran: 
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voiir 


14. Permit me gentlemen to return vou mv most gTiitefu! acknowledge- 
ments, for the confidence you are pleased to repose in me hv the 4thh paragraph 
of your General Letter of the 15lh February 1765, in relation to the important 
article of the salt trade: and though I hope mv conduct in \iVLir >er\ice will 
entitle me to your approliation in every other instance. [ cniinot itiit congra- 
mlate nivself on the success that particular plan, since it was originaliv 
proposed by me during mv voyage to India. The only doubt that arose cviih 
me was whether the management of the trade of salt, betel, and toltacco. should 
be entrusted to Europeans (jf to natives, and ahiiough I act|uiesed with the resi 


of the members of the Select Conimiriee in having it carriei 


mi 


i)V the free 


merchants, give me leave to assure you mv acquiescence proceeded rather from 
a principle of liumanirv than a conviction that it was more for die interest 
of the Company, or for the interest of the Society. But as every day's experi- 
ence demonstrates the impropriety of the present mode, it becomes mv c 
to explain to you mv sentiments on that subject. 


15. The original capita! for carrying on tills trade being 24 laak which is 
speedily to he encreased to 32 and the salt being to be disposed of at so manv 
difiFerent and distant parts of the country gives room for boundless expense. 
An astonishing number of boats must be provided and kept in constant repair 
and armies of sepovs must be maintained to protect them as well as the agents 
at their several places of residence. These sepoys under the sanction of their 
master’s name will lay the whole country under contribiititiii wherever they go. 
Remonstrances and complaints without number will be made by the country 
government and the revenues in which vou are more immediately affected will 
fall short. These agents besides drawing 5 per cent upon the net sales, will 
build elegant houses for their owm con%'enience and I verily believe that an 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds, will scarce defray the extraordinary, and 
in mv opinion useless expense. By confining the sale of salt, to Calcutta, 
Dacca, and two or three other principal places where the salt is produced, all 
those inconveniences will be remedied, the Company will receive as much as 
they do upon the present plan, the immoderate charges of agents, boatmen, 
houses, boats, and sepovs, will be saved, the capital need be but half w'hat k 
now is, and consequently the interest of a large sum of money will not be 
lavished ; instead of confused and complicated accounts and returns not [sic] in 
2 years, the accounts will be simple and plain and the returns immediate : but 
wBat weighs more with me than all the arguments hitherto advanced is, that 
w^e shall avoid the odious imputation of monopoly. Thousands of the natives 
will have profits out of this article by purchasing it at tw’o or three places only. 
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and disposing of it afterwards all over the country ; for I propose that ra? 
European whatever shall have any further concern in it. 

16. If YOU should think proper to adopt this iietv mode of carrying on 
the salt trade and agree with me in the expediency of withdrawing all the 
free merchants, hunianitv will call upon vou to make some provision for those 
who are deserving of vour favour. I cannot in justice to the characters of the 
following; ueiitlemen avoid recom mendinor them to vour consideration. Their 
age, behaviour and experience entitle them to the rank of factors, and I doubt 
not tliev will become meritorious servants of the Company. 


Mr. Archdekin 
Baillie 
,, Benslcy 
„ B!(uner 
„ Cobham 
„ Craiitic 


Mr. Lethieullicr 


Mr. Dalrvmple 
,, Kellican 
„ Knott 
„ Lister 
,, Mudic 
,, Yates 


The very sensible behaviour of Mr. Ducarel upon the signing of the memo- 
rial of the servants, to the Court of Directors obliges me to point out to vou 
as particularlv deserving of vour favour. xAlthough he was onlv appointed a 
writer last year, vet his age and understanding qualify him for a higher station. 
Some encouragement vou will iindoiibtedlv bestow upon him for his conduct 
in the late affair. 

17. In my former letters I have said and I now repeat that if some means 
be not devised to prevent the sudden growth of fortunes, among vour younger 
seiwants, this Government must soon perish ; if I cannot obtain belief let futurity 
speak for me. Our influence is so extensive and the wavs of acquiring fortunes 
by trade only axe so various that some bounds must be put to them. The whole 
trade of Bengal has I find been monopolized by vour servants, their agents 
and gomastahs. Thousands of the natives are starving for want of those their 
accustomed profits, which are now diverted, and confined to one particular 
channel, and the servants so far from making a moderate use of the power, 
w’hich they enjoy through your influence, make not only the interest of the 
inhabitants subservient to their own will but the interest of the Company also. 
They are even of opinion that the advantages of trade which I have always 
considered as an indulgence of your’s to them is as much their right as the 
Company’s. I learn from very good authority that there are not less than 
800 factories established throughout the country by your servants, or by their 
agents, who either carry on the trade for their masters or for themselves under 
the sanction of their master’s names. Judge now" whether this government 
continued upon such a plan can long subsist and whether the time might not 
come, when the whole body of servants w" 0 uld threaten to resign your service 
upon your attempting to exert any authority over them inconsonant with 
their own views and designs. 

18. Formerly instead of stationing Company’s servants at the different 
mmmgs, that branch of trade was carried on by the dadney merchants. A 
general association amongst them to increase the price of goods and their 
perpetually having recourse to the country eovernment for protection, when 
they did not comply with their contracts, and w^ere in your debt, were the 

tf 
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principal reasons for your dropping tliat nietliod of pruvidir.g in’ esirvern^. 
those reasons, arc now eiitirelv at an end ; vou arc hecome severci'^r;^ cd' the 
countrv^ vourselves : vou can oblige them to nei'torra tlieir cor:tract>. and been 
Up to the musters ; you can attach their peiMiiis and effects wherciCT tiicv 'n-e ; 
the large and needless expense of sepuvs, factories, and assz.arnes, incurred to 
set off the grandeur and authoritv of voung writers ifor such most of 
Residents at present are), will be saved and if at anv time 
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me 
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fall short in quantity or qualitv, vou can send to the different 
intelligent member of the Board as occasional supervisor to remedv 
This I am persuaded would be the means of a great saving to the Companv 
and could be no impediment to the collections of the revenues, it would at the 
same time remove much of that odium and jealoiisv, wlikh w’e now laboiii 
under, not only from the natives but from other European nations, Wliat is 
the reason that none of these inconveniences subsist on the coast of Choro- 
mandei where your sovereignty is as fully established as at Bengal? The 
reason is because there vou have no auningSj the piece goods are provided bv 
tile black merchants, and the servants cannot interfere in the couiitrv eoverr;- 

« cm 

meiit : the method here proposed will not however put an entire stop to the 
eviis complained of, because the factories of Cossimbuzar, Dacca and Patna, 
must be maintained, and some servants must be emploved there hut the great 
number stationed at the aiirungSj being recalled to Calcutta will be in mv 
opinion the completest possible remedv and that sudden iiidepeiidcncy wiiidi 
is now the lot of all then be confined to a few. 

19. Permit me now to acquaint you at the same time that I think some 
apology for my own ignorance necessary, that neither myself nor imv one of 
the Council have knowm the true state of your bond debts: at least Mr. SimiiicT 
when he was asked the question by me declared he did not. We always under- 
stood that your bond debts w’erc considerable but to mv verv great surprise upon 
balancing the treasury books I find them to be much greater than I could 
possibly have imagined. Such a discoverv mav give occasion for evil minded 
people to accuse us of imprudence in not drawing upon vou to the amount of 
at least the 24 lack sent to China. I w’ould not have made such public mention 
of this matter w’ere I not certain that no inconvenience could arise to vour 
affairs from it. If these provinces remain in peace as in all human probabilitv 
they will, I stake mv honor and reputation to vou that bv this time twelve 
month, if iiecessarv the whole of your bond debt shall be discharged, vour 
civil and niiiitarv expcnces shall he defraved, 59 lack shall be advanced for 
v<3ur in\'estiiient, if goods to that amount can be provided. 24 laak shall again 
he sent to China ; and every hill drawn upon lis bv the different p^esideIlcie^ 
in India shall he duly honored. I do not assert this without considera- 
tion, I assert it from the knowledge I have of vour revenues and if anv 
man has contradicted uic in his ]>rivate letters, I desire only to be judged by 
the event. 

2f). Confident as I am of the deliberation and judgement, with which you 
will determine actions that prweed from principle, I am little apprehensive that 
the regulations I am establishing for the w’elfare of the East India Company 
can he oi^erset by the combination of interested and disgusted individuals. 
To lav every circumstance candidly before vou, is a duty I owe not onlv to 
you, but to myself, that I mav he acquitted in the eyes of the world, if vour 

I# A V B 
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affairs in Bengal slioukl lake an unfortiuiaic turn after I shall liaee resigned 
tile charge of them. 

21. A change in the morals and principles of this vsetdement is absolutely 

necessary. The oiiiv zeal for vour seiniec is centered in the few I have men- 
0 * • 
tioiied — General Carnac. Mr. Verelst and Mr. Sykes. The association lately 

entered into against the proceeding of the Committee in desiring the assistance 

of the gentlemen of Madras, was promoted by gentlemen whose rank as Coun- 

eiliors in the scr\ice could not be affected bv the measure, and you mav easily 

•^0 ^ r ,0 

imagine that the inferior servants, writers of yesterday ^'ery readily enlisted 
under their Ijaniiers. That a remonstrance would lie made by those who stood 
next to Council was what I always expected. But faction alone could prompt 
others, on, or below that rank to join in it. Tlie agreement not to visit or 
accept of m\ itatknis from me, the Governor, however puerile, is fact: and 1 
cannot help observing to vou that the same spirit prevails against every 
member of the Select Committee, Mr. Sumner excepted. How far that gentle- 
man mav have busied himself in hopes of acquiring popularity by his dissent 
to a plan against which he could not propose an alternative, I will not suggest, 
but I will observe that a man in his station, appointed to succeed to the govern- 
ment of so corrupt, so headstrong and so licentious a settlement, as this is, ought 
to have exerted himself in suppressing rather than in countenancing such an 
opposition. As my leltters to you must become public records, I am cautious of 
affecting the characters of individuals, but my private letters to certain gentle- 
men who will read the contents of this, will, if they judge proper to commu- 
nicate (and I hereby give them liberty, as a private correspondent, to do soj 
convey to you my opinion of that gentleman, even before die dispatch of the 
Adniiral Stez'ens. In short Mr. Sumner and I differ widely in our ideas of 
government. 


22. The example we have thought proper to make, by the suspension of 
Mr. Majendie, for having interested himself so warmly in his pubhc capacity 
as Secretary to die Council, in the late association, has aw^akcned the rest of the 
voting gentlemen, from dieir dream of independency, and in a few wrecks I 
doubt not w'e shall see greater activity in office and more decorum out of it 
than has been usual for some years. As Messrs. Senior, Leveester, and Gray, 

0 j J 

who rejoicing in an opportunity to promote faction, have been the chief coun- 
cillors in conjunction with iMr. Marriott, in the affair of the memorial, take 
their passage to Europe in these ships, I diink we have some chance of sechig 
liarmonv restored to Calcutta. 


23. It is impossible for me to be certain of your confirmation of the 
measure of sending for the Madras gentlemen. In all probability your answer 
to these dispatches will not reach Bengal, till after I have left it ; for if 
the assistance of those geiitienien, and the fewv of integrity and ^ihilities upon 
our own establishment. I should have the happiness to settle every thing agree- 
ably to mv wish for the welfare of the Company, I shall certainlv resign the 
Government early in the ensuing year. IMy sole view' in every step I have 
taken, lias been the interest of the East India Company whose servant I esteem 
mvseif and not the servant of individuals. Conscious of the rectitude of mv 
intentions I have defied the rage of malice, and opposition ; fully satisfied with 
the fortune I acquired, in the course of my former services, I have declined 
accepting for my own use, every advantage accruing to my Government. If 
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therefore iiiy conduct which i hate had the .^athfaciinn to .-c*. 
warmly supported by a dismterested majoritv in Co.nimirieo. 
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not tor mv own. 


You will consider likewise that I was mn annointed to 
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resn^re peace la a distracted countrw but if 


station. Ill a common wav, nor to answer tne comnioi 
that I was not oiilv expected to respire p 
reform the iiianiien^ of a cornipt licentious setiienicnt ; and that mv m/ea^ure- 
to attain that important end, are formed from a siir\ev taken upon the spot 
You will consider that without assistance, I cannot hope tu see regifiariiv anr 
ecoiKuiiy take place of confusion, and e\tra\a^^anct% in 
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meiits : tliat mariv, IkitIi in, and immediatelv next n> (YunciL would nut with 
zeal and integrity, co-operate in a reform of abuses, wherein themselws had 
been principal actors: that the class <?f junior servants could not furnish u> 
with men of knowledge, or experience even in the transaction of eoinniou 
business : and that if it ccjulcL their principles must be too much tain led with 
the general corruption, to turn immediately to the side of moderation, and 
prevention of frauds : that if we had not requested the assistance of the Madras 
tteiitlciiien, business and reformation must ha\e absoluieiv stood still, till the 
return of the Admiral SiezenSy and corruption, bv remaining so miicli the 
longer unchecked in so manv departments, would ha\e rendered (Uir under- 
taking still more precarious and difficult. Add t«> this that I must ha\e heco 

detained vet another vear in the countrv, which neither mv cnnstimtkui. imr 
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the situation of mv affairs, will admit of. The main argiimeni, how'cwer, is this, 
that Messrs. Aidersev, Russell. Kelsall, and Flover, are men of such unquestion- 
able abilities, have been so much employed in public offices, are >o little 
accj[uaiiited with Bengal luxury, and arc knowm to be so moderate in their expec- 
tations, that no doubt can be entertained of the success of liieir assistance. 


I ha\e the honor to be 
with the greatest respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most 

Calcutta, liuiiibie servant, 

1 February 1766. (signed) Clive. 

24. Nutwitlistanding the part I took, for the sake of exasiiple, and good 
order in Government, in the suspension of Mr. Majendic, I must beg leave to 
inform you that my wishes were to have seen him restored in a short time 
to the sciwice : for his abilities wBeii strengthened by a few years of age may 
render him a very useful v^ervant, though he certainly is unfit at the age of 
tweotv one to fill the station of Secretary which requires method and jiidgemeiit. 
A V aiii -glorious opinion of his owm importance together with emoluments 
exceeding £4,01^0 per annum, have in the common phrase turned Ms head : 
but he is not deficient in parts, nor, as far as I know in principle. If therefore 
on his arrival in England, you should find his application to you, for restora- 
tion. to be such as will enable you to grant his request, without seeming to 
appro\"e of iiis conduct, and without directly or indirectly lowering the autho- 
ritv of that power by which he w’as suspend^ed, I shall not consider your 
restoring him to his rank in the service, as any indignity offered to myself. 
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Peril aps a paragraph in vour General Letter, nicntioiiiiig that your lenity is 
the effect of niv solkitaticin in his beliaif, may inspire him and other young 
gentlemen, with a justcr sense of duty, and more becoming respect to 
Government in future. 


(Sigiiedj Clive. 



LETTER DATED 2U MARCH 1 766 

Deplorable state of affairs in Bengal — able men from England needed 
— formation of a committee for examining the slate of every department — 
Clive's observation on the Company's young servants in Bengal — need for 
vigorous action by the Court of Directors to remove abuses in Bengal, 

Hoii'ble the Court of Directors &c. &c. &c. 


Gentlemen, 

1. I have the honor to send vou enclosed abstracts of all vour civil and 
militarv expences upon this establishment from the 1st January 1765 to the 
1st January 1766, and likewise the particulars of your military expense for one 
month. The civil disbursements for one or two months at some of the distant 
factories were wanting, but I have computed them upon an average and the 
difference cannot ])e material. These accounts will bear testimony to the great 
inattention, negligence and extravagancy which have prevailed in both depart- 
ments and convince you that I have not exaggerated the abandoned state of 
this settlement. Your orders for sending to you annually the state of your 
militarv cxpences, have I line! been often repeated in vain, and when accounts 
amounting to such large sums are kept so long behindhand, the detection of 
frauds is impossible. 

2. It gives me pain though it be mv duty to repeat the observation that 
vour service in general for want of capacity or attention in some, and want of 
principle in others, has for these two or three years past been nothing but a 
scene of fraud and confusion. I feel, however, a conscious satisfaction within 
mvself that I shall see vour affairs upon such a footing before I leave this 
country that it will only depend upon yourselves wLether the Company shall 
or shall not, (excuse my vanity upon the occasion) enjoy the fruit of my labors. 

3. Permit me to suggest that it is become absolutely necessary you should 
send from England five or six gentlemen of unquestionable abilities and good 
constitutions, cpialified for the Secretaries and Accountants offices. Without 
such assistance it is evident that your civil branches cannot long continue in 
order, nor will vour accounts, by which only vou can discover frauds, abuses 
and neglects be regularly transmitted. 

4. Agreeably to the 6th paragraph of my letter of the 1st February a com- 
mittee is now formed for examining into the state of every department and 
for establishing what is much wTinted, method as well as integrity and economy 



Ill each, and 1 natter iiivselt vou will soon do convinced or the utiiitv ot the 
enquiries now on foot as no otiicr means can so effectuallv obtain for vou a 
true statement or your affairs here or so clear! v a>certaiii the r;oiiUs which 
require reformation. 

5. In my former letters I with great truth as well as freedom observed to 
vou that most of vour servants in Bengal were so voimg. so exiravagant. and 

had imbibed notions so contrarv to 
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of subjects, it is impossible to conceive how such a government can 
under the managemer ’ • • s , . t 

and glare of wealth the moment thev land. I have recommended to vou 
sending out five or six gentlemen quaiifie 

offices: if you shall think proper to adopt suen a piaii, vou w 
consider whether vou ^ 
or fix them to a certaii 
of trade. Their emoli 
six years and indeed t 
on the accounts and I 

6. That you may 
lating every departmt 
(among many other i 
are enabled to lav before you an abstract of the expences of the present 
vear, that you may examine into the particulars and compare them with those 
now sent vou for the 
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if every month that I mav from hence form a 
to be entered montliiv on the face of the Consul- 
dea in the 7tli paragraph of my last letter. But 
ry voluminous, and add greativ to the business 
ady too extensive, I propose only to enter the 
?nt on the face of the Consultations and enter 

ok, which shall be laid before the Board monthlv. 
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a the year's accounts are completed. This book 
id veariv account of everv head. 
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few whose ideas of the public good turrespoiid with mine. Perquisites and 
pri\ ileites to tile utmost extent, and iiiaiiifestiv to the great detriment of 
\oLir seiwke, have been so long tolerated that every attempt towards reducing 
voiir immense c'xpeiicees. where private interest is concerned is considered as 
the ifreatest iiardsliip and prescription is everywhere a plea against reason 
and justice, in short supported though I am with a Council and a Committee 
sircnuoiis in the rcMdutioii to reform abuses, I shall only be able to leave 
things uptm a plan of aiiicndnient, and it must finally rest with yourselves to 
gi\e periiianeiicv and stability to Bengal, by the most vigorous efforts of your 
power. The insight and knowledge I am endeavouring to acquhe in every 
department will I hope enable me to lay before you materials sufficient to 
work upon and completely to effect the great purposes of our wish. 


9. As this iiiav probably be the last time of my troubling you by letter, 
with mv ideas of vour affairs, not only the Company's interest but my own 
honor, calls upon me to represent to you that if you do not unite to a man 
in the exertion of vour utmost abilities and in the pursuit of the most resolute 
and determined measures, you will no longer be masters, or ha\'e the least 
aurlioritv o\cr vour servants. Bengal must inevitably, in the space of two or 
three vears. sink under its own weight of corruption and extravagance. 


I have the honor to be with the greatest respect. 


Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient 

Calcutta, and most humble servant, 

ZOtli March 1766. (Signed) Clive. 
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LETTER DATED 24 MARCH 1766 

Fixation of prices of imported articles — exorbitant demands made by 
aipUiins of ships from passengers sailing to England — hopes for large invest- 
nieni in the ensuing season — Dutch opium trade — goods freighted on English 
ships and imported for sale in Calcutta exempted from duties — measures to 
check encroachment of the Hooghly river on the New Fort hi Calcutta — 
Bolts and Marriott censured for misconduct — refractory spirit amongst 
Bengal civil servants — assistance of civilians from Madras — DucareFs loyalty 
commended — measures to prevent abuse of dastaks by the Company's servants 
— forming of the miiitarx into brigades — mutiny in the army in 1764 — Com- 
panx's protection withdrawn from Khwaja Mockil and Johanna Marcat. 

To the Hoii'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Compaiiv of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last adv ices under date the 29th of January w^ent by the ships 
Grenville and Kentj which received their dispatches from our Master Attendant 
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at Ingellee the I5t!i of February. Thev contain 
affairs from the departure of the Admiral Steeveiis for reasons which wil! appear 
ill a subsequent part of this letter. W'c shall therefore now bv the P'-insborne 
enter into a more particular detail under the established heads upon such sub- 
jects as have not been noticed in our occasional letter bv the Admmil Sltrz'eus 
or in our last bv the Gr€uz\ 


First of shipping 

2. The ships of last season destined for Coast and Bav all safelv arrived 
with us, vizt., the GrenAUe the 15th October, Speke and Pacifick the 6th and 
20th November, and Ponsborne the 20tli December. The three first iiientkmed 
delivered at Fort St. George their several consignments for that Presidencv, but 
the Ponsborne not having reached the Coast till late in October, and falling 
in with the land off Pondicherry, Captain Payne found it impracticable to beat 
up to hladrass against the monsoon and ihereffjre thought it advisable to make 
the best of his way to this port, the packet and consignments of this ship for 
Madrass have been forwarded thither. 

3. AVe informed you in our last of the destination of the Pacifick f«jr 
Fort St. George to fill up there for Europe and of the Speke for Madrass, 
Bencoolen and China. They were accordingly dispatched from Ingellee the 
IStli of February. 

4. Your ship, the Admiral Waison from Bencoolen, arrived on the Coast 
the 2nd October where after landing a detachment of sepoys she was dispatched 
for this place, and imported the 26t!i November. \\"e have appointed her for 
carrying home our last dispatches this year and the remainder of our invest- 
ment, and she will accordingly proceed very soon after the Ponsborne. 

5. Captain Blewitt, the late commander of the lidmiral JVaisofij wzs 
unfortunately drowned in attempting to go ashore at Moco Moco. Mr. Money, 
the chief officer, has succeeded to the command. 

6. We were under great apprehension for the safety of the Hector and 
Fahnoiithy not having received any accounts of them from the time of their 
leaving England till lately by a letter from the gentlemen at Madrass. We are 
advised of the HectoPs arriving at Rio Janeiro the 24 th of xYugust and of her 
having left the Falmouth at St. lago in the month of May : the Hector is report- 
ed to have been in a leaky condition and very sicklv, having lost above a 
hundred of her men. 

7. These advices came by the Har court which arrived at Aiijango the 
9di of January, having left the Royal Charlotte at Rio Janeiro the 24th of 
August. 

8. The arrival of the Grenville so late in the season and the uncertain tv 
when we should see your other Coast and Bay ships determined us to alter the 
destination of the Kent originally intended for Bombay and to give her a 
loading for Europe, her departure accordingly in company with the Grenviile 
we have already mentioned in die first paragraph. 

9. The Earl of Middlesex arrived at Madras from Batavia the 31st May 
last, and was dispatched for Europe with a full loading the 20tli October. 
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10. AA’e have been advised from hladrass of the safe arrival there of the 

Fox eariv in September, the True Briton tlie 2nd October, 
-0 Novr. Hardnicke the lltli and Clke the 22nd November; 

after landing the recruits thev vere dispatched round to Bombay, and it is 

pleasure we observe the gentlemen there wdll be able to 
23d Deer. provide them all widi cargoes for Europe. 


ii. We are advised fr<»m Fort Marlbro' that the Royal George arrived 

there the 7th of September with 149 slaves for the service 
12 Febry. \\c^t Coast: the Thames and Grosvenor sailed 

thence for China the 3IJtii July, where by letters from the supracargoes of the 
2iid October wc learn thev were safely arrived with all the ships destined 
thither of last season. 


12. In our last we niciitioiied the arrival of the ■B.rgo frigate at xvlalacca 
in a distressed condition. She arrived at Madrass the 8tli February and we 
hear it is Captain Afflick’s intention to proceed directly for Europe. 

13. Your snow the Cuddalore which was sent to attend the Argo to 

China bv the eastern track, returned hither in December. 

» 


14. Your ship London from China and Sooloo with a detachment of the 

troops from hlaniila put in at Bimlipatam in distress 
the 28th June and as she could not make her passage 


to Madrasi? at that season of the year, the Chief and Council of Vizaga- 
!9 Au<^ufet patam after landing the troops dispatched her to us. Soon 

9 Septr. after the gentlemen at hladrass recommending her to be 

sold as they had no further service for her, she was put up at outcry and dis- 


posed of for 12,450 rupees. 


15. 

15 April 
25 July. 


The lilociiSj one of vour ships belonging to the Madras establishment, 
has likewise at the recommendation of the President and 
Council there been disposed of at pub lick outcry for 
rupees 16,006. 


16. The gentlemen at Fort Maribro’ having made earnest application 
to us for an early supply of stores, the Syren snow W’as employed on that 
service and sailed the 28tli December. 


17. \Xc have laid aside all thoughts of establishing a marine yard 
at Chittagong for the reasons mentioned in the 19th paragraph of your com- 
mands of the 15th February 1765 and w^e must have recourse to Bombay for the 
schooners that may be required for the river service as they are not only 
cheaper but of a better construction than such as have been provided at 
Chittagong. 

IS. The pilots masters and mates in the marine delivered in a petition 

last September setting forth their inability to support them- 
9 Septr. selves and families on then present stipends by reason of 

the encrcascd price of every article of cxpcnce particularly that of house rent. 
Although wc are careful at all times to avoid the increase of allows ances to any 
of vour servants vet \xc could not but comply wdth this request being fully 
sensible of the justness of this representation. Indeed it became necessary in 
order to avert the prejudice your service wmuld have sustained by their quitting 
w'hkh some of them had actually done for a better [sic]. 
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19. The Master Attendant has since represented lo us the diflicnkies and 
impediments he meets with in carrying on the business of the marine from 

small wages the arti deers emploved therein receive com- 
pared with what is paid at the Xew" Fort and otiitr offices. 
This matter lays with us for consideration and we shall be carcfii!! to settle 
it on the most leasonable footing and take everv other measure that niav 
appear necessary for establishing this materia! Imanch rtf business iin 
proper regulation. 


20. Tlie !7tli paragraph of your commands dated the !5th February 
were immediately communicated to the Master Atiendani with the strictest 
injunctions to pay the most particular regard to the raking frec|iieni and 
accurate surveys of the River which we shall take care" is puncliiallv 
attended to. 

21. The commanders of your ships from Europe represented to us the 
frequent desertion of their men and as the same desired our aiitliorirv for their 

„ ^ searching country vessells where it was imagined ihev had 

Q JjAp-r , ^ * 

sometimes taken refuge with the connivance of their 

4.n 

masters : we could not object to a compliance with their request and hope ii 
will prove effectual in putting a stop to this evil in future. 

22. A complaint was made to us bv Mr. Hammond, chief officer of the 
Asia, of his having been discharged from his station bv Captain Iiiglis withoiii 

any warning or reason assigned. We called upon Captain 
Inglis in. consequence, who represented to us that both the 
other officers and the whole ship's crew had complained to 
him of his arrogant behaviour and general ill treatment 
of the men. Captain Inglis furiber exhibited a charge 
against hh. Hammond for encouraging a miniiiy on board 
the ship at tlie time she w^as ordered upon service at Bombay. The matter was 
immediately enquired into and upon the whole we judged that although 
Mr. Hammond's conduct with respect to his treatment of the ships company 
tvas highly culpable vet there was not sufficient foundation for his dismission ; 
but the charge of his encouraging the seamen in their objections to go upon 
service against the hlalwaiis^ appeared to us a crime of so high a nature that 
we immediately discharged him from voiir service. For a narticular account 
of our proceedings on this occasion we beg leave to refer you to the minutes 
of Consultation noted in the margin. 


24 Octr. 

4 Novr. 

18 Novr. 

25 Do. 

2d Deer. 
23d Do. . 


Secondlx of goads from Europe or from one part of Imlia to another 


23. We have not yet made tryai of the woolens received by the ships of 
last season. Sensible of the importance of this branch of your trade, we shall 
ever be attentive to the means of cxtencliiig it ; with this view we determined 

to postpone voiir sales from the usual time to that of the 
30tli Deer. 1765. pooneah which on the grant of the de:emmee to the 

Company w'as intended to have been held at Calcutta, 
having reason to imagine that the vast concourse of zemindars and otlier 
people of substance and credit resorting hither on that occasion would have 
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faken off a lari^c £|iiaiiriTv. Altiioiigh circumstances have intervened to pre- 
vent its taking place this season, we have not on that 
3d March 1766. account altered the time fixed for the sales which will 

accordinelv be made the 1st of iMav. 

O «! ^ 

24. The Ponshorne brought 100 bales of the last year's consignments for 
Bombay which in conformity to your directions hare been forwarded thither 
on two counirv ships having as much of our own as w^e shall probably be able 
to dispose of. 

25. In the indents now forwarded in triplicate for the Import Warehouse, 
the goods for sale and those for the consumption of the place are distinguished 
in separate columns, and to prevent mistakes in future, samples are now sent 
of the particular sorts of copper most in demand here, an account wiiereof 
makes a number in the packet. 

26. The Import Warehouse account remain[mg] now^ forwarded in tripli- 
cate, is made very explicit as you have been pleased to direct and the hallance of 
each sortment of copper remaining particularly specified. 

27. Upon altering the destination of the Kent as mentioned in the 8th 
paragraph, we took the first opportunity of forwarding to Bombay the con- 
signments she had on board for that Presidency. 

28. The considerable supply of 24 laak of rupees provided this season for 
the China investment of which we advised you particularly in our address 
bv the Kent and Grenville will w'e flatter ourselves sufficiently evince to you 
that W’e have paid the strictest attention to your injunctions for assisting this 
important branch of your trade. 

29. We still abide by our former resolution of not granting bills of 
exchange upon you to any considerable amount beyond w^hat has been already 
granted by the Grenville and Kent ; our reasons are as follow : had w^e drawn 
upon you so far as tw’enty or even thirty laaks of rupees, that amount would 
have been so inadequate to the demands of individuals that tlie French, Dutch 
and Danes would have been supplied with w^hat money they had occasion 
for and as much as individuals would chuse to risk by foreign remittances, 
and also the certainty of our being able within the space of a tw^elve month 
to discharge the whole of your bond debts if necessary which are now reduced 
TO 65,08,229-5-3 and we shall shortly forbid anv further sums being received 

. . - . o 

into your treasury at interest. 

30. The xvladeira wine w^e have been supplied with this season has turned 
out very well except nine pipes which w’ere rather inferior to the rest and all 
the casks were in good condition as appears by the Import Ware House 
Keeper's report which comes a number in the packet. We must here take 
the liberty of requesting you will encrease the supply of this article as the 
120 pipes received this season is far insufficient to be shared amongst the great 
number of civil and military servants of this establishment and we flatter 
ourselves you will not deny us this reasonable indulgence so far as the circum- 
stances of your tonnage will admit of it. 

31. The five pipes of our consignment you were pleased to order might 
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be set apart for Fort ^^larlbro' were taken out ai Madras and forv. arded 
thence. 


24 Octr. 


32. In consequence of the 53rd paragraph of xoni letter dared die 2h: 
Xovember 1764, we shall take everv precaution for the deteciioir of iliitit 
trade particularly on the ships from Madeira and lia\e issued the necessary 
orders for that purpose to the Custom Master and Import W'arehruisekeeiier. 

33. Pursuant to the orders contained in the 27th parasraoh of vruir 
commands dated the 15th Februarv, Mr. Walton ha^ been appointed lo die 
charge of the gun powder works and a committee nominaicd to inspect the 
same consisting of the hliiitary Storekeeper. Chief Engineer and Command- 
ing Officer of the Artillery who have been furnished with the iiccessarv ios- 
tnictions and we hope their attention herein will contribute to the improie- 
ment of this manufacture as we are truelv sensible of its importance. 
Mr. Walton has been much indisposed ever since his arrival here, and so slion 
a time in charge of this branch that we think it to no piirpijse to send you 
samples of powder until w'e have .some of his manufacturing. 

34. The exorbitant prices demanded of late bv most of the commanders 
and officers of the Europe ships for the necessaries imported bv them, induced 
us (particiilarlv as ihev fall heavy on the militarv whcise allowances have been 

^4 lately so much reduced) to think of some means to prevent 

this growing evil. To this end w'e fixed a certain price 
to each article affording a very handsome profit to the importers, the parti- 
culars w'hereof appear on the minutes of Consultation the 24th October and 
as we could not doubt that the inhabitants would readily acquiesce in a 
measure taken for the general good w'e determined at the same time mat 
ail persons who might be detected in purchasing a larger propirtion of those 
necessaries than might be wanted for their (iwn consumption or the supply esf 
their constituents in order to dispose of the same, should immediatelv on sudi 
detection forfeit the Company's protection, and further that we should pn^se- 
cute according to law all persons who might forestall the market hv making 
purchases down the River or at anv other places so as to prevent the articles 
being duely exposed to sale in Calcutta. Advertisements were accordingly 
published to this effect and notification hereof given to the commanders of 
vour ships as they arrived. 

35. It is with concern w^e observe that little or no regard has been paid 
TO this restriction and that the captains finding sufficient purchasers upon 
their owm terms continued to sell their commodities at the usual extravagant 
rate. As this restriction has been attempted purely for the benefit of the 
settlement, w^e must request you will interpose with your authority to render 
it effectual by threatening with your displeasure such commanders as do not 
strictly comply there witli. 

36. We have at the same time to take notice to you of the exorbitant 
demands made by the captains from passengers to England: you will be 
surprized to learn that not less than five thousand rupees have been 
demanded from and given by more than one individual. This is so gross an 
imposition, and as it is rather likely to increase tlian diminish unless you 
interpose and prevent it, to the great inconvenience of people of moderate 



letter to court 



fortunes wlio will be in a manner disabled from revisiting their native country, 
we hope vou will g-ive such orders as mav in future limit vour commanders 
to reasonable prices. 

37. We shall take care in future to transmit regular abstracts of the 
invoices and specify in our advices the consignments that may occasionally be 
made on vour ships to the different presidencies as directed in the 31st para- 
graph of vour commands of the IStli February. 

38. We could wish vou had fullv complied with our indent for tent 

cloth as bv long experience we find it answer the purposes of the field much 

better than coimtrv cloth. We therefore request that in future the whole 

quantitv of this article indented for rnav be sent out. 

1 0 


Thirdly of investments 

* 

39. No more of the Barnagore cloths, of w^hich musters were sent you 
bv the Bosca^jjen have been since manufactured ; w^e have directed one hundred 
pieces of each sort, w^hicli are now on the looms, but w^e are afraid they wall 
not be finished in time to go by these ships. 

40. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar have the strictest orders to encrease 
the provision of raw silk, w^hich has hitherto been greatly prevented by the 

want of wanders. The earlv advances that have been made, the influence 

0 

w^e now have in the country, the preference that wall in future be given to 
your business to that of other merchants, with the assistance of Radnagore 
silk which Mr. Verelst is endeavouring to bring to the quality and price of 
that of Cossimbuzar, we hope will considerably encrease this part of the invest- 
ment for the ensuing season. 


41. Your orders relative to the goods proper for the African trade, w^e 
Genl. Lre. 15 have directed to be carried into execution and the greatest 

attention shall be paid thereto. 


Febr\ 

Para. 


1765, 143d 


42. Our reasons for die increase and decrease of the several articles in 
your list of investments, you w’ill receive in this packet, to which we beg leave 
to refer you and we here summarily observe that you will find an encrease on 
the investment of this season, if compared with the medium of those for 
eight years past, of near ten laaks of rupees, besides which we shall have a 
pretty considerable ballance remaining in our warehouse. 


43. The large and early advances already made to the subordinates and 
aurimgSj give us the greatest reason to hope for a very large and well pro- 
vided investment for the next season. It shall be our endeavour to adhere 
strictly to the list received per Tilbury, and to confine whatever increase w^e 
may make, to such articles as w'e have unavoidably fell short of in the provi- 
sion of this season ; a particular account whereof is stated in our reasons for 
the increase and decrease now forwarded. 


44. A demand was made upon us by Meer Ashroff- of CRs. 6,864-5-6 for 

cloths delivered into the cottah at Patna for the Company's 

oArK \fav • -I r ^ J 

" - * investment before the troubles in 1763 and the same being 

supported with proper vouchers we ordered it to be paid. 



^ iveeper laieiy represeiiiea to us an encreasc 

jatcii of silk from Cossiiiibuzar aiiboueh it was inferior 
L received, rhe reasons whereof aie assigned in a letter 

^ c 

Cossimbuzar dated the 1st November and to nie^eDt 

X 

imoditv fliictuarine^ in vonr iii\t>i CCS Uli the G ifferenr 

^ 0 

s, we have ordered the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar in 

* . 
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50, In tlic i9th paragraph of our letter per Ro\aI George dated the 29th 
September 1763, vou were advised that in consequence of the slow march of 
our troops, an address was made to the Dutch desiring them to collect in the 
saltpetre belonging to both our factories during the war with Cossini Alv Cawn 
and that when it would be dispatched down they would order our proportion 
to be delivered us. Their answer intimating that they were little disposed to 
assist our affairs, determined us to use everv means for securing as large a share 
of that year’s petre as possible, and for that purpose, Major Adams was wrote 
to, to take possession of the aii rungs and all the petre that could be collected 
without loss of time. The Dutch reply stands minuted in Consultation the 
12th September 63. 

51, In our letter per Osterly of the 19th December 1763, you w^ere further 
advised that the Dutch had taken advantage of the troubles to avail them- 

, selves of the onhkim trade in so much that we w^re likely 

to meet with difficulty in procuring even the small quan- 
tity wanted for Fort Marlborough. Their original letters relative to that affair 
were forwarded bv the same opportunity. 


Pnrah. 81, 


52. We wrote also very fully by the Osterly in answer to the complaints 
of the Dutch concerning the article of ophium referring at the same time 

for a more particular explanation to our minutes of Con- 
sultation the 3rd October of the same vear as well as to 

If 

Mr. M. Guire himself who was then on his departure for Europe, These being 
the only lights wc have or could obtain on that subject we can only again 
refer to them. 


53. The Chief and Council at Chinsurah having made complaint to us 
of an insult offered to their chief Mr. Vernet by Captain Waple, we called 
Mr. Waple before us who not excusing himself to our satisfaction, we obliged 
him TO make an acknowledgement suitable to the insult he had been guilty 
of and satisfactory to the Dutch. 

54. Upon a remonstrance from the Dutch at Hoiighly concerning the 
proportion of saltpetre intended for them this season, we have agreed to supply 

16 Septr. ihem with the proportion of one third part of all the cutcha 

petre wherever produced, either at Patna or any of the 
aurungs, leaving them at liberty to refine it in the same manner as we do that 
for our own investment. 


55. In consequence of Nlr, Law the French Governor’s application for a 
supply of saltpetre to ballast two homeward bound French ships, we agreed 
to supply him with nine thousand maunds which could be spared from our 
own occasions. We have also at the earnest request of the Dutch spared them 

3000 bags of saltpetre to be deducted from their proportion on its wry 
from Patna, 


56. The commissary appointed on the part of Mr, Law to receive charge 
of the French factory at Ballasore, objected to the receiving it in its present 
condition and made a demand of three thousand five hundred rupees for 
damages sustained since the conclusion of the peace j to put an end to the 
dispute, we agreed to pay three thousand rupees hut Mr. Law^ 
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matter in the light we did as being of a trithng nature, verv genreely 
receiving any consideration whatever. 


iinea 


57. Some time aeo arrived in this River a ship belonging to the King of 


22d Janry. 


Pegiie which had been shamefidlv deserted bv her commander. Captain 

Gibson. The noqiiecla either to take ad\antrigc of the 
' ’ Captain’s absence, or through iiecessitv as he pleaded made 

her over to Mr. Dolben, the chief at Ingeram, for six thousand pagodas, condi- 
tionaiiv that the said ship should belong to him if not redeemed in six iritinihs, 
which time being expired, hir. Doibeii sent her here on his own acciiunt loaded 

with rice. Taking into consideration the manv dangerous 
consequences which might ensue not onlv to the Company 
but likewise to individuals bv stopping all their trade and shipping in the 
ports of Pegiie, we came to a resolution to secure the ship on the King’s 
account. We ordered the Master Attendant to give her a slight repair and 
send hands on board sufficient to navigate her to Pegiic : this step we hope will 
induce the King not only to release the ships if he has detained any and live 
in harmony with us in future but likewise to defray all the expences w 
we have ordered to be laid before His Majesty for that purpose. 


58. As we had reason to apprehend many iiiconverdenccs would arise 
from continuing the practice of levying duties on all goods freighted on 
English ships whether first landed in Calcutta or not, we came to a resolution 

that in future no duties shall be collected on such goods 

as may be imported for sale in the settlement. Our rea- 
sons for this measure appear fiillv on the minutes of Consultation the 9tli 

December last to which we beg leave to refer. 


9 Deer. 


Fifthlx of fortiftcations, htiildings and revenues 


59. We shall pav particular regard to voiir orders in confining our atten- 
tion TO the coiiipleating the bodv of the Kew Fori and that it be conducted 
with the utmost economy : the state of these fortifications are particularly 
described in the Engineers last address to your honors which w^ent a number 
in the packet per Kent and Grenville^ accompanied with the several plans 
required in the 50th paragraph of your letter dated the 15ih February 1765. 


60. It is with much concern tve have for some time past observed very 
dangerous encroachments of the River upon our New Fort, and in order that 
16 Septr. most effectual measures might be concerted to prevent 

9 Deer. their further progress, desired Mr. Call might be per- 

mitted to come up from Madrass to assist with his advice on so important 
an occasion. His presence could not be immediately dispensed with from 
the Coast, we therefore appointed a committee consisting of the Chief Engi- 
neer, the Master x\ttendaDt and Civil Architect to consider of means for 
applying a remedy ; in consequence whereof they proposed a scheme to effect 
it bv means of placing a front of substantial piles against the banks of the 
River strengthened with thick plank behind the piling secured with brick w'ork 
and a second row of piles to be drove between the bank and low w^ater mark 
of the same extent in order to break the force of the water and to secure the 
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ground between tliem. The estimate of tlic expence if done with tealc and 

saiil timbers amounted to six iaaks six thousand rupees, 
and considering that the importance of the object w^ould 


21st Deer. 
6 Janry. 


neither admit of negiecr or delav, wc ordered it to be carried 

O 

into execution with all possible dispatch. For further particulars we refer you 
to the minutes of Consultation noted in the mar 2 :iii. 

61, A place of retirement from business being thought absolutely neces- 

sarv for die President, we have purchased the house at 

OrtT - ^ 

Diim Duni for CRs. 23XHK}. 

62. The Select Committee proceedings will inform vou of the measures 
thev have taken for regulating' voiir revenues and in future vou will be advised 
on this subject through the usual channel of your President and Council 


Sixlhlx dnd seventhlx of covenant and militarx servants and accoimts 

63. The writers of last season appointed to this establishment are arrived 
and have been stationed to different offices except Mr. Faugoin, who died in 
the passage, and Mr. George Bright supposed to be on the Hector or Falmouth. 

64. Conformably to vour repeated orders we called the writers before 
us on their arrival and questioned them concerning the treatment they had 
met with on their passage who declared themselves satisfied with the behaviour 
of the different commanders : in justice, howei'er, to Captain Barclay we cannot 
omit mentioning that the gentlemen who came passengers on board the Paci- 
fick expressed in very particular terms their satisfaction at the attention and 
civilities which he shelved them. 

65. Messrs. Martin, Johnstone, Lewis and Piearce have in consequence of 
your orders been entertained as waiters upon your list of covenanted servants ; 
their covenants properly executed wTre transmitted in the packet bv the 
Grenville, 

66. The delav in requiring Mr. Randall to execute his covenants as a 
free merchant escaped our attention as he never made application to us for that 
purpose : they are now duelv executed and come a number in the packet. 

67. By the Grenville and Kent we transmitted in duplicate such of the 
covenants concerning presents as had been executed by the civil and military 
servants of this establishment. Those which have since been executed w’ait 
on you by this ship, and we hope to have tire wffiole compleated the next 
dispatch. The blank ones sent out w'crc by no means sufficient for the great 
number of militarv officers at this Presidency and we have not only been 

j -4 

obliged to have them prepared in manuscript but desired some printed copies 
to be struck off at hladras to supply the deficiency. 

68. Mr. AVinsley the onlv servant remaining here of the Bombay establish- 
ment, who came round with Mr. Spencer, will shortly return to his station, 
agreeably to your orders. 

69- Messrs. Roffe and Altham whom you have been pleased to appoint 
factors on the West Coast establishment have had notice given them to repair 
TO their stations, the latter is since dead, and the former has accordingly pro- 
ceeded. Mr. Plowman represents that his stay here some time longer will be 
requisite to enable him to adjust Mr. Vansittarts concerns. 
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'0. In consequence of vour orders coiiceniiiiji Air. Baeiiul from ihc 


till? e>tal')lidiineiii. 


Coast, lie has been admitted as a super iiuiiierarv surgeon on 

71. In the Grenuilie's packet we transmitted a list c^f the surgeon.^ employed 
on this establishment and shall do so aniiuaiiy as vou have been pleased to 
direct as well as be attentive that you are put to no more charge on this account 
than is absolutely necessarv. 

e hope your expectations of Air. Walton whom vou ha\e sent out 


in the capacity of overseer of the powder works will be fiiilv answered. Me 
shall not want encouragement or assistance from us, and in case his abilities 
in the business he has charge of shew him deserving of it, shall be promoted 
as you have been pleased to direct. 

73. In August last we received a letter from Air. Marriott, chief of the 
factory at Benaris, containing a representation and complaint against Air. Boltb 

the second, in consequence of his iiaiing of his own autiio- 
* riiv confined a merchant of the citv in Ms house for two 

days. Air. Bolts immediately gave in his answer and at the same time set 
forth many circumstances in complaint against Air. Alarriott and liis banian, 
particularly for renting the mint and exercising the offices of imnieefix, phous- 
darry and ciitxj^all contrary to the orders of the Board. 

74. In order that these reciprocal complaints between Air. Alarriott and 
Air, Bolts might be thoroughly investigated, ^ve thought it necessarv to order 
those gentlemen to tiie Presidency with such evidences as they might have 
on either part to produce in support of their accusations leaving Air. Sage in 
charge of the factory. 

75. Alessrs. Alarriott and Bolts having accordingly repaired to Calcutta, 
were summoned before the Board and interrogated particularly on the subject 

of tlie charges exiiibited against each other ; the Board there- 
upon reconsidering the whole proceedings unanimously 
agreed that Air. Alarriott was blameablc in renting the mint knowing not only 
that it was against the orders of the Board for a servant of the Company to 
hold any post or employment under the country government but that it was 
included in tlie King's grant of the Benaris country and therefore that he 
should bring to the Company's credit the money he paid for it to the King 
together with the advantages arising on restampiiig their specie. At tlic same 
time wu hope in consideration of Air. Alarriott's general good character that 
you will be satisfied with this sentence on which occasion he delhxTed in a 

wt 

minute as appears in Consultation. 

76. In regard to Air. Bolts, we could not but deem him highly deserving 
of censure for the disrespect he wns guilty of towards Air. Marriott, liis chief, 
in taking upon himself to confine the merchant, Sadalloo, nor could lie be 
allowed anv merit in the discovery of the mint beiim farmed bv Air. Alarriott, 
as there is reason to believe he was too much influenced thereto from his 
being refused a share with him in the advantages. 

77. Mr. Claude Delaporte as administrator to the estate of Lieut. William 
Eilersoii deceased, addressed a letter to iis in September last accompanying a 
demand of money said to be due from the Company to the deceased amounting 
to ARs. 20,498 wMch he had been refused payment of by the Cominissary 


17 Febrv. 
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General, and desiring the same might he adjusted ; to we replied that 

on Ids producing the' ordinary vouchers, it should be duely discharged, other- 
wise that his claim could not be admitted : whereupon Mr. Delaporte, the 
admiiiistrator, liavuitj no such vouchers, has for his own indeiiinificatioii coiii- 
meiiced an amicable suit with the Company in the hlayor's Court. 

78. The presence uf a chief and council at Benaris being judged an use- 
iess cxpence to the Company and not at ail necessary for the collection of the 

temporal revenues, we came to a resolution of keeping 
^ Messrs. Marriott and Bolts at the Presidency and have 

appointed Mr. Sage to be Resident untill the whole of the tunca’-iT money on 
account of the treaty with Shuja Dowia be discharged, when the factory will 
be withdrawn altogether. 

79. In order to reduce the hospital expences both in field and garrison, 
which hitherto have been a very great and heavy charge upon your revenues, 

wc came to a resolution to contract with the surgeons for 
supplying all the hospital charges, bedding, lodging and 
Europe medicines excepted at the rate of eighteen so7iaut rupees a man per 
month which turns out about 18 pence per day and 6 pence less than is allowed 
to His Majesty's hospitals in India. 


11 Novr. 


SO. It was with a view further to promote diligence amongst your younger 
servants that we took upon us to make so large allowances to the Secretary 
and his assistants, and we are well pleased that it has met with your appro- 
bation. Upon this occasion we think it would be more for your interest were 
this office as ■well as that of Sub x\ccountant less liable to such a frequent change 
of hands as at present. We would therefore recommend to you to send out 
persons properly qualified and with good constitutions to remain with a certain 
and fixed rank and handsome salaries which with their priviledges in trade 
might be a reward adequate to the extraordinary labor of those employs and 
their being precluded from the advantage of rising in your service. 


81. You have already been made acquainted with the strange combination 
entered into by the servants here, wholly subversive of all order and govern- 
ment, an extravagance to wdiich we cannot suppose they would have proceeded, 
had tliev not been encouraged by the sanction and concurrence of some of 
the seniors in your service : such a refractory spirit arose therefrom as to have 
occasioned an immediate suspension of business in the several departments, 
and this we trust will be admitted by you in apology for not being more full 
and explicit in our last. 


82, The Select Committee have laid before us the reasons which induced 
them to request the assistance of the gentlemen from the Madrass Presidency 
vizt. Messrs. Claud Russell, William Aldersey, Thomas Kclsal and Charles 
Plover. Thev arrived here the 6th of February and have taken their seats at 
the Board, and we make no doubt but thev will do credit to their choice and 
that the publick business will in future be conducted with regularity and dis- 
patch. Mr. Russell has been particularly assiduous in the business allotted 

9 Febrv Secretary's office but we with concern find his 

health so much affected by it that we must deprive our- 
selves of the services we had room to expect from his abilities in that depart- 
ment ; however, a thorough regulation will we think depend more immediately 
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on assistance from England since vuur oiieiiantcd ser’^ams sekloni coniinne 
long enough to be qualified for that iaipurtant office. 

83. The Committee have already informed vou of the >ii>p€nsiori of 
Air. Alajendie who takes his passage in the Adinirai Ifh/lsoK ; their proceed- 
ings bcine entered on the minutes of Coiisiiltaiion the 22iid laniiarv, we bee; 
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a role to obtain our siippiks from the country government at the first cost 
which will be attended only with the charge of cutting and bringing down. 

911. Since our last advices bv the Grenville and Kent, we received further 


minutes from Messrs. Leycester and Gray dated at ingeiiee, copies of which 

arc entered after the Consultation referred to in the margin ; 
too much of your and of our time having already been taken 
up with the altercations tviiich have passed widi those gentlemen, we think it 
uiinecessarv to make aiiv further animadversions on their conduct. 


91. The proceedings against Ramnaut Mr. Gray’s banian being brought 
to a conclusion who in excuse for his own conduct pleads acting by order and 
under the authority of his master, the President, General Carnac and Mr. 
Verelst being the only members present at the examination, Mr. Sumner except- 
ed %vho is indisposed and all those being objected against by Mr. Gray who 
is no longer in your service, we beg leave to decline giving any opinion at all. 
but submit the whole of that gentleman’s conduct and of his banian to your 
decision. 

92. Mr. Parry, your chaplain at this settlement, having performed the 
marriage ceremony between Air. John Johnstone and Aliss Caroline Keene 

^ ^ without first obtaining the consent of the President or even 

giving him any previous intimation according to the custom 
in your settlements established by your orders, we thought such an omission 
not only a disrespect shewn to the President but also that it might be produc- 
tive of many other clandestine marriages which might he attended with the 
worst of consequences, and therefore dismissed him the service. Lord Clive 
soon after interceding in behalf of Mr. Parry, he was again restored to your 
service and wt hope the example of his dismission will be a sufficient warning 
to prevent the like practices in future. 


93. Mr. Drake lately arriving here in a country ship from China after a 
series of misfortunes since his departure from Manilha, we accommodated him 

with the Cudclalore schooner to convey him to Madrass and 
he accordingly sailed a few days ago. 

94. Mr. PoLichon by the last dispatch made a remittance in your cash 
which we have reason to believe was the amount of Mr. Ferrand’s estate. 


12 Febry. 


95. AVe advised in our letters of the 30th September and 29tli January of 
our having fully carried into execution your commands of the 1st June 1764 
respecting the forming your military into brigades. On this subject we cannot 
avoid repeating the necessity of your supplying us amply with recruits to 
compleat and keep up the complement of men allotted for the service of this 
Presidency, which you must be sensible, is of the last consequence to the secu- 
rity of your important acquisitions in these provinces. 

96. For the several promotions in your military corps since our advices 

21st IMarch by the Admiral Steevcjis, we refer to the minutes of Consul- 

og tauons noted in the margm. 

U June 
21st Bo. 

2 1st Novr. 

12 Febry. 

■ 97. Air. Francis Robertson who acted as Paymaster to a detachment 
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gli Mr, Fiillartoii is acquitted of anv ill design in concealing his know- 
ledge of tile letter from General Carnac, he appears to have 
been remiss in not s^ivin^ iiim inteilmence of the discovery, 
which was howeter more particularly the business of Messrs. Batson and Billers, 
who were then stationed at that factory, and both perfectly acquainted with 
the whole traiisacdon. 


li)4. In our letter of the 26th Noi ember 1764 per Devonshire a very 
accurate statement of the restitution money was sent you ; all that requires a 
further explanation is the reserved commission Lord Clive, hLr. Watts and 
Major Kilpatrick, members of the Select Committee, agreed to give Roy Dulub, 
the Prime Minister and Collector General of the Revenues, five per cent upon 
the several sums to be received agreeable to treaty, in order to obtain and 
secure the speedy payment of the same ; but Roy Dulub being soon after 
dismissed from his employment, the commission ceased from diat time, and 
we are of opinion he is not entitled to one rupee more than he received when 
in office ; the remaining part of the commission is still to be disposed of. 

105. It is difficult to trace the true source of inutinv with which the army 
was infected in the year 1764 and which was probably more universal and 
carried to a greater length than any instance can be shewn from either ancient 
or modern history. An entire body of troops, blacks and wffiites wholly differ- 
ing in religion and manners uniting in the same spirit, and attempting a general 
desertion, is next to a miracle. That the number wffiich actually went off to 
Shuja Dowla, and the accounts given by them of the disaffection of their com- 
rades drew on the invasion from him, is past a doubt, and your affairs were 
thereby brought to the brink of ruin. The extraordinary severity of the pre- 
ceding campaign (1763) had occasioned a relaxation of discipline and to support 
the sphits of the men, they had been buoyed up with promises of far larger 
sums than came to their share wdiich the peculiar severity of the service did 
at that time in some measure render necessary ; to this cause may chiefly be 
attributed a misfortune which was so near being fatal, but the conduct of 
the officers on this occasion cannot in any shape be called in question. Major 
Jennings who commanded at the first appearance of the mutmv, exerted 
himself to suppress it at the risk of his life, and he with most of the officers in 
the attempt to bring the troops to reason had the mortification to sustain 
from them the most unheard of indignities and ill treatment ; however, wu 
may tenture to pronounce that the appointment of field officers and the divi- 
sion of your forces into brigades will make general mutinies in future almost 
impracticable. 


106. As the state of our treasury now admits of it, we have lately ordered 
one hundred and fifty thousand rupees in part of the last payment of the 
iO March donation to the army, wiiich became due so long ago as 

December 1764. We at the same time ordered a further 
division of one sixteenth part of the restitution money which amounts to 
ru|>ees three laak and forty eight thousand (3,48,000), 4/16ths are now remain- 
ing which with the rest of the donation money w^e propose to pay off as soon 
as convenient. 


107. It is with real satisfaction w^e are enabled to furnish you with the 
General Books of this settlement compleatly brought up to April 1765. On 
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tills occasion we cannot but recommend Mr. Witi^ to vcrjr iiutctc 
assiduity and care in com pleating the t\\o last ^etts. 


JL? .T 


108. The error in the General Books p<iinted out in the 
o£ vour letter of the IStii Februarv has been duciv rectified. 

«r 


o:jr;i'i.ranA! 


109. Ill consequence of vour orders to be furnished with a ^e^ie^ ot 
subordinate books from the time of the cap^ture of Calcuria, we ha\L- 
our orders to the different setileraeiits and shall be careful I that they 
transmitted to you as soon as possible. 


^ H . t 
i<«. ^ i '1^ 

"eiit 

are 


3d March. 


The books of the Commissary General ending April 1765, lia\e been 
already forwarded, those of the \Iiiitary Pavmaster we are sorry to iiiforiii 

you are not vet brought up since December 1764. 
Mr. Lambert who had lately die charge of that employ 
has represented to us that it has not been owing to any wiifull neglect on 
his part but for want ot the camp accounts being transmitted in due time. 
We hope this is the case and as he is allowed two assistants that he will 

compleat them in a short time. We have lately thought 
proper to unite these two employs under the title of Military 
Paymaster General that in one sett of books voii mis^ht have a distinct view 

0 <P 

of ail your military expences. 


6tii January. 


111. The perguniiah accounts have been formed into a sett of books 

and a copy was transmitted to you by [ j 

112. With respect to the enquiry made concerning the disbursements on 
account of the French prisoners on the Decaii expedition, sucli as w'ere 
incurred whilst those prisoners were with our detachment, have been trans- 
mitted from hence, after that time they lia\'e no doubt been charged in the 
accounts from Fort St. George. 


Eightiilx iouchifig the eharter 

113. At the usual time appointed by the charter, Messrs. James Lister 
and Pitt Letlieiuller were presented to us by the Mayor's Court : the former 
w*as elected Mayor for the ensuing year and bir. Majeiidie nominated Sheriff. 

114- We have also appointed Messrs. W'oodwvard, Keiiican and French, 
to be xAldernien, in the room of blessrs. ^ates. Dolford and James Aiiiyati 
w’hose seats became vacant by resignation. 

115. Having been informed from undoubted authority that one Coja 
MockU, an Armenian in this settlement, had filed a fictitious suit in the 
Mayor*s Court against Johanna Marcat, an Armenian widow, who is actually 
in custody of the Sheriff, merely with a view to evade the demands of the 
country government with wBich she has large accounts, and had therefore 
taken refuge here without our concurrence or even knowledge, as nothing 
is so difficult as to investigate collusion of parties to the sarisfaction of the 
law, the Court though sensible of this fraud, may not have the power of 
redress. We have therefore informed the Mayor’s Court that we think it 
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iic‘CCsS(irv lo interpose our aiitliority rs Pi'esident Riid. Council, in order to put 
a stop to practices so iiigiily prejudicial to your affairs ; and have therefore 
withdrawn your protection from, both the complainant and defendant, and 
turned the former out of the settlement, as we shall the lattei, when regularly 
released from the custodv of the Sheriff. Should such untvarrantable proceed- 
ings be encouraged, this settlement would soon become an asylum for all 
persons indebted to the country government, who can so easily free them- 
selves from any lawffuii demands which may be made upon them. 


Supplement 


24 \larcli. 


116. In the 11 4th paragraph we informed you of our having appomted 
Mr. French to a vacant seat in the Mayor's Court. We have since received 
a letter from the Register enclosing copy of one to him from Mr. French 
wherein he absolutely refuses to qualify himself alledging as the reason that 
he had been appointed by authority a member of the Council and though 

he is deprived of the liberty of actiing, he still looks upon 
himself as such until! your pleasure can be known. This 
is so frivolous a pretence in itself as he was only summoned from a subor- 
dinate but never was sworn in nor even had left the subordinate that we 
could not hut regard it as a glaring mstance of the spirit which at present 
but too much prevails ; and which tends to the subversion of all subordina- 
tion and government. We therefore have determined, to prevent our autho- 
rity being trampled upon, that nothing less than suspension from your service 
shall be the consequence of his refusal.^ 

1 17. For an account of the passengers by this ship, we refer to a list of 
them which comes a number in the packet. 


118, A small quantity of diamonds has been registered by the Ponshorne 
amounting to rupees 40,000. 

119. The amount of the invoice per Ponshorne is ten laak fifty tw'o 
thousand six hundred rupees (10,52,600). 

120- The ballance this day remaining in your treasury is 13,69,012-7-3 
and in your cash chest, current rupees two hundred twenty eight thousand, 
eight hundred and sixty three, eleven annaes (2,28,863-11-). 


Fort William, 

the 24th March 1766. 

[Original per Ponshorne 
Duplicate per Admiral Watson] 


We are, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your faithfull and obedient servants, 
Clive / Jolm Carnac / Harry Verelst / 
Francis Sykes / Randolph Marriott / 
Hugh Watts / Claud Russell / William 
Aldersey / Thos. Kelsall / Chas. Floyer. 



LETTER DATED 24 MARCH 1766 


T O the Hoii'bie the Court of Directors tor affairs 
Compaiiv of MerchaiiLs of En^^land trading lo 


of tile Hoa'ble United 
*he East Indies. 


Honorable Sirs, 


Our general advices of this date go in duplicate bv the Ponshonic and 
Admiral Watson, 


Since iwiting the 116th paragraph of our letter abovenientioned, 
Mr. French has addressed a letter to us on the occasion of his being nominated 
an Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, a copy whereof is transmitted in the 
packet. 


The amount of this ship's invoice is four iaak and sixty six thousand 


rupees. 

We have granted a further sett of certificates hv these ships to Captain 
A'lonev for two thousand pounds being on account of the estate of Captain 
Blewit, late commander of the Ad‘miral Watson deceased. 

‘«i 

Mr. Marriott has dissented to a part of the 8 1st paragraph of the General 
Letter as appears on the minutes of this day's Consultation. 


We are, 

Honorable Sirs, 

Your faiihfull and obedient servants. 
(Signed) Clive / John Camac / Harry 
Verelst / Francis Sykes ' Randolph 
Marriott Hugh Watts Claud 
Fort William, Russell / William Aldersev / Thos. 

the 24th March 1766. Kelsall / Chas. Flover. 


List of hills granted by the Ponsborne for value received of Messrs, Vansittart 

and Plowman 


I Sett to Mr. Joseph Salvadore in full 
return for one chest of coral beads 
^ No. 3 per Kent 1765 

1 Sett to do. in full return for one 
chest GM No. 12 per Vansittart 
1764 

1 Sett to do. in full return for one 
chest of coral GM No. 1 1 per Caernar- 
von 1764 

1 Sett to do, in full return for one 
chest of coral No. 2 per Grenville 


fRs.] 

2,808- 0-3 

6,082-15-3 

4,714- 2-3 
1,229- 4-9 


[£] 

327-12- 0 

709-13- 6 

549-19- 8 


143- 8- 4 
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restoration to all those, who bv their conduct or iiieaniicss, wcie a disgrace to 
YOur service. 

4. That tills iiiutinv was greatly encouraged by the civilians stands upon 
the record of out Goiisiiltations j but we must wait the issue of the general 
courts martial, which are now holding before we can ascertain the particulars 
of its rise and progress, or determine where the miUtary gentlemen, had they 
proved victorious, intended to have fixed the bounds of their con(|uest. 

5. By these courts martial we have convinced the officers, that the rigor 
of martial law shall be put in force equally against them as against inferior 
offenders. This is a doctrine which must be established and take place by 
some examples since not only the preservation of the settlement, but the 
very basis of mihtary disciphne depends on it. 

6. Had not the appointment of field officers been a plan wholly my own, 

I could with justice enlarge upon the signal utility of it, upon this extra- 
ordinary occasion ; indeed it is beyond a doubt that without their assistance 
all the efforts of the President and Council added to my presence at Monghyr 
and Patna, would have failed of success. A mutiny of the soldiers, w^ould 
infallibly have happened and the consequences of such an event are too 
dreadful to think of. 

7. The necessity of obligmg every officer to contract for a time, and to 
give at least a year's notice of his intention to resign, is sufficiently evident. 
The very first clause in the Mutiny Act, supposes a contract, and without such 
a tie any officer, provided he has not received the month’s pay may throw up 
his commission with impunity. You will undoubtedly therefore approve of 
the intendon I have of requiring a contract from every officer who resigned 
and has been restored. This I propose shall be carried into execudon when 
the general courts mardal are finished and I hope you will see no objection 
to the renewal of the custom in England with all military gentlemen before 
they embark for India. 

8. Should it have been imagined that the accounts I gave you in my 
former letters of the hcendousness of this settlement were exaggerated, the 
countenance and support afforded by the civil to the mihtary servants upon 
this occasion will surely justify all I said. There is but too much reason to 
believe that personal resentment against me for the part I have constantly 
acted on behalf of the Company, wffiich frequendy proved repugnant to the 
interest of individuals, was one of the chief modves to their conduct ; and you 
will judge to what degree they must have been infatuated, to encourage and 
wish success to a measure which had it prevailed, must have overthrown their 
owm civil hberties in this country, and rendered them the abject slaves of a 
despodc military government, 

9. Your affairs in Bengal are now I think in a fair way of being complete- 
ly regulated, nor can I foresee anything that can possibly happen to distress 
or disturb them except suffering your affairs to return to the confusion in 
which I found them, and allowing your servants to trample on your authority ; 
with regard to the Mahrattas or other country powers they may harrass the 
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pro\inces, and lessen your trade and revenues, but they never can endaiigei 
vour possessions upon the footing tliev now stand. 

1 lia\c tile honor to be with the eteatest re.'^oect. 

C i 

Your most obedient and 

Calcutta^ most humble ser\ ant, 

6tli September 1766. (Sigd-s Clive. 



LETTER DATED 8 SEPTEMBER 1766 

Treat)' ^d:ith Shujaud-Daulah — grant of diwani bx Shah Akun — fiihng of 
vacant seats at the Board by men of merit and reputation — muiinx hi the 
army — need for execution of covenants by army officers — increase in revenue 
— congress at Chapra — export of bidlion for China investment — restitution 
money and donations to army and navy by Mir [afar — death of Xajmud- 
Daulah and succession of Saifiid-Daidah — inadequacy of allowances to junior 
officers. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for afiiiiis of the L iiited Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. At the time our last advices dated the 24tli hlarcli were dispatched, 
the attention of this Committee was wholly directed to the means of securing 
the benefits of vour present immense possessions. The Company's influence 
ill the empire we considered as sufficient! v extended, provided the power of 
maintaining that influence could be confirmed. To conciliate the minds of 
the natives to our Govermnent and diffuse the blessings of a mild administra- 
tion whenever our autlioritv extended as collectors of the revenues for the King, 
appeared to us the most effectual method of accomplishing that desirable end. 

2. We laid the foundation of this plan in the treaty concluded with 
Siiujah Dowlah, the conditions of which so far exceeded his expectation in 
point of advantage to himself, that we are well assured the Company in 
granting these terms have sacrificed a meer shadow of power only, to the 
substantial benefit of security. The cheerfulness with wiiich he met the Right 
Honorable President at a late congress held in the Bahar province, the ready 
compliance he shewed in paying the remainder of the indemnification to the 
Company stipulated by treaty even before the time limited for payment was 
expired, and the engagements which he has renewed for our mutual defence 
and security, afford the strongest testimony of the sincerity of his gratitude 
and friendship. 

3. It was in the prosecution of our plan of giving permanency to your 
influence, that we obtained from the King a grant of the dewanny and with 
the same -view we entered into an agreement with the Nabob, the consequences 

VoL IV— -28 
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of which are that the revenues of the three provinces being now entirely 
under our direction, we no longer depend for the support of our military 
establishment on the Subalis bounty. 

4. But to impart real stability to the system we had adopted, it became 
necessary we should look strictly into the internal conduct of this government 
and exert our utmost endeavours to restore to a sense of duty and integritv, 
a settlement deeply immersed in the most profligate dissipation and avowed 
corruption. For this purpose we entered upon the odious task of an enquiry 
into the conduct of divers members of the Council, with the result of wiiich 
and of the opposition we encountered, you are already acquainted. 

5. The seats vacated at the Board by this and other concurring circum- 
stances proved unexpectedly fortunate to our design as it opened to us a fair 
opportunity of making some advances towards that selection of the members 
of the Council w'hich we before recommended to your attention by introducing 
to the Board four gentlemen of unquestionable merit and reputation who 
having been tutored in notions of rigid subordination and economy, were the 
most likely to co-operate in our views witli all the w^eight of their example 
and authority. We would not remind you of wiiat the behaviour upon that 
occasion w'as of the servants of this establishment, it being itself the strongest 
evidence of the expediency of the measure w'e pursued and of the just senti- 
ments we entertained of their principles, had not the violence of their conduct 
extended bevond what we then foresaw or could even imarine. 

^ O 

6. Whether any endeavours were exerted by the civil servants to propa- 
gate their discontent to the military officers, is what we cannot directly affirm 
but from several of their intercepted letters it appears, they were much elated 
at seeing the army tainted with the malignity of their own infection. We had 
agreeably to the advices already transmitted home, reduced the double batta 
allowed to the military officers, as early as the month of January ; yet not a 
murmur or complaint transpired farther than was expressed in a very 
moderate representation to the Board from the captains and subalterns of 
each of the three brigades. All was calm and serene in camp, as if they 
rested satisfied with the orders issued by the Select Committee, until a proper 
state of their circumstances could be laid before the Court of Directors. 

7. In this deceitful tranquility the space of four months elapsed, when 
during the recess of the Committee and Lord Clive’s residence at Moorshed- 
abad, the alarming advices arrived that almost all the officers of the army 
had combined, under articles of the most solemn agreement to resign their 
commissions by a certain day, unless their batta w^as restored and the orders 
of the Company were abrogated. To secure their measures without incurring 
the penalties of desertion, they fixed on a period when they had no pay in 
advance, and it was every moment expected our frontier would be invaded by 
a large body of Mahratta horse, fl.attering themselves that the necessity for 
their services at so critical a juncture must infallibly reduce the Board to 
submission. 

8. It was immediately recommended by Lord Clive to the Board when 
he transmitted the advices rather to put all to the risk, than suffer the autho- 
rity of the Council to be insulted. The saving which arose to the Company 
from the reduction of batta was now of trifling consideration when compared 
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danger, wiiliout incurring the penalties of any law civil or military for by 
refusing voiir pav, he is no longer subject to your authority. 

12. To guard therefore in future against an event that may probablv 
terminate in a manner less fortunate to the Company, we beg leave earnestly 
to recommend that no commissions mav be hereafter bestowed, or oflScers 
seiit out, but under restriction of the above covenants, a power of dispensing 
with the same bv granting permission to resign to be vested solelv in the 
Governor and Council. So manv instances have occurred both here and upon 
the Coast, of an independent and encroaching spirit in the military that we 
imagine further arguments will be unnecessary to convince you of the 
necessity there is to support the civil authority \Yith all the power that law 
admits and necessity urges, 

13. Before this mutiny broke out. Lord Clive had for some time assisted 

m 

at the puneah held at Moorshedabad for stating the re\’enues of Bengal for 
the present year 1766. We have now the pleasure to inform you that the net 
estimate of collections for the year arising from Bengal only, amount to one 
crore sixty one lacks seven hundred and eight rupees (1,61,00,708) w^hich is 
an eiicrease of eleven lacks thirty one thousand nine hundred and seventy 
eight rupees (11,31,978) on the collections of the preceding vear, flowing chiefly 
from a reduction of charges without levying any additional tax on the 
zemindars. 

14. The statement of the revenues of Bahar is likewise just come to our 
hands, and W’e perceive with great satisfaction that they amount this year 
to sixty one lacks eighty six thousand tw^o hundred and seventy six rupees 
(61,86,276], being an increase of a net revenue of five lacks sixty tw^o thousand 
two hundred and sixty one rupees (5,62,261). Tliis encrease we in great measure 
ascribe to the diligence and abilities of hlahomed Reza Cawm, who is now 
employed on the spot in regulating the collections of that province, whence 
W'C hope the revenues wBl be reduced to more order, and raised to a greater 
amount than have for some years been known, on account of the scandalous 
embezzlement of the public money and misconduct of the collectors. 

15. It is by means of economy and frugality only that we wish to sec 
your revenues encreased, since they are already sufliciently great to answer 
every purpose of the Company, for without the greatest care be taken to 
prevent zemindars from carrying on long balances and defrauding the Govern- 
ment under various pretences, your collections would soon dwindle to a sum 
insufficient to defray their own charges ; the authority of the administration 
would be despised and the several rajahs and zemindars would assume to 
themselves an independent power, after they had fleeced the people and fat- 
tened upon the spoils of the public. 

16. During Lord Clive’s residence in the Bahar province, a congress 
was held at Chuprali- at which his Lordship, General Carnac, Shuja Dowlah 
and the King’s minister assisted. There was laid the foundation of a treaty 
betw^een the Company and the Vizier and the Jaut and Rohilla chiefs for their 
mutual defence and security against all attempts of the Mahrattas to invade 
their several dominions ; but his Lordship and General Carnac from consi- 
deration of the little advantage the Company could deduce from such distant 
allies, in case of an invasion, chose to leave this matter unfinished and "'to 
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entrust Sujah Dowlali with the management of such treaties as he mis'll! 
think convenient, for his own and the Comptmv's welfare, but he is not to 
conclude any thing nor enter into any absolute engagements nitlioii: having 
previously acquainted the President with every proposal and obtained his 
approbation”. 

lo At Chuprah likewise attended deputies from the hlahratia chiefs, 
from whom and from- the letters they brought, it evidently appears, the Mali- 
ratta forces were assembled at the King's requisition and upon the positive 
assurances he gave that an English army would join them to escort liiixi to 
his capital. His hlajesty has indeed laboured hard bv every artifice and per- 
suasion, intrigue and negotiation to succeed in his favorite scheme, which 
we are convinced would terminate in accomplishing his own ruin, and destroy- 
ing the peace of the whole empire. In a word his conduct has been such 
that we are at a loss whether most to condemn his policy, despise his under- 
standing or abhor his principles. 

IS. With a view to watch the motions of the Mahratias upon our own 
frontier. Lord Clive has directed Colonel Smith's brigade to canton at Doodua- 
ghur or Sassaram, where the Colonel will be advantageously posted to oppose 
any hostile intentions and to cover the Bahar province. This brigade is re- 
called in consequence of Shujah Dowlah's having fully discharged all the 
engagements into which he entered by the treaty and for this reason likewise 
we shall immediately recall the Resident at Benares and every other European 
residing in the Vizier's dominions, that no disputes may arise from private 
commerce to disturb tlie amity now subsisting. 

19. We have frequently mentioned to you the inconvenience of exporting 
money and bullion from this country for the supply of your China investment 
yet we w’ould not take upon ourselves to withhold this assistance until we 
received your instructions : accordingly the Council have issued orders to the 
hlint Master to purchase ail the bullion that mav be imported this season 
for the use of the China market, to which we propose remitting to the amount 
of 24 lacks. 

20. To obviate the immediate bad effects to the commerce and revenues 
of this country of such an annual drain of treasure. Lord Clive carried into 
execution during his stay at Moorshedabad. the regulations of the Select Com- 
mittee relative to a gold coinage which w’e hope soon fully to establish, not- 
withstanding the prejudices of these people against every innovation. Having 
already presented you with a general view of the above regulations we must 
now request vour excuse for not transmitting the particulars by this conveyance 
as our Secretary hath not been able to get up the proceedings on account of 
the death and sickness of several of the assistants in Ms office. 

21. Already w-e have gone through the enquiry you direct into the several 
sums granted by the Nabob Meer Jaffier for the purpose of restitution to the 
merchants and donation to the army and navy. All the principal agents for 
these disbursments have been separately examined upon oath before the Com- 
mittee and their depositions taken viva voce and recorded on the face of our 
proceedings. 

22. Sorry we are to observe that from those depositions it will appear 
how little the Nabob himself was inclined to impoverish his treasury by free 
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gifts and voluntarv donations. The present to the squadron in particular 
seems to have been obtained bv very unjustifiable acts and m^-asures which 
we conceive will reflect very little honor upon a servant of His IMajesty acting 
in so hisjh a station. But we would choose to avoid making further remarks, 
since the next dispatches will afford you an opportunity of forming your own 
judgement of transactions so deeply interesting to the national character. It 
appears, however, upon the most positive testimony that the donation to the 
army was a free and unsolicited present from the Nabob bestowed on Major 
Adams and the army as a pledge of their faithful seryices at the most critical 
juncture and a ransom of the money and effects in such cities and towns 
as might fall into their hands and be subject to the yiolence of the soldiers. 
It is not therefore surprising that this donation should have been voluntary 
while the suras granted for restitution to the merchants and a present to the 
navy flowed with so ill a grace from His Excellency who could not possibly 
expect any equivalent services. 

23. When we have dispatched the Lord Camden, we shall proceed to 
enforce such of your orders as we have not already anticipated and you may 
rest assured that neither prejudice nor favor to individuals shall warp us 
from that duty which we owe to you, our constituents, and to our own honour. 

a * 

24. We are sorry to acquaint you that on the Sth day of May, His Excel- 
lency the Nabob Nudjum iil Dowlah breathed his last after a short illness 
incurred by some intemperance in eating and cncreased by .a gross habit of 
body and unsound constitution. As he was a prince of mean capacity bred 
up in total ignorance of public affairs, this event which formerly might 
have produced important consequences in the provinces, can at present have 
no other effect than that of exhibiting to the eyes of a people a mere change 
of persons in the Nizanmt. Nudjum ul Dowlah dying without issue, his 
brother Syf ul Dowflah succeeded to his dignities, and promises from the mild- 
ness and pliancy of his disposition to answer all the purposes of a Nabob to 
the people and to the Company. At present he is a youth not exceeding the 
age of sixteen, which more immediately and naturally brings the adminis- 
tration into the hands of persons in whom w^e can repose confidence. 

25. Before this time you have probably determined the fate of the inland 
trade in salt, betel and tobacco, whether it may be continued under the regula- 
tions w^e have established or totally to be relinquished by your servants? We 
shall therefore only observe on^this occasion that certain amendments are 
now proposed by the President and adopted by the Select Committee which 
we think will remove every inconvenience observed in the present establish- 
ment of that trade, and secure to the Company the powTr of rewarding or 
punishing their servants according to the degree of their merit or misconduct. 

26. We are further to inform vou that the Committee nominated by us 
to inspect the conduct of the several departments at the Presidency have 
entered upon the duty of their appointment. They have in consequence 
framed divers regulations w^hich w^e think well calculated to promote your 
interest as they are conducive to the order and despatch of business for which 
reason we propose carrying them into execution with all convenient expedition. 

27. From observing the great increase in the expences of Imng in Cal- 
cutta, the Committee of Inspection have pushed their regulations to a refor- 
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mation of the police of the settlement. From the general inattention of late 
years to this object, the articles of diet, wages, house rent. &c. have risen so 
exorbitantly that your allowance to junior servants is very inadequate to their 
necessary and unavoidable expences ; and this we consider as the reason whv 
they have hitherto been indulged with larger salaries than vou approve, annex- 
ed to their several employments. In the present iioiirishing >irua:inn of your 
affairs, w^e should apprehend their appointments ought to afford them a decent 
and sufficient maintenance : enough to preserve them against everv attempt 
to meanness and dishonesty, but toc) little to sup|XjrT them in profusion and 
extravagance. 


W'e have the honor to be with great respect 

Hon'blc Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
Fort William, (Signed^ Clive /' John Carnac 

September Sth, 1766. H, Verelsi. 
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Constriiclion of marine yard at Chitiagfmg — price control of necessaries 
imported from England — investment at aurangs to be under charge of 
giimashtas rather than junior servants — avoidance of disputes zviih the Dutch 
— Company and ?smd:ab of Bengal io pay equally to seilie claims of the fagat 
Seths — payment of fifty lakhs by Skujaud-Daulah in accordance with the treaty 
— obelisk at Patna in memory of those massacred in 1763 — dismissal mid 
deportation of Sir Robert Fletcher and others for agitating against abolition 
of double batta — ail army officers execute covenants — Clivers fund for mili- 
tary invalids — Nawah of Bengal to pay for military expenses entailed in revenue 
collection and defence of his territories — Governor of Bengal executes penal 
bond restricting his private trade — Marriott asked to pay to the Campnuy 
amount paid to Shah Alam for farming mint at Benares. 


To the Honffile the Court of Directors for affairs of the Honffile United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. We had the opportunity of addressing a short letter to you of the 6ih 
September by "the Dord Camden which w'as renimed to the Coast for their 
October dispatch. The Cruttenden now proceeds with a complete lading 
ffom hence and we shall bv her enter into a detail of the occurrences of this 
Presidency since our address of the 24th March under the established heads 
per Ponsborne and Admiral Watson, and at the same time reply to your several 
leriers of this season the receipt whereof w^e acknowledge by the Camden^ 
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Firs! of shipping 

2. We therein advised von of the safe arrival of all the ships appointed 
this season for our side of India except the Pigot for Coast and Bay which 
arrived at Madras the 19t}i of August and sailed from thence for this place 
the 20th September with orders to call at hlasulipatam with stores. Having 
learned she had left that place the 6th of October we were in daily expectation 
of her but we ha\'e since bv private advices heard of her being put back to 
hladras. 

3. Of the three Bombay ships to call at Madras with troops for this 
Presidency we find by a letter from the gentlemen there dated the 20th Septem- 
ber that the Anson and Speaker were arrived. We shall have occasion for 
five ships to carry home the investments of this Presidency and we understand 
that they have full cargoes for three ships from the Coast : eight ships there- 
fore are required for the investments of the two settlements and as you destined 
seven only this season for the Coast and Bav, we have concerted measures with 
the other two Presidencies to provide for so great a deficiency of tonnage in 
consequence of which the President and Council at Bombay have come to 
the resolution of sending round to us the Duke of Albany and Nottingham 
from their side ; and the gentlemen at Madras have advised us of their intention 
to send on to us the Anson and Devonshire. If the four Bombay ships above 
mentioned and the Pigot arrive safely with us, we shall have seven ships in- 
cluding the Britannia and Cruttenden now in Bengal, and 

Cons. 20 October, in that case we shall provide the gentlemen at Madras with 

all the tonnage they have desired, that is, two ships besides 
the Lord Camden already returned to the Coast. But should we be disappoint- 
ed of one of the ships from Madras and Bombay, we shall not be able to 
spare above one and a half for Madras besides th*e Cajnden as we cannot 
possibly do with less than four and a half vvithout exposing too much of 
the Company’s property upon one bottom. 

4- The President and Council at Fort St. George have recommended that 
one of the ships to be sent to their Presidency be ordered to call at Pegue for 
a cargo of timber and plank provided she could be dispatched in time to 
prosecute that voyage and arrive with them by the 20th of February at farthest. 
As our last advices from Pegue inform us that no timbers were then come 
down from the country, we do not think it possible for this measure to be 
effected without putting the arrival of the ship at Madras to a risk we ought 
not to run considering how much we are straitened for tonnage for our Europe 
cargoes : of this we have acquainted the Madras Presidency and that we shall 
therefore dispatch the ships to them directly from hence. 

5, We have had no accounts of any more of the Falmouth's people shiec 
our advices to you by the Lord Camden of the unfortunate loss of that ship. 
Our proceedings in the course of the enquiry into the conduct of Captain 
Hepburn together with his defence are entered in a book apart which comes 
a number in our packet, whereto we beg leave to refer. Captain Hepburn 
having had notice given him that he cannot on any account whatever be 
suffered to remain in India, we shall take care that he return to England in 
one of the ships of this season. 
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6. Our suspicions that Captain ^lassev of the Hector had been guiltv 
of the like unwarrantable practises with respect to illicit trade have been 
equally well founded, the President and Council at ^iadras having informed 
us that thev had taken out of her the unlicensed iiood> >hinped at St. laito 
and Rio Janeiro, when thev protested against the captain and ni\Txr> and 
discharged that ship. 

7. By the Lord Camden we communicated to vou the lesiik of our en- 
quiries into the conduct of Captain Bcnvland of the Cruttenden as wtdl with 
respect to the information given of his being suspected to have taken on board 
unlicensed goods in the Channel, as into the circumstances of his having 
deviated from the destinadon of his vovage hv coming on to Bengal without 
first calling at Madras. Captain Bowland has been acquitted in both cases, 
and we have only further to refer vou to our proceedings therein which appear 
on the face of our Consultations : at the same time to assure vou that no er*- 
deavours shall be wanting on our part for effectiiallv discovering and of seizing 
all illicit trade whatever conformabiv to voiir repeated injunctions on that 


8. Your 

Cons. 26 May 
16 June. 


sloop the Thresher arrived here from Xattal in May last, as 
she would not answer for the service of the West Coast, 
and being equaliv unfit for this River she was sold at public 
outcry for twelve hundred and one current rupees. 


9. Mr. Verelst in reply to vour remarks on the dearness of the schooners 
built at Chittagong informs us that on his appointment to the charge of that 
province he had reason to believe from the quality and quantity of timber 
said to be procurable there, that a marine yard might be established much 
to the advantage of the public. He therefore engaged in his service ship- 
builders and other artificers at Calcutta necessary for conducting such a work, 
determining to try the experiment at his own expense and risk before he 
recommended it to the Board, for there being no workmen in that part of 
the country those whom he engaged he was obliged to pay very high wrages 
to (even double what is paid either at Calcutta or Bombay) relying on the 
expectation of inducing the people of the province to qualify themselves in 
the respective branches of the business bv keeping them employed under the 
others directions, and thereby shortly be enabled to reduce one of the heaviest 
parts of the expense. All materials whatever timber excepted he was neces- 
sitated to have from Calcutta, the exorbitant price of which when the schooners 
were built may be easily known by a reference to a price of those articles in 
Calcutta at that time, as well as the very extraordinary expense and risk 
attending the transportation so great a distance. These circumstances un- 
avoidably run up the actual charge of building them to the sum of 
D.M.Rs. 32,893-9-0 on which in lieu of interest on the several payments thereof 
together with risk and damages is charged D.Af.Rs. 2,297-10-11 wltich is not 
7 per cent on their cost and we are assured it was never his intention to derive 
anv advantages to himself from marine yard at Chittagong, but that Ms motive 
was only to promote a work wtiich lie judged would tend to a general utility 
in effecting of which a large part of his fortune for a long time suffered consi- 
derably and which he will readily give proof of by an inspection of the 
original books of that concern, if required. 
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10. Mr. Wliiteliill at Bandermalanka made offers lately to contract for 

schooners not exceeding one hundred tons that should be strong 

and fit for the river service and equipped with all appur- 

tcnances at the rate of A.R^. 13,000 each. As the vessels 

that have been built there bore a good character and appeared to be much 

cheaper than those sent round from Bombay which we have always been 

under the iiecessitv of finding in stores here, we acceded to his proposal and 

sent him a plan for their construction which had been delivered in bv our 

Master Attendant. Mr. Wliitehill made his objections to 

II September enclosed a draft of two schooners he had at 

Li September, t i i i i -r^ 

that time upon the stocks intended to be sent to Bengal 

when wc shall he the better able to form a judgement whether they will answer 

our purpose. 


I July. 


11. The Master Attendant after his return from his search down the 
River in quest of the Fnhuoiith whereof tve accpiainted you in our letter per 

Lord Camden, laid before us a sketch of the several places 
and channels he had been at, having reason to believe the 
passage by Channel Creek to be the safest for ships going out of the River in 
the months of March and April. We have directed and are novr prosecuting 
a survey thereof, the northerly monsoon being set in, and should it answer 
Qur expectations, the discovery will prove of the greatest ntilitv- 

12. After the Ponsborne had sailed out of the River on her return to 

Europe in h larch last, information w^as given of her having 
21 April aground w^hile in charge of Mr. Peter Persoon, 

the pilot. A court of enquiry was immediately ordered to 
examine into his conduct, and he w^as adjudged so far culpable, as to be 

reduced from the rank of a first to that of a second pilot, 
such an example w^as thought necessary not only as a 
punishment to Mr. Persoon but that it might have a proper influence on the 

conduct of others who may be entrusted with a charge 

J O 

of so much importance and he has since on account of his 
age and infirmities been permitted to resign the service. 


12 May 


20 JVlav. 


13. hlr. Grant, the pilot who w^as dismissed the service for neglect on 
Genl. Letter from Wmchelsea^ and whom you had directed to be 


England, 
and 6. 


Paras. 


5 restored, died some time before the receipt of your 
orders. 


14. Our Master Attendant made a regular and careful survey of the 
River in May last by w^hich it appeared to be in a better state than the preceding 
year, several of the channels having a greater depth of w^ater. This circum- 
stance which is occasioned bv the shifting of the sands, shew^s the great 
necessity of having the most exact surveys taken annually w^hich you may 
be assured shall be properly attended to. 

15. The Dutch had made it a constant rule at the departure of their last 
ship of the season to take up their leading buoys in the river which they did 

not lav dowm again till the time drew near for their ex- 
■ pected ships. As such a practice might be attended with 
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fatal consequences to our shipping, which are corning in and going out at 

all seasons, we made the neccssarv tc monstrances to the 
gentlemen at Chmsura iioon this occasion and liiev have 

O 1 „ 


asioii am: 


have 


promised in future to provide themselves with spare buov< replace ‘^ucii 
as it may be necessarv to take up to be repaired. 


16. The Committee of Inspection having represented that 
ments made of late years by the River haw been itreaiiv c»\iinu' 

^ ^ « lit 

away the banks in rwder to lav vessels and 


the enxroach- 
to the cutting 
hoat> lidtfire. 


20 IVfay 
6 June, 


■ » 

which at the same time is a meat nuisance to the inhabitants 
whose houses arc situated bv the water side, fn order to 


remove these inconveniences and likewise to prevent the danger ai- 
tending all loaded boats coming to the Custom House Ghaut by 
which the collection of your customs was interruptod and impeded, we 
directed the Master Attendant to point out a proper s|>ot for kiying vessels 
of all kinds ashore and he has represented Meya|3orc Reach about 24 mile> 
below the town as the most convenient place for that purpose. We have there- 
fore caused public notice to he given, and are now forming regulations for 
the same which will take place as soon as a sufficient number of artificers can 
be engaged to reside there for the execution of this service. 


17. The Master Attendant has lately discovered and given us informa- 
tion of several abuses that had crept into the establishment of lascars in the 

marine service through the imposition of the sxmngs from 
16 June whom they received their wages and at the same time re- 

^ ^ Ll H ^ 

commended that they should be put upon the footing of 
those emplov'cd bv private merchants who find them in provisions, the charge 
of which would not exceed the difference in rate of wages paid by them, and 
the allowance made to the lascars bv the Company in lieu thereof. This 
proposal appeared so well calculated to remedy the abuses complained of, 
that it has been adopted with some other reguladons for the better conducting 
this branch which appear on the face of our Consiiltatioiis. 


18. In consequence of the orders contained in the 13th paragraph of your 
commands dated the 13th December 1765 for supplying the Governor and 

Council at St. Helena with a sufficient quantity of salt 
20 June. provisions for the use of the garrison and inhabitants, we 

have ordered 50 puncheons to be salted up here to be sent thither by the 
homeward bound ships of this season. This provided the meat can be pre- 
served, will be a more certain and probably a chea|3er method of supplying 
them than bv the commanders of the Europe ships and w'e hope will meet 
with your approbation. 
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Secondh of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

2L Agrceablv to what we wrote you in our letter per Ponshorne and 
Admiral iratson of the 24th of March, the woollens received last season were 

put up to sale the 1st May and we took the same oppor- 
tunity of putting up the copper, lead and tin, the accounts 
sales whereof come numbers in the packet : the medium price on the sales 
oil the several articles appear in the price current transmitted herewith. 

22. Ill voiir General Letter of the 24th of December, the reasons are 
assigned for our being supplied with lOf) tons of lead onlv, on which we must 

take the liberty to remark that this article is wanted for 
‘ ■ other purposes besides military stores but supposing that 

quantity to be sufficient for the occasions of this Presidency, the less sent out 
to us will cause the greater importation by the French and Dutch, by whose 
means the country powers can get themselves supplied and to wffiom a larger 
profit will consequently accrue by the sale thereof. We therefore hope these 
considerations will induce you to supply us as heretofore. 

23. Our indents for 1768 wait upon you by this ship made out in the 
most explicit manner as you have been pleased to direct, and we are to request 
they may be fully complied with, more especially the medicines, military 
stores and such other articles .as are required for the use and occasions of the 
settlement, the supplies hitherto sent being by no means equal to the demand. 
Your Europeans in general especially civilians and officers are now become 
so numerous and the quantity required so much beyond wffiat we have hitherto 
been furnished wdth, that all ranks of men would have suffered beyond con- 
ception, if we had not purchased to a very considerable amount and at a 
very extravagant price, medicines from the French, Dutch, Danes, and the 
officers of your ships. We beg leave also to recommend that all compound 
medicines be sent from Apothecaries Hall, as those lately received are much 
complained of. 

24. Neither hats nor shoes for our military can be procured from the 
captains or officers of the ships, both these articles are absolutely necessary for 
the preservation of the men’s healths and we must therefore beg leave to 
repeat our wishes of being supplied with them. 

25. The Madeira wine received this season by the Britannia turns out 
very well, much superior to that sent out last year, a distribution thereof 
amongst the ciMl and military servants at this Presidency has been settled 
at the usual advance, for further particulars we beg leave to refer to the Import 
Warehouse Keeper’s report wffiich comes a number in the packet. 

26. On the arrival of the Pi got wc shall make a trial of the vidonia wine 
and report the same with all the particulars you have required by the first 
opportunity. 

2/- In our letter of the 24th March we acquainted you of our having 
limited the price of necessaries imported from Europe to put a stop to the 
exorbitant prices demanded for them by the commanders and officers of the 
Europe ships, we are more and more convinced of the necessity of such a 
regulation and that it might be the more effectually carried into execution 
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this year we put die sale of the se\eral articles under tiie direction .jf a steward, 
one of your covenanted, servants wlio purchases the sewral ariicle* fruin the 
captains and officers for which purpose he is advanced inonev out of the 
treasurv and distributes them occasionallv to such 


rsons on-v as uiav want 


them for their own immediate use to prevent dieir Doing munopuiizea a no 
retailed again at an exorbitant advance and he is directed to charge iii per 
cent on the original cost of the several articles in Europe to indemnifv the 
Company for any loss by damage, leakage, or wastage. To this practice it 
has been greatly owmg that so many European vagabonds have been able to 
maintain themselves at Calcutta and even so as to ii\e with splendour 
affluence. 


28. The large supplies of treasure sent from hence to Canton for some 
years past and the last season in particular will we hope fully convince you 
that the utmost attention has been paid to vour repealed iiij unction for the 
support of tliat important branch of vour trade. We ha\e empowered the 
gentlemen at Madras to draw' upon us without limitation until Januaiv next, 
and we are purchasing ail the bullion that comes into the place on the most 
moderate terms for our next consignment which we hope will be equal to that 
of last year if we do not receive advice from the gentlemen at Canton to the 
contrary, who we are informed have a very large quantity on hand. 

Thirdly of investments 

29. By the Lord Camden we acquainted you of our hopes that the invest' 
ment providing this season would not fail short of fifty lacks. The utmost 
attention has been paid to the improvement of the different assortments of 
the different cloths and at the end of the vear we shall as usual transmit to 
you our remarks on the whole. 

30. In consequence of our resoliitiuii to enlarge your investment as much 
as possible* in every branch Mr. Graham, the Eesideni at Midnapore, advised 

U 9 he should be able to encrease the provision at that 
29 September. factory forty thousand rupees. We therefore advanced him 
that sum on the merchants engaging to deliver the goods by the end of 
February. 

31. In May last the ^endeiiieii at Cossimbuzar informed us that the 
excessive droughts last season had destroyed the greatest part of die mulberry 

shrubs, whereby the farmers w'ere deprived of large 

^^^7* quantities of their worms, for want of proper nourishment, 

which they apprehended might prove a detriment to your silk investment ; 
but we have the pleasure to advise you that they have already dispatched to 
us goods to die amount of ten lacks of rupees and we flatter ourselves we 
shall before the dispatch of the latter ships receive from six to seven lacks 
more. 


32. On the receipt of your orders this season concerning the next year's 

investment, the necessary directions were immediately sent 

to the subordinates and different aurmws to take the 

It Ausmst. . . • . ^ 

earliest means for the provision of their respective goods. 
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33. Tlic opinion vou entertained of the appointment of junior servants 
to tile iiiifUHgSj experience lias shewn was but too justly founded. Their 

misconduct has been the source of a number of complaints 
without anv advantages to the provision of your investment. 
Sensible of this before the receipt of your orders, we came to the resolution 
of recalling them in Alav last and have appointed goniastahs at the aiirwigs of 
Keerpov, Hurrvpali and HarryaiL Buddaul aiming being contiguous to 
Maulda, we have thought it most eligible to annex it to tliat Residency, and 
it is now' under the direction of Mi'. Barwell, your Resident there. 


34. At the same tiiiie that we ha\e judged it advisable to put the invest- 
ment at the imrimgs under the inspection of goniastahs we arc sufficiently 
apprized of the necessity that some method should be devised to keep them 
under controui, and this vou may be assured shall be properly attended to. 


35. It is with concern we observe that our having been under the neces- 
sity of suspending the provision of your investment at Dacca and Cossini- 

buzar in May 1764 should be considered by you as a measure 

GenL Lre. 24th preiudicial to vour interest. On a review of the state of 
Deer. 1765 para. 16 . t J - • i ^ i r j 

your affairs at that period it appears that we were obliged 

to di\crt the funds intended for the investment, to the support of the army in 

the field when everything was at stake and on which the very being of the 

Company’s affairs in Bengal then depended. 

36. We hope there is no need of repeating our assurances that our best 

endeavours shall be exerted for the extending and im- 
Do. para. 18. proving your investment wiiicli will now become a branch 
of so much importance and we shall take care as you have been pleased to re- 
commend, to confine as far as possible within the circle of our own possessions. 


37. The Committee of Auriings in June last reported to us that the muster 
cloths from Santipore aiirung turned out so very bad both in quality and 

price that there was no prospect of making any purchases 
there this season with advantage to the hon’ble Company. 
We therefore came to a resolution of encreasing the investments at Keerpoy 
and Hurrypaul, and to suspend any further purchases at Santipore aurung, 
until we could discover the true cause of these complaints, for which purpose 
we directed Messrs. Hawkins and Delaport to proceed thither in order to 
make the strictest enquiry into the same. 

38. The gentlemen at Chittagong have experienced some difficulties in 
their purchases of the chuheza baftaes from the great increase of price given 

for this assortment of cloth by the French at Jugdea 
^ but notwithstanding these impediments we hope they 

will not fall short of your orders. 


39. Our saltpetre investment this season with what remained in our 
godowns of the last year’s provision, will we reckon amount to about one 

hundred and fifteen thousand maunds ; of this we have 
Ij Au^st. agreed to set apart 20,000 maunds for the supply of the 

Dutch and 15,000 maunds for the French and have come to the resolution 
of sending the following supplies to the other two presidencies vizt. 



NOVEMBER Um 


4 


To Aladrab 

for tlic use of the settieiiieut 
for 3 ships to Europe 


To Bombay 

for the use of the settlement 
for 3 ships to Europe 







u. i „*j 




20 June. 


and 'vve siiail lade on board the ships in tend td to 
dispatched from hence 22,1)1)11 maunds. 


40. W c shall be careful that the quantity of opium required for vo 
investment shall be provided before anv purchases are suffered to be made i 


itl 

cl 


'id 

4t 
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a scruuir 


i2 Mav 
26 Do\ 

8 June. 

coiiiplaiiiiiig 


\Vc liavc therefore informed them that when they can mark out 
to us aiiv real grievances they may depend on having ail the 
satisfaction in our power, in short we cannot but be of 
opinion that both Dutch and French follow an old trite 
maxim, practised by the former time out of mind, that of 
without cause, to prevent cause being given of complaint. 


44. The Dutch have iatelv laid claim to a piece of ground at Bailasore 
that wTis occupied by our Resident. From the informations obtained by his 

means it is far from being clear that they have any 
right thereto, but we thought it a matter of too little 
consequence to become the subject of dispute and therefore 
ordered it to be delivered up to them. 


3 2Vlay 
1 September. 


45. In consequence of the lltli article of the late treaty of peace M. Law- 
lias been put in possession of such ground as they heretofore held in Chuprali, 
T March Siiigiiia, Futwaii and Ponerack in the provmce of Bahar. 

11 September Orders have also been given to our commissary to deliver 

13 October. up to them a small piece of ground they formerly possessed 

at Begum Serah near Patna, but the act has not yet passed as the 
coiiiniissary on the part of die French has objected to the manner in which 
it is to be worded and says that he waits the orders of M. Law before he 
can sign it. 


46. The French have also laid claim to a spot of land they pretend 
to have possessed at the beginning of the year 1749 at Goualpara on the 
road from Dacca to Assam and to another in the provmce of Chittagong, 
in answer to wiiicli \\t have acquainted M. Law, they cannot be put in posses- 
sion diereof untill proofs can be produced of dreir having actually enjoyed 
diem in 1749. 


47. Under the second head we have mentioned the portions of salt petre 
allotted the Dutch and French this season : the former are dissatisfied with 

• the share set apart for dieni alledging it is insufficient for 
"9 September. their occasions and w’ould prove to us that it is reasonable 
and expected by their employers that they should enjoy the same privileges 
in that branch with ourselves. We have replied that it is both reasonable and 
equitable they should bear a part with us to supply the French who are equally 
entitled widi them to a proportion of this article. We have however assured 
them that if at the end of the season we can spare them a further quantity 
without distressing ourselves, they may depend on it. 


48. In our address per Ponsbornc and Admiral Watson dated the 24th 
iSlardi last we gave the explanations you required with respect to the com- 
plaints made by the Dutch on die subject of their opium 
29 September. trade. This branch will hereafter be regulated and con- 
ducted dirough die channel of the country government, at which the Dutch 
are in some degree alarmed, lest they should not have influence enough to 
procure the quantity required for their occasions. But we have assured them 
that we shall use our influence with the government for their being supplied 
with this article at the same rates that are paid by your servants that they 
may have no cause to complain. 
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49. W’e acquainted voii bv the Lord Carfuka uf ilic kciiUi l;I :1x Nabob 

X lit m 

Najuni-ul Dowla on the 8tii of May and of iih being siiteteded in the 

subadarry by his next brother Syf«0 Do'^tiali, The rieat:e\> 
1*^ siibsisiiiig between die late Nabob and the Conipimv ha\e 

i3 jDo. been ratified and ccjiifirmed and a new one entered int«j 

- June with the Nabob S\i-0 Dcnvlali^ whieli lia& been executed 

^ in four copies, one of which makes a number in thi^ packet. 

51). immediately after the Mispatch of tiic Pousbtjriic and dfiaufrui 
U'atson ill March, Lord Clive and General Caniac &et out for the city lu 
settle a plan for the collection of the re\eiiues and for oilier pu^pyse^ u£ wiiidi 
you will no doubt receive advice from the Select Coiiiminee. Soon after the 
arrival of his Lordship and of the General at Mootaglieei we received a letter 
from them and Mr. Sykes acc|uaiiinng us that the two Scats, sons of those who 
were cut off bv Cossim Aii Cawn- on account of tlieir auachnient to the Eiiitiisii 
Company had laid before them a claim amounting to between fifty and sixty 
lacks of rupees, thirty of which having been lent to the zemiIldar^, thev did not 
think the Government answ'erabie for, but that their claim of twenty one lacks 

tt 

lent to the Nabob Meet Jaffier for the support of his and the English arm\u 
they were of opinion was just and reasonable : liowewer. as it would be incon- 
sistent with equity now that the revenues of the country are appropriated to 
the Company to expect that the Nabob should pay the wiioie, they proposed 
that the said sum should be discharged by the Company and the Nabob in 
ec|ual payments within the space of ten years vizi, one lack of rupees each per 
annum for the first nine years and one lack and a half each for the tenth or 
last year. t could not but acquiesce in die justness of this proposal and 
make no doubt but you will approve the same. 





















450 


LETTEIi TO COURT 


provinces and wn hope a little time will reconcile it to the natives. A consi- 
derable Cjiiantitv of this coin has already been issued from the mint and 
we are endeavoring to introduce it both in our civil and military departments. 


Gcnl. Lre, I9i!i 
Feb. 


25 Augiiiit, 


54. Your remarks respecting the mint have been communicated to our 
Assay Master who will by the next opportunity furnish you with such observa- 
tions as have occurred to him in the progress of that 
business since his new regulations. The coins sent to Europe 
to be assayed at the Tower are indiscriminatelv taken from 

the different species* and we must in justice to Mr. Campbell, our present Assay 
Master, assure vou that his conduct in the management of your mint has 
been to our entire approbation. 

55. The preventing the country powers from being supplied with small 
arms and miliiarv stores is now become an object of very serious consequence 

but although every precaution to that end has been taken 
on our part, this evil is not yet effectually remedied as we 
find they still make tlieir way to Agra and into Sujah Dowdah’s country by 
means of the Morattoes who are furnished with large quantities from the 
Malabar Coast. We have therefore recommended to the consideration of 
the gentlemen at Bombay the falling on some means to prevent the same. 

56. The country government seconding our endeavors to put a stop to 
the importation of military stores, a quantity lately brought on a Danish ship 

was stopped by the Phouzdar of Hughly in consequence of 
5 September. orders on which the Right Honorable the President 

received a letter from the Governor of Fredericknagore informing liim these 
stores had been indented for long before the order ^vas issued for prohibiting 
^ their sale and representing that it would therefore be a 

“0 hardship if the Danish Company w^ere to incur the loss of 

them, whereupon to prevent their falling into improper hands, we determined 
to purchase them upon vour account. 

57. Being of opinion that it would be of great use to the public if we 
could be supplied with firs from the Batea country by means of the river 

Gunduc which empties itself into the Ganges opposite 
^ ^ Patna, we have appointed Mr. Droz one of your servants 

upon that service who has directions at the same time to obtain every possible 
information of the produce of that country. 


Fifthly of fortificationSy buildings and revenues 


58. The address of Captain Martin, Chief Engineer, comes a number in 
this packet giving an account of die present state of the New Fort. We see 
with concern the enormous expences incurred by this w^ork and arc endeavour- 
ing to fix on a plan for completing the same with more expedition and a less 
charge than has been the case hitherto and in winch we have reason to suspect 
that too many abuses have been committed. 


59. Captain hlartin has addressed the Board in answer to the remarks 
you have been pleased to make qn his letter to you under date the 1st 
December 1764, a copy whereof makes a number in this packet. 
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60. In coiitscquciicc of the orders containtd in the 23rd paragraph of 

your coiiimaiidiri of the 24th Deeember. we have ordered 
22 Auguit. office of Superiiiteiidarit of the Bricks lo be abolished 

and that business in future to be conducted by the Coiiiniiitee uf \\’ork>. 


61. In conformity also to your orders for abolishing the allowances i»'j 
the Siiperintendant of the Roads, we have resolved tliat you shall not be put 
to any further charge on that account, at the same time we must beg Iea\e lu 
represent to you the great utiiitv of this office coiiiribuiiiig as well to me 
convenience of travellers as to the iieahh of the iniiabitants, and therefore 
we hope this matter will again merit voui consideration ; in the meaiitiiiie 
charge of a surveyor will be defrayed by the inhabitants from the i 
ground rent they have agreed to pay for that purpose. 


ai 


62. Your directions for postponing the building of a church until every 
other building be completed shall be duly attended to, however, we could 
iiave wished to have had your permission for constructing a convenient place 
of public worship which we think essential towards a reformanion of the 
morals of the individuals of this settlement, the present building in use for that 
purpose not being able to contain a quarter part of the European inhabitants. 


63. Taking into consideration the great incoiiveiiicncy attending the want 
of a proper hospital for our military, the present one being only a temporary 

building in the old fort prejudicial to the inhabitants from 
29 September, situation in the midst of the town and desdtute of the 

needful accommodations, we ha%e determined on having a commodious one 
erected and have given directions for a proper spot to be fixed upon for that 
purpose. 


64. The present burial ground being situated in the middle of the town, 

has, we have reason to believe, contributed greatly to its 
beine unhealthv, we therefore intend to remo\e it to a 
distant and convenient spot. 

65. The house occupied by the Import Warehouse Keeper having been 
surveyed and reported to be in a ruinous condition, has been disposed of and 

w'e have been obliged to purchase in lieu thereof one 
12 Way situated opposite the burving ground and near the River 

" '^vith large and substanda! godowns for A.Rs. 30j)iK). The 

proper offices in the New Fort notwithstanding our utmost endeavours being 
not as yet begun, reduced us to the necessity of making this purchase. 


66. The obelisk at Patna erected to the memory of the unhappy gentle- 
men who suffered there bv the crueltv of Cossim Ali Cawn in 1763 is the oniv 
monument that has been erected at your expense : those for Admiral Watson 
and Major Adams, although orders did pass for their being erected in our 
Consultations the ISth June and h)th September, were notwithstanding built 
at the expence of those estates. 

67. In consequence of your orders we transmit in this packet a plan of 
the obelisk erecting at Patna which described its present state and what 

remains vet to complete it according to the original plan. 

29 September. find it has already cost 56,0(MI rupees and to complete 

it in stone would require 15 or sixteen thousand more, we have therefore 
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directed its being tiiiishcd in brick-work, the expense wliereof according to an 
estimate transmitted us, wiii not exceed four thousand rupees, and we shall 
be careful not to erect any monuments in future without your permission being 
first obtained. 


68. The Resident at Aiidnapore ha\ing set forth the necessity of having 

a magazine in the fort ne have permitted one to be erected 
and directed it to be done with the strictest economy. 


2y October. 


69. Thinking it would be more for the advantage of the Company to let 
oiit to rent the 15 Dees without the Moratta Ditch than to keep them in our 

owii hands which was attended with much expense, we 
determined to make the trial, they were accordingly put 
up to sale and let out from May 1766 to May 1767 for rupees 30,050, wdtich 
is between 9 and 10,000 rupees more than the collections amounted to the 
preceding vear. 


70. By an account of the jemaiibiindy or iiew^ measurement of part of 
the Calcutta Pergunnahs lately delivered in bv the Collector, it appears that 

the rent of them for the present vear clear of all charges 

"i r\ C T J. (O 

- ftepteniDcr. amounts to sicca rupees 6,62,070 which exceeds the last year's 
rent by 117458 and we hope a proportionable increase will arise from a re- 
measurement of the remaining pergunnas which w'e have ordered to be 
completed as soon as possible. 


71, In our letter of the 24th of March last per Ponshonie and Admiral 
IVaUon we mentioned that in future the advices relative to your revenues 
would be communicated to you through the channel of your President and 
Council but as the Select Committee have not yet thought proper to transfer 
over to us the management of this branch, we must again refer you to their 
advices for information on that subject. 


6thly and 7thly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

72. Of the twenty three writers you have been pleased to appoint for this 
25 Au ust settlement the last year, Mr. Ray and Mr. Retson died on 

^ ^ passage and Ivlr. Fitzherbert soon after his arrival here, 

the others except those in the Pigot are arrived and have been stationed in the 
different offices. 

/ j. IVlr. Howitt and Air. \\ ynne having executed their covenants tliev 
are returned by this ship. Air. Hosea whom you have been pleased to enter- 
tain on the civil list, had been employed in your military service, notice has 
been given him for his appointment, and on his coming to Calcutta, the 
co\ enants sent out for him shall also be executed and returned. 

74. Air. Gladwin mentioned in the 45th paragraph of your General Letter 
dated the 19tli February came out a cadet and now' acts as Deputy Paymaster 
to the 3rd Brigade, and as this gentleman bears a very favorable character, 

we beg lea^e again to intercede with you for his being received on vour list 
of covenanted servants. 

75, The last season has been uncommonly unhealthy and. we are sonrv 
to inform you has carried off no less than six of your servants besides Mr. Wm. 
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Fitzherbert already mentioned, n'rf., Mr. William Slieiven a iunir.r mereha.ni, 
Mr. James Ashbunier a factor, and Messrs. John Savage, Robert Biirff*rd. 
Rivers Grindall and John Majoribanks. wriici> who came tiiit the last vear. 

76. In our letter per Ponsborne and Admiral Watson, we meniiancd that 

Mr. Russell s health had already been so niiich affected bv his atteniioa if* 

the desk since Ills arrival here as to mve us little hones of 
1 St Alsrcli 1 ‘ I • ■ * 

bis being able to continue long in the Secretarvb empan\ 

accordingly after the dispatch of those ships he found hdmseif under the 

necessity of resigning it and Mr. Aldersev has succeeded him in the charse 

of that department. 

77. In consequence of the resolutions of the Select Committee which 

!S September ’^^'cre laid before the Board the 18th September last, 

22 Do. Rumbold was admitted to a scat in Council" next after 

Mr. Russell- 


'S. We are of opinion that the number of junior servants now upon this 
establishment is quite sufficient for carrying on the business in the several 
departments, but this we shall be the better able to judge of when the offices 
are properly arranged, the regulating of which is now under the consideration 
of the Committee of Inspection. 

79. Copies of the 47th, 51si and 52nd paragraphs of voiir General Letter 
dated the 19th of February have been delivered to Messrs. Plaisted, Plowman 
and Hunter with orders to the two last to pav obedience thereto. 

80. Soon after your orders for Mr. Huiiier's return to Fort Marlbro’ bad 
transpired, many of the principal inhabitants of the place represented to the 
Right Honorable the President the great service that gentleman had been of 
to the settlement in general bv his knowledge and experience in his profession, 
sufficiently evinced by the success with which his practice had been attended 
during his residence in this part of India, that in particular his assiduity and 
diligence during the late unhealthy season had given the inhabitants in 
general a very favorable opinion of his skill in physic and made them 
anxious for his continuance at this Presidency who therefore solicited that if 
possible we might suspend the immediate execution of vour orders and 
intercede in their name for his being permitted to remain on this 
establishment. 


81. We are and shall at all times be extremely cautious of deviating in 
the least from vour orders, especially in a case of this nature, as you have so 
repeatedly signified your disapprobation of persons being removed from one 

settlement to another without your leave previously obtain - 
!3tli October. same time we are so well convinced of the cir^ 

cumstances alleged in favor of Mr. Hunter that we could not hut regard the 
being deprived of his assistance as a real loss to the settlement. We have 
therefore ventured to listen to the request of the inhabitants and in this ins- 
tance to suspend the execution of your orders respecting that gentleman until 
your further pleasure can be known. 

82, Our being provided with able surgeons in this unhealthy part of 
India being a matter equally interesting to the public service and to indivi- 
duals, Mr, Ri! tiege wiio came out last season with free merchant’s indentures. 
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who is well recommended for liis knowledge in that profession, has been enter- 
tained bv us a siipernnnierary surgeon on this establishment and we hope he 
will be confirmed bv vou as such. 

m m 

S3. After the loss of the Falmouth Mr. Symmonds, the surgeon of that 

ship and Mr. Four his mate, made application to be em- 
ploved as surgeon's mates at this settlement ; their request 
has been complied with in consequence of your permission signified in the 
26tli paragraph of voiir commands dated the 26th April 1765. 

84. The surgeons permitted to come to Bengal this season shall be 
appointed to the first vacancies in the order vou have been pleased to direct. 

85. In our letter by the Lord Camden we gave an account of the extra- 
ordinarv combination the officers of our armv had entered into to force us 
to the necessity of restoring their double hatta which had been taken off from 
1st January last, and of our having with much difficultv and perseverance dis- 
appointed that pernicious scheme, which had it succeeded might have been 
attended with the most fatal consequences to vour affairs. We at the same 
time mentioned the information that had been lodged against Lt. Colonel 
Sir Robert Fletcher as a principal instigator of that dishonorable association, 
in consequence of which he had been put under an arrest. That several other 
officers w'cre to be tried for mutiny and disobedience of orders and that 
Captain Stainforth was likewise to take his trial for having uttered threaten- 
ing expressions against the life of Lord Clive. 

86. It is with the utmost concern and astonishment w^e find that proofs 
have fully appeared of Sir Robert Fletcher’s having not only connived at hut 
even promoted the military combination in consequence of which he has been 
cashiered and proceeds to England on this ship. 

8/. The other courts martial having been also concluded, copies thereof 
are transmitted in the packet for your more particular information. 

88. The officers wiio had thrown up their commissions in the late associa- 
tion being ordered dowm to Calcutta, we came to the resolution of sending to 
England such of them as appeared to have been the most active in it, and 
accordingly gave notice to five of them Messrs. Duffield, Robertson, Wilding, 
Skinner, and Petrie to prepare for embarking bv the first opportunity. When 
the Camden was under dispatch in August, we repeated the notice to 
jVIr. Duffield and hlr. Robertson^ who gave us for answer in a remonstrance 
setting forth that they should be greatly distressed if driven to the necessity 
of leading the place before they could settle their affairs, and therefore declar- 
ing that they could not comply with our orders for embarking on board that 
ship. 

89. ^ Apprehensive that we would not thus permit them to baffle our 

\ cl ll. at w'e were determined (as w^e had intimated to them) that 

Separate Proceed- orders if not willingly submitted to, should be obeyed 
ings isi. Septr. ’Y compulsion, they each delivered in a protest declaring us 

responsible for the consequences of enforcing their return 
to Europe, Mr. Robertson at the same time representing that the ill state of 
his health would not admit of his making such a voyage without endangering 
his life. That we might be in no doubt how far this assertion was founded in 
truth, we directed our principal surgeons to visit him who soon reported to us 
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their opinion that thev did not apprehend there could be a nr objection to ni- 
going on board of ship on account of liis health. 

90. As a dernier resort those gentlemen thought proper shut 
themselves up in their houses and barricade their doors. These means they 
concluded would effectiiailv secure them from the civil power, and as to 
martial latv thev defied it, because they had been pleased to resign iheir com- 
missions and would therefore no longer he considered as militarv men. A 
guard was how^ever appointed to apprehend them with strict orders not tO' force 
doors or windows but to wmch an opportiinitv of seizing them with as little 
violence as possible. Messrs. Dufficid and Robertson suspecting the pxieasures 
we would pursue, had it seems laid in such stock of provisions as would serve 
them till the time w’e should be obliged to dispatch the Camden. In this 
situation therefore thev continued during several days when having obtained 
information or conjecturing that the ship had sailed, thev opened their doors, 
came forth, w^ere apprehended bv the guard, and without delay sent to 
Madrass on board the Ann sloop w^hich had been taken up for that purpose 
and properly prepared for their accommodation. Our letier to that Presidency 
bv the same conveyance requested thev might be sent to Europe by the Lard 
Camden as charter party passengers and tve shall continue to send home such 
others of the officers concerned in the association as appear unworthy to be 
readmitted into the service. IMessrs. Duffield and Robertson at the time they 
had confined themselves in their house as mentioned in the preceding para- 
graph, addressed us as Justices of the Peace for redress against the measures 
of the President and Council. The proceedings of the Bench of Justices on 
that occasion are transmitted in the book packet to which we beg leave to 
refer. 

91. Our proceedings on the occasion of the association are entered in a 
book apart from our other records and are transmitted by this ship, by which 
voii will have a distinct view^ of the tvhole. 

92. To conclude, the contest which we have related seems to have been 
carried on with a design to try how^ far we could and w’ould extend our 
authority, and as it is possible that these gentlemen on their arrival in England 
mav commence a prosecution against us for having forced them to leave the 
settlement and to proceed to Europe, we take the liberty of claiming every 
necessary vindication and support from vou, not doubting but you will observe 
that our measures in the course of this disagreeable affair have been entirely 
directed bv our coolest reflexions, upon the true interest and honor of the 
Company, the critical necessity of the times and our indispensable duty to our 
employers. We must further entreat you to acquaint us as sexjn as possible 
how far and by what means we are authorized by law to proceed in cases of 
this nature. Violent and sudden measures for the sending home a person 
who has your permission to reside In India as a free merchant, might be 
deemed oppressive, because the plea of requiring time to settle Ms mercantile 
concern seems fair and reasonable, vet it is necessary we should know' to w'hat 
time we may legally limit him. Our authority to seize and send instantly to 
England those who forming schemes to ov'erset the Government, miist be 
considered as incendiaries and conspirators against the Company, is w'e hope 
clearly legal, for if it be not the deficiency may one day or other prove the 
utter ruin of ail voiir affairs in the East Indies. 
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93. On our application to the free merchants for their assistance on the 
late emcreencv, those whose names are inserted in the enclosed list were the 
onlv gentlemen who ofEered their services : as some reward we shall indulge 
them with the privelegc of a diistuck and agreeable to our promise we beg 
leave to recommend them as being worthy of appointments on vour civil list. 
Mr. Dvnelv and Mr. Corsar have in particular requested to have that favor 
conferred upon them. 

94. As the officers who came to our assistance from Madras had been 
drawn from distant garrisons after one or two days warning only, and were 
hurried on board ship immediately on their arrival at Madras without an 
opportunity of disposing of their baggage or bringing it with them by which 
means they were almost entirely unprovided of every necessary of life and 
even of the means of supplying themselves here, we thought some considera- 
tion due to officers under such circumstances who had shewn a zeal for your 
service on so pressing an emergency and therefore agreed that a thousand 
rupees should be paid to each captain and 500 to each subaltern which we 
hope will meet with vour approbation. 

95. The officers saved from the Falmouth being in a very distressed 
situation we made them the same allowance as to those from the Coast, and we 
alsc3 advanced 300 Rs. to Mr, Bright, a writer of last season who came out in 
that ship and lost ail that he had on board, 

96. It is evident from the rise and progress of this combination that the 
gentlemen of the army paid particular attention to the letter of the Mutiny 
Act, and hoped so far to avail themselves of the too obvious intention of 
Parliament, as to evade that just severity of punishment which martial law 
must upon such an occasion in anv other country have unavoidably inflicted. 

97. In the preamble to the Act a contract is expressly mentioned as one 
of the obligations necessary for subjecting an officer even in pay to the rules 
and articles of war, and w'e doubt not but you will see the expediency of exact- 
ing such a contract from all officers who in future may engage themselves in 
vour service. 

98. Could W'e with propriety animadvert upon the sentences passed by 
the laic courts martial w^e should be inclined to observe that the members 

Separate themselves must have considered the defect we have 

Proceedings mentioned as a plea on behalf of the prisoners which 

whether urged or not would render their proceedings bad in lawL and which 
should therefore direct their judgment to the side of mercy even against the 
fullest conviction of the guilt of the parties. Our apprehensions of creating 
an over tenderness of this nature, added to the danger of intimating to the 
army at so critical a juncture our doubt that without a contract no officer w'as 
amenable to a military court determined us to postpone carrying into execu- 
tion our resolution of the 9th of June till the sentences should be passed and 
your officers thereby convinced that the conditions of their service imperfect 
as they might suspect them to be should expose them equally with the com- 
mon soldiers to the jurisdiction or at least to the sentence of a court martial. 

99. These impediments being now removed wg have without difficulty 
succeeded in obtaining from every officer a contract to serve three years, and 



28 XOV EMBER 1766 




not even at the expiration of that period to resign without the consent of the 
Governor and Council or giving twelve month^ notice of their intentiun. 


O' 111 id 


As a mark of distinction declaratory of the confidence, we 
safely repose in those few who did not engage in the dislionorrib]e aosocia- 
tion, we have thought proper to leave them at liberty to execute the coniracts 
or not as they pleased. All the field officers, however, having chearfiihv 
the example, the contract has been duly executed throughout the 


i' >T 

i. 


army. 


101. An objection indeed has been started by some of the King'^ half 
pay officers that any obligation of service to the Company rniglit possibly so 
far displease His hlajestv as to occasion their being struck oif the half pay 
list : a clause releasing those gentlemen from their contract, in the case of 
their being ordered home bv the King, would have been inserted had we not 
considered that no half pay officer can enter into your service without the 
King’s permission, that such permission would be of no effect did it niu convey 
to the officer the power of availing himself of it by serving the Company upon 
those conditions which the Mutiny Act has described, and which it rests with 
the Court of Directors to exact and that anv such releasing clause misht carry 
with it an implication that were it omitted the Company would or could 
detain the King's officers in their service though His Majesty should be pleased 
to recall them to his own. 


102. We are moreover credibly informed that at the end of the late war 
and likewise the former in 1748 when the King permitted the ensigns of liis 
regiments then in the East Indies to enter your service, it was expressly men- 
tioned in a letter from the Secretary at War to the Commander -in-Chief here 

0 

that those ensigns "‘after they should have complcated their contract with the 
Company'’ and produced certificates of their good behaviour should be ad- 
mitted to half pay on His Majesty's establishment. This circumstance the 
rrurli of which may be rcadilv known by application to the Wkir Office is a con- 
vincing proof that the King takes it for granted even his own officers when 
they enter into your service, are to be bound to serve you by contract in order 
that they may be subject to those articles of war which His Majesty hath 
been pleased bv aiithorirv of Parliament to make for the government and 
discipline of vour forces. 

103. Wc beg leave, however, to observe that as the objection seems to 
have arisen merely from punctilio and not from the desire of a power to 
coiiimit offences with iiiipiiniiy, we shall perhaps not think it niaicrial to con- 
test the point until your pleasure be known. 

104. A copy of the general form of contract which has been adopted is 
herewith sent, and it remains with voii to establish any other that you mav 
judge more properly applicable to the evil it is intended to remeciy. Tbc 
present one is only to be looked upon as an expedient but as we can here devise 
no better means of securing in the army a siihinission to the rules and articles 
of war, we shall not fail to continue it \ii! your superior Judgment shall have 
suggested an amendment unless some obligatioii of service be insisted on. 
We apprehend that the gracious intention of the legislature is frustrated and 
you preserve the authority to maintain an army without accepting the privi- 
lege of enforcing discipline by martial law. Wc therefore flatter ourselves 
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YOU will with all possible dispatch transmit to us printed forms of such con- 
tracts as YOU mav determine shall be executed in future by all officers whom 
YOU mav appoint in England or who mav receive commission in India. 

105. As a proof that the civilians espoused the cause of the military in 

their late attempt to overulc our authority, we need only refer to two anony- 

^ ^ - 

moiis letters intercepted, which are entered on the face of 


"Mav 
y June. 


A. 

our Consultations : the one written by Mr. Grindall to Lieut, 

¥ 

Farmer, the other by Mr. Higginson to Ensign Robertson, 
and who upon the discovery were immediately suspended from the service. 
Such a conduct was the more flagrant and unpardonable on the part of 
Mr. Higginson acting in the public station of Sub Secretary wvhich ought to 
have insured his attachment to the Company instead of suffering him to be 
concerned in promoting dissentions of so evil a tendency and he was one of 
the last persons we should have suspected as he had distinguished himself bv 
a diligent attention to business and ever before bore a favorable character. We 
are induced from these circumstances to impute his late misconduct rather to 
indiscretion and the levity of youth during the late inflamed state of this settle- 
ment, than to a worse motive, and as he seems much affected bv so public a 
mark of disgrace we are yet solicitous for his welfare, and beg leave to submit 
his case to your consideration, at the same time to intercede wdth you for 
having his suspension removed in the conviction of his being now fully 
sensible of his error, and will approve himself deserving of such favor. 
Mr. Grindall the author of the other anonymous letter, is vsince dead as 
mentioned in the 75th paragraph. 

106. A compleat list of officers now doing duty in the different brigades 
comes a number in the packet shewing such as have been readmitted into 
the service, and the officers from Madras who have been detained on this 
establishment. 

107. The covenants concerning presents that have been executed by your 
civil and military servants since those sent home by the Kent and Grenville 
are forwarded by this ship of whom also a list is enclosed. 

108. Lord Clive in a letter to the Board from Mootagheel dated the 8th 
April last informed us of his intention to appropriate a legacy of 5 laaks of 
rupees bequeathed to him by the Nabob Meer Jaffier as a fund for the relief 
of the officers and private men who have or may become invalids in the 
Company s service, and the widotvs of such as may lose their lives in it, 
unless the Company should think proper to claim and prove a right to the 
same under the new covenants. His Lordship also proposed that the 
President and Council of Fort William should be perpetual trustees for the 
appropriation of this fund in India and the Court of Directors in England. 

109. As we do not conceive such a legacy to be prohibited by the cove- 
nants we acquainted his Lordship in answer that we should chearfully accept 

^ honor he intended us in acting as trustees on this occa- 

^ sion, and as the regulations finally establishing this noble 

institution must rest entirely with his lordship, wx have nothing further to 
observe than that Lord Clive by so generous an instance of his disinterested- 
ness and zealous attachment to the honor and welfare of the Company has 
ensured to your forces the only advantage wherein they have hitherto been 
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inferior to any in the known world, and tlierebv ensured to von, a succession 
of the bravest and most honorable men and officers. 


1 10. The Comniitiec of Inspection have gone through the examination 
of all the offices and emplovs at this settlement in which the accotints ha\e 
been methodized and many other reeulaiions introduced for conduciino: them 
on a proper plan in future, which we shall take care arc properiv adhered ta 
A complcat sett of their proceedings are transmitted bv this diip to which we 
bee: leave to refer. 


111. In consequence of a proposal made bv ihc Committee of Inspection, 
we have eiven orders for the Old Fort to be converted into a ciisiom house and 

O 

to have two piers erected at the waterside for the conve- 
nience of landing and shipping of merchandize. There 
are some apartments in it that will serve for a cotfah to which !i>e they will 
be appropriated. 


112. The orders you have been pleased to give in your letter of the 19ih 
Febriiarv respecting the adjustment of several heads in vour Genera! BocAs 
were anticipated bv the Committee of Inspection when they had the Accompi- 
antls Department under consideration. 


113. The balances appearing to be due from John Cooke, Adrian 

Bisdom, William Watts, Coja Wannis, Rajah Tilliickchiind. 
have been demanded of their respective agents whose 
answers are not vet received. 


30 October. 


114. Tlie heads of expedition against the Dutch and indemnificiitirm 

Ibid. received from them have been adjusted and dosed. 

115. Messrs. Bellamy and Mapletoft stand indebted to the Company upon 
the General Books Current Rs. 2,970-4-0 being the amount of an interest note 
paid them for wffiich thev no where appear credited. On this occasion the 
Sub Accomptant has remarked that a bond of the same principal and date 
remains upon balance under the head of Ramchund for payment whereof no 
application has ever been made although it wns paid into the Company's 
cash before the troubles, and the strictest enquiry having been made after 
him and his familv, neither of whom can be found, it is probable the said 
bond was the property of Messrs. Bellamy and Mapletoft by endorsement. 
We request therefore vour orders whether on such a siipposidon the said debt 
may be transferred to the head of Ramchund. 

116. In forming the adjustments with the books of the subordinates it 
appears that the sum of current riipcCsS 10,91.989-1-6 has remained a part of 

the balance of Cossimbuzar factory since it was taken 

•I 

30 Jyiie Suiaia Dowiah, instead of which it should have been 

wrote off to estimate of losses occasioned by the capture 
of Calcutta in 1756, and the factory have been credited for that aiiioimt bur 
in regard to this we shall wait your directions. 

117. Tlie General Bwks of this Presidency you may be assured shall 

• * «• 

regularly kept up and transmitted home annually accompanied with those of 
the subordinate serilemenrs. 

118. The considerable receipts of cash from the revenues you now enjoy, 
have already enabled us to pay off many of vour bonds and to resolve to 



460 


LETTER TO COLUT 


disdiarec tlic whole as they become due, except in some cases where the 
dependancc and support of the parties is from the interest of small sums 
ill vour cash which we have permitted to remain till the last payments or 
until vour pleasure can be knotMi. 

119. The orders contained in your letter of the 19th February concerning 
the reduction of salaries in the different employs have been duly attended to 

and took place from the 1st of September last, and we 
22 August. 1^^ cquallv attentive to the instructions you have been 

pleased to give that none of your servants out of Council he permitted in 
future ta hold two gratuity places at the same time. 

120. Although the greatest part of the writers remaining at the Presi- 
dency are accommodated with apartments in the New Fort, it is utterly impos- 
sible for them to subsist on their bare pay, we therefore hope you will permit 
the addition of rupees 40 to be continued. 

121. We have in the 33rd paragraph mentioned the necessity we were 
under of recalling the servants from the aurungs. On examining the accounts 

of Mr. Grueher who resided at the aiming of Biiddaul we 
8 April 1 /6.V observed he had introduced an extraordinary charge of 
9000 rupees for buildings he had erected there contrary to our leave and the 
instructions he had received on his appointment to that aurung. We there- 
fore called upon him to refund the same, which shall he regularly brought to 
vour credit. 


122. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar wrote to us in June last of their 
having with much difficulty examined and adjusted the accounts of 

Kistenendee who had been employed as deloll on the 
^ part of the Company at that factory ; but that by his 

villainy in keeping two or three sets of books at the same time, their hopes of 
detecting the whole of his frauds had been frustrated ; they however, dis- 
covered to the amount of rupees 10,454-8 he had defrauded the Company of, 
and immediately demanded of him to refund the same, and dismissed him 
from his office, but w^e ordered them to pursue their enquiries into his conduct 
and ill case there should be a possibility of tracing any other frauds, which they 
w^ere to demand of him with interest on the whole and impose such a fine on 
him as they should think his villainy might deserve. 


123. On inspecting the accounts of the surgeons with the different 
brigades it appeared they had received 5 Rs. per month more than was intended 

by the regulations last year by the Select Committee, the 
10 August. excess arising from the surgeons having drawn the 

soldiers allowance of half batta, which ought to have been brought to the 
credit of the Company when the allow'ance of 18 Rs. to the surgeons per man, 
was established. We therefore called upon them to refund the same which 
they all complied with after remonstrating except Mr. Robert Hunter, who 
for his non-compliance, has been dismissed from your service. 

124. We have lately made an alteration in the regulations for victualling 
the sick in garrison and the field by obliging each soldier to pay two rupees 

more in venereal cases than for common disorders ; in the 
September. former case they pay five and in the latter three rupees 

and we hope this punishment will put them more upon their guard and in 
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some measure prevent the fatal effects of that disorder whieii i)ro\c> the iks- 
truction of more than one half who arc received into hospitals. 

125. We at the same time took under our considenition the verv m’eat 
iiiec|uality of advantages between the head surgeons and the odier surgeoL^, 

and particularly the assistant siirgcoiis pav and 

September. allowances are scarce sufficient for them to siibsht upon, 
and wiio by constant super cession have little or no prospect of bciieriiig tiieir 
conditions. Wk therefore thought it ecpiitable and resuhed that the emoiu- 
ments arising from the present stipulated allowances should be di\idc\l in 
the following manner. To the head surgeon of each brigade * ^rd, to the 
2nd surgeon %rd, and the remaining J^^rd to all the other surgeons and their 


assistants. These regulations were ordered to take place from tiie 


.>t 


Nlovember last and we beg leave to refer to the minutes of uur Consultations 
for further particulars. 


126. Mr. Alexander Grant having offered to contract for supplving riic 
army with draft and carriage bullocks for the year 1767 on the same terms as 
arc stipulated by the contract for the present year and being convinced they 
are as low as we can in reason expect them to be reduced to, we accepted his 
proposal and contracts have been executed accordingly. 


127. Taking lately into consideration the present state of the army and 
the great expense incurred by maintaining so large a force not only for the 

defence and security but likewise for collecdiig the revenues 
IS August. kingdoms of Bengal and Bahar, we were of opinion 

that the Company should only stand charged for such a part of the forces as 
are necessary for the defence of their own fortiffcations and territorial 
possessions, and that the Government should be charged with all the rest. 
One of the brigades consisting of a regiment of nine companies of Europeans 
and of six battalions of sepovs, we deemed sufficient for the protection of the 
Company's fortifications and districts of Calcutta. Bind wan, Midiiaporc and 
Chittagong ; and the 1st brigade was accordingly appointed to that service, and 
if at any time this brigade should be under the necessity of taking the field, 
in such case batta and all extraordinary expences incurred on, that accoimt are 
to be charged to the Government. 

128. In consec|uencc of this regulation wx have ordered the disbiirsenieiits 

of the army to be separated accordingly from the time the 

Company have been invested with the dexi'mmy of these 
provinces and a transfer to be made of those charges on the General Books 
from the 1st September 1765 to the 30th of April last. 

129. The expences of the army whilst attending the King under the 
command of Colonel Smith arc defrayed by His IMajesty who has assigned 
over two lacks and ten thousand rupees for that purpose. 


130. That we may at all limes be able to ascertain the expences incurred 
at this settlement and make the necessary observations on the cause of their 
increasing or diminishing, monthly abstracts are constantly delivered in by 
the President and entered on our Consul tadoiis the last day of the succeeding 
month. At present we shall only add on tliis subject that we are sufficiently 
apprized of the heavy expences that must of necessity be meurred at this 
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sctticiiicilt Ml cl tliRt YOU iiitiy be Lissurcd we sliiill cilwciys be dtteiitive to keep 

rhem vvitliin the most moderate bounds, and to retrench every unnecessary 
chart^e, and this has already been cfiected in many instances by the Com- 

iiiittec of Inspection. 

131. In tile 67tli paragraph of your General Letter dated the 24th 
December von are pleased to observe that the allowance of 6 rupees per day 
each for three Residents to expedite the letters between this Presidency and 
the coast of Coromandel is a heavy expense. Our communication with 
Madras by this means has already proved of great utility, and even the pre- 
servation of the Company’s settlements may depend upon it. The reason 
Company’s servants are not stationed at these Residencies is that they have 
been hitherto employed on services where their attention is required either 
to conduct or improve themselves in the knowledge of the Company’s affairs, 
but when any of them can be spared, your orders on this subject shall be 
duly attended to. 

132. The expences incurred in our hospital on account of His Majesty’s 
troops in India are preparing and shall be transmitted to you by the next 
conveyance. 


133. We have appointed a committee to make a scrutiny into the over 

charges Mr. Parker Hatley is supposed to have made whilst 
20 June. acted as contractor to the army and into other matters 

of w’hich you have required an explanation in your letter of last season, the 
22 August. result of which we shall communicate in our next advices. 


134. Such odier parts of your letters as have not been replied to in the 
course of this address, have come under the consideration of the Select Com- 
mittee from whom you will no doubt have the necessary advices relative 
thereto. 


135. The Select Committee in their proceedings laid before the Board 
the 22nd September communicated to us a proposal that had been made by 
the Right Honorable the President for restricting the future Governors of Fort 
W illi am in points of trade and private interest,^ in consideration of their receiv- 
ing ly^tli per cent on the revenues collected in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orixa, excepting the revenues of the Company’s own lands at Calcutta, 
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong. Tliis expedient was so evidently cal- 
culated for the benefit of your affairs which are now become so extensive in 
this part of India, that it could not but meet with our unanimous approval : 
in consequence of which the right hon’ble the President did on the 1st of 
October before the Mayor and Aldermen and in the most public manner take 
an oath and enter into a penalty bond wLich had been prepared on this 
occasion and are entered on our proceedings. 


Eighthly touching the charter 

136. Since our letter per Ponsborne and Admiral Watson, three vacancies 
have been occasioned in the Mayor’s Court by the deaths of Mr. John Browne 
and Mr. Peter Gailopine and the absence of Mr. Archibald Keir for 12 months 
and a day ; and they have been filled up by the appointment of Messrs. George 
Lear, Joseph Jekyl, and Wilham Bolts, 
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137. As by the first advices received this ^eab^lll from Europe we did not 
find that any provision 'had been made for filling up the vacanev of chaplain 
at this settlement, Mr. Parry our only chaplain labouring under a verv bad 
state of health, we applied to the gentlemen at Madras to assist us if possible 
with one of the chaplains from that Presidency, but as wc find by vour com- 
mands of the 19tli of February that Mr. Blomer has been appointed hitlitr 
in that station, we have advised the gentlemen at Madras that we should not 
be in need of the assistance we had requested. 


138. Mr. Sumner and Mr. Marriott have desired leave to resign vour 
service and take their passage for England on board die Cruttmden. 

139. Air. William Bolts and Mr. Gideon Johnstone have also at their 
several requests been permitted to resign the service. 

140. We acquainted you in our letter of the 24th March last of our 
having demanded of Mr. Alarriott. payment of the money for which he had 
rented the mint at Benares of the King : he has since addressed a letter to us 
on that subject requesting that the terms of His Majesty's siinnud might be 
reconsidered, as it did not appear to him that either the mint or cutwalh 
were given up to the Company. 


141. On reference to the sunniid in consequence of Mr. Marriott's request, 
a copy whereof is entered on the proceedings of the Separate Department the 
6th December 1764, as also to the several letters and papers that passed on that 
occasion, we remained of our former opinion that the mint and culwaily are 
comprehended in it and therefore again demanded of Mr. Marriott the 
amount of what he had paid to the King for farming the mint at Banaras. 


142. Upon this occasion Mr. Marriott has requested as Alajor Mimro w 

- ^ - - - . 




.1 


-L.: 




464 


Uiri'ER ro couKi- 


liitiicrtu negicctcil to be rcguhiiiy transmitted to you, they now come a 
number in the book packet accompanied with an abstract shewing the 
amount of each claim to this time established and the proportion of %th 
thereof which had been paid at the time we received your orders, as we have 
before mentioned. 


144. Lord Clive represented to us that on examining the accounts of 
his jagheerj he observed that deductions had been made by the Company 
for charges of collection which he apprehended was contrary to the tenor of 
his agreement with them dated the Idth May 1764, wherein it is expressly 
stipulated that he is to receive annually the nett sum of 2,22,958 sicca rupees 
ill quarterly pavments and submitted to our determination whether the 
amount of such charge should not have been brought to his credit. 


145. On reference to the said agreement, it appeared that Lord Clive 
is to receive annually a certain determined sum and as this is also the estab- 
lishcd custom of the coimtrv where every one receives the full amount of his 
jaghcer without anv charges or deductions whatever, we were of opinion that 
Lord Clive was entided to receive his in the same manner, and his account 
has been adjusted accordingly. 


146. We have the pleasure to acquahit you that the Anson and Figoi 
are safely arrived here. By the latest advices from Madras, the Devonshire 
was not arrived and is probably gone on to Bombay for fear of venturing on 
the Coast so late in the season. 


147. It is with much concern we acquaint you that Lord Clive has for 
some time past been too much indisposed to attend to public business. He 
is now at Barrasutt where we hope a change of air will effect liis speedy 
recovery. 

148. The amount of this ship’s invoice is C. Rs. 10,00,400. 

149. A small quantity of diamonds has been registered by this ship 
amounting to current rupees 38,805-15-9. 

150. The balance this day remaining in your treasury is current 
rupees 44,77,028-7-9 and in your cash chest current rupees 8,217-2. 


Fort William, 
the 28tli November 1766. 
[Original per Cniitenden 
Duplicate per Britt annia] 


We are, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your faithful and obedient servants, 
H, Verelst / John Carnac / Randf, 
Marriott / H. Watts / Claud Russell / 
\\b Alderscy / Thos. Kclsall / Chas. 
Rogers [Floyer]. 
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\Vc have drawn upon 

you bv tills ship 91 setts of !}iILs 

exdiaatic at 

365 days sight the particulars whereof 

are as follow and amount in ali to 

C. Rupees 4,93,677-15-0. 




To whom granted 

£ Stg. 

To whom pu\£ible 

CMs. 

1 Henry Strachey . . 

500- 0- 0 

Clirisr. Doyle and Geo, 




Quarme 

4,285-1 i- 6 

1 Samuel Ingham . . 

500- 0- 0 

Thus. Ryder and Jiio. 




David Fatio [?! . . . 

4,285-! i- 6 

1 Edmund iMaskelyne . 

500- 0- 0 

Sr. Fras. and Wm. Gos- 




ling & George Clii'e 

4,285-il- 6 

1 Edward Phiipot . . 

500- 0- 0 

John Pliilpot ..... 

4,285-11- 6 

I Hugh Watts . , . . 

1,000- 0- 0 

Thos. Watts and Jas. 




Farquharson . . . . 

8,571- 7- U 

1 Richard Witts . . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

1 x\lexander Jephson 

500- 0- 0 

Wm. Tliomas Jephson , 

4,285-11- 6 

1 John Grose ... - 

300- 0- 0 

Edward Grose .... 

2,57 i- 6- 9 

1 Alexander Grant , . 

500- 0- 0 

W. B. SuiiiiicT tind Sami 




Waller 

4,285- 1 1 - 6 

1 Do. account Hugh 




Grant 

500- 0- U 

Do 

4,285-1 1- 6 

1 Do. do. Joseph 




Hare 

500- 0- 0 

John Guiituii .... 

4 , 285 - 11 - 6 

1 Gideon Johnstone . . 

500- 0- 0 

Gidii. Johnstone and Jiio. 




Gathorne .... 

4 . 285 - 11 - 6 

1 Herbert Harris , . . 

150- 0- 0 

Himself ...... 

1,285-11- 6 

1 Alexander Campbell . 

500 - 0- 0 

Himself 

4.285-11- 6 

1 James Lawrell , . . 

468 - 0-0 

Himself ...... 

4 , 011 - 6 - 0 

1 John Cartier .... 

1,000- 0- 0 

Stephen Law .... 

8371 - 7 - 0 

1 Jas. Lister acet. 




C. S. Plavdeil . . . 

1,000- 0- 0 

Chiis. Stafford Playdell . 

8 , 571 - 7 - (1 

1 Alexr, Dow’ .... 

500 - 0- 0 

Himself ...... 

4,285-il- 6 

1 Messrs Lawrell and 




Graham .... 

63-10- 4 

John Mayne .... 

544 - 6 - 9 

1 George Kiniock . . 

500 - 0 - 0 

Himself ...... 

4,285-11- 6 

1 James Lister .... 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4 , 285 - 11 - 6 

I Hugh Watts .... 

145 -[ 16]-8 

Sarah Bourchier , , . 

1,250- t)- 0 

1 Hugh Watts . . . 

145-16- 8 

Emeiia Bourchier . . 

1 , 250 - 0 - 0 

I Bartholomew Plaisted . 

500- 0- 0 

Thomas Burnett . . . 

4,285-11- 6 

1 Wilham Lambert . . 

500 - 0 - 0 

Himself ...... 

4 , 285 - 11 - 6 

1 Harry Verelst in full 




return for one chest 




of coral beads mark- 




ed IN No. 2 import- 




ed per ship Pacific 




1765 

404- 9- 2 

Hanaiici Mendez 




da Costa . . . . . 

3 , 466 - 12 - 6 

Voi. IV— 30 
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To whom granted £Stg. To whom payable C.Rs. 

I The Right Hon'ble 
Lord Clive in full re- 
turn for coral beads . Ub4-17- 4 Josh. Solomon, Henry 

and Peters Muihnan 
and Son and Joseph 

Solomon 14,613-2-6 

I Page Keble .... 500- 0- 0 Roger Hanmer .... 4,285-11- 6 

I \V. B. Sumner .... 1,000- 0- 0 Messrs. Castells & 

Wheatly 8,571 7- 0 


1 James Nowiaiid . . 500- 0- 0 Peter Daniel 4,285-11- 6 

1 Robert Campbell . . 500- 0- 0 Himself 4,285-11- 6 

i Randolph Marriott . 1,000- 0- 0 Plimself 8,571- 7- 0 

1 Harrv Verelst .... 1,000- 0- 0 Himself 8,571- 7- 0 

IJohnAVhite .... 500- 0- 0 Himself 4,285-11-6 

1 Thomas He\^itt . . 500- 0- 0 Himself 4.285-11- 6 


1 Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman in full re- 
turn for i chest of 
coral beads marked 
AES No. i imported 
per ship Lord Clive 

1763 257- 8- 0 Abraham Lew Sonsino . 2,206- 4- 6 

I Do. in full return fox 1 


chest of coral beads 
marked IS No. 1 
imported per ship 


Fox 1763 

82-17- 4 

Judah Supino 

. . . 710- 4- 6 

1 William Bolts , . 

500- 0- 0 

John Misenor . . 

. . . 4,285-11- 6 

1 Joseph Jekyll . , . 

500- 0- 0 

Elias Brownsword, 
Langmore & T. 

j. 

Jekyll 4,285-11- 6 

1 Thomas Price « . 

200- 0- 0 

James Potter . . 

- . . 1,714- 4- 6 

1 The Rt. HoiPble 

Lord Chve .... 

2,000- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . . 17,142-14- b 

I General Garnac . . . 

1 ,000- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . . 8,571- 7- 0 

1 Thomas Woodward 

500- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . , 4,285-11- 6 

1 John For mom . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . . 4,285-11- 6 

1 Claud Russell . . . 

1,000- 0- 0 

Plimself . . . 

. . . 8,571- 7- 0 

1 John Read .... 

250- 0- 0 

Himself , . , 

. . . 2,142-13- 9 

1 John Read .... 

250- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . . 2,142-13- 9 

i Col. Alexr. Champion 

500- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. , . 4,285-11- 6 

1 Brvan Scomev . . , 

500- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

, . . 4,285-11- 6 

1 James Ellis .... 

500- 0- 0 

Himself . . . 

. . . 4 , 285 - 11 - 6 

1 Isaac Sage .... 

500- 0- 0 

Himself , , , 

. . , 4,285-11- 6 

i George Williamson 

500 - 0 - 0 

Ann Forster . . 

. . . 4,285-11- 6 

1 Russell Skinner , . . 

500 - 0 - 0 

Joseph Skinner . 

. . . 4,285-11- 6 

1 Do. acet. Mary 

Mapletoft .... 

300- 0- 0 

Jno. Zep. Hoi well 

. . 2,571- 6- 9 

1 Do. do. Marv Bodlv 

^ -r 

200- 0- 0 

Mary Bodly . . 

. . . 1 , 714 - 4 - 6 
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To wham graiiicd 

£ Stg. 

To whom pa\iibie 

C,Rs, 

1 Do. do. Mary Bradly 

11)0- 0- 0 

Marv Bradlv .... 

857- 2- 3 

i Philip Milner Dacres . 

500- 0- 0 

Mary Sav ...... 

4,285- 1 T 6 

i Francis Russell . . . 

500- 0- 0 

W'iiiiam Rns.^dl .... 

4,285- i 1 - 6 

i Ralph Windwood . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself ...... 

4,285-! i- 6 

i Mary Hunt .... 

100- 0- 0 

Charles Raymond . . . 

857- 2- 3 

1 John Graham . . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself ...... 

4,285-1 i- 6 

1 John Marriott . . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4,285-1 i- 6 

1 Francis Svkes .... 

1,000- 0- 0 

R. XTtiieton, R. Beedier 



and Smith and W. 

Svkcs . 8,5 i 1" $ U 


1 H- X'crclst accL. Sami 

Middleton .... Ij.HK)- 0- Messrs. Xctlletuin 

Beecher and Rake^ . 8,57 i- 7-0 

1 Do. acet. Waiter 

AVilkins 5(KI- (0 0 Messr.s. Beecher dt Rakes 4,285-11- 6 

i John Knott , . . . 50(1- 0- (i Himself ...... 4,285-11- 6 

i Harry Verdst acet. 

Tlios. Boddam . . . 244- 8- 6 Ihumas Ik)ddaiu . . . 2,5 195- 1- 9 

I Do. acet. Geo. Gray 

Seni' 290- 4- 4 Geo. Grav Seiir. . . . 2,487- 9- 0 

«* 

1 Do. acet. Elizabeth 

Beard 174-17- 0 Elizabeth Beard .... 1,499- 2- 0 

i Do. for Ricd. Beecher 

acet. Eliz. Massev . 89-16-1 Elizabeth Massey , . . 941-3-0 

1 John Holme . . . . 103-12-0 Thomas Holme . . . 888- 0- 0 

1 John Holme .... 160- 0- 0 Thomas Holme . . . l,371-[i0]-9 

1 Charles Flover . . . 1,000- 0- 0 Messrs. Jos. Dickenson[&] 

Wm. Chas. Turner , 8,571- 7-0 

1 Samuel Griffith ... 50- 0- 0 Captain Richard Crab . 428- 9- 3 

1 Wm. Aldersev . . . LOOO- 0- 51 Himself 8,571- 7- 0 

1 John Bathoe ’ . . . , 240- 0- 0 Petr. Midiell and Wm. 

Bathoe ...... 2/)57- 2- 3 

1 John Davidson . . . 500- 0- 0 Himself ...... 4,285-11- 6 

1 Jno. Holme acet. Thos. 

Forbes Junr. , . 5(H}- 0- 0 Thomas Forbes Sent. . 4,285-11- 6 


1 Johanna Ross , . . 

1 Theodora Andionia 

500 - 0 - 0 

Herself ..... 

. 4,285-11-6 

Bodle 

500 - 0 - 0 

Herself 

. 4,285-11- 6 

1 W. B. Sumner acet. 




Catherine Geo. and 
Wm. Sumner . . - 

4 . 798 - 5 - 7 

W. B. Sunnier . . . 

. 41,128- 1- 9 

I W. B, Sumner . . . 

5 . 186 - 13 - 4 

Himself . . , , . 

. 44,457- 2- 3 

1 W, B. Sumner . . - 

1 . 615 - 1 - 1 

Himsdf - , . . , 

. 13,843- 5- 0 

1 Do. acet. Wm. Shrine 
i Messrs. Campbell acet. 

1 . 000 - 0 - 0 

Will. Shrine .... 

. 8,571- 7- 11 

Thos. Dugald 
Campbell ... - 

500 - 0 - 0 

Thomas Rous . . . 

, 435- I- 6 
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To whom granted 

£ Stg. 

To whom payable 

C.Rs. 

1 George Scott . . . 

50<J- 0- U 

Robt. Bogle and Wm. 



Scott 

. 4,285-11- 6 

i Executrix of Peter 




Gallopiiie . . . 

. 50(J- 0- 0 

Philadelphia Gallopiiie 

. 4,285-11- 6 

1 John Orfeus Yates 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

. 4,285-11- 6 

i Thomas Pearson , . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

. 4,285-11- 6 

1 Scipio Cariiac , . , 

500- 0- 0 

Geo. Clive and 



Jno. W'alsh . . . 

. 4,285-11-6 

1 Wiihaiii Virtue . . . 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

. 4,285-1 1- 6 

[91] Setts £Stg. 

57,595-14- 4 

C. Rupees 

4,93,677-15- 0 


W’^c have likewise granted certificates for the following [sums paid] mto 
your treasury here for wiiich credit is given in your books. 

We are 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

the 28th November 1765. Your faithful and obedient servants. 


34 

LETTER DATED 5 DECEMBER 1766 

Proceedings of the Committee of Restitution — further regulation of inland 
trade in salt, betel-jiiit and tobacco and checks on private trade — recall of 
European servants fro in aurangs — Governor granted commission on revenues 
in lieu of profits from private trade and other perquisites — refund of com- 
missions and allowances by some officers — revenue of Burdwan and Midna- 
pore provinces — supply of money to China market — request for adequate 
European infantry for the defence of English possessions in India — measures 
to check possible Maratha move to suppoi't Shah Alam — right of the Company 
to levy taxes on inhabitants for maintaining security — Rumbold’s appointment 
on the Board. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for a If airs of the Hon’blc United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

HoiFble Sirs, 

1. In the letter which we had the honor to address to you by the Lord 
Camden we described every material occurrence that passed at this Presidency 
from the departure of die Ponsborne to the date of the above dispatch. We 
now transmit in the packet a duplicate of that letter and also the proceedings 
of die Select Committee to which we beg leave to refer for a more particular 
detail of facts. 

1. The depositions recorded on the face of our proceedings respecting 
restitution to the merchants and donations to the army and navy are them- 
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selves so explicit and clear as to render any furtlier lights to guide voiir judge- 
ment almost iinnecessarv. The means exerted to obtain those iarse dismirse- 
ments from the Nabob’s treasury are fully declared upon oath bv the prin- 
cipal agents on either side. A committee expressly appointed for exaniining 
the several claims of the sufferers hath already passed their account^. We 
should therefore apprehend that the question now to be determined is not 
whether the losses of indhiduals have been fairly stated, but whether the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier could justly he made accountable for losses consequent on 
a war of which he was not the author and also whether you ought to be consi- 
dered as bound in honor to discharge such debts of his Excellency as he could 
never willingly be brought to acknowdedge? 

These are points w’hich we submit to your consideration while we content 
ourselves wdth observing that whatever opinion we may entertain of the decrees 
of the Committee of Restitution, it would at this distance of time he 
sible to enter upon a satisfactory review of their proceedings, after so many 
of the parties chiefly concerned are gone home or dead. 

Such a scrutiny wDuld in the present circumstances be attended with many 
difficulties, it would be productive of injustice and hear hard upon the for- 
tunes of such individuals as had adjusted their claims with scrupulous nicety 
to the amount of their losses. At all events it w^ould furnish a topic for 
clamour and a handle for misconstruction, to have those accounts now* dis- 
puted wffiich w^ere passed bv vour Governor and Council acting here as your 
representatives after three fourths of the whole had been acTiially discharged. 

3. With respect to his Excellency's grant of a donation to Mr. Tinker and 
the squadron under his command, it rests entirely with you to determine from 
the evidences set forth, whether the services performed by His Majesty’s ships 
of war in Bengal, merit a reward so dispropordonate to the then exhausted 
condition of the Nabob’s treasury. A court of equity will ascertain the dis- 
tinctions to be made betwixt a free gift flowing from a grateful sense of obli- 
gations received, and a grant obtained by the unw'arrantable methods describ- 
ed in the depositions of the witnesses examined on this occasion. 

4. As soon as we had closed the enquiry into restitution and donations 
the Committee took into consideration the several other orders issued by your 
Honorable Board during the course of the last season. Your remarks on the 
inland trade were so peculiarly striking and so perfectly agreeable to our own 
sentiments respecting that perpetual source of oppression and complaint, that 
w'e determined immediately to apply the most efficacious remedies to a disease 
w’hich must in time have subverted the constitution and endangered the being 
of the East India Company. By the x4drmral Stevens you w'ere informed of 
the plan we had concerted for carrying on the trade in salt, tobacco and betle- 
nut for the benefit of the Company and their servants, without injury to the 
Nabob, and without molestation or oppression of the natives ; it was the best 
and most equitable system we could then devise : yet experience hath shewn 
the necessity of laying the trade under farther restrictions, the reasons for 
which together with the particular mode of conducting this valuable branch 
of commerce in future are fully explained in Lord Clive’s minute entered on 
our proceedings. In those emendations of the plan on which the Society of 
-Trade was founded, all due regard has been paid to the sovereign prerogative 
of the Company acting as collectors for the King and more espdally to the 
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scrupulous distribution of natural right to the native inhabitants, whence we 
flatter ourselves that the inland trade will henceforward prove to you a com- 
modious fund for rewarding the different degrees of merit amongst your ser- 
vants and a fruitful source of encouragement to the industry of the country 
people who are now without distinction admitted to a participation of its 
benefits, upon the most reasonable and moderate terms. 

5. To the regulations formed for conducting the business of the Society 
of Trade, wc have added a total prohibition of another species of inland traffic 
in a variety of articles usually transported from one district of the interior 
country to another, whereby an extensive field wms open for the abuse of pow'er, 
and the most notorious acts of fraud and injustice. All Europeans in your 
service or under voiir protection arc now indiscriminately confined to trade 
in certain articles of import and export. The returns are to be made from the 
places where the goods were sold, directly to the presidency or to the sub- 
ordinate factory from whence they were dispatched, and no circular traffic 
by way of barter or otherwise, is in future to be allowed from one aiirung 
to another on pain of confiscation of the goods and loss of your service and 
protection. 

6. The complaints which w'c received of repeated losses sustained l>y the 
revenue, and of violences offered to the country people by the gonuistnhs, 
or black agents employed by vour servants and skreened from justice by their 
influence, afforded us an opportunity of imposing farther restrictions upon the 
inland trade by obliging those gomastahs to register their licences at the head 
court of the district where they reside, a monthly return of which is to he 

^ wf 

made to the ministers and the Resident at the Durbar, and to be compared by 
them with the list of licences sent from hence by the Custom Master. This 
with other limitations specified in our proceedings will, we doubt not, conduce 
gready to the peace and good order of the country. 

7. We have also recalled from the aiirun^s all your servants wdio were sent 
to superintend the investments in cloth, being well assured that those branches 
of the Company’s business may as conveniently be carried on without their 
assistance and that the residence of young gentlemen at places remote from die 
inspection of their superiors hath furnished the means of assuming to them- 
selves an authority prejudicial to the people, detrimental to the revenues and 
productive of disputes with the other European companies with whom it is our 
inclination to live in the most amicable manner. 

8. Further to enforce the spirit of your instructions contained in para- 
graphs 10, 11, and 12 of your Separate Letter under date the 24th December 
1765, we deliberated on the properest measures for restraining that pernicious 
influence which enables a commercial governor of this settlement in a manner 
to engross in his owm hands the whole trade of this country. The President’s 
minute entered in our proceedings the I9th September very clearly and forcibly 
expresses the many salutary effects that must arise to the Company and the 
public from placing the Governor in so affluent and respectable a situation, that 
his attention shall no longer be distracted with the perplexing cares of an ex- 
tensive trade, nor diverted from the duty of his station by too close an applica- 
tion to ways and means of promoting his own private interest. He is now to 
renounce all concerns in every branch of commerce. By a solemn oath and 
}>enal bond of £1A0,{XK) executed in presence of the Mayor’s Court, the Com*- 
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psny s scr\cints, a.ncl the othei iiilicibittints of the PresicleriCY, lie is restTicteci froni 
every possible method of acciiniuititing wealth and even from lencliiitt out 
iiioney at more than the common rate of interest or otherwise erJar5;irig his 
fortune except by the regular and stated appointments of his office. 'iX'e have 
not only bound him down by the strongest tiCvS of law, of honor and of cor,- 
science, but \\c have endeavoured to remove everv temptation lo exceed the 
limits prescribed by rendering the emoluments of his appointiiient siiiiribie tf" 
the rank he holds in the settlement, the dignitv be must necessarilv main rain 
in the eyes of the natives and the prospect of independence which he oiit(ht t*"* 
enjoy at the close of a long course of faithful service. 

For these purposes we have assigned to vour Governor a commission of 
1 ^/^th upon all the revenues of which the Companv are collectors for the King, 
for the consulage on coral, the duties on coinage, and such other emoliimenis 
and perquisites as the Court of Directors have usually annexed to his station 
and office. As the President’s own words are the most expressive of the 
meaning of the Committee, we beg leave to quote the following paragraph 
of his Lordship’s minute, in which he enumerates the happv consequences 
that must result from divesting the President of all other cares than those of 
his station : 

“Although by these means a governor will not be able to amass a million 
and a half, or half a million in the space of two or three years, yet he will 
acquire a verv handsome independency and he in that very situation which 
a man of nice honor and true zeal for the service, would wish to possess. 
Thus situated he mav defy all opposition in Council, he will have nothing 
to ask, nothing to propose, but what he means for the advantage of his em- 
ployers. He mav defy the law because there can be no foundation for a 
bill of discovery and he may defy the obloquy of the wwld, because there 
can be nothing censurable in his conduct. In short if stability can be insured 
to such a government as this where riches have been acquired in abundance, 
in a short space of time bv all w'avs and means, and by men with or without 
capacities, it must be effected by a governor thus restricted.” 

We are to observe that our President Lord Clive, has himself set the first 
example of that moderation which he requires in future ^^rttc^r . c^'f tl^ 

settlement, his Lordship having on the 1st day of October taken the restrictive 
oath and executed the penalty bond in the manner prescribed. 

9. As we have never presumed to deviate from your express orders, 
excepting when circumstances w'ere so altered as wwid render our obedience 
criminal, wc entered with great reluctance upon the execution of your ins- 
tructions contained in the General Letter of the 24th Decernber I >65 and 13tli 
February 1766. 

Mr. Hugh Watts was pursuant to those orders, called upon to refund 
the amount of commission he had drawn, at the rate of 2^2 per cent upon 
the revenues of Midnapore *but as this commission had first been established 
by a Committee of Lands, and was afterwards confirmed by your President and 
Council, we accepted in lieu of money of his bond made payable in case you 
should think proper to repeat your injunctions, after we had represented the 
circumstances of the affair. 
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10. In the same manner we called upon Messrs. Marriott, Lawrell, 
Goodwin, and Graham to refund the whole amount of the monthly allowance 
received from the Rajah during their residence in Burdwan. Yet in favor 
of these eentlemen it must be observed that the above allowance was constant- 

O 

Iv inserted in the monthly cash account transmitted to the Presidency, whence 
it became an absolute act of the Board, for which your servants at Burdwan 
are no longer responsible. 

We likewise imagine that the commission drawn upon the revenues of 
Midnapore as well as the allowance granted by the Burdwan Rajah, must have 
been known from the General Books, for more than a twelve month before 
your orders for refunding were issued. These emoluments were therefore if 
not absolutelv confirmed, yet tacitlv allowed by the Court of Directors them- 

,0 0 ^ W 

selves. The silence of your Honorable Board and of the Governor and Council 
upon a point so immediatelv striking, may very naturally be construed into 
a sufficient sanction for their conduct, and the alternative either to refund 
sums of money actually expended in supporting the unavoidable charges of 
their stations, or of losing the benefits of your service, must therefore be 
regarded as a very peculiar hardship upon those gentlemen. 

11. For these reasons we also accepted bonds for restitution of the Rajah’s 
allowance in the same terms as that from Mr. Watts, and it is our request 
that you will please to revoke those orders which must prove so injurious to 
the fortunes of your junior servants acting under the immediate orders and 
inspection of the Board. 


The bonds are as follows: 

Mr. Watts Rs. 11,000 

„ James Lawrell 32,000 

„ Henry Goodwin 24,000 

0 

,, John Graham ......... 7,400 


75,222 [sic] 

12. Mr. Marriott intending to resign the service, has intimated in reply 
to our demand that he is ready to answer any legal call upon his fortune, in 
the courts of justice in England. 

13. Your orders for refunding the presents received by the gentlemen who 
composed the council and deputation at the accession of the Nabob Nudjum- 
ul-Dowla, were duly conveyed to Messrs. Playdell and Middleton, the only 
remaining members of the Board who acted upon that occasion. The former 
has applied to the Board for permission to resign the service and the latter 
has acquainted the President of his intention to return this season to England ; 
so that enforcing your instructions any further appears unnecessary. 

14. In consequence of your several remarks on the management, 
revenues and accounts of Burdw^an province in the General Letter the 24th 
December, we directed Mr. Verelst, the Supervisor, to draw out an exact state- 
ment of the revenues and an explicit answer to the difficulties you have pointed 
out in the former statements transmitted to England. That gentleman has 
accordingly with great pains and attention drawn out a very full account of 
the receipts and disbursments of that province for the last year. He hath 
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likewise deduced from the best authorities he could procure, a minuie detail 
in the same form of all the receipts and disbursments of money from the 
period w^hen that province was first assigned over to the Company, and these 
accounts he has accompanied with a letter addressed to the Select* Committee, 
which we hope will explain every inconsistency, account for e\crv deiicieiitv, 
and solve every material difficulty represented by your hon'blc Board. 

15. From the Resident at Midnapore's letter to the Supravisor and the 
accompanying accounts you will perceive the great increase of the rcieniic> 
of that province since Mr. Verelst's appointment. You will also observe from 
the resolutions of the Committee when Mr. Graham's letter was under consi- 
deration, the method in which we propose conducting the business of that 
province and Jcllasore in future, in order the Company may receive the full 
value of the lands without oppressing the zemindars or distressing the land- 
holders, whose ease and happiness must ever he inseparable from the true 
interest of their masters. 

16. The King’s revenues of which we are now the collectors, we have 
reason to believe, will fall very little short of the sums specified in our letter bv 
the Lord Camden. In the list packet we transmit general statements for the 
present year of the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, the large encrease upon 
which must in great measure be ascribed to Mr. Sykes' assiduity and to 
Mahomed Reza Cawn’s profound knowledge in the business of the finances. 
Without this diligence and skill in the executive officers, all the attention of 
the Committee to support the influence of the Government, to enforce the 
obedience of the zemindars, and to prevent frauds, embezzlement and depreda- 
tions committed on the revenue would fail to produce the required effect, 

17. The large investments wffiich we are enabled now to send home by 
means of the supplies we remit to China, and the cargoes from hence render 
the revenues of this country an object of the utmost importance not only to 
the Company but to the British nation. As these are the only means wx can 
at present devise whereby you can enjoy the full fruits of His Majesty's royal 
grant of the dewaimy, w^e shall continue to exert our utmost endeavours to 
extend the investment every vear and we propose continuing to supply the 
China market with money until vour prohibition to the contrary shall arrive 
or advice from the supra cargoes that they have a superfluity in their hands. 
Inconveniences will undoubtedly attend this annua! exportation of treasure 
but when w^e reflect on the great addition already made to the current specie 
of the country hv the gold coinage and likewise that even should your sales 
fall, vet will every encrease of your investment prove so much actual money 
remitted to your coffers ; we are inclined to believe this the most eligible 
system that can be pursued at present. We are farther to consider that whilst 
foreign nations are providing their investments with money borrowed at a 
high premium, you are only sending home in goods the surplus of an immense 
revenue which may truly he regarded as so much clear gain to the Company 
and to the nation. 

18. But this great and national object is not to be secured and perpetuat- 
ed without your unremitting attention to our military esiahlishment, and 
maintaining a force proportioned to the risk incurred by the extension of your 
influence and possessions, The dismission of the Nabob s useless military 
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rabble and of those troops kept up by the rajahs and phougedars in their 
several districts for the purpose of enforcing the collections, hath obliged us 
to raise eight battalions of independent sepoys ; so that notwithstanding the 
great number of recruits sent out this year from England, notwithstanding the 
liberal siipplv of troops granted by your Presidency at Fort St. George, so 
general was the mortalitv on board the traUvSports, so great the loss from the 
Falmoiiih's misfortune, and so fatal the effects of the late unhealthy season, 
that we cannot avoid being alarmed at the extraordinary disproportion of 
numbers between voiir European and black infantry. The very signal 
instance of fidelity and attachment exhibited by the sepoys during the late 
mutiny of the officers might indeed be sufficient to quiet our apprehensions 
and remove all suspicion of their conduct if experience [of] the preceding year 
of their dangerous insolence and turbulent spirit had not evinced the neces- 
sity of keeping the black troops in awe and subjection. 

19. We therefore most earnestly request that you will try every possible 
means to complete the European infantry to the number specified in our 
address hv the Admiral Stevens ; and that effectual measures may be taken 
to prevent crowded ships, to dispatch your recruits at an early season, and to 
guard against the infamous practices of owners, husbands, and officers of ships, 
whereby the lives are sacrificed of hundreds of men whose services would be 
valuable to the nation, and altogether invaluable to the Company. 


20. In the letters from the Public Department, your Council have 
frequently expressed their wishes that you would comply with the Military 
Storekeeper's indents for hats and shoes. We now make it the request of this 
Committee that the brigades may in future be fully supplied with articles so 
essential to a soldier's cloathing and which arc not to be procured here in a 
sufficient quantity at any price. 


21. At the same time we heg leave once more to repeat the necessity 
of your pursuing the most vigorous measures to prevent the exportation of 
fire arms and amunition to any part of India. It is not sufficient that wc 
guard against this illicit and perhaps fatal trade at your Presidencies of Fort 
St. George and Fort William unless the same care be taken at Bombay, 
Beiicoolen and your factories on the Malabar Coast, since the arms imported 
at those places are soon conveyed in country vessels and other means to the 
most remote parts of Indostan, 


22. The accompanying duplicate of our letter by the Lord Camden will 
advise you of the prospect we then enjoyed of uninterrupted peace and tran- 
quillity in Bengal. Nor is this prospect more visionary and remote notwith- 
standing the King has plied every engine of state artifice and deceit to disturb 
the repose of the empire hv arming for the purposes of his wild ambition,^ 
a powder, who in a short time w^ould shake the foundation of his throne and 
deprive him of that independent and comfortable revenue which he now’ 
possesses for the support of his dignity. Disappointed in the King's promises 
of assistance from us, the Mahrattas have ever since remained seemingly 
irresolute how they shall act at some distance from the frontier of the Korah 
province, which was ceded to His hlajcsty last year by treaty. They have- 
not attempted to molest the King, our ally Soujah Dowdah, or us ; yet for the 
greater security, we have directed the 2ncl and 3rd Brigades to march towvards 
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the Cciramnnssa. to support Sujah Dowlali if he shoiiid rec|iiire our assistance 
and. to confiiin that tenor of our arms with which the iVIalirattas seem ulteadv 

to be so strongly impressed. This motion we expect will prtxliice the fiiii 
effect, without striking a blow. 

23. We learn with great satisfaction bv the latest advices from the Convi 
that all differences with Nizam Ali arc likely to be removed, should this 
desirable event take place, we hope to concert a plan of operations wiili iliv 
Presidencies of Madras and Bombay, which will effectiiallv prevent our beiiitr 
molested in future by the Mahrattas, by obliging them to confine their uholr 
attention to the preservation of what thev now' possess. At present ihev are 
the only pow'er who can excite disturbances in Bengal, nor have we anythintj 
further than a mere temporary interruption to our collections to apprehend 
even from them, since with our well disciplined numerous armv, wc niav bid 
defiance to the most pow'crful force of the countrv that can be assemliled in 
the field. 

24. Having matiirclv considered tout orders conveyed in paragraph 39 
of vour General Letter by the Lord Camden, W'c entire! v agree in opinion iliat 
the Government hath undoubted right lo oblige the inhabitants to con- 
tribute their proportion of the cxpenccs necessary to the security of the settle- 
ment, but as not only the propriety of such an assessment but even our power 
of levying taxes hath been questioned, and this proposal already rejected in 
the Consultations of the Board in the year 1762, we choose to avoid renewing 
it at a juncture when the affluence of the Company renders it imnecessarv and 
when such an exertion of authority might possibly revive discontent and 
rekindle those sparks of sedition w’hich have been so recently suppressed. To 
admit of a certainty, they are thoroughly extinguished : how’ever. lest it should 
hereafter be thought expedient to assess the inhabitants for the purpose men- 
tioned or for any other measure of the Government, w'e could wish to recom- 
mend that you w^ould please to consult the learned in the law, how far the 
authority of your Governor and Council acting here as your representatives, 
extends over the property of the inhabitants living under their protection. 

25. You will observe from our proceedings that Mr. Rurabold's appoint- 
ment to a seat at the Board with the standing he held at your Presidency of 
Fort St, George was considered bv Messrs. Aldersey, Kelsall and Floyer as an 
injury to themselves and a supercession which their conduct at the Board 
no way justified. At the same time wc confess the merit of these gentlemen, 
w’e must observe that the injury w'oiild ha\e been still greater to 
Mr, Rimiboid had he been denied that rank in Council to which he was 
entitled bv faithful services. Our objection was not to him, but to a selection 
from this establishment w’hich w'e conceived would semx only to aggravate 
the general discontent and wc therefore gave him assurances at the time that 
his supercession would he temporary. With the Committee's declaration that 
such assurances had been given, tve are of opinion the Madras gentlemen 
might have remained satisfied, until the sentiments of the Court of Directors 
could be received ; since it is evident wq w'erc reduced bv necessity to this 
measure without intention of injuring or in any degree superceding 
Mr. Rumbold, whose services to the Company both in a civil and military 
capacity so deservedly entitle him to an exemption from every indigniiv. 
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26, The Poblic Department will advise you of Mr. Sumner’s resignation 
and of his having taken his passage on this ship. We shall not proceed to 
till up the vacancy his departure has occasionrtl in the Committee, until his 
Lordship is able to attend to business. 


We have the laonor to be 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
Fort William, (Signed) Clive / H. Verelst / John 

the 5ih Decemher 1766. Carnac. 


Supplenioit 

27. We had just closed the foregoing letter when we w^re favoured with 
vour advices bv the Mercury packet which imported at Vizagapatam the 21st 
dav of November last, from whence her dispatches were conveyed to us 
overland. 

28. Your Select Committee now receive with the most grateful acknow- 
ledgements those testimonies of general approbation you are pleased to bestow 
on their proceedings, and that extension of their powers w^hich shall never be 
exercised but with a view of promoting the honor and interest of their 
employers. 

29. Our President Lord Clive being at present indisposed, w^e think it 
adviseable to postpone the consideration of your orders, until his Lordship 
shall be able to attend our meetings, which can be productive of no incon- 
venience as another ship will proceed directly for Europe very soon after the 
Cruttenden. 

Fort William, (Signed) Clive / H. Verelst / John 

the 9th December 1766. Carnac. 
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Clive declines due to reasons of health to continue another year in India — 
review of affairs in Bengal — achievements of the Committee of Inspection — 
restoration of discipline among civil and military servants — moderation of the 
English in dealing with Indian powers, 

np 

J. O the Hon’hle the Court of Directors &c. &c. 

Gentlemen, 

1. I have had the honor to receive your letters of the 2nd and 17th of 
May earnestly requesting my continuance in the Government another year. 
My family concerns and parliamentary interest important as they are, shoujd 
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not make me hesitate to comply with a request wliicli does me much liuiior. 
if the situation of your affairs demtuided my longer semce or if tlie reasons 
which suggested to you the desire of niy remaining here were actuaihr now 
existing. The very weak condition, however, to which a severe biliious disorder 
has reduced me requires my immediate return to Europe. It is now a month 
since 1 have been in so deplorable a state of health, as to be wiioiiv unable 
to attend to business and it is past a doubt that I cannot survive the malignity 
of this chmate another year. Thus useless as I am become to die Company 
and without the least prospect of recovery in Bengal, I cannot doubt you will 
concur with me in the opinion of the absolute necessity of returning to my 
native country. 


2. The faithful view which I will now lav before you of the situation of 
vour affairs, will moreot er convince you that the consequences of which yon 
are apprehensive after my departure, cannot in aU human probability happen, 
and that every material object of my expedition is fully accomplished. 


3. Agreeably to my advices of the 1st February and 20th of Tvlarch, a 
Committe of Inspection has been appointed for examinmg into the state of 
every department, and for the establishing the necessary rules and orders 
for a general reformadon. This Committee hatli fully answered mv inicii» 
don. Your servants, civil and mihtary, are no longer at a loss for an exact 
definition of their respective dudes. The new regulations are now in force, 
and in a few weeks wdl be firmly established. 

4. The licentious spirit of opposition and extravagancy, so justly com- 
plained of in your civil servants, is now entirely subdued. The gentlemen 
are reduced to act, and likewise to think reasonably. Perfect harmony now 
reigns throughout the settlement, and all childish resentments are at an end. 
Nothing remains to be apprehended but wiiat may result from the extreme 
youth of the majority of your servants : and this might have been effectually 
obviated before mv departure had sufficient power been vested in die Select 
Committee or in me to appoint some of the most able or disinterested of the 
free merchants of this establishment and to require the assistance of four 
or five other gentlemen from Madras. 

5. We have not only overcome the most formidable and dangerous 
mutiny that ever happened in this or any other country but by example made 
of the ringleaders and more especially by obliging every officer in your army 
to execute a contract for three years service, have given a stabiEty and 
security to vour military establishment which it never had before. It is upon 
the best founded confidence I assert, the East India Company was never so 
truly secure as at present, against military ambition and encroacliment ; never 
before have discipEne, good order and subordination been so fully confirmed ; 
and I am persuaded that a relaxation of your orders at home and a new 
degeneracy of your Governor and Council abroad are the only probable, I 
might almost say, possible evils that can shake the prosperity of your affairs 
in Bengal. 

6. Our generosity of conduct In restoring to Suja Dowlah all Ms domi- 
nions after he had been reduced by conquest to the very lowest ebb of fortune ; 
the regard we have manifested to the King s support and dignity, by paying 
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him regularly that tribute which was never paid to former Moguls, excepting 
ill their plenitude of power and authority, our resolving to pay the Mahrattas 
their chout : these instances of our moderation and disinterestedness added 
to the uninterrupted success of our arms have set our equity and courage in 
so fair a point of view that all the neighbouring powers solicit our friendship 
and alliance. Upon us they depend for protection against any disturbers of 
the peace of the country, and at the same time are under no apprehensions 
from our bravery because they are fully convinced that our ambition extends 
not beyond the maintenance of our present possessions, and that one of our 
first principles of government is justice. 


7. This being the true state of afEairs to what purpose should I continue 
longer in a climate which woidd certainly prove fatal to me? At the end of 
another, and another year, I could not leave your concerns in better hands, 
nor on a more prosperous footing than I do now. I shall leave in the chair 
the man I always wished to be mv successor, a man whose inflexible inte- 
grity and steadiness are to be securely relied on, and I will use my utmost 
endeavors to leave with him a well chosen Committee and to inspire into all 
the members of the Council my ideas and zeal for the service. If the principles 
of all your servants be not such as we wish they were, the service must suffer, - 
nor will it be in my pow’er to apply a remedy any farther than by offering you 
my advice at home. Every thing has been already done here that could be 
effected by me, the full completion of the great and salutary work of reforma- 
tion must be performed by yourselves. And you may be assured I shall at 
all times be equally ready in England as in India to give every instance of my 
zeal for the Company's interest, in gratitude to a service from whence I derive 
my fortune and my honors. 


I have the honor to be with the greatest respect 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and 

Calcutta, most humble servant, 

the 12th December 1766. (Signed) Clive. 
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Shipping news 

T 

O the Hon ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’blc the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Since closing our general advices by this ship we have the pleasure 
to acknowledge the receipt of your commands dated the 17 May by the Mercury 
snow which arrived at Vizagapatam the 21st of last month from whence the 
packet was immediately dispatched to us overland, and the vessel was to 
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remain tlierc a few days only to clean and take in the netessarv refrcbliiiiei 

^ if # 

before she prosecuted her voyage against the north cast iiionsuon. 


2. We are in consequence of vour information taking the necessary 
measures for discovering whether anv and what illicit trade has been rexei'^ed 
on board the Pzh'of. You may be assured that vour orders shall be strieilv 
enforced, and that we shall not fail to communicate to you the result of uui 
enquiries by the very first opportunity. 


3. By advices from Fort Marlborough dated the 27tli of July we learn 
that the Gros^cenor arrived there from Canton the 30tli of Mtircli, and wa> 
dispatched for England the 1 9th of April : also that the Speke imported there 
the 30th of June, and received her dispatches for China the 5th July. Tliey 
also mention the arrival of the Haeannah and Hawke from England who met 
near the Straits of Sunda with the Duke of Cumberland: Plassey, Prince of 
Wales and Deptford, 


4. The gentlemen at that Presidency also inform us that the Royal George 
Captain Skottowe returned diither from Bciijar the 15th July, not meeting 
with any success in the business he was sent upon, that she was to be dis- 
patched in September for Bombay and in her way to call at Batavia in order 
to assist if necessary in transporting to the Malabar Coast the detachment of 
sepoys arrived there from Solo upon the Fatty, Captain Dodwell, who had 
been purposely dispatched by the gentlemen at IMadras last year, and 
Ills passage in his return, had put in at Batavia in a bad condition. 


sing 


5. The President and Council at Madras write us under date the IJtii 
October that the monsoon being set in they had determined to order the 
Camden to Tvlerguy to avoid the month of Xovember and to return to the 
Coast early in December to be dispatched for Europe. 

6, We have the satisfaction to inform you that since closing our former 
dispatches by this sliip, Lord Clive is considerably mended in his health. 


Fort William, 

13 til December 1766. 
[Original per Cruttenden 
Duplicate per Brittanma\ 


We are 

Honorable Sirs 

Your faithful humble servants, 
(Signed I H. Verelst / John Carnac / 
Claud Russell / H. Watts / . 

Aldersey / Thus. Kelsaii / Chas. Floycr. 
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No. 1 — Fchruary 1764 

1. Major John Camac (p. 3| — He, along three oilier iiiember-. 
of the Fort William Board, viz. Peter Amyatt, John Johnstone and. William 
Hay, was dismissed in February 1764 on account of insubordinate behaviour 
while Vansittart was negotiating an agreement with Mir Qasim on private 
trade. The orders for his dismissal were, however, revoked a couple of 
months later in consideration of * his gallant behaviour and good services ’ 
in the engagement with IMir Qasim. 

2. Mirza Doud (p. 3') — ^^Mirza Daud was the son-in-law of iMiraii (Mir 
Jafars son). He w'as imprisoned by Mir Qasim but in 1762 he escaped and 
Mr. Batson, Ciiief of Cossimbazar, was blamed for allowing his servant to 
give shelter to him. Batson denied the charge and declared that Alir 
Qasim^s officials were free to seize the Mirza. Imperial Record Department, 
Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol. I. pp. 167-9. 

3. inland private trade (p. 4j — The imperial far man of 1717 coiered 
the E. I. Company's import and export trade only. The servants of the 
Company, how^ever, arrogated to themselves the right to duty-free inland 
trade as well. After 1757 they boldly traded not only in goods designed for 
exportation but also in other articles such as salt, betel-nut and tobacco. 

4. diistichs (p. 7) — Das inks or passports were issued by the Governor 
of Fort William or the chiefs of English factories, exempting the g(x>ds of 
the Company or of their servants from payment of duties. 

5. endeavours of President Vansittart to form a plan (p. 8j — \ ansit- 

tart had proposed to his Council an agreement with the Nawab of Bengal 
to the effect that in respect of the inland trade a uniform custom duty of 
9% should be collected from the Company's servants and all other traders. 


No. 3 — 22 February 1764 

1. to purchase slaves at Madagascar for the service of Fort MaA- 
borough Presidency (p. il)--Slavery was common during this period, and 
in Madras and Calcutta there were regular slave markets. The number of 
negroes annually shipped from Africa was round about /O.CMX). H. D. Lo\e, 
Fesfiges of Old Madras, Vol I, pp. 545-6 : Peter Auber, An Analysis of the 
Constitution of the East India Company^ pp. 689-7(K). 

2. Ballasore Road (p. 14) — Balasore was the first place occupied by 
the English in eastern India. They established a permanent factory tliere m 
1651. The town owed its importance to the safety of its roadstead near the 
mouth of the Ganges, which enabled sea-going ships to unload their cargoes 
into smaller vessels for transport up the Hooghly. As the river became more 
familiar to European pilots the importance of Balasore declined. 
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3. Capt. Henry Wedderburn (p. 15)~A free mariner in Bengal he 
served as a militia officer during the siege of Calcutta in 1756. He was 
appointed Mastei Attendant in 1758, but held that post for a short time. In 
the following year he served against the Dutch at Chandernagore, after 
which he became captain of a trading vessel. In 1763, he raised a company 
of volunteers against Mir Qasim and commanded it up to the close of opera- 
tions in 1765. He was Master Attendant from 1769 till his death in 1777. 

4. King’s warren (p. 15) — Originally an old name for the site of 
Woolwich Arsenal in England, ‘warren’ later acquired the general meaning 
of place or park where arsenal is tried and tested. 

5. Ntmdeomar (p. 18) — Nandakuniar was a persona non grata with 
Mir Qasim during whose regime he was imprisoned on account of carrying 
on treasonable correspondence with the French as also with Kamgar Khan, 
zamindar of Narhat and Sheo Bhat, Maratha governor of Orissa. On being 
restored to the masnad of Bengal in 1763 Ivlir Jafar appointed him as his 
Diwan and entrusted to him all the power of the State. Nandakumar held 
that office under Najmud-Daulah as well, but the Company had no faith 
in him in consequence of which he could not wield much power. C.P.C., 
I, pp, 67 , 256, 391-2. 

6. Ramchum (p. 18) — ^Ramcharan was Duiiabhram’s agent. As a 
result of Nandakumar's false allegations he was confined for some time on 
suspicion of being connected with the correspondence carried on with 
Kamgar Khan to the detriment of the interests of the Company and Nawab 
Mir Qasim. 

7. Coja Petruse (p. 18) — ^Khwaja Petrus Arratoon was a very influen- 
tial xMmenian merchant who had been residing in Calcutta since 1748. He 
rendered timely assistance to the English by secretly supplying them with 
provisions when they had taken refuge in their ships at Falta after the fall 
of Fort William in June 1756. He was afterwTirds employed by Clive as a 
confidential agent in negotiations with Mir Jafar for the overthrow of 
Sirajud-Daulah. His services w^ere again utilised in 1760 when it was found 
expedient to replace IMir Jafar by Mir Qasim. Petrus was, however, suspect- 
ed to have been a spy for Mir Qasim during the memorable campaign of 
October 1763 and was seized as such and ill-treated, but he finally convinced 
the Government of his innocence and unshaken loyalty to the British cause. 
He died in 1778, aged fifty-three years. M. J. Seth, 'Khojah Petrus, the 
Armenian Merchant-Diplomat’, Indian Historical Records Commission 
Proceedings^ Vol. XI, pp. 151-67. 

8. Rajah of Meekly (p. 19) — Meckley is one of the old names of the 
Manipur State. In 1762, Jai Singh who was its de facto raja, sought 
British military assistance against the Burmese and in return offered 
among other facilities rent-free land for setting up an English factory 
and fort at Manipur and permission for duty-free trade there. This gave 
the British an opportunity of contracting an alliance with Jai Singh which 
might open a road to them for obtaining reparation from the Burmese for 
the repeated ill-treatment of the factory at Negrais. The Fort William 
Board, therefore, decided on 11 October 1762 to depute for the time being 
only 6 companies of sepoys, mainly to familiarise themselves with Burma, 



NOTES 


485 


with specific instructions not to commence hostilities without the Boards 
orders. The British detachment left Chittagong for Manipur in Januarv 
1763, but could not make much headway owing to rain and disease and even- 
tually returned to Bengal. A. F. M. Abdul Ali, ‘Notes on the Early History 
of Manipur’, I. H. R. C. Proceedings, VoL V, pp. 119-24. 

9. Mr. Amphlet^s (p. 19) — ^Thomas Amphlett was the Chief Engineer 
and a member of the Committee of Works. He was obliged to resign the 
charge of the w^orks at Fort William in October 1762 due to ill-health. A 
few months later he w^as appointed Resident at IVIurshidabad. 

10. fortifying Chittagong (p. 20) — Mr. Plaisted surt'eyed the coast, 
creeks, rivers, islands, etc. near Chittagong in 1761 and submitted Ms plan 
for fortification which was later rejected by the Court. C. R. Wilson. Old 
Fort William in Bengal, Vol. II, pp. 162, 1^-5. 

1 1 . Capt, Fleming Martin (p. 20) — He took charge of the construction 
of the New Fort in Calcutta on 8 October 1764. He was promoted to the 
rank of Lt. Col. in 1768 and appointed Commandant of the Artillery 
Battalion. 

12. Burdwan province (p. 21) — ^Together with Midnapote and Chitta- 
gong, it was ceded to the Company by IVIir Qasim on his accession as the 
Nawab of Bengal in 1760. 

13. Restitution Fund (p. 25)— Created in 1757 out of the money given 
by Mir Jafar towards payment of compen.sation for losses suffered during 
the sack of Calcutta. 

14. reserved commission (p. 26) — See paragraph 6/ of the letter to 
Court dated 26 November 1764. 

15. legacies given by Omichund fp. 27)— Omichand (Amirchand), the 
famous Punjabi merchant deceived by Clive, died in December 1758. Be- 
sides making provision for the members of his family, he left a legacy of 
about forty-two lakhs of rupees for the support of the Sikh gimis, Hazari 
Mai, his brother-in-law and dose business associate, was the prmdpal exe- 
cutor of the will There was no provision in the will for any charities in 
England. But to ingratiate himself with the Governor and Council Hazari 
Mai made unauthorised payments in that behalf. N. R. Sinha, Ecofiomic 
History of Bengal, Vol. I, pp. 238-44. 

16 West Coast (p. 29)— West Coast of Sumatra. The E, I. Company s 
relations with Sumatra date back to 1601 when Gapt. Lancaster, of the Com- 
pany’s first ship to the East Indies, entered into a 

the king of Achin. To compensate for losses in Java, a factory was set 
up at Benkulen in 1686-7, subordinate to Madras. It held out great pro- 
nfise for the future, so in 1702 it was made a separate Presidency, vtz. Fort 
Marlborough Presidency. This was an unwise step because m course of 
time the governing council got so embroiled in local politics that it wais 
driven to seek refuge aboard the ships. Luckily the natives dreading the 
Ehitch more allowed resettlement in 1721. The establishment was captured 
by the French during the Seven Year’s War but abandoned before long. 
R. Grant, History of the East India Company. 
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17 William Ellis’s conduct (p. 34)-William Ellis was the chief of 
Patna Factory. A man of violent temper, he was a bitter enemy of Vansit- 
tart and in constant disputes with Mir Qasim’s servants At the time the 
letter was written by the Court he tvas already dead, being killed m the 

Patna massacre in October 176 j. 


4 — 23 March 1764 

1. Definitive Treaty of Peace (p. 36)— Treaty of Paris concluded in 
February 1763 between Great Britain and France at the end of the Seven 

Ycars^ War. 


No. 6 — 9 May 1764 

1. Lord aive . . . Jaghire (p. 43)— In 1763 the Directors had stop- 
ped payment to Clive on account of his jagir, but subsequently they passed 
the resolution mentioned here as they wished to make use of his services 
acrain In 1766 they extended the period of payment up to 1785. 

No. 7 — 16 May 1764 

1. sailed the [. . . .] instant (p. 44)— The logbooks of the Success and 
the Fort William begin from 9 February and 17 February 1764, respectively. 
The precise date of their sailing, however, cannot be ascertained. India 
Office, List of Marine Records. 

2. military system . . . proposed by our President Lord Clive (p. 45) — 

The plan was to divide the Bengal army into three brigades of uniform 
strength of European artillery and infantry and Indian cavalry and sepoys. 
The European cavalry wns to be disbanded, and the men transferred to the 
infantry and artillery. The artillery was to be formed into four companies, 
one to each brigade and one stationed at Fort William. The scheme was 
implemented in 1765. George Forrest. The Life of Lord Clive, Vol. 11, 
p. 290. 

No. 8 — 1 June 1764 

1. Major Thomas Adams (p. 46) — ^He took the field against Mir 
Qasim in 1763 and achieved quick successes during the campaign. Start- 
ing, just after a British reverse, wdth a few English veterans and a hand- 
ful of sepoys, he defeated one of the Nawab's generals at Katwa, marched 
on Murshidabad and occupied it, won a brilliant victory at Gheria, dislodged 
the enemy from their position of great strength at the pass of Udhua Nullah, 
and took Monghyr. He then marched on to Patna and took it by assault. 
The Nawab, who had fled from there on the approach of the English, was 
pursued as far as the boundary of Oudh. Broken down by illness Adams 
shortly afterwards retired to Calcutta where he died on 16 January 1764. 

2. Brigadier General Caillaud (p. 49) — ^Originally of the Madras army, 
John Caillaud was appointed to the chief military command in Bengal in 
February 1760. He played a prominent part in the defence of Bihar against 
the Shahzada in 1760 and in setting up Mir Qasim. He went back to Madras 
in 1761, and became Brig. General in 1763. He was appointed C.-in-C., 
Madras, in 1766, He resigned and returned to England in January 1767, 



3. Major Richard Smith (p. 50)— He was ap|X)iiited Colonel 2nd 
Bengal European Regiment, in May 1764. He sailed for India with Clive In 
June 1764 and on his arrival in 1765 took up his post at Allahabad. He be- 
came Brig. General in January 1767 and was the C.-in-C.. Bengal from that 
year till his resignation in 1770. 

4. Sir Robert Barker (p. 50) — He received in 1764 the local rank of 
Colonel in the King’s army, and in 1765 that of Colonel of infan trv in the 
Company’s service. He was stationed at Bankipore as Commander of the 
3rd Brigade. He was promoted as Brig. General in 1770 and appointed 
C.-in-C., Bengal. He resigned his command in December 1773, for he di>~ 
approved of the reforms introduced in the army bv Warren Hastings. 

5. double hatta (p. 51) — ^The normal field allowance {hattd) plus an 
additional sum equal thereto granted by Mir Jafar and Mir Qasim to the 
Bengal army officers whenever their services were requisitioned. 

6. military department - . . under the direction of the civil power of 
the President and Council (p. 51) — ^Tliis was one of the fimdamental prin- 
ciples underlying the early administrative system of the Companv in Bengal 
repeatedly emphasized bv the Court of Directors in their letters to Fori 
William. ' 

7. deed of agreement (p. 53) — The agreement took place on 5 May 
1764, at a meeting of the General Court of Proprietors. Forrest, op, cit., 
IL p. 204. 

8. deed for covenant ,(p. 53) — ^I’he covenant to be entered into by the 
Company’s civil servants provided .against their accepting from Indian 
princes, chiefs, etc. any presents in cash or in kind except such as were 
permitted by the Company ; w’hile that intended to be executed by ail the 
military officers in Bengal, besides containing the same provision, empowered 
the Government to send home to Great Britain anv militarv officer who re- 

m « 

signed or w^as dismissed. For the forms in which the covenants were requir- 
ed to be executed see William Bolts, Consideraiions on India A'ffairs. 
Appendix, pp. 128-33. 

9. new treaty . . . with Jaffeir Aly Cawn (p. 54) — ^This refers to 

the treaty with hlir Jafar on his restoration on 10 July 1763. 

10. appoint a committee (p. 55) — Clive had desired to be invested with 
power to overrule his Council, but the Directors w^ere unwilling to allow^ him 
such absolute powers. A compromise was arrived at whereby Clive was to 
nominate a Select Committee of four with himself as its President. Forrest. 
op. cit., n, p. 204. 

No. 10 — 21 November 1/64 

1 . [. . . Robert Brooke . - .] (p. 60')— In the List of Marine Records 
the ships shown against commanders Brooke, Fenner, Barkley and Payne 
are the Speke, the Grenville, the Pacific and the Ponsborne respectively. 

2. Council for . . . China (p. 61)— The Company’s relations with 
China were purely commercial and confined to a small factory in the vicinity 
of Canton, which was merely a place of seasonal residence. The official 
agents of the Company w^ere called supercargoes who constituted a body 
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called the China Council. Four seniormost among them generally formed 
the President and Select Committee, and they were assisted in running the 
factory by the remaining supercargoes and by writers. When business 
season was over the supercargoes used to retire to the island of Macao. 
Auber, op, cit., pp. 148-9. 

3. mutiny in the army (p. 67) — It broke out on 11 February 1764. For 
details see pages 246-7 and 251-2 ante. 

4. French King’s edict (p. 69) — After the Seven Years’ War the finan- 
cial condition of the French East India Company {Compag7iie des hides) 
deteriorated further, so in 1764 its shareholders requested the French 
Government that since the primary responsibility for the stewardship of 
the Company lay with it, it might be freed from strict governmental 
control. This led to the issue of the edict of 1764 by which the control w^as 
considerably relaxed and the direction of the Company reorganised. S. P. 
Sen, The French in India, p. 45. 

5. Isles of France and Bourbon (p. 69) — ^The Isle of France, or 
jMauritius as it is now called, is an island in the Indian Ocean, 550 miles 
cast of Madagascar, It was discovered by the Portuguese in 1507 and 
given the name Cerne. On its occupation by the Dutch in 1598 its name 
was. changed to Mauritius. The French occupied the island in 1710 and 
called it Isle of France. The English to whom it belongs since its 
capture from the French in 1810, renamed it Mauritius. 

The Isle of Bourbon, now known as Reunion, is a French island in 
the Indian Ocean, 115 miles south-west of Mauritius and 350 miles east of 
Madagascar. It too was discovered by the Portuguese. The French took 
it in 1649, calling it successively Isle of Bourbon, Reunion (1798), Isle 
Bonaparte (1809), and Reunion again since 1848. The island was held by 
Britain from 1810 to 1815. David Patrick, Concise Gazetteer of the World. 

No. 11 — 15 February 1765 

1. careful surveys . . . agreeable to our orders (p. 73) — Surveys of 
the Hooghiy w/ere to be carried out by the Master Attendant. The orders 
laid down his duties and contained instructions in regard to the organisation 
of the Marine Department. 

2. Dutch East India Company . . . saltpetre and ophium trades 

(p. 78) — The English East India Company had obtained monopoly, in Bihar, 

of saltpetre trade in 1757 and opium trade in 1761. They permitted the 

other European companies to purchase only a limited quantity of these 

commodities. This naturally led to constant friction between the Dutch 

and the English. K. K. Datta, The Dutch in Bengal and Bihar, 1740^1825, 
p. 82 ff. 6 . 

3. rule for the observance of every Presidency (p. 85) — ^Legally 
speaHng, until the enactment of the Regulating Act of 1773 the three 
Presidencies were independent of one another, autonomous within their own 
limits and responsible only to the Company in England. But in reality 
there was a good deal of interdependence. The Directors, therefore, 
repeatedly impressed upon them the need for mutual help and co-operation. 
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This was one of the most important principles underlviiig the Company's 
early administrative system. D. ISI. Banerjee, Early Adniinistrafive System 
of the East hidia Company in Bengal, Vol. I, p. 605 ff. 

4. two distinct departments (p. 86) — ^This refers to departments for 
commercial business and military operations. 

5. Hiighley Captors (p. 88) — Hooghly was captured hv the English in 
1757. The reference is to the treasury accounts of tliose who fought in 
this expedition. 

No. 12—26 April 1765 

1. Major Munro (p. 95)— Maj. Hector Munro belonged to 89t!i 
Regiment of the King’s army. He took command of the Bengal armv in 
May 1764. 

2. phirmaunds (p. 97)— -The reference is to the far mans which the 
Company obtained from the Emperor Farrukhsiyar in 17i7» confirming its 
privilege to carry on duty-free trade in Bengal. 

3. agreement between the Nabob Meet Jaffier . . . since the treaty 
(p. 97) — By the 10th article of the treaty Mir Jafar agreed to compensate for 
all private losses that might be caused by the impending war with 
Mir Qasim. Since no specific amount was mentioned, the Council fieeced 
the Nawah to the maximum. In the draft rreatv the restitution monev 

« m 

Stipulated was 10 lakhs of rupees ; after the treaty it w’as raised to 20 lakhs : 
and when the Nawah w^ent to Calcutta to settle it, it was further raised to 
40 lakhs. The final demand, ho’wever, w^as for 48 lakhs besides the army and 
navy donations. A. C. Roy, The Career of Mir Jafar Khan, pp. 279-90. 

No. 15 — 24 December 1765 

1. Rajah’s (p. 121) — Refers to Tilak Chand Rai who was the Raja of 
Burdwan from 1744 to 1771. 

2. coss (p. 123) — Corrupt form of khas which as a revenue term means 
direct management of estates and collection of revenue thereof by tlie 
officers of government without any intermediate person (such as a zamindar 
or a village chief) between them and the cultivators. H. H. Wilson, 
A Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms. 

3. Meckley expedition, (p. 124) — See note on 'Rajah of Meekly' on 
page 484 ante. 

4. Plaisted (p. 124) — ^Bartholomew Plaisted, Surveyor of Works, to 
whom the following plans and surveys are attributed: plan and survey of 
the coast of Chittagong in 1761, sketch of the coast in 1761, and plan and 
survey of the Chittagong River in 1764. C. R. Wfilson, op. cit., IL p. 164. 

5. Chittagong River (p. 125)— Presumably Karnaphuli, the most im- 
portant river of Chittagong. The town of Chittagong is situated on its 
right hank near the mouth. The river is 121 miles long, and navigable 
througbout the year for most of the distance. Chittagong District Gazetteer. 

6. the Tower (p. 126)— This refers to the Tower of London where an 
assay office and a mint were situated. The records of the mint are available 
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at the Public Record Office. London, in the scries “Tower Accounts. 
1606 - 1837 .” 

7. Major Champion (p. 129)— Alexander Champion served in the 
campaigns of 1760 in Bengal under Caillaud and Carnac. He was second 
in command to Maj. Munro in the battle of Buxar. Shortly afterwards he 
commanded a detachment on the IMidnapore frontiei. He was C.-in-C., 
Bengal, in 1774 . 

No. 16 — 24 December 1765 

1 . treaty you have made with him (p. 133) — A far man was issued by 
Shah Alam on 29 December 1764, assigning to the Company the zamindari 
of Ghazipur, Benares, etc., held by Raja Balwant Singh, the Company 
having undertaken to put Shah Alam in possession of the kingdom of 
Oudh. This farmmi has been loosely referred to here as treaty. Bolts, 
op. cit.j Appendix, pp. 21-2. 

2. Sombre (p. 133) — ^Walter Reinhardt, better knovm by the sobriquet 
of Sombre or Samru, was in the service of Mir Qasim as commander of 
two battalions of sepovs when at the order of his master he massacred a 
large body of English prisoners at Patna in October 1763. Before the 
arrival of the British troops to avenge that foul deed Samru deserted 
Mir Qasim with his corps and entered the service of Shujaud-Daulah. In 
the battle of Buxar fought between the Naw^ab Vazir and the English the 
Nawab Vazir was defeated and compelled to sue for peace, when one of 
the principal conditions insisted on l3y the English was the surrender of 
Samru. Fearful of being delivered up to the English Samru fled from 
Lucknow, and after serving a number of different masters he finally went 
to Delhi wLere he took service under Najaf Khan, Shah Alam’s minister. 
Herbert Compton, A Particular Account of the European Military Adven- 
turers of Hindustan from 1784-1803, pp. 400-5. 

3. death of Jaffier Aly Cawn fp. 137) — It took place at his capital, 
Murshidabad, on 5 Februarv 1765. 

4. acknowledging his son (p. 137) — On Nlir Jafar’s death his illegiti- 
mate son Najmud-Daulah was acknowdedged as Nawab. The Council, 
however, delayed a formal recognition until he signed the draft treatv 
sent to him. 

No. 17 — 15 January 1766 

L above ships sailed (p. 138) — ^The log-books of the 

Hampshire, the Lioness and the Cruttefiden begin from 1, 2 and 14 
November 1765, respectively. The exact dates of sailing of the ships, how- 
ever, cannot be ascertained. List of Marine Records. 

No. 19 — 19 February 1766 

1. Mahmud Reza Cawn (p. 146) — Muhammad Riza Khan was the 
Naib at Dacca during the second regime of Mir Jafar. When about the 
end of 1 y64 he w^as summoned by the Nawab to render account relating to 
the collection of revenues and to discharge the arrears which had accu- 
mulated, he refused to go to Murshidabad and levelled some false, allegations 
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against him. At last at the intervention of the Governor of Bengal he 
agreed to submit the account of the revenues, Tlie Board appointed 
him Naib of the Nizamat on Mir Jafar's death in 1765. Xajiniid-Daulali 
resented the appointment and represented against it to Clive who asso- 
ciated Durlabhram and Jagat Seth with Muhammad Riza Khan in the 
superintendence of the new Nawab’s affairs. Muhammad Riza Khan was 
later made Naih Diwan when the English obtained the Digram of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa. Roy, op. ciL, pp. 257-9 : James Mill. The of 

British hidia, VoL III, pp. 281-2. 

2. treaty with Nazetn-o-Dowk (p. 1461 — For articles of the treatv sec 
Bolts, op. cit.y Appendix, pp. 22-5. 

3. Mr. Spencer (p. 147) — John Spencer, originally belonging to the 
Bombay civil service; officiated as Governor of Bengal from 3 December 1764 
till the assumption of that office by Lord Clive on 3 IMay 1765. On the latter’s 
insistence be w^as transferred back to Bombay and W. B. Sumner was 
appointed Second in Council. Spencer’s representation against it was of 
no avail. Shortly afterwards he was dismissed for having exacted illegal 
gratification on Najmud-Daulah's accession. 

4. Sultan of Xolo (p. 149) — Another copv reads as "HoIo^ the correct 
word, however, being Sulu wffiich is an archipelago of 188 mountainous 
islands stretching from Borneo to the Philippines, with a total area of 94S 
square miles. The Malay-Muhammadan inhabitants of the archipelago 
were, as bold pirates, the terror of the seas, until the Spaniards conquered 
them in 1876. In 1899 the Sultan of Sulu recognised the authority of the 
United States. Patrick, op. at. 

5. Sir Robert Fletcher (p. 153) — He was appointed a writer at Madras 
in 1757 and soon afterw^ards transferred to the armv. He was dismissed for 
wniting an insolent letter to the Government but reinstated at Coote's inter- 
cession! He was transferred to Bengal in 1763. In 1765, he became Lt. Col. 
and was placed in command of the 1st Brigade at Monghyr. He was court- 
martialled for his part in the hatta mutiny of 1766, found guilty and 
dismissed. He was, how'ever, reinstated in 1771 and sent back to Madras 
where he became C.-in-C. in 1772. 

6. Radachurnd Metre (p. 161) — Radhacharan Mitra w'as condemned to 
death on 27 February 1765 on charge of forging a paper to procure money 
from Khwaja Solomon. The inhabitants of Calcutta sent petitions, praying 
for mercy to tlie delinquent. Due to the slender evidence available, the 
President interceded in favour of Radhacharan whereupon the Court obtain- 
ed His Majesty’s pardon for him. Home Public Consultation, 11 March 
1765, No. 1 : Home Public Proceedings, 29 January 1766, pp. 116-9. 

7. Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell (p. 162) — Succeeded Clive as tempo- 
rary Governor of Bengal on 28 January 1760 and continued until Vansittarr 
assumed office on 27 July 1760. In the beginning he. was strongly in favour 
of removing Mir Jafar, and recommended the establishment of the Company 
as the Subahdar, but subsequently he supported the candidature of !Mir 
Qasim. This change of riews is attributed to the heavy bribe of £30,937 
he received from Mir Qasim. Forrest, op. at., 11, p. 215 ; Mill, op. cii., 
in, pp. 257-8. 
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No. 21—2 May 1766 

1. unanimous request . . . season in Bengal (p. 168) — Clive declined 
to complv with the Court’s request on grounds of ill-health. For his reply 
see p. 476 ante. 

No. 22— iy May 1766 

1, amicable manner with . . . Mr. Law (p. 172) — Jean Law de Lau- 
ristoii on being appointed by the French Government as Royal Commis- 
sioner for receiving back from the English the French settlements in India 
in accordance with the Treaty of Paris (1763), returned to India in January 
1765, and took possession of Karikal, Pondicherry and Cliandernagore along 
with its subordinate factories including that at Balasore. (Taking over of 
the Balasore factory was delayed for the reason mentioned in para. 14 on 
p. 349 ante). The other settlements, viz, Mahe, Surat, Calicut, Yanam 
and hlasulipatam, were also restored to the French in the course of 1765. 
Sen, op. cit., p. 34 ff. 

No. 23—17 May 1766 

1. Bulwant Sing’s joining us at the time he did (p. 183) — ^Balwant 
Singh, Raja of Benares (1739-64, 1765-70), had joined Shah Alam and 
Shujaud-Daulah in their invasion of Bengal. After the disastrous battle of 
Buxar, however, he went over to the British camp and was anxious to seek 
their protection and to secure their recognition of his zammdari on the 
same terms on which he had hitherto held it from his liege-lord, Shujaud- 
Daulah. By the agreement of 1764 bettveen Shah Alam and the Company 
the overlordship of Balwant Singh’s estates w^as transferred from Oudh to 
the Company ; but the transfer was disapproved by the Court of Directors 
and in 1765 the control of the estates was restored to Oudh, Shujaud-Daulah 
agreeing to guarantee Balwant Singh all those estates on the condition of 
his paying liim the same revenue as before. A. L. Srivastava, Shiija-iid- 
Daiilah, Vol. I, pp, 254-7 ; Vol. 11, p. 14. 

2. concessions in favour of . . . his country (p. 183) — ^This refers to 
the Treaty of xAllahabad, 1765. 

3. the office and power of the King’s Dewan (p. 184) — In its letter 
dated 24 January 1767 the Select Committee informed the Court that the 
functions of the Diwan were being carried out according to the latter’s 
directions. Fort William — India House Correspondencej Vol. V, p. Ill . 

4. concurrent testimonies of . . . Mahmud Reza Cawn (p. 187) — 
Muhammad Riza Khan represented to Clive on 23 June 1765 that the various 
amounts given to the members of Board and others were extracted from 
Najmud-Daulah and not given voluntarily, and that he himself was only 
acting as an agent between the parties concerned. C.P.C.^ I, pp. 416-7. 

5. Mongheer treaty (p. 189 ) — Ax the close of 1762, Vansittart visited 
Mir Qasim at his capital Monghyr, and concluded an agreement with him 
whereby English merchants were to pay 9% duty on the prime cost of all 
goods intended for private trade ; and ^sputes concerning such goods were 
to be investigated and settled by the Nawab’s officers. Accusing Vansittart 
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of collusion with the Naw’^ib, the Council insisted on a right to duty-free 
private inland trade in all articles except salt, and rejected the agreement 
K. K. Datta, Studies in the History of the Bengal Subah^ Vol. I, pp. 327-34. 

No. 24 — 17 May 1766 

1. the present intended for General Carnac (p. 194)' — Shah Alam wrote 

to Lord Clive on 15 September 1765 that he proposed to give a present of 
two lakhs of rupees to General Carnac for his services in driving out the 
Marathas and restoring tranquillity in the country. Home Public Consulta- 
tion, 25 September 1765, No. 7. 


No. 26 — 21 November 1766 


1. Joanna (p- 200) — ^Johanna, one of the four islands collectively known 
as Comoro Isles, is situated in the Mozambique Channel, between Africa 
and Madagascar. It is also called Anjouan. Patrick, op. cit. 

2. suspend Mr. Majendie (p. 21 1)— -William Majendie was Secretary 
to the Fort William Board. He and a few' others addressed a memorial to 
the Court of Directors against Select Committees appointmg four civilians 
from Madras as members of the Fort William Board. Though he was sus- 
pended for flouting the authority of the Select Committee, he was later 
reinstated by the Court after a reprimand, as a result of Lord Cli\ e s recom- 
mendation and his own apologies. Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 210-L 


3. John Johnstone . . . like offence (p. 212)-On Najmud-DauWs 
accession Johnstone had demanded a very large sum of money from him. 
After a good deal of wrangHng the Nawab gave two^ promissory notes for 
Rs. 1,00,000 and Rs. 50,000 payable to Johnstone and his brother respectively 
and another note for Rs. 4,75,000 to be divided equally among Messrs John- 
stone, Senior, Middleton, Leycester and Johnstones brother. C.P.C., I, 


p. 416. 

4 Bolackydass (p. 214)— The factors at Dacca had borrowed two lakhs 
of rupees from the banker Bulakidas Seth whose name later came to be 
associated with the trial of Nandaktimar. According to Muhammad Rtza 
Khan, the amount received by the Company was Rs. 2,30,000. Having faile 
to eet iustice in Bengal, Bulakidas sent an agent to England to represent his 
case before the Directors who thereupon ordered an enquiry to be made mto 
the matter. The payment was finally made in 1769 H. Bevendge^T/i. 
Trw! of Nanda Kitmar, p. 11 ff ; C.RC.,, I. p. 249 ; Fort W dhar,i-lndia House 

Correspondence^ Vol. V, p. 613. 


No, 27—2/ November 1766 

1. Chittabroy’s . . - King’s Dcsvaii (p. 220)— While the Company 
itself was the Diwan, the actual administration of revenues m Bdrar m 
rte Lnl oi S."b Eai a, N.ib D-.,. from 1765 .o 17^ Ifc 
were to a Umited extent, directed by British supervisors who_ had an overalL 
though not an immediate, control over the collections Hastmgs put an md 
to the dual control by abolishing the office of Nmb Oman and Shitab Rai 
was prosecuted for peculation. He was later exonerated. 
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2. proceedings , . . Calcutta lands (p. 223 J — In order to get more 

revenue the Company’s servants introduced a new system in the freshly 
acquired districts of 24-Parganas (referred to here as Calcutta lands), 
Burdwaii and Midnapore. They disregarded the customary rights of the 
zamindars and let out their lands by pubhc auction for a short term of 
three years. Such temporary leases were known as ijaras and the system 
adopted was called the ijara system as opposed to the zamindari system. 
This oppressive svstem was subsequently extended to the whole of Bengal. 
Romesh Diitt, The Economic History of India, Vol I, p. 31 ; F. D. 

Ascoli, Early Revenue History of Bengal & The Fifth Report, 1812, p. 32. 

3. Mr. Floyer (p. 225) — Charles Floyer was one of the four civilians 
from Fort St. George tvhorn Clive invited to take seat m the Council at Fort 
William in 1766. He held at different periods important posts such as those 
of Militarv Paymaster-General Military Store-Keeper, Mint blaster and 
Secretary to Select Committee. 


4. Mr. Leycester’s iociinutes (p. 226) — Ralph Ixycester was prosecuted 
in England in 1766 for ‘'divers large sums of money, jew^els, and other valu- 
able things, obtained from the Nabob (i.e. Nazm-ud-Dowla).'" Banerjee, 
op, cit., p. 589. 

5. Mr. Gray (p. 226) — Though he could not be immediately compelled 
to make restitution of the sums received from Najmud-Daulah, he had to 
face, like Leycester, a law-suit on that account in England. 


LETTERS TO COURT 

No. 1 — 20 February 1764 

1* reduction of Madura (p. 236) — An English force under Col. Monson 
was sent against Yusuf Khan, the governor of Madura, in 1763 to lay siege 
to die town. Monson was forced to raise the siege m November but it was 
renewed in April 1764 under Maj. Charles Campbell vsdien the garrison was 
obliged to surrender due to scarcity and discontent in the Khan’s army. 
John Biddulph, Stringer Lawrence, pp. 111-2. 

2. death of Major Adams (p. 237) — In the war against Mir Qasim 
Maj. Thomas Adams won four brilliant victories during 1763, but he was 
so broken down by illness that after capturing Patna and pursuing the Nawab 
as far as the boundary of Oudh he rethed to Calcutta where he died on 
16 January 1764. 

3. Major Knox (p. 237) — Maj.- Randfurlie Knox was appointed Quarter 
iVIaster General to hlaj. Adams's force in July 1763. He succeeded Adams 
in command of the field army in December 1763. but being in ill health he 
was obliged to hand over the command to Capt. William Jennings. He died 
at Patna on 28 January 1764. 

4. Captain Archibald Swinton (p. 238) — In the war with Mir Qasim 
he was wounded during the capture of Monghyr and lost an arm during 
the siege of Patna. He raised at Midnapore in 1763 the 10th battalion of 
sepoys which came to be known after him as Soolteen-ki~Paltan. He was 
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cippointed Persian Inteipreter to Carnac in January 1765 and placed in charge 
of the Harkara (Intelligence) Department with 'the field armv in :\Iardi 
1/65. He resigned and sailed for England in Janiiarv 1766, carrying a letter 
from Shah Alam to King George III 


5. directions the gentlemen at Dacca had given (p. 239 1— -The Dacca 

factory was attacked by IVlir Qasini s forces and plundered in Jiiiv 1765. 
Forrest, op. cit,, 11, p. 23S. 


6. we shall pay to Mr. Van Sittart . . . commission (p. 2401— Heerv 

Vansittart was originally granted, as President, a commission of lyi per cent 
on the net annual revenue of the Company's lands in Calcutta and the 24- 
Parganas. The Court of Directors not only confirmed tliis but also granted 
him a further commission of ly^ per cent on net revenue from the lands 
ceded by Mu* Qasim in 1760. This additional emolument was “expressiv 
to be understood as a distinct reward due to the personal merit of Presi- 
dent Vansittart’b and was not to be claimed bv bis successors. Banerjee, 
op. cit.y pp. 134-6. 


No. 2 — 20 February 1764 

1. payment of the thirty lacks (p. 246j — This refers to the lOth article 
of Mir Jafar’s treaty with the Company, dated 10 July 1763, bv which the 
Nawab agreed to pay ‘hhirty lacks of rupees to defray all the expenses and 
loss accruing to the Company from the war and stoppage of their invest- 
ment.” Bolts, op. cit.j Appendix, pp. 16-7. 

2. Capt. Jennings (p. 247) — Capt. \Mlliam Jennings was the comiiiaii- 
dant of the Bengal Artillery from 1758 till his death in 17^, He took part 
in the war with Mir Qasim in 1763 and succeeded Maj. Raiidfurlie Knox 
in command of the field army in January 1764. 

3. those returning from Manilha (p. 247) — During the course of the 
Seven Years’ War a British expeditionary force was sent from Madras, in 
1762, to Manila in the Philippine Islands then belonging to Spain, an ally of 
France. The towm was captured within 12 days, but bv the Treaty of Paris 
(1763) the colony w*as restored to Spain and the troops withdrawn. 

No. 3 — 19 March 1764 

1. Russian officers^ who came out on his ship Ip, 249) — During the 

Seven Years' War the Empress of RuvS.sia had rci]Liesied the British Govern- 
ment to arrange for the training of certain Russian officers in advanced 
techniques of navigation on British war-ships. But the officers arrived only 
after peace w^as concluded, so thev were accommodated on the Company's 
ships for their return journey. Home Public letter from Court, dated 
6 April 1763. 

2. Mr. Graham (p. 249) — ^John Graham joined the Company’s service 
as a writer in 1758. He became Sub-Secretary to the Fort \\ulEani Board 
in 1762 and Secretary in 1763. Later he was appointed Agent for the Com- 
pany's Navy and administered, in that capacity, the navy donation given 

by Mir Jafar. 
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No. 5 — 25 March 1764 

1. The appointment of Mr. Spencer (p. 253) — VaiL^ittart returned to 
England in November 1764 and John Spencer assumed office on 3 Decem- 
ber 1764. 

2. memorial (p. 253) — ^\^ansittart here refers to his work A Narrative 
of the Transactions in Bengal from the Year 1760 to the Year 1764. 

No. 7 — 27 September 1764 

1. massacre at Patna (p. 258)— During his war with the English in 
1763 Mir Qasim having been beaten m several encounters retreated to 
Monghyr. After staying there for a few days he proceeded with the main 
body of his troops to Patna, leaving a strong garrison behind to guard the 
fort and taking with him all his European prisoners. He wrote a letter to 
Maj. Adams, threatening to put the prisoners to death if the British army 
continued to advance. When the Nawab heard later that Monghyr had 
surrendered he carried out his threat and ordered the European prisoners 
to be murdered. On 4 October 1763, Walter Reinhardt, commonly known 
as Sombre or Samru, in compliance with the Nawab's orders, massacred 
upwards of fifty civil and military officers and one hundred soldiers. 

No. 8 — 6 November 1764 

1. victory ... at Buxar (p. 260) — On 23 October 1764 Maj. Munro 
led his troops against the Nawab Vazir who had encamped for several 
months at Buxar with an army of 50,000 men, and completely routed him. 

No. 9 — ^26 November 1764 

L murderers (p. 262) — ^The reference is to the perpetrators of the 
massacre of Pauia — Mir Qasim and Walter Reinhardt. 

2. Deny Bahadre (p. 263) — brahmin of obscure origin, Beni Bahadur 
by dint of natural talent rose to be Shujaud-Daulah’s Diwan m 1755 and his 
Naib in 1759. He was from the very beginning pro-English in attitude. 
After die battle of Buxar he was commissioned by the Vazir to negotiate a 
treaty with die English. On the fall of Allahabad he was persuaded by 
Carnac to accept the governorship of Oudh on condition that he placed 
his services at the disposal of the British. He accepted, but reverted to 
allegiance of the Vazh on learning that the English demanded his women 
as hostages for his fidelity. The Vazir, however, could not forgive him this 
lapse and was anxious to chastise him. In 1767 he was dismissed and 
blinded. Srivastava, op. cit., I, pp. 262, 281-2; II, 33-40. 

3. our terms (p. 263) — ^The Nawab Vazir offered fifty lakhs of rupees 
for the Company and its army and eight lakhs for Maj. Munro. But in 
his letter dated 16 November 1764 Maj. Munro informed Beni Bahadur 
that the surrender of Mir Qasim and Samru was a condition precedent to 
peace. C.P.C.^ I, p. 359. 

4. last treaty (p. 264) — ^The third article of this treaty confirmed to 
the English the privilege of carrying on duty-free trade m all articles except 
salt on which a duty of V/x per cent was to be levied. Bolts, op. dt., 
Appendix, p. 15. 
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No. 10 — 26 November 1764 

I, particular instructions (p. 266) — ^In the beginning of 1764 tiie Court 
of Directors invested Vansittart with extraordinary powers to enable him to 
deal with the critical situation in Bengal. He w^as to be the sole adminis- 
trator of the Company’s affairs and his orders and directions were binding 
on all the members of the Council as well as other servants of the Company 
in Bengal. Banerjee, op. cit., p, 181. 


No. 11 — 26 November 1764 

1. Committee of Am tings (p. 271) — ^This Committee looked after the 
investments of the Company. In 1768 the work of corresponding with the 
Dutch and the French regarding their investments was added to its other 
duties, as the President who hitherto dealt with this work, found little time 
for it. Fort William — India House Correspondence^ VoL V, pp. 434-5. 

2. Committee of Lands (p. 273)— -This Committee, consisting of five 
persons, was set up for the management of the Company's new territorial 
acquisitions in 1760. A covenanted serv^ant was its secretary and accountant. 
The President assumed full powers whenever he found it necessary. Home 
Public letter from Court, 1 April 1760, para 96. 

3. James Rennell (p. 275)--Originally belonging 

he entered the Company’s naval service in 1763 and commanded the 
Neptune in which he conducted survey of the Palk Strait and Pamhen 
Channel. He was ordered to make a survey of Bengal in 1764 and started 
that work in May. He became Surveyor General in 1767. 

4. restitution stipulated by the Nabob Meet Jaffier in his tr^ty 
(p. 277)— According to the 5th article of the treaty signed in June 1757, 
^ JaHr was to give 50 lakhs of rupees *Tor the effects plundered from the 
English inhabitants at Calcutta” during Sirajud-Daulah’s capture of the 
city. By articles 4, 6 and 7 he promised to pay one crore of rupees for the 
losses sustained by the Company during the capture of Cakuua, 20 laklis 
for the Hindu and Muslhn sufferers and 7 lakhs for the Armenian sufferers. 

Bolts, op. cit., Appendix, pp. 5-6. 

5 Roydoolub (p 278) — ^Durlabhram Mahindra, who was commonly 
known as Raidurlabh, was a liigh official of the Nizamat. He served as a 
minister under Alivardi, Sirajud-Daulah imd Mir Jafm. Later he, along 
with Muhammad Riza Khan and Jagat Seth, was appointed for the general 
administration and revenue collection of the Nizamat. 

6. last year’s treaty with the Nabob ... be made good to them 
(p. 280)— Refers to the 10th article of the treaty with Mir Jafar, dated 10 July 

1763. Bolts, op. cit., Appendix, pp. 16-7. 

7 Mr Campbell ... the regulations (p. 281j— The reflations pro- 
vided'for die maintenance of registers in wlrich the receipt ^eljver^ assay 
and nroduce of aU monev sent to the mint was to be entered to the sansfac- 
Sn It tery proprietor of bullion. Also aU buUion of suihcient purity -was 
to be comelltolikka or Arcot rupees without the process of refini^ witlun 
15 days of its receipt. Home Public Proceedings, July-December 1/&4, 

pp. 731-4. 

32 
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Na. 12 — 8 December 1764 

1 . Usoff Cawn’s own troops (p. 290)— Yusuf Khan, Subahdar of 
Neiiore, joined the Company’s service in 1751 and later became the Com- 
mandant of the Company’s Sepoys. In 1761 he was appointed governor of 
Madura and Tinnevelly. Before long he began to aim at independence in 
consequence of which a force was sent against him. After several engage- 
ments he was finally seized and hanged on 15 October 1764. Biddulph, 
op. cit., p. 110 ff ; Love, op. cit., II, pp. 515, 588. 

No. 13 — 3 January 1765 

1. paper of articles (p. 291) — This was sent to Maj. Munro on 6 
December 1764 for execution by Shah Alam. For particulars see Bolts, 
op. cit., Appendix, pp. 20-1. 

No. 14 — 6 February 1765 

1. the phirmaund (p. 295j — It refers to the fannan of Shah Alam, 
dated 20 December 1764, granting to the Company the zamindari of Ghazi- 
pur, Benares etc., held by Raja Balwant Singh. For further particulars 
see Bolts, op. cit.j Appendix, pp, 21-2. 

2. his decease cannot be very remote (p. 297)— NIir Jafar expired on 
5 February 1765, aged 74. 

No. 15 — 6 February 1765 

1 . myself entirely excluded (p. 298) — On Clive’s insistence the Court 
of Directors cancelled on 27 April 1764 John Spencer’s nomination to the 
governorship of Bengal and transferred him back to Bombay. Forrest, 
op. cit.j II, pp. 201-2. 

2. Mr, Sumner (p. 299) — ^William Brightwell Sumner entered the Com- 
pany’s service in November 1744 as a writer, and rose to be a member of 
the Fort William Board in January 1759. In 1765, he became Second in 
Council and was to succeed Clive in case of his death or return to England. 
Banerjee, op. cit.^ pp. 122-3. 

No. 16 — 6 February 1765 

1. reduction of the batta (p. 304) — ^The Court’s letter dated 1 June 
1764, in which they had ordered the withdrawal of double batta, reached 
Calcutta in January 1765, soon after the battle of Buxar. Forrest, op. cit., 
n, p. 314. 

2. Richard Barwell (p. 304) — Previous to his appointment as Resident 
at Malda, he was Sub-Accountant. He held many important positions in 
the Company’s service later and finally rose to be one of the Councillors 
during the governorship of Warren Hastings, He was Hastings’ greatest 
supporter. 

No. 17 — 8 February 1765 

1. we propose to nominate . . . authority of the Company (p. 312) — 
Spencer and his colleagues were aware that Clive was on his way to India 
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with orders to root out such abuses as acceptance of presents, etc. So before 
his arrival, on coming to know of hlir Jafar’s death, they hastened to ack- 
nowledge his eldest son Najniud-Daulah as Nawab. Besides curtailing his 
power, they required the new Nawab to make donations to the Councillors 
to the tune of twenty lakhs of rupees and to confirm to the CompaiiY's 
servants the privilege of duty-free inland trade. Forrest, op. cit., II, p. 261 , 

No. 18— ii March 1765 

1. both places . . . surrendered (p. 3i4j — In the reduction of the im- 
portant forts of Allahabad and Chunar Maj. Fletcher at first tried persua- 
sion and diplomacy with the help of Shah Alara who called upon the garri- 
sons to surrender, but it was of no avail. After some hard fighting, the 
beleaguered fort at Allahabad surrendered on 8 February 1765 through the 
mediation of Najaf Khan. Chunargarh surrendered to hlaj. Siibbert on the 
same day with practically no loss on the Enghsh side. Srivastava, op. dt.^ 

I, pp. 271-9. 

2. son of Miran (p. 315) — Saiyid Murtaza Khan alias hlir Saidu. He 
was a child of six when his grandfather Mir Jafar died. Clive, like 
Mr. Burdett, was in favour of recognising him as Nawab and ruling in his 
name. But before Clive could reach Calcutta Najmiid-Daulah was declared 
as Nawab. Nlir Saidu was given a pension of Rs. 3,000 a month from the 
Nizamat. He died on 14 January 1810. C.P.C.y VII, p. 6; Forrest, op, cit.^ 

II, p. 261. 

3. arrangements . . . made in the Government (p. 315) — ^Najmud- 
Daulah was recognised as Nawab on condition that he would appoint as 
minister a person nominated by the English, and he would not remove him 
without their consent. The minister was to hold the title of Naib Subah 
and was to manage all the affairs of the Nawab. Thus the Nawab was 
reduced to a mere figurehead, entire administradon being conducted by a 
nominee of the English. 

4. accordingly executed it ... of the D^urbar (p. 315)— -The treaty 
with Najmud-Daulah was signed on 25 February 1765. For details see Bolts, 
op. cit.^ Appendix, pp. 22-5. 

5. Mr. Gray . . . dissented from the first part of them (p. 316) — On 19 
February 1765 George Gray, a member of the Board, delivered, after the 
fair copy of the proposed treaty with Najmud-Daulah had been read at the 
secret consultadon held on that day, a minute in which he expressed him- 
self against reducing the new Nawnb into a mere cipher. Eds main objec- 
tions were to the appointment of IMuhammad Rrza Khan as D^atb Subah 
and assumption by the Board of veto power in the appointment of officers of 
the Government. On the next day he delivered another minute, asserting 
among other things that the Naib Subah should be a person in whom the 
Nawab might have sufficient confidence. Banerjee, op. cit.^ pp. 32-a. 

* 6. arrival there of Mr. Law (p. 316)— Jean Law de Lauriston, who was 

appointed Governor of the French settlements in India and Royal Commis- 
sioner for receiving back from the English the former French possessions 
in accordance with article 11 of the Treaty of Paris (1763), left France for 
India on 1 April 1764 and landed at Madras on 29 January 1765. He took 
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possession of Karikai on 18 February and of Pondicherry on 11 April 1765. 
The other settlements also were taken back by the French in the course 
of the year. Sen, op. cit.j pp. 34-5. 

7 . General Carnac . . . mentioned him with the same want of candour 

(p. 317 ^ — ^Vansiitart’s Council was openly hostile to him on the question of 
private trade carried on duty-free by the Company’s servants and theh 
agents. When Vansittart attempted to reach a compromise on tit is question 
with the Nawab, Maj. Carnac was one of those who vehemently opposed 
him, and became uncivil and insolent. This resulted in his dismissal. 
(Garnac’s letter, however, is not traceable among the Company’s records either 
in India or in England). L. S. Sutherland, The East India Company in 
Eighteenth-Century Politics, p. 1 16. 

8. Mr. Marriott (p. 317) — Randolph Marriott became a member of 
the Council under Vansittart. In 1765 he was sent to Benares as Resident 
but soon got into trouble for appropriadng ilheit profits from the local mint. 
Later he was appointed one of His hlajesty’s Justices of the Peace. 

9. reverse of Lord Clive’s jaghire (p. 317) — ^Najmud-Daulah issued a 
sanad dated 23 June 1765 for the reversion in perpetuity of Lord Chve’s 
jagir to the Company in 1774 after the expiration of the 10-year term during 
which Lord Clive was to enjoy it. Bolts, op. cit., Appendix, p, 76. 

No. 19 — 11 March 1765 

1. our engagements , . . provinces upon us (p. 319) — ^According to 
the terms of the treaty dated 25 February 1765 the English were to maintain 
an adequate force to support the Nawab in the defence of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa against all enemies. Ibid., pp. 22-3. 

2. hon’ble distinctions you have been pleased to shew him (p. 321) — 
John Carnac was reappointed C.-in-C. with the rank of Colonel and the title 
of Brig.-General on 20 December 1764. He arrived and assumed command 
of the army at Chunar on 13 February 1765. Srivastava, op. cit., I, pp. 267, 
280. 

No. 20 — M March 1765 

1. General Carnac possesses himself of Lucknow (p. 324) — ^A detach- 
ment sent by Carnac occupied Lucknow in the third week of March 1765 
‘without obstruction'. Ibid., pp. 282-3. 

2. Nejib O Dowla (p. 325) — Najibud-Daulah, the Rohilla chief, was the 
prime minister and supreme power behind the throne at Delhi at this time. 
Shujaud-Daulah’s proposal to him for an offensive alliance against the Eng- 
lish met with an evasive reply. Najib excused himself on the plea of his 
preoccupation with the Jat war. Ibid., p. 286. 

3. steps we have taken . , . Nundocamar (p. 326) — The whole charge 
of Government was placed in the hands of Muhammad Riza Khan as the 
Naib Subah. The collection of revenues was, however, entrusted to Nanda- 
kumar and Raidurlabh. Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 12-3. 

4. procure for you . . . Northern Circars (p. 327) — ^Nizam Ali had 
offered the sarkars to the English on condition that they would render him 
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military aid whenever in need, hut the offer had not heen accepted. In 1765, 
the Company obtained a grant of all the five sarkars from Shah Alam, which 
were taken over by General Caillaud. Nizam Ali did not silentlv acquiesce 
in this dismemberment of his dominions, and the dispute continued till 12 
November 1766 when a settlement was arrived at bv which in return for 
the grant of the sarkars the Company agreed to keep a body of troops ready 
to help the Nizam and to pay liim a tribute of nine lakhs anniiallv when 
such aid was not required. 

5. Major Pemble (p. 329) — Charles Pemble entered the Bombay army 
in 1750. He distinguished himself in the expedition to Manila. In 1763, 
he embarked for Bengal with the Bombay troops under Maj. IVIunro. He 
commanded the second line at the battle of Buxar. He wras promoted to the 
rank of Major in 1764. In 1767 he was transferred back to Bombay where 
he became C.-in-C. in 1768 and held that position till his death in 1770. 

No. 21 — 30 September 1765 

1. Upon my arrival (p. 330) — Clive hoarded the Kent at Portsmouth 
on 4 June 1764 and, after a voyage of little more than ten months, landed at 
Madras on 10 April 1765. He reached Calcutta on 3 May. Forrest, op. cit., 
II, pp. 245, 255, 259. 

2. This I can assure you happened at Benares fp. 332) — On his 
arrival near Benares after the battle of Buxar, Maj. Munio sent some troops 
for its defence and issued strict orders against the plunder of the city. The 
inhabitants promised to pay four lakhs of rupees for this protection, and 
the Board gladly approved of the acceptance of the ransom as a reward 
to the army. Though further leties from the people w'ere prohibited, con- 
temporary sources mention the fact that w^ealthy inhabitants and merchants 
were compelled to make further contributions and that there was some loot- 
ing also. Srivastava, op. cit., I, pp. 250- i. 

3. treaty of peace with the Vizier (p. 333) — Refers to the treaty be- 
tween Nawab Shujaud-Daulah on the one hand and Nawab Najmud-Daulah 
and the Company on the other, concluded at xA.llahabad on 16 August 1765 . 
For details see Srivastava, op. cit.^ II, pp. 14-5. 

4. expedient of a Select Committee (p. 335) — ^For the Court’s object 
in appointing the Select Committee consisting of Clive, Sumner, Carnac, 
Verelst and Sykes, see para. 67 on page 55 ante. 

5. appointments from another settlement (p. 336) — The President and 
Council were empowered to fill casual vacancies in the Council from among 
the senior servants in Bengal. But at the instance of Lord CEve the Select 
Committee, in exercise of the extraordinary powers vested in it, decided to 
make appointments from Madras for reforming the system of administra- 
tion in Bengal. Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 199-200. 

6. aUowance for the support of the Nabob’s dignity and power 
(p. 337)-— According to the agreement wdth Nawab Najmud-Daulah executed 
through Francis Sykes in July 1765, the Naw^ab was promised a sum of 
Rs. 5,386,131-9-0 or £6,73,266 annually in return for the reyenues which had 
been granted to the Company by Shah Alam. Bolts, op. cit.y Appendix, 
pp. 37-8, 
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7. Juggut Seat (p. 339) — Jagat Seth was not a name but a title borne 
bv the senior partner of the great banking bouse at Murshidabad. The title 
was first conferred by the hlughal Emperor upon Fateh Chand, the adopted 
son of Manik Chand who is regarded as the founder of the Seth family in 
Bengal The name of the Jagat Seth referred to here was Khushal Chand. 
Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 45-6. 

8. appomted jointly . . . his affairs (p. 339) — ^The administrative 
arrangements made by the Company in February 1765 on the accession of 
Najmud-Daulah were materially altered in June 1765. To avoid the danger 
involved in investing all power in one man i.e. Muhammad Riza Khan, it 
was resolved that he should cease to be Naih Siihah and that Raidurlabh 
and Jagat Seth be associated with him in the administration of the Govern- 
ment, each enjoying an equal share of power and authority. Ihid. 

9. Mr. Sykes (p. 339) — Francis Sykes had gained experience in the 
^country politics’ first as an assistant and later as a member of the Council 
at Cossimbazar. He was appointed Resident at Murshidabad in place of 
Samuel Middleton at the instance of the Select Committee. One of his 
duties was to maintain balance of power among Riza Khan, Jagat Seth and 
Raidurlabh, ministers of Najmud-Daulah. 

10. particulars of these regulations (p. 340) — The trade in salt, betel- 
nut and tobacco was to be conducted solely by a Society of Trade in which 
all the Company’s servants, excepting writers and army officers below the 
rank of major, were to have shares according to their respective ranks. The 
supplies w^ere to be obtained through Indian merchants and retailed by 
agents, generally European, at rates 12 or 15 per cent below the average rate 
of the 20 years preceding. A duty of 35 per cent on salt, 10 per cent on 
betel-nut and 25 per cent on tobacco was to be levied by the Company. The 
plan was tried on experimental basis for one year. Forrest, op. cit., II, 
pp. 301-2. 

11. advantages proposed for the Governor and Council (p. 340) — 
Members of the Council were to have two shares each in the Society of 
Trade and it was calculated that their profits would amount to £7,000 per 
annum per head while the Governor’s five shares would yield an income of 
£17,500. Ibid. 

12. appointing field officers (p. 341) — Clive realised that military dis- 
cipline could only be inculcated by efficient regimental officers. He, there- 
fore, introduced into each brigade more field officers than there were in the 
whole force before he took over charge in 1765. Ibid., p. 291. 

13. Lieut. Colonel Peach (p. 342) — ^Joseph Peach, a Lieutenant in 
H.M.’s army, w^as appointed a field officer on the Bengal establishment in 
May 1764 while he was still in England. He commanded the 2nd European 
Regiment in the 2nd Brigade at Allahabad in 1765. 

14. Lieut. Colonel Chapman (p. 342) — Charles Chapman was trans- 
ferred as Lt. Col. from HM.’s army in 1765 to command the 3rd Bengal 
European Regiment in the 3rd Brigade. He was appointed C.-in-C. in 
December 1773 but resigned in January 1774, 
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15. Mr. Verelst (p. 344) — Harry Verelst succeeded Clive as Governor of 

Bengal in January 1767, and held the office until December 1769. He was 
a great friend and confidant of Clive. He is the author of A of the 

RisCj Progress and Present State of the English Government in Bengal. 

16. Mr. Johnstone . . . throw out some observations fp. 344i — ^John 
Johnstone was the most bitter foe of Clive in the Bengal Council 'When the 
question of receiving presents was brought before the Council, Johnstone, 
who was chiefly implicated, sought to defend himself bv a maEcious attack 
on Clive’s acceptance of jagir from hlir Jafar. Forrest, op. cit.. II, pp. 265-6. 

No. 22 — 30 September 1765 

1. Act of Restitution of Chandemagore fp. 350'^' — ^For the Act in 

French and English languages see Home Public Consultations, 21 June 
1765, Nos. 1-2. 

2. Before Colonel Smith . . . representation fp. 351] — ^For details of 
Col. Richard Smith’s representation dated 22 hlay 1765 against the 
orders of the Court of Directors contained in their General Letter of 1 June 

1764, see Home Public Proceedings, 25 Januarv-30 December 1765, pp, 13-6. 

3. sums which had been received ... his Excellency (p. 352) — Be- 
fore the Committee of the House of Commons in 1773 it was proved 
that the members of the Board had received large sums of money on 
Najmud-Daulah’s accession: Spencer, Rs. 2,00,000; Plavdell, Rs. 1,00,000; 
Burdett, Rs. 1,00,000; Gray, Rs. 1,00,000; Johnstone. Rs. 2,37,000; Leycester, 
Rs. 1,12,500; Senior, Rs. 1,72,500 : and hliddieton, Rs. 1,22,500. Mill, op. cit.. 
Ill, p. 259. 

4. Zemindar confined . . . a ghantJJianjee fp. 353) — ^The ghatnnanihi 
employed by Lord Clive was alleged to have hired out to Capt. Swallow 
leaky boats for carrying his salt up the country, resulting in great loss to 
the Captain. Burdett, as the Zamindar of 24-Parganas, bad therefore 
ordered the ghatmianjhi to he detained in the cutchery. Home Public Con- 
sultation, 24 June 1765, No. 3(a). 

5. note of hand (p. 353)— Raidurlabh is said to have given to Burdett 
a promissory note for Rs. 90,000. Home Public Consultation, 14 October 

1765, No. 8.' 

6. Mr. Sykes ... to proceed to Murshedabad (p. 354) — ^Francis Sykes 

was sent to Murshidabad as a deputy of the Select Committee on the sug- 
gestion of Clive. He was specially commissioned to examine and report on 
p 2 irtition of power hetw^een hlahomed Reza Cawn, Lloolubram 
and Juggutseat” tvhich was in danger of being disturbed through the ambi- 
tion of Raidurlabh. Samuel Middleton, Resident at Murshidabad, was 
informed by the Committee on 9 July 1765 that he should not regard Sykes’s 
visit as a reflection on his capacity for such kind of work. Select Committee 

Proceedings, 7 July 1765. 

7. Messrs. Sumner . . . constituted the Committee (p. 356)--The 

actual decision to institute the Society of Trade w^as taken at the meeting of 
the Select Committee on 10 August 1765. The plan of the Society was 
framed principally by Sumner. A Committee of Trade was formed 
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consisting of four persons, namely Sumner and Verelst representing the 
Select Committee and Levcester and Gray representing the Council. For 
further particulars see Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 390-4. 

S. donation to . . . squadron under his command (p. 357) — ^Tiie 
demand for donation to the navy was the most unjustified and iniquitous of 
the extortions from Mir Jafar, as the navv as such had hardly rendered 
anv service during the war. The original demand was for 25 lakhs of 
rupees. Mir Jafar strongly protested and even threatened to resign, but 
pressure was brought to bear upon him through Raidurlabh and Nanda- 
kumar. Ultimately the Nawab was not only made to pay lakhs in cash 
but was forced to make a further payment of 12^4 lakhs in instalments and 
to acknowledge in writing that the donation was voluntary. The Court of 
Directors w^as kept in the dark about this transaction, for which the Council 
tvas severely criticised in the Court’s letter dated 24th December 1765. Rov, 
op. cit.j pp. 286-90. 

No. 23 — 28 November 1765 

1. Mr, Bolts (p. 363) — A merchant of Dutch extraction William 
Bolts entered the East India Company’s service in 1759. He became Second 
in Council at Benares in 1764. He was censured by the Court of Directors 
for carrying on private trade under the Company’s authority and for other 
acts of misconduct, and was obliged to resign in 1766. As’ a result of his 
acrimonious quarrel with the Bengal authorities he was arrested in 1768 
and deported to England as an interloper. He avenged himself by attacking 
the Bengal Government in his Considerations on India A’ffairs which was 
published by him in 1772. 

2, state of the treasury (p. 363) — ^The Company had a cypher code for 
the purpose of conveying secret and confidential dispatches, which Clive 
has used in this and the succeeding paragraphs for reporting the state of 
the treasury to the Court of Directors. 

No, 24 — ^29 January 1766 

1. Gerard Gustavus Du Carel (p. 373) — ^Ducarel, a wniter on the Bengal 
establishment, was one of those junior servants of the Company who had 
signed the memorial addressed by them to the Court of Directors, protest- 
ing against the appointment of four civilians from Fort St. George as 
members of the Fort William Board. He soon realised the impropriety 
of his conduct and sought to withdraw his name from the memorial. The 
Court pardoned him and directed the Board to give him preference W'^hen 
any ad\antageous post suitable to his rank and standing in the service 

should fall vacant. Fort William — India House Correspondence, Vol. V, 
pp. 27, 88. 

No- 25 — 31 January 1766 

1. should be struck off fp. 381)— The Court’s orders dated 1 

June 1764 regarding the abolition of double hatta had been deferred by 
the Fort W^illiam Board until the arrival of Ijord Clive. After the treaty 
with the Nawab Vazir of Oudh, Clive determined to enforce them and In 
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September 1765 notified that the privilege would cease with effect from 
1 January 1766. Forrest, op. cit., II, p. 314. 

2. European agents for disposing of the Society's concerns fp. 383 1 — 
The Committee of Trade suggested the appointment of European agents 
on 21 October 1765, and the Select Committee accepted the suggestion on 
29 October 1765. Accordingly nine persons were appointed agents to the 
Salt Society. They were required to execute a penal bond for Rs. 3fJ,0rX} 
and undertake not to indulge in private trade or nionev-Iending or interfere 
with the administration of justice or of revenue. Banerjee, op, cit, pp. 41)2-4. 

3. appointing Mr. Verelst, Supravisor (p. 384”) — Harry Verelst was 
appointed Supervisor of the revenues of Burdwan in 1765 and of those of 
Midnapore in the succeeding year. He introduced useful reforms which 
led to a considerable increase in the Company’s revenues. Harrv Verelst, 
A View of the Rise^ Progress and Present State of the English Government 
in Befigal, pp. 72-3 ; Appendix, pp. 212-9. 

4. Mooteraum (p. 386) — Motiram was the agent through whom John- 
stone used to send messages to Muhammad Riza Khan for procuring money 
from Najmud-Daulah. C.P.C., I, pp. 416-7. 

5. Ramnaut (p. 387) — ^In 1764-5, Ramnath, giimashta of Gray, collect- 
ed under the orders of his master money from the pargana of Havili-Pinjera 
in Dinajpur by oppression and Holence. Home Public Consultation, 5 
December 1765, No. 1(a). 

6. memorial of complaint (p. 388) — For a copy of the inemorial see 
Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 645-6. 

No. 26 — 1 February 1766 

1. new mode of carrying on the salt trade (p. 396) — This refers to 
Clive’s second plan for the Society of Trade, approved 
Committee on 3 September 1766. For details see Select Committee Pro- 
ceedings, 3 September 1766. 

No. 2a— 24 March 1766 

1. Malwans (p. 405}— A-iaratha pirates whose stronghold was Malvan 
in Ratnagiri District, Bombay. Towards the close of 1812 they were com- 
pletely extirpated by Col Lionel Smith, and the town of ^lalvan was ceded 
to the British by the Raja of Kolhapur. 

2. Meer AshrofE (p. 408) — ^Mir Ashraf was a merchant of Patna em- 
ployed by William Ellis for the purchase of cloth for the Company. Home 
Public Consultation, 20 May 1765, No. 3. 

3. consequence of his refusal (p. 420) — Ensign Thomas French was 
compelled to accept the seat as Alderman in the flavor’s C^urt under 
threat of suspension. He held that position till his death in L 68- 

No. 30 — 6 September 1766 

1 Committee of Inspection (p. 423)— It was appointed on 28 Febru- 
ary 1766 with GHve, Sumner, Garnac, Verelst, Russell and Aldersey as its 
members. Select Committee Proceedings, 28 February 1766. 
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2. mutinous spirit . . . amongst the military officers (p. 426)— The 
orders stopping double baita served as a signal for mutinous conduct of the 
officers which ^first manifested itself in the brigade at Monghyr, and later 
spread to the other two brigades stationed at Banldpore and Allahabad. 
The sepoys, however, exhibited steady obedience everywhere and Clive soon 
succeeded in restoring discipline among the officers. Mill, op. cit., HI, 
pp. 294 - 8 . 

3. solemn engagements and penalty bonds (p. 428) — ^During the 
mutiny in 1766, the officers leagued together by an oath to preserve at the 
risk of their own lives the life of any officer whom a court-martial might 
condemn to death. Also each officer executed a penalty bond of £500 not 
to accept his commission till double hatta was restored. Ibid. 

4. Capt. Stainfoith (p. 429)— Originally belonging to the King’s army, 
John Stainforth was appointed Captain in Bengal army while in England 
in November 1764. In September 1766, he was cashiered for threatening 
to assassinate Clive. He was, however, reinstated by the Court of Directors 
in January 1770. 

No. 32 — 8 September 1766 

1 . benefits of the Mutiny Bill (p. 435) — On the lines of the annual 
Mutiny Acts of England, the Act of 1754 (27 Geo. II, C. 9) imposed penalties 
for mutiny, desertion and similar offences by officers or soldiers in the 
Company’s Indian forces. The Fort William Board and the Commander-in- 
Chief were authorised to hold, with the consent of the Court of Directors, 
court-martial for the trial and punishment of military offences. Courtenay 
Ilbert, The Government of India, p. 34. 

2. a congress was held at Chuprah (p. 436) — ^A meeting between the 
English and Shujaud-Daulah and other Indian powers was held at Chapra in 
June 1766 to discuss and decide the terms of a confederacy against a possible 
alliance between Shah Alam and the Marathas. Clive gave up the idea of 
entering into any definite treaty engagement with native powers as there was 
no immediate danger from the Marathas. The only tangible achievements 
of the congress, however, were the final settlement of relations between Oudh 
and Benares and Shujaud-Daulah’s clearing off the balance of war indem 
nity in fulfilment of the treaty of Allahabad. Srivastava, op. cit., 11, 
pp. 27-32. 

No. 33 — 28 November 1766 

1. a new one entered into with the Nabob Syf-O Dowlah (p. 449) — 
The treaty with Saifud-Daulah was concluded on 19 May 1766, whereby he 
was to be paid an annual stipend of about 42 lakhs of rupees. For details 
see J.H.T. Walsh, History of Murshidahad, p. 169. 

2. the two Seats, sons of those who were cut off by Cossim Ali Cawn 
(p. 449) — Mir Qasim borrowed in 1760 a large sum of money from the Seths 
Mahtab Rai and Swarup Chand with the help of Vansittart. But in 1763, 
suspecting them to be in some secret conspiracy against him with the 
English, he interned them. The demand by the English for their release 
was rejected and the two Seths were finally put to death by Reinhardt neat 


NOTES 


Barh. The reference here is to Khushal Chand, son of Mahiah Rai and 
Udwat Chand, son of Swamp Chand. Their claims were admitted by the 
Directors on 16 May 1768. Nandalal Chatterji, Mir Oasim, p. 45 ff : Bengal : 
Past a?id Present, Vol. XXII, pp. 80-9, 99-101. 

3. Mr, Rumbold was admitted to a seat in Council (p. 453 1 — ^Thomas 
Rumbold who entered the Company’s service as a wTiter at Madras in 1752 
and was later transferred to Bengal, served as a member of the Council from 
1765 to 1769. He entered Parliament in 1770, and became a Director of 
the Company for 1772 and 1775-7. He was Governor of Madras from 
February 1778 to April 1780. Sutherland^ op. cit., pp. 213-4. 

4. Mr. Duffield and Mr. Robertson (p. dSd') — Capt. Vernon Duffield and 

Lt. Francis Robertson stationed at Bankipore were cashiered and sent home 
for their part in the ^batta mutiny’ of 1766. Duffield came out again to 
India in 1775 but was captured when in disguise at Patna. Robertson, how- 
ever, was reinstated in 1776 with the rank of Captain and he rose to be a 
Lt. Col. in 1787, 

5. restricting the future Governors . . . interest (p. 462) — Clive was 
allowed the commission on Diwani revenues for having relinquished his 
five shares in the capital stock of the Society of Trade and it was continued 
to Verelst till 1767 when it was stopped hy the Court’s orders dated 
20 November 1767. The Governor and Council were, however, compensated 
for the ban on private inland trade by a commission of 2)4 per cent on the 
Company’s total Bengal revenues (minus due deductions) of which the 
Governor was entitled to 31/ 100th share. Banerjee, op. cit., p. 140 ff. 

No. 34 — 5 December 1766 

1 . his wild ambition (p. 474)— 'WTien the English refused the military 
aid wanted by Shah Alam for achieving his ‘wild ambition of seating him- 
self on the throne of Delhi, he sought the assistance of Alalharrao Holkar, 
promising him in return the cession of Allahabad and Kora districis. The 
negotiations, however, broke down due to intense English hostility to the 
enterprise. Srivastava, op. cit., 11, pp. 27-8. 
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Abercromby (Abercrombie), Gapt. Burnet, 
of the Prince of Wales, 39, 155 ; to be 
sent to England, 181. 

Accountants, to be recruited in England, 
400, 401. ^ 

Accounts, of French prisoners of war, 
23-4, 131 ; of bonds lost during capture 
of Calcutta, 24-6, 42, 214, 280-1, 306, 
459-60 ; of Restitution Fund, 26-7, 87-8, 
277-80 ; of Omichand’s bequests, 27-S ; 
maintenance and transmission, 52-3, 
86-7, 127, 180, 305, 358, 400, 401, 418-9, 
459-60 ; of ships, 79, 156-7, 218-9 ; of 
Burdwan revenues, 121-3, 147, 148 ; of 
salaries, 155-6 ; irregularities, 157-60 ; 
regulation of remittances by drafts on 
the Court, 214-6, 222, 327-8 ; statements 
re. treasury, 363-4, 397, 420, 464 ; of 
aurangs, 367, 447 ; see also Bills of Ex- 
change ; Bond Debt. 

— Committee, reduction in salary of staff, 
156. 

Act of Parliament, for punishing mutiny 
and desertion, 177, 362, 428, 432, 435-6, 
456, 457. 

Adams, Maj. Thomas, engagements against 
Mir Qasim, xix ; services appreciated, 
46, 47 ; to be Brig.-General, 51 ; death, 
237, 238, 494 ; construction of memorial 
of, 121, 451 ; note on, 486. 

Admiral Pocock (ship), 102, 196, 198, 203, 
248, 255, 268, 281, 301, 328, 366. 

— Capt, see Riddell, Capt. Thomas. 

Admiral Stevens (ship), 167, 168, 170,’ 202, 
346, 349, 362, 364, 366, 409 ; purchase of, 
359. 

— Capt., see Griffin, Capt. J. 

Admiral Watson (ship), 10, 229, 365, 367, 
403, 422, 439. 

Affleck, Capt. Philip, of the Argo, 236, 
302 ; commended, 365-6. 

Africa, trade with, 92, 408, 483 ; see also 
Angola; Guinea. 

Ajax (French ship), 443. 

Albany, see Duke of Albany. 

Albion (ship), 60, 62, 63, 70, 84, 85 ; lost, 
91. , 

— Capt., see Larkins, Capt. William. 

Aldermen, of FOrt William, see Mayor’s 
Court- 

Aldersey, William, transferred from 
Madras to Bengal as Member of Board, 
173, 174, 217, 225, 336, 362, 388, 392, 399, 
420, 421, 430, 464, 479 ; arrival expected, 
394 ; assumes office, 414 ; Secy, to Board, 
453 ; resents Rumhold’s appointment, 
475. 

Alexander, James, 210: to he Member of 
Board, 173, 174. 
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Allahabad fEhabad, Elyabad, Iliabad, 
Illahabad, Illiabad), xxj 292, 324 ; cap- 
tured, xxii, 314, 499 ; treat}" of, xxii-iii, 
xxiv, 449, 501 ; Col. Smith’s brigade at, 
xxxiii, 227, 381, 390; mutiny at, xxxiv, 
435. 

Allen, Capt. John, of the Clive, 60. 

Allen, [Mathew, surgeon, 321. 

Altham, William, factor at Fort Marlbro’, 
82 ; Surt'evor of Public Roads, 121 ; dies, 
412. 

Amalnama (authority to manage or ad- 
minister property), 223. 

America (H. M. ship), 60. 

Afiiini (Office of amin, i.e. officer engaged 
in revenue collection, or judge and arbi- 
trator in civil causes), 413. 

Ammunition, see Arms and Ammunidon. 

Amphlett, Thomas, Chief Engineer, 
Bengal, 19; commended, 20; note on, 
485. 

Amyand, George, Director of E. I. Coy, S, 
9, 35, 37- 

Amyatt, James, Alderman, resigns, 419. 

Amyatt, Peter, Member of Board, dismiss- 
ed, 3, 483 ; deputed to Mir Qasim, 32. 

x\nderson, David, writer, 211. 

Angola, Africa, purchase of slaves at, 71. 

Angus, James, officer of the Admiral 
Stevens, 359. 

Ankerd:yke (ship), 60, 62, 71, 91, 197. 

.-hm (sloop), 455. 

A/iso?i (ship), 102, 103, 164-5, 168, 440, 
464 ; illicit trade aboard. 142. 

— Capt., see Chick, Capt, Edward Lord. 

Apothecaries Hall, London, 444. 

Arcot, jSiawab of, see [Muhammad All 
Khan. 

Argo (ship), 117, 160, 165, 236. 252, 268, 
270, 290,' 302, 347, 348, 365-6, 373, 404. 

— Capt., seer Affleck, Capt, Philip. 

Armenians, the, restitution money paid 
to, 279. 

Arms and Ammunition, for ^ngal, 38, 
5 2 ; for various settlements, 65, 99, 1 06- i , 
203-4 ; stock-taking, 75 ; not to be^ sup- 
plied to Indian powers, 77, 450 ; illicit 
trade, 113, 188, 200, 474 ; quality, 206-^, 
367-8 ; inadequate supply, 259 ; see also 
Gunpowder ; Guns ; Military Stores. 

Armv, E. I. Cov’s, mutinies, xxi, xxxiv- 
XXXV, 67-8, 83, 95-6, 247-S, 251-2, 258, 
263, 362, 4iS, 426-8, 429, 431-2, 434-6, 
454 477, 506 ; reorganised bv Give, 

xxxiii-v, 49-51, 356, 393, 416, 474, 4S6 ; 
Nawab of Bengal shares expenses, 
xxxiii-iv, 96, 259-60, 265, 2/3, 312. 315, 
326, 461, 487 ; stoppage of double bam, 
xxxiv, 28, 51, 129, 188, 304, j8i-2, u9j’s 
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426? 428, 43 ij 434, 454, 498, 504-5 ; posi- 
tion zis-a-isis F. W. Board, 6, 49, 128, 
174, 176, 194, 487 : expenditure on, 28, 
128-9, 180, 222, 431 ; recruitment, 32-3, 
39, 40-1, 69, 71. 72, S4-6, 99, 112, 114, 
138, 140-1, 153-5, 165, 188, 198, 213, 316; 
promotion policy, 35, 152, 372 ; appoint- 
ments, resignations, promotions, 44-5, 
275-6, 416 ; ban on presents, 53, 361, 
4S7 ; cavalry, 96, 259 ; Mir Jafar’s dona- 
tion, 97-S, 134-5, 418, 437-8 ; clothing, 
118-9, 206, 269, 444, 474; bullocks for, 
129, 461 ; bootv’ money, 135, 355-6, 501 ; 
cantonments, 209, 372 ; incorporation of 
King’s troops into, 237 ; necessity of 
adequate European force, 252, 258-9, 
319, 368, 416, 473-4 ; removal of French- 
men from, 282, 307, 321-2 ; Shah Alam 
to share expenses, 295, 314, 461 ; sub- 
ordinated to civil authority, 306, 341-2 ; 
mortality during voyage, 329 ; corrup- 
tion and indiscipline, 332-3 ; field 
officers, 341, 342, 350-1, 427, 432, 502 ; 
three years’ bond by officers, 429, 432, 
456-8 ; hospital for, 451 ; checks on 
venereal disease, 460-1 ; and passim ; 
see also Arms and Ammunition ; Cadets ; 
Military Stores. 

— C. in C., allowances, 128-9 ; see also 
Clive, Robert, 

Army, King of England’s, expenses, 99, 
462 ; departure for England, 142, 238, 
249, 254, 281-2, 296, 307, 318; enlist- 
ment in Coy’s service, 237 ; engagements 
against Shujaud-Daulah, 258 ; question of 
execution of covenants by officers, 457. 

Arrack, from Batavia, 235. 

Ashburner, Janies, factor, dies, 453. 

Ashburnharn (ship), 72, 75, 423. 

Asia (ship), 170, 229, 347, 348, 349, 365, 
372, 405. 

— Capt., see Inglis, Capt, C. 

Asl Jama (original assessment of land 
revenue without any extra cess), 124. 

Assay Master, see Campbell, Alexander. 

Asu-ari (carriage, I'ehicle, conveyance), 
397. 

Amneelnammae, see Amahiama, 

Aujneeny'j see Amini, 

Aurangs (places •wffiere goods are manu- 
factured), 119, 172, 320, 328, 338, 365, 
366, 368, 369, 408, 409, 410 ; supervision 
by covenanted servants proposed, 144, 
323 ; accounts, 367, 447 ; management 
through gumashtas instead of junior 
servants, 396-7, 446, 460, 470. 

— Committee, 271, 446; note on, 497. 

Aurangzeb, grants privilege of duty-free 
trade to Coy, xxix. 

Auroran (type of broadcloth), 269. 


Bagnall (Bagnell, Bagnol), Thomas, sur- 
geon, 83, 413. 

Bahar, see Bihar. 

Bakhshi (civil paymaster), accounts of, 
131. 

Balasore (Baliasore), Orissa, restoration of 
French factory at, 172, 349, 410-1 ; res- 
toration to the Dutch of plot at, 448. 


Balasore Road (Baliasore Road), 14 ; note 
on, 483. 

Baleine (H. M. ship), 60. 

Balwant Singh, Raja of Benares, 417 ; 
zamindari restored to, 183 ; Coy’s acqui- 
sition of his za77imdari, 291, 293, 314, 
317 ; note on, 492. 

Band (cocoons gathered in a particular 
season), 367. 

Bandermalanka, see Bendamuiianka. 

Banks, Sutton, private merchant, 358-9. 

Baranagar (Barnagore), 24-Parganas Dist., 
Bengal, cloth from, 77, 240, 408. 

Barasat (Barrasutt), 24-Parganas Dist., 
Bengal, 464. 

Barford, Francis, 2nd mate of the Hectotj 
114. 

Barjat (forcing people to purchase goods 
at more than market price), abolition of, 
136. 

Barker, Sir Robert, Col. of 3rd Battalion 
at Patna and chief of artillery, xxxiii, 
50, 51, 177, 321, 342, 351 ; to be Member 
of Select Committee, 56 ; note on, 487. 

Barkley (Barclay), Capt. Charles, of the 
Pacific, 60, 412, 487. 

Baron, Christopher, Director of E. I. Coy, 
37, 56, 59, 70, 93, 168, 181, 192, 195, 
219, 227, 229, 231. 

Barrell, Ensign Savage, 85. 

Barrington, Fitzwdlliam, Director of E. 
I. Coy, 100, 101, 116, 164, 167, 168, 181, 
192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Bartlett, Capt. Barnabv, of the Lord Clive, 
198. 

Barton, William, asst at Malda, 305. 

Barwell, John, writer, 68 ; resigns, 81. 

Barw'ell, Richard, services praised, 128, 
304, 305; Resident at Malda, 175, 409, 
446 ; Sub- Accountant, 277 ; note on, 
498. 

Barwell, William, Director of E. I. Cov, 44, 
59, 231. 

Basra (Bussorah), Iraq, goods for, 63, 107, 
204. 

Batavia (modern Djakarta), Indonesia, 62, 
106, 267, 479 ; arrack and timber from, 
235. 

Batea, see Bettiah. 

Batson, Sianlake, Chief of Cossimbazar, 
suspended, 3-4 ; Member of Board, 5, 6 ; 
at Patna, 240, 418; complaints against, 
246 ; dismissed, 8, 274 ; not to be rein- 
stated, 47, 55 ; departure, 305 ; note on, 
483. 

Batta (extra pay or allowances to soldiers), 
xxxiii, 134, 180, 460, 461 ; abolition of 
double batta, xxxiv, 28, 51, 129, 188, 
304, 381-2, 393, 426, 428, 431, 434, 454, 
498, 504-5 ; note on, 487. 

Batta (rate of discount), 127 ; on sikka 
rupee, 126, 277, 278-9, 360, 367; on 
sai^wat rupee, 449. 

Beaumont, Anselm, Resident at Midna- 
pore, 125, 274 ; resigns, 305. 

Becher, Richard, on working of Diwani, 
xxvi ; to be Member of Board, 173, 174 ; 
to be Member of Select Committee, 176 ; 
leaves for Bengal, 210. 
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Beck, Capt. John Francis de, promoted, 
1 0 3 • 

Beckenham (ship), 40, 45, 202. 

Beef, for Fort Marlbro’, 64, 107, 204. 

Bega, see Bigha. 

Begum Serah (Begusarai?), near Patna, 
restoration to the French of plot at, 448. 

Bellamy and Mapletoft, dues from, 459. 

Benares, 390 ; zamindari assigned to Coy 
by Shah Alam, xxiii, 490, 498 ; booty 
money from, 135, 332, 355, 501 ; mint 
at, 413, 463 ; factory to be withdrawn, 
414. 

— Chief of Factory, see Marriott, Ran- 
dolph. 

— Raja, see Balwant Singh. 

— Resident, to be recalled, 437 ; see also 
Sage, Isaac. 

Bencoolen, see Fort Marlbrok 

Bendamurlanka, Godavari Dist., Madras, 
ship-building at, 442. 

Benfield, Paul, Civil Architect and Asst 
Engineer, Madras, 21. 

Bengal (Fort William Presidency), mis- 
government in, xvii ; finances of, 28 ; 
goods for, 62, 75-6, 106, 203 ; invasion 
apprehended, 67, 77 ; recruits for, 69, 
71, 72, 84-6, 93-4, 99, 112, 1 14, 141, 153-5, 
165, 213; postal arrangements between 
Madras and, 128, 276, 390, 462 ; census 
of free merchants and seafaring persons 
in, 166 ; revenue of, 220-1, 337, 436 ; 
defence of, 252, 258-9 ; illicit trade in 
arms, 474 ; state of affairs on eve of 
Clive's departure, 477-8. 

— Government, see Court of Directors ; 
Fort William Board. 

— Governor, see under Fort William Board. 

— Naih Siibahj see Muhammad Riza Khan, 

— Nawab, see Sirajud-Daulah ; Qasim Ali 
Khan ; Jafar Ali Khan ; Najmud- 
Daulah ; Saifud-Daulah. 

Bengal Merchant (ship), 365. 

Bengal River, see Hooghly River. 

Beni Bahadur (Beny Bahadre), Shujaud- 
Daulah’s naih, 263, 291 ; note on, 496. 

Bennett, Ensign Benjamin, 41. 

Bensley, William, writer, 175, 218. 

Bendy, Charles, commended, 415. 

Betel-nut, trade bv Gov’s servants in, xxix, 
xxxi, 7, 54, 97 ; 98,^ 101, 136, 137, 146, 
148, 189, 331 ; Society of Trade’s plan 
for, 340, 356, 383, 395, 438, 469, 502 ; 
revenue from, 431. 

Bettiah (Batea), Champaran Dist., Bihar, 
timber from, 450. 

Bevan, Thomas, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 61, 105, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 62, 
106, 201-2. ^ 

Bhoipur (Boujepore, Budgpore), Shahabad 
Dist., Bihar, 95, 96. 

Biggleston, Martin, 3rd mate of the Earl 
Temple, 13, 166-7, 

Bigha (measure of land which, in Bengal, 
equalled 1600 sq. yards or little less 
than Jrd of an acre), 121. 

Bihar (Bahar), revenue administration, 
xxiv-vi, 220-1, 337-8, 436, 493; fortifica- 
tions, 96 ; defence against the Marathas, 


-roi ; restoration ot French territories in, 
448 ; Coy s monopoly in saltpetre ami 

opium trade, 4S3, 

Billers, William, reprimanded. 4 ; accepts 
illegal gratification, 173 ; Ivlembcr cd 
Board, 5, 48, 57, 240, 244, 246. 24S : at 
^Patna, 240, 263, 418; death, 354. 

Bills of Exchange, 29, 218, 231, 241-4, 
250-1, 272, 2S3-9, 303-11, 32h 374-9, 
421-2, 430, 465-S ; regulations re., :7S-9, 
214-6, 363, 381, 406. 

Bird, Shearman, writer, 110, 

Bisdom, Adrian, dues from, 459. 

Black, Lt Alexander, of artillen;, 41. 

Blake, John Bradley, Member 01 China 
Council, 201. 

Biewitt, Capt. John, of the Admiral 
son, drowned, 403. 

Blomer, Rev. Thomas, to be chaplain at 
Fort William, 150, 463. 

Blount, Samuel, Member of China Conn' 
cil, 61, 

Boddam, T., paymaster, frauds by, 22. 

Boileau, John Peter, writer at IMadras, 68. 

Bolackydass, see Bulakidas Seth. 

Bolts, William, factor, xxxiii, 363 : on 
Society of Trade, xxxii ; reprimanded, 
4-5 ; misconduct at Benares, 413 ; Aider- 
man, 462 ; resigns, 463 ; note on, 504. 

Bombay, goods from England for, 63, 107, 
204; saltpetre for, 66, 95, 255, 270, 281, 
301, 328, 348, 349, 447 ; ship-building at, 
73-4, 118, 404, 442 ; cloth for, 75-6, 406 ; 
ships for and from, 103, 164, 193, 425-6, 
440 ; demand for woollens at, 104 ; armv, 
112, 153, 166, 177, 213, 235, 372, 42/, 
429 ; money for, 348, 349 ; illicit trade 
in arms at, 474 ; and passim. 

— C. in C., see Gouin, Maj. John. 

— Governor, see Crommelin, Charles. 

— Governor in Council, 36-7, 38 ; censured, 
90. 

— Select Committee, abolished, 43. 

Bond Debt, E. I. Cov’s, proposed payment, 
364, 397, 406. 

Bonds, payments re. bonds lost during 
capture of Calcutta, 24-6, 42, 214, 280-1, 
306, 459-60. 

Books, for Bengal, 31-2, 88, 561. 

Booth, John Lloyd, wTiter, 110. 

Boscaii'en (ship), 72, 76, S6, 102, 235, 240, 
248, 254. 

Boughton, Charles William, writer, 68. 

Boujepore, see Bhojpur. 

Boulton, Henry Crabb, Director of E. I. 
Coy, 8, 9, 3*5, 37 ; Memte of Secret 
Committee, 38, 102, 140; Dy Chairman, 
44, 45, 56, 59, 93 ; Chairman, 94, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167. 

Bourbon (modern Reunion), Indian Ocean, 
possession resumed by French Govt, 69 ; 
note on, 488. 

Bowen, Rev. Furnival, chaplain at Fort 
William, 23 ; retires, 239, 276. 

Bowland, Capt. John, ot the CruUendeny 
103, 171; to be dismissed, 160; ex- 
onerated, 425, 441. 

Boyd, John, Director of E. I. Cov, 8, 9, 3#, 
44 ; Member of Secret Committee, 38. 

Bridger, Lt John, to be deported, 83-4, 161. 
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Bright, George, writer, 68, 412, 456. 

Brisco, John, writer, 211. 

Britannia (ship), 59, 103, 106, 108, 114, 115, 
423, 440. 

— Capt., see Rous, Capt. Thomas Bates. 
British King (ship), 102, 198, 201, 204, 235, 
236, 249, 254. 

— Capt., see Pigou, Capt. P, ; Williamson, 
Capt. Richard. 

Broadcloth, sale, 269. 

Brohier, Capt. John, 19 ; frauds by, 22. 
Brooke, Capt, Robert, 60, 65, 487. 

Brown, Capt. Beat-Louis, resigns, 371, 417. 
Brown, Robert, factor, dies, 275. 

Browne, John, Alderman, dies, 462. 

Browne, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 8, 9, 

fy ~ ^1-, 

a:), j;. 

Buck, Lt George, to be deported, S3-4 ; 

debarred from Coy’s service, 161. 
Buckingham (ship), 360. 

Buckley, Ensign John, 41. 

Buddal (Buddaul), east of Malda, - Bengal, 
aurang at, 323, 446, 460. 

Budgpore, see Bhojpur. 

Bulakidas Seth (Bolackydass), payments 
due to, 214, 493. 

Bullion (specie), export, xxvi, 381 ; scar- 
city, 222 ; for China, 437, 445. 

Bullock, Lt William, 85. 

Bullocks, for army, 129, 461. 

Bui wand Sing, Bulw’ant Sing, see Balwant 
Singh. 

Bund, see Band. 

Burdett, John, Member of Board, 240, 
244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 252, 260, 261, 
266, 283, 290, 293, 297, 313, 315, 317, 
323 ; bill of exchange for, 276-7 ; clash 
with Clive and resignation, 352-3, 360, 
362, 369-70, 391, 503 ; debarred from 
Coy’s service, 173. 

Burdwan, Bengal, 7, 461 ,* revenue adminis- 
tration, 21, 80, 121-3, 147, 148, 150, 159, 
184-6, 223-4, 228, 237, 273, 320, 355, 
472-3, 494 ; survey, 79 ; allowances of 
residency staff, 123-4; factory buildings, 
149, 303, 320; cession by Mir Qasim, 
485. 

— Chief, see Johnstone, John ; Marriott, 
Randolph. 

— Raja, see Tilak Chand Rai. 

— Supervisor of Revenues, see Verelst, 
Harry. 

Burford, Robert, writer, 68 ; dies, 453. 
Burghall, Capt.-Lt George, 239, 273 ; 

cashiered, 359. 

Burjaut, see Barjat. 

Burke, Edmund, on acquisition of Diwani, 
xxiv, 

Burmese (Burmahs), the, Coy’s aid to 
Manipur against, 19. 

Burrow, John, Member of China Council, 
61, 62. 

Burrow, Robert, Director of E. I. Cov, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 59, 70, 93. 

Bushire, Iran, goods for, 63, 107, 204. 
Bussorah, see Basra, 

Bute (ship), 73, 76, 139, 141-2, 165, 198, 
199, 202, 235, 248, 255, 267, 301, 318, 
349, 365. 

— Capt-, see Maitland, Capt. Patrick. 


Butler, James, to be practitioner engineer 
and ensign, 21. 

Buxar, Shahabad Dist., Bihar, battle of, 
xviii, xxi, 133, 134, 260-1, 263, 496 ; 
Shujaud-Daulah’s withdrawal towards, 
257, 261. 

Buxey, see Bakhshi. 

CaAS, see Khas. 

Cadets, for Bengal, 111, 213-4; preference 
to direct recruits, 152. 

Caernarvon (ship), 10, 102, 254, 267, 301, 
319, 347; illicit trade aboard, 113, 114, 
268. 

Caillaud, Brig.-General John, Member of 
Board, 5, 6 ; Member of Select Com- 
mittee, 8 ; to be second in command of 
Madras armv, 49 ; Colonel, 51 ; note on, 
486.. 

Calbreath (Galbraith), Capt. George, of 
the Lord Anso7i, 39, 154-5. 

Calcutta (ship), 102, 117, 198, 203, 205, 281, 
301, 303, 347. 

— Capt., see Thomson, Capt. George. 

Calcutta, capture, 24, 42, 277, 280, 459 ; 
survey, 79 ; investment, 93 ; revenue, 
273 ; docks, 373 ; sale of salt, 395 ; 
postponement of puny aha, 405-6 ; con- 
trol over imported necessaries, 407, 
444-5 ; high cost of living, 438-9 ; 
cemetery and church, 451 ; and passim; 
see also Fort William ; Mint, 

— ^Mayor, see Lister, James. 

— Sheriff, see Majendie, William. 

Calcutta Lands, Calcutta Pergunnahs, 
Calcutta Purgannahs, see Twenty-four 
Parganas. 

Call, T., Chief Engineer at Madras, 210, 
411. 

Camden, see Lord Camden. 

Cameron, Hugh, dies, 275. 

Cameron, Ensign Keneth, of infantry, 41. 

Camlets (Camblets, Cambletts), 64, 107, 
203-4. 

Campbell, Alexander, Junior Merchant, 
promoted, 175 ; Assay and Mint Master, 
210, 239, 273, 281, 306, 360, 367; Secy 
to Select Committee, 389-90 ; commend- 
ed, 450. 

Campbell, Col. Charles, 51. 

Campbell, Capt. Donald, to be Major, 34. 

Canary Islanc.s, Atlantic Ocean, 69, 197. 

Canton, ships for, 60, 61-2 ; goods for, 64, 
107-8, 204 ; investment, 348-9, 365, 380. 

— Residents at, 62, 106, 201-2. 

Cape, John, chaplain, 23. 

Caramnassa, see Karamnasa River. 

Carlisle (ship), 365. 

Carnac, Maj. John, operations against 
Shujaud-Daulah, xx, 245, 257, 294, 317, 
324; Col. of 1st Battalion, xxxiii, 50-1, 
350, 500 ; dismissed, 3, 34 ; resolution to 
call him to Board on non-military 
affairs, 4 ; reinstated, 37, 47, 274, 321 ; 
Member of Board, 48, 57, 58, 174, 265, 
373, 420, 421, 430, 464, 479; Brig.- 
General, 51, 303 ; Member of Select 
Committee, 55, 176, 390, 391, 439, 476 ; 
tackles mutinies in Bengal army, 67, 
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247-8, 252, 427, 435 ; Court supports Hs 
conduct, 95, 133 ; reason for his declin- 
ing command of B^-ngal army, 152-3 *, 
present from Shah Alam, 194, 332, 361, 
493 ; differences with Board re. stra- 
tegy, 257-8, 265-6 ; clash with Vansit- 
tart, 317, 500 ; on civil control over the 
army, 306 ; intends to resign, 363 ; 
praikd by Clive, 398 ; charges against 
Fullerton,* 417-8; attends congress at 
Chapra, 436 ; note on, 483 ; and passim. 
Carnac, Capt. Scipio, 85. 

Carnec, William, surgeon, 35. 

Carter, Roger, Governor of Fort Marlbro’, 
29; resigns, 151. 

Cartier, John, Chief of Dacca, 4 ; Member 
of Board, 5, 48, 57, 174; praised by 
Clive, 344. 

Case, Samuel Bartholomew, writer, 111-2, 
275. 

Census, of oersons within Coy's jurisdic- 
tion, 28, ] 66. 

Centurion (ship), 366. 

Chambers. Charles, Director of E, I. Coy, 
8, 9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168. 
181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 
Chambers, John, to be Member of Board, 
48 57. 

Chambers, Hiccox and Denyer, wine mer- 
chants, 205. 

Chamier (Chammier), John, silk expert, 
83 373 

Champion, C^pt. Alexander, promoted, 
238 ; placed under Chief of Midnapore, 
129, 133; rank ms-a-vis Fletcher, 17 
305 ! 351 ; operations against Shujaud- 
Daulah, 247, 262 ; sent to Midnapore, 
296 ; note on, 490. 

Chandernagore, restored to the French, 
172-3, 316, 349-50; note on, 50a. 
Channel Creek, on the Hooghly, survey ot, 


442. 

Chaplains, 23, 463 ; allowances, 156, 276. 
Chapman, Lt Col. Charles, to command 
3rd Battalion, 342-3, 351 ; note on pO^ 
Chapra (Chupperah, Chuprah), Sara. 
Dist., Bihar, 262 ; restoration of French 
factory, 350, 448; congress of various 

powers, 436-7, 506. —-u.- 

Charlton, Francis, reinstated as Member 

of Dacca Council, 22, 274 ; appointtnent 

as Member of Board cancelled, 35 p. 

Chatham (H. M. ship), 60. „-niip 

Chauth (fourth part of land revenu 
demanded by the Marathas as price of 
forbearing to ravage enemy countrv), 

ChL'erfield, see Earl of Ches^fff 
Chick, Capt. Edward Lord, of the Anson, 
103 ; dismissed, 142. 

^BlS^ser^pWett, Thomas : Martin, 
Capt. Fleming. 

cidM^'^S’, 6o! ‘nfn/i'i, w ; arrangements 

for investment, 33, t-y’ 

248-9, 254-5, 365, 380, o97, 406, 4^6, 4a7, 
445 473 ; members of Council of Super- 
cargoes, 61-2, 105, 106, 201-2; ships for, 


62, 103, 105-6, 109, 197-S, 199, 201, 
443; treasure and monev for, 76 
117, 160, 17i, I79-S'0, 26S,' 270,^2Sj\ 
363 ; ban on import of opium, 165 ; 
on, 487-8 : see also Canton. 
Chinargur, Chirnagur, Chimarghur, 
Chunargarh. 

Chinese, the, at Fort IMarlbrr/, 
mand custom duties, 
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Chinsura, Hooghly Dist. 
Chiiabroy, Chlttabroy. see 
Chittagong, Bengal, 461 
not to be fort 
485 ; reienues 


Bengal 
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Sliitab Rai. 
piece-gocids, 
20, 34, 79, 239, . 


21, SO, 124-5, 


1 ^.'^ » 

ship-building, 73-4, ilS, 404. 441 : sur- 
vey, 79, 124, 149 : factory buildings, 124, 
173, 303, 372 ; private docks. 125 ; invest- 

ceded 


123 


448 


Plav- 


9' 

£ 

ment, 320 ; French claims 
bv Mir Qasim, 4S5. 

— Chief, 7 ; see also Verelst, Harry 
dell, Charles Stafford. 

— Chief and Council 19, 77. 

Chittagong River, see Karnaphuli Riter. 
Choromandel, see Coromandel Coast. 

Choiit. see Chauth. 

Chiiheza Bafta (variety of cloth), 446. 
Chunam flime), 159. ^ 

Chunargarh {Chinargur, Chirnagur, Chir- 
narghur), hlirzapur Dist., U.P.. capture 
of, xxii. 292, 314, 499. 

Chupperah, Chuprah, see Chapra. 

Cirehade (snow). 170. 

Clements, Capt, John, of the Royal Chat- 
lot te, 60 ; supercargo for Mocha voyage, 

62. 

clii-e (ship). 60. 64. 72, S5. 93. 197, m. 

Clive. Robert, Lord, Governor and C. in 
C. o£ Bengal, concludes treaty of Allaha- 
bad, xxii, xxiii-iv, 333-4 ; on ^ gains from 
Diivani. xxv, 337-8; his jagir, 

4^ 58 179, 215, 249, 276, alo, 

344- 5^353, 464, 486, 500, 503 ; on cor- 
ruption and indiscipline among ^ Coy’s 
servants, xxx, xxxii-iii. 330-a, 

400-2 : resrulaies inland trade by 
Co\-’s servants, xxxi-ii, 340-1, 394-7, 431 ; 
arinv administration, xxxiii-iv, oU, i 
341-'3 .355-6, 393, 432. 45S-9, 486; sup- 
presses ‘batta mutiny’, _x.xxiv-v, 4-/. 
j.";! 1 • recommendations re. Coys 

servants^^44-5, 173, 175, 181, 342-3, 344, 

345- 6, 399-400, 416, 493; salary and 
klowances, 49. 55 ; to be 2vlaj. Genctal, 
SI * vova^e to India, 52, 501 ; President 
of Select Committee, 55, 176-7, 390, 391, 
418 • proclamation re. appointment as 
Governor of Bengal, 56-8 ; Courf s 
dation, 95, 96, 97. 100-1. 128, 167-8 169 
193. 228 : Court’s request to extmd stey 
in Bengal and his refusal, 16 lo-* 
194-S 229, 476-7, 478, 492; pro|»sed 
tour^k various provinces, 229, 393-4 ; ot 

ZrKT, S"6,“39 iL 39S-9: 

on ta'^ks before him after taking cha^ 
qs Governor, 334; on European trade, 

?38 on ndmimstrativc arrangem«ts 
after Naimud-DauWs accession. 
seeks Court’s approval of his admins^ 

iration. 345, 364, 398-9; ^spute with 
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Burdett, 352 - 3 , 360 , 369 - 70 , 503 ; on state 
of treasury, 363 - 4 , 397 ; Gray’s com- 
plaints against, 387 ; proposes restric- 
tions on Governor’s private trade, 394 , 
462 , 471 , 507 ; on mode of investment, 
396-7 ; proposes to resign, 398 ; at 
Murshidabad to settle revenue, 426 , 434 , 
436 , 437 , 449 ; assassination planned by 
Capt. Stainforth, 429 , 454 ; suspects per- 
sonal resentment of Bengal civilians, 
432 ; attends congress at Cbapra, 436 ; 
indisposed, 464 , 476 ; improvement in 
healtb, 479 ; departure from India and 
appraisal of his work, xxxv-vi, 431 , 
432 - 3 , 477-8 ; and passim. 

— A.D.C., see Grant, Capt. Robert. 

Cloth, aid to Sumatra re., 45 ; for Coy’s 
settlements, 62-4, 66, 75-6, 106-7, 203-4, 
406 ; from Baranagar, 77, 240, 408 ; for 
tents, 91, 408; illicit trade in, 143; tim- 
ing and method of dispatch, 165-6 ; 
packing, 206 ; export, 365, 366, 367 ; 
from Santipur, 446 ; see also Broad- 
cloth ; Long Ells. 

Coast and Bay (Coromandel Coast and Bav 
of Bengal), ships for, 60, 61, 71, 72, 103, 
I97-S, 423. 

Coast and China, see Coromandel Coast 
and China resp. 

Coffee, from Mocha, 61, 94, 199, 202. 

Coinage and Currency, commission to 
Governor of Bengal from coinage duty, 
49 ; exchange rate, 157 ; difficulties in 
minting, 273 ; gold coinage, 437, 449-50 ; 
at London, 489-90 ; see also Mint ; 
Pound Sterling ; Rupee. 

Coja Mockil, see Mockil, Khwaja. 

Coja Petruse, see Petrus, Arratoon, 
Khwaja. 

Collinson, fames, supercargo for Mocha 
voyage, 62, 

Colvill, Robert, writer, 110. 

Comer, see Khamar. 

Commissary General, post converted into 
that of Military Paymaster General, 419. 

Committee of Accounts, see Accounts. 

Committee of Aurangs, see Anrungs. 

Committee of Inspection, for efficient 
working of administration, 400-1, 423, 
438-9, 443, 453, 459, 461-2, 477 ; note on, 
505. 

Committee of Lands, 159, 273 ; note on, 
479. 

Committee of Works, salary of officials, 
155 ; to look after office of Supdt of 
Bricks, 451. 

Cooke, John, 459. 

Cooke, Capt. Thomas, of the Earl of 
Elgin, 10, 198. 

Cooke, Thomas Crosley, writer, 110. 

Copper, for Coy^s settlements, 62-4, 106-7, 
203-4, 406; sale, 74-5, 322, 444; illicit 
trade in, 113, 142, 200. 

Corah (unbleached silk), 16. 

Coral, 216, 363 ; commission to Clive on, 
49. 

Cordage, 62-4, 107, 204. 

Cornish (ship), 369. 

Cornish, Vice-Admiral Samuel, com- 
mander of H-M’s Squadron in East 


Indies, 32, 40, 178; on navy donation 
216. 

Coromandel Coast (Choromandel), 49, 60, 
69 ; postal arrangements between Bengal 
and, 128; method of investment at, 
397 ; see also Coast and Bay ; Madras! 

CoiTV Jury, see Kharijuri Pargana. 

Coss, see Khas or Kos. 

Cossajura (kind of cloth manufactured at 
Kasijora, Midnapore), 16. 

Cossid, see Oasid. 

Cossim AH Cawn, Cossim Alv Cawn, 
Cossim Aly Khan, see Qasim Ali Khan. 

Cossimbazar, Murshidabad Dist., Bengal, 
397: silk, 16, 321, 408, 409 ; investment, 
119, 367, 445, 446; accounts, 159, 459; 
proposed cantonment, 372. 

— Chief, Member of Board permitted to 
hold post, 7 ; Resident at Murshidabad 
not to act as, 221 ; see also Batson, 
Stanlake ; Senior, Ascanius William ; 
Sykes, Francis. 

— Dallal, see Krishnananda. 

Cotes, William, writer, 211. 

Cottah, see Kotha. 

Cotton, for China, 236, 249. 

Cotton, Capt. John, of the Hawke, 103. 

Court, Capt, Jonathan, of the Prince of 
Wales, 103. 

Court of Cutcherrv, salary of clerk to, 
155. 

Court of Directors, on misconduct of Coy's 
servants, xviii, xxix, xxx, xxxi, xxxii, 
3-5, 7-8, 54-5, 82, 113-5s 135-7, 146-7, 
162-3, 177-8, 187, 188-90, 191, 193-4, 
211-2, 224-6; on relations with Mir 
Jafar, xix, xxiii, 43, 97-8, 132-3, 134-5, 
148; on Dkvani, xxiv, xxv, 183-5; rela- 
tions with Clive, xxvii, 43, 55, 100-1, 
167-8, 182, 193-5, 228-9 ; on execution 
of covenants, xxxii, 53-4 ; on army, 
xxxiii, xxxiv, 15, 40-2, 44-5, 46-7, 49-51, 
67-8, 83-6, 112, 128-30, 153-5, 188, 213; 
on composition of F. W. Board, 5-7, 43, 
47-9, 173-5: on Select Committee, 9, 43, 
55-6, 147, 176-7, 182, 192, 228; on ship- 
ping, 10-5, 38-40, 59-62, 71-3, 102-6, 
117-8, 140-2, 163-5, 168-70, 196-203 ; on 
investment, 16-7, 65-6, 76-7, 119, 144, 

171- 2, 180, 207-9 ; on relations with the 
French and the Dutch, 17-9, 33, 69, 78, 

1 72- 3, 209 ; on relations with Indian 

powers, 17-9, 46, 77 ; on public works, 
19-21, 79, 120-1, 149, 210 ; on revenues, 
21-2, 80-1, 121-6, 150, 185-6, 220-1, 223; 
on accounts, 23-8, 86-8, 131, 156-60, 
180 ; on maintenance of records, 28-9, 
52-3, 148, 149-50, 161'; on judicial 

administration, 30-1 ; on implementa- 
tion of Treaty of Paris, 36-8 ; on ex- 
ports for Coy’s settlements, 62-4, 74-6, 
106-9, 118-9, 203-7; on writers, 68, 
110-2; on contraband trade, 69-70, 113-5, 
142-4, 160, 170-1, 180-1, 188, 200-1 ; 
urge mutual co-operation among various 
Presidencies, 85, 488-9 ; on irregularities 
re. the Winchelsea, 88-91 ; on relations 
with Shujaud-Daulah, 95, 183; on 

defence of Bengal, 96 ; on coinage 
^nd currency, 126-7 ; on Resident at 
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Mursliidabad, 127-8; demand confiden- 
tial reports of Cov’s servants, 132; on 
treaty with Shah Alam, 133-4, 144-5, 183 ; 
on treaty with Najmud-Daulah, 137-8’ 
146-7 ; on Spencer’s Bengal administra- 
tion, 147-8 ; on trade in Eastern Seas, 
149 ; on relations between Carnac and 
F. W. Board, 152-3 ; reduce salaries of 
various posts, 155-6; regulate remit- 
tances to Europe, 178-9, 214-6, 222 ; on 
navy donation, 216-7 ; on eifects of 
British rule over India, 220, 222. 

— Secret Committee, members, 38, 94, 102, 
169, 197 ; powers, 43 ; on illicit trade by 
commanders of ships, 139-40. 

Court of Proprietors, thank officers for 
gallantry in war with Mir Qasim, 47 ; 
appoint Clive as Governor of Bengal, 
47-8, 55. 

Court of Requests, salary of clerk to, 155. 

Court-martial, of mutineers, 429, 432, 454, 
456. 

Covenants, 191 ; banning acceptance of 
presents, xxxii-iii, 53-4, 56, 82, 147, 186, 
187, 331, 352, 412, 458, 487. 

Coxe, William Hippisley, writer, 68. 

Creswicke, Joseph, Director of E. I. Cov, 
100, 101, 116, 164, 168, 181, 192, 219, 
227 ; Chairman, 229. 

Crichton, Capt. Thomas, of the True 
Briton^ 60. 

Crommelin, Charles, Governor of Bombay, 
56. 

Cruttendeii (ship), 59, 103, 106, 138, 140, 
423, 439, 440, 441, 463, 490 ; illicit trade 
aboard, 139-40, 143, 160, 171, 425. 

— Capt., see Rowland, Capt. John. 

Cruttenden, Edward Holden, Director of 
E. L Cov, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 
164, 168; 181, 192. 195, 219, 227, 229, 
231. 

Ciiddalore (ship), 160, 165, 302, 404. 

Cuming, George, Director of E. I. Cov, 

56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 
139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 
227, 229, 231. 

Currency, see Coinage and Currency. 

Custom House Ghat, Calcutta, 443. 

Customs and Excise, 220, 366 ; exemption 
granted by Mir Qasim, xix, 54 ; duty on 
salt, xxiii,' 493, 496 ; exemption in Oudh, 

1 83 ; goods for Calcutta on English 
ships exempted, 411 ; see also Trade. 

Cutcha, see Kacha. 

Cuttack, Orissa, withdrawal of expedition 
to, 19. 

Cutts, Charles, Director of E. I. Coy, 8, 9, 
35, 37, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 181, 192, 195, 
219, 227, 229 ; Member of Secret Com- 
mittee, 38, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197. 

Cutwallj see Kotwal. 

Cutwally^ see Kotwali. 

Cypher Code, 363 ; note on, 504. 

D, M. Rs,, see Rupee, Das-Masa. 

Dacca (boat), 424. 

Dacca, 221, 274, 397 ; misconduct of Coy’s 
servants at^ 4, 189 ; not to be fortified, 
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79; investment, 93, 119, 239, 446; salt 
trade, 137, 395; accounts, 159; restora- 
tion of French facioiv at, 5:5, 349; 
note on. 495. 

Chief, ^lember of Board permitted to 
hold post, 7 ; see also Cartier, foiin. 

Dacres, P. M., 277. 

Dadni (advance made to contractors!. 159. 
Dadni Merchants fmerchaiits who recelre 
money in advance for supplving goois 

on contract), 209, 3%-7, 

Dallal (broker). 460. 

Dalrymple, Alexander, of Fort St George, 
explores trade possibilities in Eastern 

Seas, 149. 

Danes, the, altercations with. 33-4 ; remit- 
tances to Europe through, 406 ; purchase 
of medicines from, 444 ; import of 
military stores by, 450. 

Darogha (an officer or inspector), 3. 
Dar^’aH, Joseph, Second in Council at Fort 
Marlbro’, 151. 

Dastak (passport generally ; also that given 
by Governor of Fort William or Chiefs 
of English factories exempting goods of 
Co%^ or their servants from duties), 7, 
54,' 137, 336-7, 415, 456, 483. 

Davie, Matthew, writer, 110. 

Dawson, Adam, writer, 110. 

Dawson, Matthew, writer, 110. 

De Castro, Daniel, free merchant, 130, 

De La Garde, George Godefridous, writer, 
53, 304. 

De La Porte, Claude, expert in fine doth 
investment, 119, 272, 446; allowances, 

1 6, 409 ; administrator of Lt William 
Ellerson’s estate, 413-4. 

Dean, Richard. Dy Ivlaster Attendant, 202 ; 

representation by, 358. 

Definitive Treaty of Peace, see Treaty of 
Paris. 

Delollj see Dallal, 

Denham (ship), 24. 

Denman, Ensign William, of infantry, 41. 
Denver, see Chambfers, Hiccox and 
Denyer. 

Deptford (ship), 71, 73. 77, 103, 235, 479. 
— Capt., see Tryon, Capt. William, 
Devisme, Stephen, ^Member of China 
Council, 61, 105, 201 ; Resident at 

1 0^ ^01 

Devonshire (sMp),’l0, 102. 103, 164-5, 168, 
254, 267, 282, 283, 464. 

— Capt., see Mercer, Capt. William : 

Qulcke, Capt, A. 

Dexvan, see Dizvan. 

Dexvannee, Dexi'anny, see Dtxrani. 

Dewar, Capt. James, of the Speaker, 103. 
Diamonds, 420, 464; illicit trade in, ISO-!. 
Diana (ship), 366, 409. 

Dick, John, writer, 211. 

Diligent (snow), 269, 302. 

DixEun (minister ; head financial minister), 
146, 184: note on, 492. 

Dixiani (office of head financial minister 
charged with collection of revenues), 
XXXV, 217, 353, 357, 363, 393. 405, 433-4. 
461, 473, 507; working of, xxiv-vi, 379- 
80 ; Clive’s views on, xxv, 337-8 ; 
Court’s views on, ISO, 183-5, 
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Docks, proposed construction at Calcutta, 
373; at Chittagong, 125. 

Dollars, exchange rate with pound ster- 
ling, 12. 

Dolphin (ship!, 5S, 59. 

Dolubram, Doolubram, see Durlabhram 
Alahindra. 

Donston, Stokeham, Councillor at Fort 
Marlbrok 151. 

Doria (striped muslin), 16. 

Dorrien, John, Chairman of Court of 
Directors, 8, 9, 35, 37. 

Doveton, Capt. Richard, of the GlatUm, 
103. 

Downes, Peter, resigns, 361. 

Downs (Downes), England, 10, 71. 

Drake (ship), 13-4, 268. 

Drake, Dawson, adventures of, 366, 416. 

Drogu, see Darogha. 

Droz, S,, at Patna, 450. 

Du Gloss, Caot. I.ewis Felix, in Corps of 
Engineers, '20, 154, 239; surveyor, 321. 

Dmn, see Dizi'an. 

DuCane, Peter, Jr, Director of E. I. Cov, 
45, 59, 70, 93, 168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 
227, 229, 231. 

Ducarel, Gerard Gustavus, writer, 68 ; 
commended, 373, 396, 415 ; note on, 504. 

Ducarel, Capt. James Coltee, 85. 

Dudley, George, Director of E. L Coy, 44, 
45, 56, 70, 93, 195, 229 ; Member of 
Secret Committee, 94, 102, 140, 169, 
197; Dy Chairman, 100, 101, 116, 132, 
138, 139, 164, 167 ; Chairman, 168, 181, 
192, 219, 227, 231. 

Dufheld, Capt. Vernon, deported, 454-5 ; 
note on, 507. 

Duke of Albany (ship), 10, 27, 30, 94, 103, 
164, 254, 26?; 426, 440. 

— Capt., see Haldane, Capt. James. 

Duke of Cumberland (ship), 103, 479, 

Duke of Gloucester (ship), 196, 347. 

Duke of Kingston (ship), 103, 107, 423. 

,, Duke of Richmond (ship), 10, 196, 347. 

Dulubram, see Durlabhram Mahindra. 

Dumbleton, Roger Anthony, writer, 211. 

Dum-Dum, 24-Parganas Dist., Bengal, 
holiday home for Bengal Governor at, 
412. 

Dundas, Lt Thomas, 85. 

Dupre, Josias, Director of E. I. Coy, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 
181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Durand, — , owner of the Falmouth, 424. 

Durbar, Resident at, see Murshidabad 
Resident at. 

Durlabhram Mahindra (popularly Rai- 
durlabh), minister under Najmiid-Dau- 
iah, XXV, 339, 500, 502 ; commission on 
restitution fund, 26, 278-9, 41 S ; bribes 
Burdett, 353, 360, 370, 503 ; note on, 
497. 

Dusticksj Diistucksj see Dastak. 

Dutch, the, saltpetre and opium trade bv, 
17-8, 78, 119, [72, 209, 272, 410, 446, 448, 
488 ; Coy to avoid disputes with, 33, 
281 ; competition in trade by, 45, 271, 
338, 368-9 ; remittances to Europe 
through, ISO, 214-5, 222, 363, 381, 406; 
remove buoys from tire Hooghlv, 442-3 ; 


purchase of medicines from, 444 ; plot 
at Balasore delivered to, 448 ; see also 
Batavia. 

Dutton (ship), 60, 61, 71, 196. 

Dynely, John, free merchant, 456. 


Earl of Ashhumham (ship), 33, 87, 103, 
106, 115. 

Earl of Chesterfield (ship), 14, 268. 

Earl of Elgin (ship), 10, 196, 198, 203, 347. 
Earl of Holdernesse (ship), 10, 11. 

Earl of Holland (ship), 254. 

Earl of Lincohi (ship), 6, 10, 102, 198, 201, 

203, 204, 347. 

Earl of Middlesex (ship), 73, 76, 181, 197, 

204, 235, 236, 248, 254, 255, 347, 348, 
360, 403. 

— Capt., see Fletcher, Capt. H. ; Hasell, 
Capt. John. 

Earl Temple (ship), 13, 166, 240. 

East Indies, authority to deport un- 
licensed persons in, 13 ; and passim. 
Eastern Seas, trade in, 149. 

Egmont (ship), 59, 198, 203. 

Eliabad, Elyabad, see Allahabad. 
Elizabeth (H. M. ship), 60 ; burnt, 144. 
Ellis, William, Chief of Patna, xix, xx, 
274 ; dismissed, 3, 34-5 ; reinstated, 47 ; 
Member of Board, 48, 57 ; note on, 486. 
Elphinstone, Capt. William, of the Triton, 
198. 

England, passenger fares to, 407 ; and 
passim. 

Essex (ship), 60, 62, 71, 196. 

Euro pa (ship), 198, 199. 

Europeans, restitution accounts of, 26, 
277-80 ; in Coy’s army, 49, 50, 326, 474 ; 
military officers not to be allowed to 
serve Indian powers, 96 ; restrictions on 
residence in countryside, 194, 209, 222, 
352, 382-3 ; as agents of Society of 
Trade, 383, 505 ; in Oudh to be recalled, 
437 ; black-marketing at Calcutta by, 
445. 

Expedition (packet ship), 168. 
Export-Warehouse-Keeper, proposes ma- 
nagement of aiirangs by covenanted ser- 
vants, 323 ; see also Playdell, C. S. 
Eynard, Isaac, writer, 68. 

Eyre, Walpole, 42. 


Face, John, writer, 68. 

Fairful, Robert, officer of the Admiral 
Stevens, 359. 

Falmouth (ship), 59, 73, 84, 93, 94, 99, 267, 
348, 360, 403 ; agreement with owners, 
71-2 ; enquiry into wreck and relief ope- 
rations, 423-4, 425, 440, 442, 456. 

— Capt., see Hepburn, Capt. George. 

Fanny (ship), 181. 

Farfnan (imperial order or grant), xxix, 7, 
36, 97, 136, 146, 147, 188, 295, 316, 337, 
483, 489, 490, 498. 

Farrukhsiyar, Mughal Emperor, farman 
re. duty-free trade, xxix, 489, 

Fatwa, Patna Dist., Bihar, restoration to 
the French of plot at, 448, 
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Faugoin, Henry, writer, 6S ; dies, 412. 

Faujdar (head of police ; military gover- 
nor of a district), 4, 450, 474. 

Faujdari (office of a magistrate, head of 
police or criminal, judge), 413, 

Fenner, Capt. Parson, 60, 487. 

Fenwicke, Capt. Thomas, 91 ; dies, 417. 

Ferrand, Gideon, writer, dies, 91-2. 

Field, Ensign Francis, 85. 

Fifteen-Dihs (15 Dees), Calcutta, rented 
out, 452. 

Fir Timber, see Pine Timber. 

Fischer, Capt. Christian, 83. 

Fitzherbert, John (Wm.), w’riter, 110 ; dies, 
452-3. 


Fitzhugh, Thomas, Member of China 
Council, 61, 105, 201 ; Resident at 

Canton, 62, 106. 

Fletcher, Capt, H., of the Earl of Middle- 
sex, 254. 

Fletcher, Sir Robert, Major, 34, 145, 305 ; 
operations against Shujaud-Daulah, 
xxii, 314; Lt Col. of 1st Battalion at 
Monghyr, xxxiii, 50, 351, 426; coni- 
mands Bengal army on Munro’s resig- 
nation, 153, 294, 296 ; admonished for 
privately sending account of army ope- 
rations to England, 161 ; question of 
rank, 177, 275 ; representation by, 342; 
cashiered, xxxiv, xxxv, 429, 454 ; note 
on, 491. 

Flour, for Fort Marlbro’, 64, 107, 204. 

Floyer, Charles, transferred from IMadras 
to ^ngal as Member of Board, 225, 
228, 362, 388, 392, 399, 420, 421, 430, 
464, 479 ; recommended by Clive, 336 ; 
arrival expected, 394 ; assumes office, 
414 ; resents Rumbold’s appointment, 
475 ; note on, 494. ^ ^ 

Forbes, Ft James, commission in Coy’s 

army to, 417. ^ , 

Foreigners, not to rise above major s rank. 


152. 

Forster, Capt. James, resigns, 30o-6. 

Fort, see Fort MTlliam. 

Fort Marlbro’ (Bencoolen, Sumatra, West 

Coast), Benkulen, on west coast of 
Sumatra, treasure for, 10 ; slaves for, 
11, 39, 40, 60, 71, 357, 404, 483 ; Bengal’s 
aid to, 29, 45, 119, 144 ; stores for, 29 -jO, 
62, 64, 65, 76, 107, 109, 204, 270, 2/2, 
302, 319, 328, 365, 404, 406-7, 44/ : ships 
for 103, 197-8 ; illicit trade at, 143, 474 ; 
recruits for, 153, 213 ; note on, 485. 

— Gov'emor, see Carter, Roger; Wyatt. 

Governor and Council, members, 151. 

Fort St. George (ship), 365. ^ ^ 

Fort St George, 24, 60, 61, 6_, /I, / 5 , 
goods for, 63, 106, 138,^ 203 j Pfpet iov, 
64 ; saltpetre for, 66, 95, 2 od, -/O ; ships 
for, 103, 164, 198 ; wine for, 141; in- 
vestment at, 365 ; see also Madras. 

—President and Council, see Madras Gov- 


Fort William (ship), 3S, 38, 39, 40, 4^, 44, 

45, 71, 301, 319, 486 ; agreement wim 

owners, 11-3; illicit trade aboard, 143- , 
181 ; accounts, 156-7. 

— Capt., see Roch, Capt. Edward, 


Fort William (Fort, Xew Fort, Old Fort'. 


1 o 


1 j 


'Ofi 

— aJ ' '5 


accomiiiotiarion for writer-, 
3S2, 460 ; office buildings. 


fortiheations, 

382, 450; 

98-9, 371, 3S2, 

121 ; inhabitants 
penses, 149 ; mi 
croachment of 
conversion of old fort, 459 
Fort William Board, 

Vansittart, xvii, xis, 
land trade by memb 
340- 1, 502 : relations 
152-3, 257'S, 265-5; critici-ied for extor- 


iiare ouixuing 

ex- 

cS 

to cnect 

en- 

H: 

'oshlv. 41 1 

. 

f '4'^' 

'9 : an:l fasi 


j 

oppe-'idon 

t* t 

■*1 

s 

- J 

492-3. 5vG: 

in- 

:rs. 

XXX, XXX i, 

97, 

wi 

ih Carnac, 

XX, 


tions from IMir Jafar, xxiii, sxsii, 97-3, 
132-7, I4S; extraction of preseni; from 
Najmud-Daulah, xxiii, xxxiii, 352 , 355 - 
6, 434 , 472, 492, 495-9, 503 : appointment 
of civilians from Madras, xxxiii, 211, 
224-5, 22 s, 336, 362-3, 353-9, 591-2, 393 , 
398-9, 414, 434 , 501 ; unanimity during 
‘batia mutinv*, xxxiv, 435 : personnel. 


5-6, 43, 4S-9, 55-$, 173-5, 351-2 : mea- 


sures for adequate attendance at meet- 
ings, 6-7 ; reinstatement of di5mis^ed 
members, 47; powers over amiv, 51, 
128, 129, 194. 306, 341-2, 36!. 457 re- 
lations with Select Committee, 55-6, 
187 ; co-operation with other Presiden- 
cies, 85, 488-9; busine^^s divided into 
two depts, 86, 4S9 ; merit to be consi- 
dered for membership, 132; strength 
reduced, 354-5, 360 ; question o! share 
in bootv' money, 355-6 ; power.? 10 de- 
port undesirable persons, 455 ; trustees 
for Clive’s Fund for Military Invalids, 
4S5-9 ; as Committee of Restitution, 
463 ; powers of taxation, 475 : discon- 
tent due to Rumbokrs appointment. 


475. 

— Assistant Secretary, see Majendie, 
William. 

President and Governor, commission on 

revenues, 6, 49, 159, 462, 4/0-1, 5CJ^ ; 
salary and allowances, 55 ; Clive’s views 
re., 331, 334-6, 394; purchase of holiday 
home for, 412; custom of giving him 
prior intimation about marriage cere- 
monies in Calcutta, 416; see also 
Vansittart, Henry ; Spencer. John ; Clive, 


Robert. 

Second in Council, abolition of special 

allowances, 217 ; see aho Spencer, John: 

Sumner, Wv B. 

Secretary, allowances, 82, 414 : recrait- 

ment in England proposed, 400, 491 ; 
see also Aldersey, Wiiriam ; Graham, 
John ; Majendie, William : Russell, 
Claud ; Williamson, George, 

—Select Committee, personnel and powers, 
8, 9, 32, 55-6, 147, 176-7, 192, 33I,_4i8, 
501 ; abolition of previous commiitee, 
43 : Court appreciates work of, 18^* 228, 
476; opposed by F. "W. Board, I'bi ; on 
appointing Madras civilians to F. W . 
:^ard, 211, 225, 38S-9, 392, 434 : Courts 
instructions re. members’ presence, 22 i , 
Clive’s views on utility and work i‘f, 
334 , 5 ; proceedings, 352-6, 359; plan for 
inland trade, 361, 382-3, 469-/0: on 


379-80, 433-4 ; on 


revenues. 
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3S0-1, 3S5-5, 436, 452, 472-3; on army 
administration, 381 -2, 434-6, 456-7, 

473-4 : on fortification of Fort William, 
382 ; on Johnstone’s defence, 385-6 ; on 
conduct of Leycester and Gray, 3S7-S ; 
opposed to Shah Alam's project of re- 
covering Delhi, 390 ; on treaty with 
Shujaud-Daulaii, 433 ; on policy towards 
the Marathas, 436-7, 474-5 ; on extor- 
tions from iMir Jafar, 437-8, 468-9 ; on 
Governor’s emoluments, 470-1 ; demand 
from Coy’s servants return of presents, 
471-2 ; note on, 487. 

Fort William Presidency, see Bengal. 

Formom, John, Civil Architect and xAsst 
Engineer, Bengal, 21, 120, 373; services 
praised, 417. 

Foundling Hospital, Omichand’s bequest 
to, 27. 

Fox (ship), 14, 60-1, 64, 72, 84, 93, 359-60, 
404. 

— Capt., see Hume, Capt. Alexander. 

France, see French, the. 

Francis, Lt Swain Ward, 83-4. 

Fredericknagore, see Serampore. 

Free Merchants, 69, 111 ; illicit trade by, 
5, 143 ; not entitled to benefit of 

dastaks, 7 ; not to be admitted to Coy’s 
service, 166 ; confined to Calcutta, 222, 
382-3 ; role in regulating private trade, 
395, 396 ; refuse army commissions, 
42S ; reward for assistance during ^batta 
mutiny’, 456. 

French, Ensign T., appointment as Mem- 
ber of Board cancelled, 355 ; Alderman, 
419, 420, 421 ; note on, 505. 

French, the, naval movements, 14, 38, 94 ; 
prisoners of war, 23-4, 87, 131, 239-40, 
249, 419 ; end of war with, 30 ; restora- 
tion of possessions of, 36-7, 38, 172-3, 
281, 316, 349-50, 368, 410-1, 448; edict 
re., 69, 488 ; need for information re., 
78; trade by, 171-2, 180, 338, 368; 
remittances to Europe through, 214-5, 
222, 381, 406 ; in Coy’s army, 247, 251-2, 
258, 282, 307, 321-2 ; saltpetre for, 350, 
410, 446, 448 ; medicines purchased 
from, 444 ; and passim ; see also Law 
de Lauriston, Jean. 

French Translator, post to be abolished, 
155. 

Fullerton (Fullarton), William, surgeon at 
Patna, paxanent on bond to, 42 ; blamed, 
417-8. 

Futwah, see Fatwa. 

Gallopinx, Peter, Alderman, dies, 462. 

Gandak River, North Bihar, 450. 

Gardiner, Capt. Henry, of the Success, 11, 
267, 306 ; of the Mercury, 169. 

Gardiner, Thomas, cadet, to be practi- 
tioner engineer, 218. 

Garland, Nathaniel, Member of China 
Council, 61, 105; Resident at Canton, 
62. 

Ghat Manjki (official who regulates supply 
of boats, provides crews and generally 
superintends details of a landing place 
on the river), 353, 503, 


Ghazipur (Gauzepoor, Gazipore), U. P., 
cession demanded by the English, xxiii, 
291, 490, 498 ; Court against acquisition 
of, 133-4, 137 ; necessity of maintain- 
ing troops in, 324. 

Ghaziud-Din Khan (Gazi-o-din Cawn, 
Gazo Din Khan), vazir of Ahmad Shah 
and Alamgir 11, 145, 325. 

Gifts, see Presents. 

Giria (Gheria), north of Murshidabad, 
Mir Qasira defeated at, xix. 

Gladwin (Gladman), Francis, writer, 150, 
181, 218, 321 ; Deputy Paymaster to 3rd 
Brigade, 452. 

Glatton (ship), 59, 103, 106, 115, 248, 423. 
— Capt., see Doveton, Capt. Richard. 
Glover, Capt. Alphonsus, of the Warren, 
13; of the Duke of Cumberland, 103. 
Goalpara (Goualpara), Assam, French 
claims at, 448. 

Godolphin (ship), 14, 35, 88, 91. 
Gomastahs, see Gumashtas. 

Good-Intent (ship), 139. 

Goodlad, Anthony Bennett, writer, 110. 
Goodwin, Henry, allowance from Burdwan 
Raja to, 472. 

Gouin, Maj. John, C. in C., Bombay, 166, 

I p* PT 

J /. 

Graham, John, Secy to Board, commend- 
ed, 82, 128, 224, 249-50, 304-5 ; Resident 
at Midnapore, 373, 384, 445, 473 ; allow- 
ance from Burdwan Raja to, 472 ; note 
on, 495. 

Graham, Capt. John, of cavalry, 321. 
Grant, — , recommended for Bengal civil 
service, 371. 

Grant, Alexander, contractor for army 
bullocks, 461. 

Grant, Capt. Hugh, promoted, 351. 
Grant, Capt. Robert, A.D.C. to Clive, 44, 
50. 

Grant, Thomas, pilot of the Winchelsea, 
dismissed, 117; dies, 442. 

Gray, George, Member of Board, 304, 317, 
323 ; misconduct and resignation, 226-7, 
352, 360, 362, 370-1, 387-8, 391, 392, 
416, 505 ; disagrees with administrative 
arrangements for Najmud-Daulah, 316, 
499 ; against Sykes’ appointment as 
Resident at Murshidabad, 354 ; member 
of committee of inland trade, 356 ; on 
procuring timber, 415 ; dismissed, 173 ; 
returns to England, 371, 398 ; note on, 
494. 

— ^bania of, see Ramnath. 

Green, Capt. John, resigns, 275. 
Greenwollers, Ensign Weston, 41. 
Grenville (ship), 70, 71, 75, 84, 88, 91. 93, 
197, 348, 359, 365, 366, 371, 374, 402, 
403, 406, 409, 423, 487. 

Greyhound (snow), 45 ; sold, 269. 

Griffin, Capt. J., of the Lapwing, 52, 319 ; 

of the Admiral Stevens, 167, 169, 359. 
Grindall, Rivers, writer, 68 ; dies, 453, 458. 
Grosvenor (ship), 60, 62, 71, 91, 197, 347, 
404, 479. 

— Capt., see Saunders, Capt. David. 
Grueber, Nicholas, at Buddal aurang, 460. 
Guild, John, Councillor at Fort Marlbro’, 
15L 
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Guinea, W. Coast of Africa, slaves from, 
60. 

Gimiashtas (Indian agents, stewards or 
confidential factors), 7, 137, 1-14, 172, 
194, 246, 271, 368, 383; mismanagement 
at aurmigs by, 4, 323, 367, 447 ; to hold 
licenses for inland trade, 470. 

Gunduc, see Gandak River. 

Gunpowder, manufacture in Bengal, 42, 
75, 81, 92, 94, 240, 407; for Coy’s 
settlements, 62-4, 91, 106, 107, 203-4, 
205. 

Guns, proving of, 15; for Bengal, 94, 206, 
207 ; illicit trade in, 133, 142, 181. 


H ADLEY, Henrv, Director of E, I. Cov, 8, 

9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 70, 93, 100, 101, 'l 16, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167. 

Haggis, Capt. Charles, of the Thames, 60. 
Haingyyi Island (Negrais), Burma, 19. 
Hairbines (kind of piece-goods?), for 
Canton, 64, 204. 

Haldane, Capt. James, of the Duke of 
Albajiy, 103. 

Haliburton, John Gordon, WTiter, 110. 

Hail, Capt. Richard, of the Worcester, 
198. 

Hammond, J., Chief Officer of the Asia, 
dismissed, 405. 

Hampshire (ship), 103, 107, 115, 140, 423, 
490. 

— Capt., see Smith, Capt. John. 

Haanav, Capt. Alexander, 85. 

Harcourt (ship), 106, 229, 403, 425. 
Harding, Lt Ralph, 85. 

Hard'wicke (ship), 13-4, 33, 60, 72, 85, 93, 
197, 268, 404. 

— Capt., see Samson, Capt. Brook. 
Hardwicke, Capt. Peter, of the Earl of 
hincoln, 1 98. 

Hari Chandra (Hurry Chunder), darogha, 

n 

Harial (Harryall, Hurriaul), Pabna Dist., 
Bengal, aurang at, 325, 446. _ 

Haripal (Hurrypall), Hooghly Dist., Bengal, 
aurang at, 446. 

Harris, Herbert, writer, 68. 

Harrison, John, Director of E. I- Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93. 100, 101, 
116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 
192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Harrison, Robert John, Member of China 
Council, 105. 

Harrison, W^illiam, Member of China 
Council, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 202. 
Hasbul-hukm (document issued agreeably 
to royal authority by minister or other 
high officer of Govt), 146. 

Hasell, Capt. John, of the Earl of Middle- 
sex, 197- 

Hastings, Warren, Member of Board, 5, 48, 
57, 240, 244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 252, 260, 
261, 283, 290 ; accompanies Vansittart 
to Monghyr, xix ; Member ^ of Select 
Committee,' 8 ; money received from 
Petrus bv, 162-3 ; resigns, 304. 

Hatch, John Mosden, WTiter, 211. 

Hatley, Parker, bullocks contractor, 
frauds by, 129, 462, 


Hats, for army, 118. 206, 444. 474. 
Harannah (ship}, 59, 103, 139, 145, 15% 

479. 

— Capt., see XIadge, Capt, Thomas. 
Hazi'ke (ship), 59, 103, 139, 143. 153, 470. 
— Capt., see Cotton, Capt. John. 

Hay, Capt. George, resigns, 321. 

Hay, Robert, Councillor at Fort Marlbro’, 
151, 

Hav, Capt. Robert, of the AVt: 

200 . 


Hay, William, Alember of Board, 4, 7. 4% 
57 ; dismissed, 3, 4S3 : deputed to 2vlir 
Qasim, 52 ; reinstated, 47. 

Hazari Mai (HazzooriraiiL Huzzoorimiil*. 

Omichand’s agent, 27-8, 281, 485. 
Heatly, Suetonius Grant, writer, IIO, 
Hector (ship), 59, 69, 73, 84, S5. 197. I9>, 
203, 217, 403, 423; a,greement with 
owners, 71-2; illicit trade aboard, 114, 
425, 441. 

— Capt., see Massev, Capt. Edmund : 
Williams, Capt. John. 


Henchman, Thomas, writer, 68. 

Hepburn, Capt. George, of the Falmnutii, 
93, 94 ; enquiry into conduct of, 424. 

440. 

Herbert, John, Councillor at Fort Tvfarlbro’, 
151. 

Higginson, Alexander, Sub-Secretary, sus- 
pended, 45S. 

Hiccox, see Chambers, Hiccox and 
Denver. 

Higginson. Henry, writer, dies, 275. 

Hijili fingellee), IMidnapore Dist., Bengal. 
13, 403. 


Hinde, Capt. T., of the Onslotr, 13. 
Histoire des Traites cle Paix et Auires 
Negotiations SHistory of treaties of peace 
and other negotiations), 31, SS. 


Hodsden, Lt — , of King's army, 249. 
Hogarth, John, writer, 110. 

Hoggan, Ensign George, 85. 

Holford, Robert, Alderman, resigns, 419. 
Holland, William, writer, 211- 
Hollond, John, writer, censured, 130. 
Holwell, John Zephaniah, payroent on 
bond to, 25-6, 42 : bribe received by, 
162-3; note on, 491. 


Hooghlv, Bengal, 88, 450 ; note on, 489. 
Hooglilv River fungal River, River, River 
of Bengal), 33, 45', 89; to be surveyed, 
73 92, 405, 442, 488 : encroachment on 
Fort ^William, 382, 411-2; removal of 
buovs from, 442-3. 

Hope, Lt Thomas, 85. 

Horner, Mann, Member 
Council, 201. 

Horsendon (ship), 60, 62, 6c, 

1 07 IJ.*? 


of 


China 
70, 75, 84, 85, 


Capt., see Matter, Capt. WiEiam. 

Hosea, WTlliam, writer. 111), 111 ; employ- 
ed in army, 452. _ 

Hospital, reduction in expenses, 41-i; 

building for, 451. 

Houghton (ship). 59, 19S, 201, ^20,7. 
House of Commons, committee for 
enquiry into Indian affairs, 230, 
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Howe, Capt. Hiomas, of the IVinchelsea, 
76, S9-91. 117. 249 ; of the yoilingkamy 
103, 200; dismissed, 254. 

Howitt, Robert, writer, 110, 111. 452. 

Hudson, Lt Luke, of infantry, 41 : Capt.. 
resigns, 371. 

HugMey, Hughly, see Hooghly. 

Hume, Capt. Alexander, of the Fo.v, 60. 

Hunter, Robert, surgeon, 151, 175, 321, 
358, 453 ; dismissed, 460. 

Hunterman, Lt Arnold, to return to 
England, 83-4, 161. 

Hurriaul, see Harial. 

Hurry Chunder, see Harl Chandra. 

Hurrypall, see Haripal. 

Hurst, Rev. William, chaplain at Fort 
William, 23 ; resigns, 276. 

HusbiilhookumSy see Hasbul-hukm. 

Huzzoorimul, see Hazari Alai. 


Iliabad, Illahabad, Illiabad, see zAllaha- 
bad. 

Illocus (ship), sold, 404. 

Imadul-AIulk, ex-vazir of Farrukhabad, 
xxii. 

Imports, for various settlements, 62-4, 74-6, 
106-9, 118-9, 203-7, 269-70 ; control over 
prices and distribution, 407, 444-5. 

Import-AVarehouse-Keeper, allowances, 217 ; 
office building for, 451 ; and passim. 

Indians, not to be employed as writers, 
68 ; concern over their military progress, 
77, 96, 450 ; banishment of those 

indulging in illicit trade, 143, 147 ; 
restitution money paid to, 279. 

Ingellee, see Hi j ill. 

Inglis, Capt. C*., of the Asia, 372, 405. 

Ingram, Charles, writer, 68. 

Invalids, Clive’s fund for, xxxiv, 458. 

Investment, 16-7, 67, 72, 76-7, 93, 110, 119, 
124, 136, 171-2, 207-8, 272, 320, 328, 
365-7, 408-9, 445-7, 473 ; through 

covenanted servants, 144, 323 ; effect of 
money-lending by Coy’s servants on, 
180 ; through dadni merchants, 209, 
396-7 ; position vis-a-vis Dutch in- 
vestment, 271 ; value in rupees. 425 ; 
see also Aurangs ; China; Cloth; 
Gumashtas ; Saltpetre ; Shipping, Silk ; 
Trade. 

Iron, for Coy’s settlements, 62-4, 106-7, 
203-4 ; illicit trade in, 113, 115, 142, 170, 
181, 200. 

Ironside, Edward, 202. 

Invin, James, writer, 68. 

Isle of France, see Mauritius. 

-Iveson, Capt. Stephen, of the Siilivan, 
captures the Siisaniia Margaritta, 33, 


Jacoxib, Robert, WTiter, 211. 

Jafar Ali Khan (Jaffier Ally Khan, Jaffier 
Aly Cawn, Meer Jaffier), Nawab of 
Bengal, deposition and restoration of, 
xviii, xix, xxiii, 43, 46, 487 ; grants and 
bequests to Clive, xxvii, xxxiv, 458 ; 
article re. inland trade in treaty with, 


xxix, XXX, 54, 146, 264-5 ; extortions 
from, xxxii, 97-8, 132-3, 134-5, 148, 247, 
437-8, 468-9 ; pays military expenses, 
xxxiii-iv, 96, 259-60, 265, ' 273, 487 ; 
complaints against Coy’s servants, 77, 
187 ; house bought for, 121 ; navy dona- 
tion, 216-7, 356-7, 504 ; to procure 
siibahclari sanads from Shah Alam, 
245-6 ; settlement of payments, 246, 
271, 295 ; restitution payments, 277, 
278, 280, 463-4, 485, 489, 495, 497 ; ill, 
295, 296-7 ; opinion re. Spencer, 298-9 ; 
loan bv Jagat Seths to, 449 ; dies, xxiii, 
137, 145, 173, 312, 314, 325, 490, 498; 
and passim. 

Jagat Seths (Juggut Seat, Seats), lend 
money to Coy, 386 ; settlement of 
claims of, 449 ; notes on, 502, 506-7 ; see 
also Khushal Chand. 

JagcUa (Jugdea, Jtigdia), Noakhali Dist., 
"Bengal, French factory at, 316, 349, 446. 

Jagir (hereditary assignment of land and 
of its rent as annuity), 221 ; of Lord 
Clive, xxvi-viii, 43, 53, 179, 215, 249, 
276, 316, 317, 327, 344, 345, 353, 464, 
486, 500, 503. 

Jaleswar (Jellasore), Balasore Dist., Orissa, 
revenue administration, 212, 228, 393, 

f ^ 

4 / 0 . 

Jamahandi (total assessment of land 
revenue due for a year or a period of 
years from an estate), 186, 452. 

Jamadar (an officer of police or customs), 
34. 

James, Robert, Secy to Court of Directors, 
58, 196, 229. 

Jats (Jauts), the, hostility towards 
Shujaud-Daulah, 325 ; at Chapra 
congress, 436. 

Jekyl, Joseph, Alderman, 462. 

Jellasore, see Jalesw'ar. 

Jemaiibandy, see Jamahandi. 

Je?naiitdar, see Jamadar. 

Jennings, Capt. William, 247 ; promotion, 
83, 129, 238, 321 ; attempts to suppress 
mutiny, 418; note on, 495. 

Jewell, Lt-Fireworker Tshmael, of artil- 
lery, 41. 

Johanna (Joanna) Island, off Aladagascar, 
200 ; note on, 493. 

Johanna Alarcat, 419-20. 

Johnston, Thomas, Chief Mate of the 
Hector, 114. 

Johnstone, Gideon, brother of John John- 
stone, writer, 68, 412 ; resigns, 463 ; 
debarred from Coy’s service, 173. 

Johnstone, John, 4, 7 ; dismissed, 3, 483 : 
reinstated, 43, 47, 282 ; Alember of 
Board, 48, 57, 261, 283, 290 ; Chief of 
Burdwan, 80, 127, 237, 274, 312 ; minute 
re. private trade, 136; challenges Clive’s 
title to jagir, 344, 503 ; resigns, 352 ; 
Select Committee answers his defence of 
misconduct, 385-6 ; marriage, 416 ; 
debarred from Coy’s service, 173; 
property to be confiscated, 191 ; to be 
prosecuted, 212, 228 ; notes on, 493, 505. 

Jones, Lt John, of infantry, 41, 
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Jones, Robert, Director of E. I. Cov, 100. 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 16/, 16S,' 
181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229 ; Member of 
Secret Committee, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197. 
JoLirdan, Francis, Member of Manila 
Council, 319. 

Jugdea, Jugdia, see Jagdia. 

Juggut Seat, see Jagat Seths. 
Jiimneahundy, see Jamabandi. 


KaCHA (raw, crude), 410. 

Karamnasa River (CaramnassaJ, 245, 247. 

Karikal (Karrical), on Coromandel Coast, 
^to be restored to the French, 316. 

Karnaphuli River (Chittagong River), 125- 
note on, 489. 

Ratwa, Burdwan Dist., Bengal, Mir Qasim 
defeated at, xix. 

Keating, Christopher, writer, 211, 

Keble, Capt. Page, Master Attendant, 15, 
358, 415, 

Keene, jMiss Caroline, marries John John- 
stone, 416. 

Keerpoy, see Khirpai. 

Keir, Archibald, Alderman, 462. 

Kella, see KiJa. 

Kelsall, Thomas, transferred from Madras 
to Bengal as Member of Board, 175, 
225, 336, 362, 388, 392, 399, 420, 421, 
430, 464, 479 ; arrival expected, 394 ; as- 
sumes office, 414 ; resents Rumbold’s 
appointment, 475. 

Kent (ship), 43, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 58, 59, 
170, 197, 218, 281, 301, 328, 346, 348, 
349, 364, 365, 366, 402, 403, 406, 409, 
423. 

Kent, Henry, 3rd mate of the Hector^ 1 14, 

Khalari (place where salt is manufactur- 
ed), SO. 

Khainar (originally waste lands which 
after being brought into cultivation 
were retained by zamindars in their own 
hands or were let out at a grain rent), 
320. 

Kharijuri Pargana (Corry Jury), 24-Par- 
ganas Dist., Bengal, revenue administra- 
tion, 126. 

Khas (direct management of revenue by 
Govt officers), 123, 186, 320 : note on, 
489. 

Khirpai (Keerpoy), Midnapore Disc., 
Bengal, 446. 

Khushal Chand, Jagat Seth, Najmud- 
Daulah’s minister, xxv, 339. 

Kila (fort), 372. 

Kilpatrick, Maj. James, Member of Select 
Committee, 418. 

Kindersley, Capt. Nathaniel, of artillery, 
4 1 . 

Kistbundee, see Oistbandi. 

Kistenendee, see Krishnananda. 

Knox, Maj. Randfurlie, 34, 83 ; to be 
Brevet-Col-, 50, 51; death, 237-8, 275 ; 
note on, 494. 

Kora, Fatehpur Dist., XJ. P., Shujaud- 
Daulah’s defeat at, xxii ; ceded to Shah 
Alam, xxii, xxiv, 474, 

Kos (measure of distance usually or 2 
miles), 292. 


Kotha (warehouse’''. 

^vants to attend by rotation, l!9. 
Kotz^al tpolice chief ; siinerintendcv't 

^markets), 415. 

Koizsali (office of d"’’- •' " 

Krishnananda iKii 


r-l i 


Cossimbazar factor"- 


dismisscG, 


L 


.\CAM, 

;7i. 


iamin, ^Muster 


laster. 


Lakshmipur ?Liickiporeo NGakhal; 

Bengal, 7 ; inve.-tincnT at, 77. 
Lambert. W.. Military Pavma^rer. 
LapZ’Jng I'ship'u S, 9.' i 


; ::4. 

W(, ^ 


1 i 0 : 


52, 58, e9, 170. 301, 319. 357/: sold, 3C6. 
— Capt., see Griffin, Capt. J. 

Larkins, Capt. 'Wiliiam. of thz Albion, 6'^ ; 

of the Lioness^, !03- 
Lascars, vtages of, 443. 

Latham (ship), 102, 197, 20!, fTi'. ytC. 
Law^ de Lauriston, Jean, 36 : adiiiini.'^teTS 
restoration of French pnsscssifsii 

i ji 

on, 492, 499-500. 

Lawrell, James, allow a.nce from Burdwan 
Raia to, 472. 

Lawrence, IMaj.-Gen. Strhiger, Commander 
of Coy’s troops on Corrjmrmdel Coa^T, 
49 ; to’ return to England. 365. 

Lead, for Cov^s settlements, 62-4, 65. 10 


iL. it ^ '*‘.21 «! 


16, 327, 349-50, 363. 44S ; notes 




203-4, 236, 249 : illicit trade in, 113, 142, 
ISl : export reduced, 444. 

Lear, George, Alderman, 462. 

Lenox, James, officer of the Admirid 
Stezens, 359. 

Leopard (ship), 45, 26*>, 302. 319. 

Letmeullicr, Pitt, free merchant. 396. 4!0. 

Lewio, Capt. Richard, of the J^ansiftar!. 
3iS ; dismissed, 113-4. 

Lewis, Samuel, writer, 68, 412. 

Leveester, Ralph, IMember of Board. 240, 
244, 246, 245, 250, 251, 252, 260, 26L 
266, 283, 290, 293, 297. 313; on co"tC- 
nants, 186 ; suspended, 226. 362, 37L 
3S7-S, 391 : enquiry into acceptance of 
illegal Ratification, 352, 362, 386, 416; 
on appointment of Resident at Murshi- 
dabad, 354 ; on vacancies in Board, 355, 
360 ; member of committee o£ inland 
trade, 356; returns to England, 37 i, 
398; debarred from Coy‘s service, 173: 
note on, 494. 

Lioness (ship), 103, 106, 115, 14(1. 423, 490. 

— Capt., see luirkins, Capt. William. 

Lister, James> free merchant, 396 ; 'Mayer 
of Calcutta, 419. 

Liverpool (H, M. ship), 60, 249. 

London (ship), 102, 198, 201, 203, 204, 347 ; 
illicit trade aboard, 142 : sold, 404, 

— Capt., 5ee Motley, Capt. Thomas ; Webb, 
Capt. John. 

Long, Capt- Charles, of King's Regiment, 
resigns, 238. 

Long Ells, for Coy’s settlements. 63, 64, 
106-7, 203-4 ; illicit trade in, 142. 

Lord Anson (ship), 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 71, 
154, 319, 328, 346, 357, 364, 366, 409; 
illicit trade aboard, 143-4. 

—Capt., see Calbreatb, Capt. George, 
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Lord Camden (sliip), 103, 106, 140, 141, 
164, 422, 423, 43k 440, 454, 455, 479. 

— Capt., see Smith, Capt. Nathaniel. 

Lord Clive (ship), 73, 76, 102, 19S, 201, 
235. 

Lord Holland (ship), 102, 197, 203, 205. 
Lord Mansfield (ship), 73, 76, i02, 198, 
199, 235, 248, 26S, 2S1, 301. 

— Capt., see Alacleod, Capt. Alexander, 
L'Orieiit, port in France, 94. 

Luckipore (boat), 424. 

Luckipore, see Lakshmipur. 

Lucknow, 314; Carnac’s attack on, 324, 
500. 

Liiconia (snow), 45. 


M tCAULAY, T, B., on misgovernment in 
Bengal, xvii. 

IMcCaba, John, boatswain of the Hector, 

1 1 4. 

McConohie, Capt. J., of the Norfolk, 268. 

McGwdre, William, Member of Board, 5 ; 
JVIember of Select Committee, S ; mono- 
polises opium trade at Patna, 17-S. 

Mackehvaine, Lt-Fireworker Ezekiel, 86. 

Mackenzie, Wulliam, Member of China 
Council, 61, 105 ; Resident at Canton, 
62. 

Mackett, William, Paymaster of Works, 
suspected of frauds, 22. 

McLean, Capt Lachlan, resigns, 371, 417. 

Macleod, Capt. Alexander, of the Lord 
Mansfield, 198. 

MacPherson, Capt. William, of Bombay 
Detachment, transferred to Bengal, 321, 
417. 

Madagascar, island off S. E. coast of 
Africa, 33 ; slaves from, 11, 39, 40, 357, 
483. 

Maddison, Robert, factor, 175, 217-8, 346. 

hladeira Island, N.W. coast of Africa, 60, 
61, 69, 71, 103, 197-8. 

Madeira Wine, 444 ; for Coy’s settlements, 
62-5, 106, 108-9, 138, 203-4, 205-6 ; 

greater demand for, 269-70, 406. 

Madge, Capt. Thomas, of the Havannah, 
103. 

Madras, 72 ; postal arrangements between 
Bengal and, 276, 462 ; ships for, 440 ; 
saltpetre for, 447 ; see also Coromandel 
Coast ; Fort St George. 

Madras Government, appointment to 
Board of civilians from, xxxiii, 211, 
224-5, 228, 336, 362-3, 388-9, 391-2, 393, 
398-9, 414, 434, 501 ; assure aid to 
Bengal, 32 ; to raise funds for China in- 
vestment, 33 ; to implement Treaty of 
Paris, 36-7, 38 ; aid to Sumatra by, 45 ; 
batta to army at, 51, 382; recruits for, 
71, 72, 84-6,' 91, 112, 114, 138, 140-1', 
153-4, 165, 198, 213, 235, 246, 247 ; to 
check illicit trade, 143, 474 ; reinforce- 
ments from, 296, 316, 427, 429, 456, 
458, 474. 

— Governor, see Palk, Robert, 

— ^Select Committee, abolished, 43. 

Madura, Madras, capture of, 236, 246, 247, 
290, 296, 300, 494, 498. 


Magdalen Hospital, Omichand’s bequest 
to, 27. 

Magee, William, maintenance of accounts 
by, 52, 79. 

Mahe (Mahie), Malabar Dist., Madras, to 
be restored to the French, 316. 

Mahmud Reza Cawn, Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, see Muhammad Riza Khan. 

Mahrattas, see Marathas. 

Mainwaring, Capt. Roger, of the Tilbury, 
60. 

Maitland, Capt. Patrick, of the Bute, 139, 
141-2, 157, 165, 198, 202, 267, 301, 318. 

319, 322, 323, 349. 

Ivlajendie, William, Asst Secy to Board, 
commended, 82, 250 ; Secy, 148-9, 305 ; 
suspended, 211, 225, 389, 398, 415 ; Clive 
recommends reinstatement, 399-400 ; 
Sheriff of Calcutta, 419 ; note on, 493. 

Majoribanks, see Marjoribanks, 

Malabar Coast (Mallabar), Coy’s monopoly 
in pepper trade, 78 ; illicit trade in 
arms, 450, 474. 

Malacca, Dutch Governor & Council, 369. 

Malangi (labourer employed in manufac- 
turing salt), 80. 

Malda, Bengal, allowances of servants at, 

1 25 ; investment at, 409 ; timber from, 
415. 

— Resident, see Barwell, Richard. 

IMalguzari (revenue assessment), 184, 186, 

320. 

IMalhar Rao Holkar, helps Shujaud-Daulah 
against Cov, xxii ; Shah xMam seeks aid 
of, 507. 

Mallack, Capt. Newman, of the Becken- 
ham, 40. 

Malwans, the, 405 ; note on, 505. 

Mangin, Capt. S. H., of H.M.’s 84th Regi- 
ment, 282. 

Manila (Manilha, Manilla), Philippine Is- 
lands, 319 ; return of troops from, 247, 
248, 267, 404 ; question of booty money 
from, 355 ; note on, 495. 

Manipur (Meekly, Moneypoor), expedition 
to, 19, 124; note on, 484-5. 

Manship, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 139, 164, 167. 

Maratha Ditch, Calcutta, inhabitants share 
construction expenses, 149. 

Marathas (Mahrattas, Morattas), the, 183, 
450 ; withdraw'al of Cuttack expedition 
against, 19 ; activities in Midnapore, 
296, 306, 316-7 ; hostility towards 

Shujaud-Daulah, 325 ; negotiations _ for 
cession of north Orissa, 390 ; incursions 
apprehended, 434, 435 ; measures of 
defence against, 436, 474-5 ; approached 
by Shah Alam to regain power at Delhi, 
437 ; payment of chauth to, 478. 

Marine, see Shipping. 

Marjoribanks (Majoribanks), John, writer, 
68 ; dies, 45^ 

Marquis de Castres (French ship), 443. 

Marriages, custom of informing Governor 
of Bengal before ceremony, 416. 

Marriott, Randolph, Member of Board, 5, 
48, 57, 174, 240, 244, 246, 248, 420, 430, 
464 ; censured for farmiitg mint at 
Benares, 225-6, 413, 463 ; recalled as 
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Chief of Burdwaii and appointed in 
charge of revenues from Oudh, 274, 
317; with Fletcher’s army, 314; incom- 
petence, 391 ; disapproves of remarks 
against Coy’s servants, 421 ; allov.'ance 
from Burdwan Raja, 472 ; resigns and 
returns to England, 463 ; note on, 500. 
Marter, Capt. William, of the Horsendon, 
60. 

Martial Law, see x4.ct of Parliament. 
Martin, Capt. Fleming, Chief Engineer, 
Bengal, 372, 450 ; terms of appointment, 
20-1 ; on fortification of Fort William, 
120, 210, 272, 382 ; note on, 485. 

Martin, William Byam, writer, 68, 412. 
Masnad (throne), xxiii, 313, 315. 

Massey, Capt. Edmund, of the Hector^ in- 
dulges in illicit trade, 114, 425, 441. 
Massey, Robert, 25, 42, 280-1. 

Master Attendant, 28, 166, 202-3, 373 ; see 
also Scott, Capt. Alexander ; Keble, 
Capt. Page ; Wedderburn, Capt. Henry. 
Masulipatam, Kistna Dist., Madras, to be 
restored to the French, 316 ; stores for, 
440. 

Mathewson, Thomas, supercargo for 
Mocha voyage, 62. 

IMatthews, Edward, Chief Mate of the 
Elizabeth, 144. 

Mauritius (Isle of France), Indian Ocean, 
possession resumed by French Govt, 69 ; 
note on, 488. 

Mayapur Reach (Meyapore Reach). 24- 
Parganas Dist., Bengal, proposed cons- 
truction of wharf at, 443. 

Mayor’s Court, Calcutta, powers of, 30-1 ; 
law books for, 361 ; Aldermen and other 
office-holders, 419, 462; and passim. 
Meard, Capt. G-, of the Denham, 24. 
Meekly, see Manipur. 

Medicines, 15, 206, 444. 

IXIed’way (H. M. ship), 102, loO, 24/, 252. 
Meet Ashroff, see Mir Ashraf. 

Meer Cossim, see Qasim Ali Khan. 

Meer Jaffier, see Jafar Ali Khan, 

Mercer, Capt. ^^illiam, of the DevoTishife, 


103. , ^ 

Merchant, Capt. W., of the Earl of 
Chesterfield, 268. 

Mercury (ship), 195, 476, 478-9 ; terms of 
employment, 169. 

hleyapore Reach, see Tvlayapur Reach. 

Michell, William, writer, 68, 

Middlesex, see Earl of Middlesex. 

Middleton, Edward, writer, 81. 

Middleton, Samuel H., Member of 

240, “244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 252, 260, 261, 
283, 290 ; Resident at Murshidabad, 

295 354 * enquiry into acceptance of 

illegal gratification, 352 ; Chief of Patna, 
354, 361 ; dismissed, 173 ; to return to 
England, 472. 

Midnapore, Bengal, 355, 41/ ; Member of 
Board allowed to look after business at, 
7; revenues, 21, SO, 125, 

^78 973, 384, 393, 471, 472, 4/3, 494; 
sun^e^, 79 ; nleasures of defence against 
the Marathas, 296, 306, 317, 461 ; in- 
vestment at, 445 : magazine for fort at, 
452 ; ceded by Mir Qasim, 485- 


— ^Resident, ^iaj. Champh-n placed under, 
129, 135; see alse Bcanmon!:, Anselm: 
Graham. John ; Walts, Hngh- 
— Supervisor of Rc-eniies. szs \’ers:st, 

Harrv. 

Military Paynia>ter, ^abr\. ;55: ct:i- 

\crted into that at Milhary Pa'.Tja''ttr 
General, 4:9: see also Lrim.her::, W, 
Military Paymaster General, post- 'f C'cr.i- 
missarv General and Military Paymaster 
combined into that of. 4 ltd 


Military Stores, 74, lA, 2 
trade, 113, 142; large 
Bengal, 198; measures to 
to Indian powers, 45^'^ : 
and Ammunition. 


ot. ; iLicit 
indents from 
prevent supply 
see Arms 


Mint — 

— ^Benares, 413, 463. 

— Calcutta, 273 ; accounts, 81, 367 ; regu- 
lations re., 126, 284, 3t>5, 450 ; note on, 
497. 

— Murshidabad, 273. 

IMint Master, see Carapbcli, Alexander, 
hlir xAshraf, payment to, 468 ; note on, 

505. 

hlir Jafar, see Jafar x\li Khan. 

IMir Qasim, see Qasim All Khan. 

Miran, son of, see Murtaza Khan, Saiyid. 
Mirtle, William, mate of the Spvedz^'eU, 
rewarded, 14-5. 

Mirza Daud iDoud), 3 ; note on, 483. 
Mitchell, Samuel, writer, 110. 

Mitford, Capt. John, of the_ Xorihumber- 
land, 197 ; suspended, 105. 

Mocha, Arabia, ships for, 60, lo4, 193, 
199; coffee from, 61. 94, 202 ; super- 
cargoes for voyage to, 62. 

Mockll, Khwaja, 419-20. 

Moffatt, Capt. James, of the Latham, 197. 
\Tn hm ud Reza Cawii, see IMuhammad 
Riza Khan. 

Molungee, see Malangi. 
jMoneer, see hlonghyr. 

Money, — , succeeds to command of the 
Admiral Watson, 405- 
hloney-lending, by Coy’s servants, 180. 
hlonevpoor, see Manipur. 

Monghvr (Moneer, Mongeer, Mongheer, 
Monghier), Bihar, xxxiii, 262 ; treaty at, 
xviii-xix, 189, 492-3 ; batta to troops ^at, 
xxxiv, 381-2 ; cantonment at, 372 ; 
mutiny at, 426, 427, 435. 

Monsell, Lt Thomas, implicated m baita 

mutiny’, 429. . u * 

Monuments, not to he erected without 

Court’s permission, 121, 452. 

Moors (Muhammadans of Bengal), the, 


1 7 

Moorshedabad, see MurshldabacL 
MO'Otagheel, see IMotijhiL 
hlooteraum, see Motiram. 


Morattas, see Marathas. 

Morris, Capt. Arthur, of a new 


ship, 198, 


Morrison, Capt. Richard, of the Duk.’ of 

Kingston, 103. ^ 

Morse, Nicholas, free merchant, J ail 
Moses, Samuel, free merchant, 130. 
Motijhil fJ^Iootagheel), palace at 
sHdabad, 458; -punyaha held at, w. 
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Motiram fMooteraum), Johnstone's agent, 
386 ; note on, 505. 

Motlev, Capt. Thomas, of the London, 

m: 

Mughals, the, faii of, xvii. 

Muhammad Ali Khan, Nawab of Arcot, 
64. 

Muhammad Riza Khan, Xaih Subah of 
Bengal, xxv, 146, 315; revenue adminis- 
tration, 146, 221, 436, 473 ; complains of 
corruption among Coy’s .serraiits IS7, 
3S6 ; minister of Najmud-Daulah, 339, 
382; notes on, 490-1, 492, 500, 502. 

Muir, Capt. Grainger, of the infantry, 41. 

Midgaurry, Mulgazetiy, see Malgu'^ari. 

Alunifie, Capt. Burnet, of Infaauy, -li. 

Muiiro, Maj. Hector, 296; campaign 
against Shujaud-Daulah, sxi, 258, 260-1, 
262-3, 292, 501 ; commended, 95-6, 265, 
322, 329, 332 ; negotiations with Shah 
Alam, 291 ; part in fanning mint at 
Benares, 463 ; resigns, 153 ; departure 
for Europe, xxii, 294, 318 ; note on, 489. 

Murshidabad (Muxadavad), Bengal, 36, 
434, 437 ; Maj. Adams’ advance, xix ; 
salt trade, 137 ; custom house, 220 ; 
mint, 273 ; pimyaha, 426, 436, 449 ; see 
also Motijhil. 

— Resident at. Court’s instructions re., 
127-S ; Dkzani duties, 184-5; see also 
Watts, William ; Middleton, Samuel 
H. ; Sykes, Francis. 

Murtaza Khan (Mir Saidu), Saiyid, son of 
hliran, 315 ; note on, 499. 

Musniid, see Masnad. 

Mussulipatam, see Masulipatam. 

Mutasaddi (any inferior officer of govt; 
clerk; accountant), 315, 463. 

IMutiny Act, hlutiny Bill, see Act of Par- 
liament. 

Muxadavad, see Murshidabad. 

iVA/R Diz:an (deputy financial minister), 
of Bihar, see Shitab Rai. 

Naib Subah (deputy governor), of Bengal, 
see Muhammad Riza Khan, 

Nairne, Capt. Fasham, of the Lord Hol- 
land, 197. 

Nairne, Robert, Councillor at Fort Marl- 
bro’, 151. 

Najaf Khan (Nidjufi Cawn, Nudjeef 
Cawn, Nudjeff Cawn), 134, 183, 294 ; 
joins Coy’s forces, 314. 

Najibud-Daulah (Nejib O Dowla), rela- 
tions with Shujaud-Daulah, 325, 500. 

Najmud-Daulah (Nazem-o-Dowla, Nud' 
jum-ul-Dowla), Nawab of Bengal, acces- 
sion and treaty with Coy, xxiii, xxv, 137, 
146-7, 148-9, l73, 312, 315, 319, 326-7, 
490, 499, 500, 502 ; extortions by mem- 
bers of Board from, xxxiii, 352, 362, 385, 
386, 472, 492, 503 ; allowances, 337, 501 ; 
Clive’s views re., 33S-9 ; dies, xxxv, 430, 
438, 449. 

Nakhuda (boatman, sailor), 411. 

Nancy (ship), 76, 236 ; lost, 142, 165, 302. 

Nanchdiumar, Coy’s distrust in, 18, 315, 
326, 417 ; notes on, 484, 500. 


Na\y’, King of England’s, donation by 
2ilir Jafar, xxiii, 97-8, 134-5, 147, 148, 
178, 216-7, 356-7, 437-8, 469 ; stores, 40 ; 
note on, 504. 

Nazem-o-Dowla, see Najmud-Daulah. 

Nazr, Nazrana (ceremonial present or 
gift), 180, 345. 

Negrais, see Haingyyi Island. 

Neidrick, Capt.-Lt Paul, of artillery, re- 
signs, 323. 

Nejib O Dowla, see Najibud-Daulah. 

Neptune (ship), 59, 103, 106, 115, 369, 423. 

— Capt., see Steward, Capt. Gabriel. 

New Fort, see Fort William. 

Nezi' Success (ship), involved in illicit 
trade, 200. 

Nezzeranna, see Nazrana. 

Nicholson, John Law^son, writer, 110. 

Nicolson, Robert, surgeon, 23. 

Nidjuff Cawn, see Najaf Khan. 

Nixon, William, writer, 110. 

Nizam Ali Khan, ruler of Hyderabad, 
acquisition of Northern Circars from, 
327, 500-1 ; friendly relations with, 475. 

Nizamat (office of yiazim or governor), 438. 

Nollekens, Capt. John, disabled, 275. 

Noqueda, see Nakhuda. 

Norfolk (ship), 14, 60, 102, 19S, 203, 205, 
268. 

North, Ensign William, to be court-mar- 
tialled, 429. 

Northern Circars, northern part of Madras 
Presidency, acquisition of, 327, 500-1 ; 
proposal re. communications between 
Bengal and, 390. 

Northington (ship), 198, 203. 

Northumberland (ship), 102, 197, 201. 

Nottingham (ship), 103, 163, 164, 426, 
440; illicit trade aboard, 200-1. 

Nudjeef Cawm, Nudjeff Cawm, see Najaf 
Khan. 

Nudjum-ul-Dowla, see Najmud-Daulah. 

Nugent, Capt. William, 85. 

Nundcomar, Nundocamar, see Nanda- 
kumar. 


Obelisk, at Patna, 451-2. 

Old Fort, see Fort William. 

Oldis, James, iron founder, 51-2. 

Omichand, bequests by, 27-8, 485. 

Onslow (ship), 13, 268. 

Opium, Dutch trade in, 17, 78, 119, 172, 
209, 410, 448 ; Coy’s monopoly in, 
29-30, 488 ; for Fort Marlbro’, 45, 76, 
144, 270, 272, 302, 319, 328, 365, 447; 
import banned in China, 165 ; from 
Patna, 236. 

Ordnance, see Arms and Ammunition. 

Orissa, Diwani granted to Coy, xxiv-vi, 
337 ; proposed acquisition of northern 
parts, 390. 

Osterley (ship), 58, 59, 76, 81, 87, 103, 
106, 163, 164, 195-6, 201, 235. 

— Capt-, see Vincent, Capt. Frederick. 

Oudh, Nawab Vazir of, see Shujaud- 
Daulah. 
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Pacific (ship), to, ti, is, s4, 9i, 93 , 
197, 348, 360, 365, 403, 409, 412, 4S7. 

— Capt., see Barkley, Capt. C. 

Pack, George, 4th mate of the Hector. 
114. 

Padman, Lt Selby, 85. 

Pagoda, rate of exchange with pound 
sterling, 216. 

Palk, Robert, Governor of Madras, 327 ; 
censured for illicit trade in diamonds, 
130. 

Palmer, Capt. Roger Fish, of the 
Va7tsittartj 198. 

Panchottara (custom or toll-house for 
inland traffic), 3, 220. 

Panch-Pahari, near Patna, battle at, xx. 

Panther (H.M. ship), 102. 

Pardoe, John, Director of E. I. Cov, 100, 
101, 116, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 
195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Pargana (tract of country comprising 
several villages), SO, 126, 159. 

Parker, Capt. John Neville, of infantry, 
41, 154 ; to be court-marti ailed, 429. 

Parliament, proposed enquiry into Indian 
affairs, 212-3, 228, 230 ; see also Act of 
Parliament. 

Parry, Edward, writer, 211. 

Parry, Rev, William, chaplain at St John’s 
Church, Calcutta, 23, 276 ; offered chap- 
laincy at Bombav, 35 ; reinstated, 416 ; 
ill-health, 463. 

Parwana (grant, license or pass), 17, 54. 

Patchoulhah, Patchowterah, see Panchot- 
tara. 

Patna, Bihar, 397 ; army, xix, xxxiii, 
xxxiv, 96, 257-9, 261-2, 381-2 ; massacre, 
xix-xx, 258, 496 ; opitim trade, 17, 236, 
272, 302 ; salt trade, 137 ; barracks and 
factory buildings, 209, 372-3 ; revenues, 
220 ; losses due to war, 280 ; restoration 
of French settlements, 316, 368 ; salt- 
petre, 409 ; mutiny, 432, 435 ; memorial 
obelisk, 451-2. 

— Chief, Member of Board permitted to 
hold post, 7 ; see also Ellis, William ; 
Middleton, Samuel H. 

Pattle, Thomas, writer, 110. 

Patty (ship), 479. 

Pawson, William, vrriter, 110. 

Paymaster of Sepoys in Garrison, salary, 
155. 

Payne, Capt. J., of the Ponsborne, 60, 403, 
487. 

Peach, Maj. Joseph, 44 ; to be Lt Col. of 
2nd Battalion, 50, 342, 351 ; note on, 
502. 

Pearce, Capt. Thomas, of the Earl of 
Ashhurnhami 103. 

Pegu, Burma, Coy’s relations with, 411 ; 
timber from, 440. 

Peiarce, John, WTiter, 81, 276. 

Peiarce, Thomas, writer, 111. 

Pelly, Capt. Henry Hinde, of the Europa, 

Pemble (Pembles), Capt. Charles, of 
Bombay Detachment, besieges Chunar, 
xxii ; Major, 129, 276, 343 ; to be 

34 


C. in C. at Bombay, 166. 177 ; com- 
mended, 329, 343 ; note cn. 56 L 

Penman, David, cadet and engineer, 21 S. 

Pennv, Richard, gunner of the Hector, 
114. 

Pepper, from Sumatra, 30 : Coy’s mono- 
poly on Malabar Coast, 7S, 

Perpet (kind of blue serge), 269 ; for Arcot 
Nawab’s army, 64. 

Persian Translator, salary, 155 ; see also 
Vansittart, George. 

Persoon, Peter, pilot of the Ponsborne, re- 
signs, 442. 

Perzeanna, see Parse ana. 

Peters, Capt. William, of the Plassey. 103. 

Petrie, Lt John, part la ‘‘batta mutinv’’, 

454. 

Petrus, Arratoon, Khwaja, 18, 163; note 
on, 4S4. 

Phillips, Lt Robert, recalled, S4, 161. 

Phirinaund, see Farnian. 

Phougedar, Phouzdar, see Faujdar. 

Phousdarry, see Fauidari. 

Piearce, see Peiarce, John. 

Piecegoods, for Gov’s settlements, 62-3, 
106-7, 203-4. 

Piers, Lt James, of infantry, 41. 

Pigot (ship), 59, 67, 87, 91, 93, !03, 106, 
108, 140, 141, 164, 235, 249, 250, 254. 
430, 440, 464 ; illicit trade aboard, 170-1, 
479. 

— Capt., see Richardson, Capt. George. 

Pigou, Frederick, Director of E. I. Cov, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 70, 93, 100, 101, 'l 16, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 
195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Pigou, Capt. P., of the British King, 249 ; 
dismissed, 105. 

Pigou, William Henry, writer, 201. 

Pilots, paucity, 45 ; emoluments, 404. 

Pine Timber (fir timber), for marine, 202, 
415-6 ; from Bettiah, 450. 

Pitt (ship), 102, 240. 

Pitt’s Passage, Molucca Islands, 105. 

Plaisted, Bartholomew’, 453 : surv’ey of 
Chittagong, 1 24 ; representation re. 
seniority, 150-1, 323; commended, 415; 
note on, 489. 

Plassey (schooner), 95, 255 ; sold, 269. 

Plassey (ship), 103, 479. 

Plavdell, Charles Stafford, Member of 
Board, 5, 48, 57, 256, 260, 261, 266, 283, 
290, 293, 297, 313, 317, 323 ; Expoit- 
W^arehouse-Keeper, 304 ; extortion of 
presents from Najmud-Daulah, 352 ; 
Chief of Chittagong, 354 ; resigns, 472 ; 
dismissed, 173, 225. 

Plow’man, Henry, attorney to H. Vansit- 
tart, 68, 151, 412, 455. 

Pocock, see Admiral Pocock. 

Polier, Capt,-Lt Anthony, Asst Chief 
Engineer, 21 ; to be Chief Engineer, 
120 ; coinmended, 273. 

Ponerack, Bihar, restoration to the French 
of plot at, 448. 

Po 7 isborne (ship), 71, 75, 84, 91, 95, 229, 
348, 360, 364, 365, 367, 403, 406, 409, 422, 
439, 442, 487. 

— Capt., see Payne, Capt, J. 
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Foonah, Pooneah, see Punyaka. 

Pork, for Fort Alarlbro’, 64, 107, 204. 

Port Roy all (ship), iSl. 

Portuguese, the, restitution money paid 
to, 279. 

Post and Postage, between Bengal and 
Madras, 128, 276, 462 ; post of Post 
Master to be abolished, 155 ; between 
Bengal and Northern Circars, 390. 
Pouchon, Joseph, silk expert, 83, 321, 416 ; 

administrator to Gideon Ferrand, 92. 
Pound Sterling, exchange rates, 12, 17S, 
179, 215, 216, 231, 242. 

Powell, Lt William, 85. 

Precious Stones, registration of, 131 ; see 
also Diamonds. 

Presents, Coy’s servants banned from 
accepting, xxxii-iii, 82, 147, 331, 352, 
412, 458, 487 ; Board’s control over 
acceptance by military ofScers, 361 ; re- 
fund of, 472 ; see also Covenants. 
Preston, Achilles, to be Col., 51. 

Preston, Ensign Thomas, 85. 

Price, Nathaniel, writer, 211. 

Price, William Andrew, to return to 
Bombay, 44, 48, 

Prices, of imported necessaries fixed, 407, 
444-5, 

Prince George (ship), 25. 

Prince Henry (ship), 45. 

Prince of Wales (ship), 39, 40, 42, 44) 45, 
71, 103, 155, 328-9, 346, 357, 364, 409, 
479; illicit trade aboard, 143-4, 181. 

— Capt., see Abercromby, Capt. Burnet ; 

Court, Capt. Jonathan, 

Princess Augusta (ship), 10, 301, 347. 
Principal Engineer, see Chief Engineer. 
Public Department, records of ‘hatta 
mutiny’ kept in, 435. 

Public Works, 1 20- 1 ; inhabitants to share 
expenses of, 22, 149 ; cantonments, 209, 
372 ; see also Fort William ; Monuments. 
Pimyaha (annual meeting of direct reve- 
nue payers at chief collector’s office to 
determine amount of assessment), 126, 
184, 185, 220; at Calcutta, 405-6 ; at 
Murshidabad, 426, 436, 449. 

Purgunnah, see Pargana. 

Purling, Charles Hutchinson, WTiter, 68, 
70, 371. 

Purling, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 8, 9, 
35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 
116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 
192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Purling, John, writer, 211. 

Purnea (Purmnia), Bihar, 4 ; establish- 
ment expenses, 221. 

Purnell (^rnel), Thomas, 24, 25, 42, 280. 
Pye, William, writer, 68. 

QaSID (courier or messenger), 

Qasim Ali Khan (Meer Cossim), Nawab of 
Bengal, gives presents to Coy’s servants, 
xxxii, 162, 191 ; confirms double hatta 
to Coy’s army, xxxiv, 487 ; relations 
with Jagat Seths, 449, 506-7 ; complaints 
against illicit trade by Coy’s servants, 
xviii-ix, xxix-xxx, 7-8, 136, 189 ; ex- 
empts all merchants from paying duties. 


xix, 54 ; engagements with Coy’s army, 
xix-xx, 8, 46, 256-7, 325 ; orders massa- 
cre at Patna, xix-xx, 258, 451, 496; 
alliance with Shujaud-Daulah, xx, 67, 
77, 245, 252, 253 ; Coy’s demand for his 
surrender, xx, xxi, 133, 263, 294, 313, 
496 ; his end, xxii ; and passim. 

Oistbandi (document re. fixed periodical 
payments of revenue or of a debt), 135, 
220, 249, 295. 

Quicke, Capt. A., of the Devonshire, 282, 
283. 


Radhacharan Mitra (Radachurnd Metre), 
pardoned, 161-2; note on, 491. 

Radhanagar (Radnagore), Midnapore Dist., 
Bengal, silk from, 408. 

Ranicharan (Ramchurn), 18 ; note on, 
484. 

Ramnath (Ramnaut), bania of George 
Gray, proceedings against, 387, 416 ; 
note on, 505. 

Randall, Benjamin, free merchant, 88, 
412. 

Raper, Matthew, Jr, Member of China 
Council, 201. 

Rawana (passport authorising goods to 
pass without payment of further duty), 
54, 146. 

Ray, Robert, writer, 110; dies, 452, 

Records, maintenance and transmission, 
28-9, 157, 159 ; to be restored to the 
French, 36 ; Coy’s servants banned from 
privately sending copies to England, 53, 
161 ; Court to be furnished with copies 
of plans and surveys, 79, 149-50 ; of 
*batta mutiny’ preserved in Public Dept, 
435 ; see also Accounts. 

Redfearn, William, writer, 110. 

Redwood, 365, 366, 422. 

Reed, Capt. Francis, of the Essex, 60. 

Reinhardt, Walter (popularly Sombre or 
Samru), surrender demanded on account 
of part in Patna massacre, xx, xxii, 133, 
258, 263, 294, 313, 496 ; note on, 490. 

Rennell, James, surveyor, 275 ; note on, 
497. 

Restitution, by Mir Jafar, xxiii, 25, 259, 
260, 295, 437, 438 ; accounts of, 26-7, 
87-8, 158, 277-8, 418; criticised by 
Court, 97-8, 132-3, 147, 148 ; notes on, 
485, 489, 495, 497. 

— Committee, 463-4, 468-9. 

Retson (Ritson), Edward, writer, 110; dies, 
452, 

Revell, Henry, Member of China Council, 
105, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 106, 201-2. 

Revell, Henry, Jr, writer, 110. 

Revenge (ship), 267-8. 

Revenues, commission to Vansittart on, 
6, 240, 252-3, 495 ; from Burdwan, 
Chittagong, Midnapore and 24-Parganas, 
21, 80, 121-6, 220-1, 237, 273, 320, 355, 
452, 472-3, 494 ; commission to Gover- 
nor of Bengal on, 49, 159, 462, 471, 507 ; 
frauds in administration, 147, 148, 150, 
184-6, 212, 223-4, 228, 384, 393; pay- 
ment of navy donation from, 217 ; satis- 
factory condition, 380-1 ; to be personally 
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supervised by Clive, 393-4 ; of Bengal 
and Bihar, 436 ; subject dealt with by 
Select Committeej 452 ; see also Custoins 
and Excise ; Di‘^:a7ii ; Trade. 

Rice, for Madras, 235 ; for Fort Marlbro’, 
270, 302, 

Rice, Capt. David, of the Dutton, 60. 
Richardson, Capt. George, of the Pigot^ 
103, 170-1, 249, 254, 430.' 

Richardson, Capt. William, of the Sole- 
bay, 40. 

Riddell, Capt. Thomas, of the Admiral 
Pocock, 198. 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 441. 

Ritson, see Retson. 

River, River of Bengal, see Hooghly River. 
Roach, see Roch. 

Roberts, John, Director of E. I. Cov, 44, 
45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 
139, 164, 167, 168, ISl, 192, 195, 219, 
227, 229, 231. 

Robertson, Francis, Paymaster of hlidna- 
pore Detachment, rewarded, 416-7. 
Robertson, Lt Francis, attempts to escape 
deportation, 454 ; note on, 507. 
Robertson, George, writer, 68. 

Robertson, James, cadet, 306. 

Robinson, John, free merchant, 5, 265. 
Roch (Roach), Capt. Edward, of the Fort 
Willmm, 11, 39, 156-7, 319-20, 323 ; re- 
called, 181. 

Roddam, Capt. Collingwood, of the Godol- 
phin, 35, 60. 

Roffe, Christopher, factor at Fort Marlbroh 
82, 412. 

Rogers, George, writer, 201. 

Rogers, John, Chief Mate of the Caernar- 
von, dismissed, 1 14. 

Rohillas, the, Shujaud-Daulah seeks re- 
fuge with, xxii ; at Chapra congress, 
436 ; see also Najibud-Daulah. 
Rohtasgarh (Rotas), Shahabad Dist., 
Bihar, captured, 262. 

Rooke, Giles, Director of E. I. Coy, 8, 9, 
35, 37, 44, 45, 70, 93. 

Rosewell, John, writer, 68. 

Ross, Capt. Andrew, of the Ankeruyke, 

60. 

Ross, Capt. John, of infantry, 41. 

Rous, Thomas, Director of E. 1. Coy, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 195, 
219, 227, 229, 231 ; Member of Secret 
Committee, 38, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197 ; 
Chairman, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93 ; Dy 
Chairman, 168, 181, 192. 

Rous, Capt. Thomas Bates, of the Bri- 
tannia, 103, 114. 

Rous, William, Member of China Council, 
61, 105, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 62, 
106, 202. 

Rowana, Rowanna, see Rawana. 

Rowe, Lt — , resigns, 37. 

Roy Dolub, Roy Dullub, Roy Dulub, Roy- 
doolub, see Durlabhram Mahindra. 
Royal Captain (ship), 60, 62, 63, 70, 75, 
84, 85, 197, 347, 348. 

—Capt., see Tanner, Capt. Nathaniel. 
Royal Charlotte (ship), 60, 61, 62, 93, 94. 
403. 

— ^Capt., see Clements, Capt. John, 


Royal 
60, 71 


\sni\ 




i/: 

— Capt.. see Skottowe, Capt, Nich'" 
iiDriiQ, ln .0 
63 : IMember of 


ric 


Runibrdd, Thomas, coir.mendeC'* xxxi.!. 




453 ; hiadra; 


civilians resent his appointment, 47“ : 
note on, 507. 


Rupee — 

— Bombay, 
sterling. 
— Current, 
sterling. 


rate of exchange with 
216. 


rate of exchange 
175, 179, 215, 2f6, 



pound 

pound 


— Das-HIasa (rupee weighing about 170 

grains^ 441. 

— Sanzvat (rupee which has been ciarreni 
more tlian one year), 414; profit from 
recoining of, 127 ; batta on, 449. 

— Sikka (silver currency of kings of Delhi 
adopted by other Indian princes, and 
eventually by E. I. Coyj, fixing value 
of, 126-7, 210, 367 ; rate of discount, 
277, 279 ; and passim. 

Russell, Claud, transferred from 2^Iadras 
to Bengal as Member of Board, 173, 174, 
217, 225, 362, 388, 392, 399, 420, 421, 
430, 464, 479 ; Clive3s recommendation, 
356 ; arrival expected, 394 ; commended 
as Secy to Board, 414 : resigns, 453. 

Russians, the, 249 ; note on, 495. 

Rutiege, — , surgeon, 453-4. 


S iGE, Isaac, Resident at Benares, 4! 3, 
414. 


Saidabad, iMurshidabad Dist., Bengal, res- 
toration of French factory at. 316, 349. 

Saifud-Daolah, succeeds as Nawab of 
Bengal, xxxv, 430, 433 ; treaty with, 
449, 506 ; to share expenses of CoMs 
army, 461. 

St Helena, ships for, 60, 61, 103, 197 ; 
slaves for, 71 : provisions for, 104, 109- 
10, 240, 250, 285, 307, 318, 443 ; scarcity 
at, 141 ; recruits for, 213. 

St lago, see Santiago. 

Salami {complimentary present), 150, 320. 

Salisbury (ship), 60, 61, 70, 71, 196. 

Salt, trade by Coy’s senmnts and its 
regulation, xviii, xix, xxix, xxxi, 7, 54, 
97, 98, 101, 136, 137, 146, I4S, 189, 331, 
340, 356, 3S3, 394-6, 438, 469, cCI2, 50o ; 
duty on, xxiii, 493, 496 ; revenue from, 
22/80,273, 431. 

Salted Provisions, for St Helena, 104, 443. 

Saltpetre, 67, 318, 365, 366 ; Dutch trade, 
17, 78, 272, 369 ; refining, 76^; for 
Bombay and NIadras, 66, 95, 255, 270, 
'»81, 301, 328, 348, 349, 422: quantity 
sent to England, HO. 209. 409; for the 
French, 350, 410 ; distribution, 446-7, 
448 ; Coy’s monopoly, 4S8. 

Samru, see Reinhardt, Walter- 

Samson, Capt. Brook, of the Hardv:kbe, 


33 60. 

anad (deed of grant by Govt of office, 
privilege or right), 169, 245, 293, 3!-, 
314, 327, 344, 35 j, 

andvs, Capt. John, of the Aoifolfe,^i98. 
;antiago (St lago), island. Cape \erde 
Islands, 424, 441. 
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Santipiir, Nadia Dist., Bengal, cloth from, 
446. 

Saran (Sarang), Bihar, 282. 

Sarhang (skipper of an Indian ship), 443. 

Sarraf (money-changer, banker), 210. 

Satins, for Basra, 63. 

Saunders, Capt. David, of the Grosz'enor^ 
60. 

Saunders, Thomas, Director of E. I. Cov, 

100, 101, 116, 132, 13S, 139, 164, 167, 

168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231. 

Savage, Henrv, Director of E. I. Cov, 44, 
45, 56. 59/70, 100, 101, 116, 132,' 138, 

139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 

227, 229 ; Member of Secret Committee, 
38, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197. 

Savage, John, witer, 68 ; dies, 453. 

Scarlin, Capt. Roger, of infantry, 41. 

Scindy, see Sind. 

Scotland, Capt. James, resigns, 371, 417. 

Scott, Capt. Alexander, Master Attendant, 
15 ; dies, 358. 

Scott, Lt David, promoted, 305. 

Scott, George, Councillor at Fort Marlbro’, 
151. 

Scrafton, Luke, Director of E. I. Cov, 100, 

101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 
181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229. 

Sea Horse (ship), 15. 

Seagrave, I.t John, of H.M’s 79th Regi- 
ment, 316 : promoted, 321. 

Sealv, Capt. John, of the Northington, 
198. 

Searle, John, Member of China Council, 
61, 62. 

Seats, see Jagat Seths. 

Secretary, see Fort William Board, 
Secretary. 

Select Committee, see Fort William 
Board, Select Committee. 

Senior, Ascanius William, Member of 
Board, 5, 48, 57 ; extortion of presents 
from Najmud-Daulah, 352 ; Chief of 
Cossimbazar, 367 ; incompetence, 391 ; 
resigns, 362, 371, 380 ; dismissed, 173; 
returns to England, 398. 

Sepoys, proportion with European infantry 
to be maintained, 326, 474. 

Serampore (Fredericknagore), Hooghly 
Dist., Bengal, 450. 

Servants, E. I. Coy’s, participation in 
inland trade and its regulation, xviii- 
xix, xxviii-xxxii, 3-4, 7-8, 32, 54-5, 77, 
97, 101, 135-7, 143, 146-7, 148, 188-90, 
194, 264-5, 340-1, 356, 394-7, 431, 438, 
483, 492-3, 496 ; to execute covenants 
banning acceptance of presents, xxxix- 
iii, 53-4, 56, 82, 147, 186, 187, 331, 352, 
41 2, 458, 487 ; resent appointment of 
civilians from Madras, xxxiii, 211, 225, 
388-9, 398 ; banned from privately 

sending abroad copies of Coy’s records, 
53, 161 ; remissness in duty, 53, 304 ; 
Court criticise corruption and indisci- 
pline, 98-9, 101, 134-5, 162-3, 177-8, 184, 
187, 190-1, 193, 209, 224-6, 228; servants 
above rank of wTiters to attend kotha 
by rotation, 119 ; to send letters through 
proper channel, 120 ; question of 
reinstated servants, 127, 274 ; confiden- 


tial reports to be sent to Court, 132 ; 
management of aura^igs, 144, 323, 396-7', 
446, 460, 470 ; allowances, 155-6, 439 ; 
not to hold two gratuit^r posts 
simultaneously, 156, 460 ; free merchants 
not to be entertained as, 166; restric- 
tions on remittances to Europe, 1 80, 
214-6, 363, 381 ; not to hold lands, 
186; Clive’s criticism of Bengal 
civilians, 330-3, 336-7, 339-40, 343-4, 
362-3, 391-3, 394, 396, 398-9, 400-2; 
need for enlarging establishment, 372 ; 
restrictions re, conduct towards Indians, 
382 ; subscription for ‘hatta mutiny’ bv, 
414, 428, 432, 434, 458 ; to refund com- 
missions and allowances, 471-2 ; see also 
Army : Chaplains ; Fort William Board ; 
Surgeons ; Writers. 

Shah Alam, joins Mir Qasim against Coy, 
XX, xxi, 67, 77, 245-6, 252 ; overtures for 
peace, xxi, xxiii, 261-2, 263 ; grant of 
Kora and Allahabad to, xxii, xxiv, 474 ; 
cession of Ghazipur, Benares etc. and 
pavment of war expenses to Cov, xxiii, 
291-2, 293, 294, 324-5, 413, 463, 490, 492, 
498 ; grants Disrani to Coy, xxiv, xxxv, 
183, 353, 433 ; Coy’s tribute to, xxiv, 
337, 477-8 Court criticise settlement 
with, 133-4, 137, 145, 147 ; present to 
Carnac from, 194, 332, 361, 493 ; project 
of recovering Delhi and Coy’s ■ opposi- 
tion, 227, 390, 437, 474, 507 ; to pay 
army expenses to Coy, 295, 314, 46/; 
and passim. 

Shakespeare, John, writer, 211. 

Shalloons, for Basra, 63. 

Sherburn, Joseph, writer, 211. 

Sheriff of Calcutta, see Majendie, William. 

Sherlock, Maj. Richard, Commander of 
H.hl’s 84th Regiinent, 238, 249, 254. 

Shewen, William, junior merchant, dies, 
453. 

Shipping, movements of ships, 10, 59-62, 
71-3, 94-5, 102-6, 109, 117, 138-9, 140-2, 
163-4, 164-5, 168-70, 196-203, 217, 229, 
235-6, 240, 248-9, 254-5, 267-9, 281, 300-2, 
307, 318-20, 346-9, 357-8, 359-60, 364-7, 
403-4, 422-3, 425-6, 440, 464, 478-9; 
agreements with owners, 11-3 ; captains 
not to arrest unlicensed persons in East 
Indies, 13; deficiencies in cargo, 13-4; 
measures for protection of, 14, 43 ; 
losses due to detention, 38 ; condi- 
tions for disposal, 39 ; hired for 
purchase of slaves, 40 ; ship-building, 
73-4, 118, 404, 441-2; marine stores, 74, 
118, 159 ; accounts, 79, 156-7, 160, 218-9 ; 
timber for, 202, 415-6 ; restrictions on 
remittances by captains, 214 ; wages of 
crew, 404, 405, 443 ; malpractices of 
captains re. sale of imported necessaries, 
407 ; passenger fares to England, 407-8 ; 
malpractices of owners of transport 
ships, 424 ; buoys in the Hooghly, 442-3 ; 
proposed construction of wharf at 
Mayapur Reach, 443 ; see also Docks ; 
Hooghly River ; Master Attendant : 
Pilots ; Trade. 

Shltab Rai (Chitabroy, Chittabroy, 
Shitahroy), Naib Diwan of Bihar, 220, 
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221 ; negotiations with Shojaud-Daulah 
through, 262; note on, 493. 

Shoes, for army, 118-9, 206, 269, 444, 474. 

Shrimpton, Lt John, of infantry, 41. 

Shroff, see Sarraf. 

Shujaiid'Daulah, xsawab Vazir of Ouclh, 
invasion of Bengal in alliance with Mir 
Qasim, sx, 67, 77, 245, 252, 253 ; war 
operations and terms of peace, xx-xxii, 
95, 256-7, 258, 260-4, 292, 294, 313-4, 31 7^ 
324-5, 496 ; treaty of Allahabad, xxii, 
183, 333-4, 353, 414, 433, 477, 492, 501 ; 
Coy’s agreement with Shah Alam re. 
territories of, xxiii, 133-4, 137, 144->, 
291-2, 293, 324-5, 490, 492; friendlv 
relations with Coy, 227, 390 ; seeks 
refuge with Najibiid-Daulah, 325, 500 ; 
at Chapra congress, 436-7, 506 ; dis- 
charges obligations towards Coy, 437, 
449 ; to be aided against the Marathas, 
474-5 : and passim. 

Sicca, see Rupee, Sikka. 

Silk, S3, 373; from Cossimbazar, 16, 321, 
408, 409 : demand for, 88 ; for Bengal, 

106-7. 

Silver, for China, 65; refining of, 126. 

Sind (Scindy), goods for, 63, 107, 204 ; 
saltpetre from, 110. 

Singhiya (Singhia), Bihar, restoration of 
French factory at, 350, 448. 

Sirajud-Daulah, Nawab of Bengal, renews 
Coy’s privilege of duty-free trade, xxix. 

Sircar (subdivision of a province com- 
prising several parganas ; district), 282. 

Skinner, Ensign Alexander, to be deported, 
454. 

Skottowe, Capt. Nicholas, of the Royal 
George, 38, 60, 72, 479. 

Slaves, from Africa for Fort Marlbro’, II, 
39, 40, 60, 71, 357, 404 ; trade in, 92, 
483. 

Smith, Capt. John, of the Hampshire, 103. 

Smith, Capt. Nathaniel, of the Lord 
Camden, 103, 140. 

Smith, Richard, Director of E. I. Cov, 70- 

Smith, Col. Richard, of 2nd Battalion at 
Allahabad, xxxiii, 50, 51, 350, 390, 427, 
435, 437, 461 ; to be Member of Board, 
174, 176 ; to be recalled, 227 ; representa- 
tion bv, 351-2, 503; note on, 487. 

Smith, Thomas, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 61, 105, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 62, 
106. 

Smith, Capt. Thomas Frederick, 305. 

Smith, William, gunpowder expert, 75. 

Smith, Capt. William, of the Houghton, 
198. 

Snell, William, Director of E. I. Cov, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 45, 59, 70, 93. 

Society of Trade, regulation of inland 
trade by, xxxi-ii, 383, 469-70, 502, 503-4, 
505 ; see also Trade. 

Solebay (ship), 40, 45, 202, 357, 372. 

Sombre, see Reinhardt, Walter. 

Son (Soane) River, 257, 262. 

Sonant, Sonnaut Rupee, see Rupee, 
Sanwat. 

Sooty, Mir Qasim defeated at, xix, 

Soubadary, see Subahdaru 


Snuhak, i.e. 

Qa'^im Ali 
Srmja Dow'Ia, 
Daulah. 


^ iJi, A 


Siihah. ^ee 

K W “■ 

nan. 

Sou rah D-rvlah 
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Spain. 30, 430. 

Speaker Ishipj, 59, ITh hT. !64, Nm. 44'’. 
— Capt., see Dewar, Capt. Jame-, 

Specie, see Bullion. 

S^'peeduell fshipp 14. 

Speke (ship), 71, S4, 91. 93, 34?. 360, 365. 
4Uji, 4*9, 4S«, 


Spencer, John, Second in Council, 5, 6, 2^*3, 
260, 261, 266, 2S3 ; hfember of Select 
Comniiitee, 8 : arrives in 256 ; 

Governor of Bengal, xxiii, 253. 29*\ 293, 
297, 313, 3i7, 523, 329, 496 : extonlDn 
of presents from Xa-’mud-Bauiah. 552, 
498-9 ; to return to Bombay. 44, 48, 5p„ 
347, 498 ; administration criticised. 

147-8; dismissed, 173: property to be 
confiscated, 191 ; payment of dues to, 
369 ; note on, 491. 


Staaden, D. Van, claims of, 27, 280, 
Stables, Capt. John, resigns, 371. 
Stainforth, Capt. John, 85 ; to be tried 
for designs on Clive's life, 429, 454 ; 
note on, 506. 

Stavely, Samuel, chaplain, 23- 
Steel, for Coy’s setilenienis, 62-4, 106-7, 
203-4 ; illicit trade in, 181, 20il 
Steers, William, factor, dies. 275. 
Stephenson, John, Director of E. 1 Cov, 
100, 101, 116, 132, 133, 139, 164, 167, 
16S, 181, 192, 195. 

Steward, Capt. Gabriel, of the Neptune, 
103. 


Stewart, Hugh, Councillor at Fort 
Marlbro’, 151. 

Stibbert, Maj. Giles, 275 ; representation 
by, 305 : captures Chunargarh, 314: 
confirmed, 351. 

Stoddard, Francis, writer, 110. 

Stone, Lt-Fireworker John, of artillery, 41. 

Sturges, Lt Thomas, 44, 50. 

Sub-Accountant, 52, 367 ; junior servants 
encouraged to qualify as, 82 ; plea for 
suitable emoluments, 414 ; see also 
Barweli, Richard : Witts. Richard. 

Subah (short form of subahdar, i.e. 
vicerovj, see Jafar Ali Khan : Qasim 
Ali Khan. 

Siihahdari, Subaship (office of subahdaf, 
i.e. governor or viceroy), 43, 46, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 162, 173, 191, 245, 449. 

Siiccess (ship), 33, 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 267, 
486; agreement with ownier. 11-3, 71: 
illicit trade aboard, 143-4 ; discharged, 
268, 301. 

— Capt., see Gardiner, Capt. Henry. 

Suia Dowlah, Suja O Dowia. Sujah- 
Doula, Sujah Dowlah, see Shujaud- 
Daulah. 

Sidivan (ship), 33. 

Sulivan, Laurence, Director of E. 1, Coy, 
44 ; differences with Clive, xxvii ; Dy 
Chairman, 8, 9, 35, 37 ; Member of 
Secret Committee, 38. 

Sulu Island (Xolo), Philippines, trade with, 
149; note on, 49 L 

Sumatra, see Fort Marlbrok 
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Sumner, William ^ Brightwell, Second in 
Council, 43, '48, 57, 58, 174, 373, 397, 
430 ; arrangement for voyage, 52 : takes 
■charge^. -347 ; ^lember of Select Com- 
mittee, 176 ; on revenues of 24-Par- 
ganas, '223 ; differences witli Clive, 225, 
390-1, 398 ; Spencer’s protest against 
supersession by, 29S-9 ; on IMiddleton 
as Resident at Murshidabad, 354 ; on 
enlargement of FAV. Board, 355 ; 
member of committee of inland trade, 
356 ; resigns and returns to England, 
463, 476 ; note on, 498. 

Sumro, see Reinhardt, “Walter. 

Sunnautj see Rupee, San^L'at. 

Siinnuds, see Sanad. 

Superintendent of Bricks, abolition of 
ofSce of, 121, 451. 

Surat, Gujarat, revenues of, 327. 

Surgeons, 40, 68-9, 82-3, 99, 111, 213, 413, 
453-4 ; promotions, 23, 34 ; strength 
reduced, 156 ; allowances, 276, 460, 461 ; 
contract re. hospital charges, 414. 

Surveyor of Public Roads (Superintendent 
of Roads), abolition of office of, 121, 451. 

Surveys, of the Hooghly, 73, 92, 405, 442, 
4SS ; Court to be furnished with copies, 
79, 149-50; of Chittagong, 124-5. 

Susanna Margaritta (snow), capture and 
accounts, 33, 78-9. 

Swinton, Capt. Archibald, commended, 
238; resigns, 371 ; note on, 494-5. 

Sydabad, see Saidabad. 

Syf ul Dowdah, Syfal Dowlah, Syf-o-Dow- 
lah, see Saifud-Daulah. 

Sykes, Francis, Member of Board, 5, 6, 
48, 57, 174, 373, 420, 421 ; departure for 
Bengal, 43, 52 ; takes charge, 347 ; 
revenue administration, xxv, 217, 220, 
363, 473 ; Member of Select Conunittee, 
55, 176, 390, 391 ; Resident at Murshida- 
bad, 221, 339, 354, 361, 382, 503 ; 
Chief of Cossimbazar, 371, 380-1 ; 

Clive’s praise for, 398 ; note on, 502, 

Syrafigj see Sarhajig. 

Syren (ship), 404. 

Taffeta (taffatie), investment in, 16. 

Talbot (ship), 196, 347, 348. 

Tamar (frigate), 58. 

Tankhisah (assignment upon revenue), 414. 

Tanner, Capt. Nathaniel, of the Royal 
Captain, 60. 

Teep, see Tip. 

Teneriffe Island (Theneriffe Island), 
Canary Islands, 181 ; ships for, 103 ; 
wine from, 203, 205. 

Thackerav, William Makepeace, writer, 
110 . 

Thames (ship), 60, 62, 71, 91, 196, 347, 
404. 

— Capt., see Haggis, Capt. Charles. 

Thomas (Thoms), Lt James, of infantry, 
41 ; question of rank, 129-30, 282. 

Thomas, Thomas, Member of China 
Council, 61, 62, 201. 

Thomson, Lt Charles, of infantry, 41. 

Thomson, Capt. George, of the Calcutta, 
198. 


Thornton, William, Director of E. I. Coy 
35, 37, 70. 

Thorseby, Richard, Chief Mate of the 
Falmouth, dies, 423. 

Thresher (ship), sold, 441. 

Tilak Chand Rai (Tilluckchund), Raja of 
Burchvan, 489 ; revenue accounts, 121-2, 
123, 150, 459; allowances to Coy’s ser- 
vants, 472. 

Tilburv (ship), 59, 60, 61, 63, 69, 70, 71, 
84, 85, 88, 197, 347, 348. 

— Capt., see Mainwaring, Capt. Roger. 

Timber, trade by Coy’s servants, xviii ; 
from Batavia, 144, 235 ; from Pegu, 440 ; 
see also Pine Timber. 

Tin, for Cov’s settlements, 62, 64, 107, 
204 ; sale, 322, 444. 

Tinker, Commodore J. B., 178, 268, 270, 
306, 307, 356, 357 ; assists in quelling 
mutiny, 67, 247 ; participates in pro- 
ceedings of F.W. Board, 129 ; donation 
to the squadron of, 216, 469 ; com- 
mended, 236-7 ; to return to England, 
265. 

Tip (promissory note), 162, 370. 

Tipping, George, payment of dues of, 25. 

Tobacco, trade by Coy’s servants and its 
regulation, xviii, xxix, 7, 54, 97, 98, 101, 
136, 137, 146, 148, 189, 331, 340, 383, 
395, 438, 469, 502. 

Toone, Ensign Swiny, 85. 

To pass (soldier or artilleryman of Indo- 
Portuguese origin), 372. 

Torin, Benjamin, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 105, 201 ; Resident at Canton, 106, 
201-2. 

Torriane, Hillary, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 105. 

Tottingham, Capt. John, of infantry, 41. 

Touron, Cochin China, 366. 

Tower of London, 126, 450 ; note on, 
489-90. 

Trade, import-export trade through foreign 
ships, 28 ; private persons not to trade 
in Coy’s new acquisitions, 55 ; in 
Eastern Seas, 149 ; fixation of prices of 
imported necessaries, 407, 444-5 ; see 
also Customs and Excise ; Dutch ; Free 
Merchants ; French. 

— ^E. I. Coy’s, monopoly in Sumatra and 
Bihar, 29-30, 488 ; goods for various 
settlements, 62-4, 74-6, 106-9, 118-9, 

203-7, 269-70 ; see also Cloth ; Copper ; 
Customs and Excise ; Investment ; Iron ; 
Lead ; Opium ; Pepper ; Saltpetre ; Ship- 
ping ; Silk ; Steel ; Tin ; Woollen Goods. 

— ^Illicit, regulation of, xvii-xix, xxxi-ii, 
7-8, 54-5, 259, 260, 264-5, 340-1, 356, 361, 
394-7, 431, 438, 462, 469, 470-1, 492-3, 
496, 500 ; Coy’s servants criticised for, 
xxiii, xxviii-xxx, 3, 4, 32, 77, 97, 98, 101, 
135-7, 146-7, 148, 188-9, 193-4, 331, 

483 ; by free merchants, 5, 143 ; by com- 
manders of ships, 69-70, 104-5, 113-5, 
139-40, 142-4, 160, 170-1, 180-1, 200-1, 
268-9, 407, 424, 425, 441, 479; in dia- 
monds, 130-1 ; in arms and ammunition, 
1 88, 474 ; see also Betel-nut ; Dastak ; 
Salt ; Society of Trade ; Tobacco, 
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Treasure, for Cov’s settlements, 45, 64, 65, 
107; for CMna, 91, 117, 179-80; drain 
from Bengal, 221-2 ; see also Bullion. 

Treasurv, statenie nts re., 563-4, 397, 420, 
464. 

Treaty of Paris (Definitive Treaty cf 
Peace), implementation of, 36-7, 38. 

Trichlnopolv, Madras, 382. 

Triton (ship), 198, 201, 203, 204. 

True Briton (ship), 60, 72, 84, 93, 197, 404. 

— Capt., see Crichton, Capt. Thomas. 

Tryon, Capt. William, of the Deptford^ 
103. 

Tullie, Lt Isaac, 42, 130. 

Tullie, Timothy, Director of E, I. Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37. 

Timcazi^, see Tankhwah. 

Twenty-four Parganas (Calcutta lands, 
Calcutta Pergunnahs), revenue adminis- 
tration, 21, 22, SO, 124, 125-6, 1S5-6, 223, 
383-4, 452, 494 ; accounts, 87 ; survey, 
149-50 ; see also Zamindar. 


Udhua Nullah (Udanala), Santal Parga- 
nas Dist., Bengal, Mir Qasim defeated 
at, xix, 486. 

Upton, Capt. John, of infantry, 41. 

Usoff Cawn, see Yusuf Khan. 


Valentine ( sWp ), 102 , 248 . 

Van Staden, Van Staaden, see Staaden, D. 
Van. 

Vanriell, Lt C., 282. 

Vansittart (ship), 10, 20, 27, 30, 35, 102, 
198, 201, 254, 267, 300, 318; illicit trade 
aboard, 113-4. 

Vansittart, George, Persian Translator. 
344 ; commissary for restoring French 
possessions, 349. 

Vansittart, Henrv, Governor of Bengal, 5, 
42, 244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 260, 261^, 496 ; 
agreement with Mir Qasim re. inland 
trade, xviii-ix, 8, 483, 492-3, 500 ; ac- 
cepts present from ^iir Qasim, xxxii ; 
commission on revenues, 6, 240, 252-3, 
303, 495 ; given special powers,^ 9, ^32, 
497 ; differences with Carnac, 152, 317, 
500 ; resignation and departure for 
England, 253, 266, 283, 290, 496. 

— Attorney of, see Plowman, Henry. 

Vazeille, Ensign John Anthony, 85. 

Velvets, for Coy’s settlements, 106. 

Venereal Disease, preventive measures 
against, 460-1. 

Verelst, Harry, on Bengal revenues, xxvi ; 
on misconduct of Coy’s servants, xxviii ; 
Member of Board, 5, 48, 57, 174, 420, 
421, 430, 464, 479; Member of Select 
Committee, 8, 55, 176, 390, 391, 439, 
476 ; Chief of Chittagong, 124, 441 ; 
Supervisor of Revenues of Burdwan and 
Midnapore, 185, 186, 354, 355, 373, 384, 
386, 472-3, 505; commended, 223, 224, 
344, 363, 398, 478; member of com- 
mitte of inland trade, 356 ; efforts re. 
Radhanagar silk, 408; commission on 
Diwani revenues, 507 ; note on, 503. 
Vertue, Lt William, cashiered, 429. 
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Vidoma Wine, h r C : 

lOS-9. 14:, :35-4, 3 
Vincent, Capt. Frcderl 
99-IhO. iOl 195-5. 

\hiicent, Lt Frcirick, Tirk 

ment, 321. 


W^JLPOLjE ;ship-, capture L N. 

Walton, John, Member uf China C'E/jn-wh. 


61-2. 

Walton, William, gunperAder and sah- 
peire expert, 42, 75, 75. SI, 4'J7. 413. 
Waonis, Khwaja, 459, 

Waple, Capt. E.. 41 0. 

Ward, Lt Francis Siiain, debarred trren 
Coy’s service. Idi. 

Warner, Richard, Dlrectrr of E, I. C«3v„ S„ 

y, oC, e>j. 


JVarren (ship), 13, 24, 87. 

Warren, 15 ; note on. 484. 

Watson, Admiral Charles, meniorial ic. 


45 1 . 

Watson, Lt Henry, promoted, 44. 
Watts, Hugh, IMember of Board. 
57, 174, 250, 251, 252, 37 


, 6, 48, 
4P0. 431 430, 


464, 479 ; suspended. 4 ; reinstated, 47 : 
Resident at Midnapore, 274. 3S4-5 ; in- 
competence, 391 ; to refund commission. 
471-2; dismissal, 212, 224. 

Watts, William, 459 ; Resident at Murshi- 
dabad, 82 : Member of Select Com- 
mittee, 41 S. 


Webb, Capt. John, of the London^ dis- 

Webber, William, Director of E. I. Coy. 8, 

9, 35, 37, 44, 56, 59, 70, 93, 116, 132, 
138, 167. 

Wedderbum, Charles, 371. 

Wedderburn, Capt. Henry, to be iWiVter 
Attendant, 15 ; returns to England, 3il ; 
note on, 484. 

West Coast, see Fort Marlbro”. 

West Indies, British plantations in, 92. 
IVexTnoiiih (H. !M. ship), 102. 

\\Tieler, Edward, Director of E. 

100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164,^16?^ 
168, 181, 192, 227, 229, 231 ; Chairm^t** 
195, 219. 

Whichcott, Capt. George, resigns, 321. 
White, — , Chief Mate of the Osterley, 
99-100. 

WWite (Wbvte), C.apt. John, resigns, 371, 

417. 

Wliitehill, John, ship-builder, 442. 

WTiittal, Richard, attorney, 35S. 

Wilding, Capt. Benjamin, to be deported, 

454. 

Whlkins, Jeffrey, writer, 68. 

Williams, Capt. John, of the Hector. 19i. 
Williamson, George, Secy to Board, 27. ^ ^ 
Williamson, Capt. Richard, of the British 
Kingy 198. 

Wilmers, Capt.-Lt Adolph, of artillery, 

305. 

Wilson, Capt. Alexander, of the Lapnmg. 

319. 

Wilson, Edward, officer of the Admiral 

Stev-enSf 359. 
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Winchelsea (ship), 76, 240, 249, 442 ; irre- 
gularities re., S8-91 ; loss of, 73, 92, 117, 
254. 

— Capt., see Howe, Capt. Thomas. 

Wine, see Madeira Wine ; Vidoiiia Wine. 

Witts, Richard, Sub- Accountant, 304, 305 ; 
commended, 419. 

Wollaston, John, Holwell’s attorney in 
Bengal, 162. 

Wombwell, George, Director of E. I. Cov, 
168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229. 

Wood, Francis, Member of China Council, 
105. 

Woodward, Thomas, Alderman, 419. 

Woollen Goods, 64, 405-6, 444 ; for 

Bombay, 1 04 ; for Bengal, 1 06, 269 ; 
illicit trade in, 113. 

Woolwich, England, 15. 

Worcester (ship), 10, 15, 102, 198, 204. 

Writers, dastaks for, 7 ; appointment, 23, 
68, 110-1, 150, 452; accommodation, 99, 
371-2, 382, 460 ; discontinuance of 

system of monthly writers, 211 ; arrival 
in Bengal, 275, 412. 


Wroe, Ensign Benjamin, 35. 

Wyatt, Richard, Governor of Fort Marl- 
bro’, 151. 

Wyche, Capt. John, of the Salisbury, 60. 
Wynne, William, writer, 150, 346, 452. 


XOLO, see Sulu Island. 

Yanam, Godavari Dist., Madras, to be 
restored to the French, 316. 

Yates, J. O., Alderman, resigns, 419. 

York (H. M. ship), 47, 61, 102, 196, 249, 
347, 348. 

Young, William, writer, 68. 

Yusuf Khan (Usolf Cawn), governor of 
Madura, operations against, 290, 494, 
498. 


Zamind^vr (Zemindar), of 24-Parganas, 
373 ; see also Burdett, John. 




